


























'.ByTup~t-:Hult . ihanaafbig~~\1iliiieipl~~>B~'d 
. LOS ANGaESt!EAAtofyiMINER . told t]i,e ~tq,cygg~ ~d agam,,butit 

. .. . . .· . . . . never)ostitsh:mti6t;' •· ........... ·. • ·. 

MARKLEEVILLE, Alpine Coun •. · .. . . 'flier~~ ~oxe t!Ja.q.o,p.e moralto · 
. ty -"- Midway ttifough jury seiec- the storS,:':tJne>~rif d<>esn'F take 
tion. f~r, .;.t,9!g. ·tt#ll at}lie,. Alpme' !ll~Cq tppiake R dar,n good ·stqry in 
· County Cotirtho'use,tliey rah'orif:of 'Alpme•Cotlnty: 'Afiothef is: ·isveey, ·. 
prospectiye jµtprs. As 11.edoesfroni . ?1:l!:l llereJ>retty nip.~b: knpws everj,f · 

. time to tmfok ttie 'sgle' 'Superior ; one eiser~:1,usme$LAnd; a;third ori~ : 
Court judge in the state's least-pop- is: Don't'tush off and Ie1;1.ve your.: 
::~~nf::::~d::.~e ·sheriff ~=~~~n,~'atc:the Cµtthr~f 

When thi -deputi~; armetlwith . Alpm¢•,ftI1>1mtY1s • popglatioll ·~ 
· jury summonses/ent~redtlie med~ 1,200. :Th~ . . s that for-.sevecyi 

··:~~!i tfu>~:1~~i!:1~fo!:n~: ::u:~'.:i .. ···•·,;·····:fi1J!t:,~:t1!-
Ioon, they found only owner;Marlo L5 resident$. ,:h:f ¢o¥tri:tSt,·the averi . 
Generelli tending ,the "empty bar. ' age sq~are 'mile of tos. ~geles 

: They·. turned to leave put. rioticed Cp.: ~~ty .IS honie'.to·.~most ~;OQ9 pe~ 
two drinks, onIY .partly cpp$tlllled, 
sweating circles .oi momture on the AlpineCpqntyitu~liedilear the 

• old wooden bar. " ... · ·.· .... · .. · .. ·. . · .. ·., · crook of California south of Lake 

The de'puti~ de<!id~q,t{) ihv;sti- Tahoe. Itf high-&cho6l kids go to 
gate further ana {ourid two pot~n- ~chool ~ ~e~ghboring Nevada. Dur­
tial .jurors: .. hiding .behind a.large mg th~,!t~J~:':'• !~~11. snow clos~a 
'fGOg p~~;in ·tp,e b8¥'s q~ck t9ow., tii'to . t.id?nt§rJlif or:: 

Tears crone · to Glenn Kelleys county to the west side without tak-
. eyes, he laughed so hard as .he told · · · · · ' · 
that story. Re slapped the bar with • 

Ja11l-/,, J9F"7 
S-F&o1fllr>-er 
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ing a four-hour detour through two 
other counties. 

There is no barber in Alpine 
County. And when someone is ar­
rested by the county sheriff's of­
fice, the culprit is jailed in•Et Dora­
do County, a two-hour drive from 
Markleeville. 
- While Glenn Kelley beat upon 
the Cutthroat's bar and told his sto­
ry, Sherman Glettig and Camilla 
DuLac sat across from him. Mean­
while, Marilyn Generelli sat on a 
stool by the cash register, listening 
with half an ear to the story and 
keeping an eye on the window that 
looked out on the comings and go­
ings of Markleeville. 
. They all shared one thing in 
common. They all were there be-

-.....P.::111sp._:Wh~r~_thP-JLh~d. h.oa.n .. ho.f'o't'.o.--

· .:was too crowded, too noisy, too vio­
lent. They came looking for peace, a 

: place where a good story has a long 
shelf life. A place where they could 

· finish their drinks and not be late 
: for anything. 
' Apparently, they found it. 

There have been two murders 
::here in as long as anyone can re­
: member. One of them involved out­
'.Siders. 
· There is so little traffic a dog 
could sleep his life away in the sun 
in the ·middle of Marhleeville's 
main street and remain there to a . 
ripe old age. 

; · It's so quiet throughout the 
'county they call the California Alps 
that every sound - a slamming 
screen door, a distant voice, a 

. hl!.W!(§ !!r_y _- is distinct. 
Much of Alpine County's early 

and recent history is a story of peo­
ple passing through. The Washo In­
dia!!S passed thrc~gh i;:. thet- er.i.G.~ 
less wanderings from winter camps 
on the high desert plains to summer 
camps near Lake Tahoe. 

Thousands of pioneers on the 
so-called Emigrant Trail passed 
through the steep, rocky canyons 
that climb swiftly to sharp, jutting 
peaks as they struggled westward 
over 8,500..foot Carson Pass. 

Even the founder of Marklee­
ville, one Jacob J. Marklee, had only 
a brief rest here. He founded the 
town in 1861 after claiming 160 
~cres in his name. Three years later, 
ne died in a gunfight over a ranch. 
rhe man who shot him claimed 
,elf-defense and was acquitted. 

The geographic and social cen­
:er of the town Jacob Marklee 
'ounded is the building that houses 
:he Cutthro,.t Saloon and the Al­
Jine Hotel. It, too, has done its share 
)f traveling. 

It was once the Fisk Hotel in a 
;iJver boomtown called Silver City, 
;et high in the Sierra west of Mirk­
eeville. In the 1860s, when miners 
md speculators flocked to Alpine 
~ounty looking for their fortunes, 
lilver City was home to 4,000 peo­
>le. 

A short decade later, when the 

' 

\ 

price of silver plummeted, almost 
all of them left, leaving Silver City a 

· ghost town. The Fisk Hotel was dis­
mantled board by board and moved 

· tu rVlark.i.atNiiie-in i8B5:-·--···--·-··-·· 
. If silver put Alpine County on 

the historical map, it is the sparse.: 
ness of the population that has kept 
it in the news in recent times. Twice 

· in the 1970s outsiders launched con­
troversial efforts to turn the county 
into their own fiefdoms. 

In November 1970, when the 
county's registered voters · num­
bered fewer than 400, the Los Ange­
les-based Gay Liberation Front 
made plans to take over county gov­
ernment by relocating a bioc of vot­
ers to the area. 

Local reaction was swift and pre­
dictable. "We are fighting this," 
vowed Hubert Bruns, member of a 
deeply rooted Alpine County ranch 
family and then chairman of the 
county· Board of Supervisors. "If 
this thing came about, Alpine Coun­
ty would no longer be a place 
where we would want to raise our 
children or invite our friends to 
visit. They would destroy . . . our 
way of life." 

It never came about. 
Eight years later, 150 members 

of the far right-wing Posse Comita­
tus bought 600 acres of Alpine 
County land and began developing 
it into a refuge from the civil war 

they saw fast approaching. They 
wanted to call their spread Consti­
tution City. 

County officials called it illegal 
-- i:mcause-worinirntie·property was· 

done without proper permits. The 
Posse ran a candidate for county 

~§ \:l-it#JS<i¾tG?4oft:tftrM:~ 
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supervisor who was badly defeated. 
The district attorney successfully 
prosecuted a dozen of the candi­
date's supporters for vote fraud. 

In reality, though. it was not lo­
cal resistance nor a.n aggressive dis­
trict attorney that thwarted those 
takeover schemes. It was money -
or, more precisely, the lack of op­
portunity to maim it - that kept 
the Los Angeles homosexuals1and 
the Posse Comitatus at bay. It is tile 

same thing that troubles Alpine 
County today. 

. It is very hard to make money 
here. · 

"This is froritieriari<l. What both 
those groups found out was, if you 
want to come to Alpine County, you 
have to bring your money with 
you," said Supervisor Eric Jung. 

Better than one of every three 
paychecks in Alpine County is a 
government check. The average 
personal income is $9,570 a year, far 
below the statewide average · of 
$14,593. Two ski resorts, Kirkwood 
and Mount Reba, are the county's 
biggest taxpayers, but their em­
ployees come mostly from the Lake 
Tahoe area or the Central Valley. 

Camilla DuLac, who migrated to 
.AJpine County by way of Maine, Los 
Angeles and Lake Tahoe, -is one of 
those who made do after arriving. 

"I picked here because it was 
very country. I didn't think about 
making a living," sl).e said dreamily, 
her elbows atop the Cutthroat bar, 
her hands clasped around a glass of 
beer. 

For better than three years she 
made a living cutting and setting 
hair at !Viarkleeviile's beauty parlor. 
Recently, DuLac became the town's. 
only "integrated therapy" mas­
seuse. 

"Integrated therapy has to do 
with the body and the mind. voga 

and breathing," she said. . • 
She hopes to attract weary skiers 

w!io pass.her small home. on.their 
wav to Grover !]!gj_~pring~,,,11.i~W .. 

~miles outside Marlcteeville .. · · . 
· · Vern Essig knows·"'-'ell how hard· 
it is to make itinAlpine County. He 
is the.last remaining m.ember oft.he 
Posse Comitatus group that tried to 
take over Alpine County. Essig, a 
mechanic, stayed: Not b_ecari.se he· 
loved it. Because it was· easier than 
leaving.-.:,,: ...... , ...... ·· .. . :·,. ..., ..... -· ... , .. 
_ .. "You've heard.the song,.'.Stu,c1,- .. 
in Lodi'? Well, that's me,•: Essig 
said.. . 

· ''We felt there should be a place 
we couid go to in a national emer­
gency, like a nuclear. war or ~error­
ist. activity like they have1n the 
cities," .he said. "I came up here to 
work on the equipment .that was 
being used to· build roads cin _our 
property,'.' 

'l'oday, Essig. works on cars, ap- • 
pliances and other mechanical de­
vices in a weathered, leaning biil'i!l 
that looks as. though it has been 
standing since Jacob Marklee's 
days. Essig is very much part of 
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'.Alpine County now, tolerated fo: 
his extreme political views, ad 
mired for his generally likeable na 
ture. 

Although he has mellowed, Essi1 
still believes an ill wind is blowini 
trus country toward war. All< 
though he now counts as his friend: 
some of the county's political lead 
ers, he has equally strong views 01 
the way Alpine·County is run. 

Beyond the obvious conf!1c 
sparked by the designs of the Posm 
and L.A's Gay Liberation J.i'ront, Al 
pine County's recent history ha: 
been marked by tension created bi 
other, less threat,,ning newcomers 
Old-timers, most:y hmching. f::unl 
lies related to th·e comnty's"·earlie:, 
settlers, .aclrnowl·adge that they r2 
sent new people who have coini 
looking for the peace they cari'I 
find in cities. 

"We were greedy. We were self 
ish. We thought of it as our plact 
and we didn't want to share it.' 
rJ("lh"l-t'o::i l"'0-"11' nno H.fa11)"6 /!. 1;)'h-,_t 

County resident described the reac 
tion to the first trickle of growth iI 
the 1970s. His sentiments are re 
corded on an oral hi~tory videotapi 
prepared by the county's historica: 
society. 

Another old-timer, on the sam, 
tape, speaks in the present telllse. 

"We all don't want too many peo 
ple coming in. Eventually, Alpim 
County will be like any other coun 
ty. They're going to ruin it just likE 
they've ruined every place else." 

"They" are people like John am' 
Patty Bressendeu, who run a smal' 
resort' in the county's spectacu!a1 
High Sierra meadow called HopE 
Valley. They came here from Santi 
Cruz in 1984 to run the strugglin1 
Sorensen's Resort. 

The Bressendens·don't see them­
seives as developers ot promoters. 
They are active in an organization 
trying. to keep development out of 

""Rope"Va1Iej'"Buf1fieyruso are. ac­
·. tive in the small Chamber of Com­

merce, trying to. attract new busi-
. nesses and tourists: . .. . . 

·. ''Most peopje see there isaneed 
for growth,''. said John Bressenden, 
who·• recently ... became :the · cham-· 
ber's president. "Most people also 
see the need· to preserve .Alpine 

· · ~ou11Wrii:~ttf iiiiich asJfis, There is 
·--a back-to-the-land movement.laced 

with a lot of common sense." · 
Heidi·. Hopkins, . editor. of the 

monthly Alpin,e Enterprise and a 
five-:yearresidentof the coU:n~, is 
Jess. sanguine. ·about ._the.situation. 
"Everyone: is crying for .money. 
(But) people say 'they do.n't want 
change. You can't have it· both 
ways." 

The term. "old-timers" has a spe­
cial meaning to Kevin Jones, 34, 
and his mother, BeL."Ila Jones, 75. lf 
anyone can claim that tag, it is the 

- See ALPINE, B-5 
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-

8 faJjoeff~~arQh,y.te·~rrf caUed jn 
·.., ~•.· .;.•i,.11<.-:•·-:. 1

·= ,-.-·~·-•• -:··. -'-·-~.:::'}},'.,·•. -._:T-t<····· :.. 1 .. _"'1.'"'·ro·'.k·:·· ~--~:.· 
· · ~ ~~mTrlbun_estaff·\:; i·; ·:: "· ·, :.i ,·:-~,i:;,way out, without his skis and poles, be­
;. 9 al:!d UPI wire reports".•:.·.,, '?·.:· • .-,,::•,ii,:foreCrossarrivedThursday. 
-:3· :;·:South. Lake Tahoe· resident ·Marty:,:, . The area vias searched by about.150 

t Gross and golden retriever.Zeke sear;i;-people•.Thursday, primarily ski. area 
-~lied 11,000-foot Mammoth• Mountain personnel, according to Evan Russell, 

; '.fhursday for possible trapped victims,, ·director of marketing. "As far as.we 
. Of::an avalanche that.thundered down:-,cknew, no one was missing, but WI! ser-

t;beslop~earlyin theafternoon.. ·,,, -•ched the .area: with. the dog as a 
::::j'he .. team, part.of-WOOF,,a.cnon~. ,precautjon." · ... • ;3 ·. . . 
J)l'.llfit S!i:3-rf P, a~d. rescue corporation,;, · .... ~boll!t1,20? skiers,wt;re on the ,moun­
·Jl'!\S · flown out . of South Lake Tahoe•·• tam at ffie bme of the avalanche, but 
!!Jr,I>Ort' to Mammoth Thursday: _at thl:'·•,' most ~ere on ski runs aw_ay from the 
~~uei;t/_,of Mammoth Mountain ski :sn~wshde._ . ;-·- ,1 • , , ·. · 

~J.'.ea, "':•·,. . . . , . . . . , . ,-., . ,· The s~ area s 3:val_:µiche crews us­
-.~/'When. the avalancl;le .went. down. a,~ . . ed explosives . and .skie~ through the 
f"45 p:m,:, they were pretty sure no orie · inore' avalanche-prone areas Wednes­was -left,,in it,", said Sandy Bryson of ,, day, without triggering major slides/' 
Marklee:. ,,'1ounder. of .WOOF,,:;· said Russell. , , .. .. . . 1 ·• ~,:: 
. .,. ey /just· called .. in·, one /team, ·::;i,,i,.· -The,avalanche'.happened jusl'after 

. .fiandl~11-,a~d .a, dog,' to• clear.· the: a'r~'/· ','Burneft , dropped' Qver the. lip of the 
· , J'Jte , o~~;)>ersQn: ~~Y; .fl:?~~ht; ,migl:it~ ~teep run "'.here ,if <><;curre?,• a run des­

li~ve ~p.-~~ck ski~.o~J,. !•··,.,,'•·'· ··:., , ,-:,:,1gnat~fo,:~xpertskiers. :·. . . ' .. 
. · ··~:,·One \l!l-year-old. •skier nearly .,got:.,:-,. ~•It "'.as,J,ike a t:,ang, or. an explosion 
,-:~,~~~~[in°the ·avalanc~e, and: lost~ his {and then 1 heard the rum9ling,".said 

'.f J::;!!~4~1EJS,:blt~~ill;l!Y.e,c;l:siJ ;,;. l< •: 1:r,i1rr.Burn~tt;W,)1>ome\J~f:\~e _:people: ~ho 
:: ,;: :f~\#1t; Burnett{ 9.f Sa)t}:~,~go_, ,::was;;·~ wete., ~):tiing :, n,ea~by_fstarcied .. yellmg 
;- . i:..,11evetl· to"be -the· only_~~on·m !·.'avalanche,' ·but l already ,knew what 

·: ;.,-,..th•6f'Ul" ii~alanche.ti:tt!" . . .. . . . · e ... 9", . -~ ., , ... 
· ~~!J:~~'-~ll:_ : . ··- ___ .. __ . .. li.L;!~1~tc-:: :.~.. ,":,. 

Mammoth_:...----
"Many of the. dogs are shep­
herds, but golden retrievers do (Continued from Page 1) 

'it was." . 
""" The force of the slide np~d 

his skis and poles away, he said, r but he was able to pull himself 
! out of the slide area and walk 

justaswell."' ·· · .· 
WOOF is dispatched' out of 

Marin ·County now_, bu! was 
founded in coordination ~1~ the 
El Dorado County Shenff s De­
partment, and was di~patched 
out of El Dorado for SIX years, 
said Bryson. 1 

. ' away uninjured. · 
l Cross and the dog are one of 
l four teams in the South Lake 
I •Tahoe area, said Bryson. 
' !• 

. -f'k~~. ~ 1lufi1 
Dog sled. races. · The third a:1nua1 
Canine Connection dog sled races will be 
held Feb. 7-8 beginning at9 a.m. each day, 2 
miles west of Picketts Junction on Highway 
88 in Hope Valley: The event is sponsored by 
the Alpine County Chamber of Commer<;e, . 
Sierra Nevada Dog Drivers Association and 

. Budweiser. There, w.ID be $2,50~ .in prizes _in 
. 3-· 6- and 8-mile races plus a freight race and 
. w~ight pµll._' · : ... , . . , .. _:,: .. 

:.1. 
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\:Alpine C9u_nJy try.i11g tQ'.prq!ect.Hope:::Valley meaclow 
•·~~ .. j~\.: ... ... ; ·. - ..... -·•·. : .. . . # ' • • • ' - ••••• ,·::.;..·,,,:; -~·-:. ·., ... , ' • •• ·_' • ... _'.•:""··;:._-· i' .:.· .• ':. :~\-, • .• 

•· ... ·Alpine <;:ounty officials have- Hope Valley, which successfully chase prl.ce of about $320,ooo:_:. some of that property .will go to parcels• brought an estimated Mo_re · than 90 percent of the 
taken a. step to protect valued opposed Sierra Pacific's pro- The Woodfords parcels ·are. ex- J the-Wa~hoe Trib_e, according to $17,000 per year to the county. coupty: is 'already -owned by 

· .. recreational land by approving a . posal to bring a new power line pected to grow·Jn value, and·the :: the agreement. · · · · ·· , . public entities such as the U.S. 
: , plan . to ti:ansfer Hope Valley's· through the area. · · county may seek to _include ·an · But the county also will be Meanwhile, the Forest Service : .. ForesLService. A critical con-· 

~•.1. ,:.prime meadow area from In an . effort .. to protect the. additional.7 acres of Fo~est Ser- ,, able to <level?? about 50 of the 80 . '- 1Vhich owns land around the :>cern forthe county was a loss of 
•• private to public hands. lands, tpe citizen's group con- vice land, where the firehouse :i acres, allowing future revenue •: meadow area - agreed to pur- " additional property tax revenue, 

. ;::,· At the same time, the Alpine tacted the San Francisco-based -. and county yard are located.. . ·' to offset the property tax lost by chase .the Sierra Pacific lands, according to then-Board of 
· .:county Board of Supervisors Trust for· l'ublic Lands, a non- A Washoe Indian cemetery is the sale of the Hope Valley actually owned by a subsidiary Supervisors Chairman Elinor· 

recently supported a proposal profit corporation that acquires located ori the 80 acres,· and parcels. The Hope Valley - Lands of Sierra. · · Sawdy. ' 
· th!it would keep some private public land. with open-space 
'' lands on the county tax roll. . value. , . 
· r-:. · Under the. plan, · the county That corporation has agreed to 
· · :would accept a donation of 80 purchase the 80 acres of Forest 

':acres of U.S. Forest Service land Service land near Woodfords 
;:'near Woodfords. In exchange, and donate it to the county; in ell- · 
:,'1,'200 acres in Hope Valley change ,for the county board's 
!!,belonging· to Sierra Pacific approval of the transfer of Hope 
;,. Resources would go to the Valley lands. 
11Forest Service. The Forest Service land has 

. t-··Theeffortwashelpedalongby an appraised value of 
· '!'a 'group of residents, Friends of $3,000-$4,000 an acre, or· a pur-~•; . . .. ·· ... -. :·:_ . . .... · . I 
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wine appreciation meeting 
. by GINA GIGU • 
Special to the R-C 

1-
Carson Valley Chapter of the 

WINO (Wine Investigation for 
Novices and Oenophiles) met for 
dinner and wine tasting Jan .. 14 
at Walley's. 

· · Jeffr(ly Flaum, vice president 
of sales for Rutherford Hill 
Winery in Napa Valley, was· the 

. guest speaker. He was accom­
•· panied by his· wife, Karen 

Flaum, and Mary N. Lannin, na­
tional accounts manager for the 
winery. 

(: Appetizers, rumaki · and pate, 
w0re served with Rutherford 
Hill Gewu··ztraminer, surprising 
WINO members with a comple-

. ment of spice and sweetness. ., 
Mr. Flaum showed slides of 

Freemark Abbey Winery, also in 
·. Napa Valley, with 

"overlapping" ownership __:_ 
some of the 23 partners are also 
owners of Rutherford Hill. 

Chardonnays from both 
wineries were poured to accom­
pany Rock Cornish Hen. When · 
the slides depicting Rutherford 
Hill were presented, members 
were very interested to see the 
"kilometer of caves"; tunnels 
carved into the hillside for 
storage and. aging of win.es at a 
constant temperature. 

Following the dessert of Crepe 
Nancy, paired with Freemark 
Abbey Riesling, an election of of­
ficers for 1987 was held. 

The new officers are: Presi­
dent, Glen Webb; Vice Presi­
dent, Ruggero Gigli; Treasurer, 
Ted Rowe; Secretary, Gina 
Gigli. · 

Domaine Chandon, sparkling 
wine producer, will be the 

. featured winery for the Feb. 18 
meeting, to be held at Carson 
Valley Inn. 

For those interested in atten­
ding, please phone 702-9711 for 
reservations. 

WINO MEETING. Jeffrey 
Flaum, vice president of 

'Rutherford Hill winery in 
.Napa Valley, was guest 
. speaker at a wine apprecia-
tion dinner. Gina Gigli photo 



~u 
said it! 

. How will highway 

widening affect 

Carson Valley? 

DICK GARRETT 
Retired 

I think it would be 
a big improve­
ment. I'm retired 
and I live here, 
but I think it will 
be a big improve­
ment in all ways. I 
drive between 
here and Carson 
City every day to 
play the horses, 
and it's a mess 
sometimes. With 
all the building 
they have going on 
around here, it 
will be a real ter-

. rific thing. 

ROSE BRYAN 
· Alpine Sheriff's 

d(spatcbeC 
The Valley's grow­
ing quite a pit, so I 
would think that 
that's the reason 
for it. Because of 
the fact that it's 
growing, I think it 
(the widening) will 
be an improve­
ment. You can't 
stop the growth. 

ROXANNE 
STANGLE 

: Tumblewind owner 
It depends on 
where you live and 

. where your 
business is 
:located, but it will 
·make it a lot 
easier for the com­
muter. It will be 
good for retail 
business in Carson 
Valley because 
people will think of 
us. 

MILDRED RACHAC 
Retired 

There won't be as 
many accidents 
with the new 
highway. It's 
something they 
should have done 
20 years ago. 
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NICK DISALVO 
Retired rancher 

They should have 
done that a long 
time ago. What we 
need real bad is 
for that highway 
to bypass the town 
of Gardnerville. 
The side streets 
.are so hard to get 
through anymore. 
The traffic is so 
heavy, and people 
are moving in 
here, you can 
hardly keep up 
with the traffic 
flow. 

PEGGY MOSELEY 
Dealer 

The worst effect, I 
think, is on the 
hawks; they took 
down the trees. 
That upset me im­
mensely! There 
aren't that many 
trees in the Valley 
to start with, and 
they took them 
down and put up 
these little tiny 
twigs; good luck if 
they grow I Then 
when they put up 
the power lines, 
they didn't put up 
any cross poles for 
the hawks to land 
on, and if you'll 
notice, there are 
no hawks on those 
poles. 
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0 of city skyline and snowy Wasatch. 
~ .. ates rent for just $1; admission costs $3 
for adults, $2 for ages 12 and under. 

The rink is at Third West and South 
Temple streets, and it's open from 11 
A.M. to 10 P.M. weekdays, 10 to 11 Satur­
days, and noon to 6 Sundays. You might 
ride the free trolleys, which travel from 
downtown, head down Main Street, and 
stop at Triad Center and Trolley Square 
shops. The trolleys operate from 9 to 5 
weekdays, IO to 5 Saturdays, noon to 5 
Sundays. 

Old-time fiddling in San Jose 

If you're going to play Western music, 
you've got to have a fiddle in the band. 
This old saw (as well as the actual sharp­
toothed variety) is put to the test the first 
Sunday of every month at the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association Jamboree. 

Rain or shine; dozens of fiddlers and other 
musicians will gather at John Muir Junior 
High School in San Jose on February I to 
strum, pick, and fiddle their way through 
down-home music both old and new. 
While groups take turns on the auditori-

1 's stage, informal clusters of players 
.. Lemporize on the patio outside. Stroll­

ing from group to group, you might hear 
bluegrass, Western swing, folk standards, 
or the latest country tear-jerker. 
Seasoned musicians, struggling novices, 
and non playing listeners are an· welcome 
at the jamboree. The music strikes up at 
1:30 and goes on until 5:30. Admission 

costs $2 ($1 for senior citizens). 
The school is at 1260 Branham Lane. 
From U.S. IOI, take Capitol Expressway 
southwest 4½ miles to Almaden Express­
way; go south ¾ mile to Branham and 
turn right. 

Sail with ancient 
Polynesians in Berkeley 

A leisurely modern-day traveler sailing 
between South Pacific islands on a luxury 
liner might be surprised to learn that the 
same waters were traversed a millenium 
or two earlier by people who didn't have 
the benefit of engines, charts, or naviga­
tional equipment. How the ancient Poly­
nesians accomplished their long-distance 
island-hopping confounded the first Euro­
pean explorers in the area, and remains a 
matter of conjecture to this day. 
"The Wayfinding Art," a new permanent 
exhibition at the Lawrence Hall of Sci­
ence in Berkeley, allows you to explore 
this question on your own. 
Eleven hands-on exhibits focus on the mi­
gration of the Polynesians from the Indo­
nesian archipelago to the far-flung islands 
they now inhabit. An illuminated hemi­
sphere illustrates the immensity of the so­
called Polynesian Triangle, with Hawaii, 
New Zealand, and Easter Island at its 
corners. 
The Polynesians' double-hulled sailing ca­
noes, represented by a display of several 
models, were not as responsive as today's 
sleek sailboats. Using a computer-simu-

Bass player belts out a tune during impromptu session at monthly jamboree 
DAVID STUBBS 

FEBRUARY 1987 

Electronic sailor holds course as computer 
demonstrates effects of wind on sailing 
canoe. It's at Berkeley's Lawrence Hall 

lated video display, you can get a sense of 
the difficulty ancient navigators must 
have faced sailing league after league into 
the prevailing easterly trade winds. 

· A planetarium program entitled "Journey 
by Starlight" teaches you how to navigate 
at sea ·using only the stars. Shown on 
weekend afternoons, it costs $1. 
Lawrence Hall of Science is open daily 
from 10 to 4:30 (noon to 5 Sundays). 
Admission is $2.50 for adults and $1.50 
for ages 7 to 18, students, and senior 
citizens. The hall is on Centennial Drive, 
above the UC Berkeley campus. 

Cross-country skiing 
south of Tahoe 

Nordic skiing enthusiasts seeking a res­
pite from the crowds at Lake Tahoe might 
consider taking the short drive south on 
State Highway 89 to ~ne County:.. 
Within an hour's drive of theialre's south 
shore are four areas that offer excellent 
cross-country skiing. 
A new loop trail has been cut through the 
woods for overnight guests and the gener­
al public at Sorensen's, a venerable resort 
located about 19 miles south of Lake Ta­
hoe near the junction of state highways 88 
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Knee deep in 
melon testing 

Row covers have shown their merits in 
university research, but how do they 
perform in Western gardens? Editors 
Lauren Swezey and Lance Walheim de­
vised a detailed experiment to answer 
this question. 
To begin, they chose test sites in five 

Inspecting harvest, Walheim weighs melon 
bolstered by row cover earlier on. He and 
Swezey checked Sunset test garden daily to 
gather their data on crop performance 

-sanserclimare~zones~and ·enlisted-exten­
sion agents to plant specified crops un­
der five kinds of covers. Warm- and 
cool-season crops were monitored for 
weight, accelerated growth, and season­
al yield and were measured against an 
uncovered control at each site. For the 
results of this year-long study, turn to 
page 86. o 
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and 89. One leg of the 15-kilometer trail 
leads directly to Hope Valley. There you 
can pick up trails along the Carson River, 
or ski south to Burnside Lake. Maps of 
area ski trails are available at the resort. 
To find groomed tracks, head southwest 
from Sorensen's on State 88. A few miles 
past Carson Pass, you'll come to Kirk­
wood Cross Country Ski Area, which has 
75 kilometers of groomed trails. Call 
(209) 258-6000 for current trail fees. At 
the pass itself, a state Sno-Park site allows 
access to trails of varying difficulty. 
You'll need a permit to park there, how­
ever; you can buy one at Kirkwood or 
Sorensen's ($2 daily, $10 seasonal). 
Beginning skiers might want to take State 
89 south to Markleeville, then drive west 
4 miles to Grover Hot Springs State Park. 
On February 14, cross-country skiers and 
snowshoers can join a ranger on a moon­
light tour around the park meadow's gen­
tle terrain. Meet at 5:30 at the park's hot 
springs pool. After the tour, you can take 
a comforting dip ($2). 

