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s ommmeneay 27 Homes Hit

aflame south of Tahoe

By Steven A. Capps
OF THE EXAMINER STAFF .

o WO_ODEQRDS,&Alpme County — A “Very “costly, -
- very severe” wildfire continued to rage unchecked -

. through tinder-dry brush and timber here Thursday,
destroying at least 27 homes and damaging more than

- 50 other buildings. No deaths or serious injuries were

reported. One firefighter received minor leg injuries

from-falling debris, said U.S. Forest Service spokes-

.woman Sandi Sullivan. - .

State Route 88, the area’s ma]or road remamed
closed between U.S. 395 in Nevada and State Route 89
n California.. ’

. By mid-day, ‘the blaze, apparently set by human

‘hand ‘Wednesday: morning, had burned over more

than 6,000 acres.of tlmberland around - this Alpine
- County village. = .

- Besides Woodfords it had done some damage in the
‘Mesa Vlsta, Alpine Vlllage and Paynesville subdivi-
siops.” .-

As gusty winds began to pick up agam after calming

| - See FIRE, back page

- Asgociated Press -

Assocnaled Press .
sday near Callforma state lme north of Markleewlle

Ak

 Nevada Forestry Division firefighters battie wildfire Wedne
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“overnight, forestry officiaisvsaid :

ithey,could not predict when the
“fire could be bmught under con-
'trol
“Right now, we're just trying to
slow it down,” said one firefighter
‘on the line.
Sullivan said that wlule the fire
:was not spreading as “wildly” as it
“had Wednesday afternoon. and

mghn it was still far from bemg'

cither contained or controlled.

Unusually dry conditions caused
‘by last winter’s lack of snowfall was
iproviding ready fuel more typical
of the fall than mxd-summer, offi-
“cials said.

Conmbutmg to the difficulty of
stopping the wildfire was the typi-
.cal July heat and wind in the Sierra.
‘The-National Weather Service said
‘temperatures in the fire area would'
go as.high as 95 degrees Thursday
‘afternoon, with winds gustmg 1040
‘mph or more.

“The forecast is for some thun-™
derstorms this a_fternoop,” Sullivan-

said. “And the wind may come up
again. We'll just have to wait and
see what the weather does and
whether it helps.” -~

- The rapldly moving flre started
before noon Wednesday in the
Crystal Springs <.
thorities said th.
caused,” but the were not certain
whether it was ¢ cliberately set. -

“That’s all ws know pending a

:mpground.” Au-
Jlaze was “man--

complete mvestngatmn " Sulhvan
aid.
Alpine County Supeuor Court

v

“- Judge Hilary-Cook, who owns -a

home in the canyon, said he had
heard a report it was started -“by

some kids playing with matches”,

but couldn't confirm that. -~ ..

.Cook -and. more than 250 other

residents of the area were forced to
flee their homes in the early after-

noon Wednesday. As of Thursday .
morning, Cook said he understood -
his home, and two others nearby -

belonging to relanves, were stul
standing. = - :
High winds whxpped the. blaze

“into the Mesa Vista subdmsxon out-

side ‘Woodfords, which is south of
South Lake Tahoe." .
“When we left, there was asolid
wall of fire going 40 mph,”said Ellie
O'Toole,” who fled her home “with
her husband, carrying two-guitars
and a set of tools. Their home was
not damaged. “We justthought; we
would never see our home again.”

The fire moved so fast it endan-

gered. firefighters, some -900 of
whom came from agencies else-

where in California, Nevada, Idaho, '

Wyommg and Utah,- T
“Ronan Thorphill Nevada Divi-

sion -of Forestry:official, said fire-

fighters had moved into; Woodfords

but quicklyhad’to pull ;out’as -

flames advanced.*Before we knew
xt it was everywhere,” he said, -

Forestry - Division commandeér

Jim ‘Reinhardt. added that -condi-
tions were so dry that the advanc-

ing fire line was shooting streaks of -

flame a quarter mile ahead of itself.
e Five air tankers, three helicop-

Woodfords
. @®
Marklcev»lle

. Examiner graphics

ters, _fxve bulldozers and 80 fire en-
gines were bemg used i ﬁghtmg

heen saved but that an undeter-'

. ‘mined number of others had not
. ~been..

Thursday morning, flrefxghters
were digging a fire break along the

-southern edge of the blaze in an

attempt to prevent it from reaching
the Sierra Pines mobile home com-:.

munity two miles south of Wood-

fords.

Alpme County Sheriff * Larry -
Kuhl said the fire was so intense —
smoke from it could be seen as far
away as Renpo and Carson City, 60
miles away — that it was difficult to

‘make an accurate assessment of

damages
He said at least 27 homes in two
subdivisions had been destroyed

-and another 50 damaged. Sullivan °
said numerous outbuildings had

been destroyed.’ .
© “It’s a very costly, very severe
fn e,” Remhardt said. :

Evacuees, some of whom had on-
ly a few minutes to flee the flames,
were taken to an elementary school
in Woodfords but had to leave it as
well-as the flames advanced. Some
were taken to the county seat,
Markleeville, and others were tak-

jthe flames."

. ento Garduervﬂle, Nev., to the east.
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"By Chri$ Bowinan
. Bee Staff Writer i

'WOODFORDS — Armed wﬁn everytnmg from air-

p ane tankers and helicopters to shovels and water -

. ‘cans, 1,300.firefighters from five states Thursday -
‘fought to cqntrol a stubborn eastern Slerra blaze that"

zmvagmg Alpme County blaze

rnvals the blggest forest fire in California this year.

. Ripping through dry sage, mesquité and pine‘in

‘the Toiyabe
‘over 6,500 mour|
drlven 750 phi g;

+ Authorities repérted fate T
contamed 40 ercent of the fire, and firefighters had
completed 10, miles' of a flrebreak — thh another
124 dniles to 0.5

Jonn Russell, head of a. task force; of agencies
figkilag tae blaze, predicted that it might be Satur-
day before the ?ire is completely contained. The fear

4 : N 3

§

onal Forest, the fire has blackened

omes.

aéres destroyed 24 houses and ’
g

hursday tﬁat tney had '

of heavy winds lmgered although the 354 -mph blasts
that created a flrestorm Wednesday had slackened
sxgnmcantly Thursday. .

Fed by that wind, the blaze spread thh speed that
" anparently surprised some U.S. Forest Service fire-. "
fighters. An Alpine County sheriff’s deputy and a lo-
cal volunteer firefighter both said the leader.of the
" first Forest Service team on the scené.called Jocal
volunteers off the fire. But the blaze qmckly outstn
,ped available manpower, -

Some local residents expressed anger that the vo
" unteers initially were sent home.

In addition to the homes destroyed 6 houses and
dozens of outbuildings were damaged. The fire rav-
aged some of the Sierra’s most scenic land, s¢arring
jagged scapes that rise and fall majestically,

Power and telephone services were knocked out in -

See FIRE, back page; A28 The Woodforc‘ss town gn bears mute te tamony to the ﬁre S heat
. P SHCEAMNMEASTS - HEET O B LAY ‘PA’




dav night when thick smoke cut wslbrhty toa mmimum

ave increased the fire hazard in California wild lands.
ire had blackened over 40,000 acres of forest slate
ide this,fire season —- before the.massive Sierra bla;

. easnly rivals the 6,420 acres burned earlief th
‘the Modoc National Forest.

" - On Thursday, residents of the cabms and homes some
15 miles south of jce-blue Lake Tahoe sadly began re-
turnlng to the rubble and charred land that was once a

: ruggedly beautlful mountaln paradlse known for fishing.

By. Thu day one edge f.the blaze had
‘was® d ol

! through Woodford

"The blaze comies at a time when stateé and federal for-.
o estry officials have warned of bone-dry conditions tbat :

nd serenity.- . S

ever-present fear in these mountains. -
~*I got up' this morning and I didn’t have any place t
tak shower,” said Alpine County Sheriff’s Deputy Skip .
Ve L'Sol ‘went to brush my teeth and I didn t have &

: toothbrush." o
:Veatch, who lost his home and most of hlS posessnons.

* — in a county jail cell. o
-, "*We ‘¢hose.to live here for ObVIOUS reasons but- we
'Aknew the risks,” said Veatch. “We. always hoped it *

-minds.”

' fire ~- which started around 11:30 a.m..Wednesday ina

" ~arrow canyon just north of Highway. 88 — was thought

have been .caused by “human negligence ... a ciga-
atte or a campiire.” No definlte cause has been deter:,

- mined. .
. Jerry Snow, another U.S. Forest. Servxce spokesman,
:;said three firefighters suffered minor injuries. One
wisted his knee, a second received a cut above an eye
nd the third was overcome from heat exhaustion. °

ouldn't happen, but it was always in the back of our .

Us. Forest Servxce spokesman James Nelson said tte -

l

) trarler parks near Markleevllle, and they burnéd .and

’ sxght "

.tought to outflank the blaze's southern ‘advance toward

- “I{’s seffing up for'us pretty. good rlght now sald Nel-
 son. “If wes don t get the tough wmds there is an end ln

Meanwhile, famlhes left homeless by the blaze coped_

with their losses at an-emergency shelter sef up at the.
They pondered the l‘ulure and spoke of how flre ls an . Donglas -Junior High School in’ Gardnervrlle Others .

sought shelter in the homes of mends
" Same 158 residents of subdivisions such as Alplne Vll-
"lage, Shinville, Cherry Springs and Mesa Vlsta regl i
witl the Red Cross at the shelter.” - ~ -

Th'ey watched hot spol.e near lslands of dry grass and g

ed~

“called off :t

v
ay be sent home for, their own  safety.”

in’ five thours after!it" ignited. But in the next’ 'two
hours, another:1,500 acres were blackened; and lZ hours,
after it slarted, 5,500 acres were burned.

‘Fire oln(:lals put the cost of fighting the blaze through
- Thursday night at $560,000. There were some 90 engines,
. three helicopters, four air tankers, éight bulldozers and
dozens of “hot sllot" (eams e Llpped wnfn mxovels and ax-

Coakley Sta"f wrlters Ken Payton and Bill Walker and
~Associated | ress conrnbuted to the report :

- Saow of the Forest: Service’ sald ‘thie ﬂre started in <, - .

a former Pony Express Remount Station..
~:Then it jumped ‘back and forth across t ¢
ummg some buildings but missing others. .

hlghway,

*Alpine County Sheiiff's Deputy Bob Tucker on duty in, :
the fire savaged subdivrslon of Mesa Vista, said he.. .

‘learned of the fire’ from a .motorist about .11:30, He r:
‘dioed his department whlch nohﬂed volunleer flreflght~
er< :

it was about 24 feet square = and drove, the fire truck he
operated as ‘close’ as. possrble Since " his “department
doesn't have equipment to fight: ‘canyon; flres, he. called
for Forest Service help from Markleevilte.

“Tucker said 1t took the Forest Service 15.minutes
roll three epgines; ‘and. th head f the ¢
‘told Fontana to go home.” - & .

: "He was walking up and down the hlghway saying,’ ‘No
problem"’ $ald ‘Tucker. The depuly said the ‘man i

rlve. ne:d
. theblaze! :
»"Iucker_recall‘ed that the supervisor sai
more need for your group tostand by.”

‘*We said ‘10-4' and rolled our rigs out,” said the depu— :

ty. °If they had asked the volunteers $o stay there when
‘the nre was started we wouldn't be here now.” -

corn Caryon,'a narrow chasm’north of - Hig way 68 .
slept Wednesday night in.one of the few avallable ‘bunks." near the Crystal Sprmgs Campground The fire raced up’
" ‘& mountaiw to the north of the'highway, then jumped to_
" ‘the south of the road before heading through Wo drords, :

}!e sald the nre‘ as, S0 small at ﬂrst that he couldn t'
‘see it. But volunteer fireman Dave- Fontana did See it — . .

" Bée'graphic




Maw 7oK Times

'\ Brush Fire Burns 6,000 Acres on California-Nevada Border """ .
Firefighters in Nevada near Markleeville, Calif., get- - least 27 homes nearby in Woodfords, Calif.; and by
ting ready to do battle with a blaze shortly after it  yesterday afternoon some 1,500 people were fight-
started in the Sierra Nevada. The fire destroyed at  ingit. No serious injuries have been reported. .-
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* Tribune photo by Scott Locker

EMIGRANT TRAIL resldents vlew the remalns of one famllys two-story
blaze spared another home ]ust yards away.

housa destroyed in the Woodfords fire. ‘lronically, the

By JOHN DUNBAR
~TrIbune Staff Writer

Containment is slowly coming
within reach of 1,300 firefighters
who continue to battle a stub-
born timber and brush fire that

. has turned at least 6,550 acres

of rolling Sierra wilderness in
Alpine County to little more
than charred rubble.

In two days the blaze has
swept across steep terrain east
of the Tahoe Basin in the
Toiyabe National Forest from

See more photos on Page 12

Woodfords to Fredericksburg,
destroying 27 homes, forcing 250
people to fiee their homes and
dropping ash 30 miles north on
Carson City. :

Besides the 27 homes, a U.S.

Forest Service ' spokeswoman

said “innumerable’’ barns, sh-
eds and other outbuildings were
leveled by the fire.

The $4 million blaze was re-
ported 40 percent contained this
morning by the spokeswornan.

“] can tell you this — we
won’t contain it today or tomor-
row,” John Russell, head of a
task force in charge of the
blaze, said Thursday. “A lot de-
pends on the winds and how
good our crews are.”’

Winds are expected to kick up
again around noon today, which
may rekindle hot spots that con-
tinue to smolder mainly in the
Acorn Canyon near Crystal Spr-

(See FIRE, back page)”



Besndes because me hehtanker
takes. on’ .water: from- tivers and
lakes. near ﬁr%, its: tumaround
 is short; #12:Joads 0f.4,500., -galk

traditional - fixed- -wing,tank-
erw-nauling 12,000 .t0"- 3,000 -gallons,
“we figureif )ou turn:around-every
45 - minutesiyouive'got.a fast Sys-
tem.” hesaid.-

The new technolog' isall part of

“aneffort to get a.leg up on the
forces that burn - especially this
year in a {ire season that. thanks to
miuch lighter than normal seasonal
rainfall, is expe'cted to be a rough
one.’ . :

The Cahfomla Department of
Farestry (CDF) is running a simjlar
experiment from.its Bneber Lassen
County station. - . ¥

“This stuff (foam) has deep pene~ .

trating capabilities. It eliminates all
the vnscosxty of water,.and it just
sinks in." said:Bill Tele-of Sacra-
mento, CDF’s chief of fire control
opérations. Also, it costs less than
thé gumthzckened fireretardant
now in common use; 11 cents vs. 60
cents per gallon, he-said. ’

‘1t may_help, but:riot enough" to .

enable’ hrenghters 10 get the upper
hand -on"Mother.Nature, becaube
the ’Golden State 'S’ ecosystems were
largely shaped By ,wudﬁrer “They
are tolérant of-it, and: some — the
gxant Sequoia; for example —need
firé.to reproduce..- :
- Although' lhei' federal and ‘State
governments spend; about $90 mil-
lion'a year: on £ managemen.t and
suppression ini California, wildfire
disasters recur.They are pamcular-
ty.likely ‘in- seasons like .this. one,
where light-rainfall ‘have made the
torests and the chaparral commuul-
t T lhan -normal. BN
fire danger ‘is at mxd to late

vicefire management Specialist for
the Pacific-Southwest Reglonr .

What professnonals fear is anoth-
er.; .year. like |1985.. Bétween July.2
and 11, Southern. California was hit
by 40 fires, 14 of .them.major. The
entire state fxrefxghtmg system was
thrown’ into an-emergency. mode:
331,000 .acres. burned, 170. homes
were:.damaged .or destroyed 10,000
peOple4 foughtion the.firelines-and
air tankers- dropped 666,000 gallons
of fire retardant:

. The briite factis lhat Cahforma s
nauve \egefatlon :
burn. But.given the concentration

of most of the state’s 23 million peo- |

ple in fn'eprone areas public safe:
ty consuieratlons- won t permlt na~
ture to-take its.course:". -
onsequemly,\ the -Forest., Ser-
vioe,; CDF, Losi:Angeles and. other

county fire departments have since

the early 1970s-developed a whole
range. of early detection. resource
management and. inter- agency éo-
-ordination. techmques to mp wud-
fires-early.. st

Air :tanker ‘pilots. have mfared
photographs of-the -hot spots-in a
yre. they take off.
Lightning strikes- anywhere ‘in-the
state are recordedl almost instanta-
neously. Some fire, camps . have
their own . meteoro]oglsts. “Fires-
cope,” a multi-agency. project. based
fn Riverside-and mdnaged.by the
state Office of Emergency Services
(o ‘ttches the state's major fire-
fi iagendies ‘together in a com-
putei 1zed information sharing and
resource, . -management . network.
Aerial careras.can spot.a.baseball-
sized fire rrom 10000!eeL b

daniger. throughout the state is rat:
ed ‘daily, A. fire boss or “mcndent

‘t' foam an:hour,” -Bacon said..

the strength of he attack on the
fire’ hourly Wheni’ multlplevma]or
fires “afflict “the state, the . Multi-
Agéndy - Coordindtion - ‘System; -
which. has’ the blg pxcture* calls the-

-shots. - - -t

- Even so, the reahty ox‘ [xrenght—
ing in California is that the ﬁrefxgh
ters just about stay even.

The: explananon is paradoxical.

“One reason we're not doing better
is we're so"darhn good at what we
do,” Harrell said; “Weather - here
goes from:too. cold to 100 dry and
doesn’t give decay bacteria time to
work, so there is a net accumulation
of’ woody bnomass wbxch fuels
wildfires, he'said.

Current staustxcs xllustrate the
efficiency Harrell asserts: the.5,286
wﬂdﬁres reported to CDF through

it may help, but not
enough io enable

fil ref ghters to get -
the upper. hand on
Mother Nature, -
because the Golden .
State’s écosystems
‘were. largely shaped
by mldfire. :

July 16 hate burned only 23232
acres; the 1,874 wildfires on Forest
Ser\ ice land burnéd 8,596 acres.
-Quick fire ‘suppression allows fu-
el fo accumulate: And when a fuel-
loaded forest like the:Ventana Wil-
derness’Area.in Monterey County
{some parts of which hadn’t burned
in balf a century) ignites, the result-
ing fire is unstoppable. The Marble-

Cone Fire in 1977 burned more than :

170,000 aetés.

-California’s- firefighting tradi-
tion is one.of rigid suppression. But
ithe phxlosophy of fire management,
which emphasizes. .prescribed or
planned burning as a, tool to im-
prove a fueldoaded area’s environ-
mental health, is gaining a firm
foothold. Some 215,000 acres will be
burned intentionally this.year, _

Firefighting  agencies have de-
~veloped a substantial aerial capabil-
ity since World.War II. CDF, which

Is responsible: for the direct protec- -

txon of 30 million acres, plus anoth-

er.10 million under: ‘contract, has an

air force of 50 aircraft and hopes to
roll out jts’ first turboprop tanker
soon. It can also deploy 864 ftre

- engines and 58 bulldozers. The For-

est'Service and the. Los "Angeles
County Fire Department are com-
parably equipped. - .

Despite the high tech advances
in firefighting technique and
equipment, “the basic f{irefighting
tool is still going to be the shovel,
the McLeod, the Pulaski, the fire
truck "and the- hose,” said Bacon.
(The MclLeod is a combination hoe
and rake; the Pulaski a single-bitted
axe with an adze-shaped grub hoe
extending from the back.)

The only new pieces of equip-
ment added in recent years are
chainsaws and the Swedish brush
hook, used by crew leaders for light
chopping.

. While CDF's {irefighting budget
has risen gradually to the $300 mil-
lion ievel, the Forest Service, which
is responsible for 20 million acres in
California, has been tightening its
belt. The federal government bud-
geted $276 million for fire protec-
tion and suppression in 1980; last
year it budgeted just $265 million.

That fiscal retrenchment has
been felt at the forest level in man-
power and equipment cuts, closure
of lookouts and the abandonment
of trails.

“We can’t get people to a fire
faster now than we did when I
came here in 1977,” said Gary Man-
gus of King City, fire management
officer for the Monterey Ranger
District of Los Padres National For-
est.

“We used to have five engines, a
15-passenger copter, a helitack
crew, three 10-man crews, 14 pre-
vention positions and. three look-
outs,” Mangus said. “This year we
have three engines, four patrols —
one person pickup-pumpers — and
one lookout. We basically have lost
'em over the years to budget reduc-
tions.” In 1977, Mangus' district had
a budget of about $850,000 for {ire-
fighting. This year it is $450,000.

California firefighting has be-
come even more difficult in the
past decade because of urban en-
croachment on the wilderness, the
socalled “urban interface.” That
encroachment means, among other
things, that firefighters can’t sim-
ply “kick up a scratch line” around
a fire and wait for it to go out; they
have to go after it aggressively.

A classic example of an urban
interface fire occurred last month
in Pebble Beach, causing $18 mil-
lion in damage and the loss of 37
homes. The Forest Service is now

looking at that fire ex post facto,
putting it on a computer, as it were,
1o see if it can serve as a predictive
guide in the future.

Bill Ruskin of Felton, the vegeta-

: phetos

tion management specialist for San
Mateo and Santa Cruz counties,
who. is doing the study, acknowl-
edged, however, that “we can’t de-
scribe nature with numbers.”



mtmued mopping ip hot spots and dig-
-¢ing fire lines
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into.‘'a firestorm. “She’s about win
down,”” Toiyabe National Forest spokes-

man Jerry Snow said Friday night. “Now -
we're down to man, pick and shovel, and )

fire.,” - -

.John Russeli, leadei‘ of the interagency

task force fighting the fire, said hundreds
of miles of power lines had fallen and
crews continued efforts to restore elec-
tricity. Telephone service remained
spotty, although a bank of pay phones was
set up in Woedfords for use by residents.

Fire officials predicted the fire would
be contained by 6 p.m. today and under
control by 6 p.m. Sunday,

A firé is contained when a fire line has .

been built around it and it is no longer
spreading. A controlled fire is virtually
extinguished. - '

. The fire had already burned -through
fhe residential area of Woodfords and by
Friday night most of the blaze was in the
mountains, Snow said, He
estimated the elevations of the areas
burning Friday at about 6,500 feet, while
the entire blaze had burned at elevations
ranging from 5,000 to 8,000 feet.

" The fire started in Acorn Canyon, a nar-
row chasm north of Highway 88 near the
Crystal Springs Campground. The blaze
raced up & mountain to the north of the
highway, then jumped to the south of the
road before heading through Woodfords,

Highway 88 at the Nevada state line,
and the Highway 89 and U.S. 395 junc-
‘tion were reopened Friday after having
been closed since Wednesday.

Officials investigating the cause of the
blaze had not determined whether the fire
was intentional or accidental. Earlier,
they had all but ruled out natural causes,

laundry at a camp at Diamond Valley School in Woodfords, Calif., Friday.

but were beginning to consider the possi-
bility after an investigation Friday.

“The thrust right now is they're look-
ing into whether (the fire) was human-
caused,” Snow said, o .

Nate Leising and Larry Dodds of the
U.S. Forest Service said their search of
the area where the fire began had pro-
duced no obvious signs of arson or acei-
dental cause and their interviews had not
gm}ed up anybody who saw the fire

egin,

Leising said there was a remote possi-

bility lightning strikes during storms two
weeks earlier could have started a small
fire that smoldered until Wednesday’s
winds fanned it into an inferno that tore
through Woodfords and two subdivisions.
At least 100 families live in the area.

In addition to the 24 destroyed homés,'

six houses were severely damaged, But -

Snow said all of the homeless families
ha\‘t‘i 'lgllaces to go Friday.

BREAK IN THE ACTION: Firefighters use portable sinks to shave, wash and do

s

e neighbors and so forth over-’

whelmingly jumped in to help them,”
Snow said, “I don’t believe anybody was
in need of the Red Cross shelter, People
were gpening up their homes to them, One

_women provided a home she has that was
vacant,” e ' .
As the danger subsided, - townspeople

picked through the ashes of their homes

and barns and garages. All pondered the .

fickle nature of - the blaze that hop-
scotched across roads and property lines,
sparing some buildings, ravaging others,

Along Route 89, Eileen Merrill watered
a lawn that! — complete with hedges,

- -goal.”

' petunias, marigolds, begonias and a rock °

garden — stood out like an oasis, A mere

. 20 yards away, Merrill’s trim green lawn

gave way to bulidozed piles of manzanita

“that lay before a backdrop of charcoal-

black earth and the burned skeletons of

."trees, ' '

In Alpine Village, where the fire des-

‘troyed about 20 homes, Mike McCormick
- faced a worse fate as he poked through
+-the rubble of his parents’ house, K
-All that remained -of the two-story

wooden home and -garage were three

- incomplete stone and cement walls, a

stone staircase, and several Franklin

stoves, .His parents’ car, its tires gone

and paint stripped by the heat, rested on
the ground with its window glass melted

* into smooth, curved Dali-like shapes.

McCormick had made a pile of all he

. rescued from the rubble: Two metal beer

steins, a tire iron, a cast-iron frying pan
and casserole dish,

The Alpine County Chamber of Com-
merce has established a relief fund for
the - victims, chamber president John
Brissenden said, i

Donations can be sent to the Woodfords
Fire Disaster Fund, care of the Alpine

- Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box .265,

Markleeville, Calif,, 96120.
Brissenden .said the community’s

efforts are being directed toward sur--
‘vival: finding housing and clothing for

those who lost everything.
“This community is coming together
beautifully to work toward a common

- Alpine County officials are meeting

- with representatives of the state Office

of ‘Emergenc,
mine if Wool
disaster area, Brissenden said there is
little the state can offer the community
other than forwarding the disaster area
request to federal officials, -

Services today to deter-

e

ords should be declared a .

everything.”

"

Alpine County Supervisor John Berinett, -
whose home was burned to the ground,
said that supervisors will meet Tuesday
night to pass a resolution urging Gov.
George Deukmejian to make financial aid
available by declaring the fire a stdte
emergency. . = . . h

As the fire eased in fury, the debate
over whether Forest Service fire crews
initially misjudged the blaze's potential
continued to flare, . - .

Deputy Sheriff Bob Tucker said Thurs-
day that the person in charge of the first

Forest. Service crew to arrive at what -

then was a small blaze told Woodfords
volunteer firefighters they were no longer
needed, ‘

On Friday an angry Alpine County con-
stable, Ed Schalbert, who had lost his
home to the fire, observed: ‘It was a fire
that when it started could have been put
out in two or three hours. ' .

“We don’t understand "'why people
(Woodfords volunteer fire department)
were released and told ‘Go.home, we
don’t need you." " | . .

Forest Service spokesman Jerry Snow
said the service’s firefighters acted pro-
perly. Crews with equipment were ini-

- tially sent back from the fire for. their

safety, he said, . .

Schalbert said he had contacted the
office of Rep. Norman Shumway, R-
Stockton, about the episode ‘and a Shum- |
way aide in Stockton said the staff would
check it out, - - ’

“Will we look into it? Sure,” said dis-
trict reiresentative Jack Sieglock, “‘But
I don’t know if you would want to call it
an investigation. .

“I think the most important thing at
this point is to get the fire out and then
look at the whole situation: Whose homes
were burned, what caused the fire ...

P
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BY MICHAEL MALONEY/THE CHRONICLE
Denny Doyal (fereground) helped his father sift through the ashes
of the family home near Woodfords
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By Bill Gordor -
-~ Chronicle € errespondevat

Mindon, Nev.

Fivefighters - workimg in

dangerously rugged’ terrain
won Ghe advantage yesterday
over a fire that has destroyed
maore than 6500 acres of brush
aud fimber and 24 homes in the
&gem Wevada, ‘

i “U 5. Forest Service officials
pr edicted that the fire would be ful-
ly contained by tonight and controi-
ZUJ by lsu,e tom@rrm

-About 450 fnreﬁghters used
shovels and chain saws to clear a
fire line 1o contain the blaze at the
7 ,U&O-foot level of a mountainside in

the Toivabe National Forest, just

west. of the Nevada state line and.

sauth of Lake Tahoe,

C Vs plaing, bard grunt work,”
Forest Bervice spokesman Jerry
Snow said yesterday., “We cant
move eguipment into the area,
T}wytv v"‘llkmp irn with- hand
tools” ; :

Five Injuries

Five ﬂreﬁght@a‘s guffered mi-
uoy injuries, mostly because of falls
or falling debris,

The fire was considered to be
w:JE} percent contained yvesterday and
the 22-mile- long fire line was expec-
ka@ io be complete by today.

The five burned completely out
of counirol from the thme it started
Wednesday until yesterday, Snow
said. Firefighters started to make
progress against the blaze thanks to
lighter than expected winds and
higher than mwm&i humidity, he
gand

Soime in the area have charged
that poor Forest Service manage-
ment allowed a 24squarefoot fire

nigar Woodfords in California’s Al -
pine County to grow into a fire-

storin, They blame a Forest Service

supervisor’s decision to send Alpine:

County volunteer firefighters else-
where early in the firefighting ef-
fort.

| The five destroyed 24 homes in
Wﬁ@dim ds.

%Ewwﬁ%@m
btk
Y Snow said that volunteers were
spnt to protect nearby homes in-

stead of trying to contain the blaze
alongside a specially trained Forest
Service crew was because of the
steep hillside on wh ich the fu:‘e had
started. =~ -

“When they (the Forest Service
crew) arrived at th: scene it was a
very steep, rugged terrain in which
we could not get or use the water
tanker truck,” said Snow. “It was a
hand crew type-o! situation in a
very unsafe area.” . .

1 A total of 1,300 firefighters re-
mained at the scene yesterday after
officials sent 200 back to their home
bases. The estimated cost of fight-
ing the fire, which has been blamed
on the negligence of a camper or
hiker, reached alinost $1 mﬂlwn
yeaterday .

Pxehminary eatmxates of the
loss to houses and other property
were placed at $4 million. ’

- 'The National I'ire Information
Center in Boise dispatched .crews
from the U.S. Forest Service and
state forestry departments from -
states -- California, Nevada, ¢
gon, Idaho, Utah and Arizona - *o
fight the blaze.

10-Howe Shifts

The firefighters have been
working 10-hour shifts and resting
at a command center at Douglas
County High School in Minden.
Scores of cots filled the school's
gymnasium, and cooks filled the
kitchen.

Two. additional “spike camp:”
near the fire line were established
yesterday to give the front-line fire
tighters a nearby place in which (o

.sleep, eat and wash,

Dan Smithers returned to a

: spike camp in Woodfords yesterdsy

morning after 10 hours on the
mountainside. L

“It's steep and danger@us apd -
hard to work up. there,” said Smith- .
ers, appearing’almost oo tired o
talk or walk to the portable show-
ers. A member of the Texas Canyon -

Hot Shots firefighting crew from

the Angeles National ‘:I}_‘Q;re:is‘t”ne\ar :

\93.2
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Los Angeles, Smithers declined fo
say how close the fire was o being
contained.

“P'm just another tool,” he said.-
In 12 hours he would be hack at
work.

‘Other firefighters worked in

“residential subdivisions and other

areas charred by the fast-moving
flames. They moved slowly across

‘the eerie landscape smothering any
smoldering hot: spots -to prevent
“their being fanned into flaygiy
‘the wind. i 4 "

AR
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SF C\-\r;n vele

s Is BifYorent’

Steve Parr, a fivefighter from
the Sierra National Forest wnear
Fresno, carried a shovel through
the Alpine Village subdivision near
Woodfords. Many of the houses in
the the area were reduced to con-
crete foundations and a few char-
red skeletons of bicycles, children’s
swing sets or bedsprings.

“When a fire's really ripping,
it’s exciling to get out there in the
middle of it to fight it said-Parr. .
“This is different. I don't like to see
this.” L \

Denny Doyal worked nearby in
the ashes of his parents’ home, sift-
ing through one shovelful of ashes
at a time and oceasionally plucking
out a blackened sitver dollar.

" No other mementoes survived.
the blaze from which his parents
escaped with only the clothes they
were wearing.

*You bet we'll rebuild,” Doyal

-said. *“This is survival country. You

do what you have to do.”

The Alpine County Chamber of
Commerce has established a fund
for the families burned out of their
homes by the devastating five in
one of the state’s least-populated
counties. Tax-deductable coniribu-

- tions can be sent to the Woodfords

Fire Disaster Relief Fund, ¢/o Al
pine County Chamber of Com- |
meree, P.O. Bo 5, Markleeville,
Calif. 96120.




But residents say
firefighters could
have done better

By Don Vetter/Gazette-Journal -

WOODFORDS, Calif. — While fire-
fighters encircled a-blaze Saturday that
devastated this mountain hamlet, resi-
dents questioned firefighting tactics that
they claim heightened $3.5 million in
damages.

Toiyabe National Forest officials sa1d
the 6,600-acre blaze was contained at 6
p.m. Saturday and is expected to be under
control by 6 p.m. today. :

The fire, which broke out Wednesday,‘
destroyed 26 homes and severely
damaged six others, said National Forest.
Service spokesman Mark Hummel. The
Alpine County Sheriff’s Office reported an
additional 100 homes, garages, barns and.

other buildings suffered at least minor

damage.
The fire left nearly a quarter of the,

famlhes in the small community home-

less. |
It cost the six agencies that fought the

fire $1.2 million for their efforts, Hummel-

said. The firefighter. contlngent which.
once numbered 1,500, was dropped to'

1,000 Saturday as mop-up crews can-

vassed the burn area.

Meanwhile, former Alpine County Com-

missioner . Jack Doyal . called the fire-
fighters’ efforts ‘‘extremely disorgan-

ized,” and at one point the crews 1gnored-

his pleas to douse a hot spot near his son’s
home.

“If we fought the war like we fought thel
fire, the Germans would be sitting m,

Washmgton " Doyal said.

¢ without

" While flames roared through the Alpine’
Village subdivision, Doyal claims. Interior:

~ Department fire crews did .nothing, tell-
ing him they weren't tramed to flght‘

structure fires.

© “There was some fresh-cut pine that we.
had just cut for firewood that was scorch-
ing my son’s house,” Doyal said. “Well, I
got on. one of those big trucks and saved
my son’s home and I! 'had to deck one of
the firemen to do it, /.. I gave him my
best Sunday punch.” i

Doyal, 66, said nine homes in the Alpme
Village. subd1v1s1on were destroyed,
including his $100 000 three-bedroom
home.

He is asking for a co ngressxonal investi-
gation into the Woodfords blaze.

“My reason for belng vocal is I'm hop-
ing the federal government can organize
itself,” he said. “Whel disaster hits, you
expect so much more, Chey came out with
good intentions, but they lost it.”

Capt. Don Haldeman of the California
Department of Forest'y, said there is no
policy that restricts wildland crews from

fighting a structure fire. The Alpine

Village incident is bem g investigated with
all of those involved bemg interviewed, he

..said.

(

“What may have hqppened could have

- something to do with itactics, though it’s

inappropriate to comjnent-at this point
interviewing. all of those
involved,” Haldeman ¢aid.

But Doyal said the tactics could have
* caused more harm than good. The one-
© way dirt road into the Alpine Village sub-

division was often blocked by fire trucks,

- he said.

“There are a hell of a lot of people out
here who if ever got organized, they may
have been able to turn thls around,”
Doyal said.

Ed Schalbert, who 2lso lost his Alpmej

Woodfords

From page 1D

Village home, said there is talk of
a town meetmg early this week to

assess what the community can

.do about their charges of a *‘disor-

- ganized” firefighting effort.

* “The consensus out here is that
the fire never should have gotten
out of hand,” Schalbert said. ,

Some Woodfords v1ct1ms are

considering a class-actionisuit...

against the Forest Servxce, he
~said.
 Many residents were angered
. that the person in charge of the
. Forest Service crew told Wood-
} fords volunteer firefighters they
j were no longer needed.

The fire started in Acorn Can— '

yon, a narrow chasm north of
Highway 88 near Crystal Springs
Campground. The blaze raced up
the mountain to the north of the
highway and then jumped to the

- south of the road before headmg

through Woodfords.
Witnesses said winds fanned the
inferno which sometimes stormed

- through heavy, dry fuel at 40

mph,
Investigators continited their
efforts Saturday to pinpoint the
cause of the fire, although they
said arson is unlikely.

Nate Leising and Larry Dodds
of the U.S. Forest Service said
their search of the area where the
fire began had!produced no obvi-
ous signs of arson or accidental
cause, Interv1ews have not turned
up anybody who saw the fire
begin. -

i
i
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By Chris Bowman Dol
- and Ilana DeBare - AR
Bee Staff Writers ‘ ‘ v

Si Lo ) C

WOODFORDS — The fire that blowtorched thls tmy
Sierra resort town last week, turning 27 homes to ashes
_ and charring 6,600 acres of forested canyon land, is ex-

pected to be fully controlled by thls evenmg, federal fire

officials said. - :

On Saturday, frrefxghters ﬂmshed carvmg “break

lines” around the massive black patches in the rugged -

Carson Range 15 miles south of Lake Tahoe. The lines — -

dirt trails cleared of vegetation — and the absence of
strong winds helped to arrest the fire, the fourth to scar
- this region in as many years. ;

As of 6 p.m. Saturday, offlclals declared the .blaze
,“contamed ”

, | '
86 The Sacramento Bee « Sunday, August 2, 1987
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pitinued from page Bl
way 88.
) e blaze, which involved up to 1,300 firefighters from
¥ive Western states, had fewer than 500 hard-hatted crew
bers on the fire lines Saturday. Another 700 stood
&ht a command post in nearby Minden, Nev., in case
%%rnoon winds rekindled the fire. But the fire re-
ained confined to smoldering stumps.

%lpine County officials roughly estimated the damage

private homes at $3.5 million, a big chunk of real es-
¢ for a county with fewer than 1,500 residents.
*jl‘he fire destroyed 3 percent of our tax base,” said

iph Frisius, assistant to the county Board of Supervi- -

I8,
“‘Xj;‘ounty assessors said Saturday their survey of de-
) @royed homes increased from 24 to 27, including a trall-
WOF

,,}wﬁuperwsors are con51der1ng waiving bulldmg fees for

h;‘ sidents who plan to rebuild, Frisius said. :
ost are planning to rebuild, said Doranna Tognotti, a
ﬂoodfords resident who was working as a volunteer in
rte American Red Cross relief station there.
st Most people had insurance,” Tognotti said. “Everyone
:ﬁ’é spoken to has said they’re going to rebuild.”
Z=Ethel Sandell, another local Red Cross volunteer,

sagreed.
,_;%ut she said, “To think about rebuilding on the ashes
it takes a lot of guts.” -

z%mOfflcxals with Toiyabe National Forest were assessmg
age and rehabilitation strategy for the charred hill-"
ﬁges and canyons on the eastern face of the Sierra Neva—‘ g

idgn .

