
POWER COMPANY employees work on downed poles. 
1 

DOWNED power lines 
were a common sight. BLACKENED PINE TREES are backlit pY a setting sun Wednesday off a side road. 
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Fire levels one of 27 homes in its path as ihaged through thousands of acres in Alpine County --· ··,, .·., .. · . ' . . (, . . .. - . ••·' ',·. . 

1.1 Homes Hit 
BJ bil fire in 
Alpine Cou 

;, 6,0QO.Jinder-dry acres 
'.' aflame south of Tahoe 
:_ By Ste"en A. Capps 

OF THE EXAMlNER STAFF . : • :· • . 

. • , ,; WOODEQRDS,;Alpine. County - A' ''ve~y costly;: 
very severe" wildfire continued to rage. upchecked · .· 

, through tinder-dry brush and timber here Thursd;iy, 
. destroying at least 27 µomes and damaging more than 

50 o~het'buildings. No deaths or serious injuries were 
reported. One firefighter received minor leg injuries 

· .froqi falling !lebris, said _U.S. Forest Service spokes­
•. woman Sandi Sullivan. 

State .Route 88,' the area's major road, remained 
.closed between U.S. 395 in Nevada and State Route 89 

·: in California. . .·. · • . . 
By mid,day, the .blaze, apparently set by lluman 

· ·. hand Wednesday. morning, had. burned ov~r more 
than 6,000 acres. of timberland around• this Alpine 
County village . 

. Besides Woodfords, it had done some damage in the 
Mesa Vista, Alpine Villag~ and Paynesville subdivi-
sions.' .. 

As gusty winds began to pick up again after calming 



complete investigation," Sullivan been saved but that an undeter-
said. · mined number of others had not 

Alpine County Superior Court · been. 
Judge Hilary Cook, who owns a Thursday morning, firefighters 
home in the . canyon, said he had were digging a fire break along the :-:,--From A-1 
heard a report it was started "by . southern edge of the blaze in an 

• .. overnight, forestry officials·· said some kids playing with .. matches". attempt to prevent it from reaching 
.; they. could not predict when the but couldn't confirm.that. · · the Sierra Pines mobile home com-
; fire could be brought under con- Cook and more than.250 other munity two.miles south of Wood-
, .trol. · residents of the area were forced to · fords. . 
· "Right now, we're just trying to flee their homes in the early after- Alpine County Sheriff Larry 
.slow it down," said one firefighter noon Wednesday. As of Thursday Kuhl said the fire was so intense-
·on the line. morning, Cook said he understood smoke from it could tie seen as far 
. Sullivan said that while the fire his home, and two others nearby away as RellO and Carson City, 60 
;was not spreading as ''wildly" as it belonging to relatives, were still miles away~ that it was difficult to 

.. had Wednesday afternoon. and standing. · · ·make ·an accurate assessment of 
·night, it was· still far ,from being High winds whipped the.blaze · damages. ·. . · · · · · · · 
either contained or controlled. · into the Mesa Vista subdivision out- He said at least 27 homes in two 

Unusually dry conditions caused side :Woodfords, which is sou.th of subdivisions had been destroyed 
, by last winter's Jack of snowfall was South Lake '.l'ahoe. . . : · .. ''. and another 50 damaged. Sullivan 
:providing ready fuel more typical "When we left, there was a:solid 'said ··numerous outbuildings had 
of the fall than mid-summer, offi- walloffiregoing40mph,''·saidEllie lieen destroyed;· · · · 
· cials said. O'Toole, who fled her home ·with "It's a very costly, very severe 

Contributing to the difficulty of her husband, carrying two guitars fire," Reinhardt said. 
,stopping the Wildfire was the typi- and a set of tools. Their home. was Evacuees, some of whom had on-
.cal July heat arid wind in the Sierra. not damaged. "We just thought:we ly a few minutes to flee the flames; 
The· National Weather Service said would never see our honie agafu.'! were taken to an elementary school 
•temperatures in the fire.area would' The fire moved so fast it endan- · in Woodfords but had to leave it as 
go as.high as 95 degrees.Thursday gered firefight!lrs, ,some 900 of ·:,· ;- , . well as the flames advanced. Some 
afternoon, with winds gusting to. 40 whom came from agencies else- . t~J:1>, _five bulld_o.zers and_ 80 ~rre ~n- were taken to the county seat, 

:mph or more. whereinCalifornia,Nevada,Id~ho, · gmes were_bemg used:m f1ghimg Markleey_'ille.and others were tak-
"The forecas.t is for. some. thun~---·wyoming an<fUtah,:·-----;-:- ~-::-· ·:,.,.. · the flames.,-.. ----,.·:-•·~·'-'•-·~----- ·· · · ' . •. 

derstorms this afternooµ," Sullivan · · Ronan Thornhill; a r:i;evada DiVJ.- :, ·; Reini\ardt• said th.e :• landmark·" ,ento\,~r~11.ei:ville, ,Nev., to the e~t. 
said. "And tile ·wind may come up sion of forestry: Qffici;i}; said fi,r&- ,;'\1\/o.odfpi:ds storn·:,iUJd Qthe1\ build· , ,, i Tl\ere, :wa~ µo power or .t~!e­
again. We'll just have to wait and fighte~ \lad moved into:WQQdf!!fds in,~ ~iil~e Ce!)t~f :ofthe ~~WI); ))all ' PP~n~ ~~fV~~!l, !Ji ~?r~l~evJJle. ::et~!:~t t~P:,~ather does and ~,1~!u!~~~c!~~;::f:r'!1~i~e~ ; · '·· ' · · ·•. · ·,·.·· · · · ,·' · ' '•~~;d"'J '::::i. ) 

1 

\ q () ,I 

• The rapidly moving fire started it, it was everywhere,'' .he said,." ·' · . \) -J \ 
before· noon We,mesday in the Forestry• Division .commander 
Crystal Springs r. ,mpground. Au- Jim R!linhardt added that ·concU• 
thorities said th. )laze was "man- , tions were so dry that the aqvanc-
caused,'' but thE were not certain ing fire line was shooting streaks of · 
whether it was ( diberately set.• flame a quarter mile ahead of itself. 

"That's all v.,,:, know pending a · Five air tankers, three helicop-
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n,1Bennei(and his fiancee,Aeri Enright, comfort one another as firefighters mop the ruins of the home of B!!i1nett's father/Alpine County'Supervisor John Bennett.<: ,,";so·o{Jire.figl)ters battle IQ.halt' .l .· - . ":''-Di;Y, ,;;;so> \ai:d/i_.· .. ;-;is,.~.: 

:\f~v~gin_g:A~p~ne CoUnty-~1-~~~ ___ )' 
·By Chris Bowman . ' . of heavy winds (ingered, al(hough th~ 35-mph blasts 
:uee Stall Writer _. . . that created a firestorm Wednesday had slackened 

: •; :.- · · · · . · . · · . .significantly Thursday. :... . : · · ; ; 1, WOODFORDS - Armed with evemhmg from alf- Fed by that wind, the blaze spread with speed that· .... 
. p_ane tankers and helicopters t? shov;els and water·· a;,parently surprised soine U.S. -Forest _Serv_ice fire-•.·· 
;c<1ns, l,300,f1Tef1ghters from five s~~tes Thursday_ ,fighters. An Alpine County sheriffs deputy and a lo- ,. 
:f~ught to c9.\ltf1:>l a stl!bborn eastern suwa blaze that cal _volunteer firefighter both said the Ieader,of the ';.-. 
. nval,s the 91ggest forest fire In Cahforma th\s year. . first Forest Service team on the scene.called Jocal _: 
: ·' Ripping ttirou?h dry sage, mes~uite and pine in. volunteers of,f the fire, But the blaze quickly outstrip: I 
:the T01yabe1 !'fa~IO~i\l.~orest, the fife bas blackened , ped available manpower. · _ •:" .· · 
.ov~r 6,500 ll)-!J~JI.i'.lW ;afres,, ~estroyed 21 house~ an.d Some _loc~l residents expressed ang~r thafthe vol_- !-
'.dnven :i50 peopleftprv·tl;le1,,homes. , · · unteers mitially were sent borne. · · . ·- ••· 
·. Autqoritie~ rePQtted liite·-thursday t&at they had In addition to the homes destroyed,-56 houses and .. , 
:contai,ned 4oi· ·.e_ rce1i,t __ or __ t.he fire, and firefighters had dozens of outbuildh1gs were damag':d· ,The fire r~v­
completed I m1Ies of a firebreak - with another aged some of the Sierra's most scemc land,-scarrmg ·- · 
·12 ½ .fniles to o.'·. 1 . . i _ i jagged scapes that rise and fall majestically, 

Johrr R,.,sse I, head of a.task iorce,of agencies Power and telephoneserviceswereknockedoutin ·' 
figt.(;1g t,, e blaze, predicted that it might be Satur- · · - ·· - · - -- -
day beiore the 1ire is completely contained. The fear See FIRE, back page, A2B The Woodfortls town sign bears mule t~stimciny to.the fire's heat. , · 

1
, • ' . Si'<-t..Mr'v"\e-Ji'U · &e,a::,: i~~~ ':>\.,l"\~1 rpAI 



!~lt~i::.: ... ,. ... . . ;,;trt:i~~~J@f.'i::~tI~l~1~~,~~~~jJ~~~~~~~~~:~ll4 
· .Woof!fords,. and· telephones· were .out i.in Markleeville.' ,,.. did liltle damage, Nelson said. Then it Shifted and head-· may be sent home for their own safety. · .,,. \ ., "1 · 

'· Highways 88 ·and ·s9 in thefire area v,ere closed Thurs:::.·. ed north, avoiding f'.rederlcksburg as It.burned the steep : , · But the fire was tast-moving.'lt consumed 500 'acres 
day·night when thick smoke cut visibility to a minimum:,:·· :ridges in tile direction cif Jobs Peak;,:·'<: , ./ · - •' · , Within_five hours after:it ignited. But In the next 'two 
· · ·The b.laze comes at a·ume when state and federal tor- · : ·-Firefiglr.ters •labored to keep. the)ire·· froin ·moving.: hOurs, anothef-1,500 acres were blackened; and 12 hours . 

. ·.estry'.offidals have·warned of bone-dry .condilions that ·· through and around some·,3 400 burned-out acres left a .after It. start,ea, 5,500 acres were burned. · .·.:::-,·· ·' 
:· ,have.increased the flre·haza.rd in Callfornia',wild lands': ·, .yearago hya blaze near F:redericksburg.' ·• .. , . _: ,, :.: .· · · >\, · · ,At 6 p.m. Wednesday a computer analysis of th~.fire. 
;:,_:i :Fi~e ~a~ blackened !)ver:40,000 ·acre_s cif}orest stat\';;:,:·•: :They Wl!lched hot'spots.near'islands .of d_ry grass anii'.\showed it:,wouid /ak~2 6oo•fi~E:fighters to contain JI, ·,but_ 
. ;_wide this fife season....;. before the massive Sierra blaze.-:. ,fought to outllank the·btaze's southern advance toward ·,:•·only 30.0 were at lhe scene .. w,th another.250 on the:way. 
} : ·:Thursday's asse.ssment of the. Sl.erra fire means that it .. ·. trailer pa.ks near· M~~kle~vllle; ·and· they burned ,.;md :-'By Thursday,firefighters were arrMng from agepdes,in 
:;easily rivals the. 6,420 acres, burned eartier Jhls,m.onth in. · ·.·,cleared a 10-mue-lon,j. sVl'ath in hopes of slopping the ... the Sacramento areatand ._othe~ parts of .Califotnia; :as 

the Modoc NaUonal Forest. : · · . ,,., ·". _.: , . : > , soti!hwar<l progress_.:·:·,.).._.,,.:··· · · · , .,,' /< ... ,:.. :. · · well_ as fro_~ Nevada, ,Oregon, Idaho and Utah. ~ ;a • · 
On Thursday, residents 1Jf the cabins and homes some.· ·. ·u·s set!ing up for·.us·pretty.good right now," said Nei- Fire officials put the cost of fighting the blaze through 

, · 15 miles south ·of lce-blu.e Lake .Tahoe sadly began re- ·. son. "If we don't get the. tough winds, there ls.an end In Thursday.nigh\ at $560,000.There.were some 90 engines, 
: ; tur~ing to the rubble and c~arred land that was once a .sight." ·.· , ···, ·, .·i.'::'_' ,.\,.: ·. . · . three,hellcopters, four air'tankers, eight bulldozers and. 
·' ruggedly beautiful mountain paradise known for fishing · · · Meanwilile, families left homeless,by the blaze coped ·,dozens of"hot shot'' teams equipped with shovels and ax­
., \and se.renily.. · . . .. : . · : .. \.·. . : , . :, :- .wilh theirlcsses at an.•emergency shelter ·sei. up at the:.: .. es. . ,: ; .. • .. ·. '.'. . .. .. .': . ,·. :. iL . · · . : . .' ' 

· ··.They P.ondered the fuiure and spoke of how fire is an. Douglas ·Junior High: School In. Gardnerville. Others ,.· .This ,·story .was -compiled :by Bee ·staff .writer ,Tom, 
• ·ever-pres~nt fear In these mountains. • . . , · , . .:;, sou,_,:ht s.llefter in the homes offriends: : · . : · ( • • : .. Coak!~y. Staff wri~ers.!(en Payton and Dill Walker and 

:i'I got up· Uiis morniQg and·r didn't have any place to· · ·, Some l:i8residents cif subdivisions such as Alpine vn.-_:·:Asso.c,ated ,l'ress cor,tnb_uted to the report. 
tak ~bower," said Alpine County Sheriff's Deputy Skip : lage, Sbinville, Cherry Springs and Mesa Vista registered· · · .... ' ·•/,i;!, :. · · · ·· 

···ye __ "So I.wel\t to brush my teeth and r didn't have a with the Red Cross at the shelter/. . . ,· '· · ... i . . . · 
toothbrush.". • ,· .:.. . . : Snow of the Forest:Servlce·sald.lhe fire started·•in•' 

... :Veatch, who lost his home and mos(of his posessions; ·:Aforn Crucyon,'·a narrow,. chasm··.north of •»tg·•way &8 · · 
·• slept Wednesday night in one of the·few available bunks. 'near the Crystal Springs'Cainpground. The fire raced up 
· -,'-;Ina county Jan cell. · "· .·.. . ·.": • · · ·· ·. · · ii mountai11.to the rioith' of the highway, then jumped to 
·.:.:•we ·chose to live here for obvious'.reasons, but-we. ihesouthnftheroadbefoi'e.headingthro.ugtiWoodford~;· 
' kne_w. lhe riskst. said Veatch. •~we always hoped It ·: a for.merPl'iny Express Remount Station •.• :·: ·< · · 
·,'·wouldn't happen, but It was always in the back.of our· •'•:Then it jumped.back and.forth across the highway,.· 
.. minds." . · . , . ... · · , . · · . burning some buildings but missing others. · · , . · '., 
.\'· U.S. ForeslService spokesman James Nelson said tlie ·.Alpine County Sheriff's Deputy Bob.Tucker,'on duty ·1n,' 
.ifire.'-:- )Nhich started around 11:Joa.m.•Wednesday In a. the fire .-avaged · subdivision· of Mesa Vista; said .he .. 

,arrow canyon.Just north of Highway. 88 ·~ was thought · learned oHhe finffrotn a· .motorist about ,ll:.30. He ia•. 
have been .caused by "human negligei,ce , .. a ciga- 'dioed h1sllepartment;' which· notified volunteer fireiighF··, 

cite or a campfire." No definite cause .has been deter' ers. , . . ·: ,.:-,: :. , : c :·. .· . ·· · , · 
mined. ' ' He said tlie fire .was·so small at ·nrst that he couldn't· 

.Jerry Snow, another U.S. Fores.t.Service spokesman, · 'see it. Bu( volunteer fireman Dave·.Fontana· did see it ..:c. 

, ... s.i-i!~ three firefighters suffered minor Injuries. One if was abohlt U feet ... sq1iare'·':'- and drove,th.e.tire truck he .. 
'·,:IWl§led his knee, a second received a cut above an ,eY<; operated as ·close.' as-:possible. Since··.hls ··department'·'; 
, :~nd t.~f third was oyercome from heal exhaustion. · / .doesn't have equipment to fight :caiJ:;ion:flr~ •. he called · 
:J ·' -: · ·· ' ;. for Forest Service help from Markleeville.; .': ·.. , ... •:. 

\ . '.Tucker _said it .to9k_the :Fore~tServlce 15.minutes.,to _.: / 
toll three engines; imct'that.lhe Mad .of the contlngent;l 
toldFontanatogobome'.':[:\,' . · ·•. i. · . ·! .. ;:·;,< .,, '· '.'•· 
: ."He was.walking up and down the highway sayiilg;'No. 

· .. problem,= ·$aid Tucker: The deputy said the· man In.':.·: 
. charge told.him that the fire should be i:ontalned.bfa·.:·: 

• r_iver next. to: High\Vay_88 an_d bY ,roc,k °-l\tcrop.1J.lngs near .·: . 
... theblaze:··' ·:::".'' _.'.',y';~,{:'.::;- ·;,.: .. ,:·. · : · .. ·:: . . ·· 

. ·ruckenecalled that the.supervisor said, "T.here's no· .. 
· moteneedforyourgroupto:standby." · ... ; . · 

"We s_aid '10:4' and tolled our rigs_out,~ said the.depu:. 
ty. ·u they had asked the·volunteers lil stay there .when·. 

·the fire was started,w~t\J~\d~'t be here now," . . ... 

'\' : l. 
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Brush FirecBurns 6,000 Acres on California".Nevada Border:' .. _ ,,_; ·: " . . . · 'i, 

J:'irefighte. rs in N·e. v_ ada ne~ Markleeville, Cal~f., ge~- . least 27 homes nearby. in Woodfords, Calif., .and by . 
ting ready to do battle with a blaze shortly after 1t yesterday afternoon ·some 1,500 people were fight­
started in the Sierra· _Nevada. The fire destroyed at ing it. No serious injuries have p_een reported: · .·., 

' . ,. : .,., .··. .;. . --.·, .. ~ 
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~MIGRANT TRAIL 'residents view the remains 
l ' , / ' ., 

~laze sp.ared another home Just yards away. 
,A.J: .:0.'.:.:._ /':.LJ•:~:~J• Jji'~ 

Tribune photo by Scott Locker 

of one family's two-story house destroyed In the Woodfords fire. lronlcally, the 

'i' 
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By JOHN DUNBAR 

· Tribune Staff .Writer 

Containm'ent is slowly coming 
within reach of 1,300 firefighters 
who continue to battle a stub­
born timber and brush fire that 
has turned at least 6,550 acres 
of rolling Sierra wilderness in 
Alpine County to little more 
than charred rubble. 

In two days the blaze has 
swept across steep terrain east 
of the Tahoe Basin in the 
Toiyabe National Forest from 

See more photos on Page 12 

Wood.fords to Fredericksburg, 
destroying 'XI homes, forcing 250 
people to flee their homes and 
dropping ash 30 miles north on 
Carson City. · 

Besides the 'XI homes, a U.S. 
· Forest Service · spokeswoman 
said "innumerable" barns, sh­
eds and other outbuildings were 
leveled by the fire. 

The $4 million blaze was re­
ported 40 percent contained this 
morning by the spokeswoman. 

"I can tell you this - we 
won't contain it today or tomor­
row," Johri Russell, head of a 
task force in charge of the 
blaze, said Thursday. "A lot de­
pends on the winds and how 
good our crews are." 

Winds are expected to kick up 
again around noon today, which 
may rekindle hot spots that con­
tinue to smolder mainly in the 
Acorn Canyon near Crystal Spr-

(See FIRE, back page) 



·Besides; lrecause,tlie· helitanker 
takes on· .water. froin· tivers·.and 
lakes . near· ·fires,. ·its: -turnaround 
tir11e is short; ,•i2:Joads_of..4,500 gal, 
' ,r_ foam.an:hotit;:'.Bacon said.-

traditional· fixed-wing :,tan& 
e,~•uauling ,2;000 to'.3;000:gallons. 
"We figure-if you turn•aroimd·every 
45-n;i_inutes_,you:ve:got,a Jast sy.S:: 
tern. he·sa1d.· ,- . . . . · · · .... 

The new technology is all part.of 
· an ·-e"ffort to· get a. leg up on the 
forees that bur11 - especially this 
year in a fire season that. thanks to 
rrttich lighter than norinal seasonal 
rainfall. is expected to be a rough 
one.· .. ,. 

:rile California .. Department .. of 
Forestry ICDFl is running a sini)lar 
experiment.from.its .Bieber. Lassen 
County, station .. ·. · . : . 

"This stuff (foanil has deep.pene­
trating capabilities. It eliminates all 
the visc_osity-of. water.:and it just 
sinks in,;' sald:BiU-Tele---of Sacra­
mento. CD F's chief of. fire control 
operations. AlsO; it· costs less than 
the ·gum0thicliened · fireretardatit 
no,v in com.iitori use; II° cents· vs: 60 
cents i>er gallon, 'he-said. · · 

·Jt· may_ lielp; b_uLrtot enough ·to 
enable·fire~ighters to get the 'Upper 
hand ·on ··Mothef,Nature;. because 
th1:/:Goldeii'Staie•s:ecosystems were 
l~tgeiy. sliaped 'oy· .wildfire, They 
a~ tolerant o(.if, and: some ~ the 
giant Sequoi:i-; for.:example .:.....need 
fi~e. to reprodu~ ·.; ·.: .. : ' : :· '. ., 

. Althoµgli_ llif f~eral and 'state 
g~vernments spend;.about- $90 mil­
lion ·a year..pn .(fre:inanagemen! ani:! 
suppression:·ini Californi;i. _wildf~ 
disasiei:s i-ectir'. They are particular: 
ly. likely in• seasons' like .this. one. 
where liglit·tainJall ·have made the 
r orPSts and tlie diapar:ral 1:oriiniuni­
t r'thari.-nor.maL · · · . ·. 

ffrt? dangei:=;•is at mid to late 
Aui,;i.lst leveJs,:~said Richard=D.Har­
rell of Sa·n:·Frincisw,, Forest .Ser­
,·ice-fire nianageqientspecialisi:for 
the Pacific.SOu_thwestRegion~ . . 

. What prof~io11als fear-is anoth, 
er.,year. like :1985 .. Between July .. 2 
and ll.Southem.Caiifornia was hit 
by 40 fires. 14°of. them major. The 
enllre state fii:efighting ~stem was 
thrown· into an :emergency mode: 
33r,ooo .acres. burned, 170, :homes 
wei-e:damaged.9r. destroyed, 10,000 
peo'ple, fought:p_n the.fii-elines-and 
air tankers-droppea 666,000 gallons 
of. fire retar'cianL", . · • , , . . ,. 

. The brtitetiict is that.California"s 
na'.tf:e. vegetation.: h • supposed , to 
!lJJrn. But. givel\'. the concentration 
(?f most of,the state's23 million peo­
ple.in fire-prone.areas •. public safe, 
ty considerations' won't permit na:, 
ture to-take its-~urs,:,c_._ ; .. _: ·. ·. : 
: · .·:.Consetjueriily ,:. t.he · Forest . Ser;' 
,;ce·,.,CDF,._Los:Angeles ·and .other 
county f.ire·-departments.have since 
the ·early 1970s ·developed a wh_ol~ 
range. of early detection. resource 
management .and: inter-agency to-

-ordination, te;chniques .to nip wild­
fires.'ear-ly. ·:·•.•: ;,, : . . . . 