New signs on San Francisco's 
coastal trails 

The National Park Service has recently 
installed dozens of interpretive and trail­
head panels along San Francisco's scenic 
coastline in the Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. They add a new dimen­
sion to some of the pleasantest and most 
accessible nature strolls in the Bay Area. 
To help hikers decide how much ground 
to cover, distances to significant points 
are posted at major junctions on the 9-
mile Coastal Trail from the Golden Gate 
Bridge to Fort Funston. Other panels 
along the way offer insights into past mili­
tary and nautical uses of this area. 
Most of the new signs are between the 
bridge and the Cliff House. One new ki­
osk, however, is at the southern end of the 
Coastal Trail, at Fort Funston's main 
parking lot. The paved I-mile loop begin­
ning here is a good choice when other 
trails are soggy. Also known as the Sunset 
Trail, this wheelchair-accessible route 
takes you past Battery Davis, a 1939 for­
tification described on a nearby panel. 
Fort Funston's entrance is marked by a 
sign on Skyline Boulevard about a mile 
north of Daly City. Be sure to lock your 
car and remove any valuables . 

Sled dogs race in Colorado 

Downhill skiers are not the only ones 
flying across the snow in the Colorado 
Rockies this month. The Rocky Mountain 

SUNSET 
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DOCTOR ON CALL. Dr. Ernest -Hand I~ pie­
lured In his office with his granddaughter, 
Debbie, In this undated photograph. The pic­
ture was prese_nted to Carso,n '{alley Emergen-

. ; ' {'' , ' -.::· . '' . 

t \ 
l• 

1acil1t1es·l-at ,, Carson-Tahoe.-. 
Hospital. 
. · "I used to give tours of the 
hnc:nHo l ,...,. '""'u ....... - .i.i.. ,. 

cy Health Center a few years ago by Frieda 
Pills, Hand's former assistant, who was a mid­
wife in the '{alley for many years. 

Hospital celebrates its 40th year 
by SHEILA GARDNER 
Staff writer 

ty writer Will.a Oldham, which can still see all those townspe< 
will be distributed at Tuesday's pie converging on Fleischman 
dinner at the Ormsby House. ' and Mountain streets, just lea, 

From its first board of direc- Administrator Tom Collier ing their cars running. The he! 
tors in 1947 to the present day said he expects 300 people to at- was instantaneous. They save 
staff, Carson-Tahoe Hospital has tend the festivities, which will everything." 
meant a facility where patients feature highlights from the O'Hearn, who worked in th 
would be helped by friends and hospital's history. . .. operating room from 1964 unti 
neighbors. "We'll be taking stories from · , .. her retirement last October 

As the hospital prepares to the book utilizing as many real said the nurses were betwee1 
celebrate its 40th anniversary players as we were able to get ··operations when the. fire brok, 
with a gala dinner Tuesday, _its hold of," he said. "Wilma spent out. · 
history reads like a "Who's six months doing research and "We nurses were stand.inf 
Who" of the Carson Valley. talking to individuals involved, there waiting for the doct-0r, an< 

Historic records show that poring over old records, board we could smell the smoke. Firs 
Stanley Springmeyer and minutes and newspaper clipp- · we thought it was the in 
Robert Clark were the first pa- ings." . cinerator. Then the alarm wen•, 
tients, injured in a horse riding Sisters La Verne Indermuhl off," she said. ' 
accident in Little Antelope and Peggy O'Hearn of Minden Miraculously, the patient! 
Valley. Clark,' according to the were nurses at the hospital for· were evacuated safely and the 
old documents, was admitted several years, and their most hospital set up operations at the 
and Springmeyer was treated vivid memory is of the Stewart Indian School, a Carson 
and released. devastating fire that destroyed convalescent center and in an 

Th_e Valley's legendary Dr. the old wood-frame facility on empty do~tor's office. Surgery 
· Ernest Hand was on the original Aug. 26, 1968, shortly before the cases were sent to Reno until the 
board of directors who operied new hospital was to open. . new hospital opened in 
the hospital in 1948. Subsequent "What saved us was the time · November.· . . .. . . 1 • 

boards• were. made up of ofthefire,"saidlndermuhl,who ThenewfacilityrepiP.senteda 
Dresslers, . Settelmeyers and .was in change of the maternity big change for the staff, .the 
other .inembers. of established :. ward from 1964 to 1972. sisters agreed. 
Valley families. ''.The fire whistle blew at 12:07. "Basically, we had a 20-times 

The hospital's history has been;'·, p.m., just . as all the state larger place with the same staff. 
collected in a book by Carson Ci: workers went home for lunch. I . ~~ 

~; (J)~t.o ~~~Q~~ 
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Hospital: 
Continued from page 1 

Before, if you needed help, you 
just stuck your head out and call­
ed for somebody, but that all 
changed," Indermuhl said. 

O'Hearn said it was months 
after before all the equipment 
and records from the old 
hospital were in their proper 
place in the new facility. 

Indermuhl planned to become 
a surgical nurse, but early in her 
career she was pressed into ser­
vice in' a maternity ward and 
stayed. 

"It was one of the happiest 
places to work in,." she said. 
"It's the. only -place where one 
patient comes in and two leave 
and :you helped give them that 
life. they are going home with." 

She said she's too old­
fashioned to go along with the 
current practice of 24-hour 
hospital stays for:new mothers. 
· "If it's the first baby, I think 
the mother needs more than 24 
hours to adjust to this new 
responsibility. If she's got more 
than one, I think she needs more 
peace than she's going to get at 
home" 

Ind~rmuhi' was an early 
believer in introducing parents 
to natural cllildbirth and getting 
them ac1~ainted with the 
facilities• at Carson-Tahoe 
Hospital. i 

"I used to give tours of the 
hospital d.1 my own time for new 
moms an:l pops. I wanted to put 
them at. ease before they came 
in to hate the baby." 

In he/ eight years at Carson­
Tahoe/'Indermuhl helped usher 
in a "i~ole generation of Carson 
Valle• babies, including all 
three~hildren of Andy and Carol 
Alda~. 

Dinner planneC: for t.,arson-Tahoe c:1niversary 
said. "I'd be in visiting Carol 
after the babies were born, sit­
ting on the edge of the bed. She'd 
come in and give me hell. She 
told me I had to get off the bed." 

The tables were turned a few 
years later, Aldax recalled, 
when he was undergoing surgery 
at the hospital. 

"They had to put me in the 
maternity ward because they 
didn't have room in the other 
part of the hospital. Carol came 
into see me and she (Indermuhl) 
was still working that floor. She 
came in and told Carol she 
couldn't sit on the bed," he 
laughed. 

Aldax also recalled a wild ride 
to Carson City when he was a 
teen-ager while Dr. Hand took 
him in for X-rays. 

"Dr. Hand had this new Lin-

ON THE ROAD. Sisters 
Laverne lndermuhl, .left, and 
Peggy O'Hearn contributed 
many years' nursing service 
~• ro,~r,n.T:ahnP. Hosoital. 

coin, and he had me in the car 
and this retired doctor - Dr. 
Young - in the back seat. He 
must have been going up 
Highway 395 at 90 miles an hour 
showing Dr. Young all the new 
gadgets on his car." 

Carson Valley added its own 
chapter to the hospital history 
when the emergency health 
center opened in 1981. 

"I think it's really exciting to 
be part of the hospital's 40-year 
history," said health center 
manager Ann Traverso. 

"It's just wonderful the way 
the people support the hospital. 
They've always been helpful, but 
they are even more so now since 
we've been here." 

· Tickets for Tuesday's dinner 
are $50 per person, which in­
cludes a copy of the hospital 

Now that they've retired, they 
plan to \ravel in this 26-foot 
recreational vehicle. R-C 
photo 

history. Collier said families 
could purchase additional 
tickets for $25 if they wanted on-

ly one copy of the book. For in­
formation or reservations, call 
the hospital at 882-1361, extension 

255. Cocktails are at 6:30 p.m., 
dinner at 7 p.m., and the pro­
gram begins at 8:30 p.m. 

ANNIVERSARY. 
Emergency Health Center 6th anniversary 
dinner was held last week. Among those at­
tending were, from left, assistant ad­
ministrator In charge of the CVEHC at 

Carson-Tahoe Hospital, Linda Hoover; 
liaison board chairman Hap Haight; center 
manager Ann Traverso; and hospital ad­
ministrator Tom Collier. R·C photo 

Valley emergency center 
celebrates six years 

by JOYCE HOLLISTER 
Staff writer 

Hap Haight, chairman of the Carson Valley 
F.m,mtencv Health Center liaison board, paid 

upon the hospital's board of trustees. 
The CVEHC began operating in the black last 

year, and Haight said that the news of this is 
"good and bad." 

"People say, 'Why raise money for the 
- • ·• ' - • .J Hrr,i..,... ... ,., ,.,..o r,oT"t~in in-

-n 
(D 

er 

}B 

4 
::T 
(D 

JJ 
(D 

" 0 a. 
~ 
!a ~-
G) .. 
a. 
::, 
(D 

~ 
JP 
z 
(D 

< 
~ .. 
""-I 



Valley emergency center 
celebrates six years 

by JOYCE HOLLISTER 
Staff writer 

Hap Haight, chairman of the Carson Valley 
Emergency Health Center liaison board, paid 
tribute to two former champions of the clinic at 
the CVEHC 6th anniversary dinner. 

Haight said that it was because of the 
perseverance of the late Milt Fleischer that the 
center was ever opened. 

"He had the idea for several years," Haight 
said. "I really question that without his leader­
ship if it would have come to pass." 

Also instrumental in establishing the CVEHC 
was Mary Lee Smith, Haight said: 

"Between the two of them, they did more to 
generate enthusiasm in this community ... I 
feel we should pay tribute to them.", ' 

,~:-- Haiglif spoke 'tci'""the· guests· of thi:i"'anm.ial an­
niversary dinner held at the Carson Valley 
Country Club Restaurant Jan. 23. He also 
reminded guests that the center opened many 
months earlier than had been planned because 
of the $200,000 raised in the community to pur­
chase equipment. 

Haight had been recruited by hospital ad­
. ministrator Tom Collier to help raise money for 
the center. 

"The thing that appealed to me more than 
anything else was the attitude of the communi­
ty, trying to get funds," he said. 

Haight said that Collier, who was present at 
. the dinner, also was instrumental in generating 

enthusiasm for the emergency center, urging it 

upon the hospital's board of trustees. 
The CVEHC began operating in the black last 

year, and Haight said that the news of this is 
"good and bad." 

"People say, 'Why raise money for the 
center?' " he said. "There are certain in­
tangibles we must take into considerati6n., such 
as insurance and other incidentals, that don't 
appear on the balance sheets. We're just a 
shade into the black, and we could easily go 
back into the red." 

Haight referred to the drive now on to raise 
funds for replacement of used equipment at the 
CVEHC lab. 

The CVEHC is an affiliate of Carson-Tahoe 
Hospital, and as such is subject to decisions by 
the hospital board. 

"I feel this way," Haight saiq. "This center is -.,, 
a community effort and should continue to be so 
regardless of the affiliation with Carson-Tahoe. : ,f/ 
I think the relationship is great and will con­
tinue to be so." 

Collier spoke briefly, commending 
employees for their dedication (several recents 
ly received five-year pins at an awards 
ceremony) and thanking Ann Traverso for her 
work as center manager. 

He invited the assembled guests, who were 
employees, liaison board members and their 
guests, to the 40th anniversary celebration of 
Carson-Tahoe Hospital Feb. 10. 

Haight also praised Traverso, saying "Annie 
has done a job for the emergency center that 
few people could have done." 
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;· STPU D strl.JQ9!_te_s _to_so_l_ve_w_a_st_e_w_ater ~lage __e!:Qblem§. 
·• Editor's note: The following 1story is the first of a On Friday, district officials will appear before the pay for future work that could cost millions, he added. 
t_wo-paft series on the significant decisions facing the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board with "Regardless of the cost, it has to be done," says Os-
South Tahoe Public Utility District in its effort to pre- the first phase of a master plan to patch up its sewage sian Butterfield, Lahontan's executive officer. "Time's 
vent disasterous sewage spills and to construct a new collection system. up. We can't trade off money for polluting Lake Ta-
wastewater reservoir. STPUD officials can expect Lahontan to be peering hoe." 
By JIM DIPESO over their shoulders to make sure the repairs and im- Cofer says STPUD has gotten the message. "We're 
Tribune Staff Writer proved maintenance recommended in the plan are im- going to try to convince Lahontan we're doing all we 

Exactly one year after spilling 13 million gallons of plemented, no matter what the cost is. can. They've made it clear that if there's another spill, 
wastewater into Heavenly Valley Creek, the South Ta- For the individual property owner, higher sewer we'll get fined. We understand that message." 
hoe Pu~lic Utility District (STPUD) is facing a day of service fees are inevitable, said STPUD General Man- It was one year ago this week that a heavy winter 
accountmg before the agency that has ordered it to put ager Jim Cofer. The district may have to consider storm bulled its way into .the Sierra and poured more 
a_n end to such disasters. · bond sales and will probably go after federal funds to (See Sewage, Page 5) 



;Sewage 
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'.(Continued from Page 1) 
:-,than 3 billion gallons of rain and 
: ·snow onto the Tahoe Basin. 
'.; Torrents of water poured into 
>STPUD's sewage treatment 
l ~ystem and. overwhelmed it. A 
::power failure impaired the 
;:plant's pumping capacity, 
1:emergency storage ponds filled 
i :rapidly and 13 million gallons of 
lipartially treated sewage flood­
;~~g_into Heavenly Valley Creek, 
1\a tributary of Lake Tahoe. 
: : It was the third major sewage 
\\dump into the creek in this de­
\cade, during which about 20 
:;million gallons have spilled 
l ifrom STPUD's system. 
:: .. To comply with a cease and 
·· desist order issued by Lahontan 

last summer, STPUD released 
··;the first phase of the master 
:··plan in· December. Cost of the 
• :recommended first-phase pro­
:: gi:am is $103;000. 
: 'That information, drafted by 
_:'Montgomery Engineers of 
.:walnut Creek, and · an im-

plementation schedule will be 
f:;reviewed by. the board at its 
1,'.rt'ruckee meeting. • 
f:,•;:;:;rhe cease and desist order 
i;:'.jq,entified four areas where the 

t
t·district must take action: 
~-:: ~ Finding and sealing holes in 

,.~ :iti,,: collection system where 
,:•"-ground water and storm runoff 

- "inflow-infiltration" as it's 
termed in the order - leak in. 
,~tifiltration is a serious problem 

,-0ecause it adds to the amount of 
~wastewater the district must 
r· ~,treat. 
;;: During the February 1986 
£.'.storm, more water entered the 
tplant .than the district was able 
-,:to treat and store, and 
~discharge into the creek was 
-;'.necessary "to prevent washout 
t•of treatment plant facilities," 
:!:according to the Lahontan re­
{:port that recommended the 
;;:;cease and desist order. 
~ Between Feb. 15 and Feb. 23, 
:~1986, the district was receiving 
~-each day an average of more 
fthan 2 million gallons of 
fwastewater than is permitted 
thy Lahontan. 
$ In addition, Cofer says about 
-..:half of the district's lines are in 
~:stream zones, vulnerable to in­
<filtration from high ground 
~:water. Later on, Montgomery 
::will draft a complete rehabilita­
~tion program for the 400-mile 
::;:collector system. · · . 
~ -·-· Tia .......... : ___ . 4-...,..-,,,0,f,l,,.o,~- ... - ..... .-i'.,:.;~,:.,: 

County. Under state and federal 
law, treated sewage cannot be 

-discharged in the Tahoe Basin. 
Power failures were factors 

in the 1980 and 1986 spills, ac-
cording to Lahontan. . 

• Checking for and fixing 
leaks in the district's 60 mil­
lion-gallon emergency storage 
basin at the corner of Pioneer 
Trail and Black Bart Road. 

The holding pond long has 
been suspected of allowing 
wastewater to seep into the 
ground, where algae nutrients 
could find their way into Lake 
Tahoe. According to a 1985 
estimate, 21 million gallons of 
wastewater stored in the pond 
between December 1983 and 
June 1985 are unaccounted for. 

"Percolation seems the most 
likely fate of this wastewater," 
according to a report from La­
hontan's parent agency, the 
state Water Resources Control 
Board . 

Results of well monitoring to 
further pin down pond leakage 
will be presented to Lahontan 
this week. The district faces a 
pond lining project, which could 
cost millions. 

• An improved maintenance 
program to prevent line 
blockages. 

Cofer says the district has 
taken action on "high priority" 
problems this year. Among 
them are manholes - those 
ubiquitous metal plates that 
look as ·harmless as ·a penny 
loafer, but have rec~ved much 
o'f the blame for allowing water 
to pour into STPUD's lines. 

Water can get into manholes a number of ways, through the 
"pick holes" used to pry them 
open or from people opening 
them up to relieve• local 
flooding. Lifting a manhole just 
a few inches can drain thou­
sands of gallons of storm flow in 
short order, Butterfield said. 

The district has begun a 
public education program ask­
ing citizens to leave manholes 
and sewer cleanouts closed dur­
ing storms and to avoid running 
tap water to prevent pipe freez­
ing. 

This year, Cofer says, five 
manholes have been rehabili­
tated and square manholes, dif­
ficult to seal, are being _replac-

\ ()\RJ:'~Y;;~ ~\ 
y)~ 



ed. Eventually, all of the more 
than 4,500 square and vented 
manhole covers should be 
replaced, according to the Mon­
tgomery study. . 

Manhole work is not cheap. 
Rehabilitating manhole struc­
tures can cost up to $2,500 a pop, 
according to the Montgomery 
study. 

To pay the $103,000 cost of the. 
manhole and maintenance pro-·· 
grams outlined in the study, the 
district .probably will impose a 
sewer fee increase, Cofer said, 
altho1.1gh he declined. to 
estimate the amount. Single- . 
family homeowners today pay 
about $220 annually for sewer 
service. 

Lining the emergency pond 
will be much more expensive. 
Cofer says the cost could range 
anywhere from $333,000 to sev­
eral million, depending on the 
kind of material that will be 
needed. The district has asked 
for bids from engineering firms 
to design the project. The im­
plementation schedule calls for 
construction to begin next year. · 

Also under consideration is a 
second pond to accommodate 80 
percent of storage needs. "This 
measure, at an estimated cost 
of approximately $1.2 million, 
should be given further con: 

sideration as construction of 
additional storage may be key 
to preventing further large­
scale. discharges within the 
Lake Tahoe Basin," Butterfield 
wrote to Cofer last month. 

Lahontan also is prodding the 
district to have enough emer­
gency power and pump capaci­
ty available to fully' treat 
wastewater and get it out of the 
basin. Cost is an estimated $1 
million to $1.4 million to have 
emergency power for full 
treatment and $750,000 to $1 mil­
lion _for. emergency pumping at 
Luther Pass, according to But­
terfield's letter to Cofer. 
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· But Cofer says there are lim­
its to' what the district can af­
ford. "It's not cost-effective to 
build a complete standby power 
plant ... You're talking millions 
of dollars." 

As it stands today, a cutoff of 
power to the Luther Pass pump 
means. the district must store 
wastewater in the emergency 
storage 'pond or at the plant 
itself. That could bring 
"catastrophic results" in a pro­
longed power cutoff, the cease 
and desist order said. 

. . If the plant itself loses power; 
emergency generators· could 
send wastewater. to the storage 

pond, but not out of the Tahoe 
Basin, even if Luther is running 
like a clock. That's because the 
district's emergency power can 
only provide first-stage, or 
"primary" treatment. Sen9ing 
partially treated water into the 
Luther pump would quickly 
cause the equipment to break 
down, according to Lahontan. 

"Consideration shall be given 
such that 'the export of effluent 
·will occur under all conditions," 
Butterfield wrote to Cofer. 

Thursday's story will look at. 
Alpine County's wastewater 
reservoir. 
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..-----.~~t".":,;,;-7"J:':,"'---1 Avian holer:a is a baceteria 

C 
· · 'h • 0 ·k ' · that spl',ads rapdily where arson vln , , large nlJ\lber of birds con• 

gregate. ht biologists say it is· , 
bird' fish kiH not a hea]h threat to humans. : 

There are \n estimated 200 ooo 
· -nvest1gaited w'.1terfow in the nea;by 

. •.· Stillwater Vildlife Management 
Area. · 

·· FALLON, Nev., (UPI) ..,,. 
Federal biologists have 

' started burning -the .. car• 
casses tif hundreds of bit'ds in 
the c~rsori. sink fo ~top t~e 
spread: of aviari' c):lol"cr.:i ·_ to .. 
other birds in' a. ·nearby' 
waterfowl migration area. .· 

Piles , of pelicans, ducks; 
coots, tavens -·and cor· 
morants were set afire in the 
area east of here Wednesday. 
(Sea KIii, !'age 6) · · 

Meanwhil, biologists have;. 
upped their 'stimates fo 7 mil·· . 
lion of the Il!mber of fish that·: 
h:1ve mystenusly died in the'.·. 
sink. The pre,ous estimate was·· .. 
3 million. \ ; 

Officials .sa dead fish littet 
30 to 40 miles shoreline of the· -
shrinking ,Iak The cause · of .. -
~eath of the sc_ enger tui · chub. ,. 
·fish has not b . found but it is.:: 
apparently not elated to the -
death of the bird .. , 

_Ro? Anglin, anager of th~,·_ 
wildlife area, sa the results of :: 
tests should be' completed iri" · 
early March, \ 
· Anglin and otkrs· think th~ ·; 

shrinking size tj the sink ins'.'.'. 
creases the saliniy and rri.ay be\j 
the cause of the,death. ,,,:,, 
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End of era for Conte I: 
No more 5-digit dialing 

PY SHEILA GARDNER if taff writer 

T \. Continental Telephone Co. 
I customers who use the "782" 
/ and "694" dialing exchanges will 
have to give up shortcut dialing 
as of Feb. 28. 

That's the date Conte! im­
plements another step in its $2.7 
million program to convert the 
service to a computer-driven 
central office. The company also 
will phase out the rest of its local 
operators that day. 

"It all ties into the project that 
redirects our operator services 
traffic to Reno," said Jim 
McFarland, customer services 
manager. 

Previously, customers on the 
"782" ~xchange could complete 
their calls by just dialing the "2" 
and the rest of the telephone 
number. The same service ap­
plied to Alpine County 
customers on the "694" ex­
change. 

McFarland said 6,000 
customers on the two exchanges 
will notice faster dialing with the 
new process, clearer exchanges . 
~nd improved voice quality. 

■ - - - --- .. -

"This new project also allows 
us to provide these customers 
with call waiting, call forwar­
ding, · three-way calling and 
speed dialing," he said. , 

"You can think of your push­
button telephone pad as a com­
puter terminal, and instead of 
buying and installing your own 
equipment, it gives you access to 
ours." 

McFarland said the computer­
driven equipment is part of a na­
tionwide trend by telephone 
companies. 

"Contel's western division 
hopes to complete the process by 
1991, but we're a little bit ahead 
of things here in Nevada." 

He said 356 Glenbrook 
customers are the only 
subscribers who haven't made 
the switch, which Conte! began 
in 1982, but the telephone com­
pany hopes to complete that pro­
cess within a year. 

"It involves a lot of money 
anytime you change a central 
switching center like this, and 
that's why we've tried to stagger 
the process," McFarland said. 

"We've had to wait until the 
old equipment was fully 

I ■ 

depreciated and we had a cash 
reserve built up," he said. 

Conte! serves 17,500 lines from 
its Carson Valley facility, and 
McFarland said the new process 
could accommodate any in­
crease in population. 

He said the local directory 
assistance number also will 
change from "113" to "411" with 
the switchover to conform with 
the rest of the area. 

"We'll finally have the· whole 
Carson Valley switched to the 
computer-driven process, and 
everybody will have the same 
services available. It's the most 
dramatic change in service in 
the past 20 or 30 years," he said. 

"I don't think anybody will 
notice the change. When you do 
a changeover, you run into pro­
blems, but this is the fifth or 
sixth time we've done this and 
we're really getting good at it." 

Conte! also is implementing a 
mechanized calling card ser­
vice, which connects users with 
a computer instead of an 
operator, and an integrated call­
ing service that. provides 
customized calling for business 
customers, McFarland said. 
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Leman H. Miller 2 J.. 
/ , - z_.f.rJ ... 'K7 

Woodfords native Leman 
Henry Miller died Feb. 16 in 
Gardnerville. He was 83. 

Mr. Miller was born Jan. 7, 
1904, and had been a lifetime 
Woodfords resident. 

He was a lumberjack for the 
Manke Sawmill and an Army 
veteran of World War IL 

He is survived by a daughter, 
Carlene Mose of Westpoint, 
Calif.; son, Myron of Susanville, 
Calif.; and numerous nieces and 
nephews. ·, 

A graveside funeral was h1qld 
Saturday at Woodfords 
Cemetery, under the direction of 
Walton's Chapel of the Valley, 
Carson City. 
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I 0· t~~f,,···••2--2.ra-n-· 
•t~~~~~si~!,~,~-i~!!l·g~Z~~~~jirom.fu~: 

Special t~ th~ :R~C' ':·"!'':''·t, e;'.,: 0
• ~:: '.to accomJ>ari~ l~l>~tef 'c~~il< dark skins of P~?t Noll' ~.apes,:, . 

·. ·, . ; p·,·// .:. ·:,,\.. , . . ;, > .Jones .~gan hi~ c:i:rcwt,:•and> completed the,visual presenta~, 
~~ha~t; ;:J'oqes?;f ;I)µ-ectof '> ot/,vistted eacb .. 9£: µie rol.llld,t:aples, '.ic. tion ~i~.Creaµi P'¥f .$~al}S in,,l;l. . 

• :~~1{:~~1;;~;~mt~it!tiii~i~i~~r~iitgl~t::Ii):r;~~h~~~~0ir~t!~;:~1i,:;; 
meil').~1"5-/an<t ~~~t~t~tbeir /everythmg,''".~ and -answered··•· ·wme matched.the swe~tness of ;1 
February 18th meeting• at Car~ question5, •· . the . de~sert, r~fr_eshrng th~./ 

:~twm9e~;l~:;)!~;,t1i~YI;j(:¥~{st~~;be~~t~~~:}:i:::talr~t::j ... :,, ... ·.· .. ·_ . ··-,,··.'. 
hon~;+f~J,:.'.;;:::Noy1ces \,and,veat, Breast< Sierra >and,,:\ • 'l,'henext dinneqn~~tmg of the 

' .... Oenophil~::{:\}/i';_\:fi.; 'F':;f,;.)''[}y~getapl~ were co~pleri.iente<(r: P~rs~,n yalley pJ,iapter 'of WINO~ ... 
· ... · . Fo~o\_Vll)g . c1,J?lind tasting of r with CJ')andoµ Reserve ijrut, th~ .)j wiU be ,March, 18 at Walley'.s., : 1 

.·. four ;:faHforlli.a),cnamP,agnes, \/ C1iar90,nriay grapes crusheq for_} Chat~au ~t. ·: Jean of·• S9noma' \ 
Jones~•· eff~rvescent' as· the thisagedwinewereharvestedin ,. V~ll~y,'.~:"will b~ .. t?e ;Jeatur~,d. :, 
spar~g w1~~ h~ represented,. < 1977, ,_resulting .. ii) the fruit,,, .. ,wm_ery, For .thos~, mterestedlll, 1 

.dramaticaHy demonstr~ted, the .characteristics, diminishing and, ~ atte~ding, ·, please ,.· phone:.;i 
art of silently andsafely uncork~ a toastiness evolving. .; , -- }.: . Walley's 782-8155for uuorma.tion , 
ing a bottle of the bubbit.· .·' < .· : ,,_ · Beautiful Blanc de Noirs. with , or reservations. , . . .. . .... 
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~oache$iasaski#g,fWho's:'' '.})., 
that' Chandler ktd?:'We were)ort of s11iclrni'.ing ?(/ 

; to,Oµr~~lv~'?.':/W~krieww~~ he·W~i/~r{t:·}i;.<tk<,:, 
/\'.~6,µgl~sni~h Sch99l .$kf c~~~h ·Jeanne Turn-\ .\i: 
•· .beaugh~as:tic~e<l to s,e~ :.!9ey cJia,pdlf.r.spee4 ;er 
· off w1lnfirst placeJil the J><>ys, giant .slalom :r<,'/: , : . 
race at the Northern,N~vada'.AAA;alp{Qe~kiing/. 
zone finals:sattirday.at Slid~,Mountai~.;gfct .... :,. ';j .. 

.. For Chandler ft m~rely ~e¢~ed Ji~e:;ariother.J,) \, 
day'at the officef.: ·:··: .. ~: .. <,:·. n:\/Y,fe.:.{J\t' 

"I did.OK,''. thfDQuglasj~ior ~Jµ-ugged/ 1 
••• ,J;. 

. 3:fter his giantslalom·vjcy;,i:y;;whi£,h'.he won,,?Y:t,· 
.f1ve~tenths of a s~cond .o.v~.r,,pnmei:;:t:tP. Jo11, ,; ,i · .. · · 
· Olsen of Reno High/'.'." -;/N.:·:,r! •· Y{;Wff:Jf::;tf''/,;;(} ·:/ 

·• .· · Chandler .and Olsen trcide(fplac~f1i(~µ11<lay) > 
' slal<>m event, whicb\y~s .cuf ~l;lort,Wheij::h)c~t~? ; 
, __ . \i:·i/:<-::· : ;:- ~\. r ; .. <' .,. ~- ::\~ :·\: ::\ \~~ -~-'.--.\~>, ~.-~: 1)'·_ .-- :JJ.~-~>-:1 :\1-~~f ~i~:t~~~J~tf}i _ 

".>t ft>r thC reCC>f(f 
~' " \ . l J, .:;:\ .. \ ; , ·.\ ; ' J ( , , ,. • } " , I , 

'.''· :by DAVID PRICE, $ports.editor·. 
, • J .\\·1,;,:··:;,,'~.':.-': \/~_.~.'~!·,:·,.1'i·1;fq({)~Y:r· - , .·,.,:.,;\·~-;:i_:,>:;/,:,,••· . >.,. 

were uncovered on the course .. That.result left .... 
the two rivals tied for the meet's combined . 
boys'.:;champioµsµip_t~op~y .. · · ·· ,.; .. • . t\h. ;.-,. ,,. 