. m team of five environmental experts began work Frz—

Y studying how water, soil, vegetation, animal life and

itural resources — including a local cemetery — were
ﬁfected by the fire.

“WBy Saturday afternoon, they had begun compiling sug- .

vent erosion and mud slides this fall.
’,gg“‘nght now, we're talking structures to help prevent
‘SO]] movement, to try to hold it and hope we can get seed
nbn.lt ” said Greg Clark, supervisor of the Carson Ranger
strict of the Toiyabe National Forest.
F‘B‘MEven with emergency measures such as check dams

T&nd reseeding, homeowners in the valley could face mud
xmw P
P

gtxons for the most immediate measures needed to
)

RN “That means we re reasonably confldent the’ flre WOn t )
. escape those lines,” said John Russell, a federal Bur?au;

" of Land Mangement official from Denver in chargéx'of
the fire fight. ‘ S
- Today, crews will converge on smoldering spots Wlthln .

the charred areas, Russell said, which should brmggthe

flre fully under control by this evening. o
- Fire investigators Saturday combed a one—acre'

of a steep canyon slope they had flagged as the area -

where the fire mostly likely started.

Aprana

RO

The investigators said they found evidence that people ’
- recently had been in the area, but found no sign of ’any

-. incendiary device. ’I‘hey said they believe the fire. was -
. started accxdentally in thls area on the north- sxde of -

See FIRE page B6

ETome personally, that's the

real significance: another
chunk of deer winter range
gone.?. .

- —— Rick Jameson, head of the land
‘rehabilitation team

slides this fall, members of the rehabllltatlon team said.
“People who live at the mouth of the canyon are going

to be looking up at unstable slopes,” said Rick Jameson,

head of the team. “While the risk (of mud slides) is al-
ways there, you increase the risk’ sxgmflcamly when you
take off the vegetation.” :

The fire damage to plant and ammal 11fe in the area
may take decades to repair, Jameson said. -

Of the grasses, brittlebush, manzanita, and sagebrush
that grew on the lower hillsides, the first to grow back
probably will be the easily ignited cheatgrass, Jameson
said. The Rocky Mountain mule deer that browse the
lower slopes in the winter do not eat cheatgrass and can

-no longer depend on the 4-to 6 foot hlgh brlttlebush for
- Cover.

“They’ll just come down here and if there’s no suitable

- winter range, the ‘herd will just become smaller and

smaller,” Jameson said. “There’s not a great deal of that
winter range left along the frontier because it's being
built on more and more :

gone.”

The Jeffrey and Ponderosa pine that covered the
steep hillsides may not grow back for years — and is un-

.llkely to be replaced by the Forest Service, Jameson |
'sald

' “Typically, tree planting is done in sites that are con-
sidered economic timber sites,” he said. And there has
never been much of a timber industry on the steep, dry
mountainsides around Woodfords.

“Nobody wants to pay for replantmg a hillside for aes-
thetic purposes ” he said. )

. To me personally, that’s the
'real SIgmflcance another chunk of deer winter range
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+ - WOODFORDS, -Calif.: - (UPI).
* — -Hundreds ‘of - weary - fi-
.. refighters finally .controlled - a*
" 10-square-mile range fire ‘that
- started Wednesday .and quickly
. roared out of control to destroy |
- 26 homes south of Lake Tahoe. ;¢
. - The U.S.”Forest Service an-
nounced Saturday night that the -
- 1,500 - men and women on the"
. line had thrown -a 23-mile ring |
' around the blaze: About 800 fi-"
. refighters spent Sunday dousing .
- hot spots and the Forest Service
declared the fire controlled
“about5:30pm. -
. The fire, believed 'to have |
‘been caused by a careless |
--smoker or camper, was initially J
fanned by 30-mph winds that,
~produced a wall of flame that
" roared ‘along the ground and '
- jumped from tfreetop to treetop.™
. It forced hundreds of residents
- and ‘campers to “flee, -dropped |
-ashes on Carson City, Nev.,:30.|
* miles away and sent _.smoké’"ov-,%
_er Reno,-Nev., 60 miles to the
north. ‘“_‘ ) F , ‘
. . But on Friday the winds slow---
ed and firefighters ‘gained -the \
~.upper.hand, on the fast-moving -
blaze. . - .l’,",l LU ’ - :./%
“The cost of fighting the blaze -/
:- was put-at more than $1.2 mil- |
- lion and*total -’damage™ was
estimated at more than $4 mil-
‘lion, according to Forest Ser-

L

JUtE

LY

(Continued from Page 1) .-
“vice fire information’ officer
Don'Haldeman.. IR

The:fire charred 6,550 acres
‘at altitudes of 8,000-9,000 feet in
. Alpine County, destroying some
. timber /but -mostly_ bitterbrush,
..a plant favored by deer. Firef-
ighting crews also attempted to
_protect the devastated w_atgrsh~

ed from Tapid runoff by winter
‘snowmelt by .digging small
trenchesinthetrails.. = .-

The 26 homes destroyed were -
located near Woodfords at the |
intersection of Highways 88 and !
89, both of which were c_losed}
for two days. Haldeman said 103 |
homes were saved. Dozens of |
barns, ~sheds - and - other’ out-.
buildings were also destroyed. . -

«.
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Just About
i;:_-Under Control

‘?I;‘ ByJHDoyle

nearly,succeeded Yesterday. in -
- -controlling a timber and brush
~fire ‘that" destroyed two dozen -

- vada commumty south .of Lake
- Tahoe .

The 6 600-acre Alplne County
blaze was expected to be controlled,
‘or substantially. -put out, by 6 p.m.
yesterday, a spokesman for the US,
. Forest Service said. ‘About 70 per-
-“cent of the blaze had been contam—

ed ‘by Saturday afternoon

- j . -Almost 300 resxdents of Wood-
-.fords who had been evacuated from .

~theirhomes when the fire threaten-

-.ed their commumty were allowed
- 10 return yesterday.'But 24 homes
- were ‘consumed by fire, -and six oth-
€IS ‘were. senously damaged. The .
flrestorm also leveled numerous
barns and sheds -

: /)70;00/917 Aqe 3,19 8 7 i“ F,'C'%heoulcce‘

P>

o At least five flreflghters suffer-
R ed ‘minor injuries during the four-
Lo day fire, officials said. The firefight-

*ing costs have exceeded $1 million,
o -and the losses from the fire totaled
S nearly $5 mllhon R A

The fire started last Wednes-
day 1n a wooded area of the Sierra
Nevada; 25 miles south of Lake Ta--
*hoe, and was fanned by winids'of up -
035 miles per:hour,: Flret‘xghters
-t00k ;advantage of a Iull‘in ‘the |
_breé€ze’this weekend to help put out 4

ﬁthe fitels . . f

Nt i
“a ’-Investlgators beheve the blaze

was.gfcbably caused by a careless ]

smogepor camper ey

. |

o

.

I

1

v

. .Meanwhlle resxdents cr1t1c1zed

»_ lthe ﬁreflghtmg effort. Jack Doyal, a
formetAlpme County. Commlssxon- b
-er .whase - $100,000 -house ‘was de-3
.-stroyed Dy the fire, has called for.a
congresslonal;mvestzgatmn into the
- .fire, thé ‘Asso ated Press reported
ryesterday‘ ; ~

Wi

Doyal contends that ‘the’ ﬁre-
flghters were .. disorganized - and
-¢ould have done a better job. Other

k .residents are planning a town meet-

7 ing to discuss the situation and a
‘possible class-action suit agamst the
US Forest Service, . - )

Callforma D1v1sxon of Forestry
-Captain Don Haldeman ‘said the |
complamts are under rnvestlgatlon

el An -army of 1,500 frrefrghters :

'mountain homes in a Sierra Ne- -

|
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StateNews

Cause of blaze

remalns unknown

»WOOD ORDS - (AP) - Frreﬁght—
ers controlled a blaze late Sunday as _
mvestlgators ‘continued searching -
for the cause :of .the fire ‘that de-
sttoyed 24 homes and caused close

- t02$5 ‘million damage to thxs .Slerra

I

Nevada community. -

o 'EAuthorltles believe the flre whrch
"bfoke out Wednesday and blackened .
6,600 ‘acres before being contained’

_ oq Saturday; is believed to be acci-
dental .said Nate Leising of the U.S,
Forest Service. It was declared con-
trplled about 5:30 p.m. Sunday. -’

‘ «The ‘arson investigation is bemg

hdmpered by the extremely. rocky '

te’rram he sald

4 { Federal and state fire damage as-
sessment teams combed trrough the

area and Alpine County Sheriff

Larry Kuhl reported they estimated :
tﬁe value of -the damaged ‘and de- "

Eroyed homes at’ $5 million. |

! That figure does not ‘include the

value of the contents of the homes
. hkadded.’ -

_ t“And there are thmgs that can’t be .

) cgunted » Kuhl said.: “People come - .

~here-for the asthetic values, for ﬁsh-
ilg and all that” - - -
" The f1re broke out " ina steep can-
yon west of the Nevada border and
left a fourth .of . the approximately.

- 10, famlhes llvmg in tlus tmy hamlet |

homeless

Some local resxdents eomplamed
tﬁat the Forest Service response to~
-the, fire was too slow and volunteers -

. Who showed up at the scene immedi-
ately after the fire began should not
have been dismissed. S

u But Kuhl dlsagreed

L« don’t see. anythmg that they :

-cpuld.-have .done differently, even

leokmg back and second-guessmg,” o

" h said.

V. 2 Winds gustmg up to 40 mph com-

- bined with the steep countryside -

. Helpéd to quickly whip the fire into -

;an inferno that was difficuit to reach
w1th water, the shenff said. i
¥ About:1,000 firefighters remained

'
|-

' at the scene on Sunday. Three flI'e-,

“fighters suffered minor injuries — a

" twisted knee, cut leg and a case of . A

heat exhaustxon

-
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Alpine County

Is Declared a
Disaster Area
By Bill Gordon
Fire-scarred Alpine County
was declared a disaster area
yesterday by Lieutenant Gover-
nor Leo McCarthy, acting for
. vacatxomng Govemor Deukme-
jian.
A lo-square-mile “forest and
brush fire last week. destroyed
15 primary homes, as well as 10
residences used as second
homes, in a picturesque canyon
"sotith of Lake Tahoe. Another
homeé had major damage and
five  others . minor damage, ac-

cording to-the- state .Office of
’ 'Emergency Services. ,

. -The ﬁre ‘caused damage esti-
7 mated at more than $4 million.

% %“The disaster goes beyond the

.abxhty of local government agen-

cies to deal with the problem,” Mc-

~ Carthy saxd ata Capitol news con-
. ference

The Office of Emergency Ser-
»-vices is seeking federal help from
the Small Business Administration
and other agenciw he said.

e o

The disaster declaration also
i prohibxts replacenient homes from
: . being reassessed at higher tax lev-
- els. McCarthy said he will ask Deuk-

_mejian to place the California Con-
I..servation Corps on call if local roads
1 need to be shored up later this year.

About 1500 ﬁreﬁghters from

. sax “States battled the flames last

e - week at a cost,of more than $12

( million. The fire, believed to have

... been caused by a careless smoker or

" camper, blackened 6,600 acres of

.. land near Woodfords at the inter-
\ section of Highways 88 and 89.

The fire started on Wedn&sday
™ and ‘was declared under control on
3Sunday



*‘Alst'aster area

)

g SACRAMENTO (UPI) - Lt
*JGov.. Leo McCarthy, - acting"
' Monday for vacationing Gov.
© George Deukmejian, declared a .
disaster area in part of Alpine

ey
-.-,4{

County. where ' a . range fire -

E Hestroyed ' 25 homes south of
Lake Tahoe. :
.- The lo-square-mlle blaze was

: declared ‘controlled -during the -
weekend - after ‘it - forced hun-:

. dreds of residents and campers
- to flee, dropped ashes on Carson

* City, Nev 30 miles away, and -

caused damage estimated at
more than $4 million. . '

“.“The state proclamatlon ‘is-
nssued when the disaster goes:

- _‘beyong the abxhty of local gov-
eérnment - agencies to deal with
the problem,” McCarthy said at
a Capitol news conference. . -

Emergency Services was seek-
ing possible federal help from
the Small Business Administra-
tiOn and other agencies.

- ‘McCarthy said he also would
ask Deukmejian to dispatch the
‘California Conservation - Corps

local roads threatened in the
_Wwinter by fire-caused erosion.
+*OES officials" said - Monday

Ranchers mad
over f|re effort

MINDEN Nev (UPI) —*Vet-v

. eran ranchers with lands in Cal-

ifornia.and Nevada assert that -
they were prevented by law en- -

forcement officers from helping .
‘fight the -initial stages of the.
_forest fire that blackened 6,500 -

-acres last week near the Neva-
daline .~ .- . :
. ‘Clarence Burr said Monday“,

he and others were threatened .
with arrest when they attemp- -
- ted to bring in heavy equipment -
-to battle the flames, which Burr
- sajd might have stopped the fire
. tinthe early stages. ‘
-+ He ‘said the state Office of "~

Fred Dressler, 89, said the
people in charge of the battle
against the flames did not know

‘the area’s back roads He said

the ranchers in the old days us-
ed to flght the fires by hand and

- “now we’ve allowed you to burn
.itup.” ‘
to the area if needed to shore up. -

Burr, Dressler, law enforce-

-ment officials and foresters met
~in an informal session Monday

- to air some of the problems in
that the fire destroyed 15 Lo

SR .
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(Contlnuadfro Page 1)
primary homes' and 10 resi-
dences used as second homes.

Another home had maJor dam-
" age and five others minor dam-

age. It was still undetermined .

whether the area would qualify

“for low-interest federal loans..
Many property owners had full .
coverage through msurance :

 the OES said.
At one point, 1,500 men and
women battled the flames at a

cost ‘of more than $1.2 million. |

The fire, believed to have been

-caused by a careless smoker or

camper, was fanned by 30-mph

‘winds and eventually blackened
6,550 acres at altitudes of 8,000~ |

9,000 feet. ,
The fire was near Woodfords

at the intersection of Highways :
88 and 89, both of which were
closed for two days. Don .

Haldeman, a U.S. Forest Ser-

vice spokesman, said 103 homes

were saved but dozens of barns,

sheds and other outbulldmgs ,
- were destroyed. -




{,USFS\lmposes ampﬂ}re’ ,ﬁestréctions

A Campﬁre restmctlons prompted by high f1re‘danger lack of ram
‘and drying vegetation took- effect today in the Lake Tahoe Basm
the Forest Service announced.. &, ... : ‘

... Campfires . will be allowed ly in developed recr tlon s1tes
;Portable stoves using gas, jellied petroleum or pressurized hqmd

_fuel can be used outsxde developed'~s1tes ‘but‘a campﬁre permxt is
‘ needed for thelr use ; i

-'(See usps back page)

U SF S 7%7

mokmg 1s permltted only in-
developed recreation’ sites or, in !
t.enclosed vehicles.
i~ Welding or operatmg a torch !
" ‘with ‘an ‘open- flame is banned -
~without Forest Servxce ;
l‘authorlzatlon !
. "Use of explosxves w1thout
<"Forest Service permlssmn also *
~ is prohibited. :
" The. restrictions will remam
in"place until the fire danger s
“reduced by a‘change:in the/
~ weather. Tougher - restrictions’
“‘could - be ~imposed -if the fire
“-danger mcrea.»es the Forest
Service said. - : i
- Violations "of the restr1ct1ons
are pumshable by a meximum
>>fine of $500 s1x months m jail,
“or both. ‘
‘The: restrlctlons do not apIy
~in-the .Tahoe Basin -portion of
““the Desolation Wilderness.




f1ref1ghtmg ‘age 1cie

*'By JIM DIPESO - . , 3
orest Service and others are critiquing their

) Trlbune Staﬂ erter

- The fxre crews are scannmg the naked hll s1des

’ with infrared e qu1pm ent,-on the lookout for *h ot A week after a fOrest fire roared through Wood-

- - fords, scorching more than 6,500 acres; destroy- ::
 spots” and praying that 2 lightning strike doesn’ t; -ing more than tgwo dozen homes and causing ml}l- =
; touch off more flames. ~.". : " lions: of : dollars :in ‘damage, ‘Alpine- County has
- Insurance adjusters and state dlsaster teams “be unthe lon road to recovery NS
“are adding up the dollar losses. " begun g DR
“¢»*The government is giving :victims. a break on.::"The- close-knit communlty in Cahforma s most v
. taxes and building permlt fees. : - " sparsely populated county has pulled together to -
~Donations are pourmg into a rece1v1ng center help thy nelghbor . :
. at Turtle Rock Park.

And amldst heavy cr1t1c1sm from resuients that‘ /

: 1See WOODFORDS back paga)




Pago Sixteen 'l'ahog?;

- Woodfords
(contlnued from Page. 1) ,
-“It’s amazing how people
have come: together@ a‘’com-:i
“munity;. cause,’ sgg;d\...lackp
' Doyal, -whose homeggurne 0
the ground ‘“You really cant_
_ say ‘enough about ity It’s the’
*. American people initime of
~ need.”. " ’ {;? o
oA tanglble definition‘of gener- .
. osity can be seen atithe com-
~munity room at.-Tu tle Rock%
Rark, just off H1ghw and 89:%
Tables are piled -high Wil th
‘clothing, lamps and :of er rm,s»
cellaneous householdggoods in-
cluding a child’s I
and camera. . .. & '
. Up on the bulletm,;. , oard a i
. names of people with‘heavy ap-
A phances available, ° je list in-
* cluded Eric Jung, chan’man of -
. the Alpine County % oard of ¥
Supervisors. He haw a spare
refrigerator. o
There’s so much cloth
* fact, that the woman‘overseei
. the operatlon ‘hopes
. bring by other items®
- furniture and gardenc )
- *I had no idea’we'd g
‘much,” " said the woman, who "
asked that her name kgot be us-
ed - PRI
" .. People also area hmkmgf-i ;
about the wildlife who:suffered
 from the fire. Hay has been 'do-
nated by Carson Valley ran-
chers to be used as deer: -forage, : -
said Dave ‘Zellmer;: «Woodfords o
fire chief. The fire :consumed -
- bitterbrush-that deer-geiy on for 8
winter feeding. . B e S
The Red Cross has' elped th
~ fire: victims _with em ergency::
food -and _clothmg, said (Ethel ;’
Sandell, a Markleeville resident,;;
and ‘Red- Cross vol nteer.;So:,
far, 27 people have ggme. infor:.
_help, she said. “I'll be open for .
thgee %gre (cil:ys ,”’ sheadded, ™. -
n Tuesday, Do 0
~ by Turtle Rock Paxﬁ:%%fuf% ;
e tw111{1 sons, Dan and Dennis," to .
" pick up some itemsiand begin’
~ rebuilding* hxsmls;:é%}seho%d
“Where do you': ;
 mused.
Doyal - said ‘he’s', .§t111 numb:
from the loss of his‘home, but-
plans to begin reconstructlon as,
. soon as he gets the check: from’
the insurance company.-: 1 ;

*You've got to hve someplace
,»he said. = VR
=~Schalbert and Bennett were
among the fire victims who be- -
‘lieve the Forest Servtg’e“ botehéd
:their job and allowed;a ‘small fi -
re tobecomea conﬂag'atlon

“It’s been-three ‘days-and I-
still have no feeling about it. It
doesn’t seem like it happened,”:
_said Doyal, a craggy-faced man *

wearing a baseball cap readmg

“slave’ on the front.
Insurance will:

. the )
~anglble losses, “but® llke x(he

other victims Doyal ‘lost’ per-.
'sonal items that are pr1ce1es&

‘“There’s so much.. The famlly 5
-history, albums Jewelry the ;

‘sterling.”’
Ed Schalbert whose Alpme

:Village home also burned down, ;

‘had a ‘‘steamer . trunk’” full of

Navy . memorabiliagf.such™ as )

‘scrapbooks and ma tchboolg

ifrom Pearl Harboriwarships

_that he had planned
’ a naval museum.’
* Another vietim

"rebuﬂdstohnBe

rcounty " superv1sor :

" "“They were just standing

there with their fingers in their

.ear,” Bennett remembered

about Bureau of Land
Management. crews- when he

_and his wife were fleemg their
«b ghome TSR e )
“*One" of the residents’ - com-

plaints.is that the Forest’ Ser-

.vice'sent Woodfords volunteer -

flreflghters away from the fire
in its early stages. . That folly

“allpwed ‘a smaii fire to run out
. of control, they charged.

“We were turned away,” said

i"Zellmer “At no time, did the
.Woodfords volunteers feel
“secure’ that the situation was
“under ‘control,”;
‘supervisors, who discussed the
‘fire .and’'its aftermath at their
‘regular meeting Tuesday.:

- he told the

Schalbert wants -an mdepen-'f

“dent mvestlgator to look into the.
fire’s handling.*‘It’s sickening
and " dlsgustmg .and shouldn’t

happen again,” Schalbert said .

"angrily to the supervisors. B

s+ Later, he said enough reliable :
;witnesses could be found to ver--
ify: the. complaints. “They’ are
‘reputable people. This isn’t Just .
.barroom talk,” Schalbert said.- .-

i+ Jung: said he has. asked the
state fire marshal “and Rep.
Norman Shumway, R-Stockton,
.to sit in on the’ upcommg cri-
“tique of the fire.

_The Forest Service said they
understand the fire victims’
-anger, but maintain . they and
“other agencies did a“good job
f1ghtmg the blaze. Make that a

“hell -of a job,” according to
' Greg Clark of the To1yabe Na-:
,t1onal Forest..

o Clark” said - he didn’t - have’

enough information on the re-
ports volunteers were shooed
*away, but added “we need the
volunteers

- '“T understand the stress and
trauma that this kind_ of ‘thing
-causes. The reaction and the an-

“imosity are 'a natural “thing,”

rsaid “John Swanson, : district
' ranger for the Tmyabe Natlonal
Forest

: At the same time, many resi-
dents are “blind to the work
.;that was done. They are blind to
“the fact that although 26 homes:
-burned,’100 were saved. Theya

| .wouldn’t have been thhout the °

”.incredible profe551onahsm and"

*_selflessness of the firefighters, -
“There were some genuine hero:
. stories,” Swanson said.

Firefighter Will Waldron of

fthe El Dorado National Forest
‘took the complaints- in stride:
““It’s expected when homes are '
“lost,” he said. “Thmk of all the ‘

' homes we did save.’
.. Those who lost umnsured
'.‘ homes may be eligible for gov-
.ernment assistance, depending
on .what state disaster assess-
‘ment teams find out. An official
" of the Office of Emergency Ser-
‘vices said that if 25 primary
"homes and-or businesses with at
:Jeast’ 40" percent ‘uninsured
“losses are tallied, loans could be
‘available from the U.s. Small
“Business Administration. .
. But of the 26 lost homes, only
<15 were primary residences, the
::offxclal said. o ,
" “There is no ehglblhty forlt
temporary shelter assistance.:
from the government, but own--
“ers of summer rentals are being
“contacted to see if they’d be.
“willing to rent to fire victims on.
‘a long-term basis, -said Mary'




‘A dream house in the mountains’

by TREVA ZELLER
Staff writer

From the windows of her
dream house, Janis Doyal still
can look beyond the blackened,
scarred land and see her distant
mountain stream.

Like others living where the
Acorn Fire did some of its worst
damage, she and her family will
stay, rebuild and wait for
another breath of life. This is
still their home.

“We were one of the lucky
ones,” said Doyal the day after
last week’s 6,550-acre blaze
swept through her Alpine
Village neighborhood.

Her family’s yellow, two-story
home is one of the few in a row of
houses still standing. It suffered
some smoke and exterior fire
damage.

Their once beautiful mountain
view suffered the most, instantly
transformed into images of
twisted debris, charred trees

and blackened ground. .

“We moved up here because of
the beautiful scenery,” Doyal
said, “It was my dream house in
the mountains.”

Then she motioned to a distant
canyon.

“But I can still see my little
stream. It’s still my home and
it’s still my mountains.”

Doyal, her husband Lyun and
their three children will plant
more trees in the once abundant-

Continued to page 8

ream homes loSt

Continued from page 1 .
ly green timberland, realizing
that during their lifetimes they
won’t see the land as it was.
“That's part of living here;
you take that chance,” sa'}d
Lynn Doyal, who grew up in
Alpine County. “It’s an oppor-
tunity most people don’t have so
we're not going to give it up.”

Only two houses away, his
father Jack’s house burned to
the ground. The two men worked
desperately side-by-side to save
both homes.

“My father-in-law, after his
house burned down, went to try
to save his son’s house,” said
Janis, smiling. “He even decked
a firefighter to get it watered
down.”

Jack and Elyse Doyal, long-
time Alpine County residents,
own Hope Valley Resort. Elyse
stayed and watched the fire
come down on their home from a
nearby ridge, where the resort is
located, as her husband came

down to help. i e

now gutted washer and dryer,
tops of canned fruit jars —
reminders of their daily lives.

“When you look at it you can
see the room, how it was.”

Despite their setback, the
elder Doyals also plan to stay.
Elyse Doyal already has a new
floorpian figured out for their
summer home.

Meanwhile, they have another
place to live near the resort,
although the Alpine Village
home contained many of their
belongings.

- €€

it’s still my
home...still my
mountains.

$5

- “I was saying all afternoon, if., =~

that doesn’t get my house I'm .

going to chop down those trees,”
the 63-year-old Elyse said on
Thursday, motioning to the scor-
ched limbs next to what little re-
mained of her home. “I guess I
don’t have to worry about it

Amerrn a1
WXy alx Ty

In the aftermath, she looked
‘for evidence that her home was
once there, amazed that there
was no trace of a fence yet a
large china bowl emerged a lit-
tle scalded but without a crack.

“You know where everything
was,” she said, appearing numb
as she roamed through the rub-
ble. “You remember where
everything was, and you wonder
what’s under there.”

She pointed to a cake pan, a

-+ “We'll go on; we're not going
to let this stop us,” she said
later, adding that their -home
was covered by insurance.
Others in the small Woodfords
community this week will begin-
the task of cleaning up, starting

have the option of living in a
trailer offered by friend Edna
Hellwinkel until they can rebuil
their home. :

“We still have a propane tank
left,” said Catherine, a Diamond
Valley School teacher who lived
with her husband in the home for
25 years. “We only had about 10
minutes to evacuate. We did get
all our animals out.”

The Doyals and others in the

Alpine Village gave credit to
assistant sheriff Skip Veatch.
Residents said Veatch and his
wife remained calm during tl‘{e
disaster despite the loss of their
own home.

They both helped other
residents evacuate and brought
food to firefighters.

The fire. which broke out

Wednesday (July 29) in the steer
Acorn Canyon near Crystal Spr-
ings, destroyed 24 homes anc
caused major damage to six
others, the Alpine Count}
Sheriff’s Office reported.

Officials said an additional 10(
homes, garages, barns or other
buildings sufiered at least minot
damage around Woodfords.
About 103 homes threatened by
the fire were saved.

Alpine Village, a subdivision
of about 20 homes just south of
Highway 89 on the way tc
Markleeville, was one of the
hardest hit with the loss of at
least 10 houses, the sheriff’s of-
fice said.

Homes also were lost in the
Mesa Vista Estates and other
ocutlying areas near Woodfords,
which escaped the
Fredericksburg fire last year.

Almost all Crystal Springs
homes near the origin of the
blaze were saved by firefighters.

On Monday, California Lt
Gov. Leo McCarthy signed a
measure allowing a tax break
for homeowners who rebuild,
and the area was declared to be
in a state of emergency.

The Alpine County Chamber of
Commerce has set up a relief
fund for victims of the fire.
Anyone who wants to contribute
can send a donation in care of
the Woodford’s Fire Disaster
Fund, P.O. Box 265,
Markleeville, Calif. 96120.

|
|



SHOCKED. Elyse Doyal surveys the remains
of her Alpine Village home that burned to the
ground last week, amazed to find a china bow!
still intact. Like other Woodfords residents,

EVACUATION. Markleeville resident Norman
Reuther comforts fellow motorist Sandy
Stierlin, far left, as they stop briefly just after
escaping a wall of flames. Both stopped to

A

Doyal and her family plan to stay in their
mountain community and rebuild. R-C photo
by Treva Zeller ’

help evacuate the family of 13-year-old Clint
Celio, far right, near Woodfords. The Celio
home ultimately survived. R-C. photo by Treva
Zeller _
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Amateur radio operators did what they're
supposed to do: During the Woodfords fire, they
worked round the clock to send messages in and
out of the area where telephone lines were
down.

Bob Andrews, who is a replacement dispat-
cher for Alpine County Sheriff’s Office, has a
sheriff’s base station as well as his amateur
radio gear at his Alpine County home. He also is
equipped with emergency power.

At Carson Valley Middle School where an
emergency shelter was set up there was also an
amateur radio station to relay messages back
and forth.

According to Andrews and Gardnerville
amateur radio operator Ray Watley, amateurs
from Lake Tahoe, Gardnerville and Carson City

p.m. Wednesday and on shifts through ‘Satur-
day.

During the first few hours, Andrews said, the
amateurs relayed messages to and from the
California Office of Emergency Management.

Watley said that in the early hours of the fire
the “hams’’ sent messages about houses burned
or damaged and the location of-residents.

Then, they relayed a great many “health and

and Reno manned the radios beginning at 5:30

LY Ham radio operators
were link with outside

welfare” messages to and from the fire area
and the Red Cross emergency center at the Car-
son Valley Middle School.

According to Andrews, during an emergency
the government radio bands are kept busy and
there is no room for residents who want to-send:
messages to loved ones or find out where a
friend might be. ) :

Amateurs fill this veid.

“There are many, many amateurs, and they
all jump in at the drop of a hat to do emergency
work,” Andrews said.

" Helping Andrews set up the statiofi"at™his =
home was Mauro Capone, and coordinating the
Red Cross site was Lou James of Reno. Sheila
Warner of Carson City obtained hand-held radio
sets from Truckee Meadows Fire District for
the amateurs to use.

Among the operators at both sites were Jack
Frost of Fish Springs, Bob and Sharon Grissom
and Gaylord Schmatt of Gardnerville, Curt
Foltz and Dick Williford of Carson City, Al
Stinger of Reno and Mike and Natalje Sherrick
of Sparks. )

Bear Valley and the City of South Lake Tahoe
lent power generators for the Alpine com-
munications station.

odfor
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Markleeville, Calif. 96120

by LISA WIXON
Staff Writer

It’s the first night of a major fire. Confusion
settles in as people evacuate, homes and trees
burn, and the fire rages out of control. How
many busy firemen would pay attention to a
stray dog wandering around with some unob-
vious minor injuries?

Not many. But a very special one did.

No one seems to know the identity of the
firefighter who saved Prince, a large German
shepherd who had gotten lost last Wednesday at
the Alpine fire. Although Prince survived
without any major injuries, his paws were burnt
and his hair was singed.

According to Della Wood, the owner of the
dog, the fire engines had scared him and he had
fled the neighborhood. When found, the German

lystery man saves d

shepherd had beén sent to the Red Cross via an
evacuee, where Terri Dickerson of Terri’s Pet
and Grooming volunteered to keep him over-
night. Not having the facilities, Terri sent him
to the animal shelter in hopes he could be
reunited with his family.

The family, meanwhile, had begun to give up
hope, until Don Balliette, grandson of Della
Wood, was in a local bar and overheard some
firemen talking about a lost German shepherd
that had been recovered. Excitely asking the
group of firefighters for further details, Don
recognized the description and dashed over the
the animal shelter to retrieve his
grandmother’s dog.

Thanks to a heroic firefighter, Prince is back
at home now (although the scenery has changed
a bit) recovering from his wounds. And thanks
to the heroic firefighter, the large German
shepherd still has a home.
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' Community pulls together

as fire ravages Al

It will take several days
before a critique of the
6,550-acre Acorn Fire is com-
pleted, according to U.S. Forest
Service officials, who said land
rehabilitation efforts have
already begun.

This week, evacuated Wood-
fords residents started the task
of cleaning up near the 24 homes
destroyed in the blaze, which
broke out Wednesday in Acorn
Canyon, near Crystal Springs.

More than 1,500 firefighters
working the blaze declared the
wind-whipped Acorn Fire ex-

v e finguished late Sunday. It caus-

ed an estimated $5 million in
damages.

The Alpine County. Sheriff’s
Office reported that an addi-
tional 100 homes, garages, barns
and other buildings suffered at
least minor damage.

Federal, state and local
volunteer firefighters were able
to save 103 homes. Other major
structures saved included the
Mt. Sierra Church, Caltrans sta-
tion, the telephone ‘substation,
the Woodfords Fire Department,
the Alpine County maintenance
yard, Woodfords Auto Service,
Woodfords Guard Station, Wood-
fords Station and Woodfords Inn.

U.S. Forest Service officials
believe the fire was caused by
human negligence.

Some federal and state agency
firefighters have had to respond
to criticism about how they
handled the blaze in the first few
minutes when units first arrived,
sometime before 11:30 a.m.

However, a routine investiga-
tion won’t be completed for
several days, a Forest Service
Spokesman said.

BLM spokesman Ron Barrett
denied residents’ charges that
his agency and the U.S. Forest
Service bickered over whose
land the fire was on, causing a
delay in firefighting efforts.

He said BLM crews went to
the fire as soon as the Forest
Service determined they were
needed.

BLM keeps one engine crew in
Markleeville to cover the agen-

. ¢y’s land in the area, which is

close to the Forest Service's
boundaries.

Meanwhile, Carson Valley
residents oblivious to federal,
state and county lines worked
with Markleeville residents in
offering support for disaster vie-
tims.

Many residents had about
10-15 minutes to evacuate, with
only the clothes on their backs
and their pets. More than 100
eventually found their way to an
emergency Red Cross center set
up at the Carson Valley Middle
School, seeking comfort, infor-
mation or a place to sleep.

Red Cross volunteer Bobbie
Brown said their efforts went
much smoother than usual with
an outpouring of support from
Carson Valley residents, who of-
fered everything from food to
places to stay.

Local school officials also
opened their facilities for a com-
mand center at the Douglas High
School and the Red Cross center
at the middle school.

For several days, Minden-
Gardnerville became the center
for hundreds of firefighters as

. well as local and national news

reporters.

Mary Lou Shipton, director of
the Carson Valley Chamber of
Commerce, like many others,
only got about an hour’s sleep
Wednesday night while helping
coordinate supplies for the near-
by victims.

She estimated that at least 11
local businesses offered goods
and services to the disaster vic-
tims, including a local thrift
shop that opened its doors and
allowed those residents to
choose what-they needed.

“We realize there may be
countless others,” she said, ad-
ding that stories of heroic deeds
during the past few days will no
doubt go untold because there
are so many.

“The most amazing thing is
people in this Valley don’t
volunteer, they just do,” Shipton
said.

She said the one family that

. lost a home even turned around

and donated 50 pounds of meat.

ine

+ “They’d been through all this
horror and they turned around
and did that,” Shipton said.
“There was nothing we needed
that we couldn’t and didn’t
receive two-fold.”

As far as local residents are
concerned, the Alpine County
area seems like another exten-
sion of Carson Valley with the
two communities sharing fami-
ly, friends, homes or
workplaces.

The Ham radio operators were
the only communication link to
the fire area, and as far as
Markleeville, until phone ser-
vice was restored gradually this
weekend. The amateur radio
operators and the Red Cross
were among other volunteers
who deserve a lot of credit, Ship-
ton said.

They took phone calls from
concerned residents from as far
away as New York who heard
about the fire on national news.

‘“The people who were

- evacuated were going through

enough emotional trauma,”
Shipton ,added. “They didn’t
need any more, and these people
saw fo it they didn’t have
anymore,”

Red Cross workers said they
were overwhelmed with the
number of homes offered for
people to stay.

Emergency service and in-
surance centers remained open
in Diamond Valley this week for
victims.

Volunteer firefighters with
both Alpine County and the East
Fork Fire Protection District
were credited with saving many
homes as well as land. Rancher
Clarence Burr said Dave Gam-
ble’s Genoa crew helped save
land near the Diamond Valley
School.

Volunteer groups from
Douglas and Alpine counties
stayed on with the U.S. Forest
Service and state forestry divi-
sion firefighters to protect
homes through Thursday.

Douglas County sheriff’s
deputies helped Alpine police
evacuate victims and keep
watch over the homss after the
disaster to avoid thefts.” '




Heavy smoke from the Acorn Fire near
Woodfords turned the iate-afternoon sun a
bright red last Wednesday. The flre even-
tually destroyed 24 homes befo;e it was

brought under .control Sunday. For more

photos, see pages 6 and 7. Jay Aldrict
photo =~ . ‘

As attacks against the
6,550-acre Acorn fire ended Sun-
day, criticism of fire-fighting
practices in the Eastern Sierra
seemed to spread as fast as the
wind-whipped blaze did a week
ago.

Federal agencies who spent
five days battling the brush and
timber fire found themselves on
a different defensive frent by
Monday, responding to both fire
victims and long-time Valley
residents who accused them of
forgetting the hasies.

Several people who gathered

individnal
firefighters but railed against
“the system” and ‘‘chain-of-
command” used today for at-
tacking this region’s major
forest fires.

It's a system that devotes too
much’ time organizing area
agencies and too little time at-
tacking a fire in the first crucial
minutes, residents said.

The U.S. Forest Service also
turns away landowners whose
property is threatened, accor-
ding to residents, although they
have years of experience
fighting fires and are more
familiar with the area.

These critics went head-to- .

head with state and federal fire
crews Monday when all were
called together in Minden. A
public hearing also was held
before Alpine County super-
visors Tuesday.

In the wake of these and other
accusations, U.S. Forest Service
officials in command of last
Wednesday'’s fire said some pro-
blems do exist in initial response
for this area.

However, they also pointed to
the increasing number of homes
built in remote timberland and
the need for residents and local
governments to take an active
role in clearing brush from
structures and taking other fire
preventive steps.

With new homes in the path of
fires, federal and state fire

crews have to give greater

priority today to the protection
of lives and structures, accor-
ding to Terry Randolph of the
Toiyabe National Forest.