.'Air- :tanker ··pilo_ts'. have infared 
photographs:of-.the ·hot.spots •in a· 
fire even . .-.:liefoi-e· . .'they take. off. 
Lightning· sti'i_kes anywhere. in the 
state are recorded almosfinstanta­
neo·usly. Some Jire, camps·. hav.e 
ihelr own .:meteo_rologists. ''.'.Fires­
cope," a mult1-ageiicy. project based 
fn River'side·:and inanage<Lby' the 
state.Office of Enier'gency Services 
(, itches the state's major fire-
f, _; ageildes·together in a. coril-
pmt:nzed- information shadng ana 
resource ... management-.... network 
Aerial cam'eras):an spot a baseball, 
s~ed. fire fr?in-10,~ feet, i .• · -:- -: 
L.,-.The ,sy,;te~-is so.refined tha~fire 
dariger. throughout the state is rat­
ed ·daily; A- fire- boss or. '/incident 
comman1,ei::~ .• ~ -~ctually __ ~?ji¥ 

the ~;e·ngth; '&f''the\1ttack on the 
fire' J;iourly,iWheri' muitiple. majer 
fires ·-afflicl'-'.the' state,. the -Multi­
A:gency-_. ~CMrdinadon · ·Sy~tem;. 
which lias't!ie big ·picture; calls the -

-shots.· 
_. Even.so,_'th,e reality of firefight­

ing in California is that tlie firetigh-
ters Just about stay even. · 

The·.explanation .is paradoxical. 
"One reason we're not doing better 
is we're so-.l:la:mn good:at wnat we 
do," Harrell said,· "Weather here 
goes'rrom'too. cold to too dry·and 
doesn't give decay bacteria tin1e. to 
work. so there is a net accumulation 
of. woody" biomass" which fuels 
wildfires. he said. · , · · 

Current statistics· illustrate the 
efficiency· HarreU asserts: the.5,286 
wildfires reported to CDF through 

It may help, but not 
enough to enable 
fire,fighters to_get 
the upper.hand on 
MotherNa-ture, · 
because the Golden . 
.State's ecosystems 
'wei-elargety shaped 

. by wildfire_._ · · . 

July'. 16 · h~~e burned only 23,232 
acres;· the 1,874'. wildfires on Forest 
Service land burned 8,596 acres. 

· Quick fire·suppression allows fu­
el .to accumulate: And when a fuel­
loaded forest like the:Ventana Wil­
derness·Area~in Monterey County 
.(some parts of which hadn't·burned 
in half a: ~eiltury) ignites, the result­
ing fire is unstoppable. The Marble­
Cone Fire in 1977 burned more than · 
170,000 aeres.' .. 

. Calif or:nia's••: firefighting tradi­
tion is one qf rigid suppression. But 
. the philosoph:y.of fire management, 
which emphasizes .. prescribed or 
planned burning. as a. tool to im­
prove a fue1:ioaded area's· environ­
mental health, is gaining a firin 
.foothold. Some215,000 acres will be 
burned intentionaliy this year, 
... Fi_refighting agencies have de­
_veloped a substantial.aerial capabil­
ity since World-War II. CDF, which 
ls responsible.for the direct protec­
tion of 30 million:aci:es; plus anoth­
·er.10 million und·er:contract,.has an 
air for.ce of 50 aircraft and hopes to 
roll oµi /is. first turboprop tanker 
soon. If cari also deploy_ 864 _fire 

·. engines and 58. bulldozers. The For­
est· Service and the. Los · Angeles 
County Fire Department are com-
parably equipped. . · , . 

Despite the high tech advances 
in firefighting technique and 
equipment, "the basic firefighting 
tool is still going to be the shovel, 
the McLeod, the Pulaski, the fire 
truck ·and the hose,'' said Bacon. 
(The McLeod is a combination hoe 
<1nd rake; the Pulaski a single-bitted 
axe with an adze-shaped grub hoe 
extending from the back.) 

The only new pieces of equip­
ment added in· recent years are 
chainsaws and the Swedish brush 
hook, used by crew leaders for light 
chopping. 

While CDF's firefighting budget 
has risen gradually to the $300 mil­
lion level, the Forest Service, which 
is responsible for 20 million acres in 
California, has been tightening its 
belt. The federal government bud­
geted $276 million for fire protec­
tion and suppression in 1980; last 
year it budgeted just $265 million. 

That fiscal retrenchment has 
been felt at the forest level in man­
power and equipment cuts, closure 
of lookouts and the abandonment 
of trails. 

"We can't get people to a fire 
faster now than we did when I 
came here in 1977," said Gary Man­
gus of King City, fire management 
officer for the Monterey Ranger 
District of.Los Padres National For­
est. 

"We used to have five engines, a 
u;-passenger copter, a helitack 
crew, three 10-man .crews, 14 pre­
vention positions and. three look­
outs," Mangus said. "This year we 
have three engines, four patrols -
one person pickup-pumpers - and 
one lookouL We basically have lost 
'em over the years to budget reduc­
tions." In 1977, Mangus' district had 
a budget of about $850,000 for fire­
fighting. This year it is $450,000 . 

California firefighting _has be­
come even more difficult in the 
past decade because of urban en­
croachment on the wilderness, the 
so-called "urban interface." That 
encroachment means, among other 
things, that firefighters can't sim­
ply "kick up a scratch line" around 
a fire and wait for it to go out; they 
have to go after it aggressively. 

A classic example of an urban 
interface fire occurred last month 
in Pebble Beach, causing $18 mil­
lion in damage and the loss of :ll 
h9mes. The Forest Service is now 

looking at that fire ex post facto, 
putting it on a computer, as it were, 
to see if it can serve as a predictive 
guide in the future. 

Bill Ruskin of Felton. the vegeta-

Examiner ma photos 

tion management specialist for San 
Mateo and Santa Cruz counties. 
who.' is doing the study, acknowl­
edged, however. that "we can ·1 de­
scribe nature with numbers:· 
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\ Into · a firestorm. "She's about win 
• down,'' Toiyabe National Forest spokes­

man Jerry Snow said Friday night. "Now · 
we're down to man, pick and shovel, and 
fire." · · . • · 

. John Russell, leader of the interagency 
task force fighting the fire, said hundreds 
of miles of power lines had fallen and 
crews continued efforts to restore elec­
tricity. Telephone service remained 
spotty, although a bank of pay phones was 
set up in Woodfords for use by residents. 

Fire officials predicted the fire would 
be contained by 6 p.m. today and under 
control by 6 p.m. Sunday. 

A fire Is contained when a fire line has . 
been built around It and it is no longer 
spreading. A controlled fire is virtually 
extinguished. • 

The fire had already burned through 
the residential area of Woodfords and by· 
Friday night most of the blaze was In the 
higher mountains, Snow said. He 
estimated the elevations of the areas 
burning Friday at about 6,500 feet, while 
the entire blaze had burned at elevations 
ranging from 5,000 to 8,000 feet. 
:. The fire started In Acorn Canyon, a nar­
row chasm north of Highway 88 near the 
Crystal Springs· Campground. The blaze 
raced up ti mountain to the north of the 
highway, then jumped to the south of the 
road before heading thr,ough Woodfords. 
· Highway BS at the Nevada state line, 
and the Highway 89 and U.S. 395 junc­
·tion were reopened Friday after having 
been closed since Wednesday. 

Officials investigating the cause of the 
blaze had not determined whether the fire 
was intentional or accidental. Earlier, 
they had all but rule_d out natural causes, 

~tunias, marigolds, begonias and a rock · 
garden - stood out like an oasis. A mere 
20 yards away, Merrill's trim green lawn 
gave way to bulldozed piles of manzanita 
that lay before a backdrop of charcoal­
black earth and the burned skeletons of 

. ·trees. . 
· . .:.,,,In Alpine Village, where the fire des­

:· ::troyed about 20 homes, Mike McCormick 
faced a worse fate as he poked through 
the rubble of his parents' house. 
. All that remained • of the two-story 

wooden home and · garage were three 
incomplete stone and cement walls, a 
stone staircase, and several Franklin 
stoves .. His l?arents' car, its tires gone 

, and paint striP,~d by the heat, rested on 
. the ground with its window glass melted 
· into smooth, curved Dali-like shapes. 

McCormick had made a pile of all he 
rescued from the rubble: Two metal beer 
steins, a tire iron, a cast-iron frying pan 
and casserole dish. · 

Marilyn Newton/Gazelle-Journal 

BREAK IN THE ACTION: Firefighters use portable sinks to shave, wash and do 
. laundry at a camp at Diamond Valley S_chool In Woodlords, Calif.,: Friday. ' 

. The Alpine County Chamber of Com­
: merce has established a relief fund for 

the victims, chamber president John 
Brissenden said. · · , 

but were beginning to consider the possi­
bility after an investigation Friday. 

"The thrust right now Is they're look­
ing into whether (the fire) was human­
caused," Snow said. 

Nate Leising and Larry Dodds of the 
U.S. Forest Service said their search of 
the area where the fire began had pro­
duced no obvious signs of arson or acci­
dental cause and their interviews had not 
turned up anybody . who saw the fire 
begin. · 

Leising said there was a remote possi­
bility lightning strikes duri11g storms two 
weeks earlier could have started a small 
fire that smoldered until Wednesday's 
winds fanned it into an inferno that tore 
through Woodfords and two subdivisions. 
At least 100 families live in the ar_ea. 

In addition to the 24 destroyed homes; Donations can be sent to the Woodfords 
six houses were severely damaged, But · Fire Disaster Fund, care of the Alpine 
Snow said all of the homeless families,•· Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box .265,, 
had places to go Friday. Markleeville, Callf.1 96120. 

"The neighbors and so forth over- · · Brissenden sala the community's 
whelmingly jumped in to help them," efforts are being i:llrected toward sur­
Snow said, "I don't believe anybody was viva!:_ finding housing and clothing for 
in need of the Red Cross shelter, People those who lost everything. 
were opening up their homes to them, One "This community is coming together 
women provided a home sh_e has that was beautifully to work toward a common 
•vacant," · . goal." · 

As the danger subsided, · townspeople · Alpine County officials are meeting 
picked through the ashes of their homes with representatives of the state Office 
and barns and garages. All pondered the of ·Emergency Services today to deter­
fickle nature of· the blaze that . \10p- mine if Woodfords should be declared a 
scotched across roads and property lines, disaster area. Brissenden said there is 
sparing some buildings, ravaging others, little the state can offer the community 

Along Route 89, Eileen Merrill watered other than forwarding the disaster area 
a lawn that/ - complete with hedges, request to federal officials, 

Alpine'county Supervisor John Berine'tt, 
whose home was burned to 'the ground, 
said that supervisors will meet Tuesday 
night to pass a resolution urging Gov. 
George Deukmejian to make financial aid 
available by declaring the fire a state 
emergency. . .. -

As the fire eased in fury, · the debate 
over whether · Forest Service fire crews 
initially misjudged the blaze's potential 
continued to flare, · 

Deputy Sheriff Bob Tucker said Thurs­
day that the ~rson in charge of the first 
Forest, Service crew to arrive at what 
then was a small blaze told Woodfords · 
volunteer firefighters they were no longer 
needed, · 

On Friday an angry Alpine County con­
stable, Ed Schalbert, who had lost his 
home to the fire, observed: "It was a fire 
that when it started could have been put 
out in two or three hours. · . 

"We don't understand 'why people 
(Woodfords volunteer fire department) 
were released and told 'Go . home, we 
don't need you.' " . 
, F'orest Service spokesman Jerry Snow 
said the service's firefighters acted pro­
perly. Crews with equipment were ini­
tially sent back from the .fire for. their 
safety, he said. . 

Schalbert said he had contacted the 
office of Rep. Norman Shumway, R­
Stockton, about the episode and a Shum­
way aide in Stockton said the staff would 
check it out, · 

"Will we look into It? Sure," said dis­
trict representative Jack Sieglock, "But 
I don't know if you would want to call it· 
an investigation. 

"I think the most impcrtant thing at 
this point is to get the fire out and then 
look at the whole situation: Whose homes 
were burned, what caused the fire .. ·, 
everything." 
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By BiU Gordon · 
Cl1r11micle Corre&p011dent 

lVIindcn, Nev. 
1ri:refightern w.orking in 

dnugcirmrnly :rugged tern:ain 
ivon. jjbti lldvantage yesterday 
over a fin~ Umt hai;. destroyed 
n1orn tium ~ci·r,s of bruSJh 
aml ,timber mu.I rM. homes in the 
Sierni N.evad~. 

· U. S. · Forest Service officials 
predic tetl Uiat the fire would be ful­
ly contai.ned by tonight and control­
l~d by fate tomorrow. 

" 1\J)Out 450 firefighters used 
s!rnveh.• and chain saws to· clear a 
fire line to contain. the blaze at the 
7,000-foot level of a mountainside in 
tT,e Toiya~e National Forest, just 
WfJSt ot the .Nevada state line and 
south ()f Lake Tahoe. 

· "H's plain; hm:d grunt. work," 
Furm;t Sm·vice spokesman Jerry 
Snow said yestenfay. ''We can;t 
move oquipment into the area. 
1'hcy'fo ·. walkinl:l'. in with· hand 
U:iols:· · ~ 

. lniud@i 
Five firefighters suffmid mi­

nm: injuries, moztly becm.i!'te of falls 
or faHing dehririo 

'!'he fire Will:& <Considered to be 
percent contmftlllled ye§terday and! 

22-miJe-lolffig; fire line was e:ii'.pec­
to be compilete by today. 

The fire bmrlii\ed completely out 
of control from th® time it started 
Vllednesday tmtii yesterday, Snow 
said. Firefighters started to make 
progress agaim,\t the blaze thanks to 
iighter thllllll eJi'.pected winds am:l 
higher tlum !!1lormal humidity, he 
said. 

S.;:m]<e i\'ll! \the :area have charged 
poor JF"rnr\sst Service manage­

ment allowed a 24-sQuarn-foot fire 
IH,ar W.:mdfords in CaHfornia.'s Al­
pjne Coun\y to grow into a fire­
storm. They bfame a l<"'orest Service 
supervisor's decisi<m. to send 'Alpine 
County voh.mteer firefighters else­
where early in the firefighting ef­
f;i>rt. 
I 'the fil'e destroyed 24 lu:m1es in 
Wood.fords.. 

\f@il!!ll&~ffl®li'ili 

Snow said that volunteers were 
~Mt to protect nearby homes in-

stead of trying to c1n1tain the blaze 
alongside a specially trained Forest 
Service crew \'l(as • because of the 
steep hillside 011 wliich the fire had 
started. 

"When they (the Forest Service 
crew) arrived at th,~ scene it was a 
very steep, rugged terrain in which 
we could not get or use the water 
tanker truck," said Snow. "It was a 
hand crew type ot situation in a 
very unsafe area." 

A total of 1,30() firefighters re­
mained at the. scem1 yesterday after 
officials sent 200 back to their home 
bases. The estimatod cost of fight­
ing.the fire, which llas been blamed 
on the negligence of a camper or 
hiker, reached almost $1 million 
yesterday. 

Preliminary e itimates of the 
loss to houses and other property 
were placed at $4 11 lillion. 

The National Fire Information 
Center in Boise dispatched . crews 
from the U.S. Forest Service and 
state forestry depait:ments from - · ·· 
states - California, Nevada, (. 
gon, Idaho, Utah and Arizona - 1:0 
fight the blaze. 

The firefighters have been 
working IO.hour shifts and resting 
at a command center at Douglf1s 
County High School in Minden. 
Scores of cots filled the school's 
gymnasium, and cooks filled Ul e 
kitchen. 

Two 21dditional "spike campn" 
near the fire line were established 
yesterday to give the front-line fir,e­
fighters a nearby place in which to 
sleep, eat and wash, 

Dari Smithers returne<d to a 
·· spike camp in Woodfords yesterdny 
morning after 10 hours on tl1e 
mountainside. 

"It's steep and dangerous and 
hard to work up there," said Smith.• . 
ers, appearing •almost too tired Io · 
talk or walk· to the portable sho1.;v­
ers. A men1ber of the. Texas Cany< 1n 
Hot Shots firefighting crew from· 
the Angeles National Fm;est near 

. '• ,·.\·· .. ' 



Los Angeles, Smithers declined to 
say how close the fire was to being 
contained. 

"I'm just another tool," he said.­
In 12 hours he would be back at 
work. 

· Other firefighters worked in 
residential subdivisions and other 
areas charred by . the fast-moving 
flames. They moved slowly across 
the eerie landscape smothering any 
smoldering hot spots to p 
their being fanned into f 
the wind. 

' 
s F C..\\'C'Ol\ l c...\-e.. 

Steve Parr, a firefighter it'rom 
the Sierra National Forest near 
Fresno, carried a shovel tlm:mgh 
the Alpine Village subdivision near 
Woodfm·ds. Many of the houses in 
the the area were reduced to con­
crete foundations and a few · char­
red skeletons of bicycles, children's 
swing sets or b1.~dspdngs. · 

. , "\~h.en a fire's really ripping, 
its exc1tmg to get out there in the 
middle of it to fight it," sa.id Parr. 
"This is different. I don't like .to see 
this." · 

Denny Doyal :worlted nearby in 
the ashes of his parents' home, sift­
ing through one shovelful of ashes 
at a tinrn and occasionally plucking 
out a bl:n,ckened silver dollar. 

No other mementoes survived 
the blaze from which his parents 
escaped with only the clot.hes they 
were wearing. 

"You bet we'll rebuild," Doyal 
said. "This is survival country. You 

- do what you have to do." · 

The Alpym County Chambe~ of 
Commerce has established a fund 
for the families burned out of their 
homes hy the devastating fire in 
one of the state's least-populated 
counties. Tax-deductable contrilm­
tions can be sent to the Woodfoi:ds 
F~re Disaster Relief Fund, c/o Al­
pme County ('h<>mber of Com­
merce, P.O. Bo 5, MarkJeeville, 
Calif. 961W. 



But residents say 
firefighters could 
have done better 
By Don Vetter/Gazette.Journal • 

WOODFORDS, Calif. - While fire­
fighters encircled a- blaze Saturday that 
devastated this mountain hamlet, resi­
dents questioned firefighting tactics that 
they claim heightened $3.5 million in 
damages. 

Toiyabe National Forest officials said 
the 6,600-acre blaze was contained at 6 
p.m. Saturday and is expected to be under 
control by 6 p.m. today. · 

The fire, which broke out Wednesday, 
destroyed 26 homes and severely 
damaged six others, said National Forest, 
Service spokesman Mark Hummel. The, 
Alpine County Sheriff's Office reported an 
additional 100 homes, garages, barns and 
other buildings suffered at least minor 
damage. 

The fire left nearly a quarter of the, 
families in the small community home­
less. ' 

It cost the six agencies that fought the; 
fire $1.2 million for their efforts, Hummel· 
said. The firefighter contingent,. which, 
onc.e numbered 1,500, was dropped to: 
1,000 Saturday as mop-up crews can-, 
vassed the burn area. '. 

Meanwhile, former Alpine County Com­
missioner. Jack Doyal .. called the fire­
fighters' efforts "extremely disorgan­
ized," and at one point the crews ignored­
his pleas to douse a hot spot near his son's 
home. . 

"H we fought the war like we fought the 
fire', the Germans would be sitting in. 
Washington," Doyal said, 

Ill 

I 
Whileflames roared through- the Alpine'. 

Village subdivision, Doyal claims Interior. 
Department fire crews did nothing, tell­
ing him they weren't trained to fi~ht 
structure fires. · 

"There was some fr(ish-cut pine that we. 
had just cut for firewood that was scorch­
ing my son's house," Doyal said. "Well, I 
got on.one of those bi,g trucks and saved 
my son's home and I'had to deck one of 
the firemen to do it. i •• I gave him my 
best Sunday punch." I 

Doyal 66, said nine l 1omes in the Alpine 
Village.' subdivision i were destroyed,· 
including his $100,000 three-bedroom 
home. · ' 1 

He is asking for a cdngressional investi­
gation into the Woodfqrds blaze. 

"My reason for beitjg vocal is I'm h?P­
ing the federal government can orgamze 
itself " he said. "Wheh disaster hits, you 
expe~t so much more. !rhey came out with 
good intentions, but they lost it." 

Capt. Don Haldema'.n of the California 
Department of Foresti.·y, said there is no 
policy that restricts wildland crews fr?m 
fighting a structure i fire. The Alpme 
Village incident is being investigated with 
al~ of those involved b~ing interviewed, he 

, said. · ; 
1 "What may hav~ h~ppei:ied could h~~e 

, something to do with 1tactics, though 1t s 
inappropriate to comjnent at this point 

· without interviewing: all of those 
involved," Haldeman (iaid. . 

But Doyal said the ;tactics could have 
' caused more harm than good. The one­
. way dirt road into the 'Alpine V~llage sub­

division was often bloC'ked by fire trucks, 
he said: · 

"There are a hell of a lot of people out 
here who if ever got organized,- they may 
have been able to t11rn this around," 
Doyal said. . , 

Ed Schalbert, who 2 lso lost his Alpine· 

Woodfords 
From page 1D 
Village home, said there is .talk of 
a town meeting early this week to 
assess what the community can 
do about their charges of a "disor-

. ganized" firefighting effort. 
"The consensus out here is that 

the fire never should have gotten 
out of hand," Schalbert. said. , 

Some Woodfords victims1 are 
considering a class-action i suit 
against the Forest Servic~, he 
said. i 

· Many residents were ang'ered 
, that the person in charge of the 
: Forest Service crew told Wood­
' fords volunteer firefighters they 
; were no longer needed: · 

The fire started in Acorn !Can~ 

II 

I 
1! jJ '' 
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yon, a narrow chasm north Of 
Highway 88 near Crystal Springs 
Campground. The blaze raced up 
the mountain to the north of the 
highway and then jumped to the 
south of the road before heading 
through Woodfords. 

Witnesses said winds fanned the 
inferno which sometimes stormed 
through heavy, dry fuel at 40 

mph. t' t t' . d th . Inves 1ga orB con mue e1r 
efforts Saturday to pinpoint the 
cause of the fire, although they 
said arson is unlikely. 

Nate Leising: and Larry Dodds 
of the U.S. Fol'est Service said 
their search of the area where the 
fire began hadlproduced no obvi­
ous signs of ai·s.on or accidental 
cause. Intervieyvs have not turned 
up anybody vH10 saw the fire 
begin. 1 

Jr 
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· Woodfords fire cooling doW~ 
. By Chris Bowman· . - . , . . . . . ' .. ';'.'t<! . 

and Ilana DeBare "That means we're reasonably confident the _firew.9n'.t 
Bee Staff Writers ·. escape those lines/' said John Russell, a federal B)lr~au 

··of Land Mangement official from Denver in charge•of 
WOODFORDS ~ The fire that blowtorched this tiny the fire fight. . _. }:-f.:; . 

Sierra resort town last week, turning 27 homes to ashes T d · 1 Id · ts ·th· 
and charring· -6,600 acres of fo·reste·d canyon Iand,1 ·s· ex- o ay, crews wll converge on smo ermg spo WI m_ . 

the charred areas, Russell said, which should brii1_g~he 
pected to be fully controlled by this evening, federal fire fire fully under control by this evening. · ;, ;:~;_- · 
officials said. ' - Fire investigators Saturday combed a one0acre ,patch . 

On Saturday, firefighters finished carving ."break of a steep canyon slope they haq flagged as the &tea . 
lines" around the massive biack patches in the rugged · where the fire mostly likely started. _ ~. . 
.carson Range 15 miles south of Lake Tahoe. The lines - - ; The investigators said they found evidence that people 
dirt trails cleared of vegetation _:__ and the absence of , _recently had been in the area, but found no sign of 11ny 
strong winds helped to arrest the fire, the fourth to scar incendiary device. They said they believe the fire,~as 
this region in.as many years. · started accidentally in this area on the north side. of 

As of 6 p.m. Saturday, officials declared the. blaze · ,,,.," 
"contained." · .... _ ._ See_FIRE, pag~;~_! 