• .. ;<;handler's'i}V~Ii actuany s}loulcln:t ~av~c<>metr: 
. as i'my surprise~ ,because he.had won four races, : : 
placed second in another and fell in his two • •. · .· • . 
· other appearances during the regular;Northern · · 
1AAA.seasonJ:'. !.;.·,:,,.•,,;. ,1•,,.:;:,c,\1 ... · .•. 'li/i, i'[ .. 

He'was a success onthe l,ligh school circuit, · 
'but his winter season on ;tlie slopes is far from· 
,over/In fa~t,this schedule with the Kirkwood : 
'.Ski·Education Foundation·program has been,,.•>'.':>: 
very'successful arid is just about to getfn<'..:Sr.? · 
teresting;iy,•;51,.J.•C,': .,. .2:1;' <;i,,r,t :tn;,!;J:,3::."T 
r.,·<'He'sha'd quite a successful season,'', . . :o )·•, 
KSEF's •Gretchen :Weber said,; "This is just }!is r,1: 
firstyea·ratthis age;le'vel•(l&,17 year olds) and 
he's consistently beeninthe'topl5.:That's!not. :,;• 
· dazzling;, but it is pretty good.'" , •' ; ·, · ·· 
. ·.Looking back for just a moment,he logged ·. •· 

17th- and :18th-place finishes during the two-day . 
Rondele giant slalom just two weeks ago at c: '·· 
Heavenly Valley .. That was a strong perfor-< •• .' 
mance; considering the field assembled for the ·· 
Far West Ski t\ssociation event. There Were145 
entdes reb. 15 i~ th? men's race (ages 14~21), 

- ... ·"• ~--- ~-·-·""" , ........... ,. ""~·""J I 

\ 7J~th .a tirne uf l~CS.:J3~ Cb.z.ndler finished l• 

:;,';:th that day µ1 a time .. of,1:0$.S2, j;.;.st /i~ ?ehir1~ . l! 
Gavin McClurg of the HeaverJy Valley sK1 t~am 

. {:t~~~tt,el\1,~f~-~c~f-fl)::i~ ~he~~.,}~ ?·?r ) ' ... j 
Seven-l®ths, pf.~ :S~~g;n.i:} seems H~e so llt:tJ,e. \C , ! •··. trrne~ I:n.<sktiracjJ;lg,•fractions of.seconds mean a ·:··, 

·worldofdifferenc~. ::: :.C' _,.i.:: :c.: ~ 
' ''I'I~ on' the Far West development team~ . 

'I'hat gives me a hat; net r.iuch more. Th~re's '. : 
more if I make the Fa,. West team - i;ny race ·. 
fees wolJ].d te p~idfor -~ pµt tllat:s.~bo~Jt s.~-:, 

··.Cund and.a'half c!\V~y,.'/?;->?. ·?.JttJ,'{)i'' .·.}'} ,, 
' F,a will co11tfo.ue"on thatski trail 'next week· . 
wh~n .t~e competes in a five-day Ro~ct.eJe ~e~iep .· . 1 
event at Bea;.·Valley (thre,;::_super g1?cnt s~ai.om;; .. 
.c:nd two slalonis). They are qualifying· rac:es for 
tli'eWestern Stafes ;UIUor;~19µampi0ns11ips ' .. 

· March 16:;21.in Missi,on Ridg~, Wash... ·· .. 
.: ~~?~d.l~i: e:xpe~ts t~ qu~ifY for the trip ~ 
W~hington. Anq one~. th~.re, a good sµoy.i:1n~ 
would be worth anothertrip, this time ~o. i- :.' 
Alaskifor:FIS irlternat{oµ~l races. '.;, ; . ' 
• : "I'd like to go to West~i;-n ~@tes andto · , ,; " 
· Alaska fm.~ the FI.S races; those are my two big 
go"al.;, for thi~ }ear'" Chandl~r .said ... ; , . ..· . > 

."I'm skiing wen right now; espec1ahy m the. · l 
g.s. (giantslalom)," the 16-year-old from I 
Kirkwood indicated. ''This has. been.~ g<>0d - · . 
ye~r .. My _re~ults have improv~g; I'v~l>een in 
the top 20 in ~yery ~ac~ an,d I'ye had, iiJot of , ·, . 
eigJ1th and ninths." , . , . . 

It's an important season for a young man ,· 
who started on skis at the age of 3. . . . . 

·. i'This is my deciding year. If I do well this i 

year; t~en I'dH~{e t9 go on," sa,ip. (;ha11cllef,,:,:'., l 
who has. aspirations to compete m pollej~; , · · , , 
(sehelattically, he ranks neiat the ~op ot ma • 

· ju.,ior Qlass at. DolJgiA§;: ··. · ,,.. :0• • ·, • 

H¢ stopped at that poi~t, ~ltho1;1gh_ he h~'lte~ .· _ 
that the North American Ski Series 1s ~- d,isU1;11t 
dream'-,- "a super goal, if I started. S~lilg re~tl~< 
ly, really well.'.' . " · .. · . · .. , ..- , .\,; :> _ 

.. ''That's the way Joey is,'' Weber said. "He's . 
an acpieyer. lie always sets _goals that he _c~n ·, 
reach: He sets 1;hem methodkally and, log1call~, 
then.achieve~ them/1•· .· • · • .... • ,. ·· ·· ' • 
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L:J op Tiger , ·•· 
j \iosiu ChandJe~ sped to first place in the 
' :"slalom and second, in:,the giant .sla!o,m -~nd 

a first place He in the combined boy$ stan­
'dings at the Northern Nevada AAA alpine 
sk(ing finais last weekend at Slide Moun-

1 tain, a performance that earned Oouglas 
! High's Athlete of the We~k award. R-C 
j. photo 
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Bake sale 

Seven-year-old Crista Hollenberg was a parents are raising money to take the pre­
customer at the recent bake sale at Miller's schoolers on a trip at the end of the school 
Market sponsored by the Woodfords Head year. R-C photo -
Start Parent . Advisory Committee. The 
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OFFICERS. Honor Society officers at Douglas 
High are, from left, Alisa Hicks, vice president; 
Gina Jenkins, president; Susan McKibben, 
class valedictorian; speaker Fred Dressler; 

Michelle Hall, secretary; Cris Etchegoyhen, 
adviser; and Tom Gregory, treasurer. R-C 
photo 

Douglas High Honor Society 
Thirty new members of the 

Douglas High School chapter of 
the National Honor Society were 
inducted last week in a 
candlelight ceremony in the 
school's cc;>mmons. 
· ·Fred Dressler, life-long ran-

cher of Carson Valley now 88 
years old, spoke to the assembl­
ed gathering. 

Heidi Kohz and Jeff Gardner 
provided music for the event. 
Refreshments were served 

foiloviing the ceremony to 
parents and friends of the 
students. 

New members are Darren 
Lancaster, Peyton Bertino, 
Jared Blackford, April Brown, 
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HONOR SOCIETY. New members of the 
Douglas High School chapter of the National 
Honor Society were inducted In candlelight 

ceremonies at the high school last Thursday. 
Rancher Fred Dressler spoke to the group. R-C 
photo 

inducts new members 
Tammy Bruns, Patrick Clark, 
Alan Draper, Niki Etheredge, 
Amy Falkenstein, Dina Gigli,. 
William Heckman, Rail Hug­
gans, Alene Izoco, Michael 
Lawton, Kelli Lingelbach, 
Stephanie May, Paul Meadows, 

Crystal Morrison, Brian Morton, 
Jon Murray, Linde Pirtle, Bran­
don Roman, Matt Sheets, Bonnie 
Shields, Susan Sullivan, Trina 
..Valenzuela, Theresa Waltcm, 
Leah Weissman, Heide Winckler 

. and David Woodard. 

Adviser is teacher Cris Et­
chegoyhen. 

Students must earn a 3.6 grade 
poh1t average or better to be 
eligible for the Honor Society. 
Citizenship is also considered in 
the selection process. 



exchange held. 
•• • • •• •.• t l -

by SHEl1-A GARDNER 
Staff writer 

Educators from Alpine Coun-
. ty and Gardnerville Elementary 

School recently completed a 
classroom exchange that both 
faculties say opened lines of 
communication. 

GES Principal Klaire Pirtle 
said the concept developed while 
she was attending lectures at 
Diamond Valley School wilh 
Gene Bedley, an Irvine, Calif., 
principal whci was named 1984 
educator of the year. 

·"While I was at Diamond 
Valley School meeting tl1e staff 
and faculty, we decided to ex­
change some teachers for a day 
to see what each school is 
doing," Pirtle said. 

Diamond Valley Principal. 
Gerald Herrick coordmated the 
plan with Pirtle, and the trade 
,,. arranged for the last week 
i1. _ .-!bruary. 

In additioq to the principals' 
trading places •for a day, each 
school exchanged at least 10 
teachers and staff members. 

GES participants included 
teachers Konnie Susich, Susan 
Mathews, Ken Dressler, Jan 
Sullivan, Nevalyn Miller, Jim 
Bell, Rod Jones, Bob Rajs, 
Cheryl Naumann and Mary 
Boykin, and counselor Marly 
Skaggs. 

iamond Valley sent teachers 
Lisa Fontana, Lenn Mackey, 
Lynn Schaeffer, George Cretilli, 
Catherine Parker, Mary Kar­
rasch, Sharon Osgood, Jerry 
Price and Ginger Cratik, 
librarian Jeanne Lane and 
counselor Rod Smith. 

Pirtle said the first apparent 
difference in schools was size. 
Diamond Valley has 120 students 
and 10 teachers in kindergarten 
through 8th grade. GES has 
nearly 600 children in 
k;-J"rgarten through 5th grade 
,. .1 staff of more than so. 

Class size at the Alpine County 

school averages 14 to 16, 
students while Gardnerville has 
about 25 students in each class. 

"Diamond Valley was like a 
family because it was so small," 
Pirtle said. "But it was just like 
my school. I learned we all share. 
the same problems and con­
cerns, hopes and joys. Their pro­
blems are so similar to ours." 

Herrick said the exchange 
gave his staff the opportunity to 
visit a larger school with more 
classes at each grade level and 
see how the facility is organized. 

"It was a positive experience. 
We had the opportunity to reach 
out to our closest school 
neighbor. We see this as a begin­
ning in other areas of cur­
riculum. We got to know the 
staff better and the school in 
general. The most important 
factor was opening up some · 
lines of communication with our 
neighbor and putting the faces 
with the narries," Herrick said. 

Pirtle said students at Dia­
mond Valley had many ques­
tions about their neighbors. 

"They wanted to know what 
time school started and the 
number of field trips we take. 
One class didn't know a woman 
could be a principal. They all 
were very attentive, and it was a 
lot of fun," she said. 

She said the children at GES 
enjoyed getting to know teachers 
from another school. 

"The staff from Diamond 
Valley who came here were just 
Leaching their hearts out," Pir­
tle said. 

She hopes to initiate a student 
exchange with Diamond Valley, 
maybe bringing the entire stu­
dent body to GES when the 
school celebrates its annual Bas­
que Day in June. 

"This is just the beginning of 
things we can do," Pirtle said. 
"It was very interesting and just 
a lot of fun. We didn't realize it 
would be so successful." 

TRADING TEACHERS. Dia­
mond Valley School 5th and 
6th grade teacher Jerry Price 
is surrounded by the Gardner­
vi 11 e Elementary School 
students of Rod Jones whom 
Price. taught for a day in a 
teacher exchanQe. They are, 

TEACHER FOR A DAY. Fourth 
graders Teresa Hadfield, 
center and Kelley Menesini, 
right, welcome ·teaqher 
Sharon Osgood to GES for a 

Julie Whitacre: (kneeli 
Jeanne Dossey, Jamie Hu 
Darcie Proffitt and BE 
Anderson (sitting); Brandi 
cade, Laura Edsall and · 
Cioffi. R-C photos by Jc 
Hollister 

.day. Osgood swap! 
classes with Jim .. Bel, ·, 
taught her 4th grade at 
mond Valley·School _in Al; 
County. R-C photo 
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Avalanche . slldeshow.,,, A 
lid. eshow about avalanche. s will be offere~ . 
t the Alpine County Library i 

. arkleeville, Friday, March 20, 7:30 p.m 
lvalanche expert David Beck will presen 
~ 

the program. Refresh_ments·wm bE: serve~. 
The Alpine County Fnen?s ~f the Library is_ 
sponsoring the event, which is free and open 
to the public. " · - . · _ .- ·, --
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Mis~i:Alpine County3.1?~11 

:·pageant set March. 21 
Laura Helsel, Monica Richert, 

and Tiffany Branscombe are 
competing for the title of Miss 
Alpine County. 

All three are Alpine seniors at 
Douglas High. School. 

The girls will be judged on 
poise, charm, personality, and 
talent at the coming annual 
pageant. 

Miss Alpine will receive a $500 
scholarship from the Alpine 
County Chamber of Commerce. 
First runner-up receives a $350 
scholarship, and second runner-

, up will receive a $50 savings 
bond. 

The pageant will be held on 
March 21 at Turtle Rock Park., 
Guests may meet the girls at 7 
p.m. ahd the competition starts 
at 8. 

Admission is free. Music will 
be provided by the Alpine Trio. 

MONICA RICHERT 

Hors d'oeuvres are needed. 
Families are invited to the 
event. 

TIFFANY BRANSCOMB~ 

LAURA HELSEL 
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A MEMBER of the California-Nevada Snowmobllers Association . In the Blue l-akes. area of H_ope Valley. See more photos about 
files through the air on his machine during a recent g_roup ride the ride on.Page 1_B. ' --- . 



t'age 1B 

How do you spell, "Winter Fun"? 
For hundreds of people who flock to Hope Valley each weekend, the answer comes 

in one word - snowmobiling. 
Over the last few years, the Blue Lak.e area of Hope Valley has become a mecca 

for snowmobiling enthusiasts.-Oesignated as a snowmobile-park, the wilderness 
area covers thousands of acres and is supervised by the U.S. Forest Service. The 
park is unique in the sense that it is maintained with revenues received from the 
·registration of snowmobiles through the Department of Motor Vehicles. The riders 
themselves shoulder most of the responsibility for the park's upkeep. Since the 
snowmachines travel on the snow and not the ground, the impact to the terrain is 
minimal. 

Recently, more than 350 enthusiasts gathered at South Lake Tahoe for the annual 
California-Nevada Snowmobilers Association Convention. Riders from as far away 
as Wisconsin enjoyed attending the meetings at the,cHigh Sierra Casino Hotel and 
riding through the beautiful Blue Lakes snowmobile p~k. 

Pictured here are some of the activities enjoyed on a typical weekend. 



Photos byKurt Molnar 

:~ RIDERaets a tov/after runnlna out of Qas. 

FRIENDS COMFORT a _rider who took a small spill, but was 
not s~riously injured. 





A LOCAL hot-dogger puts his machine through the paces on an open stretch of snow in Hope Valley. 
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Obituaries 

William L. Walker 

William L. Walker of Gard­
nerville died March 21 at a Car­
son hospital. He was 78. 

He and his wife, June, retired 
_to Gardnerville in 1971, coming 
from Southern California. Mrs. 
Walker died in 1982. . 
. Mr. W_alker is survived by a 

sister and a brother. 
He was . cremated at Fit­

zHenry Funeral Home and 
· Crematory in Carson City, which 
was in charge of arrangements. 

Alfreda Anthon;1,. 

A service will be held today 
(Mar~h 26) for Alfreda Antho~, 
who died at a Carson hospital on 
March 23. She was 53. 

She was born in Markleeville 
on Aug. 10, 1933, to John and May 
Longbough Anthony. She was a 
lifelong resident of Alpine Coun­
ty . 

Sh_e is survived by daughters 
Nadine Weller of Markleeville 
ai:id Charline Anthony of Carson 
City; brothers Gonnie Anthony 
of Rohnert Park, Calif., and Er­
nie. Ant~ony of Crescent City, 
Cahf.; sisters Pearl Crawford of 
Gardnerville, Frances Snoo~s of 
Woodfords, Carmelita Rakow of 
Fredericksburg, Evelina · Stone 
of Big Pine, Calif., Ninga An­
thony of Markleeville, Rena .Aii­
fno !!X of Gardnerville and 
Madelina Henr of Woodfords. 

ervice will be held at, 1 p.m. 
at Walton's Chapel of the Valley 
in Carson City followed by bw-ial 
in Woodfords. 
· Walton's Chapel of the Valley 

was in charge of arrangements. 
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wineniaSter tfdm ··California 
by GINA GIGL_L 

Pete Downs, the winemaker 
for Chateau St. Jean's sparkling 
wines, was the guest speaker for 
the March 18th Wine Investiga­
tion _For Novices and Oenophiles 
(WINO) dinner meeting at 
Walley's. 

Downs informed his audience 
that Chateau St. Jean has two 

. winery facilities. White table 
wines are produced in the Ken-:· 
wood, Sonoma County winery, 
which is open to the public. 

The other winery, also._· in 

. . . . .. ,. ' - . 

Sonoma County, is not·'open for 
visitors, and makes Brut and 
Blanc de Blancs in the cham­
pagne method · (methode 
champenoise). 

As Downs described the steps 
used for sparkling wine - mak­
ing the wine, fermenting it in 
bottle, ageing, riddling, disgorg-

. ing, and adding the dosage - the 
WINO members sipped Chateau 
St. Jean 1983. Blanc de Blancs. 

After an appetizer of sole and 
shrimp, 1985 Fume Blanc, Rus­
sian River Valley, was poured. 
The grassy, herbaceous white 

wine complemented the green 
salad. . 

Two Chateau St. Jean wines; 
1984 Chardonnay, Dry Creek 
Valley, and 1984 Pinot Blanc, 
Alexander Valley, were served 
with Chicken Kiev. 

The winemaker said - that 
Pinot Blanc may well be the next 
"hot" wine, though at the pre­
sent time it's not recognized for 
its true value . 

· The evening was topped off 
with Lemon Chiffon Pie · and 
honeyed Select Late Harvest 
Johannisberg Riesling. , 
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SADD group hell)Sat'-~ 
Fernley High Assembly 

On March 27, "Mirage" and 
four of the Students Against 
Driving Drunk officers par­
ticipated at an assembly in 
Fernley. 

"Mirage" played three songs 
including "The Sad Song" and 
was given two standing ovations. 
Speeches were made by Karen 
Owen, the group's adviser, on 
the dangers of alcohol; Joy 
Uhart spoke on the trauma of 
losing her daughter Sarita to a 
drunk driver; Trooper Steve 
Syzdek (Nevada Highway 
Patrol) spoke on the dangers of 
riding without seatbelts and 
drinking and driving. . 

Melanie Owen also read a 
speech prepared by Michelle 
Hall about losing your best 
friend. The students at Fernley 
were enthusiastic and seemed 
interested. Many students turn-

ed out after the assembly to ask 
questions and show their ap­
preciation to the group for their 
performance. 

On Sunday, March 29, Candee 
Gardner, Wendi Davis, Elise 
Miluck, Kristin Young, Susan 
Kuhl, Heather Smith and Karen 
Owen were interviewed on the 
Lynn and Morris Show which 
aired on KGVM, 99.3 FM from 
5-6 p.m. 

The group updated the com­
munity on their activities and 
restated their goals. Susan Kuhl 
presented a series of questions 
which she created for the com­
munity and her peers concern­
ing the consequences of drinking 
and driving adding, "We'd like 
to give a special thank you to 
Lynn and Morris Walker for hav­
ing us on their show." 

SADD is sponsoring an Easter 

egg hunt for the elementary 
kindergarten classes. 

"We're dyeing approximately 
1,000 eggs for the egg hunt. It 
will take place at all three 
elementary schools between 
April 14-16," reported Heather 
Smith. 

Another _ sidelight took place 
on Saturday, March 28 in Carson 
City. Heather Smith observed 
the Carson High SADD chapter 
holding a fundraiser outside of 
Scolari's Warehouse Market. 
They were selling cokes and hot 
dogs. 

"While purchasing a hot dog, I 
introduced myself as a member 
of the DHS Sadd chapter. The 
adviser said how appreciative 
they were of the help we'd given 
them to start their chapter. I 
was happy to see how well they 
were doing," she said. 



SADD ASSEMBLY. Members of the Douglas 
High School Students Against Driving Drunk 
participated in an assembly at Fernley High 
School recently. Back row from left are ad­
viser Karen Owen; members Heather Smith, 

Anna Starbuck, Audra Starbuck and Wendi 
Davis; front . row, members Eric LaClare, 
Melanie Owen, Jennifer Johnson and Joy 
Uhart, mother" of ~arita Uhart, who"was killed 
in a drunk driving accident. OHS photo 
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DHS TEAM. Students In the Douglas High 
School Academic Olympics team are, back 
row from left, Bill Saylor, Jeff Turnipseed, 
Sean Patterson, Shannon Council and John 

Judd; front row, B. J. Alder, Becky Sturgeon,: 
Susan McKibben and Leah Rollins; not pic­
tured, Marianne Ward, Ann Robinson and 
Angus Towse. R-C photo 

WHITTELL TEAM. Students to compete in the 
Academic Olympics from Whlttell High 
School are, back row from left, Kendall 
Wallace, Jim Wiedman, Jeff Lankov, Matt 

Luck, Angel Naves and Zyg Kunczyski; front 
row, Deanne King, Sheri Monach and Heather 
McGraw; not pictured, Matt Bisbee, Heather 
Hartwick and Jessica Ostrow. R·C photo 

Douglas takes 3rd, Whittall 2nd in academic contest 
The Douglas High School 

Academic Olympics team came 
in third against six other high 
school teams in competition that 
ended last week. 

Douglas took first in one of the 
rounds of the competition on 
March 16. Whitten High School 
took third place in the event 
March 9 and second on March 
16. 

In the final tally March 23 at 
DHS, Yerington High School was 

first with 2,010 points, Whitten 
second with 1,890 points, and 
Douglas third with 1,780 points. 

Adviser for the Douglas team 
was media center director Mary 
Ann McKibben, and for Whitten, 
Howard Bennett and Linda 
Cooper. 

Students on the Douglas team 
included Leah Rollins, B .J. 
Alder, Sean Patterson, Bill 
Saylor, Angus Towse, Jeff Tur­
nipseed,* John Judd~ Marianne 

Ward, Ann Robinson, Susan 
McKibben, Becky Sturgeon and 
Shannon Council. 

Students on the Whitten team 
included Matt Bisbee, Zyg Kunc­
zynski, Sheri Monach, Heather 
McGraw, Matt Luck, Heather 
Hartwick, Deanne King, Jim 
Wiedman, Jeff Lankov, Jessica 
Ostrow, Kendall Wallace and 
Angel Naves. 

According to McKibben, the 
Olympics is c.onducted like the 

television game show "Jeopar­
dy," and was first proposed by 
Yerington's Marty Bein. 

Questions are flashed on a 
overhead projector screen, and 
students answer them. Each 
team has a maximum of six peo­
ple, and questions are asked in 
six fields, English, geography­
current events, government­
history, science, math and fine 
arts. 

The Douglas teams have an 

expert in each field, McKibben 
said, with some students profi­
cient in more than one field. 

The questions range in dif­
ficulty, and those that are the 
most difficult earn 50 points, the 
least difficult 10 points. 

The questions were 
"unbelievably tough," McKib­
ben said. There were a lot of 
.questions in math and science, 
and the fine arts questions were 
really technical, she added. 

Superintendent of schools 
Greg Betts, in presenting 
awards to the winning teams, 
said "I hope this is the beginning 
of something big. I hope that 
some day we can have as much 
interest in this type of activity as 
we do in football games." 

McKibben said that Douglas 
plans to take part in Academic 
Olympics again next year as 
well as the Reno television High 
School Bowl program. 



IYou 
said it! 

What's wrong 
with today's 
American 

man? 

TERI NIGRA 
Courtesy clerk 

They're not stable 
enough. I wish it 
was like when my 
mom and dad, 
were young. You 
find one woman 
and you take care 
of her the rest of 
your life. 
Everything seems 
to be getting 
separated, scat­
tered. 

ARLENE MUSTO 
Porterette 

There aren't 
enough of them. 

· Basically, when 
you reach my age, 
40, most of them 
are married. 

HEIDI FATH 
DHS Junior 

They're too 
jealous. They're 
jerks, sometimes, 
and self-centered. 

VICKI 
BROCKHAGE 

Homemaker 
I think they've 
become more 
enlightened, but 
they still have a 
long way to go. 
The women's 
movement has 
made them more 
aware of our feel­
ings and rights. 
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JERRY CUCCARO 
Aerobics . .. 
Instructor. 

As a matter of 
fact, I think he's 
improving. I think 
his compassion is 
growing. I think 
they're tuning in; 
at least mine is. 

DELL.SAMANIEGO 
Bently worker · 

I don't think 
anything is wrong 
with my husband. 
They're all OK. I 
can't find anything 
wrong with them. 



e,~Reaction: 
Continued from page 1 
Borda, also a Lyon County 
representative, Andy Aldax, Ar­
thur Settelmeyer, Frederick 
Dressler, Pat Kimmerling, Gor­
don Fricke and Ed Sarman. 

Initially, Carson City, already 
facing a possible water shortage 
by 1995, would be the main 
benefactor of thP project. 

Flood plain could go 
. :•:"" 

quests, Rackley added. • It is estimated that by the 
But much of the water is set year 2035, the three valleys 

aside for agricultural use and would require 70,000-acre feet of 
not always used, which will pro- water for municipal use. They 
bably give Carson Valley some now draw almost 14,000 acre 
breathing room, according to feet. 
Rackley. •The Carson Water Sub-

At the same time, about 60 conservanc·y District agreed to 
percent of the growth in the take on the project, but Carson 
region is expected to occur in City would have to be brought in- · 

But Carson Valley - or at 
l<>a~t portion.~ nf-:it '- is·rapilily 
approaching,.the point where it 
will hnve to rely on a municipal 
system am! reservoir as well, 
according to Rackley. 

Carson Valley, he added. ,. ,t.9 ~h~.?l,~t,1,;~ctib)'.)!WN,te !sw1a~:,n 
;,,,_; "The; thi-ee'basins could'ihiike ,,,,the proJrc;.t,fe~S\\!!f!,,1& '''" ,,i"d C:,,,, 
· it throu'gh the next 10 years," he "Carson Valley has the water; .. 

ht t:,":IL.1HH:llet.i UJ.at Can;ou 
Valley may be only 20-30 years 
bd,iud Garson City and Dayton 
Valley in its need for w.iter to 
meet grov.tl., espec1afly in pro­
hlPm HrPRS such as ,John.son 
Lane and Huhenstroth. 

oecause su1ne estunates show 
that water in Carson Valley is 
alreaay over-allocated, the state 
engineer may shut off further re-

said. "Beyond that we have to Carson City has the·· tax base. 
start asking where are we going That's really what it boils down 
to get our water?" to," Rackley said. 

"I hate to see it come, but I 
know it will," Gardnerville •The tentative budget for the 
Town Board member Donald district comes in at about 
Garrison said. "We need to do $440,000 for an additional year of 
something about it." study. Carson Valley's share 

County commissioners had re- would be $12,00o,· Dayton's 
quested more public opinion $60,000 and Carson City $358,000. 
before taking any position on the The district also is proposing a 
proposed project. 5.58 cent tax rate per $100 of 

Town Board members also assessed valuation. 
learned the following: •After 20-30 years, more 

domestic water could be made 
available by creating· an adja­
-.:ent reservoir near the Bodie 
::reek site to tie in use of the 
West Fork of the river. 

This reservoir also would be 
about 50,000 acre feet, with a 
current price tag of $60-$65 
million. · 
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Reaction in towns to .dam is mixed 
by TREVA ZELLER 
Staff writer 

Reaction to a proposed darn 
on. the Carson River remains 
mixed: Water is needed for 
growth, but flood protection 
would kill some of the Valley's 
famous greenbelt, residents say. 

It also could invite spiraling 
development, according to local 
officials. 

"This changes the whole ball 
game," said Minden Town 
Board member and former 
County Manager Ecb Hadfield. 
"There would be no t1ood plain. 
There would be new areas that 

'c;oulci be considered for develop-
. ·rnent." · 

• Aec0rding to the county's 
chief planning official, John 
Renz, those concerns are. 
legitimate. County law now pro­
hibits residential subdivisions in 
the flood plain. 

"I would suspect that the flood 
plain covers at least one-fourth 
pf the Valley floor," Renz said. 
"It's much of the ranch land you 
see with crops· and no develop­
ment." 

J • . • • 

With a darn, "there would be 
immense development 
pressure," on some of those 
lands, according to Renz. 

The proposed Bodie Creek 
darn and reservoir on the East 
Fork of the Carson River would 
provide 100-year flood protection 
and domestic water for three 
area basins into the next cen-
tury. -

State consultant Ira Rackley 
gave presentations last week to 
the Minden and Gardnerville 
town boards, He spoke before 
the Gardnerville Ranchos. 
General Improvement District 
Monday. · 

Rackley's presentation was 
scheduled al Lhe end of each town ' 
board agenda, bringing the topic 
late into the night. No members 
of the public remained, and 
Rackley only heard comments 
from town board members and 
their consultants. 

"I don't want to see (land) 
where they take water turn into 
a brown spot," Minden Town 
Board member Ross Chichester 
·said. "People move here 
because it's a green place to 

\' 

live." 
But both Minden and Gardner­

ville town board members, in· 
separate board meetings, seem­
ed to agree that growth will 
come anyway, and that officials 
need to look 20-30 years ahead 
for water sources. · 

Under proposals, about 20,000 
acre feet of water would be pur­
chased from the Carson Valley 
to fill the reservoir. That water, 
in turn, could be purchased by · 
municipal water suppliers up 
and down the river. 

Drying out large sections of 
land may be avoided by purchas­
ing water. in bits and pieces 
around the Valley, according to 
Rackley. He ·also has said the 
flood plain may be considered 
for purchase of land and water 
rights. The land would later be 
resold. 