“It’s probably something we
day about the initial two hours of
a fire. ‘“However, by 5 p.m.
(Wednesday) 80 engines, who
knows how many Cats
(bulldozers) and other equip-
ment converged.” :

Because the fire was so large
and spread so fast, it was a real
problem assigning equipment
and trucks gathered on the area
roads, according to Randolph.

“We did have a man in control
of the fire, But as rapidly as
events were unfolding, things
were changing. Granted, some
things fell through the cracks.”

Firefighters also were
hampered in securing air
tankers for the initial attack
because of construction going on
at the Douglas County Airport,
Randolph said.

As a matter of routine, the
U.S. Forest Service and other
agencies expect to critique the
first two hours of Wednesday’s
blaze, which destroyed 24 homes
near Woodfords and caused con-
siderable damage( to several
others.

It will be several days before
that critique is completed, they
said. )

“1 feel pretty bad about the
loss of homes,” Randolph said.
“But I’'m proud we were able to
save 103. A lot of fine, young peo-
ple busted their butts and put
their life on the line.” )

But residents who are mad
-sibout seeing three major fires in
Alpine County during the past
four years said problems stem
from the initial attack and
bureaucratic regulations.

Many are talking of a class-

action suit against federai agen-—

cies, and others said they may
_request congressional investiga-
tions. The Alpine Board of
Supervisors is considering
separate action,

Throughout the Woodfords
community this week, people
said the good firefighters’ hands

are tied by bureaucracy. Others

went as far as saying some agen-
ey firefighters stood by the road
and watched a once-small fire
‘get out of hand when they could
have put it out with shovels.

“They have to go through this’

long chain of command before

they can even pump water,” -

said Bob Stephens, a volunteer
firefighter of some 14 years and
owner of Woodfords Auto.

He said some agency
firefighters told him as the fire
was raging that they weren’t

. authorized to pump water on
structures. .

"«The Forest Service has too
many in command.” he said
“They have some really good
men, but by the time they go

Mantinnad tn nansa 7
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Residents: Leaders crit

G....inued from page 1

through the chain of command
it’s too late. They're too busy
assessing the fire and not
fighting the fire.”

Some Woodfords Fire Depart-
ment volunteers also were mad
that they were sent home after
being one of the first to respond
to the scene.

Woodfords Fire Chief Dave

. Zellmer said he’s conducting his

-own interviews and investiga-
tion into what more could have
been done initially.

“It’s normal procedure when

guys get on the fire to make a’

judgment of whether it’s a
volunteer-type fire or a Forest
Service fire,” Randolph said,
adding that volunteers may be
needed elsewhere if another fire
‘breaks out. :

“This was on a cliff with 7-10
mile-an-hour winds. We didn’t
know it would kick up to 35-mile-
an-hour winds. The weather
¢ ged.” ,

.ie Smith, a retired U.S.
Forest Service worker of 34
years, said he’s watched the
agency in the past 10-15 years
“centralize” with policies that
set further awav from the local
community.

“When we were fighting fires
we never had any days like

' this,” said Smith, who was near

' the fire scene Wednesday when
it first started. ‘“Maybe we

i didn’t have as many people liv-

; ing in different areas, but when

' we hit a fire, we hit it with
everything we had.”

- He added that federal agen-
cies actions today are basedona
fear of liability instead of giving
everything they’ve got in attack-

~ing small blazes.

~ But according to Randolph,

his district has tackled some 120

fires this season and only two got

~away from agencies.

Residents suggested the agen-

. ¢y go back to a policy of actively

i s¢ “*ng out local residents with

fi.  zhting resources before the

ifire season reaches its peak.
Wednesday’s fire, which of-
ficials say was started by human
negligence, caused the most pro-
perty damage in recent years.

Total damage estimates have

reached $5 million.

they would burn me out,” he
said this week. Burr also saw his
property damaged in two
previous fires in the past few
years. '

Burr and other ranchers who
own large amounts of land in
both Carson Valley and Alpine
County complained they were at
first- barred from the area and
then delayed from attacking the
fire’s eastern flank.

Burr, Fred Dressler, Larry
Pedrett, Mel Schwake Jr. and

Kenneth Hellwinkel said their.

actions finally saved the Dia-
mond Valley School and Wood-
fords Indian Colony.

They had started clearing a
fire line near the school until
Douglas County crews arrived to
back them up, Burr said.

But delays — when they were

& 6
We need to take a
cooperative effort
for such things as
green stripping
and fuel breaks.
We need to get
people to get rid
of those damn
shingle roofs and
clean up vegeta-

tion.
59

{

held back at roadblocks and
questioned because their private

bulldozers for clearing brush

weren’t properly authorized —
cost another hour or more that
could have saved Burr’s proper-
ty, according to the ranchers.
The ranchers said thev snent

[}
i
i
8l

cize

more than the individuals,”
Burr said.

“Before, it would be up to us
people — no questions were ask-
ed; we worked together. The im-
portant thing was to save our
property.”

Among those outraged this
week is 89-year-old rancher
Fred Dressler, who owns some
of the largest land-holdings in
both Carson Valiey and Alpine
County.

Dressler said he was almost
arrested for acting without
federal authority when he tried
to enter with a bulldozer and a
hand-picked crew of local
residents. He said those
residents have been fighting
fires for years.

“In my days, whoever got to a
fire first was the boss,’”” Dressler
said, adding that landowners
were never held back frem pro-
tecting property. :

At Monday’s meeting,
Douglas County Sheriff Jerry
Maple suggested that lan-
downers who have equipment
and know how to fight fires be
issued an 1.D. card so they can
quickly cross roadblocks and
help protect their property.

He said not all emergency per-
sonnel brought in to work on a
major disaster would know Fred
Dressler or other ranchers well-
known to the community.

Police had to order residents
to evacuate for their own safety
on Wednesday, Maple added.

KINGSBURY THREAT

Both Driscoll and U.S. Forest
Service officials said the more-
populated Kingsbury Grade is as
much at risk with decaying
vegetation and drier conditions
that helped fuel last week’s fire.

Randolph said local govern-
ments as well as residents
should be willing to spend the
money toward fire preventive
steps.

“We're going to be talking
about this situation again,” Ran-
dolph warned. ‘“We need to take
a look at a cooperative effort for
such things as greenstripping
and fuel breaks. We need to get
people to get rid of those damn
shingle roofs and eclean up
vegetation.”
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Alplne Country Faire to beneflt flre v|ct|ms
EventisAug.15-16  |ERESEEEIEN E

In the wake of the devastating
Woodfords fire which destroyed

26 _homes, the Alpine County .
Chamber of Commerce an-

nounced that the Alpine Country

Faire wil benefit the fire’s vic- .

tims.
Many ‘Alpine County resxdents
lost hoines and livelihoods in the

July 29 firestorm which swept

through Woodfords Canyon.

“Proceeds from the Aug. 15-16

fair will go.into the Woodfords
Fire Disaster Fund established
and administered by the non-
profit chamber of commerce.

The annual fair is held in.

Woodfords’ sister town,

Markleeville, Calif, - -

:As part of the benefit, the fair

organizers ‘are inviting all the’
. neighboring “volunteer fire’

departments to participate in
_the annual tug of war champion-

ships. The tug, one of the more

_popular. events at the fair, is

staged over a local mud hole.

Defending champion team Cal
Silver Miners, who have won the
coveted award three times out of

“the six years the tug of war has

been held, will “dig in deeper”
once again to. stave off
challenges from the local Forest
Service, BLM and volunteer fire
departments

The fair is replete with booths
of handmade art and craft
items, food and beverages, In-
dian tacos and acorn muffins are
some of the local specialties of-
fered this year.

The 10K Fun Run kicks off the

fair at 8 a.m. Saturday This
year, the annual race has been
expanded to include a 2-mile

“striding (walking) race. Seniors

enter free and are encouraged to
participate in- this fun and
healthy event, -

The tug of wars fu‘st heats

_follow the Fun Run at 9:30 a.m:
Playoffs continue Saturday -

afternoon at 6 p.m. and Sunday
at 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. when the
champxons}klp tltle wﬂl be deter-
mined.

The “Fle‘{able Flyers” are

" scheduled to set the beat at the

street dance, 4-10 p.m, Saturday.

__There will be a diverse menu
of music both days. Besides the
“Flexable Flyers,” Saturday’s
entertainment includes the Lost
Coyote band and Carson City’s
Country Cousins Square Dance
Club. On Sunday, entertainer
Dan Murphy, Eric Jung of the
Goonge Bros. Band and the
Alpine Trio will keep falr-goers
tapping their feet. =~ -

Woody Owl and Smokey the
Bear will be on hand to entertain
youngsters. 1

Other activities include a kids’

arcade, the library’s book sale,
an art competition and gallery

show and raffles all day both .

days.

For information on, the fair
and for Woodfords Fire Disaster
Fund donations (tax-deductible)
contact the Alpine County
Chamber of Commerce, P.O.
Box 265, Markleeville, CA 96120
or call (916) 694-2475,

BENEFIT. Proceeds of the Alplne Coun-
try Faire wlill go to the Woodfords Fire other events, the annual tug of war. photo

D|saster Rellef Fund The falr is set for

Aug 15 and 16, and will feature among Cal Silver

Shown above are Iast year s wInners the

Miners.

b

Nancy Thornburg
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~ Air attack: Fire bombing
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isl‘”directed from ground

“r el Continued from-page 1= i
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drops during the Woodfords flre they dropped
retardant on top of the ridge.

Pilots are directed by the command center of -

the fire fighters from the ground.
“They decide what the fire plan will be and
. tell us where they want it, or sometimes we
follow a lead plane if there is one, " Sheridan
sald

" The pilots are in c0nstant radlo contact With = operatréns"dﬁrmg thed fir

~ the ground. At three minutes away from the
fire, they are given their target. If thereis a
lead plane, they follow it in, then make the
drop. -8

“We have elght tanks that we can drop, one,

two, four, or all, or in a trail. We can drop all
erght tankers in line or any combmatlon we
want.”’

- The first day of the Woodfords visibility was '

poor because of the smoke, and it was pretty
-~ windy.

“It was tough,” Sheridan adm1tted -

The next day was ‘‘quite routine,” and the
third day (Friday), the planes didn’t fly at all..

The difficulty for pilots as well as the fire
fighters was that structures were involved.

““There’s more pressure on you when there
* are structures. You want to be sure you protect
. the house you're trying to save,” Sheridan said.

““The first day, it was windy and the smoke
was bad. It was hard to see the targets.”

The airplane that he and Quirk fly (the co-
pilot flies the plane, according to Sheridan, and
the captain does the thinking) is a former
Eastern Airlines airliner.

Some planes used are World War Il-era
B-17s, commonly known as ‘“‘Flying fortresses.”

passenger airplane it once was because only
- the seats were taken out. The luggage carrlers
are still in place.
The fire retardant tanks are completely ex-
ternal and they hold 3,000 gallons of retardant. -
According to the Bureau of Lanfi Manage-
ment, the fire retardant costs 70 cents a gallon
Mike Campbell, who'wasi C

estimate of héw much the A1t at
did say, however, that it was cheaper here
..because the fire was so close to the reloadmg

o area.

Planes made the1r runs from the Douglas o
County Airport north of Minden and returned to_

" be reloaded and refueled. -
There was a total of elght aircraft used in the

fire, Campbell said. The pilots work for private

companies which contract with federal and
state agencies for the fire season, May to
September

One is based in Minden (the hapless “Flymg
‘Boxcar’’) and one is based at Stead. Others -
come, when needed, from Klamath Falls, Ore.,
Boise, Idaho, Grand Canyon National Park,
Fresno, Grass Valley and Columbia, Calif.

The plane in Minden is contracted by BLM.

Campbell himself is from Boise. He directs

~ ' the air fire fighting operations in the Great
. Basin area, roughly Nevada, Utah, Southern

Idaho and parts of Wyoming.

At different locations in the Western states,
different agencies share the cost and the
management of a fire, and set up incident com-
mand teams

i S@ridan’s plane -aDC-7B ~resembles the i

|
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RELOADING. Fire retardant is pumped into  fords fire. The retardant is also a fertilizer, |
the tanks of a fire fighting airplane at the ‘which helps to improve the soil for reseeding *

‘Douglas County Airport during the Wood- later. R-Q photo







’Hesto’a’fi’o’rTPlenty of water

Continued from page 1
water to keep them irrigated
both during germination and the
subsequent growing season.
. Another type of seed to con-
sider would be wildflower seed
. mixes for areas closer to the

- house where a more aesthetical-
" ly pleasing quick_ cover is need-

ced ¥

.. Several types of mixes are
available, though not inexpen-

~-sively. California poppies, blue

flax, - ‘penstemons, " daisies, .

‘gaillardia and purple cone
" flower are all examples . of
‘perennial or reseeding annuals
that would be suitable to use in
our climate., '

They will need water for ger- -

“mination as will any new seed.

'Txmmg the apphcatmn to coin-

cide with our naturally occurr-
ing moisture puts you into a who-

knows-when situation.  If possi-

ble you can reseed later this fall

- using the weather to your advan-

tage...cooler days mean you’ll

need less water to keep the seed .

moist during germination.

“_* The remnants of the timber i in

the form of ash is a source of

" both<phosphate and potash as
- well as being "a sort of bit-

tersweet mulch that can benefit

"any reseeding you do.

Replanting of larger trees and
shrubs can begin right away.
Warm soils, and the coming
cooler days will mean good

‘starts on any type of plant

material especially for next spr-
ing. : » '

They’ll have a new. root

system established and can -

begin more qulckly to take the
place of those lost in the recent
fires.

California re51dents should ‘
contact their state forestry ser--
vice to see if there are other pro-

grams available to them to help

in the revegetation process

around Woodfords.

' Nevada residents can contact
any of the state and federal

agencies listed at the beginning -

of the column to update
themselves with accurate infor-
mation as to which agencies are

involved in any revegetation
.programs and what the specific

recommendations and steps are
for the fastest recovery possible.
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o perlence -there have been at least a
- “few complaints about how the effort
~was handled by those in charge of |
S puttlng 1t out and protectlng proper-' ,

0 vaen the Frederlcksburg flre last‘,“
i+ year, Which many of those involved
- said .was handledtextbook- perfect
S created some controversy et
" 'Never before;” however, hav ,we:‘f‘
~heard so many complamts so many

- people who are absolutely convinced

- that had the fire been, handled dif-”
. ferently, ‘and earlier, much of the
-~ damage to private, property could,.:
" “have been avoided. | :

- So:overwhelming are the com-"
i Iplamts from _people who were on.the -

" scene, i

o igh-level : 1nvest1gatlon-;l
i should ndértaken ‘as soon as |
- possible, not to make scapegoats out |

- of any of those involved but to see if : |
- there are any ways that those pro- -

f*{fj.’;blems can be’ preVented the next’

““time. . And’ as sure as nature’ made';‘
trees and wﬂdlands there w1ll be a.

~ nexttime. o e v ST

. ‘;;smgle out all of it ;
. volved, savmg any ‘homes just as .
" “j."?‘?others were lost;’ helpmg those who -

- were ‘without:homes and without
._belongmgs To dofiso would surely“{?

r epald

" heroism ’andf' the ﬁﬁ'e work done by",
~ “"the! many ‘men: and women who

worked 'S0 hard on the: f1re to be -

41t would xbexfoi’

oSe <who were 1n—f}i

N couple “of examples should suf-f:»
fice: the Red Cross for quickly set-

* 'ting up a relief center at Carson
~ Valley Middle . School, : Coventry.,
~Cross Thrift: ShOp-; for openmg ts

doors w1de for?;“-f-; f |

-For thelr d1ff1c irtYﬁ ;

,'dangerous work','we' owe these men

‘and women from all walks of life —
whose attitudes were probably best"

-demonstrated . by . the aw-shucks
" borate-bomber. pll"., "y
~ feat of bringing a’ ,lane in for a'sute-.
“cessful belly landmg as just part of.

”who ‘saw, hls“

the ]ob — a debt‘«that can never_




verwhelmed irforces :

continue ' pressing ‘governm
1 t:gahon of the sxtuatxon

Fire

{Continued from Page1) .- '/
25,000 dcres in four hours.~The '
blaze which broke out around
11:30 a:m: July: 29, was controll--
‘ed Aug. 2 at 6,550 acres, with 26
homes destroyed and  others
senously damaged. More than
1,500 personnel - from federal,-
Cahforma and Nevada agencies
$4 nulhon bat-

& Management of the effort was
“‘more :than -sufficient - to flght
.the blaze .as first reported i
Forest Servtce handout said.-
“Our _review indicated’ that
our ]udgment calls.were cor-
3 ect ' Nelson fold reporters R |
Hdidn’t < see’how any-homes could
/have been saved.” A total of 103

ater” in the aitemoon overwh-

{elmed the fire crews and forced . -
. them to'retreat from the intense -
ﬂames which’were 50:t0,75 feet -
! high andmovm thh the speed

of thewind.

:¥ When “that’ happened Nelson '

saxd “you cannot stop that .
“There ' was: nothmg we could
{ have done: to” stop *:it” I it
< started laying ' down later that
;» night,!’ he said. - o
‘Zellmer' contends that the fxre .

% Forest Service had allowed his
“ responding crew of five volun-
“ teers to head up the steep slopes
. where the fire began and attack
* the flames “with- their hoses,
* rakes; shovels ‘and “‘pissbags”

+.— five-gallon water containers -

., with portablepumps o
“ " Nelson said the Forest Ser-
" vice decided “the pumper and
the volunteers wouldn’t have

. been” useful on . the steep -

slopes.” Two volunteers mann-

“ed the pumper, ' while three -
” others: arrived in private Vehl-H

cles, Zellmer said.;

is volunteers arrived on the |

e wex'e ready,” Zellmer said,i
1f they

he. fire'we’d stomp -around and
estroy.”evidence.’ That really.
. rubs me,” Zellmer complained.

. The: volunteers stayed on the

Nscene formearly-an~hour~untll aed

L smoke "alarm call" came: into -'
theu' station from, Mesa Vista,
about five minutes away.’

~ The volunteers were recalled

P

: The us. ];«‘orest Servxce defended its han—.i
dling of the Woodfords fire at a. Thursday press.con-’
rence; but also said that unpredictable winds. fanned
.¢ flames out’of control on the fire’s first’ day,an i

chi
- .teers, ‘said Thursday he is still not convinced that th

suppresswn effort was properly handled and vow

“caused; but has not pinpointed a spegific factor, inves
txgator Stan Fxtzgerald sald ‘Arson has not been ruled

3 .Onl LI

> could have been. knocked down .
-before_the wind came up if-the -

The chief explamed that when ,:

’ By JiM DIPESO
- Tribune Staff erter

(SeeSH umwAv,_pa

vice and other. fu'eﬁghtmg agencxes mlsmanaged th
blaze and alIowed itto run out of control
The 6, 550-ac bi

S
- structures, explammg they :
were tramed for w1ldland flres

Randolph sald that isa Forest
Service policy. “We don’t have

* the "equipment: on our brush
" rigs,” he said. “We’ll call in ci-
ty fire departments and volun-

teers ito help protect “struc-
tures.” .

-On another matter Nelson L
said that after mvestxgatlon he i

was “not aware” of an incident |
in which. "an - Alpine . County
supervisor- approprlated ‘a
Forest Service engine and used .

"ittofight the fire.

) Supemsor Chris 'Gansberg,
Jr., said the engine was being -

" repaired in'a building threat- .
ened by the flames. He said .

Thursday that he and another

man teok it ‘out and used it to
protect structures, .

“We pumped :acy about 2%
days,” Gansberg S
Forest Service off1c1a1s ini-

'tlally threatened him: with' ar-

_rest “because it was all dirty
“and the hose wasn’t curled up
right,” but- Gansberg . said . he.
“straightened out” the situation :
with Greg Clark a Toxyabe of-
, ficial. : i

On. the rehabxlltahon, Clark
“said 1t will ‘include ‘seeding .of -
*1,860 acres, cutting’ dead trees |
and laying them laterally on 160
‘acres of slopes, stirring up. fi-
"re- damaged soil 'on another 140
>acres” to prevent rapid runoff
.and constructing check dams on
0. 8mlles of stream channel

A meetmg will be held Mon-
;day at 9:30:a.m.: on land-
rehabilitation for” Woodfords
< property owners, Clark said. /

Teibyne photo by Jim

ALAN PINKERTON, a us. Forest Service fire analyst, explains his
department’s efforts in fighting the 6, 500-acre fire near Wood-
fords ata press conference in Reno Thursday

.
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hat.; really- bother . me,ﬂ
« they-told us if we were fighting: |

Shumway

. (Contlnued from Fage 1)

- More than two dozen homes and
‘numerous- outbuildings burned

ito the ‘ground. Dozens ‘of other

homes were damaged.

. Many  of ithe fire" victims, ’
.county supervisors and - the*’
“chief of the Woodfords volun-.
‘ teer fire department have call-
- ed for an mdependent investiga-":
*'tion of the Suppression effort.

Among their complaints are

“I think it is pramature at

this . ]uncture to have a:Shum-.;
.way commission if ».ou will, as >
has been suggested. He recog-
. nizes the unhappiness on the £
part of the residents. It's a very -

tragic situation." If- there are

areas. where improvements can . .
'be made, he’ll bring that to the "
-attention of the Bureau of Land

-Management and the Forest- .

. Service,” Seeger said.

 Tahoe Daily Tribune Page Fifteen .
But Chris Seeger, Shumway’s - -
. chief of staff, said that it is r{ot
‘time yet to set up a formal in-:
S = svestigation. ‘
declared controlled Aug. 2.

o

-rwwwu"

ere a‘lot, of heroés, a lot of people who dld a
1ghtmo ‘the fire and risking their lives,”

The Forest Service-is critiquing the fire
| 1 ,tudy whlch lel take months, f;re ofﬁ
TeFrryBa dolp_ aid. B




2 under attack’ by citizens of Al-

.-pine County, defended the han-

.. homes and charred thousands
"f:":"Of acres in Woodfords, Calif

' visor Jim Nelson said all indications

-+ ment ~and “Forest | Service “crews

“ could control the Sierra blaze when ’
>;;~.dealmg with a different strategy,” -

At ‘broke out July-29 1n a [canyon _.».Nelson 'said. ““You have to take a

! defensive post, and the first thinga -

g Crtizens in the small communi-;w?

; campground.

ty 30 miles south of Carson City
- have complained"that the gfederal

o property losses

- ﬁ“\’srv ~__\4

! nothing to save homes

;> But Nelson said that the volun-\
' ‘teers were ot needed at the time.’

He :said the :volunteer crew was

~trained primarily in structure fires,
: and none were threatened initially =

;;‘-turned into a ravagmg mferno, :

? agency turned away voluntéergand

. whipped by 35 mile'an hour winds__ ;

i.and fueled by tinder-dry brush

L “We could not have predicted
";the drastic wind change, Nelson
" sald.
::xevent" T

“He said that as the fxre spread

. beyond .control, -firefighters were .

~foreed to take a defensive stance to

“It was. an unanticipated S

?v_':__»he said.

-Tun for their lives.”

‘Computer Pro]ecllons
’mismanaged the fire, contributing " 1

amount of resources we could have

. dling of last weeK’s devastating .used to stop it. If the winds hadn't

*brush .fire that ‘destroyed 24 {'changed, we would have gotten‘that o

-7 Afire " he said.., .
""" Nelson sald the winds cre(a;te‘;?,;i‘i a'
"*. firestorm, sending ‘burning debyis -~

Toiyabe National Forest Super- * hundreds of yards through the“air :

“ were that Bureau of Land Manage- . f‘;and shooting flames 200 fee hl

“When that happens, you re .

lot of guys have to do is virtually:

englnes

“They rlsked ‘their

' there (and) saved ‘the: majorityvof‘ ‘
homes without- losing ‘one lifeor. - |
having™ ‘one - significant” injm‘y
‘That’s a .remarkable accomplish-
‘ment consxdering the situation:we . |

were rn "

< Fire’ manager Stan ‘Fitzgerald L
‘saxd that investigators determined

“the fire was caused ‘by.a’ human'

B bemg,” apd possxbly was delxberate-_ N

ly set. L i

“We have not ruled oat arson:’f.

1 He said that’ computer projec-,;' 2
. tions calculated it would have taken" -

~g 600 firefighters on the §cene to stop

. the fire withinan, hour afterit start-,

o ed” around 11:30 a.m. He said. 400
! were'on the lines by 6 pm., and by -
- midnight an army of 1,300 had ar- -
§.rived equlpped with more than 100 -

rly on the scene only to be sent ;

“away, and that . flrefighters' _didr : Nelson’ pra 1sed b o re than o

11500 tirefighters who battled the -
blaze saying they dxd an outstahd- 1




“wiped away.: With little. f

- organization, nelghbox‘s an

led by the local volunteer'
1remen and pubhcxzed by hand-c;

delivered - notices, " over’ ‘100

residents gathered in thé Wood:

fords fire station’ to dlscuss;,th
questxon of improved@ire protec-

tion for this county which has k-
perienced four' ‘out-of-conttol -

by HEIDI HOPKIN

‘ confhc ing feports on how th

‘itial. flre ‘was-and was not coti

But go

‘A'week after the' Dalton Boy:
rtworks’ beautiful Mesa Vist
‘udxo (umnsured) was' vaporiz
d in'the fire; the’ Daltor Boy:
ok thexr 'second best of ”sho

"Car(r)lyn Vaughn
_clay; { Fred ‘and : Diane’ Holt, * -

graphics; and. Sandxj" Woxzeskx-‘_ﬂ.

Wa}hn drawm ‘

1 and booths ope

'at. 10 a.m; Saturday s activities:




5 Valley Inn will ppen' fo thé pub
- about 9: 45 p. m' -after ; a

" The crltxque ~will * seek “solu I
- tions to problems:in the mltxa US."
, 'response, . mcludmg .how : area \ Qflreﬁghters and
: agencies can better; coordinat (
. efforts as emergency crews ar
. rive on scene, Driscoll said. -
He said the first hours w1ll Te:

~ main closed to allow'more con
structive and caridid talk of yh
at wrong in responding to'the
suly, 29 fire ‘that. burned 550
acres in Alpine County:
Flreflghters hope. to'.come up
“with.'a list " ‘of “recommeéndéd
_ changes that will be available to "
. the publie, unhkepast ears, ac
cordmg to Driséoll.
.- The intent is to find better pro-
..tocol for all ¢ emergenCy Crews —
i,rangmg from ¥ Cahformark

person presents a pro-
blem he will be asked to p‘ esent
a solutlond ” Dl‘l§0011 said.

area to when other orgamzatlons [
arrive on the scene it’s nothing =
but chaos, Tfns is not necessarily

but.. making  available: more
resources that are more respon-.

%D1str1ct to oversee the cnthue .
t-=-“This is not a- special meetmg i llowed to’ask-questions
' re X Th «-'Serme officials helda. - -
pres ‘qﬁ{egepce last " week
responding fo: resxdent’s attacks -
on’ their: handlmg of ‘the blaze. -
Residentsalso. were imadthat

the ' agency sent local volunteers

Hroastror ‘a; glory session, . It’s .
" merely to say we had these pro-
- blems, these are the’ solutxons

u)uld have done more in attack-
ing the fire. that destroyed 24
homes* and’ “caused maJor
-’damage to s1x others '
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mds gushng
miles per hour, turned the initial

. Meanwhilé, many Woodfo

‘residents; who Tost: proper" in
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-that :you .
you’ll need to make a phone cal P
‘That has never been truér than last week; and, .
..on behalf of Contel, I'd like.to publicly’ thank the‘
|- Alpinie Village resxdent who aided in the arrest of '
i two individuals- -accused of: looting ,ugned~out L
- cabinin ‘Alpine Village on Saturday,’Aug.
t+¢ '+ As our.worker's were. restormg telephone ser- :
wvice to'the last few. hotises in’ ‘Alpine Village,an - {1
.‘elderly woman asked one of our, workmen if: thexje .
! was ‘any .way she could ‘rnake .an’emergency - }
- _phone call.She had seen two indlvxduals Jooting |
i ‘one of the buirnt-out homes and wanted toball the . -

!»,, eqtnpment damaged in the fxre in’ the Christian- .

‘son Camp area’ along Carson River’ Road.The
"f equxpment fed telephone hnes mto a burned area
" d

it scovered a pregna ¢ woman
‘ traller, ‘which someh

fy‘our. hlgh standards of serv1o e Co
IIM McFARLAND o

‘would like to ank you, str

1_ “the ; i county

y
such dedxcated people th‘nn thei ‘r‘anks You,
our, offi th

* of the lives and homes of many of our citizens, 1

~ would apprec1ate it if you would thank hos n '
2 yol beh:

- Markleevi!le 2

_ Y ation
" _and the members of your department for the helpl_i
sextended to my department and the citizens of .

proud to ave.




of our son,”” Palmer said.

= After finding --their - 'way out
,yesterday, one of Dennis’ friends
“from Jackson ﬂew a plane over

" He'was last seen dnvmg his -
1980 half-ton 4X4 GMC pickup. It -
: -orange and

asked to call the Douglas, oun

’LShenff’s ‘Office..or’, Palmer m'




. By Kenneth Gosting .
.. Chronicle Correspondent

Ahear, ,pig,aGerman she-

d..a-Berkeley ‘woman "'

named Forest all came together

' rina mélee jn a tent in the woods
..near th approprlately named
- town

.'est Rosengren was holding on to the

squealmg pig for dear life, Forest :

Servrce officials said yesterday

'2»_-‘

The u witting perpetrator in
b, the Sunday incident, rangers said,
| was Daisy,a llopoundpig. ‘who sud-
-denly ‘i ‘nedBlondy, a wildbruin

- _g-g—;

tly, bears have‘a real
f “aft ectron:for pigs’as bacon." -ex-

.- plained Bruce Ungari, a recreation
‘ ;e_Stamslaus Nation- .. ;

. erd the only unnamed party in
. the tale had checked into the Pine

-Mattin | campground ‘with ; Rosen- .

gren the Berkeley woman.

0 dant, hadl to decide whether the pig"

i i ‘ ‘ wrth hospitahzed children t
Y When it wi over, the dog was
v chasmg the bear up a tree, and For- !

- rector of the Furry Friends Founda-¥:
_tion, and her two animal compan-; :
“ions took-a nap to celebrate their-
“victory over the rules, the 2-year-old |:

_& ,

ndthe German ‘shep- .
4 P ‘leash trailing behind, found safety}

-angry dog awa; from the tree w1th {
7‘_' . _‘»jasteak‘ . : :
ey From the start, Daisy proved to

be asource of problems because Pat -

~~Daisy and the dog somehow all es-
“'O’Leary, . the .campground  atten-

_ caped . m)ury in the brawl Ungan

Rosengren convinced O’Leary &;

‘that since Daisy was a pet because ;
‘she is a star attraction for a founda-g

tion that brings ‘animals for: visxts

L LA

While Rosengren executive dl—

—W‘us. "‘t“?r

black bear rushed the tent, Ungari [
said . 0

t

Once inside the growling Blon- :

dy found himself facing the sudden— -

ly awakened German ‘skepherd,’ K
whose angry barks turned the bear/ i
on his heels and sent him rumblmg;
out the front flap toward the tree i

A screaming Rosengren, hold '
ing the squealing pig with a six-foot{

in her car.while O’Leary lured the

OLeary, Rosengren, Biondy,

saxd
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“he snows tarry long into summer .

on the peaks above Bull Ryn Lake,
high in the Carson-Iecberg Wilder-
ness. The granite boulders are smooth

_and warm in the sun, and leopard lilics

od in the glades. From here it's a 3.5-

—mile walk to Debussy’s Sonata for Flute,

Violin and Harp.

The highway that climbs from the
Sierra foothills over the Ebbetts Pass
has much to offer the secker of good
things: bucolic towns like your child-
hood memories, the biggest trees on
carth, swimming holes along a clear
green river, countless places to pitch a
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tent or park an RV, a dazzling high coun-
try of granite, lakes and pines, and a fince
summer festival of classical music.
The Ebbetts Pass road, also known
as State Route 4, runs almost cighty
miles from Angels Camp in the Mother
Lode country to the junction with State
Route 89 on the castern slope of the
Sicrra. Along the way are cnough at-
tractions to fill an idyllic weck-long va-
sation: Angels Camp and Murphys,
where the 49ers scratched and howled;

Calaveras Big Trees State Park, with its

cathedral groves of giant scquoias;
cumpsites in the forests and along lake

By Lynn Ferrin.

shores and river banks; Bear Valley, with
its famous music festival; hundreds of
miles of backcountry hiking trails.

South of the Ebbetts Pass highway is
the magnificent new Carson-Iceberg
Wilderness, which includes 79,000 acres
on the west slope of the Sierra and
81,000 acres of rugged country on the
-ast front of the range.

East of the pass, trout streams rush
through precipitous canyons haunted
by the ghosts of 19th century silver
miners.

Here's a a nice way to begin your
explorations of Ebbetts Pass country:

Artwork by Gage Taylor



Stanislaus River at Big Trees

drive to Murphys, 2,000 feet up in the
shady woods. It was founded in 1848
by John and Daniel Murphy, who
amassed a fortune in gold by using local
Miwoks to work their claim. They
opened a trading post here, and Mur-
phys became a prosperous gold boom-
town which shipped more than $15
million in gold and was home to some
5.000 souls (considerably more than
- today).

Amble down the main street, poking
into century-old stone buildings with
rusty iron doors. Lollygag on a bench.
Poke around the Old Timers Museum
(open in summer 11 to 4, Thursdays
through Sundays). Slip into the Pepper-
mint Stick; your teeth will cringe as you
order up a butterfat and sugar fix: say
mint ice cream melting under slurpy

~hot fudge topped with a glacier of
‘hipped cream and a red-dye cherry.

Now work that off with a long walk
through the back streets of town. Dab-
ble your toes in cold Murphys Creek in
the pretty town park. A mewing kitten
may follow you for a few blocks. A horse
comes to the fence 1o beg for a handful

JIM LONG

Suowe cave, Mokelumne Wilderness

of grass. Babies coo from front-yard yard
playpens. All this may be mundane stuff
for country folks, but sweet indeed to
frazzled escapees from the city. There’s
a touching plaque in front of one house:
“Albert A. Michelson, 1852-1931, lived
here during childhood. He was the first
American scientist to win the Nobel
Prize. Physics, 1907.” Michelson mea-
sured velocity of light, ether drift, stellar
diameters. Imagine all that germinating
in the mind of a small boy, in the middle
of the 19th century, in Ii'l o' Murphys.

If you get restless, there are a few
attractions outside town: the Stevenot
Winery and three limestone caves:
Moaning Cavern, Mercer Caverns and
California Caverns.

For overnighters, Murphys offers two
historic hostelries. The venerable Mur-
phys Hotel, which dates from 1855, has
some rustic rooms in the original build-
ing and a modern motel annex—and a
busy restaurant and bar You'll be in
impressive company—guests who once
registered here include Mark Twain,
Ulysses S. Grant, John Jacob Astor and
Horatio Alger. (Why Murphys? People
came from the world around to marvel
at the Big Trees, and this was a good
place to stop for the night.)

Down the street is a friendly bed and
breakfast inn, Dunbar House, in an 1880
Italianate Victorian. After dinner, its am-
ple white porch is nice for listening to
the crickets and the gurgling creck and
staring out into the very dark night.

When you can wrench yourself away
from all this small town Americana, head
for the high country. The first major
distraction up State Route 4 is a road-
stand called the Red Apple, which dis-
penses fresh cider, apple popsicles and
spiced apple donuts. (Last summer it
had two signs posted side by side: “Yes!

We are open!” and “Sorry! We are’

closed!™)

S\\f‘@"h}n( ﬁ ‘\)f\:\,l\( ‘/(q\_)(‘ 'C[S’ ;

Another few miles up State Route 4
is 4 must-stop: the US. Forest Service
visitor center in Hathaway Pines. Inside
you can pick up all kinds of papers and
brochures to help you enjoy the high
country of the Calaveras Ranger Dis-
trict—rthis part of the Stanislaus Na-
tional Iorest along the Ebbetts Pass road.
Best investment is $1 for the map Stan-
islans National orest. A new map of
the Carson-leebery Wilderness should
be published fater this summer. Also on
sale here are topo maps, field guides
and other publications to help you en-
joy this arca. And it's the place to get a
wilderness permit if you plan to do any
backpacking.

The giant sequoias on parade at Ca-
laveras Big Trees State Park were prob-
ably the first ones seen by early settlers.
The word spread to an incredulous
world, and during the 1850s travelers
streamed here from everywhere to sce
for themselves. Entrepreneurs stripped
the bark off one of the trees and reas-
sembled it in exhibition halls in New
York and London. On the remains, Big
Stump, they built a dance pavilion which
later became a church and a newspaper
office. (The felled trunk became, it is
said, a saloon and bowling alley.)

They gave the most impressive trees
some dumb names, like Damon and Py-
thias, Siamese Twins, Belle of the Lawn,
and The Three Graces. (They even
named them after real people. There
are perfectly nice sequoia trees called
Alexander von Humboldt, Avonia Jones,
and Commander Elmer Reynolds.) An
easy one-mile trail wanders through the
North Grove where these luminaries
stand; it can be done in a wheelchair
(available at the Visitor Center ) and there
is a guide in Braille.

The park also has several miles of

- hiking trails, a couple of large camp-

grounds popular with families in
summer, a few secluded walk-in
“environmental campsites,” picnic areas,
divine swimming in the Stanislaus River,
and a busy summer schedule of camp-
fire programs and ranger-guided walks.
Some dedicated volunteers run the small
visitor center, which has a slide show
and exhibits on the park’s natural his-
tory: pressed wildflowers, birds and
mammals. Several good natural history
books and park trail guides are for sale
here, too.

However, the best thing in the park
is the South Grove, where you can ex-
perience the Sequoiadendron gigan-
terem much as the “discoverers” did, or
even the Indians who had always known
and revered these majestic trees. It also
will give you a sense of those prehis-
toric forests of sequoias and other red-
woods which dominated the entire
northern hemisphere millions of years
ago.

The South Grove spreads along the
valley of Big Trees Creek for about three
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plating dragonflies and fingerling trout,
then scramble on up to Rock Lake. Later,
come down to an early supper, and thrill
"o a full-dress performance of Rigo-
-.etto. (If you can’t get tickets you might
be able to catch a rehearsal.)

The country east of Bear Valley is a
classic alpine landscape of bright crecks
flowing through wildflower meadows
beneath granite towers and lingering
snowfields. To the north of the highway
is the Mokelumne Wilderness; you can
get a good view of its deep. forbidding
canyons by driving up to the Mt Reba
Ski Area, where there is an overlook.
(For hikers, access to the Mokclumne
is easier from the Carson Pass road far-
ther north.)