· -B.6 The Sacramento Bee • Sunday, August 2, 1987 
·iii• _, , .-. - r . -re 
inued from page Bl 
way 88. 
e blaze, which involved up to 1,300 firefighters from 

Western states, had fewer than 500 hard-hatted crew 
bers on the fire lines Saturday. Another 700 stood 

·~lo•--·., 

'To me personally, that's the 
real significance: another 
chunk of deer winter range ' . .. . gone .. 

t a command post in nearby Minden, Nev., in case ___ Rick Jameson, head of the land 
ernoon winds rekindled the fire. But the fire re- -rehabilitation team 

· ·•\ofned confined to smoldering stumps. 

;
. 'Ipine County officials roughly estimated the damage 
· · rivate homes at $3.5 million, a big chunk of real es- slides this fall, members of the rehabilitation team said. 

~fora county with fewer than 1,5oo residents. "People who live at the mouth of the canyon are going 

l he fire destroyed 3 percent of our tax base," sai~ to be looking up at unstable slopes," said Rick Jameson, 
l,Ph Frisius, assistant to the county Board of Supervi- head of the team. "While the risk (of mud slides) is ai-

r$- · ' ways there, you increase the risk.significantly when you 
:n:;ounty assessors said Saturday thei_r sun:ey of d_e- take off the vegetation." _ 
ld'r9yed homes increased from 24 to 27, mcludmg a tra1_I-
~t.:i-~ The fire damage to plant and animal life i,n the area 
~,Supervisors are considering waiving building fees for may take decades to repair, Jameson said.· 
~tdents who plan to rebuil~, Fris_ius said. _ Of the grasses, brittlebush, manzanita, and sagebrush 
~Most are planning to rebmld, said Doranna Tognotti, a that grew on the lower hillsides, the first to grow back 
~Qpdfords resident who was working as a volunteer in probably will be the easily ignited cheatgrass, Jameson 
tn:e·American Red Cross relief station there. said. The Rocky Mountain mule deer that browse the 
~Most people had insurance," Tognotti said. "Everyone lower slopes in t!le winter do not eat cheatgrass and can 
~ spoken to has said they're going to rebuild." no longer depend on the 4- to 6-foot-high brittlebush for 
~thel Sandell, another local Red Cross volunteer, _ cover. 
fJl_g_~eed. · 
~ut she said, "To think about rebuilding on the ashes, "They'll just come down here and if there's no suitable 
~t takes a lot of guts." _ . · · · winter range, the ·herd will just become smaller and 
~fficials with Toiyabe National Forest were assessing smaller/ Jameson said. "There's not a great deal of that 

1 
~age and rehabilitation strategy for the charred hill- winter range left along the frontier because it's being j 
,i(lts and canyons on the eastern face of the Sierra Neva- , built on more and more; ... To me personally, that's the. 
~ · real significanc~: another chunk of deer winter range 
~ team of five environm~ntal expe_rts be~an wo_rk Fri- gone." 
a!av studying how water, soil, vegetat10n, ammal hfe and The Jeffrey and Ponderosa pine that covered the 
~Hural resources - including a local cemetery - were steep hillsides may not grow back for years - and is un- _ 
~fected by the fire. - .likely to be replaced by the Forest Service, Jameson 
~Y Saturday afternoon, they had begun compiling sug- said .. 
~ions for the most imll!-ediat~ measures needed to 
~event erosion and mud slldes this fall. 
~~-:'..Right now, we're talking structures to help prevent 
~fl movement, to try to hold it and hope we can get seed 
~;it," said Greg Clark, supervisor of the Carson Ranger 
~trict of the Toiyabe National Forest. . 
f:i'°-£ven with emergency measures such as check dams 
~ reseeding, homeowners in the valley could face mud 
P:..<;;;/•" . 
~ 

· .· "Typically, tree planting is done in sites that are con­
sidered economic timber sites," he said. And there has 
never been much of a timber industry on the steep, dry 
mountainsides around Woodfords. 

;,Nobody wants to pay for replanting a hillside for aes­
thetic purposes," he said, 
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-:-- · Hundreds 'of, weary . ff.:, 
refighters finally ,eontrolled -·a. · 

· 10-,square-mile range fire 'that 
started· Wednesday·and ·quickly 
roared out of control to·destroy 

· 26 homes soutn of Lake Tahoe; / 
The u.s.:·Forest ·Service_.an­

nounced Saturday night that the 
1,500 men and women on the . 

.· line had thrown a 23-mile ring_ i 
· around the. blaze; About 800 fi- · 
'.. refighters. spent Sunday· dousing ) 
. hot spots and the Forest Service f 

declared the fire. controlled j 
· about5:30p.m.- · · ·. _··. _·.·. ·.· · ·-) 
.· The fire; believed. to haye j 
· been caused by a careless · 
. smoker or camper, was initially j 
fanned by 30-mph winds that\ 

· produced a wall of flame that i 
· roared along the ground and ': 

jumped from treetop to, treetop."" 
It forced hundreds of residents . 
and campers to flee; dropped !1 

· ashes on Carson City, Nev., 30. i 
miles away a~d sent ~moke ov-J 
er Reno,-Nev., 6() miles toJh~:' 
north. . ~ , :-; : ' ". >. · ;; ::-: \ 

But on.-Friday thew_ irids slow~ ·\ 
ed and firefighterS gained:the .· .. 

.. ,:.upRe.r._Jl,µ1:d,;.0p,. the .~~t~oring 7), 
blaze. . · · _. '· , : · , , · -·· ✓' 

·. ·The· cost of -fighting the hla~e '·/ 
was put· at more than $1.2 .mil~ ; 

·. lion and ·'.total 'damage·" was.' 
estimated at more than $4 mil-· 

· lion, according to Forest Ser-· 

. -~ . ~- ·-.1 . :r 

(C~ntin~~d fro; Page 1)_ - , . 

vice fire information• officer 
DonHaldeman. 'c '' 

.. ,j . '-' ..,. 

·The·• fire· charred 6,550 acrE:s 
· at altitudes of 8,000-9,000 feet m 
Alpine County, destroyirig some 

; timber.:but mostly__ bitterbrush, 
.'.a plant favored by deer. Firef­
.ighting crews also attempted to 

'. protect the devastated wat~rsh­
ea·troin. rapid ,runoff_ by .wmter 

· snowmelt by .diggmg small 
trenches in the traµs. 

The 26 homes destroyed were · 
located near Woodfords at the . 
intersection of Highways 88 and l 
89, . both of which were c!osed J 

for two days. Haldeman said 103 J 

homes were saved. Dozens of .1 

barns, · sheds and · other out-. 
buildings were also destroyed. 
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·~si-~~fa·: Blaze 
~ .\Ju~f~Abo'uf-
" ;:,i : : : , .. ~:: ' 

i ·\U_nder·:\Control 
~ --<:<-~- ·,,:· ... _1: ·•·- _·· ~: ·._ ·, ·_' 

. \J: : :< ~: -· By?T.H. Dogie · · 
lt·. ·->:: ~. An:l:'lrmy ofl,500 firefig~ters · . 

.. V\ ~:·n_ea_rly-~ucceeded yesterday in 
1 

• 
0 to,it_roJling a timber and brush ;; ! 

~. "afire :th;i! 'destroyed.two dozen. ! 
~ '; D)OUQ.t~m homes in a Sierra Ne- ' 
' : vada community south of Lake i ~~~a~o~.:: _ .. ;. -

;)_ •:-7 -· ·: -'lli;-~6,600:a~re Alpine· :county ;1 

~ ·: blaze was expected to be corifrolied 
~- . :'or subdstantially. ptit out, .by 6 p.m'. _ 
~- - -,yester ay, a spokesman for the U.S. 
~ : ::Forest Service said. About 70 per-

. Qi • :·cent of the blaze had been contain- · 
~ · ec:I by Saturday afternoon. \ . ' ' , ·- . 

:: : : · =Aimost-300 residents of Wood-
1\.1 -·.<fords who had been evacuated from 

· · their homes when the fire threaten-
~ : ~d their community were allowed 

.: to return yesterday. 'But 24 homes 
: \\'.ere c9nsqm_~d. PY. fire, and six oth-. 
. -ers were. seriously cfaiiiaged. The 
-firestorm -also leveled_ numerous 
: barns and sheds. · 

-: · - -At least five firefighters suffer­
. -~d minor injuries during the: four­

. ,, day fire, officials said. The firefight­
_· · · ing costs have exceeded $1 million, 

--and the losses from the fire totaled 
<- • :nearl;v$5 million. ,_> , . 

. : :': : ,The fire. started last Wednes­
: day in a wooded area of the Sierra 
:Nevada,' 25 miles south of Lake Ta-

:: hoe, and was fanned by wirids-0f up 
, -to :as i;itil~~ :per:hour.:F-irefighiers 
· : tciQk ..;_agvantage of a IuU: in· 'the 
:~;br~t~:~is weekend to help put out 
:Ag_ef~•: , . , ·, . , ·-- _ · 
'E ::~ =tv.vistigat~rs believe the blaze 

--:_f.ap:e_f.ittiably caused ·by a careless 
::sqio):er~rcamper.-_:_ •i - ,_, 

. . ... <it· ·- .. ,. • • 

-·:: ~:~eanwhUe, residents criticized 
. ; ~tllE!li[e!fghting effort. Jack Doyal, a 

· · :fQrtnet<f\lpine County Commission-': 1 

·er; whose -$100,000 . house was de- , 
. :~tr~y~il;6y the fire, has called for:a -· 

. :congresstona!Jnvestigation into the 
:fire, tq~:A,s~o.ci~ted Press _reported ' 

-_ '.Y!St~tday . .<i · -,_:: •. , , ,, •'-: 
. : : : Doyal co~tends 'tliat • the; fire-

" :fighters • were. disorganiied -and 
·tould have done a better job. Other , 
:~esidents are planning a town meet­
Jng to discuss the situation and a 
J>OSSible class-action suit against the 

·. --V.S. Forest Service; . 

: : ' _- California Divi;io~ of Forestry 
:Captain Don Haldeman said the 
:complaints are underinvestigation. 

•> sAa2l\fn~'"fD Bet£_:·:~'.' '·, 
:.s~-~;_81 _A:-~ 
' 
1
· State··News 
i 

1'iQJfire ·· 
ih· :Sierra·· 
~()ijtroued .·· 
d~use of bl,aze :, ,· 

-_. r~mains unkoown.,·. 
· · ivooDfORDS •(AP)·-..;_;_· Firefight-. -

. ·- e~ corifrolled a J:>laze late Sunday as _ . 
. investlgatorscolitinued .searching --
for. ,the cause of the fire ·that de­
stfoyed 24 homes and caus_ed -~lose 
t~$5 :million damage to this .Sierra 
Nhada community. ' '. · : , . ·• - _ · · 

. - {Authorities believe.the fire, 'which . 
· btoke out Wednesday and black~ned . 
6,600 acres before being contam~~ 
oq Saturday; is believed to ~e acci­
dental said Nate Leising of the U.S, 
F~rest Service. It was.declared con-

. trplled about 5:30 P-1!1· S~nd~y.' -. . _ 
· -;The· ·arson investigation 1s bemg 

hampered by the extremely.:roc~y 
tci-rain, he said. -

· · ; Federal arid state fire damage as- _ 
sissment teams c_ombed through t~e · 

- area antl Alpine County :~henff 
Ulrry Kuhl reported they estimated 
Ute value of. the_ damaged and_de~_ 
sfroyed homes at $5 million.: ·, · : • -, 
_ \ That _figure does not. include '.the-. 
vt1ue of the ·contents of the homes, 
1¢ added. ! '; . ' - • • _.• . . . 

• t"A~d 'there are things that can't be _ 
ctmnted,''. Kuhl said.· "People come 
hh-e·for-the asthetic values, for fish~ 
i4g-and all that." . . ;

1

_ 

· ~ The fire broke out in a steep can­
y~n ~west of the Nevada bor~er and 

i · Ifft a fourth _of. the approximately 
· 1p0Jamiliesliving fn this tiny ham_let 

homeless.' -· , ·' · · · 
f Some:fo~ai residents complai~ed _ 

t6at the Forest Seryice response to _ · 
tlie fire w'as too slow and volunteers 
Who showed up at the scene immedi­
a:'tely after the fire began should not 
have been dismissed_. · · · ._ _ · 
~ But Kuhl disagreed. ·. . -: - ' .. 
t":t~on't. ~ee any~hing that they I 

_ cpulct .have ,done differently, ~ve~ · 
lool!;ing _back and_ second-guess1~g, 
11,,'esaid. ·- .. -_- · _ - _- - - _ 
• :Winds-gusting up to 40 mph c~m~ 

bl.ned with the steep coun!ry~ide -
$lped to quickly w~ip_ th~ fire mto 

·. an inferno that was d1ff1cli!t to reach 
· ~ith water, the sheriff said. 
· ·~About< 1 000 firefighters remained 
at the sce~e oh Sunday. Three fire-· 

. fi'ghters suffered minor ir,j uries -'- a 
· ., twisted knee, cut leg and a case of . 

heat exhaustion. 
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1 
Alpine Com1ty ... 
·is Declared a . 
Disaster Area· 

By Bill Gordon 
Fire-scarred Alpine County 

was declared a disaster area 
yesterday by Lieutenant Gover­
nor Leo McCarthy; acting for 
vacationing G_ovemor Deukme-
jian. · . · 
A 19-square-niile • forest and 
brush fire last' week. destroyed 
15 prlmary_hom'es, as well as 10 
resid.ences · used as second 
homes, in a picturesque canyon 
south of Lake· Tahoe. Another 
home had major. damage and 
fivtU>thers_ min~r damage, ac­
cording to- the · state Office of 
. Emergency· Services. . , . 

·. . . ~. . ~ 

·. · The fir~ caused damage esti­
mated at more than $4 million . . . -.. .• -. 

\ .'"fhe disaster goes beyond the 
. ability of local government agen-
cies to deal_with the problem," Mc­

. · Carthy said ·at a Capitol news con-
( f~~~11ce .. ··> ·. ·: .:. :. :- ·· . 
'-·· ·_The or,ice of Emei:gency Ser­
i• vices is seekj.ng federal help from 
, the Small Business Adniinistration 
, and other agencies, he said .. 

I : The disaster declaration also 
, .. prohibits replacement homes from 
: __ . being reassessed at higher tax lev-

els. McCarthy said he will ask Deuk­
mejian to place the California Con­

i .. ;. servation Corps on call if local roads 
: ::· need to be shored up later this year. 
I . . . . . -... , 

. ~-- About '1,500 firefighters from 
, i, sbLstates ·battled the names last 
/.~w~~ at a co~,of m_ore than $1.2 
i • million. The frre, believed to have 
; :=' been caused by a careless smoker or 

. camper, blackened 6,600 acres of 
., land near Woodfords at the inter-
1:;section of Highways 88 and 89. 

\: · ·:Tile.fire ~ed-on ~~esday 
; , and was declared under control on 
··-Sunday. 

--. .. -· 
\ 

I 
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:;;SACRAMENTO (UPU .;_ .Lt. ·.,---.. -. -.----. -
.Go:v~- Leo McCar~hy!·.acting, Ranc:h:ers· mad 
1.ionday for vacatiomng Gov. .. _ . 

' ~rge De~ejian, declar~ a .. QV8r f ,• re effo.rt . · 
Hisaster area m part of Alpme .. ··. -
County . where a range fire • '. · · · · . ·-
llestroyed .25 .,homes south of MINDEN, Nev. (UPI) - Vet~ 
Lake Tahoe. . . . - . eran ranchers with lands in Cal- ·. 
: ; ~e IO-square-mile blaze was ifornia. and Nevada assert that · 
declared controlled during the .- they were prevented· by law en- . 
weekend after it forced bun- forcement officers from helping ·.·. 
dreds of residents and campers fight the · initial stages of the , 

· to flee, dr~pped ashes on Carson , forest fire that blackened 6,500 , 
· City, :tjev., 30 miles away, and acres last week near the Neva- •-

caqsed damage estimated at da line , , 
more than $4 million. _ . Clarence Burr said Monday 

; : "The state proclamation -is he and others were threatened 
issued when the disaster goes with arrest when they attemp­

_,beyong the ability of local gov- ted to bring in heavy equipment 
., ernment · agencies to deal · with to J>attle the flames, which Burr 

the problem," McCarthy said at -said might have stopped the fire 
a Capitol news conference. . . in the early stages. 

:. -He said the state_ Office · of ·. · Fred Dressler, 89, said the 
Emergency Services was seek- people in charge of the battle 
ing possible federal help -from against the flames did not know 
the Small Business Administra- the area's back roads He said 
tio1;1 and other agencies. the ranchers in the old days us- · 
: :McCarthy said he· also would ed to fight the fires by hand and · 
ask Deukmejian to dispatch tpe "now we've allowed you to burn 
-~lifornia Conservation-· Corps it up." 
~o the area if needed to shore up Burr, Dressler, law enforce­
local roads threatened in the · ment officials and foresters met 

_ winter by fire-caused erosion. .. . · in an informal session Monday 
·::••OES officials· said Monday to air some of the problems in 
~hat the · fire destroyed 15 . · 

· F • · · -r1)_ T ~ /ritb-"J. cost of more than $1.2 million. I re . T. '6;,r ~~\ The fire, believed to have been 
I u,iqlJ caused by a careless smoker or 

(Continued fromtage 1) ·- . camper, was fanned by 30-mph 
primary homes I and 10 resi- winds and eventually blackened 
dences used as second homes. 6,550 acres at altitudes of 8,000-
Another home had major. dam- 9,000 feet. . . 
age and five others minor dam- The fire was near Woodfords 
age. It was still undetermined at the intersection of Highways 
whether the area would qualify 88 and 89, both of which were 

· for low-interest federal loans. closed for . two days. Don 
Many property owners had full,. ~aldeman, a U.S. _Forest Ser- I 
coverage through insurance, vice spokesman, said 103 h?mes 

' theOESsaid were saved but dozens of barns, 
At one point, 1,500 men _and sheds and 0th.er outbuildings 

women battled the flames at a · were ~estroyed. 
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.pampfire restrictions·prompted bf4igh fire,danger,Jackof rain, 
· and drying vegetation took effect today in the Lake ,'l'ahoe Basin, ' 
theForestServiceannounced. ,. ,-, ,· . ·. ·, .· ., . , 

. Campfires will be allowed only'_in' developed recreatii>n sites. 
;Portable stoves using gas; jellied ·petroleum :or pressurized'}iquid 
. fuel can be us.ed :outside,deyeloped ·si_tes,; but/a ;campfire permit-is 
needed for their use: · ··· · · ·· 

· (See·us;~,bac~:page) · 

\i~&t~it:id~ 
': · :; siri6ki~g,il permitted ·only in 

'. -·:developed 'recreation'sites or in 
1:/enclosed vehicles. · · 
... · Welding or operating a torch '. 
' with ·an open· flame is banned 

without Forest .Service : 
authorization. . · · ' 1 

'. ' Use of explosives < ·without 
: '.'.Forest Service permission· also 

is prohibited. . · · · .. · 
· The restrictions will .. remain 

in place until the fire danger is : 
reduced by a > change ·. in the; 
weather. Tougher restrictions 

; could: be ·imposed .. if the fire 
danger inci'eases, · the Forest 
Service said.· . 
·•1Violations ::of the restrictions 
are punishable by a n:.e ximum 

Hfine of $500, six months in jail, 
or both.; , . 
; The -restrictions do not ap1,,:!y 

, in the Tahoe Basin portion of 
the Desolation Wilderness. 
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· . Woodf o ·'. s '.-~:~k<~ 
'. ', . ' i·:f• 

. (C.ontlnued from Pag•JD 
:.~'It's amazing hqi; people .. 

haye come· together~;a :com.;:·, 
m,µnity•,, cause,'.' •.sj{cL1'.-!~c.kj, 

. pgyal,. whose . hotnef.urnect:tQ '·· 
the ground. "You re!,lllY can't 
say · enough about i¢;/ It's the . 

··• . American people iri~ time of · . ... d' . "'1'5{,' .• nee.' :., · .. ,,, . ··. · 
. : .; A° tangible definitio_i .. i f,~otf. g. ener~,. 
psity can . be seen aflJhe com~: . 
mµnity room at .· . e. ijocif; s:; 
:e~rk, just off Highw · ~d ,,~!);_,\ 

. Tables ~re piled ;, ,. h ' ~wi~lr_ 
clothing, }amps and,~~r ~Ji,.;,, 
cellaneous. household!goods,:}n- · 

~rid~~~e~a.chiWs ,~:o~~~~:i:· 
·:Up· on the bulletin.~R'oard are); 
.names of people withlljeavy ap-

.. pliances avaHable. Ji~ list }:11: . ·. 
eluded Eric Jung, cmurma~.'. of : -~ 
the Alpine··. County,~o~r,d~ 'Qf, ;. 
Sup~rviso._rs: _He . ~a~~~L_,:~P~f~_}. 
refrigerator. JI . . ... •· ., " 

There's so much • ' -~~(µ1,t 
fa:~t, that_thewom .l,1,~Iqg:~:; 
.the oper~.tion ·hopes ·~or,~·~µ1· ;-
bring by other ite SH~h- :as r 

• furniture and garden l~t:~\:/ ":' 
. ~•1 had no idea we:; · get tJ:ns :, 

· m.uch," · said the woman, who · · 
:te~ that h~r.~an,i~,~I:_~e us.;·· 

. :People also · arelthinking. · .. · 
about the wildlife who: suffered : : 

: . fr~m the fire. Hay h~~ been ·~o--< 
nated by Carson···viUey,J·an;~· · 
chers to be used as d~f forage,,: 
said Dave•• Zellmer ;t~o<>d(m;ds ; : 
fire chief. The fire -::consumed • 
bitterb'rush that deer;_i~Y on f(?r, .; . 

w;~:rft~~,!~s~ ·h1~J1~ci:ief; 
fire victuµs . with ~erg~cy,f 
food and . clothing, 0~di~tllel.:.. 
Sandell, a Markleev~J.'e§J~nJ,;;, 
and· Red · Cross .vojp;lt~~~f,$.0.~, 
far, '1:l people have ~P.l~Jn,(o.r:. 
help, she said. "I'll J;j~ open -f,~r : 
three more days," sh dd~d; ,,~ < 
' :On Tuesday, Do , qt9~~/ 
. by Turtle. R~_ck Pa .

0 
th J\$,) 

. , ~in sons, Dan and Dennis,· to,. 
. ·· pick up _ i;ome ite~~n~ .· b~gin ,· 

rebuilding'.· h,is h;~g_s.eh~J<l,. ;. 
''Where do you· •·Q§i.. Il1.'·Y:zhe. ·.· 
mused. lf~;:~'.\'.~;;;:;:·t '.'-' 

Doyal.· said• · he's :';,tilli :mim:b;; 
from the.loss of his~:home; but 
plans to begin reconstruction as .· 

. sQOn as he gets the 4heckf!OII,1_' 
the insurance company .. , :. >: i} ~ 

''It's been ·three days :·and I. 
still have no feeling about it.. It-· 
doesn't.seem like it happened,"· 

. said Doyal; a craggy-faced man ' 
wearing a baseball ~P reading•., 
"slave" on the front. ~ , :-:;i ~;: t •::· •·• .! 
; In~ura.nce .:will ';q.9v,erttlie>2, 

, tangible losses, · · but,1 like. -1Ae ·, 
other victims Doyal: lost. per,-. < 

· sonal items that are:·priceless.·~ .. ;, 
; <'There's so much. -Tpe. family"~ 
history, .albums,. jewelry,. tJ!e ·, 
sterling. 11 

·. . . . , ·. .. . ·. · .. , . 