Corning from a ranching fami­
ly, Chichester also asked what 
effect the darn and reservoir 
would have on area ranchers. · 

He was told that irrigation 
waters would not be affected 
greatly because pm;chased 
water rights would be used to fill 

the reservoir. Ranchers could 
· pay a fee to store irrigation 
water in the reservoir until they 
needed it, Rackley added. 

Among other concerns, Had­
field attacked plans to tax 
residents under the authority of 
an appointed board, the Carson 
Water Subconservancy District. 

He said members of that 
board should be elected by tax­
payers to be more _responsive to 
those people. 

The water district has agreed 
-to sponsor the next step toward 
darn construction, a year-long 
in-depth study that would be 
funded by its taxpayers in Car­
so!} Valley, rural Carson :,City 
and Dayton. Steps are being 
taken to include Carson City's 
tax base. 

The district was formed in 'the 
19505 as a local funding agency 
for the then-proposed 
Watasheamu darn ·project. By 
statute, it .has the authority to 
tax up to 5 cents per $100 assess-
ed valuation. 

·Members of the district are all 
·carson Valley raµchers, Pete 

Continued to page 9 ,---
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Tahoe Choir travels around 
the world in song and dance. 

Audiences attending the Ta- Grace" from Scotland· and 
hoe Choir's· 16th annual spring "Waltzing Matilda"·- from 
concert were in for a real treat Australia. 
this weekend · as they · were The Dorothy Farnon Dancers, 
transported around the world in a troupe of young ladies dressed 
folk · song · and dance at South in ruffled skirts and fancy 
Tahoe High School's Little headpieces, charmed the. au­
Theatre. . · dience with interpretations of 

Linda Madden, director and "No Trick to a Can-Can" from 
founder of the Tahoe Choir, was France and the "Beer Barrel 
assisted in the musical produc- Polka" from Poland. 
tion by the choregraphic wizar- The "Ikiriatakos" a dance 
dy of Dorothy Farnon and Jim from Greece using a har,dker­
Dunn and their groups of chief, was performed by the 
dancers. Jim Dunn dancers with many 

- Technical Director Paul Ren- whirls and twirls. 
ner transformed the auditorium · Rolando Magdamo, a mem­
into a medieval hall by hanging' ber of ~h_e c_hoir and a _native of 
flags of the countries repre- the Ph1hppmes, explamed and 
sented over the stage and the perf?rmed a folk <lane~ with 
heads of the audience. Perfor- Manon Loo, Trena Cla1r Lee 
mers dressed in colorful folk and Lanny Ligutan. The dance 

. costumes added to the paegen- called "Tinikling" is performed 
try as -they sang and danced with bamboo poles clapped 
around the stage together in a three-quarter 

· · rhythm while dancers agilely 
Ms. Madden not only selected step in and out. 

the music and directed the The audience joined in the 
choir, but sang in many of the presentation of "Hava Nagila" 
numbers and accompanied the by clapping hands in time to the 
singers with a variety of music as the Jim Dunn Dancers 
musicalsoundeffects. and the Tahoe Choir performed 

The first part of the program the rousing number from Israel. 
featured music from many The second half of the pro­
countries such as "Amazing. gram, which h_ighlighted music 

of the United States, began with 
sea chanUes like "The Drunken 
Sailor " "Shenandoah" and 
"Bio,;· the Candles Out." A'. 
favorite of the audience was the ·· 
·"Sailor's Hornpipe" danced by 
Joya Marcuscello attired in a: 
sailor hat and shirt. · ' 
: The men of the choir donned 1 

cowboy hats as they portrayed •' 
the old West with "Poor Lone- ' 
some Cowboy" and "Home on ' 
the Range." 

The production took on a . 
romantic aura and delighted the · 
audience as the husband and--· 
wife team of Lori and Bob~ 
Sanders sang the duet: 
"Wunderbar" and dancers in : 
ball gowns and tuxedos floated , 
across the floor to the strains of 
"The Shadow Waltz." 

Accompanists for the coilcerr: 
were Sue Weiss, Al Sutton and· 
Madden,· while instrumentalists '. 
were Jam· Clause and Jerry· 
Peacock, ·guitar; Lisa' 
Hyllested, flute; and Shaun' 
Lyon, bells and snare drum. 

At the conclusion of the show, ' 
Dorothy .F.arnon was brought to : 
the stage and presented cham- · 
pagne by the cast in apprecia­
tion of her contributions· to the · 
production. · 

Tribune photo by Scott Haney. 

·,:-THE JIM Dunn Dancers performer the G·reek dance 'lklrlatakos' at the Tahoe Choir's 16 annual spr-: 
· Ing concert. From left are, Jim Dunn, Ron Triano, Bob Nledermler, Jyette Langlois, Pam Perkins, 
._:Sue Petrie and Cindy Archer. · 
~:·;\?' ' .. 
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Alpine corresporident debuts 
Heidi Hopkins is no stranger to 

newspapers - she edits and 
writes most of the Alpine Enter­
prise, and she does production 
work at the R-C - and this week 
she begins a new sideline as the 
author of the "Letter from 
Alpine." 

flopkins said she wants to do 
the new R-C column because she 
wants to write and wants to have 
an editor. 

At the Alpine Enterprise, she 
is the editor, so no one is there to, 
help her refine her writing. (She 
added, however, that she is 
greatly assisted by Alpine 
i'csider1ts Dia:uue Deadricn­
Rogers and Dave Rogers.) 

"It's going to be a challenge to 
write to a different audience," 
she added. 

Hopkins also does all the pro­
duction work at the Enterprise. 

She has been editor there for two 
years, an~ for two years before 
that she was a volunteer staff 
member. 

Hopkins is a former racing 
cyclist, and said she stills likes 
to "challenge herself 
physically" by hiking, skiing 
and running. 

"I like being out of doors. I like 
watching nature and 
observing," she said. Hopkins 
was the prime mover behind the 
Friends of Hope Valley 
organization, which was formed 
to fight .the proposed power line 
across Hope Valley (it was drop­
ped last year by Sierra Pacific 
Power Co. and the Sacramento 
Municipal utility District). 

"I think it certainly had an ef­
fect," she said of the group. "I 

HEIDI HOPKINS 

know it had an effect. We get a 
lot of I respect from those 
peopie." 

Hopkins plans to write about 
people and events in Alpine · 
County each week. Anyone with • 
news for her may call her at 
(916) 694-2466 in the early even­
ings. 
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itor Pass is now open 
The opening of Monitor Pass 

marks the beginning of the sum­
mer season in eastern Alpine 
County. 

Never mind the angle of the 
sun; never mind the length of 
days. Summer begins yvhen 
CalTrans crews punch through 
the last drifts of snow on the 
stubborn north side of the pass. 
Once the drifts are gone, 
Markleeville is reconnected to 
the outside world and the tourist 
current flows again. Business 
owners breathe easy. Winter is 
over. 

CalTrans crews work in their 
spare time on the pass highway, 
aiming for an April opening - in 
plenty of time for fishing season. 
Local CalTrans supervisor For­
rest Robinson reported an easy 
job. "A minor thing this year," 
he explained in his typically 
quiet and understated way. 

Minor or not, it's a big deal for 
Markleeville. 

- There were smiles this past 
week in town after a hard 
winter. The general store 
reported good business. Glenn 
Kelley, bartender at one of the 
local bars, said the first Satur­
day Monitor was open was the 
busiest day he. had s~.en all 
winter. He didn't even have time 
for a cup of coffee. Who needs 
coffee when you've got good 
business? 

The smiles are contagious. 
Townsfolk are out raking, scrap­
ing, painting, repairing in 
preparation for summer. 
Neighbors chat over backyard 
fences, pay visits to friends on 
"the other side of town," scrub 
off the barbeque grills. The 
lawns are sprouting green, 
splashed with tulips' red. 

Of course, there's always 
another side to these things. The 
East Fork of the Carson is no 
longer the exclusive haunt of the 
Cal Silver miners and 
Markleeville's lunchtime run­
ners. Early fishermen are out 
scouting their favorite holes; 
cars churn up to the hot springs; 
RVs lounge in highway turnouts; 

Letter from 
Alpine 

by HEIDI HOPKINS 

hikers and sunbathers startle 
you iri places you had come to 
regard as your own. 

TH IS IS the view for touri;sts 
and residents alike as spring 

CalTrans' plows push aside 
winter's privacy with the snow. 
Here comes summer! 

There are those who already 
begin to comment on the amount 
of traffic, the general noise, the 

- terrible busyness of summer. 
They complain about the 
tourists. They're looking for­
ward to the post-Labor Day 
quiet. 

comes to Alpine County. 
Heidi Hopkins photo 
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NICK FLICKINGER 
OHS senior 

I think teachers 
should be able to 
show them. 
Parents should be 
able to have their 
say, but overall, 
most parents 
would feel it was 
OK anyway. 
Seniors are old 
enough; they 
$hould be able to 
decide for ' 
thems.elves. 

DENNY JOHNSOII 
Postal clerk 

When I was a 
senior, I felt I was 
mature enough to 
watch movies of 
that nature. When 
they're 17, they're 
old enough. If 
they're nc,t ready, 
they've really 
been sheltered.1'1 
say juniors and 
below, no way; 
seniors, yes, 
because that's jm 
the beginning of 
the real world. 



TWQ cfe~t~is i~f~s one~-
. ,, ,<,'. , .. · /. \ :': .·· •. i?ff;~f};t;2}·1/ '',;·, ... ; .. ,:~ft):i\;_ · if 

. . . . To the steady beat of tbe elec~· J::;: · ... , .. ' . .·.. meml::>ers are considered from 

. [::~~f :~·t!~f£:!~t:~ri.~:~etf er: f rorri · .... :s :~~:~::~ t~r~!fi;i~~;~ 
1 ·livening up the stark interior· of:·L"''.:0&,~,_:,/ . ···. . ·.. . not been selected to join. Maybe 
. the f~re house in Woodf?r?S and . ' : .. . A Ip in e they just didn't stick it out long ... 

keeping the couples moong on · · · enough .. Woodfords .: fireman -
the dance floor. The·event was by HEIDI HOPKINS · LeRoy Wickham claimed he at-
t}le fifth annual Firemen's Ball,·. tended every firemen's meeting. 
A benefit' to raise spending that mark them out as ~~belong- for a year before a vacancy 

. money'for the Markleeville and· µig'')~ The money also pays for . opened up and he was invited to 
+ ,Woodfords Volunteer Fire· e~ch department's annual night join. Or maybe the men can't 

· .· · J)epartmeni:$. . · . .. · on the town with the wives. . Jeel comfortable yet · with a 
- . : Tlle musfo was ' interspersed These are the kinds of details woman on the team. · · 
· :with the calling out ofraffle win- that'~ake facing the black, sear- ·· · ·· · -· .·· · · 

ners, lots of them, .and what the ... _ing _ reality of· a fire more But the women are there, help-· 
dancers lost/ iµ} music, the · palatable. . · · .•.. mtr· gditht. e dllepardtmenAt as women 
firemen gained in tickets sold. ' •· Some · people refer to the · a · wna Y o., sumptuous 
and . money earned. Prizes , departments · .. as· .. the "boys' . feaSt graced the firehouse last . 
donated from the merchants of . dub.",, It"is a club. They meet Saturday, the workof the wives. · 
the Woodfords:Markleeville- · regularly, train, shoot the bull. The wives have been there on 
Carson Valley area kept the raf- They haye ,matching jackets and the fires, too, with food and · 
fle going all eyening.lF/ ;/;. r:•::.:- hats. ·· • ... · ,. . . ,, :" · drink.,: .The;;. firemen still 
'r:'lt was a family;: affair: Babies : 0rDave' Zellmer; 'is-' county · fire re mem.heii ;::-';: I asL-~v~r _!,s -­
crawled between the legs · of chief as well as Woodfords VFD Frededcksburg 'fire. on· which : , 

, chairs; teens sat apart and talk.: :• chief as well.as Alpiile Trio band ,'., they : spent' a•• rolllld-the-clock;j 
· 1 ed their teen things; adults diq. leader ;an,d~ singer: He coor- day, working to ~ave structures · •" 

·· } !he two-step or the polka o,r ... • dinates,.'.tb~ deparµne,nts, coor;- !~~/:!.r/tacks. The women 
: wh~tever w:.as called for by the" · · dinates <the . band,· coordinates, . 
, band. At )east 100 locals and out~ t}le ball, ci-09Iling quf love songs . . . These departmen~ are all that . 
.. si.ders showed up for some doWil, . 9( shoutjng . 9ut the_ ticket stub eastern . Alpine .. County has to: 
, borne fun; . ., · · '' ' numbe1<f It'.s./oiie group, one fight_its local fires year-round. 
i: Out in force were the green'.:'' fraternity, one team. : _ Summers; the Forest Service is .. 
'arid red-jacketed firemen: green .The departments act as •st.ltionedinMarkleeville to fight' 
. for the Woocifords VFD, red for .. teams. Requirements for joining forest fires; but aU winter Alpine 
~MarkleevilleVFD;.•::!"•;;,, aresirpple:.Youmustbewilling is. a_long.10-20 minutes away.·· 

. ? · :The eventil{on:e·ofthe two ma- to dothejob required and the · from other fire fighting units. · 
jor: fundraisers?foi-- the .>two . others'miist.be able to "trust you . 
departments: The mo11ey'raised \ l:>ehind their backs" in a fire. It \We depend OJJ. these tea:ms . 

. goes into the guys' slush fund requires a unanimous vote of the . . The event raised about $1,000 
which buys jackets and hats. (not •· '·. department members for the .. to be divided between the· two 

•. the real kind that keep them safe new person to be admitted. · departments. Their · next · fun- ' 
.·. in a fire - these are bought by The departments keep lists of · draiser will be the hot dog and 
the county which oversees the interested volunteers. When a beer stand at the August Country 
departments - but the fun kind vacancy opens up, new Faire. 





, :·:;\_:.,~-~ ;···,: • , ,.,_ ~ .,_.._, .._ ,-:,-. , , - , ..;,~~ -,. • r' - - ;:, _."'_' ·'. 

. Ott 1HE1 ·RUN.', Douglas . j!,lnipr, Bryan , Saturday's Yerington Re.lays. ,J~q :9f 
. c'.Teglia leadsJh.e heading· info the'.tum of '.-,Teglia'$ Oouglas.teammates; Jason War-

e' the. 300~m~t~r' interrnediat~/h,µr9le$'.'at \:,,;,. '"_/~:/ ; .,,,? /,''; ;()?:;_} ... ·~ , ,,_ 
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i.m,o (far left) :~~~f:o~n- Schuermann (far 
· right) are also pictured. R-C photo 
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, ;ndian artifacts unearthec 
' .. . ,. . .. . . 

Sewage··site 
· is·-~ excavated 
· in .Alpi.ne .. 

By JIM DI PESO . 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Rocks and clumps of dirt · 
skittered back and forth 
across the · thick mesh 
screens, as trained eyes 
search~ for tiny flakes of 
rock chipped off arrowheads 
• in bygone times. 

Rock drills, cartrfdges, 
deer butchering tools, a mor­
tar and ancient arrowheads 
were on ~play. The Indian . 
debris is being lifted out of 
the soil . in · Alpine County 
where ·a white man's 
wastewater reservoir is mov-

liri. , 
-Archaeologists are ex­

cavating spots where Washoe 
Indians built homes, huntea 

· deer and pounded pine-nuts 
• into· a nourishing s~up flour. 

The artifacts, sonie of which 
date back 3,500 years, are on 
the spot where South Tahoe 
Public Utility District plans 
to dig its Harvey Place Res­
ervoir, the future resting . 
place for South Shore's 
treated sewage. The work is 
expected to start this sum-
lner. · · 

Tribune photo by :'Im DIPe 

· THE SITE OF a century-old Washoe Indian house Is being excavated In Alpine County, as· part 
of an archaeologlcal study being conducted on lands designated for a South Tahoe PubHc Util­
ity District reservoir project. On this site, the scientists have found arrowhead flakes. and car• 
trldges from 19th century rlfles. · 

first-hand look at where the along with projectiles from • that knowledge, Elston said. 
district plans to build the three kinds of firearms, in- He explained that it is 
.reservoir, main and awe- eluding an old-fashioned · misconception that the I 
iliary dam, and spillways. cap-and-ball piece. · di~ns automat!cally stopp 

Dr. Robert Elston of the STPUD doesn't plan to usmg centuries-old sto 
research firm is peading the move water over the slope . tools and instantly took to t 

The archaeologists, work• $250,000 study, required as a regularly, but if the spillway white man's metals. The 1 
ing for lntermountain. condition of the federal grant is used in an emergency, the . dians were more ~ccustotn 
Research Cultural Resources . funding STPUD's project. water wouid sweep away the to using stone unpletner 
Consultants in Dayton, are The Washoes have a • tribe shallow artifacts if they were and Elston showed one e 
removing artifacts from the member on the scene overs- left in the ground, explained ample, ~ stone used for de 
soil to prevent irretrievable eeingthework. . Gene Eppler, the district's· . butchermg, where the J 
loss from water inundation. ·. Elston showed the party a Alpine County ·projects man- dians' tool was more stiit 

. The materials will be turned· ·bunting blind, where Indians ·ager. . for the work than, say, 
over -~ University of Neva- waited for deer and spent Elston said the site proba- · steel knife .. · , 

· da·Reno;:. and the tribe will · time keeping their -hunting . bly dates to· the 1870s, when . . · Closer to the reservoir ~ 
· have the· ,.optiol) . of taking . tools in sharp condition. Tiny the Indians were in a transi- itself, the archaeologH 

'

em ba·ck_· for cul~ural. flakes found in the blind are tion period' between using found . arrow points, _ sor 
;plays. · • · · · · . . evidence of this activity, ·he traditional •stone .tools a:nd ·· -datingbackto1soon.c. 