The best hiking for casual visitors,
whether they're out for a day or a week,
is south of the highway, in the new Car-
son-Iceberg Wilderness. It was estab-
lished by the Wilderness Act of 1984,
which also expanded the Mokelumne
Wilderness. Says Jeffrey Schaffer, author
of a definitive new guide to the wilder-
ness: “Most of the Carson-Iceberg Wil-
derness is very lightly used. If you avoid
the lakes which are within easy hiking
distance of the big campgrounds, you'll
see few if any people even over a week-
end. Mostly, this is a great wilderness
area if you like canyons, rivers and peaks,

—and it has some excellent fishing
treams.”

Major trailheads along State Route 4

are at Lake Alpine, Silver Valley, Stanis-
laus Meadow and the Mosquito Lakes.
Others arc at the Highland Lakes, a
beautiful 5-mile drive from the high-
way, and from Ebbetts Pass and Wolf
Creek in the Toiyabe National Forest on
the cast side.

- Beyond the Mosquito Lakes, the road
climbs to 8050 feet at Pacific Grade
Summiit, then drops into Hermit Valley,
where you can see remnants of the wa-
gon road from Murphys which ran
through here in the 1850s before head-
ing north toward the Carson Pass. That
routce is probably the same one used
today by the 4WD road running to the
Blue Lakes.

When you reach Ebbetts Pass, at 8,730
feet, it’s nice to get out and stretch your

 legs, read the historical marker, walk a
" ways along the Pacific Crest Trail which

crosses the highway nearby.

East of the pass, the highway skirts
the Kinney Reservoir and drops through
an up-and-down country of shimmer-
ing aspen trees, lodgepole pine and fast-
flowing creeks. To sample the back-
country here, a splendid walk is up
Nobel Creek through a very dramatic
canyon, past beaver ponds and along-
side the swift, shallow waters. Hum-
mingbirds are often at work among the
wildflowers, and high above are snow-

- fields and old lava flows. (You'll find the

traithead at the sharpest switchback.)
After a couple of miles, the trail climbs

reN b -t ! c
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steeply up to mect the Pacific Crest
Trail; it cventually connects with routes
to the Highland Lakes and down the
Wolf Creek drainage.

Further down State Route 4, you'll
pass the site of Silver Mountain City,
founded by Scandinavian miners in the
1860s. According to the marker, 3.000
peoplce lived here when the place
boomed: now you can look through the
chain-link fence at the melting walls of
the old city jail.

The Ebbetts Pass highway deadends
at State Route 89, which climbs east
over Monitor Pass. Turn left instead, and
in a few miles you'll reach wonderful
little Markleeville, seat of Alpine County.
There's an excellent historical museum
here, where you can spend a pleasant
hour or so learning about the silver
mining and pioncer days. And for a grand
finale to your Ebbetts Pass explorations,
drive the four miles up to Grover Hot
Springs State Park and soak for a while
in the big meadow pool. <&

If you're going...

Best CSAA map to use is Lake Tahoe Re-
gion. Campgrounds are listed in the AAA
California-Nevada Campground Directory
under Arnold and Bear Valley.

For information on attractions of Alpine
County, contact Chamber of Commerce, P.O.
Box 265, Markleeville, CA 96120; phone (916)
694-2475.

Continued on page 62

For information contact: Carson City Tourism Authority
1-800-634-8700 Nationwide ® 883-7442 in Nevada * P.O. Box 1416 ® Carson City, NV 89702-1416
or Carson City Chamber of Commerce: (702) 882-1565
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By Marge Knorr

mong Nevada’s many visitors are
some who fly here but never see the
inside of a casino or stand in a buffet
line. Birds find the open ponds, desert
shrublands or mountain forests reason
c¢nough to visit.

West central Nevada has some of the best
bird watching anywhere, according to
Fred Ryser, ornithologist at the University
of Nevada, Reno, who recently published
Birds of the Great Basin. This is the most
comprehensive work ever written about
the bird life of this region.

Ryser, a silver-haired man with the pierc-
ing eyes of a naturalist has studied the birds
of the Great Basin for more than three de-
cades. He says more than 350 species occur
in the Reno-Tahoe area, and many can be
seen from a car.

In the area where the Great Basin meets
the Sierra Nevada, the overlapping of vege-
tation types provides a wide variety of
birds. For example, it is possible to see an
American white pelican in a marsh in east
Reno and, a short time later, see a water
pipit in the alpine tundra just west of town.

For good birding in the Reno-Tahoe area,
Ryser recommends visiting different hab-
itats at different times of the year. There is
excellent birding right in Reno. Almost any
day of the year you can see golden eagles,
hawks or owls.

At Virginia Lake, a few blocks south of
the casino area, one can usually see mer-
gansers, several species of grebes, cormo-
rants, coots and sometimes rare ducks,
such as the Barrow’s goldencye. Overfed
Canada geese are everywhere. They would
like to take over Virginia Lake for their
own sanctuary and are often a nuisance to
motorists, pilots and golfers. A glance up in
the trees around the lake is likely to pro-
duce some roosting black-crowned night
herons.

Idlewild Park, on the Truckee River justa
few blocks west of downtown, is a good
place for water birds in the winter, and
while there visitors should look for mer-
gansers and water ouzels in the river.

Honey Lake, about an hour’s drive north
of Reno, is another good area for wintering
waterfowl. You might see whistling swans,
snow geese and wintering hawks, espe-
cially the ferruginous hawk.

In the valleys, look for birds of prey,
such as Coopers, sharp-shinned, rough-
legged and redtailed hawks. Prairie falcons

usually ar¢ numerous in the Carson and
Washoe valleys, south of Reno. Goshawks
and ferruginous hawks are less common,
and if you're lucky, you might see a merlin
(pigeon hawk).

Spring birding in the Great Basin is es-
pecially rewarding, as there are many mi-
grants during these months. Virginia Lake
occasionally has some diving ducks, such
as ring-necked, canvashack and scaups.
Loons are sometimes seen here, too. The
wood duck (a dull name for a fancy bird)
has been seen in small numbers around Vir-
ginia Lake at all times of the year.

One of the most spectacular sights
around Reno is the American white pelican
at Pyramid Lake. The largest nesting col-
ony in North America is on Anaho Island,

. now a national wildlife refuge. These mag-

nificent birds arrive about mid-March and
remain until the end of August. It is cer-
tainly worth the short drive northeast of
Reno to see them in action.

Ospreys, also known as fish hawks, pass
through here in the spring and are occa-
sionally seen fishing in the lakes and ponds.
They may be nesting around Lake Tahoe or
Marlette Lake.

For sheer drama, there is nothing quite
like the strutting sage grouse. Some ances-
tral strutting grounds are located in Honey
Lake Valley, a short distance from Highway
395, north of Reno. Ryser's description of
the courtship pageant, which occurs in
March and early April, is fascinating.

In the spring, some time should be spent
around mud flats to see migrating shore
birds. Stillwater Wildlife Management
Area, about 35 miles east of Reno, is well-
known for wading birds such as ibis. The
Fernley Wildlife management Area also of-
fers mud flats and marshes. Washoe Lake is
alittle closer to the city and a good place to
see phalaropes, little shorebirds that swim
rather than wade.

There is a marsh in east Reno along
Steamboat Creek that is excellent for water
birds in the spring. Shorebirds such as the
black necked stilt and willet can often be
seen there.

Verdi, a small town just west of Reno, is a

In the valleys, look for birds of prey,
such as Coopers, sharp-shinned, rough-
legged and redtailed hawks. Prairie falcons
usually are numerous in the Carson and
Washoe valleys, south of Reno. Goshawks
and ferruginous hawks are less common,
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Clockwise fro top: White pelians at Pyramid Lake, Yellowbeaded
blackbird, an American avocet at Carson Lake. Below: Red-tailed bawk.

good place for birding in the spring. A
drive down the old road past the firehouse
and over the old bridge is likely to produce
kingfishers and water ouzels along the
Truckee River. The hooded merganser has
been known to nest there.

Summier days in the Great Basin are often
very warm, so bird trips during the sum-
mer should be carefully planned to avoid
the mid-day heat. Visit the shrublands at
lower elevations early in the day or later
in the afternoon when it's cooler and the
birds are more active. It’s possible to see
towhees, sage thrashers and burrowing
owls in the lower shrublands.

There are some fascinating sparrows to
see in the lower elevations. Fox sparrows
are everywhere in Nevada, but one may
also see lark sparrows, sage sparrows and
_the handsome black throated sparrows.

A good summer itinerary is to do the
ower shrublands first, then move to the
pinyon-juniper woodlands in the Virginia
foothills where pinyon jays flock to harvest
pine nuts. Finally, proceed up State Route
431 (Mount Rose Highway) to Lake Tahoe,
stopping along the way to look for wood-
peckers. The white-headed woodpecker

is seen Occasionally near Galena Creek.
Williamson's sapsucker is an uncommon
bird you might be lucky enough to see. An-
other ‘one to look for is the red breasted
sapsucker. In the lower elevations you
are more likely to see yellow bellied
sapsuckers.

Hermit thrushes are usually singing in
the forest a short distance off the highway.
Their haunting, flute-like songs are among
the most memorable in the bird kingdom.

In the open areas, there are dark-eyed
juncos and white crowned sparrows nest-
ing. By mid-July, when the wildflowers are
blooming profusely, this is tremendous
hummingbird country. One is likely to see
such hummingbirds as the black-chinned,
rufous and calliope, North America’s small-
est bird.

Around Lake Tahoe, the most unusual

bird to look for is probably the pileated
woodpecker, almost the size of a crow.
There are still some around—they've been
seen at Bliss State Park on the lake. Other
birds to see there are Clark’s nutcrackers,
solitaires, mountain and western bluebirds,
Steller’s jays, juncos, several species of
swallows and chipping sparrows. -~
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By Steven A. Capps

EXAMINER SACRAMENTO BUREAU

WOODFORDS, Alpine County —
Some residents of this tiny Sierra
comamunity say the federal govern-

- ment so badiy. botched the job of.
‘fighting a big forest fire here two

weeks ago that they no longer frust
them with their lives or property.
I town meetings and at local

gathering spots, the_talk. up here on

‘the eastern. slope .of Cglifornia’s

least-populated county isof throw-

ing the U.S. Forest Service firefigh-

ters out and 1nv1t1ng state f1ref1gh—
ters in. .

The controversy stem; from a
forest fire two  weeks ago, the
fourth major blaze in this area near
the Nevada-California state line in
as many years, More than two doz-

en mouritain homes were,destrbyed
in the most recent blaze, and 6,500

-acres of land were charred.

"Eastern Alpine County is one of

_-only two areas in the state where:

private forested lands are not pro-

tected by the California Depart- -

ment of Forestry and Fire Protec-

- tion. Instead, ‘the .CDF ' contracts

with the U.S. Forest Service to pro-

tect. much of the area because its
fire statlon.a are closer than Cahfor
nia’s. !

The system is used in one other

‘remote area near Reno: In turn, the

CDF 'protects some federal: lands
within - California - because its
stations are closer.

But in Alplne County, many peo

— See FIRE, B-8"
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ple have found thé system confus-
ing and frustrating, and the frustra-
tion of local residents grew consid-
erably during the latest fire.

As the blaze grew, one member
of the Alpine County Beard of Su-
pervisors took a Forest Service fire
fruck that was sitting idle in a local
service station and used it to flght
the fire himself.

There were angry . stories of
long-time ranchers who were pre-
* vented from taking their own bull-
dozers into the area to protect their
own property, which later burned.

“There’s two kinds of Forest Ser-
vice' people,” said. the: chief of the
Woodfords volunteer fire depart-
ment, summing up the more rabid
local sentiment. “The ones. that
screw wup and the ones that cover
their asses.” ’

The fire started in a ruggerl cane
yon just west of here July 29. The
blaze was relatively small at first,
but gusting afternoon winds swept
it out of the brushy ravine and onto

sever. al forested ridges in the after- .

Z(lOOil

Some people, particularly Wood—
fords Fire Chief Dave Zeilmer, be-
. lieve the fire could have been put

out before it spread, and that not

enough was done to protect homes
once it did get out of control. =
Woodiords volunteers were the
first to arrive ‘at the fire when it
broke: out about 11:30 am. on ' a
" steep'mountainside in a roclxy‘ can-
yon near the Crystal Springs camp-
" ground. No one yet knows how the
fire started but investigators be-
lieve it was caused by people.
‘Zellmer said’ his ' volunteers re-
ported the fire was “about the size
of a pickup hood” when they got
there. The first Forest Service fire-
fighters arrived a few minutes later
and told the volunteers to leave
that they were not needed.:
. Zelimer said it was a- long time
before the Forest Service even: be-

gan fighting the fire, “My people

were concerned: because:the :fire

was still burning and they (Forest
Service firefighters) were still put-
-ting on their clothes.  All this time

they were telling them, ‘No prob
lem,””? Zellmer said. -+ k
“So my guys get even more con»

- taking over the area. “CI)F has fo

- our position,” said Deputy  Chief;
.-Dick Ernest. “We want it to remamg

cerned and the Forest Service tells
them, “We: don't’ want vyou up
around the fire because if it’s man-
“caused,” you  might  des’ roy ev1-
dence.’: .

- “They kept telling us 1t was theu‘
fire, they would take care of it,” he
said.

Three hours after the :lire start-
ed, it was out of control anil Zellmer
called for mutual aid fron. all near-
by departments in Califcrnia and .
Nevada. Eventually, 1,500 firefigh-
ters were called in from four states.

Zellmer laid 'some of the blame.
for initial delays on:bureaucratic:
wrangling between the Forest Ser-
vice and :the U.S, Bureau of Land
Management, which also ‘has fire-
. fighting reuponmblhty in the re-

gion. FRamn
“Here you've got two blg bureau-
cracies' at loggerheads,” Zellmer
said. “T've seen them at a lightning
strike arguing about who has juris-
diction. It becomes a game with

- these people and the losers are the‘_‘

people of-Alpine County.
© "“We want the Forest Serv;ce 0
of here,” he said.
. -California forestry officials hav
notshown a great deal of interest i

years contracted with the USFS,}
and this incident does not change:

thlsway” :

The Forest | erv1ce has mam—\
tained that it fo ight the fire prop-
“erly, especially given the extreme
conditions that cleveloped after it
started. Afternocn:winds: forecast
at 15 mph developed to twice that.

“I'won’t apologize for our. fire-
fighters,” Jim Nelson, Toiyabe Na-
tional : Forest supervisor, said. at a
tense news conference in Reno af-
ter the fire.“We saved:100 homes
without any injuries.”:
. He said Woodfords, volunteers
were sent away fi'om the blaze be-
cause their: fire {ruck and equip-. -
ment was designed to fight struc-
ture fires, not wﬂdland conflagra-»
tmns :

- Under the f1re protectlon system
_in eastern Alpine (ounty, Zelimer's
" velunteers are supposed to be re-

spugsible for structure fires, while'

Exam'w\ef 8 "l "87

the federal govemment handles'

“wildland blazes.
Another problem facing federal
firefighters is the changing nature
- of"the.area, Nelson argued. More

. and more homes are being built in -

remote areas, he said, and residents
need to.do more to protect their
own property: ;

Still, some I"ESIdeFtb think: the
immediate answer to. their con-
cerns is to shift wildland fire pro-

. tection to the state, whose firefigh-
ters presumably would live in the
area they would be assigned to pro-
tect.:

: “I’m not saying that if we get
those red (CDF). trucks in here,
there'aren’t going to be any more

fires,” said Zellmer. “But the Forest

“Service flghts fires here fora living.
We put out fires for survival.” |

_ It would probably take years for
the CDF to move in. The local Board
of Supervisors would have to peti-
tion the CDF to drop its contract
with the Forest Service, which ex:
pires next summer, and bmld anew
facﬂlty here.

* Eric Jung, a superwsm from
Bear Valley, said the board is egn-
mdexmg the idea. “There’s a lot pf
anger right now and not a lot of
information .at this pomt " he said
said. "

Assemblyman Norm Waters, D-
Plymouth, has promised to help the
local board if it decides to oetltlon
for state fire protection.

!
1




"Alpine wants feds

to probe fire effort |

—r;lhl)e, Dat Tr', b()ﬂ o -
y JIM DIPES S/(O
Tribune Staff Writer ( %7
The Alpine County Board of
Supervisors Tuesday formally
called for a federal investiga-

tion of the Woodfords fire, after

the chairman said organization
of firefighting efforts ‘flat out
didn’t work.”

The board also decided to look

into havmg the Cahforma De--

partment of Forestry handle fi-
re protection of private lands in
the county, instead of the U.S.

Forest Service, target of heavy

local criticism over handling of
the fire.

The supervisors acted follow-
ing an Aug. 13 workshop firefi-

{See ALPINE, Page 14)
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Alpine

(Continued from Page 1)

ghting agencies held in Minden
.to explore problems that came
up during the fire, which broke
out July 29 and destroyed more
than tweo dozen homes ‘and
charred 6,550 acres. Super-
visors Eric Jung and Chris

Gansberg Jr. attended that -

meeting.

Problems raised at the
meeting were numerous. They
included poor communications
and coordination, inability to
find the keys to open up fire
- hydrants, spotty information on
where water could be tapped,
inadequate water tender ser-
vice, slow air support, insuffi-
cient clearance of dry vegeta-
tion on private property, inade-
quate sightseer control, ineffi-
cient use. of personnel and

equipment, and downed power

lines blocking fire engines.
Alpine County District At-
torney Hank Murdock said

lawsuits against the Forest Ser- -

" vice are on the way. “It’s no
longet'a vague maybe, it’s posi-
tive fact,” Murdock said. .

Jung, chairman of the Alpine
board, said he hopes an in-

vestigation will point out solu--

tions to “‘shape up. the whole fi-
refighting process.’

‘““The overall organization
was terrible,” Jung said. Indi-
vidual firefighters ‘‘didn’t know
who was in charge, who to talk
to in the field,”” he complained.

Jung said he wants Rep.
Norm Shumway, who will hold
a 7 p.m. town meeting at Turtle
Rock Park tonight, to lead the
investigation. The Forest Ser-
vice should not lead the probe,
Jung said.

The Forest Service presently
provides fire protection to Al-
pine County’s private lands un-
der contract to CDF. The
supervisors will -look into hav-
ing CDF handle fire protection

directly, although Jung said he -

wanted to move with caution
“s0 we know what we may be
getting ourselves into.”

Alpine resident Len Doyal

urged the board to strongly con-
sider CDF protection. He pro-

vided a letter from a Tuolumne-
‘County resident which said CDF* -

has an ‘*‘aggressive’” fire pre-

vention and attack program,

while the Forest Service
“seems bent on ignoring” fire
protection needs.

.

But the Forest Servxce and a

CDF representative said.
" organization of the ﬁre battle -

was effective.

given the conditions,” said John
Swanson, Carson d1str1ct ranger
for the T01yabe National Forest.
“I've never seen any bettér and

T've been involved in a lot of .

large fires.”
He said it is easy for laymen

to believe that the ‘“‘organized’

chaos” of a fire battle is not be-
ing handled well.

Dave Ortegel of the CDF s
Tuolumne-Calaveras ranger
district said,'“There are always
some problems in the initial at-
tack of a major incident. It is
perceived by the outsider as not
being terribly organized.”

Swanson said the Forest Ser-
vice will be “happy to cooperate
withan mvestlgatmn

In addmon he sald the
“Forest Service ‘in no ‘way op-
poses the proposal made by the

board. We'll do what were’
asked to do. If the board wants .
to go with CDF that’s fme w1th‘- .

us.” - B

Swanson said the major pro-
blem that came out of the
Minden meeting was .com:-
munications. ‘“We’ve got. to be ..

able to talk to each other, to

know where to go, where the
prlorltles are,” he said.
He said the Forest Service is

“;“‘making progress” on improv-
“The organization was superb

‘ing its comnmunications.
The communications problem

-involved more than radios, said
‘Bill Driscoll, chief of the East

Fork Fire Protection District in

‘Douglas County, who organized

the meeting.
“It was communication in ev-

ery fofm. It was the local peo-

ple not knowing the Forest Ser-

- vice’s protocol and procedures.

It was the Forest Service not
knowing the local people’s ca-
pabilities,” Driscoll said.

Another set of problems in-
volved “inefficient use of local
resources.”’

“What I hoped to accomplish
was to develop a list of dif-

- ficulties, everybody. take them
. home and see if it will help

them,” Driscoll said.

But -he warned that fire
disasters are inevitable in areas
where people live close to fire-
prone forests and wildlands. -

“To say this won’t happen

‘again is really naive,” he said.
“You assume a certain amount "

of risk when you move to the
lake up there or the Carson
Valley- down here. You can’t

expect: firefighters to prevent *
- that completely,’" he said.
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Fire victims attack
Forest Service

By John Cox
Eee Staff Writer -

WOODFORDS — The fire was
‘moving with the sound of a thousand
freioht fraine when it bit Jack Dov-

* al’s house, and he knew there was no
savmg it, '

= Doy Jal ran-down and threw himgelf
mto an irrigation canal to withstand
the heat and ran back to his son’s
house just across the road.

Tts yellow paint was liquid to his
touch. Thermal-pane windows were
cracking. - Flames were. licking up
the sides of a woodpile of rich pine
20" feet away. Lynn Doyal's house
wag about to.go.

Right there in the dirt road in the
middle of this hell were three U.S.
Bureau of Land Management water-
pump trucks paid for by Jack Doy-
.al’s taxes, and crews of several
young men — doing nothing. ‘

He screamed at them, “This house
in going to burn'ii we can’t get water
on it!” ‘

“I'm sorry, sir,” he recalls the
young government man saying, “but
-T'cannot fight strlicture fires.”

Doyal replied that a burning

woodpile was not a structure fire,
'bu" his rage was too much to contain.
. According to Doyal, the 66-year-
old welterweight let go with a right-
hand punch that caught the young
man squarely on the left jaw and
knocked him fiat.

Then Doyal yanked the hose from
a reel on the truck, sprayed the




Continued from page Al
woodpile, and Lyon Doyal's house was
saved from the fire of Acorn Canyon.

Around the.canyon on another front of
the fire, where the pine forest gives way
to chaparral above Carson Valley, Ellen
Guyette ran down to where a U.S. Forest
Service truck was parked with the young
crew inside, doing nothing.

She pleaded with them to drive up and
help save her house. They rolled up the
windows of the truck and drove up the
road, leaving her there, hysterical, on her
knees in the dirt.

Her house, heavily damaged but saved
by volunteers, still stands in the charred
land.

In Reno, Forest Service information of-
ficer Jerry Snow noted that Forest Ser-
vice crews are not trained for structure
fires, but “when there’s homes threat-
ened, we do -everything we can to help
protect those homes.” He said the agency
knew of no instance when help was de-
nied.

But Alpine County, a mouse of a Cali-
fornia county with 1,200 pecple and less
than 700 reglstered voters, is roaring
mad.

About a third of what was once a beau-
tiful mountain settlement is gone — 24
houses burned to the ground in the first
nine hours of the fire July 29.

Now there is this enormous scar — .

‘6,600 acres that look like the landscape of
some black planet. A thundershower last
‘week raised the stench of wet ashes.

Local officials and townsfolk are de-

‘manding an investigation of the way fed-

eral agencies fought the fire — or didn’t
fight it. But the political clout of this little

area on the eastern slope of the Sierra Ne- -
vada south of LakrekTahoe is'so slight that

residents fear their voices won’t be
heard.

“We might not be valued so much in
other people s eyes, but it’s everything we

have,” said county Fire Chief: David Zell-~
mer, a volunteer. “It’s valued as much as

the governor’s mansion sitting in Sacra-
mento, when you come right.down to it.”

Acorn was the third disastrous Alpine
County wildfire in four years, and people
are frightened by what they see as a pat-
tern of federal agency arrogance and in-
eptitude.

The first call came at 11:32 a.m. that
Wednesday. Hardly more than a single’

tree was burning several yards up the
steep, rocky south side of the canyon
above the west fork of the Carson River
three miles west of town.

A Forest Service crew was first on the
scene. Zellmer says the Woodfords Volun-
teer Fire Department was told almost im-
mediately on its arrival that it was not
needed and not welcome, that this was a
Forest Service job.

The Forest Service report called the
decision to release the volunteers “a
sound one and in retrospect (it) turned
out to be extremely wise in that the truck
was available .for structure protection,
rather than tied up with the initial at-
tack.”

Indeed, according to Zellmer, it was de-
scribed by one Forest Service official as a
“textbook situation™ that provided an ide-
al “training session” for the crew. And if'it
were a ‘man-caused fire, they didn’t want
volunteers stomping around up there de-
stroying evidence.

It so happened that among many who.
stopped there about then was Lyle Smith,

‘who retired after 35 years with the Forest

Service, including nine years as ranger of

this Toiyabe National Forest district.
“They didn't seem to be in any hurry to

get a line around that fire,” Smith recal-

led last week. Winds were calm, and less
then anacre was burning even an hour af-
ter the first call, but nobody was sent up
theré 'to do the shovel and water-pack
“grunt work” ot putting it out.

. Instead, an air drop was ordered. It
took 45 minutes for the small tanker fo
clear the mountaintops from Sonora, and
the borate it dropped didn’t put out the
fire. Still, at 1:10 p.m., Toiyabe headquar-
ters at Washoe Lake, Nev., radioed the
Forest Service commander to order “all
volunteers away from the fire.”

About 2 p.m., afternoon winds, Wthh
are' common to the area, came down the
canyon and the fire took off to the east.

About 3 p.m., volunteer Chief Zellmer
issued an emergency mutual-aid appeal
to all surrounding communities.

Shortly thereafter, he watched in hor-
ror as a Forest Service pickup truck
stopped along Highway 88 maybe a quar-
ter-mile ahead of the flames. Two men ig-
nited thick manzanita underbrush, telling
Zelimer they were creating a backfire
firebreak, and then sped away.

“Then we had iwo major fires,” he said.
It was this second fire that ignited Jack
Doval’s and nine other houses in the litile
Alpine Valley subdivision, Zellmer main-
tairns.

“I’m not saying this fire might not have
dore the same thing,” he said of the ap-
proaching firestorm, but the uncontrolled
backfire “took precious time away from
us.” -

The Forest Service review called the
backfire “prudent and in line with normal
procedure.” ‘

I took several days to douse the flames
completely, but all the damage was done
between early afternoon and nightfall
thar first day.

Touring the devastation last week, Zell-
mer pointed out numerous places where
volunteers from 'throughout the region
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pitched in -— and where federal firefight-
ers refused.

“They just flagrantly wouldn’t help,” he
sald. One Forest Service crewman told
him, “You find my supervisor, and he’ll
tell me what to do.”

County Supervisor Chris Gansberg Jr.
commandeered a Forest Service tank
truck left idle in a Woodfords repair shop
and when he returned it he was threat-
ened by the Forest Service with arrest.

Smith, who considers himself an expert
on the subject because of his nine years as
a Toiyabe ranger, said the Forest Service
has created a “bureaucratic monster”
that is unable to move quickly.

“They have to amass huge amounts of
men, money and machines before they
can attack a fire,” he said. “By that time,
the fire has gone over the mountain.”

The Forest Service report categorically
rejects Smith’s description.

“After reviewing the actions that affect-
ed the suppression actions taken on the
fire, the reviewers concluded that the ac-
tions taken appeared to be appropriate
and the success of the Acorn/fire was that
suppression efforts saved over 1060
homes,” the Forest Service said.

These may not be the last words on the
subject, however. Rep. Norman Shum-
way, R-Stockton, asked last week for an
investigation by the Department of Agri-
culture, parent agency of the Forest Ser-
vice. Local officials continue to press for
more independent probes at the state and
federal level.

Meanwhile, says Zellmer, tales of the
Acorn fire are generating alarm in other
communities that depend on federal fire
protection.

“All these people, clear over Kingsbury
grade, clear down the west side of the
Carson Valley, they’re scared to death
right now,” he said. “They have every
right to be.”
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" by DAVE PRICE '
Sports editor

! University of Pacific' in Stockton. - He-
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Chacon Looklng ahead

Contlnued from page 1
(Llsa 15) who is right behind him.”

His parents, Sam and Joan Chacon, have

always been there to watch their two chlldren

- play tennis.

“We’ve been to all of them. We didn’t get to go

‘to Europe when Sam was on the U.S. junicr team,

but those were the only matches we’ve missed,”
said Joan Chacon, who doubles as the girls tennis
coach at Douglas High (her alma mater).

““It has taken up a lot of time. It has been wor- -

thwhile, though, because both have gotten a lot
out of tennis,” she added. “Both are competitive,

they have been since they were very young; and
they’re both willing to work hard at something,
no matter what they do.”
At this time, however, Sam Chacon said tennis

" isp’t the main concern in his life. He’s looking

forward to four years ahead at the University of
Pacific in Stockton, Calif.

“Academics is definitely No. 1. That’s why I
chose Pacific: It’s high in academics,” Chacon
said. “Iwant to play on the team down there, and

- I'-want to play the best I can.

“I would think the NCAAs would be a possibili-
ty because down there I'm only gonna get
better 7



amazing to see somebod
t hard.;The only proble:
n susceptible to injury
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arthern Nevada qualifying tournament. He ha
-advanced to the semifinals and was leading Ryan
- Burgess (the eventual state champion) when he
‘forced:to Tetire,The injury prevented him =

e state finals this past weekend .

SAIt- seems - . every ;time" T get g(;ing,-
omething . else  happens,”” Chacon . shrugged,
“This has been a bad year for me as far as in

That doesn’t detract from his ability, both on
nd off the court. - - 7 7.

ty incredible kid. It takes qlite a:
redch the_level he has,” Buell
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Record
by TREVA ZELLER
- Staff writer

U.S. Rep. Norm Shumway
was scheduled to tour the fire-
torn Woodfords area Wednesday
in light of a request for a con-
gressional investigation into the
handling of the July 29 Acorn
Fire.

Alpine County supervisors
Tuesday made the request for a
separate probe into the fire,
.which last month burned two
dozen homes, charred 6,500
_acres and caused more than $5
million in damage.

30/‘37
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Residents claim the U.S.
Forest Service underestimated
the fire's potential. They also
question the agency’s early deci-
sion to turn away volunteer
firefighters,

Shumway also was expected
to attend a 7 p.m. Wednesday

town meeting at Turtle Rock"

Park on Highway 89, where
supervisors are expected to pre-
sent their resolution,
Supervisors requested that in-
vestigations be separate from
the one being conducted by the
Forest Service. The federal pro-
be should address use of local

~2. " Judy Baker did a bang up JOb»
Y9 on last weekend's Country ‘

(o1

$)

Faire,

In just six weeks she pulled
together good music, activities
and enough booths to make the
event one to be proud of.

r-g The fair has a ragged lnstory
Wi

eakened by political struggles,
circumstances (fires and what-

aJ not), apathy or exhaustion, each
N year it has been pulled together

by frayed threads.

In its seven years, the fair has
ridden the fluctuating tide of
Markleeville’s fortunes, tenuous
at best, Still, itis a fun tlme each
summer.

Judy showed her propen51ty
for fun in the string of bands she

lined up. The musi¢c was a -

highlight of the fair, Saturday’s
music lasted into the evening .
with local musician Dan Murphy-
and the Flexable Flyers pro-
viding tunes and laughs at the
street dance. They shut down at

volunteers, better preventive
fire protection and improved
communications between
firefighting agencies.

The Forest Service is conduc-
ting its own investigation, which
is not expected to be completed
for several days.

“We're aware of the concerns
by many people and we're trying
to be as responsive as possible,
but we don’t want to cut any cor-
ners,’”’ Forest Service
spokesman Doyle Hanks said.

Last week, agency members
from California and Nevada as
. well as the Forest Service met to

go over problems in the initial
response. Thursday’s panel
discussion also sought ways to
improve inter-agency protocol.

East Fork Fire Chief Bill
Driscoll, who moderated the
closed session, said he hoped
agency officials would take to
heart a list of problems and sug-
gestions from the session.

A breakdown in communica-
tion between agencies was the
common thread in discussions
about what went wrong during
the first minutes of the fire,
Driscoll said.

" “The main problems were

communications and not respon-
ding fast enough, or not
recognizing the magnitude of the
fire fast enough,” Driscoll said
following the meeting.

“We didn't get as many solu-
tions as I was hoping for; maybe
it was the contraints of time.
Where it goes from here is up to

. the individual agencies.”

As a result of the meeting,
Driscoll said he would arrange
for Jocal volunteers to train with
Forest Service personnel.
Volunteers will continue their

own training and occasional ses-
sions with the Nevada Division-

10 to the dlsappomtment of the .
crowd, most of which arrlved
“fashlonably late.”

Judy said she was pleased
with the fair.

She ran around at her wit’s
end the last two weeks gathering
all the loose ends. She gives a lot

“of credit to her husband Bill for

his help and to her two
daughters, Melissa and Kerstin,
who put up with late night din-
ners and a wildly irregular
schedule.

That the Bakers are currently
camping out in Indian Creek

_campground looking for a place

to rent in Alpine County didn’t

“help. Several recent job changes

for Bill Baker have left the fami-

‘ly unsettled and without a home,

Since the fire, there aren’t too
many places available, not that
rentals are ever easy to find
‘here,

Even without a phone or the
usual amenities, Judy pulled it

Baker r pulls together successful falr

Letter from
Alpine

by HEIDI HOPKINS

off, Thanks, Judy!

The Markleeville General
Store tug of war team wrested
the championship trophy away
from defending champions Cal
Silver Miners. In the children’s
division, the Camp Fire team
out-tugged the Up With Kids
team.

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT
Up With Kids has purchased
exercise equipment for the

Woodfords Community Center, .

The “weight room” now has a
rowing machine, exercise bicy-
cle, weightlifting machine and
kick bag for karate practice.

Up With Kids also provided

th_ga center With a volleyball set,”

-horseshoes and

a ping pong -
table,

The equipment is available for
public use and a schedule is cur-
rently being drawn up,

pin_e_ iInwake of fire complaints

of Forestry and BLM.
“‘Hopefully it will provide
some person- to-person contact
so that a person in a green
uniform is a person and not just
a Forest Service uniform,”
Driscoll said. “It’s also to better
understand their procedures and
improve communications,”
Woodfords residents have
formed a committee, which is
seeking more protection from '
the California Division .of
Forestry. Spokesman Lynn
Doyal said residents feel that the
state agency would be more
responswe to local needs.



This Wednesday the school
bus grumbled its dinosaur way
through town, incontestably
makirig the change of seasons,
Fall is here.

Days are still . hot but the
nights ' breathe down with a
familiar coolness. Mornings are
crisp., Leaves are, beginning to
turn. The last of the ‘hollyhock

Letter from
o Alpme
S by HEI:)I HOPKINS

. blooms wave goodbye to sum-
mer.

'Gone. are the fu;l creekstand

7

i

brassy winds - of ) month ago.
“Children leave off their summer "
sport ~— dam bulldmg, the even-
ing | blke rldes the long mornings
flshmg —.it’s tlme for school.”
Chattermg and Lbrlght with -

hopes they mxgrate _vllke ;
',swallows back to'the - school’
~halls. Some have flown' the nest
“to'Douglas ' ‘High, ‘facmg 'theé,
f challenge of a new’school inta
“newstate. P

Older resxdents;measure thelr

SUMMER S OVER George Coyan ®
~was one of. many youngsters who"
worked on' the dam at the Iocal

Vo
e pe g A s AN e it et A 4 o

‘sw1mming hole thn summer But

now the creek is' Iow and the knds

re baok m school

LN

Fayl‘l is on lts




"Top topuc

by TREVA ZELLER
Staff writer

U.S. Sen. Chic Hecht, R-Nev.,
said Tuesday he will ask federal
Bureau of Land Management
and U.S. Forest Service officials
to work out problems in their
inter-agency attack on this
region’s forest fires.

The handling of the recent
Acorn [Mire Lopyed a list of con-

of ‘Chat Wlth iglle

Gtond Cowion &/27/87 gli

cerns heard by the senator dur-
ing a stop in Minden on his an-
nual ‘“‘Chat with Chic” tour.

Residents and Douglas County
commissioners Jerry Bing and
Bob Pruett attended the infor-
mal meeting at the Douglas
County Administration Building
that morning.

The senator also heard several
Lake Tahoe issues, ranging from
the apparent loss of federal fun-

ding for a Douglas County Sewer.
Improvement District efﬂuentl
project in Genoa to lands takeni
off the county tax rolls. ‘
““We’ll get our heads}
together,” Hecht said. “TheseL
are the types of problems you 3
don’t hear about in !
Washington.” ;
He urged many people to write .
their complaints in letters and
Continued to page 10

-

Hecht: Holds town meetlng

Continued from page 1

e his staff to communicate at

e federal level.

But it was discussion about the

orest fire just south of Gardner-
ille that prompted many local

omments, including those of

tate Sen. Lawrence Jacobsen of
inden.

He said problems seemed to
boil down to policy differences
and a communication
breakdown among federal agen-
cies and local groups.

‘““The BLM and the Forest Ser-
vice operate under different
policies,” Jacobsen said. ‘“We
have to make sure we know
those policies.”

He added that in the past this
region’s leaders met regularly

to solve firefighting problems -

despite interstate differences, -
with the Woodfords area con-
sidered almost part of Douglas
County. Those discussions in-
cluded local volunteer
firefighters, he said.

‘““When there are inter-state
relations, nothing’s going to run
smoothly because you don’t
know who the boss is,” Jacobsen
said. ‘“‘But we’ve grown
‘'somewhat apart. The federal
agencies have grown to a point
they think they don’t need us
anymore Well, they do need us
initially.”

He said there were many ac-
counts - from residents about
federal firefighters who stood id-
- ly by while the Acorn Fire raged
out of control. A
. “If they’re going to fight fires
with different standards than the

people who live here, then it
doesn’t work,” Jacobsen said.
“It creates bitterness among
those who live here.”

Hecht said he will meet with

- the BLM director and the chief

of the U.S. Forest Service to

.discuss- their handlmg of recent

rangefires.
Some of Hecht’s aides toured

We’ll get our
heads together.
These are the
types of problems
you don’t hear

- about in

Washington.

the fire-damaged areas in Wood-
fords Tuesday afternoon. Hecht
stuck to his scheduled tour of the
Bently Nevada manufacturing
sites in Minden.

“Hecht’s staff suggested that
‘the senator help push for greater

reseeding efforts in the valuable
Sierra watershed and that he

. coordinate efforts with U.S. Rep.