Ed Schalbert,. whose, Alpine· . 
;Village home also bur:ned down; .. 
had a '.'steamer trunk''. full of .. 
Navy: 'memorabilial:·such• as, ... ~· 

• scrapbooks .and · t9hbo?k,t i 
[·from Pearl Harbo arships,,.:. , 
that he had planne don~te to. : 

'· a naval museum · · <:i'i:: .. ~,.-,,,,;i> 
: . · Another vict~ ' · · ·:iig:7'toYi 
··rebuild is John Be ·'another"\· 
"county' supervisor:: . ou;;')?et:f 
·.You've got to live ~omeplace,'"' 
:he said. :~• ' 1 ··,\ • • · 

: ~ --Schalbert and Bennett : were . 
among. the fire victims who be~ • 

!lieve the Forest Se~"e'botcliea :: 
~their job and allowe~a·s~c,i,;!~~'.;' 
~.r; to beco~e a confl~i'atie~.-~P,:;~ ::-,. · 

··:.'"They wer!i' ~ust s~andiD;g 
there with therr fmgers m their 
ear," Bennett remembered 
about Bureau of Land 
Management. crews·. ~hen ~e 

· and his wife were fleemg their 
"burning home: . . '" , ... ·: . -~ . ' .. 
·-"''·One· of ·the resi_dents' com­
plaiµts. is that the Forest Ser-
, vice · sent Woodfords volunteer 
firefight~rs away from the fire 
in its early stages. That folly 

· allpwed ·a· smali fire to run out 
. of control; they charged. 

I•f'We were turned away," said 
'. Z~llnier~ "At no time, did the 
,Woodfords volunteers feel 
~'secure· that the situation was 
'under control,"· he. told . the 
supervisors, who discussed t~e 

'fire .and.its aftermath at their 
regular meeting Tuesday; \ ··' . · 

Schalbert wants -an indepen-
• dent investigator to look into the. 
,fire's handling.<.''lt's sickening 
and · disgusting . and shouldD;'t 
happen again," Schalbert, .said . 
angrily to the superyisors. <, ' 

.;( Later, he said ~nough reliable 
:witnesses could ~e found to _ver­
ify the. complaints. ."~hef ::ire 
•·reputable people; This 1sn t Just . 
, barroom talk,'' Schalbertsaid.·· ... ·· 
,, .; Jung said he. has.· asked the 
state, fire marshal and. Rep. 
'Norman Shumway, R-Stockton, 
. to.·slt. in on the upcoming cri-
, tique of the fire. . . 
, · The Forest Se:ryice said they . 
.'understand the fir1;i victims'· 
~anger;· but main~ain :they ~nd 
other agencies did a good Job 
fighting the blaze. Make _that a 
"hell ·of· a job," accordmg to. 

·.· Greg Clark of. the Toiyabe Na-. 
'tional Forest.. · . . 
');,.Clark': said he didn't· have 
\~nough. irif ormatiori on the re-· 
··ports volunteers . were shooed · 
•··away, .but added ·"W~ IJ.e~d the. 
· volunteers.'' · .. · . · . 
·· .: '"I understand the stress and 
'trauma that this kind. of thing 

, causes: The reaction and t~e a~; 
,'imosity .are a naturalJ~m~, . 
i said John Swanson, district 
ranger for the Toiyabe N~~i011al 

• Forest. , , ' . . . · · · . :· 
, : -At the same time, many res1-
;·c1ents; are "blind to th~· work. 
,. that was done. They are blind to 
"the fact that although 26 llomes: 
-.burnea;-.. 100 were· saved. :They\ 

'. wouldn't have be~!l-wit~out the . 
; '.incredible profess1.Q~ah~m and 
• selflessness of the frrefighters_, ·· 
: There were some genuine hero · 
, stories,''. Swanson said. . . 
. . Firefighter Will Waldron. of 
· the El Dorado National Fo~est 
_:took the. complaints in stride. 
·~•~It's.expected when. homes are · 
:fost," he said. "Think of all tti,e .. 
'homeswedidsave.''· . ·. . . 
' :: ·Those who lost uninsured 
:',homes may be eligible for g?V· 
· ernment assistance, dependmg . 
on '.what state di!3aster .. as~e~s­
'ment teams find out. An qfficial. 

.· of the Office of Emergency Ser-
vices said that if 25 pr~ary 

· homes arid-or businesse~with at 
· least 40 • percent ·• uninsured 
•· Josses are tallied, lo~ns could be -
'available from the lJ.&. Small 
',Business Administration. i.. · ... 
/4: :'But of the 26 lost homes, only 
, 15 were primary residences, the 
:official said. . . ·· · , .. · .. · 
: ·· · There is no · eligibili_ty . for. 
temporary shelter assistanc,e. 
from the government, but o~n­

. ers of summer ren~ls are ?emg 
, contacted to see . if t~e~ d · be· 
. willing to rent to frre vi~bms. on : 
, a long-term basis, said_ Mary 
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'A dream house in the mountains' 

r 
s 

by TREV A ZELLER 
Staff writer 

"We were one of the lucky 
ones," said Doyal the day after 
last week's 6,550-acre blaze 
swept through her Alpine 
Village neighborhood. 

and blackened ground. 
"We moved up here beclJ.Use of 

the beautiful scenery," Doyal 
said. "It was my dream house in 
the mountains." 

From the windows of her 
dream house, Janis Doyal still 
can look beyond the blackened, 
scarred land and see her distant 
mountain stream. 

Like others living where the 
Acorn Fire did some of its worst 
damage, she and her family will 
stay, rebuild and wait for 
another breath of life. This is 
still their home. 

Her family's yellow, two'.story 
home is one of the few in a row of 
houses still standing. It suffered 
some smoke and exterior fire 
damage. 

Then she motioned to a distant 
canyon. 

"But I c11n still see my little 
stream. It's still my home and 
it's still my mountains:" 

Their once beautiful mountain 
view suffered the most, instantly 
transformed into images of 
twisted debris, charred trees 

Doyal, her husband Lynn and 
their three children will plant 
more trees in the once abundant­

Continued to page 6 

Rebuild: 
Continued from page 1 
ly green timberland, realizing 
that during their lifetimes they 
won't see the land as it was. 

"That's part of living here; 
you take that chance," said 
Lynn Doyal, who grew up in 
Alpine County. "It's an oppor­
tunity most people don't have so 
we're not going to give it up." 

Only two houses away, his 
father Jack's house burned to 
the ground. The two men worked 
desperately side-by-side to save 
both homes. 

"My father-in-law, after his 
house burned down, went to try 
to save his son's house," said 
Janis, smiling. "He even decked 
a firefighter to get it watered 
down." 

Jack and Elyse Doyal, long­
time Alpine County residents, 
own Hope Valley Resort. Elyse 
stayed and watched the fire 
come down on their home from a 
nearby ridge, where the resort is 
located, as her husband came 
down to help. 

"I was saying all afternoon, if, 
that doesn't get my house I'm .• 
going to chop down those trees," 
the 63-year-old Elyse said on 
Thursday, motioning to the scor­
ched limbs next to what little re­
mained of her home. "I guess I 
don't have to worry about it 
..,,,,...,.nn,-...-.,....n, j) 
,.,U.iJl.i4Vi,.__, , 

In the aftermath, she looked 
for evidence that her home was 
once there, amazed that there 
was no trace of a fence yet a 
large china bowl emerged a lit­
tle scalded but without a crack. 

"You know where everything 
was," she said, appearing numB 
as she roamed through the rub­
ble. "You remember where 
everything was, and you wonder 
what's under there." 

She pointed to a cake pan, a 

Dream homes 10s1 
now gutted washer and dryer, 
tops of canned fruit jars -
reminders of their daily lives. 

"When you look at it you can 
see the room, how it was." 

Despite their setback, the 
elder Doyals also plan to stay. 
Elyse Doyal already has a ne:V 
floorplan figured out for their 
summer home. 

Meanwhile, they have another 
place to live near the resort, 
although the Alpine Village 
home contained many of their 
belongings. 

It's still my 
home ... stm my 
mountains. 

·· "We'll go on; we're not going 
to let this stop us," she said 
later, adding that their home 
was covered by insurance. 

Others in the small Woodfords 
community this week will begin 
the task of cleaning up, starting 

Bob and Catherine Parker 
have the option of living in a 
trailer offered by friend Edna 
Hellwinkel until they can rebuild 
their home. 

"We still have a propane tank 
left," said Catherine, a Diamond 
Valley School teacher who lived 
with her husband in the home for 
25 years. "We only had about 10 
minutes to evacuate. We did get 
all our animals out." 

The Doyals and others in the 

Alpine Village gave credit to 
assistant sheriff Skip Veatch. 
Residents said Veatch and his 
wife remained calm during the 
disaster despite the loss of their 
own home. 

They both helped other 
residents evacuate and brought 
food to firefighters. 

The fire. which broke out 

Wednesday (July 29) in the steei: 
Acorn Canyon near Crystal Spr· 
ings, destroyed 24 homes anc 
caused major damage to sb 
others, the Alpine Count) 
Sheriff's Office reported. 

Officials said an additional 10( 
homes, garages, barns or othe1 
buildings suffered at least mino1 
damage around Woodfords. 
About 103 homes threatened b) 
the fire were saved. 

Alpine Village, a subdivision 
of about 20 homes just south of 
Highway 89 on the way tc 
Markleeville, was one of the 
hardest hit with the loss of at 
least 10 houses, the sheriff's of­
fice said. 

Homes also were lost in the 
Mesa Vista Estates and other 
outlying areas near Woodfords, 
which escaped the 
Fredericksburg fire last year. 

Almost all Crystal Spring1 
homes near the origin of the 
blaze were saved by firefighters. 

{),,... l\Jf,.,.....,A..,.,,. r'lro.1.:..c,.,.,.. .... .:..,. T4. ........... ...-.i, .. h,,....,.o.4J' '-'U.U.J.VJ.J..u.a .L..lt,,, 

Gov. Leo McCarthy signed a 
measure allowing a tax break 
for homeowners who rebuild, 
and the area was declared to be 
in a state of emergency. 

The Alpine County Chamber of 
Commerce has set up a relief 
fund for victims of the fire. 
Anyone who wants to contribute 
can send a donation in care of 
the Woodford's Fire Disaster 
Fund, P.O. Box 265, 
Markleeville, Calif. 96120. 



SHOCKED. Elyse Doyal surveys the remains 
of her Alpine Village home that burned to the 
ground last week, amazed to find a china bowl 
still intact. Lil<e other Woodfords residents, 

EVACUATION. Markleeville resident Norman 
Reuther comforts fellow motorist Sandy 
Stierlin, far left, as they stop briefly just after 
escaping a wall of flames. Both stopped to 

Doyal and her family plan to stay in their 
mountain community and rebuild. R-C photo 
by Treva Zeller · 

help evacuate the family of 13-year-old Clint 
Celio, far right, near Woodfords. The Celio 
home ultimately survived. R-C. photo by Treva 
Zeller 



\l:tJ' Ham radio operators 

~1v¥1
1 

were link with outside 
Amateur radio operators did what they're 

supposed to do: During the Woodfords fire, they 
worked round the clock to send messages in and 
out of the area where telephone lines were 
down. 

Bob Andrews, who is a replacement dispat­
cher for Alpine County Sheriff's Office, has a 
sheriff's base station as well as his amateur 
radio gear at his Alpine County home. He also is 
equipped with emergency power. 

At Carson Valley Middle School where an 
emergency shelter was set up there was also an 
amateur radio station to relay messages back 
and forth. 

According to Andrews and Gardnerville 
amateur radio operator Ray Watley, amateurs 
from Lake Tahoe, Gardnerville and Carson City 
and Reno manned the radios beginning at 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday and on shifts through 'Satur­
day. 

During the first few hours, Andrews said, the 
amateurs relayed messages to and from the 
California Office of Emergency Management. 

Watley said that in the early hours of the fire 
the "hams" sent messages about houses burned 
or damaged and the location of•residents. 

Then, they relayed a great many "health and 

welfare" messages to and from the fire area 
and the Red Cross emergency center at the Car­
son Valley Middle School. 

According to Andrews, during an emergency 
the government radio bands are kept busy and 
there is no room for residents who want to send 
messages to loved ones or find out where a 
friend might be. 

Amateurs fill this void. 
"There are many, many amateurs, and they 

all jump in at the drop of a hat to do emergency 
work," Andrews said. 

Helping Andrews set up the station a:thiS 
home was Mauro Capone, and coordinating the 
Red Cross site was Lou James of Reno. Sheila 
Warner of Carson City obtained hand-held radio 
sets from Truckee Meadows Fire District for 
the amateurs to use. 

Among the operators at both sites were Jack 
Frost of Fish Springs, Bob and Sharon Grissom 
and Gaylord Schmatt of Gardnerville, Curt 
Foltz and Dick Williford of Carson City, Al 
Stinger of Reno and Mike and Natalie Sherrick 
of Sparks. . 

Bear Valley and the City of South Lake Tahoe 
lent power generators for the Alpine com-
munications station. · 

00 ord's Fire Disaster Fund 
PO Box265 

Markleeville, Calif. 96120 

Mystery man save&-dog 
. by LISA WIXON /. 
Staff Writer shepherd had l)een sent to the Red Cross via an 

evacuee, where Terri Dickerson of Terri's Pet 

It's the first night of a major fire. Confusion 
settles in as people evacuate, homes and trees 
burn, and the fire rages out of control. How 
many busy firemen would pay attention to a 
stray dog wandering around with some unob­
vious minor injuries? 

Not many. But a very special one did. 
. N~ one seems to know the identity of the 

firefighter who saved Prince, a large German 
shepher~ who ?ad gotten lost last Wednesday at 
the Alpme fire. Although Prince survived 
without any major injuries, his paws were burnt 
and his hair was singed. 

According to Della Wood, the owner of the 
dog, the fire engines had scared him and he had 
fled the neighborhood. When found, the German 

a:i,d Grooming_ volunteered to keep him over­
mght. Not havmg the facilities Terri sent him 
to the animal shelter in hop~s he could be 
reunited with his family. 

The faIT:ilY, meanwhile, had begun to give up 
hope, until Don Balliette, grandson of Della 
Wood, was in a local bar and overheard some 
firemen talking about a lost German shepherd 
that had b~en_ recovered. Excitely asking the 
group of firefighters for further details Don 
recognized the description and dashed ov~r the 
the animal shelter to retrieve his 
grandmother's dog. 

Thanks to a heroic firefighter, Prince is back 
at ~ome now (~!though the scenery has changed 
a bit) recovermg from his wounds. And thanks 
to the her~ic firefighter, the large German 
shepherd still has a home. 
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Community pulls together 
as fire ravages Alpine 
It will take several days 

before a critique of the 
6,~50-acre Acorn Fire is com­
pleted, according to U.S. Forest 
Service officials, who said land 
rehabilitation efforts have 
already begun. 

This week, evacuated Wood­
fords residents started the task 
of cleaning up near the 24 homes 
destroyed in the blaze, which 
broke out Wednesday in Acorn 
Canyon, near Crystal Springs. 

More than 1,500 firefighters 
working the blaze declared the 
wind-whipped Acorn Fire ex­

.. _, timmishedlate Sundav _ It caus­
ed~ an estimated $5 million in 
damages. 

The Alpine County. Sheriff's 
Office reported that an addi­
tional 100 homes, garages, barns 
and other buildings suffered at 
least minor damage. 

Federal, state and local 
volunteer firefighters were able 
to save 103 homes. Other major 
structures saved included the 
Mt. Sierra Church, Caltrans sta­
tion, the telephone substation, 
the Woodfords Fire Department, 
the Alpine County maintenance 
yard, Woodfords Auto Service, 
Woodfords Guard Station, Wood­
fords Station and Woodfords Inn. 

U.S. Forest Service officials 
believe the fire was caused by 
human negligence. 

Some federal and state agency 
firefighters have had' to respond 
to criticism about how they 
handled the blaze in the first few 
minutes when units first arrived, 
sometime before 11:30 a.m. 

However, a routine investiga­
tion won't be completed for 
several days, a Forest Service 
Spokesman said. 

ELM spokesman Ron Barrett 
denied residents' charges that 
his agency and the U.S. Forest 
Service bickered over whose 
land the fire was on, causing a 
delay in firefighting efforts. 

He said ELM crews went to 
the fire as soon as the Forest 
Service determined they were 
needed. 

ELM keeps one engine crew in 
Markleeville to cover the agen­
cy's land in the area, which is 

close to the Forest Service's 
boundaries. 

Meanwhile, Carson Valley 
residents oblivious to federal, 
state and county lines worked 
with Markleeville residents in 
offering support for disaster vic­
tims. 

Many residents had about 
10-15 minutes to evacuate, with 
only the clothes on their backs 
and their pets. More than 100 
eventually found their way to an 
emergency Red Cross center set 
up at the Carson Valley Middle 
School, seeking comfort, infor­
mation or a place to sleep. 

Red Cross volunteer Bobbie 
Brown said their efforts went 
much smoother than usual with 
an outpouring of support from 
Carson Valley residents, who of­
fered everything from food to 
places to stay. 

Local school officials also 
opened their facilities for a com­
mand center at the Douglas High 
School and the Red Cross center 
at the middle school. 

For several days, Minden­
Gardnerville became the center 
for hundreds of firefighters as 
well as local and national news 
reporters. 

Mary Lou Shipton, director of 
the Carson Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, like many others, 
only got about an hour's sleep 
Wednesday night while helping 
coorcffnate supplies for the near­
by victims. 

She estimated that at least 11 
local businesses offered goods 
and services to the disaster vic­
tims, including a local thrift 
shop that opened its doors and 
allowed those residents to 
choose what they needed. 

"We realize there may be 
countless others," she said, ad­
ding that stories of heroic deeds 
during the past few days will no 
doubt go untold because there 
are so many. 

"The most amazing thing is 
people in this Valley don't 
volunteer, they just do," Shipton 
said. 

She said the one family that 
lost a home even turned around 
and donated 50 pounds of meat. 

, "They'd been through all this 
horror and they turned around 
and did that," Shipton said. 
"There was nothing we needed 
that we couldn't and didn't 
receive two-fold." 

As far as local residents are 
concerned, the Alpine County 
area seems like another exten­
sion of Carson Valley with the 
two communities sharing fami­
ly, friends, homes or 
workplaces. 

The Ham radio operators were 
the only communication link to 
the fire area, and as far as 
Markleeville. until ohone ser­
vice was restored gradually this 
weekend. The amateur radio 
operators and the Red Cross 
were among other volunteers 
who deserve a lot of credit, Ship­
ton said. 

They took phone calls from 
concerned residents from as far 
away as New York who heard 
about the fire on national news. 

"The people who were 
evacuated were going through 
enough emotional trauma," 
Shipton , added. "They didn't 
need any more, and these people 
saw to it they didn't have 
anymore." 

Red Cross workers said they 
were overwhelmed with the 
number of homes offered for 
people to stay. 

Emergency service and in­
surance CeJ/lters remained open 
in Diamond Valley this week for 
victims. 

Volunteer firefighters with 
both Alpine County and the East 
Fork Fire Protection District 
were credited with saving many 
homes as well as land. Rancher 
Clarence Burr said Dave Gam­
ble's Genoa crew helped save 
land near the Diamond Valley 
School. 

Volunteer groups from 
Douglas and Alpine counties 
stayed on with the U.S. Forest 
Service and state forestry divi­
sion firefighters to protect 
homes through Thursday. 

Douglas County sheriff's 
deputies helped Alpine police 
evacuate victims and keep 
watch over the homes after the 
disaster to avoid thefts·. 



Heavy smoke from the Acom Fire near 
Woodfords turned the late-afternoon sun a 
bright red last Wednesday. Tile fire even­
tualiy destroyed 24 homes befo[e It was 

brought under .control Sunday. For more 
photos, see pages 6 and 7. Jay Aldrich 
photo · 

s 
As attacks against the 

6,550-acre Acorn fire end.ed Sun­
day, criticism of fire-fighting 
practices in the Eastern Sierra 
seemed to spread as fast as the 
wind-whipped blaze did a week 
ago. 

Federal agencies who spent 
five days battling the brush and 
timber fire found themselves on 
a rlifferent -defensive front by 
Monday, responding to both fire 
victims and long-time Valley 
residents who accused them of 
forgetting the basics. 

Several people who gathered 
thic ,nr.:.atr n~~Qlt:'o.t-1 h,,.rth,;,-t,,,., 1 

firefighters but railed agai~st 
"the system" and "chain-of­
command" used today for at­
tacking this region's major 
forest fires. 

It's a system that devotes too 
much time organizing area 
agencies and too little time at­
tacking a fire in the first crucial 
minutes, residents said. 

The U.S. Forest Service also 
turns away landowners whose 
property is threatened, accor­
ding to residents, although they 
have years of experience 
fighting fires and are more 
familiar with the area. 

These critics went head-to­
head with state and federal fire 
crews Monday when all were 
called together in Minden. A 
public hearing also was held 
before Alpine County super­
visors Tuesday. 

In the wake of these and other 
accusations, U.S. Forest Service 
officials in command of last 
Wednesday's fire said some pro­
blems do exist in initial response 
for this area. 

s 
However, they also pointed to 

the increasing number of homes 
built in remote timberland and 
the need for residents and local 
governments to take an active 
role in clearing brush from 
structures and taking other fire 
preventive steps. 

With new homes in the path of 
fires, federal and state fire 
crews have to give greatev · 
priority today to the protection 
of lives and structures, accor­
ding to Terry Randolph of the 
Toiyabe National Forest. 

"It's probably something we 
n.ac:d to work out, '1 he said ivlof1-' 
day about the initial two hours of 
a fire. "However, by 5 p.m. 
{Wednesday) 80 engines, who 
knows how many Cats 
(bulldozers) and other equip­
ment converged." 

Because the fire was so large 
and spread so fast, it was a real 
problem assigning equipment 
and trucks gathered on the area 
roads, according to Randolph. 

"We did have a man in control 
of the fire., But as rapidly as 
events were unfolding, things 
were changing. Granted, some 
things fell through the cracks." 

Firefighters also were 
hampered in securing air 
tankers for the initial attack 
because of construction going on 
at the Douglas County Airport, 
Randolph said. 

As a matter of routine, the 
U.S. Forest Service and other 
agencies expect to critique the 
first two hours of Wednesday's 
blaze, which destroyed 24 homes 
near Woodfords and caused con­
siderable damage/ to several 
others. 

e r 
It will be several days before 

that critique is completed, they 
said. · 

"I feel pretty bad about the 
loss of homes," Randolph said. 
"But I'm proud we were able to 
save 103. A lot of fine, young peo­
ple busted their butts and put 
their life on the line." 

But residents who are rriad 
-about seeing three major fires in 
Alpine County during the past 
four years said problems stem 
from the initial attack and 
bureaucratic regulations. 

Many are talking of a class­
action suit against fecierai agen-­
cies, and others said they may 
request congressional investiga-

. tions. The Alpine Board of 
Supervisors is considering 
separate action. 

Throughout the Woodfords 
community this week, people 
said the good firefighters' hands 
are tied by bureaucracy. Others. 
went as far as saying some agen­
cy firefighters stood by the road 
and watched a once-small fire 
get out of hand when they could 
have put it out with shovels. · 

"They have to go through this• 
long chain of command before 
they can even pump water," 
said Bob Stephens, a volunteer 
firefighter of some 14 years and 
owner of Woodfords Auto. 

He said some agency 
firefighters told him as the fire 
was raging that they weren't 

. authorized to pump water on 
structures. 
· "The Forest Service has too 

many in command." he said 
"They have some really good 
men, but by the time they go 7 

r.nntln111::i.rl tn none 7 I 
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through the chain of command 
it's too late. They're too busy 
assessing the fire and not 
fighting the fire." 