· · . · ·· explained. ·. borrowing Jhe ·white ~an's A hunting ambush po' 
· A party of STPUD officials, · A dig located where the metal implements. ' , · · also was found,· Elston sa 
~~~"'.:~d. Alp~+r' ~~,~ have an-;em~,r-"-~ ~How th~,In,di~nsA~t with·. r:.Th.e 4~t~~i; ~ove d~r._t-: 
·¥es1de~ts~ took a ~alkiilg tour _ .. gen~y . spillway ,wa~ . ap-: H fh~ ,. teCpIJ.~~og~c~l_;:_changes. -;~~t ~tw~E:~ t.°ab!ral_ r'!; 
of-.:..the-~·:TUesday to see · ·· parently the' $ite'bf a=hoUse. ·. ·, imposed by"wh1te contact are . ~-~~,9itP.~~Y. t.,en w,~s 9.~.• 

'whatthe archaeologists have Square nails from-scavenged ___ not well understood and the wa1tmg ·partners ana liut 
come up with and_ get a. lumber have been found, dig is a chance to improve ered on the spot. 



7:f ijf;~r~ab~l'la'~p;~OPWQQili:ft'·~s'.'C~'I ifctr~~chof ~~; 
' •,Jr1'.'',~1,- \';1 'y';.':rl,i,••,~~-''••'," :',•~•,'~,,1:,,,,.-.\•~~(•:./ .:~f11_,'i'":<//~'~'.,1_-:•,l' ) •, ' •,: .. /1!':' ,p11:J?1\~~' ~II ,• 

.Tiffany'' B1'anscoinbe h'as . a, ·-5·, ... :•'' •, ' ' . . . .. 'sion 'held ·at' th.e' California. In- . ,_ . . . •P ... { '• ' •• , ., • 

', problem. ·i•;':,' ,' .. \ ,•·- .. I ' . <:· -~ -. ' tt· .. f . . ·:. stitute for the Arts in Valencia', 
·_-- .Tiffany\s'expecled.to.be in:} . e er· fQffi ,: Calif.Itwouldbeagreatoppor-

,· /Bis~op this,, l;laturday a~ _Miss,;/:,_: •-· _: ·:' .. _ -. , , ,. · .. .- .' 7 ·;:_;, tunity for thes.e young artists. to 
: ' '. <,•.~lpme Co~pty 1987 t9 parhclp~te.i :;; '-. ' . >(,~:( ;:,,A 1 n 1 n e·t; _study art rubbing shoulders with 
._ .<,· m,the.M1ss;.IMA (Inyo-Mono-·.-.: . · ,,., . . ~. . •,_ ,',\/:other' talented_ Y,ouths ,.fri;>m 

· . __ .,\/Alpine.>~Cllniest. If.she qualified')·., , , ., _ {•by, HEIDI HOPKINSi;.aroun~ the state._.:., .:, "> · · 
: \:tat)Miss)IMA, Tiffany -.Wol\ld/: ,_-,",-'"·· .< :· ·•,_ ·· . ·'<,:,:.: .; __ •·,ii;;,,T)le three.quahf1ers now pro­
:.;-~.-•rriove on:'fo'·the state-:level Miss··•·· 1 Alpine's third qualifier, Ralob ·" ceed to the audition phase of the 
) ·;,,;Eal~fo~nia .. c_oinpetition_ .. , . , . . . ,·,:;, Shoshone,, has his_ problems as: talent search,-- r.-: r; , i ; '<, ·-:; \·. 

· : '•;tiri~~f:~~~=ri~~s~h~:~~l~~~!~ ~~::':, w~~ii~lic~iiy gift~dj~~l~h-;~~i,:L ~•~~~~;~e~~:t~1: b7~~~~~i~f n! 
: ·_ audition for the tirst-ever ' selling his art _ before, he• l_eft :.:, County Arts Council. Supervisor 'l-- : , ·_- California State S11mmer School grammar school. The· rumor Don J~rdin~ handed out _the 

_ - ,)or the Arts, 11'1 intensive slate- · mill now reports him goofing off . medal~10ns .. ,-.: , ·· ·_ · ··; _ ·,:· , ._ -
; ',\._sponsorecl-'°.I program , for._. _ar- /,in. the special high school. for ,\:•;_The recognition ceremony.w~s. 

,;,tlstlcallY,,, talented California •!,Native American Indians he at-· held in the Alpine Art Gallery m 
: ;, liig~ .. schoot,stµdents., She: ;was ,_;_. tends in. Oregon,' scribbling, out .• Matkleeyille,:,·, Catering" by th.e ~ 

., ·1· <,~ ,one ?r. three Alpin_ e s~ude~w.1v4_ P~j,dl;a>Vings when_he should ~e pay- ' ;roll~l.&!\0!1 W~l!t!S:S'l,lJ~louMM ,i 
"" 1quahf1ed as_ a Cahfor~ t}t1,1ng\att~hlion_ in class, se!lmg lfte )Vas arfashc; · . · ;'' · , j : I:; .scholar. --:. ' . . 'M>rk.he_does as fast as he pro- : For tllO§E)i'Y'1\!;Jlft\illl.terested,,_,1 

; ,'.; . fil!D• Robinson ha~i h~r.:. ov.;~· \ du~7s _It,:, He ba'.7Iy _got a port<;:, the , ga_l!~~n~~-• ppen;, ~~ek~l1.~J''i 
_.. · · dilemma. . :-.: :_s: ,, -.:: ""' u,: .· foho:,together • to :apply"for the .'- 11·.4 •. ',r,,:, , __ ._ ;.< .. ,,,;:\<;:\'J. .<;,-.-,:; •,i,1-!r ,I;, 
. . She, too, qu~Iified as a Califor- . summer school opportunity. ,:,, . SNOWPLANTS .,,, . . 

_ · 'nia Art Scho_lar _and will audition · The. summer school art_ pro- . Snowplal)hl,: _those _brilliantly ··. 
',' for• a spot in the slimmer .school. :/gram::was/created by: a state '.'red,. f!eshy:·;~nomi!I(es :',which "· 
:·:: l(rogram~ts~e.'. qualified· !n)wo .,;')egisf~\ive' bill' which P,rovid~d '· push up t~rougli the pi~e needles ,_, _ _., , _ •'"· ..... i ,,-1.,. _ ,, . "" ',){\}! .'i•l.,'l --;; 
'i'_f1elds::_'_v1suat arts (she- pamts·•t~n imhat_thre.e-year,approp:ia•: ,_ each _sprmg; _.are __ all ov~r-- the .', SCHOLARS. Supervisor· Don,.1Jardlne.; Art Scholars. Ralph Shoshone was unable I< 
".and draws) and clanc~,<s~e ,?oes ,. hon.for th.e pro.gram's opera ho~. , forests: They, probably)Ike: all ._ :

1
·prese~ted. __ the , med all Ions.,,, to.,•.l.J.!Thiiy ·, attend the event. · 

·_'jazz and· f:ipl_. __ Ann said· she ·_ The· Cahforma, Arts Council ;_the ram_we hav~,.been gettmg. ·. Branscombe and Ann Robinson as Callfornla.c. . . __ 
. · ,wan ls fo 's· '1,~IY bolhly:sual 'arts -' •·coordinated the statewide talent '• Walk'carefully;_Sno\1/plants hide ........ ~ · . __ ·". , ... u _ ~~~- ··'". , ... ~.-,-
~ ' and dance 1:1ithe summer shcool. i"search.'' , .. '' . " ·. ·,•,,·i ·- ,,, · · justJike·'ri11ishrooms ·until they 

, Considering this first ~ummc"'s , ,,. Tiffany; Ann· arid Ralph could pop out of..the fores~ floor: ' . 
program is oi,ly four, wee~s lflng, .: ' be among the 450 students who ·. ' The plant is considered to be 

·it's ambliiou~_of Ann'.." .. : ·· willattendthisfirstsummerses- "rare, so don't disturb.them ... 
, \ , ·,· ' '·':':!. ,., ,1t;-:i._:.-: '•·, .. 1,:,, .,·;.;_l/,'.1~:'.,/' •"•:.·• . , ;,•\. -_.,·•.).~\' •'1. ,,,I. 
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Im gin 
yours If 1 

rs 
by HEIDI HOPKINS 
Sp,ecial to the R-C 

Take a close look at a dry goods store, a 
blacksmith's forge, Harry Hawkins' wat­
chmaker's bench, all of the late 1800s. Examine 
the ski outfit of Johnny Ellis, proprietor of the 
Minden Mercantile; see ladies' fine laces. 

Visit the schoolhouse. Looking down the neat 
row of desks, imagine yourself a student 100 
years ago, dipping the braids of the girl in front 
of you into your ink pot. 

On the wall of tlie stnrdy log jail, examine the 
rough scar where one inmate scraped all night 
with a knife. He didn't escape ... the logs are 15 · 
inches thick. 

Alpine County's Historical Complex, opening 
this weekend, offers the visitor a chance to feel 
what it was like to live in the boom-and-bust 
mining days. 

Overlooking the town of Markleeville, with 
spectacular views of Raymond Peak and the 
Monitor area, the complex includes a restored 
schoolhouse (many tourists mistake this 
building for a church with its bell tower and 
simple, puritan-like structure), the county's old 
log jail and a one-room museum filled to 
capacity with relics of local history. 

The historical complex is the product of a 
burst of community enthusiasm and volunteer· 
activity. 

In 1963, the Alpine County Board of Super­
visors established a committee of three to plan 
for and create a museum for the county's 
centennial in 1964. 



! · · ·-· rur,auu ·, U:ftt· 1nu.:si:::unr1u1° n11-·cuur1c;y-~--· -.-· 

centennh, •• n 1964. 
The idea took fire. The Alpine community at 

that time was comprised of oldfamilies, many 
of which were original settlers of the county, as 
well as newlY:retired individuals with contacts; 
enthusiasm and a deep love for th1 local !listory. 

Garnering interest, expertise through various 
contacts volunteer labor and financial support, , . . 

the appointed committee of Al Chain, Lou 
Wiese and George Coyan carried out the man­
date of the board. They formed the Historical 
Society of Alpine County and established a . · 
museum in the basement of one of the county's 
buildings. · .. •· 

The general enthusiasm grew, fed by the in~ 
terest of tourists and friends of historic Alpine .. 
County. .. .. ·... , · · .. ·· ···•'· · · 

In 1966, said Al Chain, an offhand comment of .. 
his t<;> a tourist passing through town sparked 
the idea of restoringthe old Webster 
Schoolhouse which perched above Markleeville 
in a state of dilapidation. The campaign was 
mounted soon after; donations of funds, • . · 
materials and labor poured in. By 1968, the 
schoolhouse was fully restored. · · · 

In 1969, the old county jail was donated to the 
Historical Society. In a tremendous (and ex­
citing) undertaking, the building was moyed up 
the hill to rest near the schoolhouse. . . .. 

Ground was broken on a museum building in 
1970. This building, built entirely through funds 
raised by the society, grants and.donations of 
labor and supplies, completed the historical 
complex .. The museum collection was moved 
out of its cramped basement into the new 
building. 

The Historical Society eventually donated the.· 
museum to the county. The county maintains 
the buildings and provides summertime staff­
ing. The Historical Society continues to gov~m 
the running of the place with its volunteer sup0 

port. . . ·. 
Intimacy chracterizes the.complex. Artist 

Historical 
complex 

' At top, tl1e county's 
original log Jaji is 
just one of the 
rooms which .can be 

.. · toured attheAlpine 
County Historical 
Cornplex in 
MarkleeviUe: Middle 
.photo;,Jhe 1 00~yea:r-
olcJ Webster · 
·schoblhouse still 
.has···itsbell rung 

>each da.y at no.on. At 
< left, the museum's 

• ,dry goods store 
•·· display contains 

•~""·£•:>,·,c•i:::.,.';o"I items from the old 
general store ;in 
Markleevill~. 

Walt Monrc:e's tork ipp~~tSfi:st{rit~e:~tll~ : • ·•·· ~vm be museum!<lirector. Mary worked for a. 
. dent's.chalk dra\Vings Oil th~ sclloQlhouse, wa.ll, •··.·•· ·• year as director: of the Genoa museum. Her bus~. 

·· uncover~d ,(luring I"estoratipn; aµd then~s fihe bahd is director of exhibits atthe Nevada State ·. on painting:,.inth!;l lllUSellm.js collecti9i1.:I~eD}s- .. · •• Mµseum. She bl'ingsalifetime of interest in ., 
in t4edr:yg<)ods store display adt1ally came •.• artd experience ,'\Vith preservation and •restora-
from Uie general stm::ejn"t()Wil,tlwforg;e}rom , tion of]1istorical objects'; ·•.•·· ·. · , . . . • 
localranch~rHu,bert :Brµns. · · · .·. Mary'.sexpertisewillbe used.in the museum 

Current l( )C~tfaniiLvnatJ1esrecvr••iiiiM >i ··.• tiii~!s~~!~~~at!et:
0
~:::::o':~tt::~~tin to, be 

displays, many ofwh.iphwere <iot1atecLto the · guidelines forthe running of the museum; 
museurrdrom private collecti9ns. · · ·· .establish a docent program of volunteers to 

Work has conii~uedafthemus~µfu.·.•. help with·cataloguing a11d cleaning of displays, 
In r!;lcent years, the1:Iistorical S9ci~ty has and to develop a revolving display to ,show the 

had s,ever.at. painting;s in its,c,ollectionrest9,r7~ rnahy items w~tl1 n<> permanent spacejn the ful~ 
by artist GinaJ:Xigli,. ~ancy T~ornburg; has_ . ·) rooni: ,. .·, •· , ..... ·•· .. ·.·., . ..·· · .. 
rephotographedthe con.ection ofp~o~graphs, \ . . . 'I'he rnuseumis.open noon - 5p.m. and is closs 
estabHshing a file ()f n~gatives; ></ \, ·•• ·, ed on Tuesdays; Admission is free,. but dona~ 

This, summer, MaryS()utherlan4 <>fGenoct tions are appreciated. · 

I 
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Arch1v1st spea.ks,atpotluck_ 
·. The ·Historical Society ·of. e . . -that.of the countyJodayl• · 
,AJpine County hosted one of its . e'ttef ffQffi . Border disputes recurre~ 
'quarterly potlucks last week. ··•throughout tlie county's history 

The potlucks are a long- ·· and are recorded up into . the· 
standing tradition with the socie- . Alp in. e. 1960s when a court case gave a . 
ty. It's a down-home event for section of · Alpine County to 
families, friends and guests to. by HEIDI HOPKINS · Tuolumne County. The. records 
mingle in an old-fashioned way. . , · also show that the shifting state 
It's also a way to get historical evemng s gueSt spealj:er. ·une caused problems to those 
·societymemberstotheq\Jarter- Dr .. Prinster was hired .whose property straddled the 
Iy meeting which follows the din- through ·a ope-year National Ar- California-Nevada oorder. · 

· n_er,. , . chives grant last J:uly to inven- When Dr. Prinster finishes her 
Ileen Long; Dolores Clark and • tory Alp_ine's old records; . work, the county·. archives will 

llie untmng Ruth Summerfield documents, photos, etc., and be available. to the public • 
organized·and served the dmner~ establish a county. archives. through the Alpine . County 
· .','fhe, tt;rnout was• relatively Nothing had been d<ihe with the Library.. · 

. ~mall. About 35 people showed county's records since·the foun- : 
up as compared lo a usual 60 or 'ding of the coimty:_in 1864. Dr, , RUMMAGE SALE . 
so. H's, ,anot_hfr long-standing Prinster has spent the past year . The Alplrie- Children's Cente_r · · 
tradition'thiit wlien.the weather going .t!Jroug!J the. rat's nest of ._.raised over $500 at l(ii.SatW:~!'Y·:· 
Js bag (it .. wa~ raining that even- · boxes and mildewing files store'd · rummage sale at the Woodfords';-: 
ing),lpetl.u;noutispoor, ·' 'in l1,~ basellJenfof .the cou·nty' .'House •... · . .';·: ,·,-·-:;,1;,:.~• 
:.B.es1des the array of food - courthouse, · • ···: ., . .. . . . · The event · waif successful · 

this.t.iilj~ it was ham, meatloaf, . :. "Snippefs;I"· Dr. Prinster's .'· ·thanks to the h·ard work of Edie 
· vegetab1e- dishes and lots . of presentation: pointed out some < ~. Jo Daugherty· Brelida.° · 
desserts~ the society a·lways of- of' the fas~inating asp(!cts of'·· and Frank Angelo LeeAnne and 
ferssome kind of intPrP.sting and . Al pine's history uncovered in , Paul. Rothsteiq,' Ji;uoo Martio,. : BORDER· Dr,3PUTES. Dr~ .Jnez Prl~ste;,. ar- · meeting. For details, see:l:ettEfr·iroITi Alpfne. 
informative program on· an the old documents. · Kate Harv~y. Kathy Hartz~ll, chlvlst, pointed out areas of old 6order . He1dl Hopkins photo . . . 
historical subject.. These pro- Population changes constitute Jeannie Turnbeaugh, Qrum,a disputes at. the Historical Society's quarterly 
gramsareusuallyexcellentand, · some of the most remarkable McGeein and Lenny-Sue 
in my estimation, are THE statistics: In 1864, the county Tinseth. · . 
cultural events of eastern Alpine reached its maximum popula- - There are still two tables, a 
County. tion, with Markleeville boasting bed., a gas stove, an electric 

Dr, Inez Dillon Prinster, the a population of 2,600. By 1868, as stove and a portable dishwasher 
archivist who has been sorting the gold mines failed to develop, for sale. Contact the Children's 
through Alpine County's records the populatioh dropped to 400 in Center at (916) 694-2390 if you're 

· during the past _year, was the Markleeville, 1,200 in the county interested in any of thes~ items •.. 
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·rake a-closer look at these finely crafted reprodut 

INTERIOR DETAIL Fine craft­
smanship is evident. in the 

'smallest detail. If it weren't 

for, the thumb at left, you'd 
think these tools were li.fe­
size. 

OUTHOUSE. The outhouse 
adds a touch of "the boys' " 

humor to the stable, Yes, the 
toilet paper unrolls! 



by HEIDI HOPKINS 
Special td the R-C-

look was enhanced by brushing 
every plank with a wire orusn to 
etch in a grain. The structural 

A blacksmith's anvii rests in framing duplicates as closely as 
the dusty entrance to the livery possible the style of the day; 
stable, tools of the trade arrang- windows, doors and rooms are 
ed around its base. A cart sup- accurate in scale and propor­
ported by a winch and pulley tion; even the kind of wood used. 
system, stands in the rutted yard is historically correct. · 
in front with one of its wheels "We're not just interested in 
removed for repair: Beyond, something that looks authentic," 
next to the outhouse, an axe is said Wickham. "We want it to be 
sunk into a round of wood, split authentic in every detail." 
logs stacked nearby. Hours of meticulou,s research 

Through the open doors of the preceded the creation of the 
stable, I can see a shovel, hay . livery stable. The original idea 
rake, pitchfork, bridle and rope for the project came from a 
arranged neatly on the wall. A photograph of the Ouray stable 
coffeepot· -simmers on the old in a book. The details for the con­
wood stove. A ladder leads up in- struction, the tools and other ac­
to the hay loft where grain sacks cessories came from a.'variety of , 
are stored. sources including a reprint of an· 

I examined the tools on the an- old Sears & Roebuck catalogue, 
vii: two pairs of tongs, a drift, a books on the West, help · from 
hammer and a set of horseshoes. local historical societies and 
Picking up one of the tongs, I ex- sources at the Nevada State 
claimed: "It works!" Museum. 

This fact was surprising only The business partners' 
because the tongs are 1½ inches primary interest lies in 
Jong anc~ the anvil 2 inches high. duplicating buildings of the rural 
· The livery stable is an exact West. Wickham pointed out that 
,miniature reproduction of an the historic buildings of the ur­
. 1876 stable in Ouray, Colo. ban West - of ·san Francisco 
. · This project is the· first com- and Sacramento - · have· been 
plete miniature building produc- studied, documented·. and 
ed by Dalton Boys Artworks, a preserved. The rural West is 

· partnership of Alpme CoOnty . relatively neglected. · 
. residents LeRoy Wickham, Jun The three plan to duplkate 

. :: . Cone and Terry O"l'oole. ... some of the Carson . Valley· 
,::·<;;one· and Wi_ckham ari part- barns. Many· of the old ·barns· 
ners ·in a furniture-making were built with mortise· and 
bilsine.ss. O'Toole makes terion construction· with solid' 

. jewlelry and all kinds of metal wood joints. The . construction 
sculpture. Their studio in Mesa specs for the planned miniatures 
Vista overlooks the historic Car- will be based on. actual 

son Valley. measurements taken from the 
. The new business combines. still-standing barns. · 

their· various talents in wood- "The old barns are falling 
working and ·metal work with down; We want to duplicate· 
their mutual interest in the these buildings so people can see 
history of the American West. how things were," explained 
The Dalton Boys, namesakes for Wickham. 
the business, were famous and Looking into the future, the 
elusive bandit brothers who partners have an endless supply 
travelled alJ'over the West dur- of local buildings to recreate 
ing the late 1800s. The three part- from the surrounding historic 

· ners chose the name because buildings of Genoa, the Carson 
they, like the Dalton boys, want Valley, Markleeville and the 
to "cover the West and have a ghost town, Bodie. They have 
hell of a good time." begun work on a general store 

O'Toole showed me how a hay which promises endless detail. 
fork op~rates on the rope and T_hey P:an on selli_ng k!ts . of 
pulley system outside the . their designs. The kits "".111 m­

,;!:mdoft. • ...•. •:;::,---·a·. . . .·• . Jude.all 4!mber,.a11d-t:0ofing . .as_. 
[1 'iThe only thfngs you'r~-~issi~-~w.~II'.·as blue~rints for.'. thiL 
ing here are the bales," I laugh- bu:ld:ng. But 1t Y:'on t be a 
ed.' Wickham quickly corrected bmldmg you can simply. snap 
my mistake: "Balers weren't in- together, they explarned. 
vented yet in 1876." They're selling somethin~ the 

Accuracy, he explained, is the ~urchaser can have ~he_ salisfac-
Dal ton Boys Artworks' lion of actually bmldmg from 
trademark. scratch. 

Not only is the building The ~ork is addi~~i_ng; the 
historically accurate down to the flo'." of ideas en~ess_. We hav,~ 

. style of hinges and door latches, no_1de~ where this will take us, 
but ·it is painstakingly built to said O Toole, Y:ho creates most 
scale. Using tools expressly of the accessories. 
designed for miniature. work-a When the partners fo~nd that 
lathe table saw router belt to-scale corrugated tm was 
sand~r scroll s~w and' drill unavailable for roofing, rather 
press '._ Cone and· Wickham·.·· than s~ttle for t~e. car~board us- · 
milled their own lumber out of. . .~d by_ m?st mm1atuns~,, they . 

. ~craps from· their other wood;_- ordered dies to make their own .. 
. \VOrking proj_ects, · Now they _Plim to_ market cor-. 

:· Materials for the project were ru_g~ted :Jm roof mg to other 
selected for their suitability for mm1atunst_s. , . · , 

·miniature work. Only the finest- There is a nrnrk(!t foy­
grained wood was used. Exterior miniatures in the U.S., mainly 
planks and shingles were milled among private collectors . 

. from discolored "minerai" wood Buildings such as the livery 
· to : simulate . weathering. This stable - . and less. accurate, 

Wickham pointed out - have 
sold for tens of thousands of 
dollars. 

This weekend, Dalton Boys 
Artworks will participate in the 
third annual Reno, Miniatures 
and Dollhouse Show and Sale 
where they will display their 
livery stable and · accessories. 

· The show includes a competi­
tion. Both the livery stable and 
the partially-constructed · 
general store will be entered, the 
latter in the· "under construc-
tion" category. · 
·· Hours for the.show, to.be held 
in the Goldwyn Pavilion, Baily's 

, Grand Hotel: and Casino, are 
. Saturday, May 30, i0-5 p.m, and 

Sunday; May 31, 11-5 p.m; · 
Fun is the bottom line of this 

business: . . 
"We really like this work,'.' 

said Cone. "We cari build our 
own town, be our own mayors, :ii 
do our own planning." .. _,-

"You see,"· he chuckled.,\: 
"We're stiH trying to decii:"I 

. what we're going to be when we\ 
grow up!" 



INIATURE STABLE. Dalton Boys Artworks' .scale is 1 inch to 1 foot. R-C photos by Heidi 
livery stable is historically accurate from the. Hopkins · 
interior framing to the outside detail. The 



~t;·:Barict{.riom1rla e .... of:fi8noftfr'.:;:,~.;{::, . 
1•1J:i';Vifiit1!i*~rei!r•. 
•• ;have. .. -~een. c11ommate~< . . ,,,,\ 'fah9e.;, and: C1,>l~~e,. 89!11ElJ~<;,of the 1987 .~o);lt~t,s~nsQi::ed by' .. 

~rson Valley. C!iauiber o,f C:qin~. . q111:St;s · are i;om1.11g :ft;QW, ,asJ!lr:;~: Reader's Digest m which college : . . 

·2~tit:J~iiair1t!a!'1. 
: I,a .. . . \i, Jenmfei; · Johns21,1.:: act.iv~.•· Ill . ,s.ch(lol · eveqt,s;. <Enc,• .. , .. won the aw~d: ;,"-•..-.1~:•1,11>• 7 ,. -;.,· 

i ·. :'.saj,:_~e(~tf ~cite,q ~nd ~appif :\YN~cf,f:!¥id )¥iiJ~!1i~:Jiw.~11:\t ;:Th~ compe&fion, !U?~f?. . . 11.r1',: . 
, · abouftll!l groups' 11ommatu:in: .. !'.; havEl )>een elected ~ stuae1,1t · ·. high:: $Choo.Is J:is.t•,'4l!nt,1a,ry;,; • , 

~.:·•.i.: .•. :.•.~s:.,pe: .. ~.=.:•.,~:'.~7~~-7~\"~f J:<PCSri~'fltJ.• 
\I ,.•.·t:···· (• rljP laye. e· young, peo £':' ? 

I ~=:'"~t'"it"''''!-;:?,:~:$::r ·.t• ....•. :.dis.·.f_._:;·•·:.::tri~.r.ab· •. ·.·.;g,7.Fu~.'·.este•.
0
.·.:,:.•~.:_:._::.~a·.:·i·r.·.p.·.:.r.:.u·.:lt·:··b,~.n.~ .•. ·.,:.f ... ~.:.e:.'.~.i.·.•.:•· ... i.:.:.i_l_:···•····.•.·••.· 

r,, tea ,:/~ji{f]1?ffi~:e\i~·% ,,•newspaper :\d ~nJ);d~ · 
;. : ~gf:l:her'.. e ~oup has· p~r~ .. · .. en ~ou ask thj_s group how . commercialto more than 20 ooo 

· formed. foi::;Wh1ttell, ,,Stn1J!J.::.they. arrived at the°'.':name-·~high schools":-~tuden~sk~ .. ,,..,,...., __ 
Valley; · Yerington, Bishop," : ''Mirage," they will tel,l you that.· 'ed to place these materials with 
Manogue, Fernley, Carson City 'people who drink and driv:eare ·.their local pri11t and·broadca/it 
md · Douglas . High schools. U11der an illusion... .and our. media. . · ... 
"Mirage''. was the featured band· . message isto help them sl)e)t is • · · · · · . . , , . •:; •.• 

· at Northern Nevada's Students : only ·a lllirage/". These.· four ;, Principals of the winning 
.. Against Driving Drunk benefit, , young people who are "Mirage'.'. · schools will notify NASSP ofithe 
. UPBEAT; held at the Reno-· iarE!definitelyFORREAL!"said natnesofthedeservingstl.ldents 

Sparks Convention.Center, May :the ··group's ·advisor·, Karen· -orstudent,;;..whowill.recl'liv.e .. 
9. Aff proceeds went to benefit· .. Owen. : ... ·. ":': · •,. : the · scholarship monies 'in· .. 
SADD. /. ..·· . . • . · :.The !, Douglas ::.High SA°DD. recognition of their· contribu- .. 

. · They have brought their music group recently won a $4,000 third tions to the efforts to combat' 
and message to approximately place award in the. Rea~er'/i : drinking and driving. " ·· · · · 
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>t a VJ ntea;;"W'%'r1f 
:E~ f i~t11;1!,Lt~~~;r 

,•First,·1 would .Jike.1o register.mY\cofic~rn 
f "regarding the '~rticle publishe<l Ii}' The Record­
, ·Courier' on May-14_;?~.1')iSI) t2:1:,c\' :<~:;)_~"f;t/' ·••.' 
: ' ' lfeltthat the arbcle regahifrig the thfee:Alpine ' I 

. Countyartstudentsi-Tiffany.••Branscombe,'.A,nn . 

. Robinson and· Ralph-. Shoshone; -..vas ,wiittenTn 
1;·p~~~3~~~~iM~~1~~~~a,!!-fii~!~2~~~~~~tie:· 

~~j~cf:' '..T!i?~JJ,~ . "'. if~t~f~tf;~{~~:;I;~i~L"''.:·::f 1:. -.... : 

I feel 1s · _c1a y:ftuf1ntegards to 
Ralph shosnorie·.:_11a1phJs ·a-~etyJaiented at-fist r ;J ; '. " !•f~i~;;·;rs 

,: ... ;, fe.jtJ tffEii~iJffr 
and n~~ds fo be re~ogrtii~d'ii1~u~hff'rJft'i6atthe, 
honor he received should have bee:h .thEl' Subject of 

· the article and the problems' or rumcJrs·had no 
place in the article,·: .·, ,·•··' ::.'\,\;'1;1/i;i~/ ·_- .. 

I ampleased to report.fhataltthre_e;artists 
, were I accepted into -the\ Califorrifa?-Si:unmer . 
, . School for the Arts.-• TiffanV was ·enfolledJn _ the ' 
field'.of visualarts;\AilI(\Vas'erifolled ii( both 

• dance and graphic arts'; andJTu]ph\vas enrolled. 
• ·in_ graphic arts:}: ;-:t{\1:\i-'t'}\ItJ'/c;(:aJl'1•L,o•• 

' ,Ralph-.-· also received high ; prilise,lfrolli : the 
judges on. the admissions. pahel:,for bis ¢r.eative 

· work as a Native American a~tist.:He did'get an 
excellent portfolio into the'/c<>mIIlitt~:'.,bi.tt,was ... ·· 

.· unable to attend the'auditit>:E1s hew:is\aWay'.at>,: 
" .. s,chO?l .'.:?:ff1tr. \t',;,t)tl;~;:f 7£,ifti;,.,• ',,:1iif:(iti~: Xt}J •..••.. . 
' },,This isa •verfspecial.horior and challehge for 
these' tfiree"fine artist&TCongra:tulations·and best 
wfah~s.fof.ah'enjoyable-'ii_n(lpfoductivfsilinmer 
are iri o:rder;/'•.'?·:·/<'·"'·'b' ,·. •;//;'•\""·''''''' ,,,, 

•.. ,,RICHAR6):.MARTIN.• i :/t P Superintendent 
. Alpine County Unified 
' '• ' $d106!District' 

June 1 -···-----'-'--'------...;.,....--'--'-~ 



; ,,,SCARSELLI , SCHOLARSHIP. wishes to be 'a teacher. , ALPINE SCHOLARSHIP .. P~c~·~·i;/•,·c1\1t·•vp/~}joi,~ 
Tiffr1i Hakanson won the first' Presenting her. notification is·.. Douglas _High · counselor :. scbolarsbip tac $550 to Laura 
Gene\.Scarselli Memorial School Board member· Alicia Theresa Cordova presented Helsel. R-C photo 
scholarship (in the amo!,Jnt of Smalley. R-C photo, •',; .. :;, , notificati_on : of .. , the ~ ,,f,·,;r ,;nn, ,,,,,J r,·, ,,,.,., 

/~}fg);l{){}t{':i;,tude:°tttho ·.·· ' ,/
7

' ; >.·.'<'·;:,s,\i:,>,:,;diiF?;r '·····. '.· ' •': <i•' .,':'\.':::','.'.".~l:i\''. ,.,,,,. 

AIR FORCE.cACADEMY;: Dan 
· Scheuermann ,was presented 
with the· notification cit his ap­

.. pointmentv. to, the U:.S) Air 

Force Academy (a scholar­
ship worth about $150,000) by 
Major Larry Ratkoviak. R-C 
photo 

•<:S1St'tfdents horl'ored fEirftblJtstand1n·g · .work·:·· ,,... 

ll16ug:fi§t·AiQ~••S~'~~6i1~~'ti61~r$1'.liPawards·[;;:·~~esented 
.. ·;.•.":; ,. __ . .,.:.;:: ~-,;.,· ::·-~f~;~rl· ·._:1 '" \ •-~· \i- . · ,;1.,~·. ;,._jt•f~-:./--.:~~·;.;,. :·,·_'.~--•··:-·:.. .. ,/.:.:·.· . ,.;,.:_'.• .::,·:.ri(;,_···~-x:.:-:··./.:: .. ~-;\·1:::.''.;/.:\~:/~/. .. ;:.i-,;/:-,~,/.!:.: .. _,. · .:.~,~,.-,· · '.• •l:\.~1.}·•,,-H;;·~~\>i-r~~\·.://:f~-'. 
· The annual academic:! awards • merce, . Outstanding Seruor· Boy,:· Tom· ·•. Pedlar,: $400; · John.· Ascuaga's:,!'lugget : :rupseed; $3000;" Caesars·· l!:mployee Ap- , · Scholarship; 1Jebb1e Johns.on, $500; UNR 

Presentation at Douglas'High i,. Gregory, plaque:,:outstanding·. Senior ·,J, Scholarship; Tom Gregory, $1000> '.'" ·.· :' <', preciation, Scholarship;: Barbra Ruger, ''· Ag/A.J, · Laxague• Scholarships;· Natalie 
1 · ~-:. . :' L. Girl.-.. Mich_e,He\ Hall/. pl3.9ue;,.. ~ir · r~rce ·.· ·>,-,,,~ind en . ro.rtnig~tly Club• Scholarship, .-. $1000 .. _;:,, ;'I . ~.'.df ::.'",::; i :- : 1 r_ir:; ·,rh ~ : .. ··,· : ·; i ,_Tuc~er; $.1000;:. UNR Frestiman Scholar-

School was held June 3 m. the Academy· appointment, .Dan Scheuer- .. ·· Sam Chacon, $375, Weridy Miles, .. $375; . · Douglas .County Republican Central ship, Shannon Council', $2000;.UNR Music 
DHS gym . · Coordinating .. ;iac• ,:. mann, $150,000 est. worth; Douglas Coun-. ,,,:Harrah's . Tahoe Scholarship, , Heather.;'"' Committee,. AnnaLyn Settelmeyer, $250; Scholarship; Heidi Kohz,$2000; UNR High 

t. ·t· • · I .. T. h. ·.••, ",,;,, ly · Memorial'. Scholarship, Nancy ;.<:Robison; $2500; Northern Nevada Beautyi';t:,Reader's., Digest, ·SADO'. Scholarships, School Principal's Scholarship, Michelle 
IV! 1es: were co11nse oi;, . ~r.es.a \,,,Reynolds; $1200,' · Gregg Leiss,. $1300, ,<;/ · ·. $600;; ~nta'Clar~',:if.W_endi_D~vis; $IOOOiMicJ!.elle Hall, $1000; von Rotz,. $4000;, UNR National. Merit 

Cordova and secretary Noeleen:,,Audra.·Starbuck, $1300; Gene Scarselh 1,, lna•:,Jenkm.s;)$667;i•:•.s;Soroptim1st,Schola· Jenkins, .. Finalist, JeU'.furnipseed,.$10,QOO; Topaz 
w·j k ·. ·.: , i.:.Ji,'""·,.:",' ,.··i:, 'Douglas· County Memorial Scholarship,·:'::,'. .. ty Merit scholarship/\ $500,,S · · ie Reich, La Sertom·a · Scholarship,· Nancy 1 C es. · .. <\ff.· • ·,·:·: Tifini Hakanson, $1500. · ·. t; Gregg Leiss;$4-000 (per year); Mills CoF'..:;'$200,. usaD"• Merchant Reynolds, $500!. Topaz La Sertoma Youth 

Jlilany of the a.wai:d.S,e ;..yere .. : . Douglas County Sherif rs Protective ;,:: lege grant,, Alisa Hicks; $9710;. University,:\.;, Marine Academy,. Christine flathllun; Ar- ·Award, Gina: Jenkins, $50 bond, Michelle 
given by local businesses and' Association, Tony Cantw~ll, $500; ~ ·, of. Pacific grants, Tom:, Qregory; $5200:; ; ·:my,: ROlC:: Scholarshipf'.Christine .. Hall, $50 borid. " : . , . : , . ·· , 

• t' d · .. · ·" · · ' lub Academic Sebo I Shelly McCrary, $5700. ·,,, , , ' , •,<;:,, Rathbun;. Carson-Douglas•Lyon-Tahoe ·.. First Federal Savings;' Kim Chambers, 
?r~amza wns, .all •.·.t:ev.resen~ .. Beck Stur ., Westmont College grant, Michelle Hall,'·;_ Board of 'Realtors, Debbie'Reich, $500; ·,•. $200; ·Topai,, Sagehen·,, Homemakers, 
,atives: ·. made . pre.sen.tjltions· to .\ $2500; Padfic Soaring Council, Scholar- -c•.i Miss,,FBLA Scholarship;. Natalie.Tucker, . Natalie Tucker, .. $500; ,,/oyce's Antiques 
the winning·studentsi !;;'<.· ·. ship, Manann~ Ward, .$500~, U.S;, Army,:.",, $100; ,' .Carson-' .• VaUey.,.,Sertoma; Leah. '· Scholarship, Jerr .Van Sickle, $300;"1\r s · · ·. · _,. · ';·.,,. . j~~~i~;fi~~~t~~~ .,. Rese_rve National Scholar(Athletes:.,'.': ·,Rollifll', $!~;.Sam Cl)Qcon1 ~1000; _Carson 

The Gardnerv,ll~ ,Wo!"en s, Literary omemakers, Nancy Reynolds, . Shelhe Mccrary; medal, Blair Roman,:·, .. Valley· ToastmTslers, Mananne Ward, 
Club presented dictionaries to,.~ll Honor , $300; . Robert z,. _Hawkins Foundation•.; medal;. Carson Valley' Art Association·:',: $100;,., Bobby· Sox .. Softball" Scholarship, 
Society members. · ·:·· . ·. , •:.,,> .. ,· • :•,.: Schofars .. hip, Michelle Hall, $1000; Univer- :', Scholarship,. Robert·:Vastola,. $500;•tf:Michelle Half;'$250 • ._'': .. , :.•.>::·.->, · .· 

The Carson .valley Cha'?b",";,0f Com-, .. ·. sity. Women of. Carson Valley,· Cristee . Caesars Tahoe Scholarship; Jeff:. Tur0• '. ·:•··., UNR Freshman/Hellmah'Engineering 
- :~- 1:~~J ,;,,._ ·- ·-r,, · ·:/.:·,, ''·/·, · -· .:\r-.: .. :(:.·-;:: { .. ~ :'· ·-_,. :, ' ': .. ,.-,;:-:-, · ·. ,;.. ··:~'r.";, .} .. ~:-:.:t.::-~ ... .(!;1.,-,,~_,;,_,, 1-·~---~, .... , _, ., •· . . ,..:.~,_,.,,_,._ .. ~ .. , 

th~-;~merican Revolution G~~ Citizen• 
ship Award, Marianne Ward, certificate 
and . pin; Douglas County Republican 
Women's C1ub, Roxanne Steelman, $250, 
Apryl Allen, $250, Tom Hood, $250; ' 

University. of Pacific Presidenfs 
Honors, Becky Nicholson, $100; National 
Association of Secondary · School, Gina 
Jenkins, $600; Nevada Gaming Commis­
sion, Leslie Swart, $4000, Jennifer Ward, 
$4000; Bently Nevada Scholarship, Becky 
Nicholson, $4000: Minden Rotary, Shan­
non Council, $1000, Leah Rollins, $1000; 
Timken-Sturgis Foundation Scholarship, 
Susan McKibben, $5000. 

Nevada High School Scholars are Erika 
Bowling, Darren Lancaster, Gregg Leiss, 
Becky Nicholson, Daniel Scheuermann, 
Natalie Tucker, Jeff Turnipseed, Michelle 
von Rotz, Susan McKibben and Leslie Kir• 
by Swart. 



1n Ho 
.. f:Big news' fo; some of us in 

Alpine Countyis that AT&T has 
, said they will keep their fiber OP:-

Ciinly find it in Hope Valley. I ,I . ' 

'"Nhether you enler the valley et te r fr Om 
tics yne out of Hope Valley. . 

' ' . . . . . . ' . . ' . . . . . . 

·. ._ The news was relayed to the 
Friend~ of . Hope Valley by 
California State St::n. John 
Garamendi who had sent an aide 
to talk to AT&T t<> see why they 

frum the wooded west side, from Alp lone 
the crowded Tahoe Basin or ris- .. 
~~~~~~~~~·----b-y-H--EID-1-.. H-O_P_K_IN_S_ 
Woodfords Canyon, the views 
you encounter are breathtaking 
and enervating. Hope Valley is a 

.. wanted to put their: line through 
pristine Hope[V,~1l_~:v;'.<;" ,;' , ' .. · · 

I , .• :·t ,··. 

" The company :responded that 
, ~lear opposition .:to the line ...:... · 
,'~rom_ the county Board of Super-
. visors, the Planning Commis­
sion a'.nd .. many:strident residents 

· .T posed too much delay for the 
., company. Delay is the last thing 
a ,:company wants in this fast-

·::._moving. world. . 

world apart. · 

Many people pass through.the 
valley hardly aware that much 
of the land is privately owned. 
They take the land for granted: 
nothing on it, must be public. 
The ranchers generally have ig­
nored the trespassing. They're 
tired of their · fences being 
trampled by careless hikers and 
their fat cows chased,· buf'-ihe 
area is to vast and remote to 
patrol. 

>·\~ Fast-moving.is an und~rstate_. But ti~es are changing in 
·:ment. The punches are . coming 
:. pne right afteranother. This was . Hope Valley 

·• 'the second utility line proposed The cattle ·industry has been 
, , for the Hope Valley area, in just hard hit. Ranchers have to look 
· ~'? years ... :/ ·. . realistically. at their finances; 

>>•:r; ~- : - have to wonder if their children 
:, '.::1l•s• pr~bably.this same fast- :and grandchildren will stay in 
· moving -world that sends . the the cattle business. .. •.• 
: hordes of .tourists up into Alpine . 
County. Theyneed respite. They · Anderson, the businessman 
seek beauty and-quiet. They cera . who juggles casinos and 

' (. ',·•, ,, . ' 

' bankruptcy, owns a huge portion 
of the valley, one small asset 
among many for . him. No one 
lm·ows when,,his, property will 
move or what wiH happen to it , 
when it does. 