Norm Shumway, who represents
Alpine County.

‘““Although the fire was confin-
ed to California, many people
here own water and grazing
rights in Alpine County,” staff
member Pete Kelley said.

Alpine County supervisors last
week urged both Nevada and
California congressmen to seek
a congressional investigation in-
to the handling of the Acorn
Fire.

In other discussion Tuesday,
Weed Control District manager
Phil Nalder asked if Hecht could
gain federal support for a five-
year weed spraying program.
Much of the area that has to be
sprayed is on federal or state
lands, he said.

Certain noxious weeds harm
area farmers who can’t sell hay
because they may have the
weeds on their property, Nalder
said.

On Tahoe issues, Bing and

- Pruett said greater federal con-

cern should be given to the loss
of property taxes for local
governments in the Basin.

When lands are bought by the
Forest Service, local taxes are

‘dropped. However, counties still

have to pay for services, Pruett
said. He suggested that the -
Forest Servrce help pay for
some services. :

Hecht also heard concerns
from residents who are pushing
for a ftraffic light near ‘the
Zephyr Cove resort to cut down
on numerous -accidents. They -
are seeking Forest Service funds .
to help pay for the light. -



50 YEARS AGO - - :
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TWO MEN ARRESTED. Two prominent Reno
men were arrested at Red Lake ine count
Jast Sunday by Game Warden R.J. Little for-. - !
violating fish and game regulations of the state _
of California. The game warden spec1ﬁcally
charged one man was fishing.with three set
poles while the other was getting along ql:ute
nicely with two poles. v
- _FRENCH RESIDENTS HOLD PICNIC The
~Fretich cblo‘riy of Gardnerville enjoyed &
delightful picnic at the Joe Sario ranch, a feW
. miles this side of Bridgeport ] last Sunday. i
. Followmg a day of ‘'sports of vanous kinds'a
- picnic dinner was served that Wwas thoA
*"enjoyed by those in attendance. .. . v
i ~_IMPROVEMENTS MADE IN ALPINE JAIL, .
Three new steel cells of the most modern type .
- have'been installed in the jail of the Alpine”
county court house at Markleeville. Bullet—proof
‘screens have been placed over the windows. In
connection with this improvement, an oil burn-
-ing furnace is being installed in the court . - -
“house, which will permit proper heating of all -
- county offices and court room which was not -
possible with the heating plant mstalled when
- the building was erected.

B
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by TREVA ZELLER
S

taff writer L

A congressional probe into the
Acorn Fire is unlikely, accor-
ding to U.S. Rep. Norm Shum-
way, who told Woodfords
residents last week he will pur-
sue other avenues if necessary.

“I will get the Forest Service
report, and, if I don’t see objec-
tivity in it, T will pursue it to a
higher level,” Shumway said. “I

.

don’t want to see this happen

arnin 1
apail, -

- He suggested. the federal
General - Accounting Office,
because federal funds for
firefighting are involved, or the
Department of Agriculture, the
authority over the Forest Ser-
vice, could do separate objective
investigations. .
The congressman, a Stockton
Repitblican, made the remarks
after touring areas damaged in

: L - R P LIPS R,
'24 HULLICD allu IC1L dbeVoialr Uuictd

Congressmen hear complat
Congressional inquiry not likely

the July 29 blaze that destroyed_a
substantially damaged. ... .. ...

Alpine County is within Shum-
way'’s district. He had scheduled
many weeks in advance to at-
tend a local town meeting and

altered that dgenda to make the -

tour,. - . :

Alpine County supervisors last.
week: requested. that con- -

gressmen’ from California and
Continued to page 10;

|

i

CONGRESSMAN TOURS, U.S, Rep. Norm
Shumway listens to Woodfords volunteer fire
chlef Dave Zelimer, left, who points to where
the Acorn Canyon fire started. Zellmer also
gave the congressman pictures showing the
fire's slze wheh volunteers arrived, saying that

ms @ bout fi

local firefighters could have put out the blaze
early on if they had been allowed to. In the
background are Alpine County Supervisor's
Assistant Dolph Frisius, left, and Supervisor
John Bennett. R-C photc by Treva Zeller



Shumway Tours 'fl're area

-Contlnued from page 1

Nevada seek a separate congres- .

'sional probe. Many residents:
have attacked the U.S. Forest
Service’s handling of the blaze,

including claims that the agency

underestimated the fire's poten-
tial.

. “If T can expedite the (Forest
Service) reports I'll do so,”
Shumway said. He said a full. .
Forest Service mvestlgatlon
may not be completed until Oc-
tober

The congressman kept qulet" .
durmg most of the tour-last. ~

. Thursday, listening to the com-
plaints of residents.

After hearing one clalm that a.’
BLM crew refused to put out a .
' blaze near a home because they ~
were trained only in handling .
wildland fires and not structure --
fires, Shumway remarked, “It " -
seems like to me the first thlng -

to do is to put the f1re out and
then ask questions.”

He said residents ‘had .
legitimate concerns based on. °

‘what he saw and heard. But he

added that he also wanted to talk .
to U.S, Forest Service officials -

and read their reports.
Supervisor John Bennett, who
lost a home, said res1dents
weren't otit to hang anybody for
mistakes. They are only in-

terested in seeing that it doesn’t -

happen again, he said.

However, the most outspoken“
critic during the tour was Wood-"-

fords volunteer Chief Dave

Zellmer. He said that at least ..
31,100 acres have burned in the.

e e

.

~don’t see’ objec-

-out A
“There’s very little left to burn*
-outside - of Markleeville 1tse1f

past few years near hlS statxon
“More than half of that burned -

“can be attributed to Forest Ser- -

vice backfires,” Zellmer said,
The bhackfire method of attack
involves lighting a fire several
feet ahead of another to create a

“ s
(Y

'volunteers who weére on the |

scene were prepared to fight'a |

fire estimated early cn at only 24 |

square feet in the steep Acorn'.
Canyon. However, federal,

authorities kept them at bay and
finally turned them away after
almost an hour, accordmg to
Zellmer,

“They said they .didn’t- want.

_ volunteers up there because, if it

a wull get the
- Forest Servnce
report, and, if | "

- tivity in'it, | WIII

‘pursueittoa
“higher’ Ievel.

-+ was .a .man-made - fire, they’]l
.. destroy evidence. Nothing was
. .said about puttmg the fire out.”. |

Backflrmg was done un-

by, accordlng to Zellmer )
: He sald those in command did

.. “We were prepared We kept 1
saying we've ggoti-ta-~-do.,
~«something up there,” .he-said.-

I

|
b,

‘~ -i necessarlly, ‘expanding the fu‘e.‘f ‘
+ instead of helping to stop-it and '’
before. enough units could stand _

“not’ call’ for mutual aid from .-
. Douglas County and Carson City :

for almost three hours, He added | .
" that he has witnesses who were :

motorists in the area when the :

fire was first noticed.

Forest Service officials have -

 said they would address con-

. cerns in .their investigations, -
.However, some have said that ..

.- the turning away of volunteers

“break’” i in vegetatxon .
‘‘Sir, we're just about bumed
“he " told. "Shumway.":.

That’s why we rieéd your help.”
~Zellmer -claimed .that

= was a mutual decision and that -
* locals ‘weren’t eq_ulpped for the i

steep terraln

They ve also sald that'

organization of the attack went'
. well considering the speed and
“intensity of the fire as wel] as
weather condltlons

’ ,meetmg with Representative
. "Norm Shumway who was-mak-
_ing ‘his’ standard pre-electlon S

Contlnued from page 1.
. *wood pxles agamst t

the shopping lxst wistfully look

over the things they planned to
finish in the warmth of summer |

but which somehow slipped

through the cracks in all the bus-

tle of fun and confusxon and
tragedy. i ;
Ready i not fall is here.
POLITICAL
; ‘PLACEBO :

Probably’ no one was inspired

- with: confldence inour elected of-

ficials ~during last ‘week’s

rounds ; .
Many 1ssues were ralsed at the

land — but the primary focus of

" the evening was the Woodfords

fire and what Shumway could -
~ (and should) do to help the coun-
ty.

With the bland rhetoric of the
politician, Shumway fielded the

“emotional speeches which.alter-

nately pleaded for and demand-
ed redress after the disaster.,
Lyle Smith, Douglas County
planning commissioner and
former. U.S. Forest Service

- district ranger in this area, read
.a scathing statement about the

Forest Service’s decline in fire
suppression effectiveness.
Ex-congressional aide Jack
Cox, son-in-law of Ed Schalbert
whose home burned to the
ground, brought tears to many

estimas
tion of the next winter, change .
their car’s oil, add antifreeze to -

¥ ‘meeting,~ .the  Equal Bxghts._'
© Amendment and - the ' constitu"
: tionality of federal ownership of

_CONGRESSMAN
"NORM SHUMWAY

eyes with his description of the
four cardboard boxes of thing:
sifted from the ashy rubble — al
that remained after a lifetime o!
marriage. Cox tried to pui
Shumway on the spot as to what
precisely the congressman was
going to do. Shumway hedgec
with aplomb.

Still, Shumway was probably
impressed with the size of the
crowd and the intensity of the
emotions -expressed. Turtle
Rock Park was filled to capaci-
ty. The crowd was noisy and
animated. Politicians
remember these things.

Shumway said the issue was
not appropriate for a congre-
sional investigation but that he
would “‘pursue other avenues.”

I don’t think Alpiners are go-
ing to wait on Shumway.They’ll
pursue their own avenues. The -
issue is not dead.
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Season ends

These three Carson Valley
Bobby Sox recently com-
pleted their- successful
season. Left to right are,
Carson Valley Minors
members front row, An-
nette Ferrey (manager),
Lori Baumann, Lorena
Phelan,- Jannelli Cox,
Michele Hendon, Julie
Whitacre, Amy Tobias, Rox-
ie  Whitacre (chaperone);
back row, Rick Baumann,
(coach), Jenny Wagner,
Joyie Vigil, Diane Hunter,
Kelli Strickland, Mary Ann
Weimer, Carol Mortenson,
Gretchen Stephans, Shelly

Neth, Ross Whitacre

(coach). '

‘Carson Valley White Ma-

jors are, - from left, front
row, Sylvia Simmons, Jen-
ny Valenzuela, Carrie
Dawson, Alecia Alexander,
Jackie Simmons; back row,
Cynn Ann Simas, Deanna
Simas, “Ginger Carlson,
Julie Carlson, Stacy
Rogers, Christy Leegard,
Peggy Pedrojetti
(manager), - Connie
Estabrook (coach). Not pic-
tured: Mary Pedrojetti,
Dana :Sullivan, .-Traci
Sullivan, Melanie Wadding,

7ol

Speedy Dawson (coach).




Qe cord - Cocrier
/3781

Class of 1967
holds a reunlon

The class of 1967 at Douglas

;ngh School celebrated its 20th

reunion with a dinner-dance at

- the Carson Valley Inn.

" Playing all the oldies for the
.. group was Capt. Buddy of
;1 KGVM FM.

" The reunion dmner was held

; Aug 15, and, the next day, a Sun-
"day, a volleyball game featuring
i young and old was played after a
~ family picnic lunch at Lampe

Park.
Special guests of the class

- were faculty members and

spouses J erome Etchegoyhen

(DHS principal at' the time),
‘Joie-Gagon, Mr. and Mrs. Earl |
“Jarrett and Mr. and Mrs. Ed
“Atencio, all of Gardnerville; Mr.
~-and Mrs. Al Modispacher of Vie-

torville, Calif.; Mr. and Mrs.
Grayton~ Burton of Rexburg,

"Idaho; and Mr. and Mrs. O’Neﬂl

Sanders of Reno.

Accordmg to class member
Kathy Mortimer, “It was a great
weekend renewing old friend-
ships.” |



"REUNION. The Douglas High School

\

class of 1967 held a reunion last month,
which ' included dinner at the Carson
Valley Inn. Top row from left are Jim

‘Terry, Jerry Maple, Terry Jacobsen, Brent

Howerton, _Larry Barr' Cathy Rockholm
Crawforth, . Lance Modispacher, Lois

Barr, Nathan Leising, Vickl Pedrojetti
Thurner, Gary Gregory, Bonnie Park
Rasavage - and Mike Kozimko; middie
row, Sam Ludel, Gaye McColium Sim-
mons, Linda Jepsen Stevens, Ken Thran;

Laura Howerton Muncy,  John Adams,

Nina Staricha Prolux, Roland Scarselli,

st

Jean Jackson urnbeaugh‘ Kathy Yim'

Godding, Kathy Kyle Mortimer; and front
row, faculty members Ed Atencio, Earl

-Jarrett, Jerome Etchegoyhen, Joie

Gagon, Helen Modispacher, Grayton Bur- .
ton and O’'Neill Sanders. Not pictured, .
Tonja Dressler. Jay Aldrich photo .



$28,000

Q, Q'Co/‘
. So! far $28,000 has been donated

to the victims of the Acorn fire .

near Woodfords and more is still

~coming in, accordmg to Alpine

Chamber - of . Commerce

secretary Dody Halvorson, .|

uJ" er
. Checks have been made out to
30 different families who have

. lost homes or possessions and a
- total of- $10,000 has been
- distributed., The remainder of

the money will be parceled out,

ot
i LN

this week

Amounts as high as $1, 000 per

donor and as low as $10 have
been mailed .to the Waoodfords

Disaster Rehef Fund, Halvorson :
:'saxd R '

[ETSN

""A benefit Wlll be held at Bear
Valley for the fire victims Oct.

" 10 and 11, For information about

the Disaster Fund or the Mt.

Reba Mountain Bike Rally at’

" Béar Valley, call the chamber at

(916)- 694-2475 or write Alpine .
:'Chamber of Commerce, P.O.
-Box 265, Markleevxlle, Calif.

96120 i
B Anyone who can donate large

. " ... ' appliances, such as washers and
'Many donations come‘from ’
people in Southern California’
-who have frlends in the area she
"added KRR

dryers, refrigerators and

‘freezers, should call 782-7421 or

782-7334,
These are the numbers for

<Larry and Pat Wallace and
 Regina Erb, who along with
~Nonie Higley and Leona

Justinich, are coordinating the

Woodfords Fire Relief Center in’

Gardnerville,
“Lots of people would hke to

.:donate stuff but they don’t want
to drive down to Woodfords "

Mrs. Wallace said.
The Stor-All Co. in Gardner-

-ville donated the use of a storage

unit where items.may be drop-
ped off. Hay for stranded deer
and wild horse herds may also

‘be donated (see Letter from

Alpine, page 14-A).

' Food is welcome, too, in the
form of canned and other non-
perishable items. Food may be
placed in special barrels at

donated to V|ct|ms of Woodfords area flre

Raleys Supermarket in Gard—
nerville.

Mrs, Wallace' sa,ld that many
people in Carson Valley pro-

bably feel that all has been done | -
that can be done for the fire vie-

tims, but that isn't true.”

“When you lose’ a house and'
everything, it's going to take a

* long time to get back on your .’

feet,” she said.

Twenty-four homes were
burned to the ground and several
others badly damaged in the fire
that raged through Woodfords in
late July.




2 The Record-Courler ¢ ,Gardnerville,'Ngiayada_‘. *.September 3, 1987

NEW TREE. Members of the

Douglas High Students”

Against " Driving Drunk
welcome a new iree planted

The previous one had been

cut down by vandals. From :

- . Weissman,
in memory of" Sarita Uhart.”:"
) LaCIare. R- C photo

S left are Mcmque Reno, Hope

“Biersdorff, Jennifer Johnson
Eric ” Whntacre eah
April Liput,
Melanie’ Owen and Eric

Douglas

leading to the arrest and convic-.
tion of the vandals who cut down

County * School
District maintenarice depart- -
ment personnel still are offering .
a $100 reward for information ,

" The tree,:a plague and garden

benches were dedicated in the
- memory of Miss Uhart, who died

ina drunken driving acc1dent in
£ 1985." u

In the wake of the accxdent a V

"Students Against Driving Drunk
The tree was sawed off at the - (SADD) chapter was formed at
base.earlier this ; summersy; & ‘DHS and a Safe-Ride program
Chief ~of maintenance Andy*was begun-(the Safe Ride. pro- -
Costa said, “We gén’ tiwnito 1et‘“"gf'§ﬁ1 resumes Sept. 11), .« v \c,
this“die. We have a ‘message:’ * The SADD band Mirage, made
We're going to find out who did 1tu up of a group of DHS students,
one way or another.” . “has' gained national recogmtlon(»
A new free was planted by Jun Wlth ‘a song they dedicated to:
and Kay Kay Velasquez, owner$ i
of Velasquez Nursery in* Gard-
nerville. The Greenhouse.
Garden Center of Carson City
also had offered to donate a .
tree, Costa said.;;

[

a tree dedicated to Sarita Uhart..
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ANONYMOUS GIFT. Tam x
Shannen Veatch is all smiles

. - after receiving this Chatty
Patty doll from an anonymous

Carson Valley resident.
" Douglas County responded
iike :‘a sister to Alpine
County’s many needs follow-
ing the Acorn fire disaster.
For more details, see Letter
from Alpine. Tom Nagel photo

Douglas responds to Alplne

Three -year-old Tammy Shan-
nen Veatch was the youngest
vietim of the Acorn fire. Nothing
was saved from her home, the
only home she had ever known,

except the family-and their pets:

In one of the many acts of
generosity shown to those who
lost homes
anonymous Carson Valley donor
sent a Chatty Patty doll

specifically to Tammy Shannen.

-As the story was told to Tam-

my Shannen’s mother, Edie, a.
Carson Valley grandmother had -

found the ‘*‘talking’™ doll at a

garage sale. She fixed it up with

clothes and accessories and:""‘,donatlons in the store. ngley"

-and Erb got KGVM to advertise

gave it to her granddaughter. On
receiving the doll, the grand-
daughter said she knew that a
little girl had lost everything in
the fire and she would like the
doll to go to that little girl. -

“Tammy Shannen is thrilled .

- with the gifts,” said Edie.
_ " The .doll reached Tammy
Shannen through a group of Car-

son Valley residents, one of the.

many networks of people that
responded to the disaster. Larry
" Wallace, Nonie Higley, ;Leona
Justinich (all

Raley’s-Gardnerville workers)

Letter from
Alpl

in the fire, an’

by HEIDI HOPKINS»

Larry s w1fe Pat spontaneously

- got together to help the flre v1c-
tims. -
Wallace’ glves credxt to Nome .

Higley for - spearheading . the

group. “She sa whlrlwmd ” he

said. -
They talked to customers in

line at Raley’s and got permis-. -
- sion to put up ‘barrels for food ..

the group and its efforts. .They

. worked with Ellie O’Toole from
.Alpine County in d15tr1butmg :
“donated items.

According to Wallace Carson
Valley residents and busmesses

- were overwhelmmg 1n the1r
'help B .
‘Wallace, a member of the

Gardnervﬂle Volunteer Fire

Department and friend to many
Alpiners, said he lost his home to
fire when he was young and
knows the pain and feeling of

vinge He did eamefthing abniid tho

said.

“I helped the Veatches go
through the debris. There was
..Tammy Shannen, dirty as sin,
helpmg mommy sift through the»
“*ashes. Chris [Taminy Shannen’s::
brother] found his bicycle in the

‘ruins of the garage and you

should have seen him riding off

. down the street on that clackety .

old thing. The tires and seat
were burned off but the cham
still worked.”

Wallace found a bicycle to
give to Chris, too.

Wallace explained that the
local Stor-All donated storage
space and they are still soliciting
donations, especially large ap-
pliances, to be stored until the
burned homes are rebuilt. The

- group can be reached at 782-7421
.or 782-7334. Hay is also needed to

help feed the local deer herd that .

. lost another sxgmflcant portlon

of its winter range. .

The Alpine County Chamber of
Commerce reports that cash:

- donations to the disaster fund

have reached $30,000, well on the

. way to its goal of $50,000. Dona-

tions may be sent to: Woodfords
Fire DNicacter Fyind PO Rov
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Sorensen S plans annual beneﬂt

Sunday, Sept. 13 is the date of -

Sorensen’s Resort’s annual Bir-
thday BBQ Benefit for Alpine

County volunteer firefighters.

‘and the Alpine Children’s
Center. Sorensen’s is also
celebratmg its 111th year.

‘The chicken and ribs barbecue
with all the trimmings will be
held from noon to 8 p.m. with
games, prizes, clown and face-
painting for the kids. -

- The Alpine Trio and Sweet vl
Potato Band will perform all:
afternoon for listening and danc-
-Volleyball,

.ing pleasure.
horseshoes hiking and flshmg

are actxvmes people can enjoy :

during the day. Lodging is also
available for those who wish to
make a weekend of it.

.. Cost is $6 for adults; “$4 for .

children, All proceeds to benefit

the local firefighting associa-
694-2203

tions and chﬂdren s center

Tickets may be purchased in'

‘advance at Aladdin Flowers and : .

Lucky Liquors in Gardnerville;
Woodfords - Station - and"
Sorensen’s Resort in Alpme

-county.

Sorensen’s Resort is ‘located..
just east of the Highways 88/89
junction in Hope Valley and just
15 miles south of Lake Tahoe.

For more information, call :
Sorensen’s Resort. at (916)’- .
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Wreck

A Gardnerville woman was seriously in-
jured in an accident Tuesday on U.S. 395

_near Johnson Lane when a truck hit her car

broadside. Leah Matlack, 23, was later

~taken by Care Flight to St. Mary’s Hospital

in Reno. The Nevada Highway Patrol said

Matlack, who was turning left onto the
highway from Johnson Lane, failed to yield
the right-of-way to a truck heading north on
U.S. 395. She was listed in intensive care
Wednesday morning. R-C photo by Sandi
Wright

T T —




did boast an opera house; a brew

ing population of 2,620 residents.
Today, there are fewer. than 400 resi

the town and fewer than 1, 200 remdents in all of

worman and project direétqr ‘Nane;
Counity Clerk Karen Keebaugh,;Li
Deadrich-Rogers and public inem

she faced :An archivist need.s to, k
state archival law, current conser
preservation techniques and archi
wroperly establish an archives, ;sh

Dr. Printster was hired through-a
the Natjonal Historical Publicatiofs
Commission. Written by Thornburg
of the records commission, the gral
funds fora, tramed archmst to apj

The prOJect ret_elveu supplememal funding and
support from the county Board of; Supervisor:
“The condxtxon of the.records heré.was fau'ly
typical of many county and municipa} archives;”

. said Dr. Prinster aboutthe piles of cardboard.
boxes stuffed with molding documeits she found "
on her arrival. She explained that ‘California has
few codes governing archives and. that most”
ounties don’t have the funding or the t'me'to
seek grants to remedy the situatio
" “It’s a shame. Many valuable 1e001ds have«:,
been lost either through the tossing of old files or
damage due to improper storage.”
Alpine County was commended by, the Califo
nia State Archives at the andual meeting-of:the
County Hlstoncal Records Comnnssxons Not

it e Y 2apig




““This"group has worked: together etter than
any group I 'have been involved with,} said.co!
mlssmn chalrwoman Thornburg abou(: the's

s and | fmé Ieath’erbound‘
the nearly complete collec-

Among the many | ems in the axchlves are L
- 'band- pamted maps of early Alpine County detail-

.ing fences and cabins, records of sole proprletor-, :
ships by wonien (re_corded ina separate book !




Top Tiger -
Lisa Chacon swept past
eight straight opponents at
Wooster and Reed last
week, a performance good
! -enough to earn Douglas
| -High School’s "Athlete of-
.the Week award. Chacon, a
" -sophomore, carried a 12-0 X
. Northern Nevada .AAA -
“ record into a showdown
Tuesday against Manogue.
- The ‘award, - co-sponsored
- by Douglas’ High and
| McDonald’s, is selected -
weekly by athletic director .
Randy Green. R-C photo

i In recent years,.individuals : Paterson said. “It’s tough for
. like Mark McKibben and Sam . them because they’re having to
| Chacon have made . Douglas  play against juniors and seniors,
High School boys tennis a, force - but: they’re coming along.
to reckon with. . Hopefully, they’ll develop into
McKibben is- now at the = good players a couple of years
University of California-Davis, from now.’
Chacon -.at . the - University of. ;= The Tigers have five returnees
: Pacific in, Stockton
-coach: Dan Paterson’i is: facing: a :
rebuilding job this fall.> . :*, Rule and Erick LeClaire, as well
“ “We have 15 players out, but as juniors Aaron Black and Matt
xalf of them are freshmen,” Byrne. ,

i
|
!
|

.AndDouglas : from “last season, including -
“seniors Aaron Tucker, Jason -

Douglas tennis team young

Tucker is the team’s most ex-

perienced player, having played-
the past three years for the .

Douglas varsity. He has played
doubles in the past, but his part-

ner, Dax Godkin, has transfer-
red to Carson ngh and won’t -
- play tennis this fall. ’

Tucker was a bright spot for -
Douglas in a 21-7 loss at home to™~
-Reed last Thursday, as the .
_senior won all three of his

smgles matches
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It has been four weeks since the Acorn fire oc-
curred. During those four weels, there has been no
effort made by our state representatives to visit Al-
pine County. U.S. Rep. Nortnan Shumway, R-Stock-
ton, held a town meeting on Aug. 19, but that had

fused to respond to requests for an investigation in-
to US. Forest Service management of the fire. He
indicated that he would take “appropriate action”
after the release of the Forest Service report. Two
reports were released late last week, and the only
action is that Shumway has announced that there
will be no congressional investigation.

The Forest Service maintains steadfastly that no
errors were made on its part Having the Forest
Service conduct its own investigation is the same as
putting the fox in charge of watching the chickens.

~‘conduct an investigation into this 6,600-acre fire,

of the livable structures in that area), damage to
many others and the loss of several small busi-
nesses. Herefused. Yet he has agreed to investigate
a 500-acre fire near Mammoth in which one home
burned. » ' !

" There have been four large fires in three years
in the Woodfords area. A total of over 31,000 acres

K /78T

been scheduled before the fire occurred. He re-.

Alpine County requested the State Fire Marshall to

which resulted in the loss of 24 homes (28 percent *

'oodfords fire

“between tlie fire and the investigation, the less ac-

& fieed some o

have burned. This is certainly not common. Some-
thing is obviously very wrong. .

An independent investigation into Forest Service
managemsnt of the Acorn fire is badly needed, and
time is of the essence. The longer. the span of time

curate memories will become. Also, we are proba-"
bly still facing at least two months during which
fire conditions will remain extreme.

The problems which concern us are not unique to:
Alpine Cotinty — they are common throughout the
Sierra. Concerns over Forest Service management
practices have been voiced for years both here and
in neighboring communities and cdunties. Many
people here are convinced that the Forest Service

is incapable of carrying out its obligation of protect- .

ing property and lives, not because of lack of dedi-
cation on the part of on-the-line firefighters, but be- "
cause of middle- and upper-level policies, and
bureaucratic apathy and incompetence. And we
feel that the situation is growing steadily worse.

: e } JOEN BENNETT,

i E Supervisor,
' . % , District 3,
{ ' Board of Supervisors,

Alpine County.

Markleeville. .

rmalcy

“What we need now is some
normalcy again,” .said Dave
Kirby, owner of Woodfords Sta-
tion. “‘Summers tend to "be
‘stressful for us up here and this

‘Le,tter from -
- Alpine

“Tenacity,” Dave -called- it.
‘“You see it in the plants that are
starting to-sprout'back after the
fire. You see it in'the people who
are beginning to talk about their

summer was particularly so.
I’'m" glad Labor Day is over.

by HEIDI HOPKINS

futures again.”
The county was dealt another

Maybe things will settle down a
bit. We need to get back to our
lives.”

Dave sighed. July was the best
month ever for his five-year
business. It was a real boon
following on the heels of his
worst winter ever. Then came
July 29 and the Woodfords fire. .

Dave sees it all, sitting at the
crossroads of Highways 88 and

89, serving coffee daily to a

crowd of regulars. He’s a warm
and personable man who runs a
solid business — open 11 hours a

business. His wife Lynda was
“'seriously injured last October in
a head-on collision with a drunk
‘driver. The family has spent the
past year working with Lyndas. in
her struggle to regain her
former health. After-a year of
_therapy and personal deter-
mination Lynda is back on her
feet and will probably reswne
her work at :Caesar’s Tahoe
. sometime nextmonth. ~ "’

. It was a joy watchingvDa.vé
and Lynda dance together at

blow this September with the
death of Leah Dawn Matlack
following a car accident in the
Carson Valley last- week.

“She always was .smiling,”
said resident Marie Bravo of the:
23-year-old Grovers Hot Springs
lifeguard. ‘‘This community
can’t afford to lose people like
that.” { :

Leah’s friends are planting a
tree in her honor.,

.I hope things' settle down. It
has been- a stressful summer.
Maybe we can look forward to

day, seven days a week. He sails

through Alpine County’s social

and political cliques unscathed,

independent and liked by most.

His business invites the sharing

of news and gossip but, he said, |
“I mainly listen.”” . .

Dave heard a‘lot about the
Woodfords fire over the counter.
It was all anybody talked about
during August. S

“The Forest Service didn’t
have the guts to stand up and ad-
mit they might have made some
mistakes, that they were sorry
and they’d make amends to
those who suffered financial loss.
as a result of the fire.” ‘

The people at Woodfords
would have suffered less if they
could have had some personal
response from the Forest Ser--
vice, he added. “We’re a forgiv-
ing bunch of people.”

According to Dave, residents
aren’t going to let the issue drop:
They are making changes in the
way things are which is a
positive step for the community.
And, he notes, most of them are
going to rebuild.

Kirby had other things to

Sqnda}i.

- Sorensen’s. birthday party l;ist

fine fall colors aqd some rain..

i

DA\(E KIRBY -

s



5&,\7

T waé W ?// 7/?7

Letter from the edltor

by STEVE FALCONE

Small thlngs Con3|dered

CHECKING OUT THE COM:
PETITION. Looking through the
daily newspapers that cover
Douglas County, I came across
the following headlines in
stories about the school
district’s recent parent survey:
.In the South Lake Tahoe
newspaper last Friday (Sept.
11) ~ “Douglas schools get an
-*A’; Survey respondents say
they re happy with qualxty of
~education,” -
«Two days later, a story based
on the same survey, appeared

" in the Carson City newspaper ~ -

with this headline — “Parents
- flunk Douglas County
educators,”
You can find our story on the
. survey elsewhere in today’s

‘is always dangerous. That . :

.seems like the idyllic refuge

swnally very large) bake shops ) the Us. Forest Service,
to the ever-growing crowds that
seek a respite on the cool
h11151des )
- It'may even be a better
".getaway than Carson Va]ley,
. the folks there certamly ap-
" preciate visitors more.
- But it's still the farmer’s life
" a bigger’ gamble than a slot .
machme in Néyada — in farm-
. .ing you gei but one pull on,th
" ‘handle each'year. If ‘*early
-freeze’’ comes up on. the re
- " yow're out of luck, -
7...Not to WOITY. thls ye y
Apple Hill folks claim they" ve -
hit the jackpot - a big crop,
* large apples and lots of suga
‘Best in recént memo‘xy th
. say.
Taste for yourself It’sa

. ]etting the Woodfords blaze get
-:--out of hand last month, the
-+ + Forest Service also has been
“.the target of Douglas County
mmissioners’ guns fairly
regularly this year,
« Most recently that consisted
of refusmg to take property at
“Lake Tahoe' purchased by the
Forest Service off the tax roll.
- 'That won’t make much dif-
.ference to the Forest folks, who
aren’t going to pay property .
tax:bills regardless of what
Douglas County commlssxone
say.
uBe51des the loss of property
om the county s tax roll isn't
the Forest Service's fault..Jt {s -
national pohcy, reaffirmed on

paper.
200

THE GRASS IS ALWAYS
GREENER. A trip to Apple Hill

mountainside community,
made up of some of the
friendliest people in the world,

from the workaday world. -
. Many of those who have.
made their homes there work
‘“real” jobs most of the year, -
tending their apple orchards
when they can, Then they spend
a hectic fall selling their ap- -
ples, juice, crafts and baked .
goods (some simply marvelous  hour drive to Applé Hill, Just '
concoctions, like a sour cream - this s1de of Placervrlle on U.S..
apple pie or an apple - 50, - -
cheesecake, both of which are
out of this world) at retail in
mostly small (though occa-

#in the Lake Tahoe area out of .
- private ownership. The
’legislatures of Nevada and
- California have stated that
“policy; so have the federal

voe "‘L '
UNINTENDED CONSE- ".°. .
QUENCES. It’s open seaspp 1'4:

.. Already under fire for allegedly-

seveéral occasions, to take land -’

courts; so did Congress and the :

President as recently as 1980,
when they approved the
Santini-Burton Act; and so have
the voters of Nevada as recent-
ly as just last year.

On the other hand, the com-
missioners’ action last week-

will affect someone: Two pro- -

perty owners who paid their
taxes in advance and then sold

-land to the Forest Service will:
“ not be able to get refunds they
_.were due (albeit small ones) . -
because the commissioners - .
~refused to approve them. ./

. ; LN ] ’ .
INTENDED CONSEQUENCES.
50 the target of the commis-

;sioners’ big guns is the East -
«+ . Fork Swimming Pool Dlstrlct
-‘That's nothing new, Even - -

" people in Clark County are mad

" at the Valley pool district,

A couple of the commis-

‘sioners have complained from
. Day 1 of the pool project,

although they on several occa-
sions gave up opportunities to
drive the project in whatever
direction they wished.

They’ve argued all along that
the pool project should be
treated just like any other pro- -
ject in the county, regardless of
the cost to taxpayers. .

- Pool trustees have not come

" crying to the commissioners,

although they have at times

' grumbled elsewhere about
“some of the expensive work the

county has forced them to .

dertake, .. .
So they asked for a help
from the-commissioners, They

“were turned down; rightly in

my book, but the anger with -

_which the rejection was offered
- suggests some deep feelings
-that go beyond the detaxls of the

project.
Commrssxoner Mtke Flscher

. suggested a joint meeting to get
. grievances out in the open. It’s

not a minute too soon,
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veryday, life begins in Woodfords, California (popu-
_lation 150) at the Woodfords Station, a sort of coffee
- shop and not-so-general store. Over 300 baseball
. caps hang from the rafters, a cup of coffee is fifty
§ cents and the Sacramento Bee, the San Francisco
o - “Chronicle, ‘and the Nevada Appeal are sold along
i wnh the monthly Alpine Enterprise, which is Alpine County’s
7. own publication.
-+ At the counter sit the locals: Older men whose faces are hned
" from years of exposure to the blazing sun and freezing cold,
"+ younger men with long hair and beards, women in business suits
= . stopping for a cup before the drive to Tahoe or Carson, Native
- - Americans who rarely indulge in gossipy camarderie, two lesbian
.- lovers. They are all here, the threads of varying colors and tex-
 tures which' compnse the fabrrc of Alpine, California’s most
sparsely populated county .
_ David Kirby, a man with sﬂvenng beard and hair, a shght
_paunch and a preoccupied manner, pours coffee behind the
- counter and takes customer’s chaecks at the cash register near the
-~ front door. Hei is, like many of the long-term resrdents, a member
o of the local volunteer fire department.
. The television over the counter ‘broadcasts an aerial video of the .
T blackened hﬂls whlch have offlc1ale been termed the ‘Acorn
-f'Fxre As the, camera pans the area of Woodfords, the counter—
' s1tters slowl ‘shake their heads in disgust.
.,~:}>The scree door creaks open and a young man with close-
ooc slack laced boots, dark green trousers and a lighter
B green t—sh1rt y :alks in. When he is given a cup of coffee, he grasps
it with both hands and dnnks it quickly. One by one the counter-
B ii:i sitters turn to stare at the young man sitting at the farthest table.
= At Woodfords Station the upper echelon of the social strata is
'_represented‘by a seat at the counter. When a non-local walks in,
there is a tacit communication that they are to sit at the tables, and
that they will be served in good time. Locals come first.
Up drive the Hertz rentals and Bay Area BMWs, and in walk
the Reebok-ed tourists with their styled hair and twenty-five dollar
. T-shirts. They sit at the tables and you can almost see them delib-
...-erately absorb the 1oca1 color They are in the country and itis oh
... 80 fresh." L
. . The tounsts sense the dlscomfort of the young man dressed in
" green, the tension in the air is palpable, a young woman in a “Big
Ter _ * school sweatshirt captures it all in her journal. Looking over
her shoulder one reads, “. . . the back of their necks are sunburnt
“ and that must be where the term ‘redneck’ originated.”
- The young man takes a dollar bill from his pocket, folds it
~ peatly and sets his cup on top of it. He leaves. The conversations
.. -atthe counter resume. A man in a sport shirt asks Dave Kirby,
© .~ “Do youtake American Express?’
" - One of the older men and one of the younger men are 51tt1ng
side by side; each wearing green and white caps which read
.. ‘Woodfords Volunteer Fire Department.” They watch as the
o young man gets 1nto his green U.s. Forest Service truck.

198RSEI?'£§EMBER:J’HE.IAHOE READER..13




he first news reports were melo-

*.dramatic and coyly insensitive,

* ftying to capture the pyro-drama
"unfolding at the California-

~ Nevada border. Camera crews closed in
o on residents sifting through the burnt
rabble of their homes, hoping to catch a

teary-eyed woman clutching a fragment of
china. They, succeeded and the whole
nation watched.

Bold headlines screamed “27 Homes

" Destroyed, 6,500 Acres Blackened, State

of Emergency Declared ... “
" - But as the ash settled, as electricity
and telephone service were restored, as

" highways were reopened and evacuated
. residents were allowed to return to their

homes the headlines were more sobering,

"“Resxdenls, Forest Service Swap Charges,

. RoadarPnoto

. theareasthlrdmajorﬁremthreeyeaxs,

total of 30,000 plus acres of wildland
have been destroyed. :

Locals call last month’s fire the .
‘Woodfords Fire;” U.S. Forest Service -
officials call it the ‘Acormn Fire’ (a refer-
ence to the canyon in which the fire is
thought to have originated). Whatvever
it’s called it cost reponedly cost 1.5
million dollars to contain the blaze, 5
million dollars in property was destroyed.
Crews totalling 1,500 individuals were

- brought in from 6 westemn states and 250

residents were evacuated.