Some Woodfords Fire Depart­
ment volunteers also were mad 
that they were sent home after 
being one of the first to respond 
to the scene. 

Woodfords Fire Chief Dave 
. Zellmer said he's conducting his 
own interviews and investiga­
tion into what more could have 
been done initially. 

"It's normal procedure when 
guys get on the fire to make a 
judgment of whether it's a 
volunteer-type fire or a Forest 
Service fire," Randolph said, 
adding that volunteers may be 
needed elsewhere if another fire 
breaks out. 

"This was on a cliff with 7-10 
mile-an-hour winds. We didn't 
know it would kick up to 35~mile­
an-hour winds. The weather 
c' - ~ed." 

_ 1e Smith, a retired U.S. 
Forest Service worker of 34 
years, said he's watched the 
agency in the past 10-15 years 
"centralize" with policies that 
g~t fnrthpr ;:iwciy from the local 
community. 

"When we were fighting fires 
we never had any days like 
this," said Smith, who was near 
the fire scene Wednesday when 
it first started. "Maybe we 

, didn't have as many people liv­
ing in different areas, but when 
we hit a fire, we hit it with 
everything we had." 

He added that federal agen­
cies actions today are based on a 
fear of liability instead of giving 
everything they've got in attack­
ing sml;l.11 blazes. 

· But according to Randolph, 
· his district has tackled some 120 
fires this season and only two got 
away from agencies. 

Residents suggested the agen­
cy go h,ack to a policy of actively 
Sf" ·-,ug out local residents with 
fL Jhting resources before the 
fire season reaches its peak. 

Wednesday's fire, which of-
ficials say was started by human 

l

~ negligence, caused the most pro­
perty damage in recent years. 
Total damage estimates have 

, reached $5 million. 

they would burn me out," he 
said this week. Burr also saw his 
property damaged in two 
previous fires in the past few 
years. 

Burr and other ranchers who 
own large amounts of land in 
both Carson Valley and Alpine 
County complained they were at 
first· barred from the area and 
then delayed from attacking the 
fire's eastern flank. 

Burr, Fred Dressler, Larry 
Pedrett, Mel Schwake Jr. and 
Kenneth Hellwinkel said their 
actions finally saved the Dia­
mond Valley School and Wood­
fords Indian Colony. 

They had started clearing a 
fire line near the school until 
Douglas County crews arrived to 
back them up, Burr said. 

But delays - when they were 

'' We need to take a 
cooperative effort 
for suc.h things as 
green stripping 
and fuel breaks. 
We need to get 
people to get rid 
of those damn 
shingle roofs and 
clean up vegeta­
tion. ,, 
held back at roadblocks and 
questioned because their private 
bulldozers for clearing brush . 
weren't properly authorized -
cost another hour or more that 
could have saved Burr's proper­
ty, according to the ranchers. 

'f'h,:, r,<1nPhP.rs said thev snent 

more than the individuals," 
Burr said. 

"Before, it would be up to us 
people - no questions were ask­
ed; we worked together. Theim­
portant thing was to save our 
property.'' 

Among those outraged this 
week is 89-year-old rancher 
Fred Dressler, who owns some 
of the largest land-holdings in 
both Carson Valley and Alpine 
County. 

Dressler said he was almost 
arrested for acting without 
federal authority when he tried 
to enter with a bulldozer and a 
hand-picked crew of local 
residents. He said those 
residents have been fighting 
fires for years. 

"In my days, whoever got to a 
fire first was the boss," Dressler 
said, adding that landowners 
were never held back from pro­
tecting property. 

At Monday's meeting, 
Douglas County Sheriff Jerry 
Maple suggested that lan­
downers who have equipment 
and know how to fight fires be 
issued an I.D. card so they can 
quickly cross roadblocks and 
help protect their property. 

He said not all emergency per­
sonnel brought in to work on a 
major disaster would know Fred 
Dressler or other ranchers well­
known to the community. 

Police had to order residents 
to evacuate for their own safety 
on Wednesday, Maple added. 

KINGSBURY THREAT 
Both Driscoll and U.S. Forest 

Service officials said the more­
populated Kingsbury Grade is as 
much at risk with decaying 
vegetation and drier conditions 
that helped fuel last week's fire. 

Randolph said local govern­
ments as well as residents 
should be willing to spend the 
money toward fire preventive 
steps. 

"We're going to be talking 
about this situation again," Ran­
dolph warned. "We need to take 
a look at a cooperative effort for 
such things as greenstripping 
and fuel breaks. We need to get 
people to get rid of those damn 
shingle roofs and clean up 
vegetation." 

.,, --=--- __ ..._ ........ _ ,.....A.-r.t::!i. lf-

HOT CAR. This is really 
found by photographer , 
"tourguide," Sgt. Leo Joh 
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HOT CAR. This is really a hot car, a Porsche 
found by photographer Jay Aldrich and his 
"tourguide," Sgt. Leo Johnson, of the Washoe 

gl C Ip 

Tribal Police. This was a fickl_e forest fire, bur­
ning to the ground some ca!bins and leaving 
others untouched only a few yards away. 
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<~lpine Country Faire to benefit fir8,victims.: 
Event is Aug . . 1 5-1 6 
In the wake of the devastating 

Woodfords fire which destroyed 
26 homes, the Alpine County 
Chamber of Commerce an­
nounced that the Alpine Country 
Fafre wif benefit the fire's vie- . 
tims. 

Many Alpine County residents 
lost holnes and livelihoods in the 

. July 2.9 firestorm which swept 
through Woodfords Canyon. 
· Proceeds from the Aug. 15-16 · 

fair will go into the Woodfords 
Fire Disaster Fund established 
and administered by the non­
profit. chamber of commerce. 

The annual .fair is held in 
Woodfords' · sister town, 
Markleeville,' Calif. 

•As'par~ of th~ benefit, the fair 
organizers · are inviting all the · 
neighboring volunteer fire · 
departments to participate in 

. the annual tug of war champion­
ships. The tug, one of the more 
popular events at the fair, is 
staged over a local mud hole. 

Defending champion team Cal 
Silver Miners, who have won the 
coveted award three times out of 

· the six years the tug of war has 
been held, will "dig in deeper" 
once again to. stave. off 
challenges from the local Forest 
Service, BLM and volunteer fire 
departments. 

The fair is replete with booths 
of handmade art and craft 
items, food and beverages. In· 
dian tacos and acorn muffins are 
some of the local specialties of­
fered this year. 

The lOK Fun Run kicks off the 

fair at 8 a.m. Saturday. This 
year, the anriual race has been 
expanded to include a 2-mile 

· striding (walking) r.ace. Seniors 
enter free and are encouraged to 
participate in · this fun and 
healthy event. , . . 

The tug of war's '.first heats. 
follow the Fun Run at 9:30 a.m; 

· Playoffs continue Saturday 
afternoon at 6 p.m. and Sunday 
at 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. when the 
ch_ampionsll_lp title will be deter-
mmed. · · . : ·. . 

The ."Flexable Flyers" are 
scheduled to set the.beat at the 
street dance, 4-10 p.m. ·Saturday, 

. There will be a diverse menu 
·of music both days, Besides the 
''Flexable Flyers," Saturday's 
entertainment includes the Lost 
Coyote band and Carson· City's 
Country Cousins Square Dance 
Club .. On Sunday, entertainer ' 
Dan Murphy, Eric Jung of the 
Goonge Bros. Band and the 
Alpine Trio will keep fair-goers 
tapping their feet. · · . 

Woody Owl and Smokey the 
Bear will be on hand to entertain 
youngsters, 

other activities include a kids' 
arcade, ·the library's book sale, 
an art competition and gallery 
show and raffles all day both . 
days. ·· , 

For information on, the· fair 
and for Woodfords Fire Disaster 
Fund donations (tax-deductible) 
contact the Alpine County 
Chamber of Commerce,· P.O. 
Box 265, Markleeville; CA 96120 
or call (916) 694-2475, 

BENEFIT. Proceeds of the Alpine ·coun: Aug. 15 and 16, and will feature, among 
try Faire ·will go to the Woodfords. Fire other events, the annual tug of war. 
?,isa_st~~. R~~:f -~-u~~--~~e fair ' .. ~ -~;l,_f~~ .. :S~?~~ .a~~~e-~re last year~s wlnnersc the 

Cal Sliver Miners. Nancy Thornburg 
photo · ) 





····•···•-····A.i·r · ... ill f i:~~ :··-F1·re l5om·oi•ng 
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'iS a·if0Cted trom.•· gr-ounc.r 

. - :-,: __ Gofltinued frompage-1 ·-'-··A"'~···"~- ·-~--~-·r·•"----'·: ... -,,.-Sheridan~s plane,,a-DC-7B>resembles·1he<-.:'.-,:~-·<:::: 
drops during the Woodfords fire, they dropped passenger airplane it once was because. only 
retardant on top of the ridge. the seats were taken out The luggagEfcarriers · 

Pilots are directed by the command center of are still in place. 
the fire fighters from the ground. The fire retardant tanks are completely ex-

"They decide what the fire plan will be and ternal and they hold 3,000 gallons of retardant. 
, tell us where they want it, or sometimes we According to the Bureau of Lan~ Manage-

follow a lead plane if there is one," Sheridan ~ ment, the fire retardant costs 7Q cents a gallon. 
said. .·. ' . . ' ,. . Mike Calllp}:>ell, wbfwas '~ctiajj 'eJ>(tM air.· .. 

th!~~i~~J~ 1f~i!:e;
0:~:i~!;!~;~~!~\t~th

. ~,,,r,,-.·~~~:~~~t\tf!?~~~fit . ,'.. \~;·2r 
fire, they are given their target. If there is a did say, however, that it was cheaper here.· · 
lead plane, they follow it in, then make the . because the fire was so close to the reloading . 
drop. · -11. area. · · 

"We have eight t~nks tha_t we can drop, one, Planes made their runs from the Douglas 
t~o, four, or ~11, ?rm a trail. We _can.drop all , County Airport north of Minden and returned to 
eight ~,ankers m lme or any combmabon we · be reloaded and refueled. 
want. . . . . . There was a total .of eight aircraft used in the 
· The first day of the Woodfords_ visibility was fire, Campbell said. The pilots work for private 

p~or because of the smoke, and it was pretty companies which contract with federal and · 
wi,~Idy · h ,, S .d elm. d state agencies for the fire season/May to · 

t was toug , hen . an a . 1tte . September. 
The next day was "qwte routme," and the · 

One is based in Minden (the hapless "Flying 
Boxcar") and one is based at Stead. Others · 
come, when needed, from Klamath Falls, Ore., 
Boise, Idaho, Grand Canyon National Park, 
Fresno, Grass Valley and Columbia, Calif. 

third day (Friday), the planes didn't fly at all. 
The difficulty for pilots as well as the fire 

fighters was that structures were involved. 
"There's more pressure on you when there 

are structures. You want to be sure you protect 
the house you're trying to save," Sheridan said. 

"The first day, it was windy and the smoke 
was bad. It was hard to see the targets,'' 

The airplane that he and Quirk fly (the co­
pilot flies the plane, according·to Sheridan, and 
the captain does the thinking) is a former 
Eastern Airlines airliner. 

Some planes used are World War II-era 
B-17s, commonly known as "Flying fortresses." 

The plane in Minden is contracted by BLM. 
Campbell himself is from Boise. He directs 

· the air fire fighting operations in the Great 
.. Basin area, roughly Nevada, Utah, Southern 

Idaho and parts of Wyoming. , · 
At different locations in the Western states, 

different agencies share the cost and the 
management of a fire, and set up incident com­
mand teams. 
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RELOADING. Fire retardant is pumped into 
the tanks of a fire fighting airplane at the 
Douglas County Airport during the Wood-

fords fire. The retardant is also a fertilizer, 
which helps to improve the soil for reseeding 
later. R-C photo 



byTINAflXMAN ' AH agencies said the single -~ost . Certain other groups are directly rn:faJt, Forester Patrick Murphy 
?Pe~ial tQ t~e R-C . important step . you, can . take to attracted by fire,_ but they must b~ ·. said it's not so much for erosion con~ . 

... .- - , , . , ·:- > . \ restoring the landscape tp S?tisfy its present in·the area to. begin with.:· · ·. trol, but .to fight ~ack the onslaught 
· . Victims;- of,rec~]'.lt. fJ1:"es:cin• botb !:grec:1.test rieecl: water. · \. >,: ; __ . There are seve,raLc~ep;ii9als th~ti , of cheat grass, that it's so important 
, Lakeview Estate§.i.VfAt~?n,,Ci~y~~d-?\Ji:rigati_\l_g·;~\JreeS.,' .shr_ubs, :\ can}~~ used on qaqiaged'trees'.:Th~y' · to establish gra.sses:. : : __ .... · 

the Woodfords fire .can tak~: some?~· evergreens; even' lawns slowly and ,leave chemical .barriers that prevent · .. :; Che.it grass ls an annual grass that .. 
very positive steps towards restor- .: deeply over the coming mon:hs can the borers froin;fulfilling their full' . germinates in late summer and ear-

. · ing their landsc.apes., , · ·· . /< .. ·: _ be Jhe turning point for tbese badly Jife-cycles.);evenol and lindane are, .. ly falL)t provides that touch of green 
, Assessing the damage can be don.e . . stressed plants.> ·,:,,: < " , '.:,. . apt .to be'. on 'shelve~ ip. Nev;;tda · • to the. 1a:ndscape in the winter, then 

, ' with - help fx:oi:n: -. s~veral ._ sour<!~s: ',/1:''Patfick l\'.Iurphf,. _State·_ F~rester; . • · nurseries; ,but yqu can Sheck wjt};l th.~ : ;' dries:the fo,llowing l\'.Iay, Chea'tgrass 
_ State Forestry/ S011 Conseryat10n. ,· said that watering;; particu,lar:ly Cooperative-Extension. Ser:yice.hor~;'·is a·firefu,el that summerfires rage 
: Service, the C::ooperative Extension. through. the winter months, should. ticulture depar,tment for I f11r,tber .. through.': ·, >' . < / ·-- _. · / ' · 
i Office,' and for . fi.re insurance ---· not be overlookecL >°'' , . , _ -: chemic;al 1istings; ;' · _- :'.' ,:·::,. ,;:'.' 'The forestry service in Nevada is 

·'. ,es~imates, ·-loqk_· t?area llorticult~3:l-, __ ,_.· · · If~ving_ bee~:.scorched. and/ or .-e~~ ··: J Spraying shoµld, be do?,~ to· ~~?te,c.t:•:: p~a!¥1_irlg te, -us_e -either. ~ord~nd _ or 
exp~rts-qualifu~~ ~ursery~en.a,nq.·,• pose~ to _~nte:qse-.he~t has,left _ma.ny --_ ;:trees y<>u feel arem tl:ie · gray; area, S1ber1~~ ~rass, but, Grested · wheat, _ 
hortic'Q].tural col).Sl,il.ting services.• --- < pl~nts ]n a :in,ucl:l ,drier than normal , , and m~ed all tlle; help they .can get to. : · gra~s -_. or ••other drought-tolerant, 

'·_ · SAVING DAMAG~D PLAN!S , .. •'·\state" and stres~ed plants are more .... resume growmg unde~ n<c;a_rly perennial grasses are suitable'. , - . 
. · · These professionals:can help paint \vulnerable to secondary infections.' . - stressless condit~ons, ·. · It may be difficult to locate soi:ne a mor~ accurate picture of whatjn :· .. ,>Fighting bc,ic:!k by' watering can 'be'.,: 1 ,_ ) : • R~VE~ETAT19t-f ·· . . .. _ .. ; .qfthese grasses; but local nurseries 
.the y~rd is salvageable. Experts I.. .thekeyelementinwhetheror·not the,'. · • :Revegetar10n· 1s designed not :so: and government agencies should be 

._. visite~ ,yVitll pointe~ ouJ, thf1t i~ the plant i,S ab,e to contjnue gro\\'thne.xt: \ much t~ be~ut~fy. the lanciSSfi·Pe. put:; . able t~· prpvide you_ with .sources. 
· Lakeview area th~re. are _conife:s spring'. , . _ ,. , - .. _, . _ ·, ... , __ .·. · to help1n,er?~10n/control_~~. weUc:1s ,. I~ h~ll 9fthese toug~er grasses 
·that ~e,re badly SfOr~~ed, yet .~1x _, •-·~ecqnd~ryJnfecti?.9s can,9e,m the ... next years fire contn;>L ,_-.· :;_ . .:- ·•.to' ·· :w~1cl:l are.(leeply -r?oted ,an~. well 

: weeks later th~ t~es a~e pushmg guise of Qisea,ses,oqnsects,. , ,· __ ..... •· - • _ · Nev;ada State Fore?try 1s :work~ng • s1.pte_d ;. to our arid con~1hons, 
· new growth; It takes a tramed eye to . ·: ,i,~·evada, State' Entomologist,. 'Jeff 

I 
up an 80/20 cost sharmg program J() 1 locatipg fescues or perenmal . rye 

: · identify_ \\'hat Js or. isn'.t s;,i.veable and _. , . l.{riight, said there are several types revegetate the Lakeview~urn;, Her~ci g,ras~.es ,shoulq be eaiser,: Though 
even then there may be surprise~./ i" of, borers tliat can possib~y 111ove into .. they'll ·split the cost· of .r~seeding > they )'('on't tolerate as little water as 
: _Qtl,ler conifer~ ·_are. yirtuc1U1 no,n~.; I?~µe~ ~rec1s,~::i,11~iq~ furtl:l~r l?.tr,ess -~, wi_th_ homeo\\'i:iers d,irectl~~ using•:al: '.,cr~s.te;~ wheat or_s~me other types, 
-~e~over'1:ble as e;v1de~ced by 01e ooz0'. /:' tdcomfer~;: \ ,, '';' , :'. ·: , ':_ •, . , : · · · . : • }':: mixture of har~~• per:en~~ grc1s,ses:;,._, peren~al fescues ~nd ryes san be us­
mgJromAll are.as on the trees wl:lere._: .. :._. Us~c1Uy, 

1 
tl:ioµgh, · they Ju,st _ fm1sh to not .only stab1l1ze ~he sods put p.el~. ·:<'; ec;l 'succ_essfuUy m ... areas ,close to 

the camqium layer ~as been damag~ .' 'off trees .th~t would have otherwise outcompete _the· upcoming ,fa~L crop: : ·.honies ,· -_wh1rre -there : .is . adequate · 
ed. died. - , . of cheat grass; · .· .,Cont.inued to' page 10 



Contin·ued from page 1 Ti~ing the application to coin-
water to keep them irrigated cide with our naturally occurr­
both during germination and the ing moisture puts you into a who­
subsequent growing season. knows-when situation., li possi-

Another ,type of seed to con- ble you can reseed la.tel," this fall 
sider would be· wildflower seed using the weather to your advan­
mixes for areas closer to the tage ... cooler days mean you'll 
house where a more aesthetical- need less water to keep the seed _ 

· ly pleasing quick cover is.need-_ moist during germinatiop. 
ed. · The remnants of the timber in 

the form of ash is a· source of Several types of mixes are 
available, though not inexpen- both~phosphate and potash as 
sively. California poppies, blue well as being a sort of bit­
flax, penstemons, daisies, tersweet mulch that can benefit 
gaillardia and purple cone · · any reseeding you do. 

- flower, are all examples . of Replanting of larger trees and 
perennial or reseeding annuals shrubs can begin right away. 
that would be suitable to use in Warm soils, and the coming 

. our climate.. cooler days will mean good 
· starts on any type of plant. 

They will need water for ger- material especially for next spr­
mination as will any new seed. ing. 

They'll have a new root 
system established and can 
begin more quickly to fake the 
place of those lost in the recent 
fires. · 

California residents should 
contact their state forestry ser­
vice to see if there are other pro­
grams available to them to help 
in the revegetation process 
around Woodfords. 

Nevada residents can contact 
any of the state and federal 
agencies listed at the beginning 
of the column to update 
themselves with accurate infor­
mation as to which agencies are 
involved in any revegetation 

-programs and what the specific 
recommendations_ and steps are 
for the fastest recovery possible: 
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EventheFredericksburg fire last'' 
. ·· .. year,'_whic~ many.of-those involved I 

said was .handled :textbook-perfect, . 
. ·. created some controversy. . I ,),'i ' 

.. Never 'before;·Chow,ever, ha.v~\ve\ I 

heard so many complaints, so;manyr· '. 
people who are absolutely convinced i 

that had the fire been ,handled 'dif-•' 
ferently~''and earlier/ 'inuch or·• the·, 
damage· to private-. property could. 
have been avoided. •, .· : · · 

So overwhehning' are the. com~ 
. plaintsfrom,peoplewho were on.the 
· scene, \a>:·high~level ·investigation•., 
should · be/undertaken ·as soon ·'as ·· •· 

· · possible/nh(to)riake scapego'afa.out : 
· of any'ofthose·jnvolved.but to see if\: 
there ~re· any ways that' those,,:pro:. · 
.blems.· can: be prevented the hext, 
·:tirne. And· as sure. as nature ·made' 
trees and wildlands, there will ,be a: 
next ti.me/·: ; . ' ., .. ' 

· •.' ;']::J1e"1t'conipla'iiiff'l:shouid ···n6t' be . 
. allo~~~,}(h9W~v.~f~1'.'Jo ·: obscure,:' 'the' 

.· · heroism ,and1lheJine· work done.by . 
·· the.1 manyi\men>,and ·,women who 
,worked \·so.'1hard :on,'.,:the:fire'Cto ·be .. " 

;.: .. ··}kn.'.·. ·own f·o·r. e. v_ .. e.··r· .. ·•a. s.·•.)·····t .. h··.·.;.e,,_;A_·_. c·o.rn. ;~.'.~r .. tt.·J·\': .. :.·· I . Ii tu wouldlbeHoffy'f:fc>r::ils%totry -to< 
. •,single ,out all :ofithose who :were in,:;, 
:vo~yed, sa_y~~g ,#;fany2:'J;lomes just ,as• 
·otp~rs ''!VefeJosG'.:helping those who , 
were withouL1homes· .and without 
belongings:· ·To do,, s_o would• surely 

:risk missing,som~body. · · ·.,.' . 
· A:.couple'':of e~hifui>les. should suf- · 
fice: ·the Red Cr

1

~ss for quickly set•· 
:ting up. a relief;:,center at 'Carson 
VaHey '.Middle tSchool,: Coventry 
· Cross , ;c'hriff Sh6pjfor openingi,)its 
doors wide :for:;:thosel.in need,~;,'pf ·• 

. clothing,,, th~. insijf4hc~\rhomp~ni~f 
that sent disaster .teams here before 

• 'the Jire"evenwas; extinguishedj Jin~~ . 
of course, the many,Jfref ighters :,9n 
tpe groundJ1hd inttl:i~'ai_i;{·,~:;fi:1J)ii:\' t · 
· For. th~.if:' .. di,~{~f~If"~:1~ot~•t''dirty; ·. 

dangerous work,·we owe these men 
and women from a.11 walks of life -
whose attitudes were probably best 
,,demonstrated by , t})e aw-shucks 
borate-bomber' pilbti''who';.i,saw. his' 
feat of·b~ing'ihgl~plan·e infora:$UC~ .. 
cessful ·bellf l<111dirig/a:s just·part ·or 
the job - a' debt .that can never 
_repaid. ~ ·- __ - ,c~"' 



--- ~-----·--· 
· structures, explaining 1they "We pumped fo; about 21/2 
were trained for wildland fires days," Gansberg said. • 