Sierra Pacific Power · Co. 
(SPPC) has land there which 
once was slated for hydroelec­
tric power facilities. Now, with, 

· that plan gone, SPPC is 
divesting itself of its non-utility · · 
properties. 

Recognizing -the public open 
space values of Hope Valley, the 
company offered the land to the 

· Forest Service (USFS). The 
USFs· wants the land but if they 
can't come up with the money 
soon, SPPC will. sell to someone 
else. · 

The Trust for Public Land 
(TPL), a nonprofit organization 
that arranges purchases of 

Va· < 

. ·, '. t·< ,•. ;,~if~~ 
private land with public open?: 
space values by public_ entities, · 
has been Instrumental in work­
ing out a deal between SPPC 
USFS and · Al pin~ County. ·. TPL . 
representatives are in· 

· Washington now seeking federal 
appropriations in the Depart-· 
ment of Interior's 1988 budget 
for USFS purc!iase: oL this pro-
perty. .. ,-,,· 

If you want a portion of the 
Land and Water Conservation 
budget to h~lp keep Hope.Valley · 
the way it is today, write ·your 
senators in Washington (Reid, 
Wilson, Cranston). and let them 
know now. 

People who use Hope Vall~y. 
land as if itwere public should· 
do something to make it public .. 
The present owners can't handle 
much more of this being taken 
for granted. ' · 

And · in these ·fast-moving 
times, things as they are won't. 
last long: · 

When you do go, up and enjoy 
the valley this ,summer, be kind · 
to the cows. They've been there 
much longer than most of us 
have. 
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o~E.VAL.L~itthi;\i~Jjciuth from the· 'Alpine .;County from the Lake Tahoe ·Forest Service. For details, se~ Letter :r_ol~ DangbergJpqw.camp )n _Hope V8:lley, -Basin. Private holdings in Hope Valley from Alpine. Photo courtesy of Richard 
i; greets .. tr ve ers::,;crossmg . over into are being co_nsiq~ed for purchase by the Johnson · 

,, -~-{;s;~~f'' --".,';Ji~:{~lf(f~>:·J_;:),,.\. 
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.• r-1·e1 n · H bpe~.;,,:.,;;:'.;,';·;\iY:~:;::;:_;,~:,:, .: 

;.:., :/{~ ·•·t:: t•;:;.X~.;i{~Hn.) 
1
Ed1tor,:··, ., . ,; .,, •.. ,, ., .. ,,,·,.•,.:;:::::rv..n-L-1'2.S,lq1"1 _-•: 

.·_ .J:.The pµblicJinds Hsme vau.ex ~ ~9n<.\~rful place : · 
••tO ·vb,jt. !It's i'fil}e~WWl·,mo~4'hlS;::·m~~<lo,~s./ .' \ 
! streams, :l~k~s,;: flovv.ert, ;trails, trees,, ~am,piµg ;1 ii 
f .places;,;tlf~ 11s\ 1s endless. H9w,eve1\'JllUCb of ~he 1 
:landthere is privately pwned and people trespass . ~ 
l·.to use if'.,> -,: :, .. :'. : '.::/•.,·•:• : ;;::, .;:-, ·•·••{. _,-:.c::; °'·' ,,., ,r,,' 
'.. ·. Som'e'blthe 1a'.rg~l~~d6wh~ts·'\\16µ\d ii~~J<f J~u. ' 
. The Forest.Service (USFS))s interest~d in buy; 
:. ing the land.buUederal apprpprJatiQll§)u;fS;.n~ed­
; ed t~ purchase this property, , ,<, ; .:_: ::,,\ J : • • 1 

; . ,)Jf ,you :are ,a.user ,o(Jhis ispectacularx~lley ~nd l 
., , .Y<>U' d lil{e to ~<ip.tinue;to b.e :a;:µseJ-) yqµ5,~~i<;~ J~; \ 
,. needed NOW m,Wash1!}gton,:::n·,• .. i.f ;,-5ri;.,r•il'' ,,-.;.:1 -·•1 

\ ,r,-.Write, yo~ sen~_tq~s,and_r~presentatiy~~ (~id., · 1 
'-··Hecht ··and\Vucanovich ·/1nNevada;;.W1l$9n,1 ,, l 
•· Cranston and Shumway.in California)··.and•UI'.ge_ 1 
: :them to support the'.$1.7 million ~ppfoprlation in::1 
: the Land and Water:Conservation budget in the , 
: Department of theJnterior_ for USFS purchase of ··· I 
:· open space in Hope Valley, : '·· • -·· :·t;-:•:.' · · ··: 
i , · Now is the .time to do something. Things won't, !, 

1
; ~tay th~,saiµein f{ope Valley t?uch_ longer,: ; ' 

h: .Yow:; senators· and .representatives ·car{be : 
~;.reach~d at: Senatepffice Buildi~g,"7as~in~ton,_·; 
1. D.C: .20510,.or, l{ouse.,OJ{lce\Bµ.1.hl~ng, __ . 

/:;:~as\rington, .~.c~t~-~~~ b~Hb~~•@li~i$1· I 
' ' ' ' '.:>~.l,L'[<-;i: ;;,<:·,,J.H. M~r~leeVH(e~ 

---~·~------'~: , ...... ,",J1,me221 ~-'--'-'"=--- ~ -.-.;,.0~ 



Hayin 
I . am no advocate of com­

muting. I consider it one of the 
· extravagant luxuries of our 
times, an indulgence, a 
squandering of resources. 

Notwithstanding, I commute. 
. So do a number of other 
: Alpiners, there·being few jobs in 

Alpine. What jobs there are, are 
closely guarded. People ·who 

_. seek the quiet of the place for 
homes commute to Gardner­
ville, Carson or South Tahoe for 
work. 

· Relative to urban commutes, 
this commute is "easy" (as if 
easiness were the only factor to 
consider in the decision to com­
mute). And it is unquestionably 
beautiful. 

In my two-day-a-week com­
·mute I have enjoyed the passing 
of the seasons in the ranchers' 

. fields. I have watched the pat-

ti 1111 

1111 irst ft 
chwork · of light and shadow 
under summer's popcorn clouds 
and winter's tiered lenticulars. I 
have seen calves conceived, 
calves born, cows die. 

Most recently, I have watched 
the season's first haying. 

The grass is thick, tall and 
amber one day; mown down into 
neat rows over a bright green 
carpet the next; later baled into 
polka dots across the fields. I 
watch the daily progress. 

According to the ranchers, 
this first crop was a great one: 
the early warm weather and the 
rains which followed got things 
off to a good start. But water cut­
backs will begin soon, they 
report, and though in some years 
they get three crops of alfalfa, 
this year they only expect two. 

It's . time to hay when the 
alfalfa reaches 10 percent 

Eetterfrom 
Alpine 

by HEIDI HOPKINS 
bloom. Swathers move steadily 
through the fields, leaving the -
windrows of mown hay. Rakes 
turn the piles. After several 
days, depending on the weather 
and humidity, the baJers are 
brought in. 

Baling is a deli"cate process, 
say the ranchers. The hay needs 
to be dry so it won't mold in the.· 
bale, but not so dry the protein­
rich leaves are lost in the, pro-
cess. . , 

Some ranchers will get up 
after dew has fallen, about 2 
a.m: and bale by the lights of 
their machine until the hay 

s n 
either gets too wet from too 
much dew or too dry from the 
morning heat. (My commute 
doesn't take me by the fields at 2 
a.m. but it would be fun to see 
lights dancing across the 
fields ... ) · 

The harr9wbed is the back­
saving - arid bank-breaking -
machine that picks up the bales 
and stacks them at the ranch 
headquarters. Forty years ago it 
took five ranch hands days of 
brutal labor to get the hay stack­
ed; today, thanks to machines, 
one person can do it without any 
backstrain. · 

I, too, am dependent on my 
machine. Whizzing by these 
changing fields, foot ori the pedal 
of an internal combustion 
machine, my eyes and thoughts 
are free to ramble across the 
valley land. 

fs.1 



HAYING TIME. Alpine rancher Hubert 
Bruns has his season's first alfalfa crop 
cut and baled, ready to be hauled away 

and stacked. The alfalfa is· already 
sprouting back beneath these bales in 
the season's second crop: This ever-

changing panorama in the Carson Valley 
relieves the tedium of the work commute 
for Alpiners. Heidi Hopkins photo 



:Tiny Alpine nests 
on Sierra's crest t 
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Least-populated· county }:\,)v;11 

is. home to 1 ,200 people 0 J 
1 

. This /s another in a series of articles ~potlighting cities 
and towns in California - and the people who live in 
them. 
By Bill Lawrence 
Bee Staff Writer 

MARKLEEVILLE - If proof is needed that nice 
things come in small packages, stroll through this east 
Sierra town,- amid cool, alpine pastures where cattle 
graze 011 sumt11ti" Jays far- from the heat uf the Centrai 

. Valley. 
In a moment, you'll be out of town into the "rural" area 

of the state's least populated county, Alpine, where 1,200 
: people live. The county straddles the Sierra crest, 140 
miles southeast of Sacramento. 

Populc;1tion estimates for unincorporated Markleev­
: ille, the county seat, vary. County Supervisor Don Jar­
dine, who represents the area, puts it at 200. 

An_d in Bear Valley - the major west Sierra-slope 
. town _:_ there are some 200 year-round residents. Anoth­
er 200 live in the Washoe Indian community near Mark­

: 1eeville. 
There also are bear and deer, and cattle trucked up 

-from the San Joaquin Valley heat for the summer. 
R~mote, with some of the state's outstanding scenery, 

and free of the urban smog, traffic jams and crime, Al­
. pine County is a nice place to visit. It's so nice, residents 
say, that on two occasions, uninvited ~oups planned to 

) Ji., ' {., 1, 

See TOWN, page B2 

Bee/Skip Shuman 

A cyclist rides past two hitc;hhiking backpack­
ers at the entrance to Bear ijalley 



Town 
Continued from page Bl 
settle here. 

In the early 1970s, there was a plan by a gay-power 
group to establish·an Alpine community. A few years lat­
er, a far-right organization was said to have the same in­
tentions. Much was written about these ventures, but 
ultimately, neither had lasting impact on the county. 

Life in Markleeville on the east side_ in many ways 
goes on much as it has for ge.nerations. Some folks work 
for agencies managing pubyc lands. Others ranch or 
work in stores and saloons serving tourists. In the Indian 
community, jobs are scarce. Lynda Shoshone, communi-

, ty council secretary-treasurer, said some residents get 
government work or have seasonal jobs. 

On the west side, year-around residents serve tourists 
and skiers and heip siage ihe Bear Valley music iestivaL 
Carter Nice, the Sacramento Symphony director, will di­
rect this year's music festival, which runs July 29-Aug. 9. 

By east-side standards, most west-siders - even when 
they're like Eric Jung, who has been there nearly 20 
years _.:_ are newcomers. He was a hippie musician and 
sc~sv~~! ~c:-ke:- !:: '!cse:!'!!te N~tia!l2! Park .hef.oT_e_~~t­
tling in Bear Valley and working his way up to ski-lift 
supervisor. He's now in real estate and chairman of the 
coll:nty Board of Supervisors. 

On the east side, there's Chris Gansberg Jr. His family , 
has ranched in this area for 80 years; its holdings today 
encompass several thousands acres. He's also a supervi-
sor. · 

Of east-siders, he said: "We're individualistic and con-, 
·servative .... But no matter how much we argue, when 
the chips are down, we pitch in to help each other." 

Ileen Price Long is another east-slope resident Her fa­
, ther was Alpine Superior Court Judge for 40 years. She 

doubts that Bear Valley, founded in 1962, a century after 
Markleeville was, belongs in the county. 

"I feel it belongs in Calaveras County," she said. "The 
county line should be at the (Sierra) crest, not the west 
slope. Bear Valley's brought a lot of assessed valuation, 
but it's caused a lot of problems." 

Jung said he's heard this complaint before. 
"People on the east side have been there a long time," 

he said. "Even newcomers fall into the Markleeville syn­
drome. You'll hear something like, 'They (Bear Valley 
developers) had a lot of nerve putting a ski resort in a 
place where there's so much snov.; and demanding ser­
vices. Why didn't they put their resort in Stockton or 
somewhere like that?' " 

Once, he said, there was talk of Bear Valley becoming 
a city because residents got so little in services for their 
county taxes. After the 1980 census, an increased popula­

' tion entitled the western slope to two of the three board 
seats arid a stronger voice in government. 
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With an 'elevation of 7,031 feet, Bear Valley is 1,500 
feet higher than Markleeville. the town named after Ja­
cob Marklee, an early settle·r. The county seat has a 
four-season climate with some periods of bare ground 
during the winter. Life at Bear Valley is different and 
expensive. 

{ung said, "You need a job or three or four to get by. In 
winter, we don't plow residential streets. You get to your 
house on a snowmobile. We don't have many old or 
handicapped people." 

There's a grade school, but high school's an hour away 
in Angels Camp. Many homes and condos are seasonal 
homes for affluent city-dwellers. Two well-known part­
time residents are actors Robert Conrad and Lloyd Brid­
ges. 

The towns are linked by Route 4, a narrow, winding 
road over 8,700-foot-high Ebbetts Pass. It's an hour's trip 
until snows closes the pass and turns the trip into a half­
day journey over alternate roads. 

The county's population has been growing because of 
west-slope resort development and the Indian communi­
ty. But Jung said he isn't worried about growth ruining 
the pristine environment. More than 90 percent of the 
county is public land, he said. 

However, he wondered about the poiiticai balance of 
power if the Indians unite in bloc voting. 11though their 
housing development established seven years ago at­
tracted mostly county residents, about 25 percent of the 
Indians came from outside Alpine County. 

There are now 44 homes with 200 residents, Shoshone 
said. Another 150 Indians live outside the development. 
Sixteen more units are planned this fall and a request for 
future ones has been made tci the government. 
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. -,,,.-1With; .almos~ 1,40.0:.- pders •' in conjW1cti,on with_ the approx- --~-.. ·-·.,; .. ·: .,, , ·.· · •-·., ,,,. . . 'Fiederi~k~b~;g'1'r'~s'icterit and 
. a,lr,(\\l,Q)' sf gned up ~or the July 11 ·: imately· · _10 i local ', EMTS/ ~l~o i : :; ' e· tte' r'. ·, fr· ·o ffi.--_ · · , ., ·· Grovers Hot_ Springs. lifeguard 
Death,.R1de,,Jhe fmal. prepara- , equipped with ·radios, who will Mark Thompson said he placed 

., tion.$ for.this major Alpine,event · be.stationed along the course. · . , :;A• .. ·:_-,}, · ·• · '· · 12 by° 12 beams he happened to 
:<!\~~·fo,thll_~o.me_stre\ch:,.:,<: .. , -The EMTs are in their second _ ... , P lll,e .,~a"e around~ angled positions' 
.·, ,,, 'JJl~ ,argest e~ent m the conn-_':' year with the_'ride and based on · · . m . the nearly foot-deep. water 
,,,ty,_ .~e: ]?~th Ride taxes_ all, th,e what happened (and did'not hap- , , :<r:: b~, H -~lt>_I ,Hor~l,NS .. , · 'sheeting across' bis')roperty, a 

a~ail~b~elocalresources_.Jtisn_t :, pen)Jas~ year, ,they expect no · · . . : .... , .. ,., trlck.helearned as·a lifeguard 
,,.~\lrpr1s1pg_; On _Saturda_y ,the1e major problems despite the ex- fundralsing,- projections·, of '\vhert\:' such· 'dams: ·are used to · 

.. 1,.wi}J· ~ll(TTJore. bicycle .riders at · traordina~YJt~b~rs·,o.~. people ., $30,00(! split b_etween lli,~.v~:.ious \build' up beaches'1and prevent 
,[(',l;µr,tl~,fy>ck,Park than there are . participating,.. . . .. ,• ,· . ,• , , , partlc1patlng groups. · , . . ,, · erosion. He diverted, the flood 
• residents in Alpine CoW1ty,, ., . . ' ': ' -ht, •

1 ~ ', i ,,}-~UNDERSTORM CAU~E,S . _from ,his~ hoine.~~t.'l:slorage' 
. '\t·cixirdi~ate<l- by the Chamber ·'-'; This week will be a whirl,wmd FLASH FLOODS .. , .. , •:· ·_-., building on· hi~ prop~i:ty ,re<;eiv- , 
\, .. ,f'"eo··•1

• ' · ·· h hired two ex of· Iast·mlnute -preparations: A fierce_. and localized ·eds1'gn'1f1'cant·da·ma·"e·.· ·- · · ,;,,Q. _ mmerce, w O 
· • . m k' g, the course picking up - · · " . tra people in this final. week to · ar in · . ' · thunderstorm · disastrously .. · ·· · . - · · · · · 

·handle the rughtman('of last- and prepping truckloads.of food. situated_ ,, , 'over .... , 'the ,._ He,alsolosta,v!gor~usga'.den. -· 
minute registrations,, six•-.local --fll:\u,ch of ',the)Ofl? -~<\_s .}>,een,,: Frederic~bo/g burn_ area, caus-, ,rk>q~l!l~.at -the shm .sdver !ming · 

.- nori,profit arid volunteer/groups ~9,{}atl:d ,PY.,, 4Jpige~ \~Q9~· l\ll~,,, ed floodin~eros.ion and Joss of! ~to,, ~dark,slo1;1d,y'l'.ho~pso~,,' 
·are involved in the ride which is Cars~n Va!ley ' businesses),, , . fences and gardens to several ofl ,1.notl¥1~that). the• siltdeft-.m ~he._ 
the year's major fundraiser, ·. ha~dling_ the f,lurry of late . the Fredericksburg residences .. wake,r,.of,_-t~e;:· flood was nc~ 
'Alpine: Children's · Center is registrations, going ?ver every last· week: The. storm:·. lasted, humus - fir~ ash and topsml · 

prepar~iig ,.the Friday i;paghetti. -1,}ast detail o~ce _again;_to make , :- barely_an hour'., ·: :··',. · • ;. , _,, from the hillside above. He ex-
. dinner--·search and Rescue the ::,s_ure.e.veryt_hing 1s considered_.,. .. ·" : .. 'l'he deluge. of rain and· hail , peels to. have.a good garde~ next 
Saturdaf• 'pancake • bi:e~kfast; "' The headaches!' The' numbers .... brought traffic to . a crawl on - y~ar,with this new. matenal in 
and Friends of Hope Valley the · of applicants are stretching the Highway 88. There reportedly his ya.rd·-'l: '''·' :, ' -· ·_· :· · ' ,- ; . •, · 

~,Saturday barbeque.'. -r :i,•.·1•-"!. , projection limils,,The Chamber .. was. talk':'of-'-bringing_ out° the The Garisbergs were hard hit, 
•i,:li The1 Tahoe-based Alta· Alpina : looks: in·· dismay,·, at· the 1,500 •. snowplows to deal with the qilan-. losing fence, topsoil, ditches and 

Cyclirig. Club is. handling .the ,numberstheyorder~dtoidentify __ ,tity of•marble-size~ hailston~ gaining.,_a, sHt;-clogged. water,_. 
mountains of snacks, drinks and ,: the riders and scurries aroWld to :_ that -covered' Footh11l Road' m system:.:.and,. a·,: pa$ture full 'of 

.· lunch:• food . needed , bY. tlie _·i- get, more- before: this ,weekend, ·. some places:···, :, ,,,· -' • · • · ,-.! • . moW1tain boulders, · 
~oracious athletes. ; ;; :, ·:. . ,The hours of kitchen prep work ·. · In an -"eerie · sho1v, • lightning The hail took out the flowers in , 

-The, Tahoe Amateur· Radio · needed to get French bread and bolts flickered- through the . bloom _. but-: J:l'aye :,._Gans berg 
_Association ':'ill. ~e . onr hand , pasta o~ the plate of ev~ry ri_der : ~torm,· ~tri~ng the Vall~y'floor . reported· a revived garden 
, Saturday, mamtainmg a system grow with each new reg1stra~1on. m the vicinity of Mesa Vista and scarcely a week later .. 
of.communication on the.course -: .. , Most groups-- report thmgs · Freder1cksburg- homes.- ·The , . ,., . · __ . , 
from Luther Pass to; the back _,"under. control."· They are· op- , deluge prevented fires bufcaus- · It lias been a liard and fickle 
side: of, Monitor. l'hey: wlll_.work .- timistic. the, event wi!L meet the : 'ed a flash flood . .:-' · · year in this corner of Alpine·. 
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lff Death Ride is commemorated in postmark 
~7 

For the first time the· U.S. 
Postal Service in Markleeville 
\\'ill offer a special cancellation 
postmark on Saturday July 11 to 
commemorate the 6th annual 
Death Ride. 

The hand-cancellation stamp 
was designed by Markleeville 
Postmaster Margaret Daniels 
and the graphic work was done 

· by·: Janine Sprout of 
Markleeville. 

The design was submitted to 
the Reno Management Sectional 
Center and the Sacrmento Divi­
sional Office where the special 
cancellation hand stamp was 
prepared and provided at no 
charge to the Chamber of Com­
merce of Alpine County. 

According to ·Daniels, the 
special postmark is free _of 
charge. However, there is a 
commemorative post card 

available at the site. The card, 
designed by Daniels, was drawn 
by Marie Bravo of Might As Well 
Graphics, Markleeville. Bravo 
also decorated the window of the 
Markleeville Post Office to com­
memorate the event. 

The postal station will have 
retail and philatelic services 
available at Turtle Rock P,ark. 
both Friday evening and all day 
Saturday. Sharon Danckwerth of 

the Post Office and Daniels will 
be available to assist the public · 
and the estimated 1,500 cyclists. 

The Death Ride-Tour of the 
California Alps will be held on 
Saturday. The bicycle ride con­
sists of challenging four moun­
tain passes in Alpine County and 
is sponsored by the Alpine Coun­

. ty Chamber of Commerce in 
conjunction with the Alta Alpina 
Cycling Club of Lake Tahoe. 

POSTMARK. This special 
postmark was created to 
commemorate the sixth an­
nual Death Ride In Alpine 

BIKE RIDERS. Alpine County 
has been Inundated with 
bicyclists preparing for this 
Saturday's Death Ride. Here, 
cyclists rest and rehydrate 

County. Cards and letters can 
be cancelled with this 
postmark at the Saturday bike 
ride at Turtle Rock Park. 

outside Markleeville's 
General Store after a grueling 
ride over Monitor Pass. R·C 
photo by Heidi Hopkins 



( 

; ···:-- . ··-, }'.t}}{:/{,:]:)'5'\' . ·. ~.- v•: Xt''.~ ~~-:::: ::~ .. -:~Rico'r-il Ci? w,·e.r:·~~-:7 / l t;; {<tl ·.-: .,:·:;;e,:;:• .. ·· · ,. 

ltfl'ridia;n~~taCt>iSBIEfthiscweek8fld· 
r!t~~~~EE~;~t s;tt~i:~riJfu"·,1 ·~~ . 
··1ro:m·theWoodfordsCommunity . ·. ;' · · - .fr,,t:;,:l\·1·· ·••·. ;;,;,. 
po p_articip~te}n the '.8th National3:r,::.:vr:/c' ,. s,;;t c:-::tl' Pl fl~:·:;-· 
·Indian child·.Conference Aug::J: :'

0 
•• '. : ••. .' •. ·• · · · • 

. 4-8, according. ~o ':Community;:~ iii.tr 'Ji~1PY.~H,fl_l?J i'J.R~KIN9.J'. 
;',CouncU 1-t:;Jm·ember~;1:;,;Linda · • · ·' ·· · ·. · - .-.-
i}shoshorie.H'.'J•1>':l.?:fWsi.: ., ,-1~i--. 

f ·: ii The sttid~iits 'w~r~fselecfed fo~,~;/ 
''. participation based /on''essays -:; :: 
I they wrote ori~'the'betterrnent oh,: 
~,., • e" _•• .". ' ; • • ~ "'t ,,, ;.t,r•.f',,;,,_ t\ • .• ,-•:-,, .• .• • ,· our commuru y .. ,;(,:-.,, ,. >of . 

~ ,/:,,'.'Many~ frails;'\hatd : choices:-:,: 
'· Indian youth in the 1980s" is the ; -,: 

t:l)eme ofthis year'.s conference· ,: 
: sponsoredby·save'the Children.'.i ·· 
;:_Tppics, t<(be'iov~i-ed include:i-l 
\~leadership; ~elf-image~'teen pro-:t,;· 
f,blems:. educ~tion'\.and ':career -' . . ..,. r'.:-'.c?: · i ,_, 1t1 

'choice~/.C<>TTimitajen('_and· per~; L· .!_•:.,,, _ _;-.. ~.·-~!j-':~ .. -j'::1,. H' _o_p~E,.,, :H_.,A. :K_ ow···•·.'·,···,{~.:-,'S.··.-
h·~ona! respo~~ibiNty' ,a~_IJ. tl\e rol~ ,A:• . . - , . . . .. _ cc 

• of tribal culture m thehfe of to-:i:,lr _:.-.~-: .N~xt·day'.;there_-\\'.ei-e ·stll1 the . 
~~qay;s.Jtjdiante'.ens.;f,\;_.,~·<· ~-;,t crates :o(.oranges :and iP~~s- of 
.-~·"''The·participatirig'stqdei:its will ,9 "uneaten . watermelons.c to 
' have the opportunity'to'·speak,J_; :;distribute'>;the\waterjtigsfand 

and 1discuss·these·issues follow- garbage cans and signs t!)_return 
: ingworkshop presentations. . · · .. > . ..,,.,.-,· .·· •. ·. n· ., . to their respective owners; the 
r·T,.,The ,W oodfords ;_Community is· ·du-t'../ tJi·:;,§ E_~ '( ER :Jf\~ ES ' · _ : ,, papers '. to · file,- :!he. money to 
:. holding various,Jundraisers Jhis " - ' -/ s,· · ·DEATH RIDE · . · ·_ :. : count, the thank yous to send off. 
·:·1:1onthto.llelp·cover1ransporta~:..:··, :.-Chamber of·Commerce·:presi-. •~·.· :All-t~e work-must-hav~.been 

.. t10n costs for Beaver and Hope : ··• dent John Brissenden sounded worth 1t, however, because most 
, to .the . North CaroHna • con- O. like the ghost of himsei(as he · riders had a grand time. ,There 

ference.- -· : . . . . . · ·. . ·. -shut the door of Turtle IBock ·.was· plenty of· water and food 
~----This .. ~o~ing-~-~aturday.: ~he .Park at 11 p.m, Saturday'°:night, -, .. ,<~o_o~}o?~• ·at that}_ and these 
-;: commllillty :1s hosting ~n ;Indian long after the JastDeath ;"Ride ,,; die~~~rd_nders don .t ~s~ :i:tl~ch 
'.,.tac?,sale,~.alLday. t'9:ey'JJ,even •bike rider had ilear~d ouf,for ;_:,,Il}oreJhaD;'.thaL ·· · ;· 1: . 
:..~,dellvert:,;-L;.: ·:,. ·,c"{r,':; 0-!,0,~ ;.· ·; .-. home .. , . : 5:}.;k,,'i,,, ·, ~, · . <:;;:;)· Th,e few surprises - hke!one 
iniOn. 4u~•:i•-~;)here1)vi_l.l,; pe .a. John 'was ori':automatic'.'.pilot. ji.~.e,~'s":~en~al collapse and the 
:i-spaghetti /duwer,,iand,/,r~ffle.: .•. The whining harangue.of>'.orie of · breakdown <of Turtle'.. Rock 
t;frizes:-f;o.,be.•r:affled:9ff·i?ciude • , the·•· othei-.;-~oorclina:tors :'of ·the :Par~(s.refrigerator- just made 
~,art~\\'.O~:k$ bY:Kevin::Jones and . event jusf'blew'ln'on.e of John's things_ more ''interesting.';' A 

._ . .James):Shoshoner{p.fl.Q;,;1,Indian :,. ears and out the dther. ,J'.}1 . . -fewJninor:wrinkles in an other­
\J>_ea?wo~~;/M~als ,atro~ry of the\:. The_,.:complainti{f~bou{Jome .~t?e)1mazing1!;~mooth a~?.~uc-
~iAlpme ,and~:,Car.s.Qn,1~Nalley .· detail,ithe/'better•iway to have ::cessf11l ~vent. .·,-- · · · ! · 
~-~estaurants,,~:also· ~e -.offered ,·· q9.I_l~ it;'i tlie,-'.~why)lid.n'tyou .. :t{:.:-\ Those •. many. who volunte~red 
,mt~e;raffle prizes ... Tickets ~re· . ccfuld' aU,'N.aitJor<>anothet _day.<.<at~J~e·. event_··wen~ ~ome; ex­
,ava1lable at.-;,the ,,Commumty . -This Deatn=Ride:was-over,':At ·••~.chausted · and'· satisfied.: ::We. 
Center. ~-f(,,s;ii:, ;,.Jfii c·,·.-'' . . ( ·. ';'foast fo~/he\1igh(f;t;</ . ·. F>~i;X),7?~~;~ the riders did too. 

:..···r. ~.:·,·1..:,:· .. L ). ·-- · .~:i; ·-,;-.,f..,, .. ~~-~,.· .','· ~i,_, ,:.:~·'_.:_ -::?.;/f,·(,.;:,. 



(~!1~~;1~1~t~W~OOfflii¥Mt 
Life's speed·ing up in Alpine County high country 

MARKLEEVILLE - If proof is 
needed that nice tilings come in 
small packages, stroll through the 
east Sierra town of Markleeville 
amid cool pastures, where on 
summer days cattle graze above 
the heat of the Central Valley. 
· In a moment, you'll be out of 
town into the "rural" area of the 
state's least-poptiliited county, Al­
pine, where 1,200 people live. The 
county straddles the Sierra crest 
140 miles southeast of Sacramen­
to. 