Chief Zellmer claims that the U.S.
Forest Service displayed poor Judgement
in the early stages of the fire. He gives a
detailed account using his department’s
radio dispatch log and information

John Cassldy: Federal charges filed agalnst him for starting the Fredrlckburg

. Vohmteen Feds Let Tiny Fire Grow, Fire -
chief Calls for “Acorn’ Probe ... *“

" Inadvertently, Woodfords Volunteer
Fire Chief David Zellmer has become a
media star. He is quick to point out that
he has been interviewed by 40 different
media, from major networks to the New

 York Times. He has also learned to spell

his Iast name carefully, and to display an
adeptness with the press.
But unlike most individuals who deal

‘with the news media, Chief Zellmer is not

adiplomat. He is certainly not a politi-
cian; he is, simply put a resident of Alpine
County since 1955 who speaks his mind.
“You bet your ass I'm bitter,” Zellmer
says. “I live with these people. I work
with these people. I socialize with these".
people. They’re all my friends. Their
kids-and my kids were raised together.”
The wildland fire which started on
July 29 eventually blackened 6,600 acres
and destroyed 28 homes in 6 days. It was

fire hava been dlsmlssed

gathered from interviews with volunteexs
who responded to the fire. -

-“The fire call came down at 11.32
AM,” Zellmer begins. “There was a
tourist driving down Woodfords canyon
on State Route 89, eastbound. Skip .
Vietch (assistant sheriff) Gary Helsel
(U.S. Forest Service, middle management
person) and Bob Tucker (deputy sheriff)
were standing near Woodfords Auto just
talking. The tourist stopped and said,
“Did you guys know there was a'fire up
the road?

“They were only three or four minutes
away. As Skip was leaving Woodfords,
he called d:spatch and this is where the

Department (WVFD) was dispatched to-
the fire. They responded immediately and

right behind them came the BLM [Bureau ~

of Land Management] engine. And -
WVED was immediately told that this
was a Forest Service wildland fireand
they would take care of 1t, Zellmer
explains.. :

The responS1b1hty for ﬁ:e pmwcnon .
on private land in Alpine County belongs

to the California Department of Forestry
(CDF) which contracts with the U.S.

.."+ Forest Service (USFS) at 3.2 million dol-
".. lars annually, as part of a5 year contract.

In tum, the USES contracts with the BLM
to help it with fire suppression. On the
morning of the fire, a BLM truck hap-
pened to be at Woodfords.

. “During this time,” Zellmer continues,
“I had five, six, seven; seven, I think,
firefighters at the scene ready to go—
shovels and back pump (five gallon
container carried on the back with a hand-
operated pump) in hand. We were ready,
and numerous times my personnel asked
the Forest Service, ‘Hey, what can we do?

"Letus help.” They said, “No, this is a

classic textbook situation. We’ve gota

. rocky bluff right here, we’ve got the river

right here and there’s no wind, no breeze.
“Also at this time, my people kept

- saying alright, let’s go up and put it out

and take care of it that way.

“They were telling us that they had it
under control, that they didn’t want the
volunteers up around the point of ignition
because they were afraid we would stomp
on evidence in case it was man made.

“Helsel told Vietch the volunteers
were not needed; to go home. Exactly 59

-minutes after the fire was first reported, at

12:31PM, we were told by Gary Helsel,
that there was smoke over in Mesa Vista
[a residential subdivision]. So my people
went over to check it out. We didn’t
know if it was smoke from this fire or if it
was another fire. My people checked the
area, we did see some smoke, but there

- were no flames. At 12:55PM my engine

was back in the bamn at Woodfords; that’s
an hour and 23 minutes from alarm, to
back to the barn.

“Then at 1:10Pm, 15 minutes later,
Toiyabe National Forest dispatch called
all units in Alpine County to secure any of
the volunteer fire departments. In other
words, tell them to go home; they are not
needed. )

“At 2:24PM we were told to roll and
stand by at Crystal Springs for structure
protection and at 2:27PM we come out of
the barn rollmg At 2:33PM I called for

“mutual ai

Zellmer emphasizes that during the
first two hours of the fire, his department
was told on two occasions by USFS per-
sonnel to go home.

. “The first hours are where most of the
controversy is,” Zellmer sighs. “After
that it was total confusion.”

Although the USFS has not been

.particularly forthcoming about the fire,

(claiming that the “investigation is
ongoing”)-they have released statements
defending their actions.

Jim Nelson, supervisor of the Toiyabe
National Forest has stated: “Our review
indicated that our judgement calls were
comrect. Ididn’t see how any homes could
have been saved. The pumper and the |
volunteers wouldn’t have been useful on

" the steep sl
11:32 came in. Woodfords Volunteer Fire . e steep slopes.”

Jerry Snow, public hfomauon officer

* for the USFS, stated: “We put everything

that we had on the fire. We didn’t have
the crews and we didn’t have the people.
One reason some homes survived while
others persihsed,” Snow said, “was God .
didn’t mean for some of them to burmn. “

. He blamed dry brush and highly
flammable shrubbery next to homes for

) igniting structures. But Zellmer counters

that several of the homes which burned
had vegetation totally cleared away and it
was simply the heat of the fire which
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caused them to burn.

Terry Randolph of Toiyabe Nationa
Forest stated, “I feel pretty bad about th
loss of homes, but I’'m proud we were
able to'save 103. It’s normal procedure
when guys get on the fire to make a
judgement of whether it’s a volunteer-
type fire or a Forest Service fire. This
was on a cliff with seven to ten mile per
hour winds. We didn’t know it would
kick up to 35 mile per hour winds. The
weather changed.”

. The Reader’s initial interview with
Fire Chief Zellmer took place over lunct
at Sorensen’s Resort-in Hope Valley.
John Brissenden, the proprietor of the
resort says, “Contrary to the Forest

_ Service, who doesn’t live here, we know

ne reason some
homes survived
while others
perished was Got
didn’t mean for
some of them to
burn.”

—dJerry Snow,
Puplic Informatior
Officer for the
U.S. Forest
Service

which way the wind blows and it blows
hard every afternoon. When they have a
Forest Service person who lives here for
15 years, there may be some trust in the
community.”

An area across from Crystal Springs
Road, approximately 200 yards up a
canyon incline has been determined as the
point of ignition for the fire. It is the spot
Zellmer spoke of earlier.

Presumably, the Forest Service has
taped off the area in order to conduct thei:
investigation. Early reports blame the
start of the fire on “human negligence.”

But all that seems beside the point.
All parties agree (tourists, Woodfords

- Volunteer Fire Department personnel,

U.S. Forest Service personnel) that when
the fire first broke out, it was confined to
an area of approximately 24 square feet.
Zellmer and his personnel contend that
had they been permitted to climb to the
area, they could have extinguished the fire
with their shovels and back pumps before’
the aftemoon winds started up. The locals

- knew the winds would soon begin to gust.

down canyon as they do almost every
afternoon.

“If anybody had gone up there, I don’t
care what kind of hat he wore, it could
have been stopped while it was still a
small fire,” he says. “It was something
like 34 to 36 minutes before they had one
person up there and we're talking only |
200 yards. i

- Lyle Smith, a retired Forest Supervi-
sor, Toiyabe National Forest (he was with
the U.S. Forest Service for 34 years)
claims that he has observed the Forest
Service consistently institute policies in
the past 10 to 15 years that alienate it
further from the community. “When we
were fighting fires we never had any days
like this,” Smith said. “When we hit a
fire, we hit it with everything we had.”

Smith went on to contend that federal !
agencies’ actions are, more often than not,




based on a fear of liability rather than a
sense of the need for action.
* *“Over the years I think the philosophy
of the Forest Service fire personnel has
secome that they are God” Chief Zellmer
—says. “They’re the only professionals.
ey indicate this all the ime. Right -
ke, teﬂmg us o go home: “Them guys,
hey're just a bunch of mountain guys;
hey don’t know what they’re doing. We
ion’t want them around.’
“They get to thinking that their

1elicopters and bombers [airplanes which

irop chemical retardant] can do it all.” All
>f a sudden they don’t need us grunts. I
itill got a hoe, a Shovel, the pack on my .
vack . .. I’m sure there’s a need for infra-
‘ed and helicopters, but there’s still a need
‘or us guys to do the hand work,” he con-
*ludes with exasperation.

Zellmer quotes USFS persormel as
stating that the fire, while'it was in its
zarly stages, was a textbook situation that
‘hey intended to use as a ‘training -
:xercise.” “Go ahead,” he says, “and tell
‘hose guys whose 27 homes are nothing
more than black char ‘. that’s ahell of 2
raining exercise.”

Many residents claim that they were
srevented from saving their homes by law
:nforcement. They also claim that in
nany instances USFS personnel refused
o help fight structure fires because they
were not trained to do so or because they
1ad not been given orders to do so by
heir supervisors.

“We had a lot of problems once the
‘ire got rolling,” Zellmer said. “Our
nutual aid people came in from Reno,
Carson City, Truckee Meadows, East
Fork, Tahoe . . . Those guys would come
n and say, ‘Chief, what do you need,
where do you wantus?’ I’d say,

~Freelance. This is total chaos. Pick
nething. Do something.’

“The only people I can honestly say

OVL'J don’t fight fire

wmdy day. If's
that simple.” -
——John CaSSldy

that refused me [help was U.S. Forest
Service. They stood nght there and said,
*Find my supervisor.” I can honestly say
that on a stack of bibles,” Zellmer says.

The Fire Chief cited incident after
incident of a lack of cooperation between
himself and the USFS. “There were two
4,000 gallon Forest Service tankers
sitting at the Diamond Valley School
[used as a staging area)],” he says. “I was
running out of water at Crystal Springs.
We were holding our own, but I could see
it was starting to get us.

“It had already melted the reflectors
off the trucks, all the hose bed covers
were bumt and gone and the paint was
dripping down the side of the trucks.

“One of the sheriff’s deputies goes
over to the school and says, ‘Hey, the
Chief needs some water at Crystal Springs
and the guys say, ‘Sure.” They start up

the trucks and a Forest Service guy comes

waving his hand and says, ‘F— the Chief,
he ain’t running thxs »* Zellmer con-
cludes. -

On the issue of backﬁres (a situation
where controlled fires are intentionally
~~t to remove fuel in the path of an

‘oming fire), Zellmer becomes clearly
,,,,,, Jignant.

“A canyon is-not the greatest place to

-*put a back fire; es;pecially with winds that

" - 37-year-old man named John Cassidy. .

Jinvestigators charged him with starting

- still charged with failure to use'a spark -

are parallel with the canyon. Whenever -
you set a backfire you have to have some.

sort of line; either man made or natural; ~ -

And most of all” says the Chief, “you’ve
got to have some kind of crew to back up °
on the other side because the wind wxll

" blow the embers across.

‘“They backfired here on Crystal
Springs road with winds in excess of 35..
miles per hour. There was no line except
for some roadway and there were no

_ engines for back up. Two Forest Service
people came in, torched it and got in theu- .

pick up and left.
“The fire went across the pavement,

.got into a dense growth of manazanita,-

created its own wind and that’s what went
through Woodfords and Mesa Vista, -

“The next day after the fire had burngd
through,” the Chief recalls, “they came

= back into Crystal Springs and on'the south

Sy, e

is genérally directed at himself. He refers

RS

to himself as the ‘Fredrickburg Firebug’
and tells-of a time when the volunteers -
were discussing getting jackets made up

- and he picked the name ‘Sparky.’
- . But the humor is there to ease the pain.

- John Cassidy who came to Alpine County

to be alone, has been deeply scarred by
the Fredricksburg ordeal.

He is currently clearing a site for a
new subdivision on Crystal Springs Road,

- directly across and downwind from the

- origin of the Acorn Fire. “When I saw
the smoke” he says, “I thought, oh no,
" anothier one’s starting near me.”
. He was (along with Dave Kirby, Bob
- Tucker, Skip Vietch, Jason Cook and
Bobby Stephens) one of the initial

", 7. »volunteers to the 11:32 A M. dispatch on’

canyon wall there was nothing behind « - - ¥

those houses but nice vegetation. They

had bombed [dropped chemical retardant] - -

and even established a line up on the
ridge. They came in the next day and
backfired that whole ridge. It’s one big’
charred hill that never needed tobe -
bumed in the first place.”

The Acorn Fire is the fourthina -
series of annual fires that have plagued

Alpine County. Last year there was the © .

Fredricksburg Fire which was smallerin ..

scale (burning 3,400 acnes), but no less d
controversial. .
At the center of the controversy isa

Cassidy who was then and is now a

member of the Woodfords-Volunteer Fire

Department, is a native San Franciscan .
who came to Alpine County 12 years ago
for its tranthty :

At the time the Fredncksburg Fxre .
(1986) started, Cassidy was operating his
back hoe near the area of origin. Federal

the fire because the machinery he was .
using allegedly did not have a spark
arrester.

Cassidy maintains that he saw the fire .
start, but that it was some 300 feet away .
and upwind from where he was working. -
Several witnesses claimed that at Jeast
seven vehicles were in the vicinity
(including a motorcycle) as well as
children at play. -

Nonetheless, Federal charges were’
brought against Cassidy (they have since
been dismissed) and he endured nearly a ..
year of attention from both the Federal . " -
and State government personnel. Heis. .-

arrester on grass-covered land under the”
California Public Resources Code, a mis-

. demeanor.

“Just look at this John Cassxdy deal >
Cliief Zellmer says with characteristic

. Alpine County loyalty. “Heé ran around
- here for years, making a living, doing a .

good job, the best he could, without a

- spark arrester on his tractor; He didn’t
know he needed one. He’s done work for - .

the state, the Federal government and the-
county. They never told him he needed
one andzhey hired him to do the work.

“Then they think he may be theone

who started the Fredricksburg Fire: But --

in years past they never said a word about .’

a spark arrester. So where does the 6nus
fall on something like this?” Zellmer asks.
" John Cassidy leans into you as he
talks, and jabs the air with a Camel filter
to make a point. He always makes direct
eye contact and he possesses a wit which |

jeader Pholo

" Tuly29. Along with his fellow residents

" - he fought the fire for its duration.

Cassidy tells of a time shortly after the
fire was brought under control. “We were
all on the ground just exhausted. And this
- reporter from the Record-Courier comes
up and starts asking us questions. She
gets to me and I tell her I don’t want to

".-. talk about it. She keeps pressing and

** Zellmer interrupts and tells her who I am.
She looks back at me,” Cassidy laughs
and says, *“ “You're still here? * “

The story is illustrative of scmething

- that frustrates Alpine County locals and

baffles outsiders. The residents of this

community possess a sense of loyalty that .
- borders on self-righteousness. And that

loyalty is based on trust and honesty.
- Cassidy’s fellow residents rallied
. amund him throughout his ordeal, and he
fought the Fredricksburg Fire as well as
the Acorn Fire. Of course he did; he
lives there.
- Ina place where a sense of community
'is strong, the fabric becomes more tightly
woven in times of tragedy.
“What really bothers me” Cassidy says

“Is the older people. They can’t start -
over. And this fire didn’t have to happen.
On a windy day, you don’t fight fire with
fire. It’s that simple.”

The Alpine County Chamber of
Commerce has set up a relief fund for
local residents. Hoping to raise a total of
$50,000, the committee has already
raised $27,000 ( mostly in local contribu-
tions) and distributed $10,000.

California Lt. Gov. Leo McCarthy
declared a state of emergency, thereby
giving residents who lost their homes a

. tax break when rebuilding, as well as the

possibility of obtaining low interest
federal loans for reconstrcution. )
Both Senator Chic Hecht of Nevada
and Representative Norm Shumway of
California have done a lot of posturing

2 RS ¥ 5 [ . a2 i
David Zellmer, Woodfords Volunteer Fire Chief

about the possibility of pushing for an
investigation of the fire, but no really
strong commitments have been made
(Alpine County has appro;umately 700
voters).

“The beauty of it's gone,” Chief
Zellmer says. “And in our lifetime, we'll
never see it again.

“In my office I don’t have no big
diplomas_or anything that makes me on
the same level as ‘experts.” Idon’t even
pretend to be, But we at Woodfords and
Markleeville, we know how to get out
there on our trucks and put water where
it’s needed,” Zellmer continues. “It may
not be according to the book, but it’s a
survival thing to us—not just a job and
that makes us work harder.”

—Don Regis-Bilar
Additional Research: Candace Kelly,

Lake Tahoe; R. Alan Pryor, Lake Tahoe
and Alpine County -




omething is wrong in the forest. A
W, " rising undercurrent of restless
- . worry pervades. .danger. The
smake fills the air as fear spreads like the
. wildfire behind it.- .

Run—-run fast, get out, where is out?

_ The doe springs off as panic rises leaving
- the fawn confused by the noise and heat
and the live coals that bunr her tender
hooves. Run—the pain is great but the
fear is stronger.

And the fire burns. The lungs gasp for
air but smoke fills them. Panic beats with
the rthythm of her pounding heart. Skin
on fire, delicate ears nearly bumned away,

- eyes blinded by smoke, muzzle bleed-
ing——the fawn’s final collapse is near.

Then, a shift in the wind, and the fire
bums on a course around her. Some of
the panic dies, smothered in exhaustion,
but the pain and thirst g0 on and on.

_ So it would seem for one small
survivor of the recent Woodfords fire.
‘When a fire rushes through their domain,
wild animals only want to get away, but
they don’t know how. According to
Cheryl Millham, Director of Lake Tahoe
Wildlife Refuge Care, “Wild animals do
not think. The fires throws them into a
panic and they only want out.”

Cheryl and her husband maintain the
wildlife refuge in their home. It is an in-
dependent, non-profit, volunteer organiza-

. tion whose function is to raise and
rehabilitate and release orphaned or

. injured wildlife. Although they had no

. official Capacity to cross into the active
fire zone, they stood ready to receive the
injured survivors of the fire referred to
them by the Department of Forestry and
_ the fire fighters. -

_ - Cheryl says that birds have the best ’

,chance in a fire. Most can fly high above
' the flames to safety. However, the ones
* left in the nest don’t stand a chance and
July is nesting season for many of our
native species. Small mammals scatter

.- and run. They don’t have the sense to
burrow below the fire and are often
caught within the flames. The ones that
do go underground still face the possibil-
ity of suffocating as smoke fills their
holes. )

Deer and domestic animals can outrun
the fire, but in their panic, they are often
trapped by the flames. They have no
directional sense and have been known to
tun straight into the path of a fire. One
fire fighter reported seeing a young buck
do just that; he only made it about 50 feet
or so before he dropped and was con-
sumed by the blaze.

§ Orrer Expres Ocroer O, 1987 .
~COUPON NOT GOOD WITH OTHER OFFERS

FIRE BURNS MORE THAN FOREST AND SCRUB

Wlldhfe 1in the Flames

.- Cheryl reminds us that, "l'he main
thing is to be aware that animals can live
through a fire, but many have injuries that
need med.|ca1 care and should not be - *-
picked up...” Anyone seeing asickor .-
injured animal may call Cheryl Millham .
at577-CARE. .

Elwood Davis, Fxsh and Game :
Commissioner for Alpine County, -
estimates that five percent of the deer herd
in the immediate area (roughly 20

- animals) were wiped out.” Most affected -~

were the fawns, though it is hard to say
how many. July is the heaviest fawning
month, so there were many fawns to fall .
victim to the flames. Very young fawns .-
can easily get separated from their .

" mothers.in the confusion, and those that.

survive are easy prey for predators, the
dogs and coyotes that are part of the -
natural clean-up crew. ~. .-

One such orphan was found by a .
resident of the fire area and taken to the
wildlife refuge. The two month old fawn
had extensive bumns to her ears and some :
parts of her body. Her hooves were badly

. burned. The hardened outside covering -

was totally burned away by the live coals
leaving the tender flesh exposed and
prone to infection. She was also havmg
difficulty breadxmg due t0 smoke mhala—
tion. -
Much lovmg care and feedmg were.’
necessary to bring the tiny creature back -
from death’s door. But Cheryl Millham is
happy to report that the little doe is doing
very well. Half of her ear tips that were
burned will never recover, but her hooves -
are growing back (much like a fingernail
would) and the infection caused by the
bumns is gone. Although kept in a special
area on carpet donated by, a local mer-
chant, soon she will join the other fawns
at the refuge until late September. At that
time, they will all be released together
into the wild. The delay on their reloca-
tion is to allow hunting Season to end so
that the animals will have as much a
chance as is possible.

Their chances may be slim, indeed, for

the major effect of the fire will be felt by

the deer this winter. The area of the fire - .

was approximately 6800 acres. Of that,
about 3000 acres was prime deer feed. -
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The sage and bitter brush that is the
natural winter range for deer has been
burned away. This loss, when added to
the loss incurred by the Fredricksburg fire
of last year (that borders the Woodfords
fire area) has had the cumulative effect of
nearly wiping out most of the deer winter
range. It will be many years before the
brush returns. This will cause great
hardship to the deer. Those that do not
move on to other feeding areas will
starve. :

Rick Jameson, the fellow in charge of

“the committee for rehabilitation of the fire

area and Forest Hydrologist for the
Toiyobe National Forest, paints a bleak
picture for the deer herd. He says,
“Although some consideration is given to
the wildlife, there is more concern about -

- erosion control than deer winter range.

The deer could possibly be left outon a

* limb because emergency burn funds must

g0 to re-establish ground cover. This
ground cover may not necessarily be what
deer prefer for winter feeding.”

The deer have come back to the fire
~ area, s0 says Elwood Davis. They have

been observed scrounging around for
small islands of greenery. The Fish and
Game Department has dropped off hay to
bolster their.decreased food supply. Mr.
Davis has hopes that some local funds
will be found to provide hay for the deer
this winter when times get really tough.
He says, “This will be a necessary
measure to take some of the load off the
ranchers because the starving deer will be -
into their hay reserves.”

Even now, the returned deer are
foraging along the fringe area of the fire,
eating all available plants and flowers in
the yards of those residents spared by the
fire. Historically, deer, even elk, almost
always return to their home ground after a
fire, even though there is no food avail-
able and they are forced to forage in other
areas. Some misguided instinct keeps the
deer on the barren waste that was once
their home, leaving them to face the
ravages of winter and possible starvation.

This writer can only hope that the care
and kindness extended to save one small
fawn from the effects of the fire will not
be wasted.

—P. J. Wilson
Ms. Wilson, who is originally from

Saranac Lake, New York, has resided at
South Shore for six years.

A Forest May Not
Re-establish Itself

Jt's Not
Second
Nature

y first visit to Alpine
B f } . Country following the
Woodford’s (Acorn) Fire
was a very reluctant one. Having seen
portions of other recent fires in that area
as well as many other Eastside Fires
* (east of the Sierra Nevada crest) in the
last forty years, I thought I knew what
- toexpect.

I was wrong.

* What I saw was far worse and
much more disturbing than any
previously encountered, at least in this.
part of the west. Obviously, part of
the reason for this was the losses
incurred directly by the people
involved—the real and personal

property destroyed.

" ‘While these losses cannot be dis-
counted, I was vividly reminded of an
old fire prevention poster (produced, I
believe by Caterpillar Tractor circa

" 1950°s) depicting a logger obviously
- _exhausted and dirty from fire-fighting,
- leaning against his Cat with an area of
bumed forest in the background. The
. caption read: “Did you ever see a
Jorest die?”

. Fires in other areas may cause
greater losses but other conditions—
soil, climate, species, etc.— permit or
even encourage nature and man to
bring them back in a reasonable length
of time (with varying degrees of both
difficulty and success). The condi-
tions are then at least similar to what
existed before.

But this ablility of nature and man
to re-establish an area does not exist
with most of the eastside areas.

To the east of the Sierra Nevada
lies the area known as the Great
Basin—a desert by definition—and a
precise line or boundary between what
is desert and/or what is non-desert is
difficult, if not impossible, to draw;
vegetation, precipitation, watershed
and other factors yield differing lines.
Any area adjacent to such vastly
different geographic features would be
in a state of transition.

“The overall trend in the Great
Basin is towards drier conditions with
or without man’s activities. If this is
true, then does it not follow that the
desert may be expanding albeit very
slowly and that any area changedin a
major way-—such as by fire—may not
return or be returned to its former
condition...at least not in our life-
times?

Save your pictures.

Did you ever see a forest die?

.—R. Alan Pryor .

Mr. Pryor is a registered professional
forester in California and Maine. He
has taught Forest Technology in
California comniunity colleges and
been a forest consultant at many
locations in the west.
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Hecht caiis

U S. Sen Ch1c Hecht of
Nevada Monday called for a new
investigation into recent forest
fires in the Eastern Sierra after
a meeting with top U.S. Forest
Service. and Bureau of Land
Management officials. ..

Hecht made the request after

meeting ‘with Forest Service:

chief Dale Robertson and BLM-
Director. Robert Burford in his
Washmgton D.C,, office.

He called the meeting follow-
ing his ‘“‘Chat with Chic” tour
Aug. 25 in Minden, where he
heard complalnts from
Nevadans involved in the recent
Acorn Fire.in Alpine County just
south ‘of * Gardnerville. -Some

or

“bureaucracxes Ty

Others said the federal agency’ .

botched the initial attack on the :

July 29 blaze by using: 1nap-

propriate backfires before: crews .

were ready and not calhng m a1
“tankers early on.

The agency leaders also heard

charges that some flreflghters
. stood by while homes went up in”

flames.

Some of Hecht’s aldes toured
the Woodfords flre—damaged
area Aag. 25, ’

7/24/%

pro

. Nevadans lost property.,,
California fire and- complamed
" that local flreflghtmg,: ‘efforts .
- were hampered by federal

everythmg they had ” Hecht
said in-a news release “They -
have legltlmate concerns that
serious mistakes may have cost
© them their homes — mistakes
that must be prevented in the -
future.” Burford and Robertson
agreed - to the new investigation .
and told Hecht that any mistakes
in pohcy or execution would be
' remedled accordmg to the news
release;, .

Alsof‘attendmg the Monday
meeting in Hecht’s office was

. State' Sen. Dean Rhoads of
: chairman of -
the - Leglslatlve Commxttee on

. Pubhc Lands. ... :

“Many of these people Tost 7

Tuscarora, Nev.,

' Rhoads’ asked what remedles

be of Acorn fire

- ment
alternatives would

ed acreage be rehabilitated.and "
“reseeded to prevent erosion and :

‘become an impedimant to any of
these absolutely v1tal program i

‘»as a'us
Cway for them " Hecht 'said.

would be avallable to Nevadans

-'w,ho lost their homes in Califor- -
nia,

either low- interest
guaranteed loans or government

“liabilty for damage from fires -

that may have started on gover- -
lands. The “agency-
spokesman reportedly said both
“be con:’

sidered.

Hecht also asked th t all bur

future fires.
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Several local Alpiners made
Hollywood history last week in
the “on-location” shooting of
CBS's new TV series, High
Mountain Rangers. ’

The Alpine County Courthouse

episode in the series which will
be aired beginning in January.

Watkins, and two Alpine County
visitors Harry and Tommy

to assume various walk-in roles
in ““The Trial of Jesse Hawkes.”

themselves. For $75 a day, it
wasn't bad work. '

never saw such bustling! The

director Robert Conrad, Jddy
Farnsworth and Rick Stevens.

.ocal stars in the
> of Robert Con-
fountain Rangers
i, Harry and Tom-

Tom Watkins,

Not shown, John Crawford.
For details, see Letter from
Alpine. R-C photo

was the ‘location for the first:
Locals Judy Farnsworth, Bob -
Fryed were hired off the streets

Deputies Rick Stevens and John:
Crawford were hired to play”

The Alpine County Coﬁrthouse :

building, whose customary
silence is broken only by the
hum and swish of quiet office
work and the friendly chatting of
the county workers, was crowd-

ed with people rolling cameras

through the halls, untangling the
spaghetti of electric cords, call-
ing on their walkie-talkies for an
actor,-a rehearsal, a take or a
coke,

They kept the justice court
clerk busy with their requests

..for signed warrants and other

judicial props. (“I'm using dif-

" ferent file numbers than we use

in "the county,”” explained

- Justice Court Clerk Linda Helsel
_with a blush.)

.The show is prodﬁced and/
directed by Bear Valley’s

Letter from
Alpine

. by HEIDI HOPKINS

Robert Conrad. He also stars.in
it along with his two sons, Shane
and Christian, | '

Conrad presented the idea for
the show in a film produced last
year. Though generally panned
by local residents, the producer

-obviously felt the movie had suf-

ficient merit to warrant a TV
series (and sufficient merit to

warrant production costs

averaging over $200,000 a day,

with five to six working days for

each final, hour-long TV show).

" Hollywood comes to Markleeville

The 50 crew members and cast
will be based at Lake Tahoe for
the next threé months to shoot
the entire series, '

The ‘“‘rangers” wear skintight
grey stretch pants and the ac-
tresses all are tall, thin and

- blond, nothing of which relates

to Alpine County or the Sierra.
Of course not, This is

‘Hollywood! - - .

Lights, reflecting 'screens,
camera tracks, production vans,

intent crews and general
.. mayhem filled the courthouse
" parking lot for a week, drawing

onlookers to Markleeville. The
General Store’s Bob Rudden
reported good business as a

- result of the filming but, he add-
.ed, it was hard to provide change
for all those $100 bills.
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of seed in the Woodfords area is

,[expected to begin in the next two

weeks to minimize erosion pro-
blems from last summer’s
Acorn Fire.

Project director Mark

Johnson said drilling on private -

. .lands. to plant about 40,000
.. .pounds of seed should start next

drops of seeds in steeper areas . stop all the erosion that will

i
i

week. A contract for aerial
should be finalizod in the next
two weeks, he added.

“We hope to be done with
aerial seedmg by Oct. 15,7

Johnson said. “The drilling wiil :
take at least 20 days, if the’

weather is good. We hope to be

done with that by the end of Qc- ¢

tober.”

© The muln—agency etfort is he- - -
-ing carried out by the California__
‘Alpine: -
County, the U.S. Forest Service
-and the Cahforma D1v151on of 3

“Conservation Corps,

Alpine seeding
] ue this ;nenihw,

 Efforts to plant $255,000- worth—

Forestry Nevada Division of
Forestry inmate crews also will
do hand work. .

However, the work w1ll not -
solve all the erosion problems
expected in the first year, accor-
ding to Johnson. Those problems

will be even greater if this year’s

runoff is high or even average,
he said. - »

“If we had all the money in the
world, we wouldn’'t be able to

come off the slopes and into the
creek,” he said. “But once the

.. plants are established, it should

. really prov1de some erosion con-
trol.””.

Re51dents who want to give in-

-put on where work is needed can -

" Alpine County at (916) 694-2255.

Crystal Springs in-late July,
“destroying 24 homes and 6,500 :
.acres, about half private lands
-and the rest forest lands

contact Leonard Turnbeaugh of -

The Acorn Fire started near”

@
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T
|
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F|re mvestlgators

-seek local test|mony.f
rened. Cowrner - 16/1S/87 :

An Acorn Fire investigative

team is seeking public testimony -

tomorrow from those who have
input or criticism about the way
_the July 29 blaze was handled.

- The deadline is Friday, Oct. -

16, when the independent team

.will hear testimony, according
_to Dolph Frisius, assistant to the

Alpme County supervisors.
" People interested in talking

~with team members can contact

Frisius at work (916) 694-2287 or
at home (702) 265-2463 Thursday
or even Friday for an appoint-

ment.

.The new ’investigation was
called to address Alpine County
residents’ concerns that the U.S.
Forest Service botched the in-
itial attack on the" fire, and
claims that homes could have
been better protected. '
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How hasthe -
: football stnke

s#. 1

“SHIRLEY

S DARIENNE : ) - DALE BOHLMAN
’ L BINGGELI Clerk - ‘il . PAINTER - - - " .BUNDY .- .. ".: - Postmaster .
NS Tounselor T D7 Painter 1 enjoy havmg o Y Cook., 1_‘ L Housewife ' “pp; getting more
My husband S It hasn t what- Sundays with my 5 My husbandisa I'm angry, I 19ve - done around the
who’s'a big foot- * " soever. I thmk 7" husband and not - " " hagseball fan, so I + - pro football. I'm + yard, but I'm go--
“+ ball fan, gets more most wives would have the TV blar— " .don’t really care, -~ . hotreally pro- ing through
. projects done . appreciate that ing. . . _ , .. -owner or pro- - withdrawals.
around the house. answer, I guess . A - - football, Tjust —  There's nothing
"' it’s not American ‘ _ . . . .. miss my football. else to do.

to say you don’t
like football:




‘. Carson Val]ev

The Lrer ol Cowgn,
Frlends honor

Over 100 friends from Alpine
and Douglas counties joined
together on the Hawkins Ranch
to honor Leah Matlack who died

following a car accndent in the

Letter from
- Alpine_

fé’aﬁ Matlack

Seventy- flve year old Bob
Jackson -of Markleeville -(Leah

‘called him “‘Hot Springs Bob”’),

“.developed a -friendship with
- Leah during a hard time in his

1

5 Leah had recently moved to
the old Hawkins place surround- ,

‘ ied by its ancient apple trees and.
“pines. She was carefully fixing

~ ‘lup the ramshackle building,

o ‘chmkxng the cracks for winter, :

i She was a lifeguard at Grovers
'+Hot Springs and was ‘known to
*.many of the hot springs .
“regulars” for her open, friend-’
ly ‘manner and warm heart.

remember Leah leaning over
the hot springs fence, watering
the wildflowers on the other

wmten

L ,fixDorothy Betts of Marklee"
' Village said she will always

by HE!DI HOPKINS

51de

thmgs & said, Dorothy, who’
rented her home to Leah for one ,

The Glghs often datly users of
the hot springs, said that Leah
‘radiated such enthusiasm and -
love for people that, in turn, -

- everyone responded to her.

Leah’s corneas were donated -

for use by another, something
which Gina Gigli found truly ap-
propriate: “Leah walked in

. beauty, Maybe another will see

things as she did.”

'
i .

life following the death ~of “his

. wife; Leah ‘was there:to greet
S % ~him 'when he -arrived at ‘the
e k d ‘_:'pools Because of problems with

She too goo cre Of . his vision, Bob couldn’t always,

“recognize: everyone else in. the
- pool, Leah would let him know

“‘who was there. If she was not

. busy herself, she would sit down
“for a chat. - :
© “She liked people She loved to

_ hear of their travels,” he said.

Leah included Bob in her life,
She drove him places when he
couldn’t drive himself. He’d take’
her out to dinner and, the two

. would share stories and friend-

A

ship.
Though a dally user of the hot

¢ LEAH MATLACK
springs, Bob never wore out his .

. welcome with Leah, -

“She’d give me a warm, t
welcoming hello each day as if
she ‘hadn’t seen me for a

. .month.” .

‘““And that’s what I think now:
When I get to those pearly gates
myself, Leah’s going to be there
with her ‘Hello, Bob! Guess

- who's here!’ And she’ll tell me

all about things.”.
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An independent review .of the July 29 Acorn‘ :
' Roy Percival, BLM associate director.

Fire that destroyed 6, 550 acres w111 be con-
ducted Oct. 15-17. -~

- A team will analyze suppressxon response and
v1s1t residents affected by the fire as well as -
county officials and f1ref1ghtmg agency 3
“*Doug Bird, director of fire management in the
Intermountain Region and an Alpine County
Tepresentative.

members.

The review team w1lI complete 1ts study andﬁ_ .
issue a report by Oct. 31, according to Forest-h

Service Regional Forester Stan Tixier.

“Members of the community are encouraged -
to present facts or express their concernsto the -

b (11 :
review team,” Tixier said. “However, y ou must_‘_, “. inappropriate backfires and did not call in air

have an appointment to do so.” - -

appointment.

fire specialist for the National Fire Protection

Association; Donald Perry, chief of the.Santa . -
- ways to improve cooperative wildfire suppres-

Barbara County Fire Department; Dick Day,
with the California State Department of

Forestry; Lowell “Lody”,Smi;n, state forestex_‘ .

w1th the Nevada State D1v151on of Forestry, and

- Also on the team will be Dick Bacon, state fire

‘plannmg and analysis member with the U.S.

Forest Service; Kenton Clark, director of fire
management for the Pacific Southwest Region;

"Alpine County re51dents have complained
that the U.S. Forest Service botched early
firefighting efforts. They claim the agency set

Those with input can contact the Alpme Coun- . «-suppor t early on.

d L
ty Board of Supe xjvxsors at (916) 6%2281 for an»-va firefighters stood by while homes went up in

Members of the review team are Gary Tokle " flames, claiming they were trained to handle

“Agency leaders also heard char ges that some

w.ildland fires, not structure fires.
“We believe that this review will help identify

sion activities along the Sierra Front, especial-

" ly where homes are involved,”” Tixier said. -
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Llsa Chacon top ranked in Northern AAA

It should come as no surprise
to - find the Chacon family’s

name on top of the Northern

Nevada AAA tennis ladder.
Sam Chacon was one of the
league’s best boys, if not the

. best, during his four-year varsi- -

¢ ‘ty. career at Douglas High
i .School. He graduated in June,
i but now his younger sister has
'stepped up to the top of the girls
. bracket. :

Lisa Chacon is the league’s
No. 1i-ranked girls singles
player, a position the sophomore
has earned by racking up 36 con-
secutive victories to date during
dual match play.

She extended that streak last
week as she beat eight opponents
to help the Douglas girls team

win at South Tahoe and Incline.

" The Tiger girls defeated South
Tahoe on Tuesday, 15%-12%, -

before strolling past Inclme on
Thursday, 24-4

““The girls 'are playmg
beautifully. They’ve really
started to come around late in
the season,” reported coach
Joan Chacon, whose Tigers are
fifth in the Northern AAA stan-
dings with a 5-4record. .

In addition to Chacon, juniors
Crystal Morrison and Dina Gigli
have been consistent performers
in singles play this season. Both
have experience: Morrison has
played No. 1 doubles for Douglas
the past two years; Gigli played
in the No. 2 singles slot last
season and doubles as a

freshman.

Both contributed to last
week’s wins against South Tahoe
and Incline. Morrison beat each
of her eight opponents, and Gigli
went 3-1 in the two matches.

‘Chacon has come a long way
herself. Last year, she compiled
a 41-3 record that was fourth best
in the league, but then lost in the
zone tournament quarterfinals.
She has beaten everyone so far
this season, including a Sept. 15
win against Manogue’s Kerri
Garcia, the Northern AAA zone
tournament runner-up a year
ago.