(Continued ti-om Page 1) . · •· · only. •. ._ - . .· . . ... · . Forest Service officials' ini-
25,000' acres fu four hours>The : Randolph said that is a Forest .. tially threatened him with ar­
blaze, which brok_e out around Service policy. "We don't have ·• rest "because it was all dirty 
ll:30a:m:July29,wascontroll-< the ·equipment•·on our brush •and the hose wasn"tcurled up 
ed Aug:2 at 6,550 acres, with 26 · rigs'" .he said. "We'll call in ci- right," but· G_ansberg said .he_. 
horn~ . destroyed and others ty flre dep,irtments and volun- . "straightened out" the situation · 
seriously damaged. l',iore than teers :to help . protect ·struc- with Greg Clark, a Toiyabe of-
1,500 · pefl!onnel ·Jl'.om federal, tures:". . , . :· . , ; ficial. ··,;> .-·: .,:,: ,1,' :· .. 
California and Nevada agencies ~n another ·· ~atte~, · i:-elson , On. the rehabilitatio~, Clark 
\ook partill: tlie. $4 tµ.illion bate said that after mvesbg~tu~n he , said it will include seeding of 
tie. .. : . ·/ ·, :;.·,:, ·:_, ·•••• . ·, :1•;. . :: :,vas "~ot aware" of. an mcident '•1,860 aci-es;· cu~ting dciicl. trees : 

/ Ma'.nagementof the effort was m ,wh1~h an Alpme. County and laying th.em 1ater;illy on ~60 · 
~"inore •than:sufficient .to fight supervisor; appr~pnated a · acres of slopes;. stirring upfi­
_.the. blaze ai; first reported,"· a ~or~t Serv1c~ engme and used , re~dainaged. soil_ on another_ 140 
ForestServlceharidoutsaid,. . 1ttof1ght~efrre. . . . . ·acres· to prevent.'r:ipid ruQoff 

t. · ·"our ·review: ·indicated · that Supe~sor . Ch~1s .Gansbe~g, .. and constructing check .dams on 
1o~_judgmerit calls.\Yere ·cor- Jr.; ~aid ~e eng1!1e.was bemg o.smilesofstreamchannel. · · ~ect,'; Nelson ti:Mfeporters; ;"I reparred Ill a building .threat- . . ' . 
Fwdn't'seeh'ow anyhoqies could ened by the. flames: He said ; A meeting will be held Mon­
iliave beensaved.'' Atotal of 103 Thursday that he and.another :day at 9:30:a.m." on land­
jhom_es. w_e.re_\'_saveii from man took it out and _used it to rehabilitation for' Woodfords. 
j.destruction, · according to the protect structures, · . property ow_ners, Clark said. /. 
•Forest Service·•:•,>,,. i,, ,.·. · · •. 
f/ Brit a ~trong':wind of 30 to 35 
nil~:per>llour,•~t',:<!aine up 

. Jatei: in ,the 11ffernoc,n·: .ovenvh­
relnied ~e frre cre_wi, and_ forced 
; them to·retreat from the mtense 
( flames which were 50:to ,75Ieet 
f high imd,movµig wi~ the spee,d 
· ofthewind: · · ·· , · · : 

When· that happened; Nelson 
. said; "you cannot stop that ... 
•There' was ·:nothing we ·could 

t have done to stop' it· till' it 
: started'Jaying down. '11ter tha.t 
1_. night;!'he,said. :, ·•. :, ,:. :' 
;,: • 1Zellmer contends that thfl fire 
••··· could have been kriockfld dowµ 
".before the wind came up if.the 
!,, Foi:est Service had allowed his' 

resPQnding crew of five V(llun- · 
· teers to head up the steep slopes 

where the fire began and attack 
the flames ·with• their hoses, 
rakes; shovels 'and "pissbags" 

, . ...., five-gallon watl)r containers · 
'.: withportablepumps. · 
· Nelson said the Forest Ser­

vice decided "the pumper and 
' the · volunteers wouldn't have 

been·· useful on the steep 
slopes.'~ Two yolunteers mann°· 

'.· ed the pumpllr,, while threi:, · 
.:.others arriyed ill priyate vehi: 
.. tj.es,Zellmel'.said., -
:· .: The chief expla_ined that when . 
•• · his volunteers arrived on the · 
tscene snortlyafter' 11:30 a.m., a 
:· ·usFS fire manager told him the,.; 
i, · men were"not needed. "My peo-1 
F pl~ were ready ;"°:Zenin_1:r. said,: 
'·:,and asked re~tedly· .. if they: 
:, : could le11~ a hand,: ': , \ . . : Cl 
: .. Y:What/really• bothers me,:-1 

r; they tol_d us if we .were fighting J 
i'.the. fire we'.d stomp a.round and. •.·_.\, 
/?,destroy.' evidence. Th.at ~eally 
· · rubs me," Zellmer complamed .. ··· 
,: •. The:volimteers.stayed on the<: 
;,.,scene··for"flearlY'fln~our~until-a:·-; 
l: smoke · alarm call · came•• into ·' 
[ their statio~ from. Mes~ .Vista, 
· aboutfivemmutesaway. 
,, The volunteers -~e~e recalled 

ALAN PINKERTON, ·a U.S •. Forest Service fir~ analyst,' explains his 
department's efforts In fighting . the 6,500-acre fire near Wood-
fords at a press conference in Renp Thursday. · 

Frlclay,August 7, 

Shurnway 
198.7 TahoeDallyTrlbune PageFlltean . 

~ut Chris Seeger, Shum.way's 
chief of staff, said that it is not ''1 

(ContlnuedfromPage·11 . •' ... time yet to set up a: formal in~ 1 vestigation. · · · , 
declared controlled Aug._ . 2. "I think it is premature at i 
More than two dozen homes ·and tbis. juncture· to ha,-e a -Shums , .. ! 

,numer,ous outbuildings burned . way commission if :•ou will, as· : 
: to the 'ground. ·nozens ·of other · has. been suggested. He recog- :. 2 . _homes were damaged... . nizes the unhappiness on the , 

Many of ' the fire·· victims, · . part of the residents. It's a very i 
. county supervisors and : the. tragic situation. If there are • 
chief of the ·woodfords volun-' .. areas where improvements can i 
teer fire. department have call- ' be made, he'll bring that to the · , 
ed for an independenf investiga0 : ··attention· of the Bureau of Land ! 

• lion oHhe suppression effort. : Management and the Forest .. i 
Among their· complaints · are · Service," Seeger said. . , t 



. He said that as the fire spread 
. beyond control, firefighters were 
, ,forced to take a defensive stance to 
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,;i,rn·re>tl· 
(;;;·• ,}1Jj:·/~l~q~ tt1,1:r· .,.,,, '. ::~; .. , · [,,.;:g~itt,AU ,A,;, . 
i\t~✓,·~/~:: \ /_f.J)'~ 1:·-~~,··~'c,~~~'::"~r, '~: ~ r ,~ -, ',')f '/' 

t

1\1"3tiieffdtnb ·:. El ·s ··fr.t<· -
'/, / ', '1:,.._ ... \.,. \; ,~;,),,,,.,,1 t:, It -'~:i;,); .. .:\~~l.~;ci' ,.., ' '111t ~~~i/ ", 
"V:/, :~/} \,:1r r~-·~ ~,-:,-r:}\ /r \1Atr:,!<-~\~"'.:;.r~';!,:i#:⇒;~t·11 ,ri ',;y)\~\'i':, 
/~'•" ,J",~'•1 -:~~ ,;t,•~,:.,,._\~[,~,:,;. t/ '{\t'::•tt! '/\t,~j~,,,~,,.,j1'\~~I ' 

1 'r - East ,Fork ;Fire_·~ .Chief/ JjilL•;,, •,::u. _ :;; orest. 1Servl,ce.:was 
'. Driscoll will moperate a· panefof ,1~;tlie: ~d)fgenci. in. commana of 
i /agency. firefi~4ters,: involved ::in it;;ttpf:.bJiz~·;;rj.,lii:chJ;ij'r,~~d ;:about . 
)th,e f~rst :}~. hour~: of :,the: "corti.if1~!~:!Pt'.~;me:ii# ~~~;:2~i'Pn'.Ntma~ 
1 J ~ire m. a closed ses~Jon :tonI,g~.!,'~ '.}IJ9F .1f 1rt'§;~Ift t!JltS,\Je,g1onrtother 
, , r:. The .workshop ·at:the .,ca~<>n\{·eme{'.geµc-y:er.~ mNevada"and, 
.. · VaUey ;Jnn ~il~ ~~-n t<>_l~e ~ubµ<(t~A:9~!i(qr.i#.i;'~f~,;~~~~i4 J11~'.H°.~~r a . 
·.· about 9: ~5. p._i;n; after .a;2~:9~ffi';r~\mu~µal.~i9l~r~~ffi,~Ph!/ti1,i{}:, . ·· , 

.• do_sed :: ~ess10,p,·1;ac~or.~!~~.'.d~o'.if~J':1p~~~t:-a~~n~les}9B!Jh.~}~corn ·J < ;:: ·. \ •· , 
\ iDnscoll.'' '. \' ti); ,,' -~',,".'.' .: 'V:'{fx1rfFireJngluded'BLM ''Cr'ews~'-state·::•, .. •t( :.> f;::'1 
l' . The ctitiq~e·~will .-~eek·;s·~iit\'.•':nivt~ion'of,foiesiry'~riw~ from<;,,.; 
. tions .. to proplems,J~ .the )nitial;'.\Neyada •)~~a?,:;CaUfo~a, ,<\tJ .s. 
response, including •,l1ow, ,area-'· forest ~seryioeAirefighters ,.and . 
agencies can better/cQQrdi,nate i;)Q9iJ..y◊Jµ~~,i:~r~•il>~1/)1':J\;t/. I 

efforts as .emergeµcy ~rews .ar::X;/,At::•~omght'-s.:,1sess1on. /each 
rive on scene, Driscoll said. .:- , >firefighte(W,i!l .be 'giving ·a· time_ ~ 

Hesaidthefirsthourswillre-_:Ji,mjt,Jo>t ··e?. "•ri. dentifytng•t, ;: ;: 
main.closed to allow·•mofe con~:.;'t'"'""' ,,,,¥< '· '"'pl . ·.. ~oU'ci,::: 1;}11:S,i:.{ 
,-:t,:uctiveand carldid falk of;wb'M . ·. 1 {, ... · ,;~u~w~Jltif\;if•::J 

t ntwto~g .in resporidiQg i~~ltje' :,.,; ,,,, ctn~·· ... 5½)/?{ ... \f{lt~~t:;t{:if:;?:·:h1'.1,j, 
July, 29 ·fire that burned ,6,550 ;- , \' 11If .a :pe~Qp:.,presents a: pro- · 
acres fo Alpine C9µn!y::>:-;}: ·'. : ~;,;.blem; he wiJ.I l;>e,a,*edWPtes~nt 

Firefighters hope l.o come up;·(.~ solution/:,P-,:r:i~coll said;/ ... ! . 
· with a list·, of:'~recommended ,:,·;- .. "Once ,a· 'fire pverwhelms :an 
. changes that \Vilt be ~ vailable to 1.'. : lirea to wge~ ,Q_tl~er orgaJ1iza,tions 

~he public, unlilce_past.,years, ac~:;:::'i.,ardve. on, ,lbe;,sc¢ne :it':s: :riothing 
· cording to Driscoll.'•·~;•,\:,-\;: . ,;_ . :; ~ butcha9s;:'(pis'ls not necessarily 
· The intent js to find t>.~tt¢t pfo-};},for btingi~g~rcleftfthat ;ch~os 
•., tocol for all emergen,cy,crews .... :,,., but, .. 1nak1ng .,:,available ;i · more 
· ranglng -. from ·;\c:alifornia:,::r~sourcesihafare tnorerespon­
· ... Highvv?. v_ ·.J>~.trP.L. to ... lqc.~l .. ~iv~tp p~plekn thefirew~~ ln-
'voltf ''''f'ffrefigtttr·'b:,..,:'b:Ati7A'' I ·.v•,,,,,.;.' /;,;~/•, 

:: nsc 1ffi~~f·t~-i hm•~.-t",•;,t."·'-,, ._.,,,.;:;~ 
Wl*!My ~tsbrii\1Jtig1\ng isHi}th~J .. ... . .. . .. es·~·.~er,.; •· 
;get~goi~g _', proc~ss . we !_ have_ :;to: .. t ~tn Jllll~tiri\ ;e, 'f9!1QS ls'g9!rig to 
·ifon out•·sofue 'wrinkles-'"·sald ,:'' oceuf}.!fr}J. ')/;H/•(•:, ,}if;;,, ici''\'; ; ,· i; , . ·, · ........ •; ·. · ·. ,:.:> -.· -· .. '..· .:·., ... 7_·,<'}>:tt 1J ;:~.r·:.:·:t•~:•:·'"- 1

·····~,~,,\.: • 

,D:i;1scoll, who:was as~ed as chief\'" :Driscoll .said f1ref1gll,ters \\7111 
. '-of the Easf~ork Fire ,.Protection · be asked to stay for the· open ses- · 
- District to oversee the critique ... ·"sioti at 'which toe.public will 'pe 
t \ ,HThis is not a'·special meeting '·, •allowed tctask~uestions;',"· ,,:.,· 
'. just for this firet'IJiese <;ritiqu~s ,'.,;Y\ F-0r~t:$efXic,e officials·,bel~ a: 
:: _are.don.eon allfire~. This'is'riot a ·'::~ presf:cqn{ete,ic~ ;)~st_· week .. 
hiroast:or ··a'., ijlory:·session. _ It's .... responding.fo:r.esiderit1satta~ks 

J}lereiy to _s1:t>7,~~ ha9_th~e Pr~\?;on:_~heir::h,fU1dling ~tJl_le, bla:ze, 
blems,. these are the solutions.!'· ,Res1dents.,alsQ;,,wet~ imad that -

The U.S. Forest Service came.,;,, the agency·s'eriflocal volunteers 
"nder attack from Alpine Counly \ : away .ear}y ;ill. the fire. . . · :;,. 

\, sidents who say the agency1t.Il: :'roiyarre~.:r-tt!,Uonal · For~st 
~ould have don'e more in attack-> 'spokesman:Jim Nelson said the 
ing ,the· .. fire .· that destroyed · 24 ? ••.· 'agency, acted '.)ipproprialely. in 
homes,, and I 'caused ma'jor . _cth~ beginning':stages; iri~luding 
damage to six others. ' . •(•>;\r;::{i·;{ ~:·:;:~o~tl_nl,;ed to pa~e 3 

. ,.;,;-:_t~-·;.'' -'--~ <...::· .. !•?/<'.,·.· > _:~· --~-- :_,:.· .... ,·.::--· 



h Fi re : , , ®riff f"''.1'tJe~s·el'. ·: 
t6~;\;~u~ :m '••~iflJMC'J ;;{{ :if ~i!!ffJf ~Jttt;'.il\) fa•••• 
' the decision to,.send" ·away the fire beihg reported, Nelson/. , , 

,,·f;;~~v~l\~~,r~~;i~~f;n!~(f.;~1~!~'~il,:f:Z: 
.. steep slope _where ,1the .. blaze .. :,,were,.on,the.scene ... ,,,, ,., :.n•·,,tr·<:, :;:,. ':c• ._ ... 

(;., started .. ; i i -~{~( .\ .. i+<~,f ;, i:. }.:: He'/s!1idJOO ;ffrefighte~•lwereX• . >_;. 
;,·: : ·. He_·• said . unfQreseei:i'.:'.'strong ·: battlirig)he blaze by~ p:rii'.ft:')'·.: , -·. · 
Cwirids;' ·gusting·._· '.more·_' ihan 30'-:~:,: . Mean~hl,e_; ma_ny Woodfc:fr(ist , : · 
:;:- miles per bout, turned the initial t(residents_ ,~ho)ost ~ proI>etty: .in ). 
:,,effort hitcfa defensive.situation~ 1 >; the (u-e :met:Sunday_night:'._XJ:iey :,:: .• 
•. He' estimated_ theri;fite· .. would .· wiltseekaPossible confracffof:\ .. 
> liave reached 25 oo6itcres 111 four·- · · fife protection· services witli~er· 

! ; hours. Without the/agency's ef- . : California Division of. For~tcy 
"' 'fork'. > · · . . . · . i!.L'i f .... : i- ;:t accordirig fo one spokesman: :<' 



( 

f,hrym, 'Pt·· .. ·.·'• a ('..61.,\([trf n~-t,YT~/4~!-f' 'i/;JJ 

;1~o1~1~r!i_§:~'J:SJ~~;:}f / 
(lY21 It's been s~id ;t~at ifQU; never :Caij telb~hen . ; 

t::U~£fi~~~ii~;,:l;i\ 
1,.-.AlpmeV1llage resident, who ai<;Ied Jn the Arrest of ' 
tiJwo :individuals 11ccµsed 'ofl<>oting 'a

1
11:>w-ne<;l~oµt .. · 

'. cabinJn'Alpine'Villa~e;Q,ttSat~rclay;~µg'.11:Ai/,;•. 
(<), As: ()ur,workets were~ restoring teJepl)Qn~. ,er-· 
l,,vice 'to the la~t few. hoti~es :in' !\lpine,NillMe,· an· · . 
;/~l~erly ~oIDan asked orie ~f our,~~r.kwel! ;f J~er~ •·••· 
: was ·any. VJSY .. she c,ouid ,µiake .·an:·emergency . 
: • phone ca.ll. ~he haq see,n two in<µvidu~l~Jooting -
r,;,'O,J,le .. p .. f ttie.~. urn,.".··. J.~ou·t. b.,~Ill~~. ~pd .. : w. ,.a ....... nted ... · 1 t. ?·l .. a.·11 tJ). e · ... · h o~ets;,.to ,see;;Jf ~eyi~atg~yen. ,~rm~ssio~. t.o ., 

t,;"o,i: '",;; :: \A:F;~t~~~l~ . 
~!!!I!~~~I~~!'i~~:r·: .. i 
t ' <·on¢ ,of our ~u~cyisot$/lton Wfi¢its; 'bt>Oked up ',,' 
. ·:·. a Jest: set. so tti~t,'s~eJoµi~;~~~Jh~ <>Wll.~rs~ ;.r~e ·• . 

1.,,'t~~:~i~::!~~:t:!1NJ;;ri:1h~h:.J:iy~d _·.· 

l''.::~?,~ei~11t~···tli~1~1!i~fif/}il~111i~£ih.of . 
('t>ur''cabie' splicers/Ga:ry':3ordah'aM ·Paui'"Bar.:·. 
l 'rett;\vhc{'discovered som'e teleplionifcotmecting ' 
. :' equipment, damage<i' iri the fir~ 111 the 'Christian- . 
11,'$on:C~mp area·alongJ!ai:~on,~ivetJtoad?The ··. I 

·:'.equipment fe.d.telephone IiI:ies'iµto'a l>tiriled area 

;:;;ii:: 1i:1'.,1~~•:;!!!t?1:~t: \I 
:; 4lsc9~eted a 'pregnan{ \vo~~tj)v,~o·.~a,?, ,te~~d /·., . 
:'t···to' i~e,r·,·".tr,Jl·'·il,, ~r., 

1

,W'i••~. '.·.ch'~~.mh .. , ·. ~~9.;Yf' ~ur ... ;. ;'f'tr ..... ~_~.Jh,,.,e.".'l.}fe: .. '."1
1 

/,l'hey t:tm~e,~1.~t~ly <i., ~9~ed, :,:~ppile¥1P~p1ry ••·· . 
;:telep~o11¢,serrjce,to Mrtr,t.Iertf<>~l~~.~~e:good, .' 
::J~l~pho11~ilip~·;!~f~{itft~e co~nec\1,t;i:~ ,;e9u1p~~nt •·• 
. ·WitJIJtiehelp of lDS~l,labon and r:epaw,t~chmc1an 

::·~~;~~~~t~~;J,ii~/,~ii1iitl~tI-:;~;tt~~1~~: .· 
1 :.!and_ ·her'heaithycso11 >was pornJn\Jhefchai:red 
· !:wilderness.- .. ,·•i/•;'::t;:c7·\,'.r: ~-. ':, '+!'f 'i',,':,«i;:tf .,· . 
' ' i ,,\,Coqt~l, !ialut~~ a.,i!: ~t~' 'etnployi;~1~ij<(p)tfhe~ iri, 
: , to restore service m the aftermath of the·.Alpme 
; 

1/~uii!Y'..Fiie:~·~fre:pro~d't:>f.th~~?,f~f~~~t~.~­
; \ eJnphfypur h1gh~tanda~ds of serv1e;~:s:'.· ••.• t ' _ .. 
: · . : ·.c ··: : . : · · '>'.' •· : : ; ·." .JIM McFARLAND 

,. ,:: , ,. '''.'CusfometServlce:Mariager · 

· r:; ;'\ :}:,;~.:;:::1~;;ii'.i~1~~·r . · 
~--'.:lt~ :. 

~;~~~l~~~~~:1~lt~~t~: 
, :.·· t q. ~t, ~r,,.t L~ ~rrY ,: ~ ~pl eJ;!tJ~JR,~ ~H~.Q~.~J~! il~~ · .. 
u·:::~~·~·0:~!l i~t~!:~,f fif,':~~~~f ;j •·

11:l~11I1r:~;\~~tI:12j·:ef:~;.:i'l:;:, 
, :}:-.',I woUld Hketo .thank you,. yqtir administration, · 
.·. , ,and the members of your dep~rtment for the h.~lp 

,,_extended to ,my, depa.rtmenf and .the citizeris-0f ·· 
·.·. ,the ;, countyi,9£.' A}piµe·,. during. our, ,A,~or~ ,:.,fire 

:.~'.t\disast~r~+:;{\/ \f\g~.; (: ;,) .:' /:f ·.\-, '.~· · ~_.:~Jf.)t~~:.t:ft.~t;} :·1{):1 }\'.if?~}.\ .. \··~:~ 
'i••. \'Douglas County,C!a.n certairily;l!~ p~~ud lQ.have. 
. such dedicated :people withi~ Jlleir')·S:nks\Y ou;} 

. ,; ,your :9ffiC!~f~,~-.~n~ :(~~~}l\any};S~~r£~}Ing,{t~~f\le {I 
?:i .• •v?l9Il~eer~ {i~°:n~9f too,,;your$.~lt~0~l ;~it'}~~!Y~ft~~;; 
,•· highest tr.ad1tion·of, law enfotcem~nt. '/":t1~1,1~,'"<>i:;:. 
· I ;commend ;you\and yo11r\staff<Jor•3:~;ac-C' 
•. :.complishment that .resulted 1n the pr~~ryatiop. . 
: of the lives ~nd h6mes of manf ofour .citizen~,:! .· 
•- • would appreciate:it .if you would .:thank.:those in-
, ~olved on ~Y;b~half,:,,, ·.· ,',j:f\,.'' 1 

'.(:;; \<,!/ ' - . 

\. •)/)i:'?\. '\'ic:, •>':. _ir, · ;J\:t.;:,:1LA~RY·K~Hl . 
. · r. ,., /::. • , · .Alpine County Shen ff-Coroner 

· ·.' · .. , ... · Markle· evllle (,·,,.·,:.-. ' 

-•· ~XtLL ... ~~~·::;..';?;.J_~y·~-.~'--. Aug. 
7 
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The snows tarry long into summer 
on the peaks ;(bow'Bull Run Lake, 
high in the Carson-Iceberg \\'ildcr­

ness. The granite boulders arc smooth 
/ :md warm in the sun. and leopard lilies 

Dd in the glades. From here it's a 3.5-
·-mile walk to Debussy's Sonata for Flute, 

Violin and Harp. 
The highway that climbs from the 

Sierra foothills over the Ebbetts Pass 
has much to offer the seeker of good 
things: bucolic towns like your child~ 
hood memories, the biggest trees on 
earth. swimming holes along a clear 
green ri\'<:f. countless places to pitch a 

28 July/August 1987 

tent or park an RY, a dazzling high coun­
try of granite, lakes and pines, and a fine 
summer kstiYal of classical music. 