POPULATION estimates for 
unincorporated Markleeville, the 
county seat, vary. County super­
visor Don Jardine, who repre­
sents the area, puts it at 200. 

In Bear Valley - the major 
town on the west slope of the 
Sierra - are some 200 year-round 
residents. Another 200 live in a 
Washoe Indian community near 
Markleeville. 

There also are bear and deer, 
and cattle trucked up from San 
Joaquin Valley heat for the sum-, 
mer. 

Alpine County - remote, with 
some of the state's outstanding 
scenery, and free of urban smog, 
traffic jams, and crime - is a 
nice place to visit. It's so nice, 
residents say, that on two occa-· 

PAGE2 

sions, uninvited groups planned to 
settle here. 

IN THE EARLY 1970s, there 
was a plan by a gay-power group 
to establish an Alpine community. 
A few years later, a far-right 
organization was said to have the 
same intentions, Much was writ­
ten about these ventures, but nei­
ther had lasting impact on the 
county. 

Life in Markleeville,on the east 
side, in many ways goes on much 
as it has for generations. Some 
folks work for agencies managing 
public lands. Others ranch or 
work in stores and saloons serv­
ing tourists. 

IN THE INDIAN community, 
jobs are scarce. Lynda Shoshone, 
community council secretary­
treasurer, said some residents get 
government work or have season­
al jobs. 

On the west side, year-around 
residents ' serve tourists and 
skiers, and help stage the Bear 
Valley music festival. This year's 
music festival will nm July 29 to 
Aug. 9. 

By east-side standards, most 
west-siders ..:.. even when they're 
like Eric Jung, who has been 
there nearly 20 years - are 
newco_!llers. He was a hippie mu-

sician and seasonal worker in 
Yosemite National Park before 
settling in Bear Valley and work­
ing his way up to ski-lift supervi­
sor. He's now in real estate, and 
chairman of the Alpine County 
Board of Supervisors. 

ON THE EAST side, there's 
. Chris Gansberg Jr. His family 
has ranched in the area for 80 
years; its holdings today encom­
pass several thousands of acres. 
He's also a supervisor, 

Of east-siders,· he said: "We're 
individualistic and conservative. 
... But no matter how much we 
argue, when the chips are down, 
we pitch in to help each other." 

Ileen Price Long is another 
east-slope resident. Her father 
was Alpine Superior Court Judge 
for 40 years. She said she doubts 
that Bear Valley, founded in 1962, 
a century after Markleeville was, 
belongs in the county. 

"I FEEL IT belongs in Calaver-. 
as County," she said. "The county 
line should be at the (Sierra) 
crest -not the west slope. Bear 
Valley's brought a lot of assessed 
valuation, but it's caused a lot of 
problems." 

Jung said he's heard this com­
plaint before. 

_"People on the east side have 

been there a long time," he said, 
"Even newcomers fall into the 
Markleeville syndrome. You '11 
hear something like, 'They (Bear 
Valley developers) had a lot of 
nerve putting a ski resort In a 
place where there's so much snow 
and demanding services. Why 
didn't they put their resort in 
Stockton or somewhere like that?' 
II 

ONCE, HE SAID, there was 
talk of Bear Valley becoming a 
city because residents felt they 
got so little In services for their 
county taxes. After·the 1980 cen­
sus, an increased population enti­
tled the western slope to two of 
the three seats on the county 
board of supervisors, and a 
stronger voice in government. 

The county seat was named 
after Jacob Marklee, an early 
settler. It has a four-season cli­
mate, with some periods of bare 
ground during the winter. 

Bear Valley, at an elevation of 
7,031 feet, is 1,500 feet higher than 
Markleeville. Llfe there is differ­
ent - and expensive. 

JUNG SAID, "You need a job 
or three or four to get by. In 
winter, we don't plow residential 
streets. You get to your house on 
a snowmobile. We don't have 

many old or handicapped peo­
ple." 

There's a grade school, but high 
school's an hour away in the 
Calaveras County town of Angels 
Camp. Many homes and condomi­
niums are seasonal homes for 
affluent city-dwellers. Two well­
known part-time residents are ac­
tors Robert Conrad and Lloyd 
Bridges. · 

THE TWO Alpine County towns 
are linked by Route 4, a narrow, 
winding road over 8, 700-foot-high 
Ebbetls Pass. It's a one-hour 
drive until snow closes the pass 
for the winter, turning the trip 
into a half-day journey over alter­
nate roads, 

The county's population has 
been growing because of west­
slope resort development and the 
Indian community. But Jung said 
he isn't worried about growth 
ruining the pristine environment. 

HOWEVER, he wondered about 
the political balance of power if 
the Indians unite in bloc voting, 
Although their housing develop­
ment, established seven years 
ago, attracted mostly county resi­
dents, about 25 percent of the 
Indians came from outside Alpine 
County. 
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··•·•_f}t1.w1<"g~-l~.~.t~t~~t~liYtl]l~---
.... ;, \.::···: "_. ·,~:·i:'.·.:' '; <.;'._ ... i:,\~,, \·::::·:~,{;/,,;,:.:' '. - ,">;-
'ii··: The .1 'Up With Kids'J (UWK),f:(:re, 
/·recreation program is in its se-:. " etter from'" 
i j:ond week under'the dir~ctjoQ of ,,-r, . , , , . . ' . .. . . ·. ' . 

. rt~tbl~~~¼:~i}r1~jl~~~:ii Af Pin~ :: 
) tttan,i'with ,a ·strongvoice/\cl1~e~tf:f,:'.i/i;C:,<}~,fr\!i;~Y ,t;,.~IC>I HO_f?J<JN_S4{ 

t':'.-ej,es arid a ready smile':Sbe br~i,\;/Ci?V/'(h.:1;'::;ff :'.' ,ifi}!)., ~, · . ·,t,[:>'h!2: 1 

. {t.ings·years,'~of recreation, _erit_er-·;:, :hir~d a,s' adye~tising ilirectorJor: ; 
Jtalrlment fand ... commumcabon \;-Nevada /magazine ... •· Their "two·•:. 
'/experience·· to·.·• her new job as ;;, children, Skye and Amye, attend 
, .wellasboundlessenthusiasmfor:(:.c.C.'>Meneley. Elementary 
; nutrition,,exercise, ·J11usic.and: 1 SchooL',,.,'\'• ,u· ~\.,• •·. •,t 

• · 1 positive lh;ing.> ,:/:\: ~-- ·.· .. :•;";f:j: Lynnwotks als<> •as part~tim~ li 
. . i :J:,,,,;Needlest J9 J ·~a.Y--i1c1l~ J,UYK,i,,;director::1of:the Douglas Recrea,1{, 

--.·· -~-1:~\~~{i:~ir~ttit1ml,~h;~½;N1I}$2~~f!tttei!;~~1~;.~t~i~~!-:ii,. 
'. ·· ;·t~rs.to ~lpineyo~~~·\'.y:\"\''1·'•;~Jfir,~~t~y:ts coordinating·teeQ.ac~\:· 

;• , Lynn s ·. resume -:is Jong, /an~;::f(hvihes <for the . Reno~Tahoe~ .', 
Jtva~ied.·Uspea~~ of.~~r.J~~5:itiv~;,:,t .. carsonVall~y area: .·· . •· . ' ' 

C 

: phllosophy of hvmgn, •\: ,, ·. ., ' " According to UWK president . 
. . Her career began at age 13 as,. Judy Warr:en, Lynn's affiliation <'.>,.,{ · 
• ; a cheerleader. At ·16 sh~,was \with the/Douglas Recreation interested com~unity !11.~mbe~s, 
,-,s~lected · by . J:t~r coac~ . to, be!:: •,Department: holds great poten- .. to contact her w1tq their idea~. , , 
· ·. d1r.e~tor,of J?~ regeation ;:P~O-(,:f:ti~l for,JncludingJAlpine's_youth,,>\., ,T11:e ··~olunteez:?:;;~K. group. 

gra1n•••-·for ····•the:•, ."'-~~ri.c,ri. ,'f;in:;the :Douglas •:.qounty ;pro~.,-.i,:worke<;1 ; for ~v~,ri{;\'.~:,t.:Year. o,to,: 
fh~~r~eaders';_Ass9c1abon.•,r:,"j,:"'\'?grams:1warren ~opes·this_;par-)\.E:s~a~h~h p~s1tiv~;trp,~th•. ~-c~c; 

· : . Smc_e · then ,sh~; ,;has .c~o1:~ed,./,ticipatior('·:·will. :al!eviate: the ;}).b~it~es,.~n Alpme ~~~~tY,,.~arhez:i,'} 
d1r~ctmg recref:1~1.on_ achvities,/'./'!,ctlltural/sQock :;i\lpme, istudents){:i:thi~ Y~r, the gt9.'1.P:}:!~~~ye9,li\/i, 
forrW<>~l? Carn.pus:,Afioat.an.d+,:/face\wherlJhey graduate from·.tc:s~~egr~n~ too .. ,,,{~~r,~~~~; 

,entertammg· .. (with thealth: and /,]ittleDiamond ValleySchooland:\tion progr~m .... ,, :\?:'"f,'['0t'\Q:; 
ecology as them_es). a~ :Nati9nal }{enter DouglasHigh:; : \ ·,;. . .,;/. •::~~/:'Walke~;;

1
,.1 ..... fp~e~ :.~f:;}} 

i School iAssembhes ::around ,,the•:'.: ;,;;Cf 'It's· .a' 'dream.•• come.··.true ''//fus1ve/;~nergy .ai:i }lt><>,~_1tiv~ ··~!7k 

. \ . U· .• s.:,.
1

, .. ·.,t.:S·h·.· e·.······ ·h. o.lds.Hat.Calif·o·'·rnia·•· :'.:'. .. •·.:·:··.··s '~i.d \Vatren.··.·.•:.,:ytY:. (,,,.: ::.J.•i:· .... ~.-,·.·:.·.•'..·::.'.'.: ... : .. ·\.•.:.;t. it. ud. e. ·;···m .. o .... 'r. e .. tha. ·n····· f·ill.s '.t·h·e···.: b·.i··.l·l· f .. <>·i'.·ic·.!; : 'te~eblng ·crederttial.'(;i;\;'.r}'.};';:}! ;~\{: Foutteen ,idii; : sht>wed~up''~n\\;.'.progfaij}\(iirectof) lt:t\ ff({, /" 
.;: She ha·s worked ;with· her owi1); :;the first day of the program ~ a\ti: '<: Alpiri~'.$ youth$) e vc~ftair!Jr,t 
-TV'.and radio.shows, ·with State:?<:.1arge number'forAlpine·· > < ·,::;::; 1ucky/.i't<:J. : ·. · · .. ;r'.!, f:'..,;\ 
·.~f'.:·the ',~ea~t,:1>rpd~ctions1 with ,, , ,\ 1Jn 'the first Jew ·,weeks! :Lynr:';~~:;ci?',\;~~~filL,: ,,:tJc,~ :',1,:•:· •:_:::,i 3: },,fl1.., .. =----­

. Jopr11~hsm, l ·as:; a/ hostess at··· < expects ,to · try 'Out a. ;variety .. 1 
,Disn~yland. ' < ·.• ··.. . ; ,, , programs, tailoring ,the a1 
,, · 'Much ,>of her.·· entertamm~nt '.<~ ti vi ties to s1.1it the.part~cipants. 
, and :communication career;· m> · ''.ii<One .of the initiaFclasses -wi 
· ··C~l,lding'a,sUnt jri •Yfet Nam,. has :\fbe karate, taught Tuesday eve1 
J 'l>een.;;-~one.•.in '~0,fij';lfiction wi~p<'.,,(:ingst6:.3~ p.m.; at th,e Woodford 
· ·he~·llus~~~d,:~>f.2~,,Ye,ars, M~rns.'J:U-Comniuhity Center;! .. ·. i 
.Walk~r(i;:.;>/:\':/".'.~t :rL. ...... ·· ,, ·/.';>.,;Lynn would like to incorporat 
. :,::M.orri(and_Lyri11'.came ~o the ;t,'the community's 'expertise· inti 
,Qarsonyalley when Morris was · her-ongoing program and urge: 
. ,[.\~{.(\.·i_:'.,.:,<_. _•,. ·•.,.i"·,;.__,._:.._~r,~,/\ __ :._ ; ~' ', , , a·. ' -·-· _ _'._ -~-~----·.'.::, .. ,,~ 



' Editor: . , ·' P-.ec..oro Cou.rier 7/.3D/'3 7 

j ·· · The friends qt' Hope Valley would like ·to thank 
· the local busines~es'. who 4o~ted food and sup-

.\ plie? _to sm~ D_~~th· ~ide barpecue fund-raiser: 
, . ·'; Hanre:ts.R~~o;t,':{t~ey;l?-9:a.~~ervill~, Cream 
t?Y ,tRuff: ·B.:tkery0~9uth:''.Lal{e ~ 'rahoe;.•·_ R:;iley•~-South · 
~',;, i (~e·::Tahoei:•i\1agdy1s:''Resbiurarit 'and•. Bakery · "·· 

; The barb~ct1e was a. big success botll for the 
.riders who_enjoyedtl}e delicioµsfo.odand for the 
Friends ·. ·.· · ·· - · · · · ·- · i 

· · -. __ FRJENo~ afHopE:vAcLEY 
, · · · •,, ,. · ,,_ · '·,:Ju!y28 
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': . . . oin~how; Alpine: County /,, ,<:J{;/\. 1n ~oo~~r~~ som_e b~e ~rount::tf~tp~ count1riiy,blessin~s ·for h~v 
.seems hke a secoll~ home to} '. '?,:/i;/Y,? O d<>ck,I .~ar ~ lqt Pf$,mo~e,~/;if.'.;\}1r~_ go,_ttellJW'oµgh tllis,par-;, ,, 
me .. ·•·· i' , : .··· · ... :,,,''.:: :·:.\···. >' ·· •. • ._·. '. }bu~Jhe~e dt_dn t apP.e~f :to ~e:?('':".litt~<!l.ilar epiS<>~e.\·: '':j'• :p],,('·1).',1;j 
.. )'ye enjoyed manyof the , : ,, , ,; 1 /. evidence pf ~pY serio~s trouble.'\ .. i>;:,).'l!?ver(tlftllat;:J riever· dre'a'm- r, 

1.·:tl!l:~:1/~J;~:~·d£1"•··1::.1:::~~:::i:~~~yt;,rJt~it1~~;'}i:.j 
. !tve enJ?yed many .Qther sights.·. , .', ,31. truck _loaded with fJrew.09(1.,:~-r::\:~,acre~::-charr~d,·.a couple dozei{'' 

F ;.Ill t!)e w\detµess \ljat ~re liJj", ' . "Cn' .zy~ !Jre ~uld be ~enr •qherir ;,b•Il\'lS des~ed, maIO' Olher( 

1'. .~he, past sevenyearsl: './ \ rt \' '' '\i-.r~(.; nyoµ.' At one point., :$Unlight ,{: tr)f\ i. ,he gre,~n along Hlg~\V~y ;as·. i 
1.: J _ve co~e to know, everyJt1mr,;.,:,·;•t~ned_t~ darkness r;;-·1sort of;'r;:Hhl{',.~fRµnd ~~CV,or':15 has disap-__ i'.'/\ 
i · m the roa<l between Picketts·.' :i ·. X' '.. '-, bke drivmg through. the San ;1 :-~;,i;c.-'.~,red. It 1$D.; ~ bkely to return · 
;· Ju'nction'and downtown'CarsQn .. ,,_i;;FernandoValley on'a •bad day: :.<'. ll}'Ollr lifetime,;':;,, I I ..• ,,),{; ', ,c:,,' 
I 'Valley: I coilld make thedriveC/\/· 'f'hen just as suddenly,the ,.1/:'.t;i~i,:1\~~al res~~ents have'begiufto · 

i_: blindfolded, although',! woi.ild . <:.i/ ',, sunlight reappeared again. Jt ,:;,I<:,},try .to piec~ :Jll~ir lives back ',';; 
·never want to:Winter fall or,·-' · .•. : :.was an eerie sight.<:,,.,,,,.,: ,,:,,.,;,./;.;~;;<t<>~ether agai~i Many~~fo';jrJJf,, ; 

•. sumni'er' ( do~s spring '~xist •, ·': ·:. ,': '. (::1\': ;J turned off. on Crystal Spr; ): r:,::;ah~rr; th~r~,;pnderstari~~,~~e/
11Ji; 

,·;here'?),·th~ time: of year never' ':.:i,,., mgs Road_where I. spotted a:: Li:(i'O(fifials h,x,~,:P!'-~ettpeJ>[ · ~\' 
· seems to )natter.. · .: , .. ,· :• green Forest Service truckandi\;<tag m dar:qa.g,~.~l,,$S1ih'fll1_ij 

i. · ;u is'alw~y~:a'peaceful ~ive. ,,,., , a couple of
1
p~ople with _;, ,· :('i;;;;,'I'J!~re is tio;,t{,y't9'.dE@$fl 

·, L1~ht tramc, plenty_ ofJime to ,:,\'.i i ~:~;11erasJ :,1,,:,., .... '.-•> ·.,,·' ,· '.Y,h/,;;\~?S~ loss,~}-~.9,olla:rs:an 
:se,nJ~Y.A~~w~~~tht~lm;igsctt~¢, . ,,,,.,., ,;~~eJ~e ettin :r.ea · )',,(y·'' >,even ~0)!$ , , 
\' ,, •''·' , . '. ·sweeti,L ' ' . . ' . ' ' 
~. - ,1 'spec1 .,, .. -re ,·~- e I!:. n .· ....... . 

No wonder·a·smallnuriib~r of' k· 'i"I'cl g~t out of here.'' After i ,,,:,, •'.;,~h~-!Ilajori,~t:seems's~t:;() ,s, c,, :f', 

, fAo
1
lk.s have' decided to call_. 

1 
, -;.•.·,· .. \i.· .. ··. tshnapbp

1
mg a_·couple of :_shots of \;:t:t;:iAnlgp. m.1t_fuct ~'tri~~t.thtel~ke'•irt'•gr;th'.:!Jf 

pme County home. But, as , , ·: e azenust for:the.sake of.:'1/:.:\,. . .... s;; ... otµi yr.,us i elastif;,_\ 
, always;· there is more than',, , , ,;history ( or is it joilrriillisrri) ;J ·iit::Jl~~~i::afte,f'.;the Fredericksburg ·. · 
· meets the eye.. · •' ·· •· '· ·, :•.·<-\'followed the man's advice .· \' -'<'\:f!~e;'One resident told me: •"It's··.· 
, '> ·.·. . '~ ;;. ·:)<Farther up the road, I s~w. ,'{,}:::an.iazing ~~ij'fs_omething like' 
i:,,

1
.. · •. ,-i,;i. . ''l\t:m.otepeople'patked on th~ side\1

{:; this ;does t<t~tir1g peoplei'/.\'•P ;~ 
F . , , . .') . . . . , · . ':",, ; - , .. :<{/rof :the road/Many had • ,'; ,' , ,:,;,~;'.f f:DtOgether ;~:A1pit;fe '.County is'ktnd;.:. 
t ' ·saw the smoke bellowing>: .. :J?icameras;,it was sort of 1ike::,;·;;://\;0t~.tighN}\!~t.!~ppimtmity,'.)/i\\L· 

1
,fromWoodfo~dsCanyo~ as I_,'''<ij':Spectators ata_4th r,f Jilly ')/.\1/•':Ey~i:yon~:a,l~,~X~,sta,P,Q~.be~.~~~; 

t
1
drove home after deadlme day.· .. · ,:''ishow .. ,., ··1,/, ''c't: .:.t:'' .'. ·•·:,,,\'·:~•each othe:r/I~,,:}t:i-,·,,,,,:t,11J~,,;!1".i,t,0tti?t 

l'. last W ednesdayafternoon}: : _::fth:i, · A. f ew''nu)t~phot~graphs .; ;·• :;,?',+\;-M:ust be: ;@H~Ypeb~I~Jrlkii1\~Yf{ 
i,Memories of last year's ,·.··•· •,/./, jwerefaken andI was back'orit'.:LifSP~dal place:,rm':willing\o'bet':/' 
i,: Fredericksburg fire 'immediate••·:::,::,: the road again. 'Mome'nts' lafoi \:\t·:!h~t~. t~ra~eJt\ : , \f' ,.,,\,\\ {U(Y;\ 
uly flash_ed to m,ind. Could it be :/;', ',>I :hear? the announcement frohl\'.!:Ec;ilitdt's'hi>te:;ba~i-, Pfiri~'f;\:;?!f' 
happenmg ag~m'? .. ·. l ': ,; :\·,a passmg ~alifotnia,Highway',:,'.· R~q:~ports editor and livetin' 
· I wondered if the highway . · Patrol vehicle that the highway, : M?Yers. . · : h .; i, 

,..._,;,_;_ _ __..:,__..:,~-c'..,. ,:,'.,;.,~' :::,~~(.\jc('.' .. ·.' ,: .. ···,·.:·•t,,J,s'.;· ,... ·'·•·,"• 

' 
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~- residences leveled, 60 others damaged in Woodfords Canybn~laze 
-By JOHN DUNBAR 
Tribune Staff Writer 
:& United Press International 

.. A·ru-e believed caused by 
'!human negligence" roared 
through 6,000 acres of rugged 
Sierra wilderness near Lake 
Tahoe today, leveling 24 homes 
and damaging 60 others. 

Some 250 residents and sum­
mer campers w:ere evacuated 
from the sparsely populated 
area south of the lake. 
: More than 900 firefighters 
were sent into the tinder-dry 
·area to stop the blaze that broke 
out._early Wednesday 3:t Wood-

See more photos on Page 1A 

fords Canyon, about 30 miles 
south of Carson City on the Ne­
··-<ia-California border. 

io deaths or injuries have 
been reported. 
· A Nevada Division of Forest­
ry spokesman said investiga­
tors blame "human 
negligence," such as a person 
carelessly flicking a cigarette 
or leaving a campfire. 

The weather continued hot, 
_dry and windy, hampering fire­
fighting efforts. Firemen said 
they did not know how long it 
y,~ .. ld take to contain the 

s • 
. oke could be seen as far 

away as Reno, 60 miles north, 
and ashes from the flames fell 
in Carson City. · 

An evacuation center for res­
idents and campers was estab­
lished at the Carson Valley 
Middle School, in Minden, with 

.· up to 80 cots. 
,;.:_ Charles and Anita Tronoff, 

residents of Crystal Springs for _ 
29 years, said the fire crept to 
within 15 feet of their house. 
· "I was piling wood and I 

illed smoke. I looked up to 
, __ _, canyon and saw the fire," 
said Mrs. Tronoff. "I called 911 
in Markleevile but someone had 

(See FIRE, back page) 

Trtbun. photo by StaYen L N•l~n 
FIRE CONSUMED this structure during the blaze that started at and commercial buildings were damaged or destroyed. 
about noon Wednesday In Woodfords Canyon. Numerous homes 

F••re-- ~/:x/fsr- (C41f~\ than 50~~;s~~e~;,---::: 
' ) evacuated. along with camping 

(Continued from Page 1) 

already contacted them." 
Charles Tronoff said he felt 

fortunate that their home 
wasn't damaged. 

"Luckily the wind was blow­
ing up the creek (away from 
our house) or we would have 
really been burned up," he said. 

Jim Shinn, who lives near the 
junction of highways 4 and 88, 
wasn't so lucky. The one-story 
cabin he and his family have 
lived in for 25 years was 
destroyed. He said they only 
had one hour to evacuate. 

"We got the cars out and a 
few personal things, but so 
much we didn't get," Shinn 
said: 

Rod Smith said he was fixing 
the plumbing in his home in 
Woodfords when he was told to 
evacuate. 

"I never saw the flames; 
there was just so much smoke," 
Smith said. "But the roar of the 
ru-ewas tremendous." 

He said they had about an 
hour to flee. 

Smith said many peopie left 
their homes carrying small 
suitcases or nothing at all. He 
described the evacuation as 
orderly. 

Sandy Sullivan, of the l<'orest 
Service, said Woodfords, a vil­
lage of about 75 residents, and 
nearby Paynesville, with fewer 

sites. About 60 homes were 
damaged in those areas. 

Most of the two dozen burned 
homes were homes in the Mesa 
Vista subdivision with a total of 
about 35 houses, Sullivan said. 

The Marklevillage subdivi­
sion, which has about the same 
number of homes, was also 
evacuated, and many campers 
were ordered out of the area. 

Sullivan said the blaze broke 
out about 11:30 a.m Wednesday 
in Woodfords Canyon, about 30 
miles south of Carson City. 
There was no ligh_tning in the 
area at the time, and the cause 
of the fu-e was still under in­
vestigation. 

Winds gusting to 25 mph fan­
ned the flames. 

Six air tankers swooped over 
the fire dropping flame retar­
dant. 

A "Class One Team" was 
called into action, bringing 
together the fire experts from 
the Forest Service, the Bureau 
of Land Management, the Ne­
vada Division of Forestry and 
units in California. 

The fire in the high plateau 
country of California's Alpine 
County could be seen as far 
away as Reno, 60 miles to the 
north. Woodfords is about 25 
miles southeast of Lake Tahoe 
on the California-Nevada 
border. 





~,re· \·, :: f ~l~',;t~t . 
' ·continued from page Al I ,;),,;•; :(Another, evacue~'.'s~:a;:r~e've 

'oefili:ling • was ordered :emptied: ;The : heard nothing. The lphQn,e~ an:l out. 
scfiool was :not'damaged. Theevacu~: It's terrible not to kriow,3/,(i/f.:. ·. i , ;f 

' ee~; Y"ho induded campers frotn the 1 • ) • • '· •• •• +· \;J\{c,:·:,i, J ) i •.;, .··. : 
·· CfY~fal. Springs Campground, 'were . , The message. board,;it;Jhe, school. 

: 'seijt to Markleeville ,on the :Califor-':. ,as plastered with hang~rjtt~n !Iles- •. 
' nyirs,~.de ,and Minden on lh~ Nevada I sages, many asking tti~;9,~:o(ta,M•.1:~\ 
. side::,:,' , : .. ··. i "'.: ,::,, ,' memberstocont~ctt ,:•; ,i\';'.';·;n1,,:,i,/ 

·. J,;'~g~~!~t
8!/t~r!9 

~fg~~}o~n~f. · Ellie. O'Toole~'.
1;:fitis t1111t{~('tt{,,; 

Ebbetts Pass and Highway 395 near: , Mesa Vista s?bd1V1s1on~said she ~1.ep,~_: .,,.,"~:.·,,,,,,.,:,, 
the .Nevada state line, the California her home with two. ~u~tars and .. here, 

, lii!ih ... way pat[Ol'l!aid,-.i\ir traffic over husband gra~bed ·h,1~ ... ;too. l·s.· b.·.f·}·.Qre.-. ·: 
the\ area was prohil>1ted, _tJ1e CHP they left. Their home1~a~;:1)ob~.~r.,. 
said.;,·' · ':~•-~+- .,,.,-: · aged. :;,,''.":',,,<: ,·{\;l;i~i, , 

" The, lack of information emanat- "It was a miraci~ ,;,wii'e'n1\vEi lert"' 
ing, f_rom Woodfords left r~sidenf:s there was· a solid wall of fire going 40 · L. · _ ___,, 

,f~anb~ ,over the fate. of the1~ fam1- mph. we just thought we would nev- · 
hes,. {nends and homes .. : . ' · , · · , er see our home .again ''.,.she said.;••/· . 
. · -~ woman .who idenbf1ed .. herself>''. •.. . , , :;• · ,'. \: ',,:, , .:' , rt,:'. 
only ~·as Mary said she· worked :in' . Joan Hawkins was concefoed'over;,:.; 
Lake Tahoe Wednesday and return- the loss of wildlife: ."It will· take' a 
edJoJirid,the,roads ch;>s.ed,to,'Woo4-'~• long time;before things ev(lr~gr.o)V,, · 
f~rdS.\'"''' · 1 '· '•\'' back,".shesaid., · · ·,•,,~·· ·•: lia!-""""""""'""""1111111111

••
11111111
•---" 

~· .7I'r;n concerne,d about my kids 7 I · · . . · . , . . ·.·•.· , , . . , . , 
have!}'.t heard from them:: );he· said . The ~laze m t~e .. hllly terr.am, of,,

1
. 

from a Red Cross shelter set up at the.To1yabe National Forest sent\ , , . . 
Carson Valley Middle School in Min.-' thick smoke that could be seen as far . Tahoe Wednesday a'nd. warned that. 
derL ~ ' . · . . · · · ·' . ·· · . ' · · · away as the Lake Tahoe basin and , fire conditions in much of the state 
:,_:, >: Reno, 60 miles to the north ... ,_:,,o: . , . were extremely critical, 

:·:::- F~refighters fri:un,th~'.F~r~~/serl >1:~on Striepeke;'o(the california 
yice, the Nevada Division of .Forest-, '. Department, of Forestry' said the 
ry and local agencies as far.away as~· .. ·. moisture level in .brush and timber 

'. Reno were at the scene. '.A,~rial tank-:,: i around much .of California is much 
·•. ers also were beirig used to drop fire,: \ drierlhan normaL . . . '. . . 
' retardant iri 'an : effort (to, slow the,:,:; ;;'; :, ,, , , ': 1 ·• 1 i: , ', , • . · < ' ,,;.,; ' · ·, , 
! f' , r d ,, ,, , ,, , '· ~ ,. ·· · ·.· r: •,;,We_ re ,a.lready ,into September. 
:ir~s~p ~~.,:

1
, ,':\::,;,,\,\'{\i,:., · i:;burning con~itions, which nwmaHy 

• , ,· ,"'>'.,,.r, .. ,, :·'"'1 . 1.isour.worsthme",hesaid.,.,.,.•· 
. Thefire1s1ustwestofa:3,500-acre \,; · . . .. ,.,, ·· .. ' ,,.,,, 
'area scorched one ye~r):ago Jlas(: •. ')i, Striepeke, thi state's assisfantfor~ 
week in an. accidental, man.-caused ·.. estry ·, thief for' fire p1,eventi6n and 
blaze. ~lthough no offici.l:llcause ~as. , ,aw,; enforcement,' was· attending a 

. b~en given for Wednesday's fire, .wildlife arson prevention meeting in 
there was no lightning•in the area Stateline,Nev.' · · · •,:,;,.:.)F \ 

;. when it began~., .. ;, , · , · \ /:s1:.· 

•lr,qnically,,CaHf<>rriia's top wild­
landllilaze investigator i)iYas at Lake 

•:• Information compiled by Bee staff 
·writer Art Campos and th~~ssociat­
ed Press was included in :this report. 