Chacon boosted her stock last
weekend by earning consolation
honors at the Northern Califor-
nia Junior Grand Prix Cham-

pionships in Santa Clara. She ad

vanced to the 16-year-old age
group semifinals, where she.
dropped a three-hour marathon’
to Cory Hughes of Modesto, 1-6,"

6-3, 6-4, Chacon came back to. . -

beat Jaina Moultrie of Berkeley
in the consolation' match, a.
noteworthy win because she had.
lost to Moultrie in the Nevada’
State junior toumament finals in”
August

Douglas’ regular tennis season
will come to an end today when
the girls team plays host to Hug
while the boys squad travels to
Hug. They then will have a week
off before the Northern AAA
zone tournament Oct. 16-17 in
Reno. - ‘




FILLING UP. Alrplane contracto‘ Gary—lebIey
-helps load grass seeds into an: awamng air-

craft. Aerial drops.of seeds began Tuesday‘--_\.a
over hlgher slopes damaged in Iast summer s:"

photo

“Acorn Fire. 'Tﬁe $350'000 project should cut
down on erosnon problems this winter. R-C

. RS

[P G

by TREVA ZELLER
Staff writer

Reseeding efforts in Alpme

County took off Tuesday with the
~help of two Turbine Thrust®.

airplanes, carrymg seed for
aerial drops in the fxre—damaged
Sierra slopes.

Simultaneously, drllhng work

to plant seeds began on lower .
slopes in an effort to cut down on .
erosion problems expected this’
year. e

““The goal is to reduce erosion
in the long run,” U.S, Forest Ser-
vice project dlrector Mark
Johnson said. :

““There should be real protec
tion by next fall. It would be 7-10 :

years if we waited for: natura :

.. vegetation to grow back.'This is *
“simply to close the Wmdow down
to 1-2 years.”

‘Agency officials’ hxred' crop

 duster Gary Dibble for the aerial - -

'

wor , which took only one day
Dmllmg is expected to take 20
. -days if the weather stays good. -

Officials are beginning work
“almost three months after the
July 29 Acorn Fire destroyed
6,550 acres and 24 homes in the
Woodfords area. .

-They ‘estimated that 200 struc- ,
tures could be susceptible to
-wind and water damage with the
start of winter storms and the

loss of 'vegetation which nor-
mal]y slows erosion.

An eminent hazard is blowmg
dust and ash, and flooding could
. oceur with mud and debris build-

%, up in rivers and streams.
'-.i But the biggest foe in

rehabilitating the Woodfords

area are loose soils, according to~

Johnson. When different grasses
-take root,

it- should prevent -
- winds from blowing the soils
agamst structures, he explained.
Some of theexpen‘swe seed —

costmg a total of $256 500 —

. could take root this fall, accor-

ding to experts.
Federal and state officials
took quicker action following the

- Acorn Fire because of themany
- structures in the fire area that

could be damaged further by
erosion, according to Johnson.

Work on last- year’
Frederlcksburg Fire ‘won 't
begin until this fall.

“Where the fire occurred this
year there are real high winds,”
Johnson said. ‘“When the winds
kick up.it can blow particles

-against a house and rip paint off
‘and damage windows.”” -

At least two homes in the
Voight Canyon area are in

. danger from flooding because of
. their location, Johnson added.

Improvements to 500 feet of
stream -channel will be com-
pleted to protect one home.

Continued to paqe 6




Alpme“

- Continued from page 1
Congressmen who heard
residents complaints about the
handling of the Acorn Fire, in-
cluding Nevada Sen. Chic Hecht,
- have urged quick reseeding ef-
forts.
However,

priority when comparing both
fires, according to Johnson.

In last summer’s fire, more -

homes are involved, the area’s
terrain is different and winds

are more volatile, he said. And - pl )
- brushland was destroyed, accor-
- ding to Johnson. Enough timber

this year’s fire damaged more

erosive National Forest lands,

.. ranchlands.”
“have taken ‘in some of the the

the rehabilitation
work also takes on a different -

fire, there was more .a mixture
of lands and mostly
Seeds ‘wouldn’t

more rocky terrain damaged in
the Fredericksburg fire,
Johnson added. .~ . . .-

Crews working on the Acom
Fire area will plant mainly
perennial seeds, which stay
green longer, Johnson said. _

Work will not include tree
planting because mostly

Heseedmg underway

‘1 he saxd s
" “With the Frederxcksburg

survived to allow natural
regeneration, he added.

Work also will include contour
felling and fertilization.

The Soil Conservation Service
is funding 80 percent of the pro-
ject with the Alpine County
supervisors and California Divi-
sion of Forestry providing 20

‘percent funding on prlvate

lands.

Work will be done on 5,110
acres of the 6,550 acres damag-
ed. Total cost of the project is
estimated at $233,000 for the
private land and $110,000 for
forest lands. g _
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Top Tiger
Lisa Chacon is Douglas

High School’s first repeat
athlete of the week winner

of the fall season. Chacon, -

-a sophomore, earned the
-recognition by capping a
~perfect 44-0 Northern
.Nevada AAA regular

season with wins against
Carson and Hug last week.
Chacon will be top-seeded
in girls singles coming into
the Northern AAA tourna-
ment this Friday and Satur-
day in Reno. R-C photo
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Authorltxes should make bet-

f} ter use of volunteer fire depart-
' ments; and local resources in
fﬁg‘battlmg this region’s forest f1res, ‘

‘ialeader of an Acorn Fire in-

B vestlgatxve team said. ,
. "But the!U.S. Forest Servxce, ,

'the lead agency handling the Ju-

{of the team’s general findings
i this. week following a three-day
i rev1ew Thu1 sday through Satur-
i,day

pected to be. released ina repox t

ly. 29''blaze, used appropriate
‘blame for what wer.t wrong dur-
_ ing the July 29 blaze may have to
_look to other investigations be:
 ing conducted, accordmg to Jar-

\firefighting strategies for the
-conditions on that day, accor-

;‘fdmg to team leader Gary Tokle.

Tokle made the. announcement

More specxflc fmdmgs are ex-

;vAlpme o ounty s own mvestlga- . .
 study. ““I was a little:surprised to

1 tion, E

- Its expected to suggest steps
~ for improving communication
¢ among federal, state and local
residents involved‘in»fire protec- |

,ctlon f Lo

1

T

PN
ik

 “We're trymg 0 make our

‘jrepolt unbiased,” 'said Alpine
_County ‘Supervisor 1Don Jardine, ,
_amember of the team, “We told
-everyone we weren't a- grand, :
_jury looking to hung anyone‘_‘
We’re looking for tle facts.”

Those who want to place

dine.

Jardine said about the . team

_ find that some of the things

reported as fact were rumors.’

As an example, lie said some

complaints sugges' ‘ed that the

Some fmgerpomtmg may be (
‘seen in the county’s independent
_study or by any iuvestigations
conducted by those suing the
federal government and the
. Forest Service. |

. “This was not a w1tch hunt ”o

g .Forest Serv1ce and BLM fought’y :

',_;over ‘who had jurisdiction at the'
' fire site, which allegedly caused‘ ‘
“‘delays. ‘ 2

“There may have been some
(argument) but we never heard

. any hard evidence.”” - ,
The panel had access to the
Forest Service’s own investiga-
tions
. preliminary report from ‘Alpine,
© County’s 1nvestrgator, R.L.

into the fire and a

Byornsen,

_ Some Alpine County remdents

have criticized the Forest Ser- -
vice’s initial attack on the fire,

- claiming that authorities spent

too much time. organizing and
not enough time attacking the

_blaze when it was small.

Other ‘charges were that the
Forest Service set improper

backfires that expanded the fire

instead of stopping it. e
- Woodfords volunteer fire chief

Dave Zellmer said his crews
~could have put out the fire early

Review calls for beﬂ'er coopemﬂon

,‘;on but members were sent;; ",
away. In turn, Forest Service
defended  that. demsxon, saying |
. ‘that the volunteers were not pro-
“perly - equlpped ‘to handle a |

wildland fire in the steep ca-e
© nyon,

‘In addltmn, ‘some res1dents /
charged that homes could have
‘been better protected by federal
firefighters who said they were
not tramed to handle stru(*turea
fires. ‘

The 10-member 1nvest1gat1vev
team included federal, state and
private 1epresentat1ves who are

recognized as authorities m the

_ field of fire management ,
. About 26 people testlﬁed dur-
/ing two days of hearings at Tur-
_ tle Rock park. They included

ranchers, Forest Service and

' BLM officials, fxre experts and

local| residents. =

Residents are seekmg greater
fire protection from the Cahfor-m,
- nia pmsmn -of Forestry.




TREVA ZELLER
v.éff 'writer g

Two separate probes into the

. ‘Acorn Fire disaster found that a -
‘lack of communications among -
3 ,agenmes led to major problems.

~in the initial attack of the J uly 29

* blaze.

‘ County s lack of an orgamzed
disaster plan and interagency

.. training -as contributing to a
..breakdown in the initial attack.
| ‘“The working relationship

between the local and federal
| agencies with disaster manage-l

 than totally effective in manag-f"
.ing the Acorn Fire ”7 a revxewt“ &

team report said.

“There also was a lack of a
common radlo frequency, 1t.‘

sald

week were .in - response. to

‘residents’ clalms that the U.S.

Forest Serv1ce botched the in-

They . also c1ted Alplne’

Both stud1es released thls,

: 1t1al attack on the f1re and could
~have done more to save homes.

The fire destroyed 24 homes,

~damaged at least 50 others and

burned 6,500 acres.

-However, the reports dlffered:
slightly on whether actions
taken by the Forest Serv1ce -
‘'were appropriate. . - , -
" According to a review team"
consisting mostly of fire experts,

the agency’s actions were ap-

- propriate for the observed condi-
‘fions. -

However, Alpme County s own
investigator, R.L.  Bjornsen,
~found some faults with Forest -
‘Service action, but he stressed
 that the outcome could very well
~for escape, given the ex1st1ng
_and predicted weather.”

have been the same.

Bjornsen, who retired from
-the Forest Service after 30 years -
and now runs his own fire in-
vestigation company, interview-
ed more than 60 people over a:

~ one-month period. He submitted
a draft report to superwsors ata

meeting this week.

~bother flreflghters
~ said. ~ '
.~ The incident commander also

called off some engines and
resources when he first reached -
the fire, about 15 minutes after it -
- was’ reportea accordmg to
Bjornsen . L :
““The focus then zeros m on

~ A main. problem seen by
“ Biornsen during the initial at-
“tack was that incident com-
" mander viewed the fire from a -
- -slight distance rather than at the

fire. .site.

, thought he had an adequate view ..

of the fire and did not want to
Bjornsen

whether there  was sufficient
sen51t1V1ty to the fire’s potential

“There should have been,n’o
modification of resources called
for in the initial response under

the Toiyabe dispatch plan.An ir-
refutable, time-tested doctrine

of wildfire flreflghtmg is hit em

~hard, hit 'em fast, keep them

~The: commander -

 jumping lines,
- Bjornsen.

small.”’

~-In: his draft report B]ornsen

- said ‘conditions were extremely
~dry on July 29 ‘and afternoon

winds were easﬂy predictable. -
“Not  enough attention was
glven to fire danger conditions
existing on the day the fire
started,” he said in the report.
The flre was ' first srghted
about 11 a.m. in a rocky hillside

“with. an "average 70  percent

slope. Large boulders were just

~ north of the fire and vegetation
.blocked a a good view of the fire.

~Crews that arrived 'im-

~ mediately set up fire lines and

hoses but were hampered by

~“winds, terrain 'and the erratic .

nature of the fire, which kept
iraccording : 'to ,

“During my mt(erv1ews a con—

~ sistent remark was made that
“the fire did not seem to be doing

“-muchin" the early stage, ap-
“peared easy to comtrol, and they .
‘thought the firefighters were not

cordinued on
nexy FAﬂe



aggressrve enough in thelr at—
tack.”

" But that’s how it would appear .
to laymen and those -viewing:

. some distance from the flre

- Bjornsen added. The view was..

~deceiving because of rocks and

vegetation, and the fact that dry
- fuels made combustion almost -
producmg httle .

~complete,
smoke, he said.

“Flre line construction often is
process,
. espec1ally when one is working
_on ‘a steep slope,” he said.

"a slow, methodical

- “Typically a lay person would

-be deceived into thmkmg the ac-.

~ tion was too slow.”

Bjornsen cited several factors‘

 that caused problems in the in-

“itial* attack. - Once ‘the blaze
“jumped the front line, it became,.

-aliteral . fire storm and httle
<could be done, he said.”

There were long lapsee when

f‘water was’'t available and the

E mander w1th ’a f

51te was not operatmg properly,
according to the report.

It ‘was never clear whether
volunteer flreflghters ‘were told

-to leave, according to Bjornsen,

who - added that the - incident

‘ ‘commander did not know those
crews were nearby. o

Bjornsen agreed w1th agen—

cies that volunteers weren’t pro-
. perly. eqmpped for thlS type of

wﬂdland fire."

. There also was an hour s delay
in the arrival of an air tanker to
drop fire retardant because

. nearby resources Were tled up,
- according to the report.

Bjornsen interviewed

, re51dents volunteer flreflghters
- and agency firefighters as well

as witnesses during the initial at-

tack. The fire is believed to have
been man—caused ;

~ “There were undocumented
cases where people ‘became

~ frustrated w1th lack of initiative

“ radio linking: the rncrdent‘com- ]-“by agency pexeonnel to" flgh

Contlnued to page ¢
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Continued from page 1

structure fires,” BJornsen said.
But he added that the rumors

were not: substantiated ' and’

mostly firefighters put their life

on the hne to pro ect structures.
“A bystander asked a group of -

agency engines to take action on
some threatened -houses,” he
said..~ ‘“‘They  (agency
firefighters) were out of water
but  were severely  criticized
before they could explain.”’

- Bjornsen also found that lack
--of fire prevention measures con-
tributed to some structure loss.

He supported retention of the
Forest Service as the agency

responsible for wildland fire pro-.

tection on state and private
lands, under an agreement with

. the. Cahforma D1v1sxon of
Forestry ‘

Among recommendations
listed in both reports were:

® The Forest Service and ap-
propriate counties; including
Alpine County, should complete
pre-attack plans for the Sierra
Front area. Alpine County
should become more involved.

®The Forest Service should
take steps to provide ap-

area flreflghters
. volunteers, in Alpine County.

oori: Cooperation needed

propriate public information
training to all involved in fire ac-

tivities.

eThe Forest Service should
offer interagency training for
including

oAlplne County should assist
in providing basic structure fire
trammg to wxldland fire agen-
cies.

@ An Alpine County fire mar-
shal should be hired to coor-
dinate volunteer departments
and to carry out new Alpine
County ordinances for fire pro-
tection measures:
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You

said it!

What do you
think of |

billboards in

Carson Valley?

- %o
JUDY WARREN
Business services
I don’t agree with
them for aesthetic

reasons, but I
understand the
tribe’s reasoning, I
understand that
the tribe is trying
to be more self-
sufficient and I ap-
plaud them for
that, but T don’t
think this is the
way to do it,

\

TN

W R

B, R
MICHAEL
WARREN
Firefighter

1 think it’s wrong.

They look ugly no

matter where they

4

4

+oare.

MARY HONDA
Mother

You can’t print
what I'd like to
say. I don’t like it.
1 think they take
away from the
beauty of the land,
and they detract
the driver.

ROBERT LANGE

Receiving clerk
I have no reason
to say they
shouldn’t goin. I-
don’t have any ob-
jection to them.
What I'd like to
see is a light go in
at Pinenut Road
and Highway 395.

BARBARA

PHILLIPS

Teacher
I'm not sure.
There are some
people who put
them up tastefully
and some who do
not. I haven’t seen
them (the new
billboards) yet.

MADELIENE
MELLBERG
Retired

If they're not all
bunched together,
they don’t
necessarily
detract from the
landscape. But I -
wouldn't like a
bunch of them
down there (south
of Gardnerville),

That’s what I call

honky tonk.
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gram through the Rotary Club of
Reno. She lives in Tonopah.

Barnes is student-teaching at
Silver Peak Elementary School
in Goldfield and expects to
graduate with a dual degree in
elementary education. and
special education in May of 1988
at the University of Nevada-
Reno.

Barnes has four sons and three
grandchildren.

She says, ‘I believe my life
has become far more diversified
since leaving’’ Gardnerville. *

Mark A. Nagel, son of Thomas
A. and Judith 1. Nagel of

Markleeville, has been pro-

moted in the U.S. Air Force to

the rank of airman first class.
Nagel is a biomedical equip-

ment maintenance specialist at
Lackland Air Force Base,
Texas, with the 3261st Medical
Services Squadron. He is a 1983
graduate of Douglas High
School.

Air Force Reserve Airman 1st
Class Christopher R. Mantynen,
son of Robert E. Mantynen of
Marklemd
from the U.S. Air Force aircraft
maintenance course at Sheppard
Air Force Base, Texas. He is a
1981 graduate of Santa Rose
(Calif.) High School.

Send news of people in
Douglas County to Overheard
Editor, The Record-Courier,
P.O. Box 158, Gardnerwlle
89410.
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Births’

Aaron Estes

Caroline and Kenneth Estes of
Gardnerville are the parents of a
baby girl, Aaron Margaret, born
Oct. 7 at Carson-Tahoe Hospital.
Aaron weighed 6 pounds, 10
ounces at birth.

!

Arianne Smith

Tina and James Smith of

Wellington are the parents of a
baby girl, Arianne Marie, born
Oct. 8 at Carson-Tahoe Hospital.
Arianne weighed 7 pounds, 6
ouncesat birth.

‘Benjamin Wood

Mary and Russel Wood are
the pa) parents of"a baby boy, Ben-

jamin John, born Oct. 14 i at
Carson- Tahoe Hospital. Ben-

jamin weighed 9 pounds, 4
ounces at birth.

Erika Smokey

Teresa and Stanley Smokey of
Dresslerville are the parents of a
baby girl, Erika Nowel, born
Oct. 2 at Washoe Medical
Center. Erika weighed 9 pounds,
5 ounces at birth.

7N
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~ Tennis

Lisa Chacon
“third at zone

Lisa Chacon breezed into the
girls singles semifinals during
Northern Nevada AAA zone ten-
nis tournament play Friday in
Reno. Perhaps it was too easy.

Chacon, who came in as the
No. 1 seed in the girls bracket,
stumbled in the semifinals
Saturday morning at the Plumas
Courts, losing a two-set decision
to Joanne Klum of Reno. Klum
won, 6-2, 6-4, to advance to the
championship round, where she
was beaten by Manogue's Kerri
Garcia.

Chacon did return to the court
less than 30 minutes after her
defeat and outlasted Reno’s
Christy Marsh in a three-set bat-
tle for third place, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6.
Chacon won the tie-breaker by a
7-5 score. ‘

The Dodglas sophomore now
advances to the state AAA tour-
nament Friday in Las Vegas.

The top four players from the
Northern and Southern zone
tournaments qualified for the
state final.

Chacon was given the zone
tourney’s No. 1 seed after going
through the regular season with
a perfect 44-0 record. She reach-
ed the semifinals by dispatching
three straight foes, including
Douglas teammate Dina_ Gigli,
Michele Trease from Carson and
Reed’s Ann Shebler. Chacon lost
just one game along the way, but
the ease in which she won may
have turned out to be a detri-
ment, according to her coach
and mother, Joan Chacon.

“I think it was too easy. It was
tough to get up for a hard match

“after having three easy ones like

that,” the Douglas coach said.

Incidentally, Klum beat
Chacon in the zone quarterfinals
last year.
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FUN RUN. The Coyan family
of Markleeville were among
the runners in the Just Say No
fun Run recently. From left
are Josh, Adam, Wanda, Gary
and Gary Coyan; not pictured,
George Coyan.

‘Say No’ Fun Runraises $50

The Diamond Valley ‘‘Just
Say No”’ Club donated $50 of its
$100 procéeds from an Oct. 11
Fun Run to’ the Woodfords fire
Disaster Relief Fund.

T-shirts bearing the Just Say
No logo were given to all con-
testants, which ranged in age

sm 5 years to adults. Fruit and
,u«ice were provided by the
Alpine County chapter of “Up
With Kids.”

According to Lynn Walker of
“Up With Kids,” there are 35
members of the Alpine Just Say
No group, and there are plans to
sponsor chapters at schools in
Douglas County through the
Douglas County Recreation
Department.

A8

Michael and Judy Warren of
Markleeville “are dedicated
sponsors of the group in
Markleeville, she added, who
worked hard to get kids in the
area involved.

Just Say No clubs include
groups of children aged 7-14 who
are committed to not using
drugs or alcohol. The first club
was formed in inner city
Oakland in January 1985. It was
inspired by a talk by First Lady
Nancy Reagan. There are now
more than 10,000 clubs nation-
wide.

The clubs will be organized at
Douglas elementary and middle
school levels first, Walker said.

.President of a fledgling group at

Carson Valley Middle School is
Albert Ramirez.

Among the prizes to be award-
ed at the Fun Run were Raley’s
gift certificates, Carson Valley
Inn dinners for two, Out-
doorsman gift certificates and
pizzas.

This week is Red Ribbon
Week, sponsored by Californians
for Drug-Free Youth of the
California Department of
Alrohol and Drugs. Its motto is
“Drug-free youth will make a
strong America.” -

Red ribbons decorate cars, the
school and even the local police
car, according to Walker.

“People are so supportive of
the program,’ she said.
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Alpine
officers
elected

The members of the Alpine
Student Council Officers for the
high school students of Alpine
County who attend Douglas High
School recently were elected.

President is Curt John; vice
president, Amber McGeein;
secretary, Dinamarina Gigli;
and treasurer, Rick Taylor.

Members of the Student Coun-
cil Advisory Board are Jason
Warren, Ann Robinson, Renee
Halvorson, Joey Chandler,
DeeDee Dressler, Cassandra

Fred, George Coyap, Brandon
Helsel and Beaver-James:. :




Still working

Members of the Pine Grove 4 Conservation
Camp clear charred brush and timber nearby
homes as part of continued rehabilitation
work from last summer's Acorn Fire. The
conservation crews are low-security inmates

who are trained by state officials in
firefighting and clean-up. A conservation
camp is proposed in Alpine County and will

be considered by supervisors TmNovember.
R-C photos
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TV film erew shoots at Markleev:lle S Cutthmaﬁ @alenn

find an unfaxlmgly pohte hand-
some “blonde dctor,. Christian
Conrad,"; ordermg an anchovy
'plzza

by LYNNE WOODWARD
Special to the R-C :

1t was your usual, smoke-filled -
bar, complete with Friday after-
noon drinkers, but the quiet was
extraordinary until the director .
yelled, “Cut; save,” and then it
Seemed that everyone exhaled
at once.

In Markleevxlles Cutthroat
Saloon, patrons remarked that
the normally garrulous pro-
prietor, Mario, known for his
salty remarks, was unac:
customedly quiet. He was
helpful even to an electrician _

~wiio " ¢limbéd onto a box to
disconnect the garish neon beer
sign glowing across from the
bar.

Only when the chain broke on
the big light over the pool table,

. did Mario look agitated. A few ...

- minutes earlier and a couple of

. the “High Mountain Rangers"’. .
principal actors ‘might- have -
been hit by the falling light.

Things may never be quite the .
same at the Cutthroat, known
more as a  mountain man’s -

“-watering hole than the. sort of
estabhshment where one would

- crew for the proposed TV series
“was the courteousness.of the en- -

-regulars, engaged in a long-term
- shuffleboard contest, grumbled
loudly &bout béing asked to qui

- erew’s’ invitiation to sit at the
bar as f11m extras. P

she has just caught all the fish at
Indian Creek. Reservoir. After
her second tequila gold, she was -
86'ed by Mario, her chance at
'stardom totally dashed

““Over and over, four crew
members were pressed into ser-
vice to ‘‘smoke it up.’’ Then they-
stood around the pool table, puff-
ing wildly on cigarettes before
the actors could speak.

A real ranger, the company’s
technical adviser,

agamst a wall, observmg as a

_tire__company. - Two .Cutthroat ..

: They were mollified by the film

0 Not S0 fortunate was the. young )
woman who “entered’ in . full -

malein and rhinestone-studded -

T-shirt, ‘loudly proclalmmg that"

- One of the surprlses about the L

‘tor “cautioned,

cluster of young actors dlSCUSS-

‘ed a planned *‘assault on Dead
.Man’s Peak.”

They discussed it endlessly,
peering over a map, eating pizza’

and shootmg pool, repeating the”

same ° dozen - lines - under hot:

‘cinema lights, as the scene was. ..

shot from different angles, On

. take hine, as if on cue, each one

muffed hlS lines, until the direc—
“Keép - your
energy up, even though this i is a

- map scene.’

Perhaps the most relaxed
member of the crew was a hang:
some, dark-haired actor, who,
said in his role he has an affair
with someone’s wife, but he had
been killed off in a scene shot the
day before.

“Also sitting off-c amera, s1pp-|

"ing a soft drink, was the very-

- .recogtizable actor _what’s-his-
‘name, who played Dr. Buzz
‘,Stryker for-.a-year on-the -TV

.soap - “General Hospltal V-

In-
‘‘Rangers, he’ s the ‘good’
brother, trymg to calm an ob-.
noxious sibling who is spoiling

“for a fight with the rangers. . ;

lounged -

One of the “locals,”” attractive, .

Kathy Thomas of Sparks actual-

ly audmoned for her role as a
waitress, She wasn't given a full
script, but was told where and
when to appear, always asking,
“Who ordered the double an-
chovy?” For this,- she earned
about $350 for the day’s work —
and. a tale to tell her five adult
children,

The reporter's offscreen role
was to hold the pizza'in a hall
closet and hand it to her, Since
all is not reality in the movies, it
must be revealed that the real
anchovy pizza was trashed in

A favor of a’more-c olorful ham-

piping hot to agglutmate cold
during -the afternoon retakes,
before it, too, was con51gned to
the garbage

Duting two hours’ observahon

_from the hall closet, the plot
never - really -did unfold and’

when Kathy said that the fllmmg

--might -continue to 9 p.m., your -

reporter staggered out of the
dark, smoke-filled bar, tripping’
over eleetrlcal wires, hysterlcal—
ly grateful for fresh air and
sunlight-for the drive back to
Gardnerv1lle '

‘of a Hobert Conrad TV - show.'
R-C photo

SCENE The
Markleevilie Cutthroat Saloon
was the scene of the filming

mS|de of the



TV show in Alplne County
1 2'yea r-old

by LYNNE WOODWARD
Special to the R-C

For 12-year-old Tommy
Kerley of Gardnerville, “High
Mountain Rangers” may signal
a film debut. The new TV series,
scheduled to be shown on either
Monday or Wednesday nights
beginning in January, has been
in production for a month around
the eastern Sierra.

Shooting last week was in
Alpine County, where local mer-
chants were generally happy
about the increased business
brought by the actors and film
crew. (See related story, page 2)

At the Shady Lady Restaurant

.in Markleeville, a waiter

remarked that the filmmakers
were extraordinarily pleasant
people.

Tommy thinks so, too. For his
role, shot at Lake Tahoe, he was
coached offscreen by one of the
series regulars. He was handed

“a script with a half dozen lines,
_told what to do and when to

speak and, like the trouper he
is, he did it.

His scene was shot with only
three retakes. Riding astride a
horse behind actor Christian
Conrad, Tommy points out the
spot on a mountainside where
his “younger brother” is trap-

ped. The scene will appear in an-

episode 'entitled ‘“The Com-
petitors,” scheduled to be aired
about the third week of the
series.

In the story, Tommy has
slithered down a mountainside
to find help for his little brother.
He doesn’t fall onscreen, but he
gets pretty well scratched up
with makeup. And his new
Levis, already torn at the knees,
worked out perfectly, said his

mother, Nancy Kerley, since he -

was supposed to get scuffed up
by his climb. In one scene, Con-
rad actually did take a fall on

some sharp rocks, but coﬁxplam—
ed only mildly that “these aren’t
rubber, you know.”

During his day of shootmg, A
Tommy did his school work ina
‘motorhome offstage, taught by -

the wife of one of the ‘actors.
When he returned to his classes
at Carson Valley Middle School,
his mother reports that he was
actually ahead of his
classmates. o

During the filming, the two of
them also ate lunch on location
with the film crew and actors,
including Robert Conrad, father
of one of the “rangers.”

Tommy had tried out for the
role, along with dozens of other
youngsters, at the urging of
drama coach Joe Gianpapa of
Pacific Performing Arts in
Sparks. The affable young actor
was the last to read, but his
naturalness caught the attention
of the casting crew, and the role
was his.

/0/2—7? 7 |
tries hand at acting

Previously, Tommy appeared

" as the young George M. Cohan,
singing and dancing in a Carson
“Valley Theatre Co. production of

“George M!’’, and the
“Horseshoe Review” staged
here last summer by Peggy Her-

".nandez of the Sierra Nevada

Dance Company and voice
coach Karen Chandler.

He has been promoted by Her-

-nandez, his mother says, and has |

been coached by Gianpapa and
Chandler for drama and voice,
but, if the series stays on the air,
this will be Tommy'’s first ‘‘pro-
fessional” acting experience.

Did he like it?

“You bet I did,” he says en-
thusiastically, his eyes dancing.

And what will he do with the
$300 earned from his day’s
work?

“A present for my mom,” he

'said — and maybe a new pair of
. Levis.
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SCRIPT. Tommy Kerley reads  R-C photo
his script for a TV program.
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Volunteers help seed |
in Alpine fire area

On Saturday (Nov. 7), a group of volunteers
from as far away as Reno will meet at Douglas
High School to lend their hands as part of the U.S.
Soil Conservation Service’s Earth Team
 Volunteer Program.

The group will meet at 8:30 a.m.

They will help with the reseeding of burned-out
areas of Alpine County below Emigrant Trail
Road and above Highway 88.

Jane Martin, local organizer of the group, coor-
dinated the effort through the Minden SCS office,
which will provide equipment and technical sup-
port and guidance. Weather permitting, the .
group will hand seed areas that are too rocky or
steep for drill seeders.

The SCS has contributed 80 percent of the funds
through the Emergency Watershed Protection
Program for erosion stabilization and rehabilita-
tion of the private lands damaged in the Acorn
Fire, with the California Department of Forestry
and the Alpine County Boaru of Supervisors each
contributing 10 percent.
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Museum tour for

~ students

by LISA WIXON
Staff writer

. One almost feels like an
outlaw upon entering the damp,
dark and eerie jail cells on
display at the Alpine County
Museum located in

Markleeville. Recently, the -

students of the Diamond Valley
School found delight in visiting
the quaint museum that for
them, was full of suprises.

Mary Southerland, director of
the museum, and her .assistant,
Sheila Morgan, led kindergartén

through 8th grade students who ,
had the opportunity to visit the’
. museum before it closed for the

season.

. 'The museum closed on Oct. 25,
and has remained open longer

than wusual ‘due to favorable-

weather conditions and extra
funds from the Chamber of Com-
merce. C

' The museum includes the old

 _ Bill Webster school house that -
* was built in 1882, containing the ,

original desks. In 1968, 'to

celebrate the centennial of
Markleeville, the students drew
pictures on the schoolhouse
walls and signed their names. It
was thrilling for some of the 150

young visitors to see their
parents’ signatures on the walls.

Among the students’ favorites
included a mannequin in the
‘‘general store” because it
‘‘looked so real.” Also there was
a blacksmith shop display that

. had beilows to show how it ac-

tually worked.

They felt the highlight of the
“ruseurt Wds béing able to'go in-
. side the old jail cells, originally ...

brought over from Silver Moun-
tain City, Calif. by wagon in 1875, -
" They were then used at the old

courthouse until a new jail was
built.

According to Southerland, a
special mining exhibit is plann-
ed for next season, which begins
late spring. She says they hope
to get original or copies of old

photos taken in the Alpine area.

Anyone with information to
share should call Mary
~Southerland at 782-2738. '

Pq.\
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- FIELD TRIP. Waylon Donerg
. closes his eyes and pretends
- 'he is back in 1882 when this
-+ school house, now part of the

Alpine County Museum, was

--still in use. All .Diamond-

Valiey School students had
the opportunity to visit the
museum before it closed for
the season. R-C photo By Lisa
~Wixon :
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N by JOYCE HOLLiSTEH
: »Staff wnter

_ Gina and Ruggero Glgh say
they always wanted to run a lit-

- tle' newspaper, but up until now

they’ve had too many other_

- things to do.

“When we first _moved to

Alpme County 14 -years ago ”
Gina said, “and there was no

newspaper at all, Ruggero sald ,
“Let’s starta httle newspaper.’ ’):

. Gina’s ‘answer was no; they
were too busy with other things.
.:Then  the . Alpine Enterprise
was born; via Dr. Greg Hayes
and' a  non-profit corporation
(Alpine .County Forum). There

were a few different editors and
volunteers; then Heidi Hopkins
took over. runmng the publica-

tion for the past 232 years.

Hopkins left for Bay Area,

and ‘when she first talked about

leavmg a few months ago, Rug—_ ;

gero started in again.
“Let’s do it,”” he said.”
Gma 8 standard
*We're 100 busy,’’

back, but finally, she sa@d “I -
just wore down.”
’ - They took over the paper in

answer o
came readily -

- lSeptember and their first issue
" cameout Nov. 1.

“T have to admit I always did

”kwant to do semething like that,”
Gina said. - X

The Alpine Enterprise i$ no
longer - published - under - th
auspices of a non-profit corpora-

V111a Gigli - Press;: 'the . G1g11 s
prmtmakmg operatlon

Gina is an artist and Ruggero
an"art promoter and food and
wine consultant." ‘

Even in the short tlme thatk

they’ve had the newspaper, Rug-

" gero said: the advertising and
circulation has already greatly
- increased.- He said it’s because

.everywhere he goes to consult.on

- Kirkwood ski area), he talks
- people into buying an ad and a
subscrlpuon

People in the wine r'ountry
where Ruggero often travels,
‘Gina . said, are interested . in

: ,f'Alpme County and Lake Tahoe
. and 50 buy ad" or wb:;cmptlons 7

“Loor
. He also pxchs up news tlps
Ruggero convinced Gina that

 the Alpine Enterprise could be :’;‘f ‘

the:
tion, but is now a publication of

: kmds
‘photographers ??

food and wine - (such 'as. to

ewspaper

good business for them because

‘of his contacts, but they both

look on the paper as belonging fo
the people.

“We hated to see the paper go
down after all the hard work peo-

-ple put into it,” Gina explained.
“‘We are owners, but we want it

to be the people’s paper as it has
been, and we encourage all
of writers and

-Gina changed the paper’s for-

- mat from three to four columns,
and so the first issue was a lot

more difficult to put together
because it was different.

". She said she changed the for-
mat: because of advice from
friends in the graphic arts, and
because Ruggero likes it: It is
easier to fold in half and read,
held in one hand. It reminds him
of his subway-riding days in New
York.

‘Gina is the edltor and Ruggero
‘the publisher and business
- manager. She does the layout ‘

too.

o—-She wriles a food and wine.
--page. called the “Menu,” and
each month she plans to feature

Contmued to page 2

g



exotic recipes frem famous

chefs that she knows, plus alocal

recipe because ‘‘we have
marvelous yc,o,oks right here.”
In the first issue, for example,

she wrote about a Spanish chef-

that -she ‘and Ruggerv met at
Sterling Vineyards in California,

-and a very congenial sort of guy.

When they walked into the kit-

‘.chen and began talking to him,

she said, ‘‘He didn’t have a {it or

~anything.” (Some chefs can be
-tempermental, ‘
preciate being interrupted by =

and don’t  ap-

people they don’t know.)

“I like to do interviews with
artistic types, creative people. I
have reporters write the
political science because I don’t

. We.

like to be involved in 1t, but I

 know 1t’s necessary in the'

paper,;” Gina said.

Her reporters are Wﬂma Rule ';

who along with Irving Krauss is
also a proofreader, Judy Baker

and Donna McGeein, who alsor

does feature articles.

“We have the sheriff writing
and the director of public works
and etc., etc. — all the people in
the commumty, and organiza-
tions, they’re just writing away.
have all kinds of
columnists,” Gina said,

‘Also helpmg the Giglis with
the paper is production assistant
Barbara Howard.

“I love it. I really do,” Gina
said. “I've spent sleepless nights
and many, many long hours but I

- know it will get easier. ,
The next issue will feature"
~ winter sports, the big attraction

“Nevada - ‘Magazine,
~Journal and the Nevada State

22

in - Alpine County. Gina also

‘hopes to delve into historical
_pieces,

especially because
Alpine  County was recently
blessed with professionally
organized archives.-

Gina is not new to writing. She
has written for the Nevada State
Museum (her book on Dat So La
Leeis available at the museum),
. WestArt

Journal (now the Reno Gazette-
Journal).

Ruggero said that when they
were thinking of taking over the

Alpine Enterprise, he called old

nw—-12-g7 R-C

frlend and former Nevada Gov
Mike O’Callaghan, who now
operates successful newspapers
in the Las Vegas area.

“I called him up, and I said,
‘Mike, Guess what? It looks like
T'm taking over the paper in
Markleeville. If I need help, will
you help me?’ And he said, ‘Yes,
just call up anytime.” ”’

“If I have that support of
Mike, I can do anything in the
paper,”’ Ruggero said with a rich
laugh.

It seems like the takmg over of

the Alpine Eaterprise has lived

up to the Gigli’s expectations.

“We love to do it and we really
like to see the paper getting
along and doing better,” Rug-
gero said.




R-C A -2-87

NEW OWNEHS.'Huggero and Gina Gigli of ship. They say they've ai\i\j:éys wanted to “owr
Markleevilie just published the first issue of . alittle newspaper,” and are enjoying the work
the Alpine Enterprise now under their owher- Jay Aldrich photo
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Bear Valley Road,
Bear Valley,
Alpine County

he Tom Selleck bulletin board started
years ago as a joke, a conversation
piece, Trish Fedderly says.

She was teaching sixth grade at the
400-student Ready Springs School over in
‘Nevada County at the time. Her students

s found out that she had a soft spot for the
~hunky “Magnum, P.I” star, and started
- bringing her pictures. Soon the pictures
went up on a bulletin board, and when
_Trish's students would run into her hus-
band, Jim, in the halls of the school, they
would be sure to let him know. “Mr. Fedder-
ly, Mr. Fedderly,” the kids would shout, “do
you know that Mrs. Fedderly has pictures of
Tom Selleck in her room?”

All that was five or six years ago, before

Trish Fedderly left Grass Valley to become
half of a two-teacher team at Bear Valley

" School, the only elementary school in west-
ern Alpine County. Trish teaches eight of
the school's 22 students — every pupil in
grades four through eight — and the Tom

William Poole, a San Francisco wr/fér dis- -
patches his Detours column b/weekly from some-
where on the road.