Th<: Ebb<:rts Pass road, also known 
as State Route 4, runs almost eighty 
miks from Angels Camp in the Mother 
Lodc country to thc junction with State 
Route 89 on the eastern slope of the 
Sicrra. Along the way arc cnough at -
tractions to fill an idyllic wcd-.:-Iong va­
cation: Angels Camp and Murphys. 
where the -19ers scratched and howled: 
Calaveras Big Trees Stale Park. with its· 
cathedral gro\'cs of giall! sequoias: 
campsites in the for<:sts and along lak<: 

By Lynn Ferrin 

!\ \{ \:::· c Le l )C, --.)\_) I l/ (fucr ,\C/;{7 
shores and river banks; Bear Valley. with 
its famous music kstival; hundreds of 
miles of backcountry hiking trails. 

South of the Ebbetts Pass highway is 
the magnificent new Carson-Iceberg 
Wilderness, which includes 79,000 acres 
on the west slope of the Sicrra and 
81,000 acres of rugged country on the 
cast front of the range. 

East of th<: pass, trout streams rush 
through prccipiwus canyons haunted 
hy the ghosts of I 9th century silver' 
mincrs. 

llcrc's a a nice way to begin your 
cxplorations of Ebbetts Pass country: 

Artwork by Gage Taylor · 



Sta11is/aus Ril'<.'r at Big Ji-<.'<.'S 

drive to Murphys, 2,000 feet up in the 
shady woods. It was founded in I 848 
by John and Daniel Murphy, who 
amassed a fortune in gold by using local 
Miwoks to work their claim. They 
opened a trading post here, and Mur­
phys became a prosperous gold boom­
town which shipped more than SI 5 
million in gold and was home to some 
5,000 souls ( considerably more than 
today). 

Amble down the main street, poking 
into century-old stone buildings with 
rusty iron doors. Lallygag on a bench. 
Poke around the Old Timers Museum 
( open in summer 11 to 4, Thursdays 
through Sundays). Slip into the Pepper­
mint Stick; your teeth will cringe as you 
order up a butterfat and sugar fix: say 
mint ice cream melting under slurpy 

-hot fudge topped with a glacier of 
·hipped cream and a red-dye cherry. 
Now work that off ,vith a long walk 

through the back streets of town. Dab­
ble your toes in cold Murphys Creek in 
the pretty town park. A mewing kitten 
may follow you for a few blocks. A horse 
comes to the fence to beg for a handful 

of grass. Babies coo from front-yard yard 
playpens. All this may be mundane st_uff 
for country folks, but sweet indeed to 
frazzled escapees from the cit1: There's 
a touching plaque in front of one house: 
"Albert A. Michelson, 1852-1931, lived 
here during childhood. He was the first 
American scientist to win the Nobel 
Prize. Physics, 1907." Michelson mea­
sured velocity of light, ether drift, stellar 
diameters. Imagine all that germinating 
in the mind of a small boy, in the middle 
of the 19th century, in Ii'! ol' Murphys. 

If you get restless, there are a few 
attractions outside town: the Stevenot 
Winery and three limestone caves: 
Moani~g Cavern, Mercer Caverns and 
California Caverns. 

fur overnighters, Murphys offers two 
historic hostelries. The venerable Mur­
phys Hotel, which dates from 1855, has 
some rustic rooms in the original build­
ing and a modern motel annex-and a 
busy restaurant and bar. You'll be in 
impressive company-guests who once 
registered here include Mark Twain, 
Ulysses S. Grant, John Jacob Astor and 
Horatio Alger. (Why Murphys? People 
came from the world around to marvel 
at the Big Trees, and this was a good 
place to stop for the night.) 

Down the street is a friendly bed and 
breakfa'it inn, Dunbar House, in an 1880 
Italianate Victorian. After dinner, its am­
ple white porch is nice for listening to 
the crickets and the gurgling creek and 
staring out into the very dark night. 

\X'hen you can wrench yourself away 
from all this small town Americana, head 
for the high country. The first major 
distraction up State Route 4 is a road­
stand called the Red Apple, which dis­
penses fresh cider, apple popsicles and 
spiced apple donuts. ( Last summer it 
had two signs posted side by side: "Yes! 
We are open!" and "Sorry! We are 
closed!") 

Another kw miles up State Route 4 
is a must-stop: th<: l l.S. Forest Service 
visitor center in I lathawav Pines. Inside 
you can pick up all kinds· of pap<:rs and 
brochures to help you enjoy the high 
country of the Calaveras Ranger Dis­
trict-this part of the Stanislaus Na­
tional forest along the Ebbetts Pass road. 
Best investment is SI for the map Sh111-

is!aus Natio11a! 1-rwest. A new map of 
the Carson-Iceberg \\'ilderness should 
be published later this summer. Also on 
sale here ar<: topo maps, fidd guides 
and oth<:r publications to help you en­
joy this area. And it's the place to get a 
wilderness permit if you plan to do any 
backpacking. 

The giant sequoias on parade at Ca­
laveras Big Trees State Park were prob­
ably the first ones seen by early settlers. 
The word spread to an incredulous 
world, and during the 1850s travelers 
streamed here from everywhere to see 
for themselves. Entrepreneurs stripped 
the bark off one of the trees and reas­
sembled it in exhibition halls in New 
York and London. On the remains, Big 
Stump, they built a dance pavilion which 
later became a church and a newspaper 
office. (The felled trunk became, it is 
said, a saloon and bowling alley.) 

They gave the most impressive trees 
some dumb names, like Damon and Py­
thias, Siamese Twins, Belle of the Lawn, 
and The Three Graces. ( They even 
named them after real people. There 
are perfectly nice sequoia trees called 
Alexander von Humboldt, AvoniaJones, 
and Commander Elmer Reynolds.) An 
easy one-mile trail wanders through the 
North Grove where these luminaries 
stand; it can be done in a wheelchair 
( available at the Visitor Center) and there 
is a guide in Braille. 

The park also has several miles_ of 
- hiking trails, a couple of large camp­
grounds popular with families in 
summer, a few secluded walk-in 
"environmental <."ampsites," picnic areas, 
divine -swimming in the Stanislaus River, 
and a busy summer schedule of camp­
fire programs and ranger-guided walks. 
Some dedicated volunteers run the small 
visitor center, which has a slide show 
and exhibits on the park's natural his­
tory: pressed wildflowers, birds and 
mammals. Several good natural history 
books and park trail guides are for sale 
here, too. 

However, the best thing in the park 
is the South Grove, where you can ex­
perience the Sequoiadendron gigan­
tewn much as the "discoverers" did, or 
even the Indians who had always known 
and revered these majestic trees. It also 
will give you a sense of those prehis­
toric forests of sequoias and other red­
woods which dominated the entire 
northern hemisphere millions of years 
ago. 

The South Grove spreads along the 
valley of Big Trees Creek for about three 
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plating dragonflies and fingerling trout, 
then scramble on up to Rock L:.tke. Lat<:r, 
come down to an early supper, and thrill 

- 'J a full-dress performance of Rigo­
_.etto. (If you can't get tickets you might 

be able to catch a rehearsal. ) 
The country east of Bear Valley is a 

classic alpine landscape of bright creeks 
flowing through wildflower meadows 
beneath granite towers and lingering 
snowfields. To the north of the highway 
is the Mokelumnc: Wildc:rnc:ss; you can 
get a good view of its dc:c:p. forbidding 
canyons hy driving up lo the Mt. Reha 
Ski Area. where: there is an overlook. 
( For hikers, access to the Mokelumne 
is easier from the: Carson Pass road far­
ther north.) 

The best hiking for casual visitors, 
whether they're out for a day or a week, 
is south of the highway, in the new Car­
son-Iceberg Wilderness. It was estab­
lished by the Wilderness Act of 1984, 
which also expanded the Mokelumne 
Wilderness. Says Jeffrey Schaffer, author 
of a definitive new guide to the wilder­
ness: "Most of the Carson-Iceberg Wil­
derness is very lightly used. If you avoid 
the lakes which are within easy hiking 
distance of the big campgrounds, you'll 
see few if any people even over a week­
end. Mostly, ·-i:his is a great wilderness 
area if you like canyons, rivers and peaks, 

.-'lnd it has some excellent fishing 
treams." 

Major trailheads along State Route 4 

are at Lake Alpine, Silver Valley, Stanis­
laus Meadow and the Mosquito Lakes. 
Others are at the Highland Lakes, a 
beautiful 5-mile drive from the high­
way, and from Ebbetts Pass and Wolf 
Creek in the Toiyabe National Forest on 
the GL<;t side. 

Beyond the Mosquito Lakc:s, the road 
climbs to 80"i0 ti:et at Pacific (;rade 
Summit, thc:n drops into Hermit Valley, 
where: you can see remnants of the wa­
gon road from ,vlurphys which ran 
through here in the I 8"i0s before head­
ing north toward the Carson Pass. That 
route i:-- probably the same one used 
today by the -tWD road running to the 
Blue Lakes. 

When you reach Ebbetts Pass, at 8,730 
feet, it's nice to get out and stretch your 

. legs, read the historical marker, walk a 
· ways along the Pacific Crest Trail which 

crosses the highway nearby. 
East of the pass, the highway skirts 

the Kinney Reservoir and drops through 
an up-and-down country of shimmer­
ing aspen trees, lodgepole pine and fust­
flowing creeks. To sample the back­
country here, a splendid walk is up 
Nobel Creek through a very dramatic 
canyon, past beaver ponds and along­
side the swift, shallow waters. Hum­
mingbirds are often at work among the 
wildflowers, and high above are snow­
fields and old lava flows. (You'll find the 
trailhead at the sharpest switchback.) 
After a couple of miles, the trail climbs 

steeply up to me<:t the Pacific Crest 
Trail; it eventually connects with routes-­
to the: Highland Lakes and down th<: 
Wolf Creek drainage. 

Furthc:r down Stat<: Route 4, you'll 
pass the site: of Silver Mountain City, 
founded by Scandinavian min<..Ts in the 
! 8()0s. According to the marker. :\,000 
peopll" livnl here when the place 
hoomnl: nrn.,· you can look through the 
chain-link knee at the melting walls of 
the: old city jail. 

The Ehbc:tts Pass highway deadends 
at Stat<: Rout<: 89, which climbs east 
over Monitor Pa-;:;. Turn left instead, and 
in a few iniles you 'II reach wonderful 
little Markleeville, seat of Alpine County. 
There's an excellent historical museum 
here, where you can spend a pleasant 
hour or so learning about the silver 
mining and pioneer days. And for a grand 
finale to your Ebbetts Pass explorations, 
drive the fou·r miles up to Grover Hot 
Springs State Park and soak for a while 
in the big meadow pool. <e> 

It vou·re going ... 
Best CSAA map to use is Lake Tahoe Re­

gion. Campgrounds are listed in the AAA 
California-Nevada Campground Directory 
under Arnold and Bear Valley. 

For information on attractions of Alpine 
County, contact Chamber of Commerce, P.O. 
Box 265, Markleeville, CA 96120; phone (916) 
694-2475. 

Continued on page 62 

''--c For information contact: Carson City Tourism Authority 
l-800-634-8700 Nationwide • 883-7442 in Nevada • P.O. Box 1416 • Carson City, NV 89702-1416 

or Carson City Chamber of Commerce: (702) 882-1565 
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By Marge Knorr 

mong Nevada's many visitors are 
some who fly here but never see the 
inside of a casino or stand in a buffet 

line. Birds find the open ponds, desert 
shrublands or mountain forests reason 
enough to visit. 

West centr.il Nevada has some of the best 
bird watching anywhere, according to 
Fred Ryser, ornithologist at the University 
of Ne,·ada, Reno, who recently published 
Birds of the Great Basin. This is the most 
comprehensive work ever written about 
the bird life of this region. 

Ryser, a silver-haired man with the pierc­
ing eyes of a naturalist has studied the birds 
of the Great Basin for more than three de­
cades. He says more than 350 species occur 
in the Reno-Tahoe area, and many can be 
seen .from a car. 

In the area where the Great Basin meets 
the Sierra Nevada, the overlapping of vege­
tation types provides a wide variety of 
birds. For example, it is possible to see an 
American white pelican in a marsh in east 
Reno and, a short time later, see a water 
pipit in the alpine tundra just west of town. 

For good birding in the Reno-Tahoe area, 
Ryser recommends visiting different hab­
itats at different times of the year. There is 
excellent birding right in Reno. Almost any 
day of the year you can see golden eagles, 
hawks or owls. 

At Virginia Lake, a few blocks south. of 
the casino area, one can usually see mer­
gansers, several species of grebes, cormo­
rants, coots and sometimes rare ducks, 
such as the Barrow's goldeneye. Overfed 
Canada geese are everywhere. They would 
like to take over Virginia Lake for their 
own sanctuarv and are often a nuisance to 
motorists, pil~ts and golfers. A glance up in 
the trees around the lake is likely to pro­
duce some roosting black-crowned night 
herons. 

Idlewild Park, on the Truckee River just a 
few blocks west of do,vntown, is a good 
pl:tce for water birds in the winter, and 
while there visitors should look for mer­
gansers and water ouzels in the river. 

Honev Lake, about an hour's drive north 
of Reno: is another good area for wintering 
waterfowl. You might see whistling swans, 
snow geese and wintering hawks, espe­
cially the ferruginous hawk. 

In the valleys, look for birds of prey, 
such as Coopers, sharp-shinned, rough­
legged and redtailed hawks. Prairie falcons 

usually are numerous in the Carson and 
Washoe valleys, south of Reno. Goshawks 
and ferruginous hawks are less common, 
and if you're lucky, you might see a merlin 
(pigeon hawk). 

Spring birding in the Great Basin is es­
pecially rewarding, as there are many mi­
grants during these months. Virginia Lake 
occasionally has some diving ducks, such 
as ring-necked, canvasback and scaups. 
Loons are sometimes seen here, too. The 
wood duck (a dull name for a fancy bird) 
has been seen in small numbers around Vir­
ginia Lake at all times of the year. 

One of the most spectacular sights 
around Reno is the American white pelican 
at Pyramid Lake. The largest nesting col­
ony in North America is on Anaho Island, 
now a national wildlife refuge. These mag­
nificent birds arrive about mid-March and 
remain until the end of August. It is cer­
tainly worth the short drive northeast of 
Reno to see them in action. 

Ospreys, also known as fish hawks, pass 
through here in the spring and are occa­
sionally seen fishing in the lakes and ponds. 
They may be nesting around Lake Tahoe or 
Marlette Lake. 

For sheer drama, there is nothing quite 
like the strutting sage grouse. Some ances­
tral strutting grounds are located in Honey 
Lake Valley, a short distance from Highway 
395, north of Reno. Ryser's description of 
the courtship pageant, which occurs in 
March and early April, is fascinating. 

In the spring, some time should be spent 
around mud flats to see migrating shore 
birds. Stillwater Wildlife Management 
Area, about 35 miles east of Reno, is well­
known for wading birds such as ibis. The 
Fernley Wildlife management Area also of­
fers mud flats and marshes. Washoe Lake is 
a little closer to the city and a good place to 
see phalaropes, little shorebirds that swim 
rather than wade. 

There is a marsh in east Reno along 
Steamboat Creek that is excellent for water 
birds in the spring. Shorebirds such as the 
black necked stilt and willet can often be 
seen there. 

Verdi, a small town just west of Reno, is a 
In the valleys, look for birds of prey, 

such as Coopers, sharp-shinned, rough­
legged and redtailed hawks. Prairie falcons 
usually are numerous in the Carson and 
Washoe valleys, south of Reno. Goshawks 
and ferruginous hawks are less common, 



Clockwise from top: White pelicans at Pyramid Lake, Yellowbeaded 
blackbird, an American avocet at Carson Lake. Below: Red-tailed hawk. 

good place for birding in the spring. A 
drive down the old road past the firehouse 
and over the old bridge is likely to produce 
kingfishers and water ouzels along the 
Truckee River. The hooded merganser has 
been known to nest there. 

Summer days in the Great Basin are often 
very warm, so bird trips during the sum­
mer should be carefully planned to avoid 
the mid-day heat. Visit the shrublands at 
lower elevations early in the day or later 
in the afternoon when it's cooler and the 
birds are more active. It's possible to see 
towhees, sage thrashers and burrowing 
owls in the lower shrublands. 

There are some fascinating sparrows to 
see in the lower elevations. Fox sparrows 
are everywhere in Nevada, but one may 
also see lark sparrows, sage sparrows and 
the handsome black throated sparrows. 

A good summer itinerary is to do the 
:;wer shrublands first, then moi;e to the 

pinyon-juniper woodlands in the Virginia 
foothills where pinyon jays flock to harvest 
pine nuts. Finally, proceed up State Route 
431 (Mount Rose Highway) to Lake Tahoe, 
stopping along the way to look for wood­
peckers. The white-headed woodpecker 

is seen occasionally near Galena Creek. 
Williamson's sapsucker is an uncommon 
bird you might be lucky enough to see. An­
other one tci look for is the red breasted 
sapsucker. In the lower elevations you 
are more likely to see yellow bellied 
sapsuckers. 

Hermit thrushes are usually singing in 
the forest a short distance off the highway. 
Their haunting, flute-like songs are among 
the most memorable in the bird kingdom. 

In the open areas, there are dark-eyed 
ju_ncos and .white crowned sparrows nest­
ing. By mid-July, when the wildflowers are 
blooming profusely, this is tremendous 
hummingbird country. One is likely to see 
such hummingbirds as the black-chinned, 
rufous and calliope, North America·s small­
est bird. 

Around Lake Tahoe, the most unusual 
bird to look for is probably the pileated 
woodpecker, almost the size of a crmv. 
There are still some around-they've been 
seen at Bliss State Park on the lake. Other 
birds to see there are Clark's nutcrackers, 
soli~aires, mountain and western bluebirds. 
Steller's jays, juncos, several species of 
swallows and chipping sparrows . . .:;.,.,. 
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By Steven A. Capps 
EXAMINER SACRAMENTO BUREAU 

WOODFORDS, A.lpine County­
Some residents of this tiny. Sierra 
community say the federal govern­
ment so badly botched the job of 

· fighting a big forest fire here two 
weeks ago that they no longer trust 
them wijl1 their lives or property. 

Jn town meetings and at local 

~·,. 

up with Forest ervice 
gathering spots, the-talk up here on 
the eastern slope of C.Jifornia's 
least-pop;ulated county is .Jf throw­
ing the U.S. Forest ServiC(! firefigh­
ters out and inviting statE firefigh­
ters in. 

The controversy stem, from a 
forest fire two weeks ago, the 
fourth major blaze in this .uea near 
the Nevada-California state line in 
as many years. More thari two doz-

en mountain homes were destroyed tect much of the area because its 
in the most recent blaze, and 6,500 fire stations are closer than Calif or• 
acres of land were charred. nia's. 

· Eastern AlJ?ine County is one of 
only two areas· in the state where 
private forested lands are not pro­
tected by the California Depart~ 
ment of Forestry. and Fire Protec­
tion. Instead, the CDF contracts 
with the U.S. Forest Serviceto pro-

The system is used in one other 
remote area near Reno. In turn,the 
CDF protects some federal lands 
within California because its 
stations are closer. 

But in Alpine County, many peo 

- See FIRE, 8-8 · 



pie have found the system confus­
ing and frustrating, and the frustra­
tion of local residents grew consid­
erably during the latest fire. 

As the blaze grew, one member 
of the Alpine County Board of Su­
pervisors took a For~st Service fire 
truck that was sitting idle in a local 
service station and used it to fight 
the fire himself. 

· There were angry stories of 
long-time ranchers who. were pre­
vented from taking their own bull­
dozers into the area to protect their 
own property, which later burned. 

''There's two kinds of Forest Ser~ 
vice people,'' said the chief of the 
Wood.fords volunteer fire depart­
ment, summing up the more rabid 
local sentiment. "The ones that 
screw up and the ones that cover 
their asses." 

The fire started in a rugged c.'1n-• 
yon just west of here July 29. The 
blaze was relatively small at first, 
but gustfng afternoon winds swept 
it out of the brushy ravine and onto 
several forested ridges in the after­
noon. 

Some people, particularly Wood­
fords Fire Chief Dave Zellmer, be­
lieve the fire could have been put 
out before it spread, and that not . 
enough was· done to protect homes 
once it did get out of control. 

Woodfords volunteers were the 
first to arrive at the fire when it 
broke out about 11:30 a.m. on a 
steep mountainside in a rocky can­
yon near the Crystal Springs camp• 
ground. No one yet knows how the 
fire started but investigators be­
lieve it was caused by people. 

Zellmer said his volunteers re­
ported the fire was "about the size 
of a pickup hood" when they got 
there. The first Forest Service fire­
fighters arrived a few minutes later 
and told the volunteers to leave, 
that they were not needed.· 

Zellmer said it was a long· time 
before the Forest Service even be­
gan fighting. the fire. "My people 
were concerned because the fire 
was still burning and they (Forest 
Service · firefighters) were still. put­
ting on their clothes. All this time 
they were telling them, 'Nq pi'ob-
lem,' " Zellmer said. · \ 

"So my guys get even more c'on-

cerned and the Forest Se1 ·vice tells 
them, 'We don't want you up 
around the fire because if it's man­
cai:xsed, you might des·;roy evi-
dence.' · 

''They kept telling us it \Vas their 
fire, they would take care of it," he 
said. 

Three hours after the :!ire start­
ed, it was out of control and Zellmer 
called for mutual aid from all near­
by departments in Califcmia and 
Nevada. Eventually, 1,500 firefigh­
ters were called in from four states. 

Zellmer laid some of t Ile blame 
for initial delays on bureaucratic 
wrangling between the F,)rest Ser­
vice and the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management, which also has fire-

. _JightiI1g_xesponsibility in the re-
gion. --

"Here you've got two big bureau­
cracies at loggerheads," Zellmer 
said. "I've seen them at a lightning 
strike arguing about whc, has juris­
diction. It becomes a game with 
these people. and the losE1rs are the. 
people of Alpine County. . \ 

"We want the Forest Service oud 
of here," he said. · ; 

California forestry officials have! 
not shown a great deal of interest im 
taking over the area. "CDF has fod 
years contracted with 1 he USFS,f 
and this incident does not changel: 
our position," said Deputy Chief~ 

,_ Dick Ernest. "We want it to remain! 
this way." _ · I 

The -Forest :,ervice has main-1 
tained that it fo uahtthe fire prop­

erly, especially given the extreme· 
conditions that developed after it 
started. Afternocin- winds forecast 
at 15 mph developed to twice.that. 

''I won't apologize for our fire­
fighters,'' Jim Nelson, Toiyabe Na­
tional Forest supervisor, said at a 
tense news .confetence in Reno af­
ter the fire. "We saved 100 homes 
without any injuries." 

He said. Woodfords volunteers 
were sent away from. the blaze 'be­
cause their fire 1 ruck and . equip- -
.ment was desigmd to fight struc­
ture. fires, not . wil dland conflagra-
tions. · 

1 
.• 

Under thefire 1,rotection systeµi 
. in Pllstern Alpine County, Zellmer's 

VP I Mteers are su1 >posed to be re­
~P~~.:;ible for struc tur~_fires, ·while·~ 

&,u:tM ,111.e,<" ~ -Lfo -g 7 

the federal gover:nm~nt . handles 
· wildland blazes. 