. . . l' • ' -· ',.t:~,. , I ' 
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',1,500 Batt_le Disastrous ·N ~ Calif ornia;Fire -
' . By DAN MQRAIN, Times Staff Writer 

. ·_ .WOODFORDS, Calif . ..-Antici-.· 
· pated winds failed to ·materialize 

late Thurs.day; raising -hopes for 
. control of a 6,500-acre blaze that" 
: ; ·has destroyed at least 24 homes and 

· seriously damaged half · a dozen 
,'. others in this small Sierra Nevada .. 
. : cpmmunity soµth of Lake Tahoe, 

· 3 ·,, Sixj,huncired more firefighters 
c from Californja,_Nevada and Idaho 
, 'joined the.lines, bringing to 1,500 

-· the number working· to stop the 
fire's northeastward· march 

· throµgh the ..: sparsely -populated · 
· region toward the Nevada line: •. -

. - Winds of 35. to 40 m.p.h. eased' 
· • during the _day to 10 to 20 m.p.h: 

.. ·", (. $;; 

Forecasters had expected stiff in Reno; . about 60· mil:.:s. to. the .. 
gus~ to spring up again by mid-af- nor~. Highways throu1p the area 
ternoon. U.S. Forest Service remamedclosed. -- -,; · -
spokesman Je1:cy Snow told.report- The fire. began Wednesday 
· ers at the firefighting · command morning as a small bl~1,e aboµt 200 . 
post; in -: Mjnten, Nev.~ ;. "Ii that _ feet -01,1tside a· Toiyll~>e · Natiol).al · __ 

· .sucker starts to blow up, l wouldn't Forest campground, an/:!, seeIDed'to 
. ·want to be out there.~! : :- -: , _. · ·- .. · pose no real problem. J?ut the wind: · 

· By late iii the day, however; th.:it , snatched_ the fire froni the controL 
had not hapPened. No more homes . of firefighters.· and 7pushed the· 

· appeared immediately threatened. · flames qownhill ,intcf ,W oodfords,. 
The Sierra Pines trailer park was ·. where a sign proclauns · a popula-

saved as bulldozers ringed it to dig · tion of 150. . · · f --. · • · 
a trench that the flames failed . to , . By late W edI}esday. afternoon, · 
leap.; · . . _ · ·. · · . · . more than 2,000 acresi-were charred . 
. · Black smoke still hung over the by -~i-flame~ .. VP fo '_ 350 people 

mountain~ and made the sky ha,zy_ Please see BA,'.J'TLE, Page 2!f . } ' ' ' :r.;,,:· ,, ' <. -·, .;-. -
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BAT'JILE: 1,500. Fight :Disastrous· N. :calif. Blaze 

• .1 • . . . j ' • • • . . • . ~ ' - ' • 

i_ · ~nJinued f~om P11ge 3 ' : . partially constructed home. With wrong t~e. . .... 
f · ~~re evacuated from Woodfords ·. an anti~smoke bandanna over his "It [the fire] just got away from 

. -.:WP. the smaller settlement of Pay- mouth and the soot of a long night them," he said. > 
. ~syille. /. /... ·• · " : ' . · of firefighting cov:ering his clothes, · The · sheriff said the latest fire 
' .;;'!'.he burned area tripled by he· stood surveymg his $200,000 appeared to have been man-
-. th'urs~ay morning. Homes were loss with reddened eyes, caused, but he did not know 

destroyed or damaged in scattered He said he shared the feeling . whether it was intentional. 
o}.,µsters on both sides of the valley · that the Fores~ Service could have Elyse Doyal stood looking. at a 
iJJLwhich Woodfords nestles. had the fire under control if they - blackened chimney-all . that . was 
~onie W ciodfords residents, in- ' had not sent the volunteers away. left of her home-pointing out her 
chioing members of the 18-mem- ·. "It should have been a routine charredbelongings .. 

·. bee· volunteer_ Fire Depart111ent, fire," he said, "but it ended up "There's my antique sewi,ng ma-
. vrei"e openly angry _that the Forest . being a catastrophe." · chine," she said, indicating a man- . _ . 

' : ~vice failedto stop the fire in its . Forest Service spokesman Snow gled metallic mass. "All those pa- : 
track;s at the outset. The volunteers said he could not respond to the pers-they're my income tax 

· said they responded to the initial complaints by Cone and others - · records; . . . That's an old ceramic 
· aJ?!:m, only to be waved _away by . · because he did not yet know the pot-bellied stove. I didn't know I 
tl;t¢ federal firefighters. · . · . facts. Alpine County Sheriff Larry still had it." · · · 
-_Woodfords volunteer Fire Capt. Kuhl, whose house survived, came Then she said, "I can't feel too 

Jim Cone, 55, was bitter. He lost his · to the defense of the federal forest- bad, because some people have it 
furniture repair shop, the trailer in. ry people, however. He blamed the. worse. Next spring, we'll just start 
which he. had been. living and his · wind, which came up at just the building again." . · · 



·•PEOPLE FORCED frcini their homes by Wednesday's blaze take refuge 'at ."the,'Fled c,~·ss':iii., aster/ 
::center at Carson Valley Ml~dle s_chooUn GardnervlUe; • · · · · · · . . :·!'.;'. .· · · 



A ~IREFIGHTER-~orks to stop flames Jrom overcomil)g.structures 
nearWoodfordsandAlpll)eVlllage, -: ·, ' . . 

'. • J., • { • • : ':,·. • ,\. • .• , ·i. \. . ,,. ~· 





Fife ',victims,distres·sed,-:,atlOSS:-Pf _,hooies 
_ ·.' ·-c .... ,·0--.:'··.,-;,.1'""?'. •:• .:. ; .,-,:~,. ----- ·.,,,. - . .,,,_·-·•·- >. ·- ---,_. _- <~--'-~ -·.. . ·' ' . ·:-yr'":"~-' ·: - ,--·· -~-~- ·· .... _ . . . . .: . - ··:c . .'· . . 

~ JULIA PRODIS__.;- :_ -:--_- ·,. :. . "Oh sure, we can replace the le3111faore. , . . . . . haze. -"He said the fire was 
rib••-·~ Staff Writer · house," he said, "it's just other Ray Ramos thinks his home is coming at a rate of 40 mph. 

· things that can never be replac- still standing - it was when he 'You gotta get. out of here right 
GeorgeAbl>ottlosthishome. ed." fled from it Wednesday af- now,' he said. We.couldn't take 
"It's burned. We lost everyth- Abbott was lingering around . ternoon. . · anything." · 

1gupthere.". . . the Red Cross aid station early · "The sheriff told us to A bulletin board of messages 
The home he-lived in with his thjs morning set up at Carson evacuate right away," Ramos from friends to the. displaced 
ife and father was located 500 . Valley Middle School in Minden. said, sitting at_a cafeteria tabl~, and from the displac~d to fami­
ards from the the Woodfords He was .. talking with other sipping coffee and looking out 
re station. · disaster victims, waiting to the window to a light smokey (See Victims, ba_ck page) 

Victims 
(Continued from Page 1) 

]y members was in the hallway 
,of the make-shift evacuation 
,center. 
. "A lot of_people_ come looking 
Jf~>r their friends and 
ineighbors," said Red Cross 
Coordinator Tom Taylor from 
Carson City. 

On tear sheets of yellow 
paper, such messages as 
"Karen, Van and I are fine 
Forrest." and "Helen, we wer~ 
worried about you ... " and "Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold, If you need a 
place to stay-Love ... " 

About 25 people - 10 families 
- spent the night at the school 
on army cots in a re-arranged 
classroom. If they slept, they 
woke up to hot cinnamon rolls 
and coffee provided by the 
Douglas County School District 
food supervisor. She starting 
baking at 4:30 a.m. About five 
Red Cross and 10 other volun­
teers helped. 

Taylor said most of the re­
ported 250-300 displaced persons 
stayed the night with friends in 

the · Minden and Garderville 
area or at motels . 
. He expects to keep up opera­

tions at the school for about two 
or three days. · 

George Cretilli, a resident of 
Mesa Vista and a Woodfords 
volunteer firefighter, was on the 
scene of the fire until midnight. 
The flames missed his house. 

"It's a disaster. It looks like . 
an atomic bomb went off " 
Cretilli said. "It's like 'a 
nightmare." 

He spent long, hot, _ smokey 
holll:' on Highway. 88 diverting 
traffic. ·. · · ·. · 

:'I've: . never · seen _ so ~any 
people stop their cars just to 
watch the place burn "he said. 

"People· were f;antic that 
they left their· pets behind -
and then: beautiful, , . expensive 
homes - JUSt rubble~ . · 

"Deer came out of the moun­
tain with the fire right behind 
them," Cretilli said. "If you 
went up there, it would make 
your stomach turn.'' · 

..For information about friends 
and relatives in the fire area 
contact the Red Cross aid sta: 
tion at (702Y782-2265: · · . 
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ndtr y 
Minden man's ho.me leveled·, just like 15 years ago 

By SUE MORROW 
Appeal City Editor 

summer home when it, along with ahout 
two dozen other homes, were destroyed 
in the raging forest fire Wednesday. 

The adage "lightning strikes twice" He has since been to the scene. 
must have a. special significance to "Even if the house had survived, I 
Minden attorney George Abbott whose wouldn't want to live in the canyon 
Woodfords home was leveled by Wednes- anymore," he said, noting the total 
day's forest fire that raged through 6,000 devastation of the once beautifully wood-
acres in Alpine County. ed area. 

It was 15 years ago when a · fire He also seemed to express more con-
destroyed his Foothill Road home in cern for his neighbors than himself, 

~e::r~cn-Valley,1\!s!-insid~ -thi>.. Nevada• noting that his neighbors' homes were 
border. ··-··more-vali.ittble'k-and at lza3t · he "h~d: 

somewhere else to go." 
In that fire Abbott, an avid collector of His house, he said, "was just a sum-

antique clocks, lost dozens of valuable mer home. A place for the kids to go. 
and unusual old clocks. I'm glad they had time to spend there" 

He was not at his $150,000 Woodfords before it was destroyed. · 

He estimated the damages to the other 
homes as "multimillion dollars" worth. 

As for Abbott's personal losses from 
the fire, he mentioned photos and "some· 
rather valuable books." 

The fire was so intense due to the 
combination of Ponderosa pine, cedar 
and manzanita, he said, that the win­
dows melted to horse-shoe shapes and 
fell into the foundation. 

Abbott expressed concern for the wild­
!if~- in Alnine Countv .. that has been 
deprived or'its source of food. · - --

Tho fire, he lamented, occurred in a 
major deer migratory area "and the 

· impact on wildlife will be very great." 
Recalling last year's major fire in the 

Fredericksburg, Calif., area of Alpine, 
Abbott said, there was a "very serious 
effect on the feeding grounds for deer." 

He also lamented the devastation of 
the landscape. "Alpine County is the 
only county in California where every 
mile 'of road was a scenic highway," he 
said. · 

He praised the efforts of local volun­
teer fire departments who he said "by 
getting on the scene as quickly as they 
did undoubtedly saved many, many 
structures.-f ·was . aJso fnfpressed With 
both the Douglas County and Alpine 
County sheriff's departments ... they did 
a superb job of doing the things that had 
to be done." 

George Abbott 
Home destroyed again by fire 
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' Woodfords area looks like war zone 

Early-morning sun, left, is 
filtered through smoke 
and trees on the west 
side of Woodfords. 
Below, crews create a 
firebreak above the 
Crystal Springs 
campground in 
Woodfords. 

Bee/Dick Schmidt 



By Bill Walker 
and1<:en Payton 
Bee ~taffWriters 
•• '" > 

•. WOOD FORDS - Jim and Marilyn Shinn sat amid a 
stand of soot-dusted pines Thursday morning, staring 
mi,.tt'ely at the ashes of their dreams. 

:::. ~-he day before, when they heard that the Acorn Can­
yo11::forest fire was spreading into this resort Vill?ge 
south of Lake Tahoe, they rushed to check on the home 
they had retired to 24 years ago. 

. was too late. 
'~ _J,h:e firefighters saved the guest cabin and the shed. 
Somehow the woodpile survived the blaze, and from a 

I steel mast an American flag waved weakly. On a stump 
};ti,f a:. i~w recovered treasures: souvenir spoons, a metal 
plate, '.a fragment of a vase. But the house itself was a 
smoki_n·g ruin of rubble, heaped around a naked chim­
ney. 
· "It's hard to believe" Jim Shinn finally said. "You 

work ·24 years for som~thing, then one day you come 
! n.'ome and this is it. 

"You can replace a home, but other things ... china 
... you just can't ... " 

. •· His wife stopped him. "That's enough," she said. 
. , . ,The Shinns were among the first residents of Wood­
fords to return to town - or to what was left of it -
J;iiursday morning. The fire was still licking its way up 
foe''.Sferra ridges, and Woodfords Canyon looked like a ·war zone, with acres upon acres of charred ground and 

. blackened trees shrouded in smoke as thick as a Delta iag: 
, ·' The fire, believed the result of human carelessness, I '., •. 

, 'apparently started about noon Wednesday in Acorn Can-
, yon, ·a few miles west of town near the Crystal Springs . 
Campground. After the first daylight inspection of the 

·fir'e·•scene, the number of homes destroyed was down­
graded to at least 24. The fire swept through Woodfords, 
whipped by 35-mph winds as it raced through the tall 
piries and scrubby bitterbrush oi the Toiyabe National 
Forest. 

"When I got to the fire line (Wednesday afternoon) at 
4 it was 500 acres," said Jerry Snow, spokesman for 

.S. Forest Service. "By 6:30, it was 2,000 acres. By 6 
thlsmorning, it was 6,000 acres and still growing." 
"·Snow said there were three minor injuries, all of them 

involving firefighters. · 
The fire hopscotched through town, leveling one home 

but sparing the riext in a crazy-quilt pattern. 

· · "You could see it jumping across the meadow" be- H 
tween the campground and town, said John Bennett, an 
Aipine County supervisor and one of about 20 homeown-
ers in the Alpine Village subdivision whose houses 
burned to the ground. 

'Another was Skip Veatch, an Alpine County sheriff's 
deputy and volunteer fireman. -About 3:30 P:m. Wednes­
day;· he was on the fire line at Crystal Springs Camp­
ground when word came that it was spreadiµg toward his 
home. 
•-· "I stayed on fhe line," he said. "It was tough." 
:,veatch's wife, 13-year-old son and 3-year-old daughter 
got out in time. But he said his wife saved only "her car, 
her'purse and the clothes on her back. That was it." 
> More than 250 people - virtually the entire summer 
population - were evacuated from Woodfords and 
n·e1ghboring subdivisions. Most went to stay with friends 
in hearby towns, but about 20 spent Wednesday night at a 
she· set up by the American Red Cross at Douglas Ju-
nie .gh School, just across the state line in Gardner-
ville, Nev. _ 
.r\By midday Thursday, said Ginger Lengenfelder of the 
Re·d Cross, most of the shelter refugees had also found 
other lodging. But the school was still serving as a mes- . 
sage center for those seeking word about friends and 
fan1ily, or YVf10 just -.;.,·anted tv f1elp. 
: '.'.Can we help? Our home is available,". read one hand­
scrawled note on the bulletin board. "Baby clothes and 
food. Please call," said another. 

A few miles up the road, in Minden, Nev., the Douglas 
High School had become the command po~t for the army 
of -firefighters and support crews battling the blaze. 
Their faces streaked with dirt, their clothes sweaty and 
stained red by fire retardant, weary firefighters de­
scribed the hellish terrain in which they had to chase the 
fast-moving fire. 

"It was hot and steep," said John Buckley, leader of a 
crew from the Mi-Wuk Fire Suppression Unit, which ar­
rived Wednesday from Stanislaus County then worked 
through the night. In many places, he said, there was 
danger of falling hundreds of feet. 

Ttle crews feverishly dug containment lines, Buckley 
said, but "We just kept losing the line; the fire kept jump­
ing. Finally, we caught up _to it about 8:30 or 9 (Thursday 
m9rning) ." . . 
.. ,Still, there was no sign of when the fire might be 
contained - or of when authorities might be able to let 
the people of Woodfords baclc in their homes. 

"If that sucker (the wind) blows back up again, I don't 
w~1~t to be in there," said. the Forest Service's Jerry 
Sno"' "And no one else should, either." 

I hursday afternoon, a few residents had slipped 
past , ,>adblocks to see just what they had lost. 

For some, the loss seemed too much. 
George Abbott, a prominent Gardnerville lawyer, lost 

:1 $150,00 home. "I probably will never rebuild," he said. 
·'\Voodfords Canyon is gone." 

But others said the community could come back. 
"We all know the dangers of living out here," said John 

Bennett, "but what are you going to do?" 



Fire 
Com,Hnued from page Al 
Woodfords, and telephOnes were out in Markleeville. 
Highways 88 and 89 in the fire area were closed Thurs­
day night when thick smoke cut visibility to a minimum. 

The blaze comes at a time when state and federal for­
estry officials !}ave warned of bone-dry conditions that 
have increased the fire hazard in California wild lands. 

Fire had blaclcened over 40,000 acres of forest state-. 
wide this fire season-'- before the massive Sierra blaze. 

Thursday's assessment of the Sierra fire means that it 
easily rivals the 6,420 acres burned earlier this month in 
the Modoc National Forest. 

On Thursday, residents of the cabins and homes some 
15 miles south of ice-blue Lalce Tahoe sadly began re­
turning to the rubble and charred land that was once a 
ruggedly beautiful mountain paradise !mown for fishing 
and serenity. 

They pondered the future and spolce of how fire· is an 
ever-present fear in these mountains. 

"I got up 'this mornfog and l didn't have any place to 
take a shower," said Alpine County Sheriff's Deputy Skip 
Veatch. "So I went to brush my teeth and I didn't•have a 
toothbrush." 

· Veatch, who lost his home a.nd most of his posessions, 
slept Wednesday night in one of the few available bunks 
- in a county jail cell. 

"We chose to live here for obvious reasons, but we 
lmew the risks," said Veatch. "We always hoped it 
wouldn't happen, but it was always 'in the back of our 
minds." 

U.S. Forest Service spokesman James Nelson said the 
fire - which started around 11 :30 a.m. Wednesday in a 
narrow canyo.n just north of Highway 88 - was thought 
to have been caused by "human negligence ... a ciga­
rette or a campfire." No definite cause has been deter­
mined. 

Jerry Snow, another U.S. Forest Service spokesman, 
said three firefighters suffered minor injuries. One 
twisted his knee, a second received a cut above an eye 
and the third was overcome from heat exhaustion. 

By Thursday, one edge of the blaze had moved 
through Woodfords and was headed northeast toward 
the Nevada border. It moved through Paynesville but 
did little damage, Nelson said. Then it shifted and head­
ed north, avoiding Fredericlrnburg as it burned the steep 
ridges in the direction of Jobs Peak. 

Firefighters labored to lceep the fire from moving 
through and around some 3,400 burned-out acres left ·a 
year ago by a blaze near Fredericlcsburg. · 

They watched hot spots near islands of dry grass and 
fought to outflanl: the blaze's southern advance toward 
trailer parks near Marlcleeville; and they burned and 
cleared a 10-mile-long swath in hopes of stopping the 
southward progress. 

"It's setting up for us pretty good right now," said Nel­
son. "If we don't get the tough winds, there is an end in 
sight." 

Meanwhile, families left homeless by the blaze coped 
with their losses at an emergency shelter set up at the 
Douglas Junior High School in Gardnerville. Others 
sought shelter in the homes of friends. 

Some 158 residents of subdivisions such as Alpine Vil­
lage, Shin ville, Cherry Springs and. Mesa Vista registered 
with the Red Cross at the shelter. 

Snow of the Forest Service said the fire started in 
Acorn Canyon, a .narrow chasm north of Highway 88 
near the Crystal Springs Campground. The fire raced up 
a mountain to the north of the highway, then jumped to 
the south of the road before heading through Woodford~. 
a former Pony Express Remount Station. 

Then it jumped baclc and forth across the highway, 
burning some buildings but missing others. 

Alpine County Sheriff's Deputy Bob Tucker, on duty in 
the fire ravaged subdivision of. Mesa Vista, said he 
learned of the fire from a motorist about 11:30. He ra­
dioed his department, which notified volunteer· firefight-
ers. · 

He said the fire was so small at first that he couldn't 
see it. But volunteer fireman Dave Fontana did see it -
it was about 24 feet square - and drove the fire truclc he 
operated as close as possible. Since his department 
doesn't have equipment to fight canyon fires, he called 
.for Forest Service help from Markleeville. 

Tucker said it took the Forest Service 15 minutes to 
roll three engines; and that the head of the contingent 
told Fontana to go home. 

"He was walking up and down the highway saying, 'No 
problem,"' said Tuclcer. The deputy said the man in 
charge told him that the fire should be contained by a 
river next to Highway 88 and by rocl: outcroppings near 
the blaze. 

· Tucker recalled that the supervisor said, "There's no 
more need for your group to stand by." 

"We said 'l 0-4' and rolled our rigs out," said the depu­
ty. ''If they ljad asked the volunteers to stay there when 
the fire was started, we wouldn"t be here now." 

Snow, the Forest Service spolcesman, said he did not 
know if the Forest Service fire team leader actually 
called· off the volunteers. He said typically volunteers 
.may be sent home for their own safety. 
, But thff fire was fast-moving. It consumed 500, acres · 

within five hours after it ignited. But fa the next two 
hours, another 1,500 acres wer.e blaclcened; and 12 hours 
after it started, 5,500 acres were burned. 

At 6 p.m. Wednesday a computer analysis of the fire 
showed it would talce 600 firefighters to contain it, but 
only :)00 were at the scene with another 250 on the way. 
By Thursday, firefighters were arriving from agencies in 
the Sacramento area and other parts of California, as 
well as from Nevada, Oregon, Idaho and ,Utah. 

Fire officials put the cost of fighting the blaze through 
Thursday night at $560,000. There. were some 90 engines, 
three helicopters, four air tankers, eight bulldozers and 
dozens of "hot shot" teams equipped with shovels and ax-
es. · 

This story was compiled by Bee staff writer Tom 
Coakley. Staff writers Ken Pavton and Bill Walker and 
Associated Press contributed to the report.'· · - ----- · 

Bee graphic 
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re~ponse 
too slovv 
By JOIE LOW.ELL · 
Appeal Staff Writer 
and · 

BRIAN Mi;Kn1zm 
Appeal Correspondent 

WOODFORDS, Calif. -- pejected 
victims of the Acorn Cr'eek fire 
complain lira omcials moved slowly 
on it after the initial call and an 
'Alpine County sheriff's deputy said 
the blaze could have been extin­
guished well before It got . out of 
hand. 

-----·-Al~ln~- C"n11nty· ,.....,,...nha,. .r,1,.,-onna 

Burr, whose family has ranched for 
four generations in and around Dia­
mond Valley, said he ended up 
fighting the fire liimseif, after 
pleading with forestry officials to do 
so. 

Burr • said he had a residential 
crew ready to fight· the fire while 
the Forest Service wasted lime 
looking at it. 
· "When we finally got the Forest 

Service off our back, I took a hand • . 
picked 'crew, and we stoppe\i the· 
fire from going any further in Dia­
mond Valley," Burr said today. 

The fire ·so far has destroyed 24 
homes, damaged 50 others, six seri­
.ougly, and has charred 6,550 acres. 
More than 1,500 firefighters contin- THE ACORN BLAZIE m,ar Woodlords, Calif., has destroyed 27 
ue to battle the fire in the Wood-. homes and mar-a then 6,500 acres hav-a Ileen burned. Above, a 
fords area. They expect to contain 
the fire by 6 p.m, Saturday. Tucker blamed a U.S. Forest 

Burr said he suffered a $1 million . . , .. 
toss when the fire destroyed land Service supervisor. s dec1s1on to re­
that he was ready to put a subdlvi- • lease _a volunteer fire crew early for 
son on · . allowing what had been a 24 square-

um,.;_ ...... , .... , . foot blaze to escalate into a 6,550-
acre firestorm, the AP said. 

The AP reported that Tucker said 
he learned of the fire about noon 
Wednesclay from a passing motor­
ist. He radioed his department, 
which notified volunteer firefight­
ers. 

Since the blaze was In a steep 
canyon and the volunteer force 
doesn't have the equipment to fight 
canyon fires, Tucker said the Forest 
Service was called in for assistance. 

Tuclter said it took the Forest 
Service 15 minutes to roll three 
engines, and when the federal crew 
chief arrived he told the volunteers 

to go home. 
"He (the federal supervisor) was 

walking up and down the highway 
saying, 'No problem,"' Tucker said, 
adding that the supervisor told him 
that the fire should be contained by 
a river next to Highway 88 and by 
rock outcroppings near the blaze. 

According to Tucker, the supervi­
sor said, "There's no more need for 
your group to stand by." 

"We said 110-4' and rol1ed our rigs 
out," added Tucker. "If they had 
asked the volunteers to stay there 
when the fire was started, we 
wouldn't be here now.'' 

Forest Service spokesman Jerry 
Snow told the AP he doesn't know if 
the federal supervisor actually 
called off the volunte~rs. 

Contacted by the Nevada Appeal, 

fir fi t t 
'Acorn' 
fire 40% 
containec 
lily BRENDAN RILEY 
Associated Press Writer 

WOODFORDS, Calif.. - Dyln! 
winds have helpeq firefighters ·.11 
their battle against a blaze tlral 
consi1med 24 homes and blaclrnnec 
6,550 acres in this Sjerra Nevada 
community, and oflicfals predictec 
the. fifo · would be_. contained ·. bJ 
Sal.urday evening.·,. .. · 

Fire. boss John Russell said todai 
the blaze only grew: by 100 acrei 
overnight, largely• because of cooler 
temoerattires and decreasim! winds. 

Russell ·•aid 1,500 firefighter, 
were battling the man-caused blaze 
today, Including' several crews thal 
were airlifted into higher elevations 
on the fire's southern ·and western 
flanks. ,-, 

Firefighters managed Thursday 
to set up a fire -line around 40 
percent of the .blaze, and Russ.ell 
said 100 percent containment should 
come by 6 p.m. Saturday. 

As of 10 a.m. today all roads into 
.the area were open to .the public, 

The south and west fronts were 
still b~rning out of control today, 
but U.S. Forest Service spokeswom­
an Lesley Foster said the area is In 

Examiner photo !Jy Craig Lee the high rocky ridges above this 
. small town and there was no imme-

helicop1,sr dumps a load of lira retardant In one section of the di ate threat to homes. 
forest. 1 Vicious mountain gusts whipped 

Snow explained how the action de­
veloped on Wednesday's fire. 

Snow said the initial report on 
Wednesday's fire came in about 
noon, and the service immediately 
contacted the local command center 
and dispatched four tankers plus 
numerous hand crews into the 
Woodfords area. 

"We immediately saw this was 
going to be a hard one because of 
the terrain,'' Snow said. 

"We then decided to dispatch an 
overhead flight crew to survey the 
area to find out exactly what we 
were going to need to stop this 
fire." 

When asked if there as any delay 
Snow said1 

11No. Our main concern 
with fires, especially along the Sier­
ra region, is getting crews and 

the flames through Woodfords and 
D All the manpower and two subdivisions oµ Wednesday,. 

leaving nearly one-fourth of the 100 
equipment the nation's best families here homeless and damag­
flrefighting agencies had to of- ing another 50 homes, six of them 
fer was of little consolation to seriously, according to fire boss 
Jim Shinn as he viewed the JohnRussell. 

'j'he costs of fighting the fire as of 
smoldering blackened mass he today were estimated at $1 mlillon 
once called home. Page A-6 $560,000 by Jerry Snow, a spokes­
□ Woodfords disaster: Photo• manfortheU.S.ForestService, 
graphs of the fire scene one Forest Service investigators Nate 
d I t p A 6 Leising and Larry Dodds said,there 
_ 3Y_a_e_r_. _a_ge __ • _____ , are signs of people in the Immediate 

area of where the fire started, 
equipment immediately 
to the scene. 

dispatched although there is no obviousevid­

"When we first surveyed the area 
we saw that we would have to send 
in numerous hand crews. 11 

(S.4 REACT, Page A·!6) L 
' 

ence of arson or even all accidental 
fire cause such as a smoldering 
campfire. The investigators said It 
ls unlikely that a passing motorist 

(Sge FIRE, Page A-16) 7 
r 
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~t;/(C:Qrjtinuecl f~Qm Page One) 
it.::Con~iJions when/ the fir,e: ffrst 
i~rtedwere Iess.W~~ good, .h¢ $al<,t, .. 
~l;'.\Gl!sUr1g wind~.,, ~etween 2.5 · and 35 
~Ph. qtifokly spr,~j;t the fi~i:l : ftPm 
.:ilfi~ Woodfords. ,ar,ea north ·.toward. 
lW;~eqrjc~st,urg;' ' ' ' ' ' '' ' ' ' ' • ' 
~:}'Our; .pu~in· co99'3tbs were;fo~ th~, 
;~afety of the peopl~f,inthe:.area,''· 
~~~W ~~~d. C, >\ ... · • · ... ·. . . i . 
~.:,,,; .We needed ·to, get,them, .. out as 
1 ' r\'fold ·as ossibl¢' 1•· ' . • • • · · 11!11;! .. ,,,,,.,Y., p ,, , .. ,,,, ', • i • · . :· ,:, 
!lii'{'A. second concern was for. the 
;Jirefhihters then:iselv¢s, many wha 
:'.~ .. ·' ~~t,gr~~J, hefoism in '.fight!ng 
.:ll 1g~y'.~hf!ines reached. 00 f~~t ' 
. :filt ·• :$l(y( >:I . .(,:,; . . •· ' 
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A FLEEING DEER, frightened by flame and smol<e from the Woodlords fire, jumps to safety amid backdrop of Sierra Nevada. 

Thr ugh th z 
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