Selleck bulletin board is still with her: half a
dozen siniling pictures beside her desk.

But these days, the students don’t have

to ask if Jim Fedderly knows of his wife’s .

secret longmg It is fairly obvious that he
must. Jim is the other teacher at Bear Val-

- ley’s one-room school — and at no time in his

workday is he more than 75 feet from Sel-
leck’s manicured mustache and mis¢hievous
smile. '

‘No one knows exactly how many one-
rooin schoolhouses there are in California.
The number changes from year to year. In
1983, the California- Department of Educa-
tion compiled a list of 41 one-room schools in

22 c,ountles serving nearly 800 students; no

one is sure how many schools have been
added or subtracted since. I picked the Bear
Valley School from the state’s list, partly
because I liked the sound of Jim Fedderly’s
voice and enthusiasm on the phone. “Tt will
be fun,” he said. “Come on up and take a
look ”o .

ear Valley'is on State Route.4 — a
, level area of open fields, granite
’ boulders. and lodgepole pine on the
western slope of the Sierra at about 7,000 -
feet. Beyond here, a side road climbs uphlll
to the Mount Reba Ski Area (the communi-
ty’ s prime employer and reason for being),
and the. highway starts a long, hard pull’

) toward Ebbetts Pass.

There is little to set Bear Valley apart
from mountain Tresort towns across the

i country: Billed-as a four-season recreational
_community, the villige sprang t6°life with

the ski area in the 1960s. There are a couple
of ski loclges here, and a sports shop and a

‘heavily timbered building holding a grocery

store, cafe, post office and boutiques.

North of town is a residential subdivi-
sion, more than 200 prosperous, alpine-style
houses climbing the first ranks of surround-
ing hills. The great majority of these are
vacation homes, some incorporating rental

-units, in which most of the town's 150 year-

round residents live.

- 1finc the school set apart on the edge of
the village, near where the road starts to
climb the hill into the subdivision. It is a
substantiil split-level building, about a doz-
en years-old, built of brown-stained lumber
in a mountain-modern style. On fhree sides,
cool granite boulders and lodgépole forest
edge close to the big windows. Or the fourth
side is a playground, and bankeéd!into the hill
is a sturdy 40-foot-long wood,en ‘tunnel,
which: in the snowy months provides the
only access to the school s sheltered entry-
way. : o .l:

Lastspring,a small bear trled to wrestle
the school’s big boxy trash bln from the
entryway out through this tunnel giving up
finally to peel back the bin’s top as if to say
“Oh, never mind, I'll eat it here.?

This bear was later seen cun}musly peer- '
ing into the school’s lighted windows at a "
PTA meeting, as if studylng anlmals in a z00.

1 learn these thmgs from Jxm Fedderly, .

who soon arrives.on a bicycle: He js-all-in

blue — corduroy jeans and.windhreaker —a-.:. -
spare, gentle-looking man in his.middle 40s,.;

school in the Mountains

with glasses and a full, gray beard.

His wife, Trish, arrives a short time lat-

©er. She appears a few years younger than

her husband, and has spirited brown eyes
and a quick smile. “Come on in,” Jim says,
shaking my hand. “The place isn't exactly

- what you think of as aone-room school.”

teacher named Allie Huberty, and

See Page 8

he first elementary school classes in »
Bear Valley were held in 1968, by a -

£861 ‘S| ¥IGWIAON ‘QIUOM SIHL

opened at Je1 ry and Kay Metﬂer s home on _

Z ,




Aeom smolders
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Editor: }

People in pain sometimes lose sight of the
distinction between tragedy and help, between
emergency and response. One man says the
Forest Service burned down his house. Fire
doesn’t burn houses; agencies burn houses.

Seme people assume that agencies possess
godiike powers to prevent natural disaster, and
that the occurrence of such tragedy indicates' an-
agency’s failure. People wish for an ultimate .
parent to shield them from hardships. If only we
lived in such a world! Some people become
enraged when they discover that-this is not so.

'T'm sorry for the peopie who lost their homes
It IS tragic. Unfortunately there are no
guarantees in this life, and it isn’t always so-‘
meone’s fault when disaster strikes. Emergency i
response personnel and insurance sometimes’
mitigate disaster, but neither can be expected to 'w
remove all risk.:

As for firefighters-and the1r managers, they
are neither nerfect nar nﬂ.nnwnrﬁﬂ !l‘hpv e ant |

a tough job to. do - W1th limited resources. ,
Sometimes firefighters are welcomed into com-'|
munities with banners and parades. In ‘Wood-
“wds, firefighters were second-guessed; con- |
omed with obscene gestures, and- humﬂltated
by citizen complaints on the’ evening news. ]

A man lost his perspective, -along ‘with his
nouse, in the Acorn fire. At a public meeting in
August, he said that firefighters should have died |
trying to protect houses. As if any house is worth |
a human life. As if a human sacrifice would‘
satiate the flames. Perhaps I could forgive h1_s
lunacy and hope it is temporary, but what of the |
crowd that rose to its feet in standing ovation? It |
deesn’t make sense to me. ‘What is going on here? -

- The Forest Service was criticized for callmg
Woodfords volunteers off the fire..The three -
_voluntéers in question arrived on the scene first |
and waited. They had not tried to climb the
mountain to reach the.fire because they wore | ‘
heavy rubber and fire jackets, and were not |
tramed for the situation. Ten minutes later,
“Forest-Service crews-arrived—Volunteers ‘and-
‘Forest Service crews alike thought the fire would
pose no problem. The assistant fire chief of the |
volunteers participated in deciding that -the |
volunteers would return_ to. the f1re house The ’
decision made sense. - L
* Why was this turned into an 1ssue" FES

Two months later the controversy’ still
smolders. New fires have replaced old but: there .
is no shortage of critics. A Wwoman complains
that L_I'cﬂghte). 5 sit under a1tree playing cards in-

stead of fmmng the fire. Someone suggests that
verhaps they have spent the last 18 hours fighting
the fire and are trymd to relax enough to sleep
before returning for another grueling shift.
“Oh,” she replies, “I hadn’t thought of that.”” -

Can this t3 ype of thoughtless attitude create the
backlash that happened after Acorn? Or is there
more toit? :
" When I toured Alpine Village 1mmed1ate1y
after the homes burned, I saw people telling news
crews about their- losses This is normal fare
following disaster. But later I saw a man shuttl-
ing reporters around to distraught people who
said the Forest Service should have done
something differently. It started slowly at first. I
‘watched him bait a news crew from Portland,
but they weren’t buying it. T saw him two more
times the followng day, herding reporters to the
same few interviews. Other crews eventually -
picked up the story, as. ev1denced by the huge
drama that unfolded. -~

Imagine my surprise when I found out that this
man has filed a large claim with the Forest Ser-
vice for damages he suffered from the fire. For
hb house? No, he didn’t lose it. I still don’t know

~eXactly why-he orﬁamzed the criticism. But it oc- -

curs to me that he may have taken advantage of -

‘his distressed neighbors and the news medla for

his own gain.
Two more months pass and the controversy

‘has died considerably. An independent review .

concludes that the Forest Service responided ap~
propriately. New homes have taken -shape in-
fﬂpme Village. Alpine County officials are work--
ing with the Forest Service to build a better

‘response system. Almost everyone is making -
-progress. Except for a few lone coyotes Who con- |

tinue to howl at the moon. . -
. MARK HUMMEL
.. - Sparks "
S Nov.11 ;
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Honored

Douglas County sheriff’s dispatchers were
honored by the FBI recently for their help
last May in capturing a suspect at Lake
Tahoe who allegedly kidnapped two Reno

teens and murdered their chaperones. From
left are Liz Hertz, Roxanne Crawford and

——————————

Cyndi Rymer. R-C photo
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Morris, Lynn entertain for love
as former partner hits big time

by TREVA ZELLER
Staff writer -

The comedy act began as ‘‘Martin
and Walker.” Steve played the straight
man; Morris, the wild and crazy guy.

Today, Morris Walker is still having
fun but with a dlfferent partner — his
wife, Lynn. -

. Although he and his childhood chum
Steve Martin went their separate ways,
Morris will tell you they both got what
they wanted. Steve landed fame; Morris
found his personal ‘‘paradise.”

““When Steve and I were kids, we both
wanted to be entertainers,’’ said Morris,
who is now advertising director for
Nevada Magazine. “But I wanted to find
a beautiful woman who I could live with
and love and who I could perform with.
Ne both got what we wanted.”

Twenty years ago, Morris met Lynn |

Nallace. Since then, the couple has built
¥ lifef around travel, song, laughter, love

and family.

They have done comedy and sung
their way into churches, prisons, com-
munity theaters, hospitals and even
wartime Vietnam, performing in more
than 5,000 shows around the world.

On the road for eight years, the couple

We use music as an ex-

cuse to get on stage to ,'

do comedy.
33

lived out of 2a homemade van, also enter-

taining at campgrounds and for the Na-

tional School Assembly organization.
They performed more for the love of

‘ very sheltered lives,”

entertaining than fortune or fame.

“We use music as an excuse to get on
stage to do comedy,” said Lynn, who
sings with Morris. He plays the guitar.

Their showfeatured banter about local
attractions, ecology and health, but the
main purpose was to entertain. :

“It was really fulfilling to have people
leap to a standing ovation when they
don’t even know you,” Morris said. “We
got paid for it, not a lot, but enough to
keep us on the road.”

The Walkers still entertain, but they
left behind their gypsy lifestyle to raise
their two children. Before commg to.
Nevada, they lived in California in Big
Bear and Chico.

Their permanent home for more than
a year now has been Carson Valley.
They plan to stay, and they wouldn't
cash in their life for the price of fame.

“All my friends who are famous lead

said Lynn, who
Continued to page 11
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ENTERTAINING COUPLE. Morris  world and kept in touch with famous
-and Lynn Walker have performed friends in Hollywood, but the active
together for 20 years, singing and couple have chosen Carson Valley

doing comedy from wartime Viet- as their permznent home. R-C photo
nam to Canada. They've traveled the by Treva Zeller




. has remained friends with television

talk show host Joan Lunden since their
college days.

~ “That could be a good excuse for not
being famous ourselves, but they are
afraid to walk down the street. I don’t
want to live like that, and I don’t want
my kids to live like that.

“I wouldn’t trade lives with them. I've
met more friends here in one year than I
have anywhere else. I feel like I have it
all.”

Lynn, an advocate for children and
health programs, also seems to have
endless energy. She and Morris host a 5
p.m. Sunday radio show on KGVM, call-
ed “Human Nature.” They describe it

as spontaneous and very real, “‘about

real people.”’ :
They’ve also hosted” award-winning

cable television shows and hope to start.

a new program about Nevada in a TV-
magazine format.

“He is a jack of all trades,” Lynn said
about Morris. ‘““My one talent is working
with people; whatever the job is,
because I love people.”

Among the couple’s more memorable
experiences was during the Vietnam
War, when they were hired by United
States Overseas to perform for

When Steve and |

-were kids, we both

wanted to be enter-
tainers, but | wanted
to find a beautiful

~woman who | could

live with and love and
who | could perform
with. We both got
what we wanted.

American troops. A few times, that took
them into the jungle near gunfire and
bombing. v

Lvnn, who came from Pennsylvania

to California to attend college, already
was a world traveler by the time she and
Morris met in 1968 at Chapman College.

Before then, she had attended and
worked for World Campus Afloat, an ac-
credited university on a tour ship. And
as a former cheerleader, she oncetrain-
ed up to 1,000 girls a week for the
American Cheerleaders Association.

There she picked up an interest in en-
couraging young people. She now works
for a program called “‘Up With Kids” in
Markleeville, which includes recreation
and art sessions for local youths.

“I respect kids a lot and I think they
are extremely intelligent,” Lynn said.
“The future doesn’t look good. Drugs
are rampant. It takes a strong kid to say
‘no.” I think if there were more pro-
grams and more to challenge their

~ minds, they’d get bored with (drugs).”

While Lynn has developed interests in
health and making health videos, Mor-
ris dabbles in art and poetry and has
performed as a folk singer. And in the
year he has worked at -Nevada
Magazine, revenues and sales have
doubled. ‘

““The magazine is doing better than it
ever has,” he said. “Staff members are
all the very best in their field, and I real-
ly enjoy what I do.”




WARTIME VIETNAM. Morris and Overseas. Those performances in  were even fired on in the middle of
Lynn performed before American 1971 took them from North Vietnam  the night. Photo courtesy of Lynn

troops during the Vietnam War, to deep into the jungle where they ~ and Morris Walker
traveling with United States




He has written a book about growing up
with Steve Martin, which he hopes to get |
published. ;
;
i
§

In December, Morris will appear ona

“60 Minutes’”’ segment about Steve Mar- |

tin. It was the comedian who suggested
that interviewer Diane Sawyer talk to
Morris.

In earlier days, Morris said he and

Steve lived only for comedy. They enter-
tained each other and anyone else who :
would listen’ Together they appeared in -

coffee shops and school stages in
- vaudeville-type acts with music, Steve’s
magic and jokes.

“They grew up in Disneyland,” Lynn
said, because the two had jobs at the
amusement park and spent so much
time there. Steve was a guidebook
salesman and worked in a magic shop.
Morris was a balloon salesman.

" The two actually grew up in Orange
County, Calif., where they were friends
from 6th grade on, both graduating from
Garden Grove High School. They were
even cheerleaders together.

A school newspaper article described

| respect kids a lot"
and | think they are

" extremely intelligent.
The future doesn’t
look good. ,Drugs are
rampant. It takes a
streng kid to say ‘no’
| think if there were
more programs and
more to challenge
their minds, they’d

get bored with (drugs).

them as a “‘fun-loving duo,” always do-
ing comedy and practical stunts in and
out of school. They planned to perform
as a comedy team after college.

““He practically lived at our house,”
Morris said. “We were only concerned
with comedy and making people laugh.”

But a few years after high school
graduation, circumstance split the in-.
separable pair. Morris was drafted and
Steve landed a job writing comedy for
the Smothers Brothers.

Since Steve Martin hit it big with his
stand-up comedy in the late 1970s, Mor-
ris sometimes has been asked the “what
if” question: What if it had been the

MORRIS AND STEVE. Morris and
his childhood friend, comedian
Steve Martin, were inseparable from .
the sixth grade on. The two spent all

their time making people faugh and

planned to form a comedy team, un-

til circumstances sent them in dif-

ferent directions. Photo courtesy of

Lynn and Morris Walker .

- other wziy around?

* “In some ways, I wish I had never
known Steve,”” Morris said. “To be so
close to someone who is doing what
you've always loved to do and who has
such a historical success, that’s hard on
the ego.” - .

“If I hadn’t known Steve, I would
never have any- reason to compare
myself to him. But T don’t resent him.

“1 wonder what it would have been
like for both of us if we hadn’t known
each other and spent all that time doing
comedy together, but that’s mere con-
jecture. The truth is he’s an old and dear
friend, andyJ love him.”

To Morris, what’s important in life is
what he already has in abundance —
humor and love. .

Morris, - 42, and Lynn, 39, spend a

great deal of time with their son, 9-year-

old Skye, and daughter, 7-year-old
Amye, who attend Jacks Valley School.
The family has even performed on stage
together. . -

““There’s never been a better friend or

" a brighter light in my life than Lynn,”.

Morris said. ‘“She’s an never-ending
source of energy and encouragement.”

“And the kids are the ultimate
wealth.”
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They left gypsy'life for Carson Valley

7

Morris and Lynn

Nowenber 6 19¢]

Continued from page 1
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Bingo in Markleeville. The Native
Sons of the Golden West will sponsor a Bingo
party Dec. 12 at Turtle Rock State Park bet-
ween Woodfords and Markleeville. The
evening’s events will get underway at 6:30
p.m. with a Mexican Enchilada Dinner.
Bingo will follow the meal, and dancing to
the Alpine Trio will begin after the games.
No-host cocktails will be available. Dinner
is $6, and the public is invited.




More embers

/\

from Acorn % .

Editor:

In his letter to the editor‘regarding the Acorn
fire, Mr. Hummel makes numerous statements
to which I would like to respond. I never—at the
August meeting or any other time—heard
ANYone state or imply that anyone should have
given their life to save a home. Let alone would

\\\-

Letters |

to the editor

there have been a “crowd that rose to its feet in
standing ovation” for such a sentiment. I have
heard over and over again, from every segment'
of the community, expression of relief that no one
was injured. There has also been widespread awe
and gratitude expressed toward the numerous
firefighters—ALL 0f themi—wno {OUgHL 10 5ave
structures in the midst of that holocaust.

Fires burn houses, not agencies. Correct. No
person nor agency set about to burn anything.
But the local perception was that the agency
responsible for suppressing the fire—the Forest
Service—was not aggressive enough during the
first two hours and so,-by aet of omission rather
than commission, was responsible for the fact
that 26 homes were lost and 6,600 acres burned.

Mr. Hummel states that “An independent
review concludes that the Forest Service
responded appropriately.” That independent
review also stated that ‘‘unexpected strong winds
contributed significantly to the escape of the
fire.”” That statement, made repeatedly by the
Forest Service, just doesn’t wash locally. Anyone.
who has lived here for very long knows that after-
noon down-canyon winds in the summertime are ?

standard fare. The Forest Service’s own weather
reports forecast afternoon Wmds of 15-25 mph for
that day.

This independent review team was formed. in !
response to our request to Congressman Shum-
way for an independent (of the Forest Service):
investigation into the fire, especially the first two.
hours (the initial attack phase). It should be
peinted out that this “independent” review team
was selected by Regional Forester J.S.. Tixier of
the Intermountain Region of the USF'S.

The team also stated that “Specific criticisms"
were not generally addressed by the Review
Team. In listening to tiie various mndividuais who |

_made presentations it -became _apparent _.that.
many did not have’ first-hand Enowledge regar-|
ding specific issues and it was therefore difficult
to clearly determme the actual events that took
place.” T

“Determining specific events that took place”

is what we thought this mvestlcatmn was all
about.

In contrast, the Alpine County Board of Super-
visors hired Robert Bjornsen, an independent in-
vestigator, to look into the Acorn fire. He stated,
“‘Any fire ignited on the lower, south facing slove
of the West Carson River Canyon, cn a hot July
day would be destined to be difficult to suppress,
and should require full resource commitment, in-
cluding hard hitting initial attack.”

And he concluded that the [Forest Service] in-
cident commander made bad judgment calls by
not actually being on the fire line, by
underestimating the potential for the fire to
escape, and by calling off additional resources
(twe hand crews and four out of seven engines) '
which might well have made a difference. He |
points out that there were radioc communication
problems and problems getting water tc the fire
site, losing the prime, etc., resulting in 30 plus
critical minutes without water. = ‘

Those conclusions support what the locals
believed all along. Unfortunately, Mr. Bjornsen
backed off from making any recommendations
in regard to those conclusions. He stated that the
Forest Service will conduct their own investiga-
tion and “deal with operating deficiencies as
they see fit.”” They have conducted two or three
investigations and each tirfie they blame the fire
on ‘‘unexpected afternoon winds” and find that

their actions were “appropnate for the condi-
tions observed.” They .will not deal -with
operating deficiencies if they don’t admit to any.

We have experienced three devastating fires in
eastern Alpine County in four years, and the
Acorn was indisputably the worst disaster ever to
hit this county. Our perception is that Forest Ser-
vice management, their fire suppression
strategies and policies are in critical need of a
general overhaul. The young men and women on
the fire line have not been and are not the focus of
our anger or criticism—they work very hard and
do the best they can under very difficult cir-
cumstances. The firefighters on the initial attack
worked hard—but they Were undermanned and
under-quipped. »

We have much work to do as a cormmunity to
become more fire safe. We also must work with
the Forest Service to try to get them to change
management policies, and a study is being set up'
which will hopefully include that.

Many recommendations were made in both the
independent team report and the Bjornsen report
as to what we as a community should do, and T
have no argument with most of those recommien-
dations. But it should also be pointed out that if
those recommendations had been in place at the
time of the Acorn Fire, it would not have made
one bit of difference in that fire escaping the in-
itial attack. .
NANCY C. THORNBURG

T Markleeville
* Nov. 20
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Obituarie‘s‘

Glenn Kyle

Glenn Royal Kyle, 76, died
Nov. 11 in Modesto, Calif.

He was born in Gardnerville
on Jan. 22, 1911 a descendant of
the pioneer Carson Valley
families of Kyle and Park.

He moved to Modesto in 1940
and worked as a machinist for

the Valley Tractor and Im--

plements Co. for 36 years until
his retirement. ‘
According to a family
member, he was an avid out-
doorsman and loved to camp,
fish and hunt. '
Survivors include his wife,
 Bess Simmons Kyle of Modesto,
Calif.; daughters, Glenda

Fagundes of Chowechilla, Calif., -

and Susan Genasci of Modesto;
son, Vern Kyle of Modesto;
sisters, Wanda Hall of Gardner-
ville and Vernita Testi of Erie,
PA.; brother, Donald R. Kyle of
Gardnerville; seven grand-
children and numerous nephews
and nieces.

Remembrances may be sent
to the Church of the Cross, 3936
Dale Road, Modesto, Calif.
95356.

Margaret Black

Margaret Gladys Black, 85,
died Nov. 22 at Carson-Tahoe
Hospital. She had been a resi-
dent for the past 10 years, com-
ing from Santa Paula, Calif.

She was born in Reno on April
11, 1902.

Mrs. Black was a homemaker.

She was preceded in death by
her husband Alexander in 1986,
her son Harry in 1983, and her
daughter Helen Allen in 1964.

She is survived by her grand-

son, Harry Griffith of Redwood
City, Calif. :

No funeral service will be
held. Burial was at the Eternal
Valley Memorial Park, Newhall,
Calif.

FitzHenry’s funeral home was
in charge of the local ar-
rangements.

Barrett Clifford, 82, died Nov.
23 at a Carson hospital. He has
been a resident of Gardnerville
since 1962, coming from
Markleeville, where he had

resided since birth on March 6,

1904.

Mr. Clifford was educated at
Markleeville schools. He had
been a retired employee of the
Gardnerville division of the
highway department. '

He was a member of the Car-
son Valley Masonic Lodge No. 33
and the F&AM O.E.S. Royal
Arch Mason’s of Reno. He had
been an adviser of Rainbow in
Gardnerville.

Survivors include his son,
Chuck Barrett of Gardnerville;
brother, Horace B. Vernon of
Markleeville; sister, Genevieve
Allerman of Minden; three
grandchildren, and four great-

- grandchildren.

Visitation was Nov. 24 and ser-
vices were Nov. 25 at Walton’s
Chapel of the Valley. Pastor
Pete Nelsor and the Carson
Valley Masonic Lodge No. 33 of-
ficiated.

A private inurnment is
scheduled to be held at a later
date in the family plot in
Fredricksburg Cemetery.

A memorial has been

established with the Shriners
Hospital for Crippled Children,
1701 19th Ave., San Francisco,
Calif., 94122.

George Coelho

George E. Coelho, 84, died
Nov. 19 in Gardnerville. He had
been a resident there for 11
years, coming from Salinas,
Calif.

He was born in Watsonville,
Calif., on May 27, 1903.

He had been a real estate
developer and a member of the
Carson City Elks Lodge.

He is survived by his wife,
Marguerite of Gardnerville;
son, George Stephen Coelho of
Salinas; daughter, Carol
Longshore of Carson City;
brother, Carl Coelho of Watson-
ville, Calif.; and three grand-
children.

A private cremation was held
‘at the Sierra Crematory in Reno.
The family will have a private
memorial in Salinas, Calif., at a
later date.

Walton’s Funeral Home and
Crematory was in charge of the
arrangements.
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of kleeville. The Native
Sons of the GGolden West will sponsor a Bingo
party Dec. 12 at Turtle Rock State Park bet-
ween Woodfords and Markleeville. The
evening's events will get underway at 6:30
p.m. with a Mexican Enchilada Dinner.
Bingo will follow the meal, and dancing to
the Alpine Trio will begin after the games.
No-host cocktails will be available. Dinner
is $6, and the pubic is invited.
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‘by TREVA ZELLER
Staff wrlter

Local gover nment needs to be
more forceful
developers to install fire safety
improvements as subdivisions in

- wildland areas proliferate, local .

officials were told Tuesday.

Public_officials - also. can' no
longer view wildland fire protec--

- tion separately from- structure

-protectlon, because the two 'in-"
- termix in increasing numbers, ’
according to retired U.S. Forest o

' ‘Serv1ce member Bob Irwin, He

-is now a planning commlssxoner
in Califprnia,

Irwin spoke to a ]omt meetmg

of the Douglas County commis-

.-, sioners and Alpine County super- .,

O s A

in requlrmg :

siderations for the Wildland-

Structural Intermlx in the year:

2000.”
He has studied seven countles
in Northern and Central Califor-

nia where forest fires raged out.

of control this summer,

According to Irwin, millions of
acres were allowed to burn.
‘because " firefighters . had .to~
“spend too much time spread out:
protecting str uctuies instead of-

hitting the fire line.

“And the cost for the defense;

" of the structures is never figured

: separately from ‘the wildland:-
- 'ennnvbcmnn n\"fru t- 22 Tyevariv cadd- -
) 'ed :

He said there is three million’

acres of potentlally developable

visors on “Local Planning Con-

land in the study area, much like

other wildland areas where in-
tense' building pressure is ex-

. pected in the next decade. A
jump as high as 90 percent in- °

crease in populatlon already has
occurred in the seven counties
since 1970, - .

“Both local governments ‘and
fire services have concentrated
on. wildland interface’ . —. either
wildland fires or structure fires,

separately,” he said. “We don’t
have that clear dlstmctlonl

anymore.”

homies are iitroduced to heavrly

tmdotnfnrl cand gamatimar ‘inoos"

'cessmle wildland _areas each‘_

year, Irwin said, - .
Durmg the meetmg, East

“sion “that we’re not gomg to be .

‘comes sweepmg through
}Dnscoll said.’ -~
.. More busmesses, mdustry and :

Fire: Tougher controls n eede"di |

Continued from page 1 -
minutes and one engine fo a
remote area no longer works if
there are now 200 homes, Irwin
added.

They also can seek the crea-
tion of protective areas with less
vegetatwn, such as a meadow,

* golf ‘course, school yards - at.‘_

i strategic locations:

" But Irwin adrnltted an
“Achilles’ Heel” in the whole
planning process: parcel map
subdivisions. Local boards have

less control over parcel map
land divisions than other sub-
divisions.

Irwin outlined five
weaknesses in how public boards
handle wildland subdivisions,
describing the oversxghts as
“benign neglect”

"& Nof relating the real story to’

thé ‘public about the problems
that exist when there is a
wildland-structural intermix.

eViewing projects with a

case-by-case perception without
looking at the dangers from the
environment as a whole.

oA failure to use scientific
and professional data in
reaching decisions,

oAn mterm1x parsdox in plan—
structures because flre serv1ces )
can’t protect all homes. With ™
that, firefighters are spread out
protecting homes instead of sur-

rounding the fire. ~—

Fork F11e Chlef Blll Duscoll
"made a comparison to. the'
- Foothill area, which has’ built -
- out s1gmf1cantly in récent years.
" The. area is considered to be =
highly susceptible:'to. wildland
. fires because, of a mixture of -
- heavy brush, The area also lacks
‘an adequate water system for "+

fighting fires.
With that, there is a subd1v1

able to protect,”” if a major fir

He "added’ that". developers
often argue that water systems.

‘ all\} \lthﬁl ]Alllleﬂbllls Dlalluﬂldb e
"are too expensive to make a plo
- ject feasible. . ., :
- But pubhc boards that ap—

‘more power than they: think in
iseeking higher, standards. from--.
. developers. Who make’; million-

dollar profits; ‘according to ‘Ir:

- win.  He'said . the; boards also;,

safety.” .. il

payer dollars- w1th better plann
ing; he'said, =~

Cbill < for,

ing dec1s1ons allowmg develop

Record Covyr -
12-4-87

In addition, governments can} :
aetually save thousands of tax: -

*“Local govelnmen never g S
,'t Structural .
"pmtectlon,” because,: wildland
- areas are usually protected by~
: federal ‘or state agencxes Irwm‘

“T believe it's up to.the fire

" services to tell public boards the
:problems that. exist,” .he said;

‘‘They need. ta- be more
forceful:¥ -7 -

Iy the fire serv1ces, can be re-

quiréd.to maintain fire safety'.‘

mprovements "o
< Local governments and flre

”servwes can take other steps, in=
= “eluding res evaxuarmg‘”n e"“ ke
= disaster:-'plans.-and --résponse:
. strategxes A response timeof 15"

s Gonllnued to; page6 o

; But fedel al and state flre -
‘agencxes also should become in- -
volved .in the'.county planning
- process from the beginning and .
- not the Uisual “botfom end” of a--
‘development, he argued.

" 4The developer not necessarl-
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Bingo in Markleeville, The Native
Sons of the Golden West will sponsor a Bingo

party Dec. 12 at Turtle Rock State Park bet-
ween Woodfords and Markleeville. The
evening’s events will get underway at 6:30
p-m. with a Mexican Enchilada Dinner.
Bingo will follow the meal, and dancing to

- the Alpine Trio will begin after the games.
No-host cocktails will be available. Dinner
is $6, and the pubic is invited.

Ski SIg?n-u S. The Douglas County Ski
Club will hold sign-ups at Douglas High
School Saturday, Dec. 12, 9 a.m.-noon.
Parents must sign registration forms. The
program is open to Douglas County
students, Saturday program, ages 10
through high school; Sunday program, ages
8 through high school. Cost is $160 for pro-
~gram with four two-hour lessons, and $130
.for no lessons. The club will ski at Heavenly
Valley Ski Resort. There will be a $20 late
fee charged after Dec. 12. Information,
" Frances Pedroarena, 782-5117, days.

Benefit Dinner. A benefit dinner for
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“This is a really solid school’ .
Douglas High School participates

In state improvement program




.

by JOYCE HOLLISTER '
Staff writer .

A School Improvement
Assessment Team composed of
six teachers at Douglas High is

focusing attention on three areas

at school they feel could use im-
provement. o

Itisail. partof a state School
Improvement Program, and
Douglas is one of the few high
schools in Northern Nevada to
participate in it.

In fact, according to Principal

Hal Butler, DHS is the largest
Northern Nevada high school
willing to involve itself in the
program — a program in which
students and teachers take a
good look at what’s going on at
school, decide where im-
provements can be made, and
then make them. :
- It will go on all year and in-
volves a lot of paperwork,
meetings, goal settings and pro-
ject development and im-
plementation. ’

First, this fall, students and
teachers filled out surveys
designed to find out the school’s
strengths and weaknesses.

They were asked to rate cer-
tain aspects of the school,  in-
cluding its learning climate, in-
structional leadership, expecta-
tions of students and staff, pur-
poses and goals, methods of
monitoring progress, home-
school involvement and public
image.

Specifics in these categories
ranged from statements on stu-

dent behavior to teachers’ will-

ingness to try new ideas, from
commitment to goals to respect
for others on the part of both
students and teachers.

The teachers rated 100
statements and students, 50.
Many of the same statements
were rated by both. ‘

According to Butler, from the
survey the team determined that

. most of the teachers and most of

the students feel that ‘‘all
students can learn, not just those
who are really smart,” at
Douglas High School.

“I feel that this is significant,”
he'said. “If you're (a student) in
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a situation where you're feeling
put down, it's easy to believe
that the teacher feels you can’t

‘make it.”

Butler said the No. 1 criterion
for excellence in a school is the
belief that students, and
teachers, do well.

The School Improvement
Assessment Team, composed of
Butler as chairman and teachers
Jeanne Turnbeaugh, Burr Otto,
Sunny Murphy, Glenda Smith,
Jim Chatfield and Lynda Har-
die, took the results of the survey
and “‘brainstormed’” ideas for
specific improvement goals.

Out of many, they chose three:
to develop an assessment pro-
gram to increase student
achievement; to develop a
registration and scheduling pro-
cedure that will insure proper

"placement of students with

minimal changes; and to
develop a partnership among the
school, family and community.
Turnbeaugh and Otto are co-
chairmen of the first committee.
Assessment of student achieve-
ment is the testing of their skills
and determining at what level of

learning they are at a given

time.

Turnbeaugh will concentrate
on the development of criterion-
referenced testing, or testing for
the curriculum that is taught at
the school. Otto will concentrate
on standardized testing — tests
that are given nationwide. .

The problem is, according to

Otto, that it is difficult to
measure the learning that is tak-
ing place at DHS when there is
no method of measuring it.
Students in elementary and mid-
dle school take standardized
tests at regular intervals.

The state 9th grade proficien-
cy test, which must be taken by
all freshman students, is a very
basic test, requiring skills usual-
ly learned in elementary school.

Juniors repeat the proficiency
test (a state requirement), and
seniors take college-entrance
exams. But in between there is
room for tests that can deter-
mine how much students are
learning and in what areas.

Turnbeaugh will be looking at
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developing Douglas High School
tests that will measure what
students are learning at DHS,
based on what they are being
taught.

Burr is charged with finding
standard tests that could be us-
ed. The difficulty here, he said,
is how much they will cost. Tests
can be expensive.

When teachers know what and
how well students are learning,
scheduling them for the next
year’s classes could be easier.

Co-chairmen of the registra- .
tion and scheduling committee,
Chatfield and Hardie, therefore
will reap the benefits of Turn-
beaugh’s and Otto’s efforts.

Chatfield said that there are so
many changes of classes at the
beginning of the school year
because students don’t really
know where they should be or
what they want, that the first
couple of weeks of school are
disrupted. Learning suffers as a
result.

He and Hardie hope to develop
a new registration and schedul-
ing program by this spring so
that students will be. better
suited to their classes and be
registered in them before school
starts in the fall.

Teachers at DHS will be more
involved in the process to make
sure that students are placed in
the right classes.

Murphy and Smith are work-
ing on the third goal, that of not
only developing a partnership
among the school, family and
community, but also to improve
student responsibility for learn-

.ing, working and getting along

with .others.

As relationships and self-
esteem improve, it is hoped that
student academic achievement
will improve as well.

The first activity the commit-
tee has set is the school slogan
contest, which began Dec. 7 and
will end next week.

Students and teachers may
enter their slogans to win a
“night on the town’ package
that includes a dinner for two at
the Inn Cognito in Genoa, hot
tubs at Walley’s Hot Springs,
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TEAM. The School

followed by a-movie:

Murphy and Smith made a
couple of suggestions for slogans
that stress academic excellence,

give entrants an idea of what
‘they are looking for:

“Excellence is Expected,”
was one, and the other was
“Where Minds Matter Most.”
The slogan will be used on the
school letterhead as well as in
promotions at school.

Next to come are programs
that involve parents and
students, and the school and the
community. Murphy and Smith
plan to ask students and com-

Improvement Team at
Douglas High School gets togetherin the DHS
library. From left are Sunny Murphy, Principal

munity members to help with
their activities.

“We’ve got good response
from the community,” Murphy
said. ‘“People have volunteered
to join.”

The teachers want to get out to
the public what kids are doing at
DHS.

“This is a really solid school.
There are some good academics
here,” Otto said, adding that he
feels the community isn’t aware

‘of the good things going on at

Douglas.
Butler praised the work of the
six teachers and the many

Minden: Rate increase

Continued from page 3

from Rotary Club members,
who said no one was using the
facilities anymore because of
costs.

Users pay a $300 refundable
cleaning charge and a $15-an-
hour rental fee. Other board
members said the fees are
reasonable compared to other
rental halls and money is needed

for the care of the buildings,
cleaning and repairs.

e Approved a request for a
special use permit for
photographer Jay Aldrich to
convert an existing garage into a
photo studio at 1641 Esmeralda.

Board members said they
wanted to see low-key
businesses such as the studio in

Hal Butler, Lynda Hardie, Jeanne Turnbeaugh,
Jim Chatfield and Burr Otto. Not pictured,

Glenda Smith.

R-C photo

others who will be working on
the School Improvement Pro-
~ gram this year.
“They’ve put in a lot of time,”’
he said. :
Butler also said that even
though the program is only a
year-long effort, it would be dif-
ficult to stop with just three
goals.

Next year the school maycon-
tinue a similar program on its
own.

Gardnerville Elementary
School also is taking part in the
state program this year.

considered

this area that would not detract
from its residential character.
The home is in an area
designated for residential of-
fices.

e Reviewed plans for a second
building being constructed by
Clark Properties at U.S. 395 and
10th Street. Retail shops will go
in the building.
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1887: Winter
is beautiful

100 YEARS AGO
Friday, Dec. 23, 1887
Genoa Weekly Courier

THE FINEST. This is about the finest Winter

that ever slid down the silent stairway of the
stars, to roost on the land of the free and the
home of the brave. Nevada, world-famous for
her delightful climate, is apparently trying to
surpass herself in beautiful days and starry
nights.

CHRISTMAS PRESENT. Mrs. Langtry has

| Remember
- when?

telegraphed for 40 acres of Nevada land for a
Christmas present to a friend. Her ideas are

* certainly sound on both land and Christmas

presents. The Carson Appeal says, ‘‘She has
traveled all over the United States and is con-
sidered as a first class land sharp. After
carefully studying the land and climate of a
score of States she selects 40 acres of Nevada
land as a Christmas gift to a friend.”

> 7

Tad ersl Covas
50 vEARs AGo  12{2Y [ 7

Dec. 24, 1937

.The Record-Courier
CHRISTMAS TREES. With the forest depart-

ment tightening rules for cutting trees on public
domain, many local people who have previously

enjoyed the fun of going into the hills and cut-
ting their own Christmas tree, passed the an-

‘nual trip into the mountains this year and were

content to buy a tree from local dealers, paying
about 75 cents to $1 for the ones of average size.
BAD DAYS. With the flood necessitating clos-
ing of school two days last week and the need
for carrying the study period over to Tuesday
of this week, which should have been part of
the Christmas vacation, pupils and teachers
alike are agreed that two of the toughest days
of the term were those of Monday and Tuesday.Z
~—~ BRIDGE REPLACED. The bridge at Wood- ;
fords, washed away by high water last week, | :
closing down the main traveled highway tu
Markleeville, has been replaced by a tem- i
rary structure.
DOUGLAS LOSES. Tuesday night in a listless
and ragged game the Reno Delts basketball
team handed the Douglas high school Tigers a
35-9 defeat on the local court. The Reno Delt
team is composed of former high school players
and took a lead over the Tigers in the opening
minutes of the game. In a second game,
somewhat of a thrilling contest, the Carson
Valley Twenty-Thirtians nosed out the First Na-
tional bank squad by a score of 22-20.
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