Another problem facing federal 
firefighters is the changing nature 

· of the ,area, Nelson argued. More 
and more homes are being built in . 
remote areas, he said, and residents 
need to do more to protect their 
own property: 

1 
Still, some residents think· the 

immediate answer to their con­
cerns is to shift wildland fire pro-

, tection to the state, whose firefigh­
ters presumably would live in the 
area they would be assigned to pro­
tect. 
.. "I'm not saying that . if we get 
those red (CDF) trucks in here, 
there anm't going to be any more 
fires,'' said Zellmer; "But the Forest 

----- --.. 

··service fights fires here for a living. 
We put out.fires for survival!' 

. It would probably take years for 
the CDF to move in. The local Board 
of Supervisors would have to peti­
tion the CDF to drop its contract 
with the Forest Service, which ex~ 
pires next summer, and build a new 
facility here. 

· Eric Jung, a supervisor from 
Bear Valley, said the board is eeh­
sidering the idea. "There's a lofbf 
anger right now and not a lot of 
in!ormation at this point,'' he spjd 
said. , .. ,1 

:,"i 
Assemblyman Norm Waters,/p-

Plymouth, has promi&ed to help the 
local board if it decides to 10etition 
for state fire protecti011. • I 



( Alpi;ne wants ~fedsl 
to :pf~9.pe fire· effort. 

To.hoe. Da.tf,;, 'TnhU,he;. 
By JIM DIPES<r S/ (a { 
Tribune Staff Writer ' 'b 7 

into having the California De­
partment of Forestry handle fi. 
re protection of private lands in 
the county, instead of the U ,S. 
Forest Service, target of heavy 
local criticism over handling of 

The Alpine County Board of 
Supervisors Tuesday formally 
called for a federal investiga­
tion of the Woodfords fire, after 
the chairman said organization 
of firefighting efforts "flat out 
didn't work " 

The board also decided to look 

the fire. · 
The supervisors acted follow• 

ing. an Aug. 13 workshop firefi• 

Alpine 
(Continued from Page 1) 
ghting agencies held in Minden 

. to explore problems that came 
up during the fire, which broke 
out July 29 and destroyed more 
than two dozen homes ·and 
charred 6,550 acres. Super• 
visors Eric Jung and Chris 
Gansberg Jr. attended that 
meeting. 

Problems raised at the 
meeting were numerous. They 
included poor communications 
and coordination, inability to 
find . the keys to open up fire 
hydrants, spotty information on 
where water could ·be tapped, 
inadequate water tender ser• 
vice, slow air support, insuffi­
cient clearance of dry vegeta­
tion on private property, inade­
quate sightseer control, ineffi• 
cient use. of personnel and 
equipment, and downed power 
lines blocking fire engines. 

Alpine County District At­
torney Hank Murdock said 
lawsuits against the Forest Ser• · 
vice are on the way. "It's no 
longe't1'a1 v~gue maybe, it's posi­
tive fact," Murdock said. 

Jung, chairman of the Alpfne 
board, said he hopes an in­
vestigation will point out solu• · 
tions to "shape up the whole fi. 
refighting process." 

."The overall organization 
was terrible," Jung said. Indi­
vidual firefighters "didn't know 
who was in charge, who to talk 
to in the field," he complained. 

Jung said he wants Rep. 
Norm Shumway, who will hold 
a 7 p.m. town meeting at Turtle 
Rock Park tonight, to lead the 
investigation. The Forest Ser­
vice should not lead the probe, 
Jung said. 

The Forest Service presently 
provides fire protection to Al· 
pine County's private I.ands un­
der contract to CDF. The 
supervisors will -look into hav• 
ing CDF handle fire protection 
directly, although Jung said he 
wanted to move with caution 
"so we know what we may be 
getting ourselves into." 

Alpine resident Len Doyal 
urged the board to strongly con­
sider CDF protection. He pro­
vided a letter from a Tuolumne · 

· County resident which said CDF 
has an "aggressive" fire pre• 
ven_tion and attack program, 
while the Forest Service 
"seems bent on ignoring" fire 
protection needs. 

(See ALPINE, Paga 14) 

But the Forest Service~ ~nd a know where to go, where the 
CDF representative said priorities are," he said. 
organization of the fire battle · ' He said the Forest Service is 
waseffective. . .,"making progress" on improv• 

"The organization was superb ing its communications . 
given the conditions," said John The communications problem 
Swanson, Carson district ranger involved more than radios, said 
for the Toiyabe National Forest. · Bill Driscoll, chief of the East 
"I've never seen any better and Fork Fire Protection District in 
I've been involved in a lot of · Douglas County, who organized 
largefires." · themellting. . 

He said it is easy for laymen "It was communication in ev-
to believe that the "organized· .ery form. It was the local peo­
chaos" of a fire ·battle is not be- pie not knowing the Forest Ser• 
inghandledwell. vice's·protocol and procedures. 

Dave Ortegel of the CDF's It was the Forest Service not 
Tuolumne-Calaveras ranger knowing the local people's ca· 
district said,"There are always pabilities," Driscoll said. 
some problems in the initial at• Another set of problems in• 
tack of a major incident. It is volved "inefficient use of Ioc:tl 
perceived by the outsider as not resources." 
being terribly organized." "What I hoped to accomplish 

Swanson said the Forest Ser• was to dewl<;,p a list of dif• 
vice will be "happy to cooperate · ficulties; everybody take them 
with an investigation." · home and see if it will help 

In addition, he said· the them,''.Driscollsaid. 
"Forest Service in no ··'way op• But .he warned that fire 
poses the proposal made by the disasters are in_evitable in ar~as 
board.' We'll do what we're·· where people hve ~Jose to fire­
asked to do. If the board wants pr~ne forests a!Jd w1ld~ands. 
to go with CDF that's fine with·, ..... '!'o. say this ':'on t happ_en 
us." ' : ' ' ' . agam IS really naive," he said. 

"You assume a certain amount 
of risk when you move to the 
Jake up there or the Carson 
Valley down here. You can't 
expect firefighters to prevent 
that completely,'_' he said. · 

Swanson said the major pro• 
blem that came out of the 
Minden meeting was· .. com,· 
munications. "We've gofto be 
able to talk to each other, to 
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Fire victims attack 
· Forest Service 
By John Cox 
Bee St.iff Writer 

WOODFORDS - The fire was 
:moving with the sound of a thousand 
~~<>\;ht tr<>im, wl.1Pn _it hit J~r.k Doy­
al's house, and he knew there was no 
saving it. 

Doyal ran down and threw himself 
into an irrigation canal to withstand 
the heat and ran back to his son's 
house just across the road. · 

Its yellow paint was liquid to his 
touch. Thermal-pane windows were 
cracking. Flames were. licking up 
the sides of a woodpile of rich pine 
20 feet away. Lynn Doyal's house 
wasabout to.go. 

Right there in the dirt road in the 
middle of this hell were three U.S. 
Bureau of Land· Management water­
pump trucks paid for by Jack Doy­
al's taxes, and crews of several 
young men - doing nothing. 

He screamed at them, "This house 
in going to burn if we can't get water 
on it!" 

"I'm sorry, sir," he recalls the 
young government man saying, "but 
I cannot fight structure fires." 

Doyal replied that a burning 
·woodpile was not a structure fire, 
but his rage was too much to contain. 

According to Doyal, the 66-year­
old welterweight let go with a right­
hand punch that caught the young 
man squarely on the ieft jaw and 
knocked him flat. 

Then Doyal yanked the hose from 
a reel' on the truck,' sprav:ed the 
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woodpile, and Lynn Doyal's house was 
saved from the fire of Acorn Canyon. 

Around the canyon on another front of 
the fire, where the pine forest gives way 
to chaparral above Carson Valley, Ellen 
Guyette ran down to where a U.S. For.est 
Service truck was parked with the young 
crew inside, doing nothing. 

She pleaded with them to drive up and 
help save her house. They rolled up the 
windows of the truck and drove up the 
roacl, leaving her there, hysterical, on her 
lmees in the dirt. 

H.er house, heavily damaged but saved 
by volunteers, still stands in the charred 
land. 

In Reho, Forest Service information of­
ficer Jerry Snow noted that Forest Ser­
vice crews are not trained for structure 
fire~:, but "when there's homes threat­
ened, we do everything we can to help 
protect those homes." He said the agency 
knew of no instance when help was de­
nied. 

But Alpine County, a mouse of a Cali­
fornia county with 1,200 people and less 
than 700 registered voters, is roaring 
mad. 

About a third of what was once a beau­
tiful mountain settlement is gone - 24 
houses burned to the ground in the first 
nine hours of the fire July 29. 

Now there is this enormous scar -:-- . 
. 6,600 acres that look like the landscape of 
some blacl, planet. A thundershower last 
weelc raised 'the stench of wet ashes. 

Local officials and townsfolk are de­
manding an investigation of the way fed­
eral agencies fought the fire - or didn't 
fight it. But the political clout of this little 
area on the eastern slope of the Sierra Ne­
vada south of Lake Tahoe is•so slight that 

residents fear their voices won't be 
heard. 

"We might not be valued so much in 
other people's eyes, ~ut it's everything we 
have," said county Fire Chief. David Zelle 
mer, a volunteer. ".It's valued as much as 
the governor's mansion -sitting in Sacra­
mento, when you come rightdown to it." 

Acorn was the third disastrous Alpine 
County wildfire in four years, and people 
are frightened by what they see as a pat­
tern of federal agency arrogance and in­
eptitude. 

The first call came at 11 :32 a.m. that 
Wednesday. Hardly more than a single 
tree was burning several yards up the 
steep, rocky south side of the canyon 
above the west fork of the Carson River 
three miles west of town. 

A Forest Service crew was first on the 
scene. Zellmer says the Woodfords Volun° 
teer Fire Department was told almost im­
mediately on its arrival that it .was not 
needed and not welcome, that this was a 
Forest Service job. 

The Forest Service report called the 
decision to release the volunteers "a 
sound one and in retrospect (it) turned 
out to be extremely wise in that the truck 
was available for structure protection, 
rather than tied up with the initial at­
tack." 

Indeed, according to Zellmer, it was de­
scribed by one Forest Service official as a 
"t.extbook situation'~that provided an ide­
al "training session" for the crew. And if it 
were a man-caused fire, they didn't want 
volunteers stomping around up there de­
stroying evidence. 

It so happened that among many who. 
stopped there about then was Lyle Smith, 
who retired after 35 years with the Forest 
Service, including nine years as ranger of 
this Toiyabe National Forest district. 

"They didn't seem to be in any hurry to 
get a line around that fire," Smith recal-

led last week. Winds were calm, and less 
th~ nan acre was burning even an hour af­
ter the first call, but nobody was sent up 
thi:re to do the shovel and water-pack 
"grunt work" o{ putting it out. 

J nstead, an air drop was ordered. It 
toolc 45 minutes for the small tanker to 
clear the mountaintops from Sonora, and 
the borate it dropped didn't put out the 
fin!. Still, at 1:10 p.m., Toiyabe headquar­
ter; at Washoe Lake, Nev., radioed the 
Forest Service commander to order "all 
volLmteers away.from the fire." 

hbout 2 p.m., afternoon winds, which 
are common to the area, came down the 
car,yon and the fire tool, off to the east. 

/,bout 3 p.m., volunteer Chief Zellmer 
issued an emergency mutual-aid appeal 
to ,,11 surrounding communities. 

Shortly thereafter, he watched in hor­
ror as a Forest Service pickup truck 
stopped along Highway 88 maybe a quar­
ter- mile ahead of the flames. Two men ig­
nit(!d thicl, manzanita underbrush, telling 
Zellmer they were creating a backfire 
finbreak, and then sped away. 

"fhen we had two major fires," he said. 
It was this second fire that ignited Jack 
Do11al's and nine other houses in the little 
Alpine Valley subdivision, Zellmer main­
tains. 

"('m not saying this fire might not have 
dor e the same thing," he said of the ap­
proaching firestorm, but tile uncontrolled 
backfire "tool, precious time away from 
us.' 

The Forest Service review called the 
backfire "prudent and in line with normal 
procedure." 

Ir. took several days to douse the flames 
completely, but all the damage was done 
between early afternoon and nightfall 
tha: first day. 

1 ouring the devastation last wee!,; Zell­
mei· pointed out numerous places where 
volunteers from throughout the_ region 

pitched in -- and where federal firefight­
ers refused. 

"They just flagrantly wouldn't help," he 
said. One Forest Service crewman told 
him, "You find my supervisor, and he'll 
tell me what to do." 

County Supervisor Chris Gansberg Jr. 
commandeered a Forest Service tank 
true!, left idle in a Woodfords repair shop 
and when he returned it he was threat­
ened by the Forest Service with arrest. 

Smith, who considers himself an expert 
on the subject because of his nine years as 
a Toiyabe ranger, said the Forest Service 
has created a "bureaucratic monster" 
that is unable to move quickly. 

"They have to amass huge amounts of 
men, money and machines before they 
can attack a fire," he said. "By that time, 
the fire has gone over the mountain." 

The Forest Service report categorically 
rejects Smith's description. 

"After reviewing the actions that affect­
ed the suppression actions taken on the 
fire, tile reviewers concluded that the ac­
tions tal,en appeared to be appropriate 
and the success of the Acorntfire was that 
suppression efforts saved over 100 
homes," the Forest Service said. 

These may not be tile last words on tl1e 
subject, however. Rep. Norman Shum­
way, R-Stoclcton, asl,ed last week for an 
investigation by the Department of Agri­
culture, parent agency of tile Forest Ser­
vice. Local officials continue to press for 
more independept probes at the state and 
federal level. 

Meanwhile, says Zellmer, tales of the 
Acorn fire are generating alarm in other 
communities that depend on federal fire 
protection. 

"All these people, clear over Kingsbury 
grade, clear down the west side of the 
Carson Valley, they're scared to death 
right now," Ile said. "They have every 
right to be." 



Alpine County Assistant Sheriff Henry "Skip" 
Veatch was left homeless by last month's 

Woodfords blaze. Residents say u:s. Forest 
Service crewB failed to act fasteno~gh to keep 

s~c.. Bee. 
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BeeiDick Scllmidt 

the firre from spreading beyond a tiny area. The 
agency says it followed proper procedures. 



Sam Chacon wa; ls kid if h~ had an/~~alsf o/> 
, hisJuture at the Univei:sity ofl'acific.; It.:w~si#c\: 
· tended. as .a· tennis/question; .. his\ reply, :w:as\./, 

academic:''·•.··.J., It'\/s;> .••• \.''n' ,, ,••};};:? 
· "Just to get myself through school and get my,-,·· 

degree from .a good college; my goal is Jo be a\ . 
general practitioner," the recent Douglas High 
graduate said. • . < 

''.Tennis is. a. sporffor life; J'll al:-ya 
even if. I'm just playing dub tennis f. 

This··. . . •··.· ·•· . ,hohi!i ·., .. 

•.)r{ 
,;;'t:ea' 
Cbeeri1an.· 

·• ·. think' he1Ji 
'· It'fa.littfe 

have. to take 
-pens, .. ,. , 0,,..,, .,,., .. , <,:-o: .. . ... ,, •... , ... , 

"It'U ti~ intetestirlgtgsee . . . . .d_i/esfLt,hihlc.; 
yo~'ll see a_big inipri>,yellletit l:>e'c~use.he.i:e'iillf\i{ 
hasn't./ had a chanceno . ith,;:;toP':le,yeW<C 

:[~1}t;i;t1i~;;;, 
successes on· the Northern' CaHfor11fa 'J:'ennis;< 
Association·circuit,which,le~ to, hi~,selecticin last i :·i 
summer• th a U.StJunior .team '.that toured,; 
Europe. On the home, frm1t, he .reigned as a :· . 
Governor's Cup state chanipip'n' in, the, boys 
16-year-old division in 1985, thusJ>ecoming the •· 
first player outside ofl,as V e~a~ f1)1cllieye t~at 
feat . . . , : •>.' :·J. :,; , , > '.. /·:'\:'; 

He was a standout at Douglas Higll, highlighted;' 
l:Jy a . Northern . Nevada' AAA zone touri)ament':' 
singles crown as a junior in 1985.,Healsoracked 
up a string of 83 str~ight:victories against league 
opponents .·before. a back injury fofc~d ltinr, tq 
default again$t Reed's Hyo Chan Lee:, ',,; THE'.N. AND.NOW. Sam c:hacbn has grown, 

Four' years ago, Douglas High tennis co,a0 '•'arid not just physically sfnce he was a 5-foot 
Bruce C_lark offered this description of Chacon,'' · freshman at Douglas High in 1984. He now 
then a 5-foot tan, 105-pound freshman: ''People has his sights set on pre-med studies at the 
see this little kid who's 5-foot fall with a Dutch 

' . . 

University of Pacific in Stockton. He Fulbright sc~ol~{ aQ8(,,\i§vY{Ji~cbe,(J1i:i C; 
graduated from Douglas High with a 3.75.. Douglas CoynJy;•,?-nd'1:i19. fath~r;,,.s~m .. (a · 
grade point average, which should cQme as . nativ~ofBolivia)/works as a,ciyif,eogiheer,Jn< 
no surprise because his mother, Jcian_;wa.s a, ReQg,.~:9 r.~i:it99. · '.ti:;a/ :;{,;:i;/ ' ;.,\ii:; 



Chacon: Looking ·ahead 
Continued from page 1 

(Lisa, 15) who is right behind him." _ . 
His parents, Sam and joan Chacon, have 

always been there to watch their two children 
·- ·. play tennis. 

"We've been to all of them. We didn't get to go 
to Europe when Sam was on the U.S. junior team, 
but those were the only matches we've missed," 
said Joan Chacon, who doubles as the girls tennis 
coach at Douglas High (her alma mater). 

"It has taken up a lot of time. It has been wor­
thwhile, though, because both have gotten a lot 
out of tennis," she added. "Both are competitive, 

they have been since they were very young; and 
they're both willing to work hard at something, 
no matter what they do." 

At this time, however, Sam Chacon said tennis 
isn't the main concern in his life. He's looking 
forward to four years ahead at the University of 
Pacific in Stockton, Calif. 

"Academics is definitely No. 1. That's why I 
chose Pacific: It's high in academics," Chacon 
said. "I want to play on the team down there, and 
I want to play the best I can. · 

"I would think the NCAAs would be a possibili­
ty because down there I'm _ only gonna get 
better." _ 
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I"ti~tf i1j:i~~~;*~~i~Ji~~~~¥1ief J;tl'i♦}lii(il:!; 
.+ .. \ow1.w11,en(s kn9w hoy;.good ije is,. though. ,,,.,.;,;i , th,~., J90ff,~v1fh,~J!\t!,,~M,!1.~.!1,~~,,!t~i1ttei:, 
'iW•t9:h.~/iQn;!)~~•gr9ti!:c~q!!!d~fi!~ly}ih<:!:¢;~~~~1r,4t;Sli".·.c;:::::'t{ t:;c:i'~1it•·'=~t;tL1•:<;ti";lr;~;'-'N{: .. 
: ;~:.iltil8ljii~\still· noj'>hys1c;il'giaij{i Stlfpn~ioglyyf'., ' ' , ,, 2 ' 

I0.l~~tr}:&WJt;i.J11~ .i12}~!ttt~t1~i1~}1rf? :·, .: ', \\,~ . 
Nevada,''. Buell said. "He's really a fireplug out' , ' ' , , ', 

, , .there. It's amazing to see somebody his size hft '· . , ' , ' , ' , ' 
_ the ball that hard, The only problem ~ith that is 

, that he's been susceptible to injury." · • . < ·,, : 
~• ',Ah; the ,injury/bug. 'Las.t Augusfrhe:sliffer~d · ... · 

Iit!~~:~<LJM!f~~~~:tft~~~s~~~~tititt/ftJ:.)i 
'•.'.' :tesul,teq .hi ,a•fayoff ·b.f more_than"six}nonths;'Itt;,,r 

11lf Stlf it~~;~f !f i~IW1 
:, •:{?life;'!/Chiicori ·confessed/!'IfWas'kind ofliice'to r: 

·' /!jtift.b~ ~ble to i~t ~nd tlike,if,e~sy} ~udt:vla{h 
.... •.·; :"'~,starting tci ~eFto be habit.i:need ~omething tq;, 

· ?\ :> advanced to the semifinals and was leading Ryan , 
.. , .. . -,,_:.;,\,,,,;,_:;., ,, .,' 1"' :\,cc:, ;,' Burgess (theeventualstatechampionJ when he .. 

\:~; r; {- ·;'. '\.'.;t,h -;•t;{;'.~-~l·. :.:.:\:. ,\f\t'.:" --;·:,:, ·, " -~\-:,.'', ·,, ,; ,-,.~ .')_/, \ '",· ;'."~·1,·,J: j~~~j'w~s · fo_rced t<i:~e~e., _The injury pfeventCd him_;{ -·-·-·-•·--e..:.1 , '.:":· 

.''.' , '
1 :c: ·.,, .. ':,,;-\ i, ~i-\ '.-r:' '. _,: , , , ,,· • ."· ~/:ti:; :)

1
~;-~·".,'. i;~~otftt:afin:i~~,~~t~fjna!~.thi~pas~teekend _·;!------------=:::: , •/ 

:t ·, .\,·,·,,:,i·;":,..'('•:'.:-.; :, .: ·:, ~,•.;,,,;_;/;;,~f;;._:,\: /::•','Jt.'seems
0

·Jfke.evei·i tim~ '1 get going,. STATE<?UALIF'_IER.llsii'Chacon,'15,e.arried 
, ,;-;· :. ',:"'·.,cc;'.\.-:, hi,:;·,, ,. • . , , ,:•. , ., ; ., ., ; ·, (,.:,_,, ;;; ,. t something else happens," Chacon shrugg,ed a third place)mls~ In the girls 16-y~ar-old 
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1~.: :-1'' ,.: ;·, .• : ._-. .. '; ., .. , /••·' -::. ':,. ~•.'' ·"Thishasbeenabadyearformeasfarasm- class at the Governor's Cup state·tourna-

. ;:::;. :·_, · ,\ · : ; , •. :,/, ·.· , ~ .. , ... , .'., ,. ·,. , ~ ":: . ·: i• :,juries." . . ment last w~el<end In Las Vegas. ·Chacon 
•. ,,A·~ , ,,, .. "•;;,•,:o,c. ,,-; , '•, , , · ,,:., ., , .. ,.. , , ' ; : · ", : • 1 , ... ' •• " • ·' •That doesn't detract from his ab1hty, both on · lost her semifinal match to Susie Agassl on 
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:-i BIG TIME. Sam Chacon rece(ves·•a, t~ste ~V,_maJch' Wtt~ :An,c:lrea .~~eg~r. d_urli)9 'the.''.1,985 t"-:comrilltment I? reach the.level he hl)s,", Bue!! ;:;, Cli;3p<:)(l wW be.~.s?phomore at Douglas Hlg~ ', 
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1
.; :·~'. .: ~ 



C.ong~essman tours Alpine in-,wake of fire complaints 
f2ie.,con;\ Ciux-te,y-- i/:;i_o jg7 . 
by TREVA ZELLER Residents claim the U.S. volunteers, better preventive go over problems in the initial communications and not respon- of Forestry and BLM. 
Staff writer Forest Service underestimated fire protection and improved response. Thursday's panel ding fast enough, or not "Hopefully it will provide 

U.S. Rep. Norm Shumway 
was scheduled to tour the fire­
torn Woodfords area Wednesday 
in light of a request for a con­
gressional investigation into the 
handling of the july 29 Acorn 
Fire. 

Alpine County supervisors 
Tuesday made the request for a 
separate probe into the fire, 

. which last month burned two 
dozen homes, charred 6,500 
acres and caused more than $5 

· million in damage. 

the fire's potential. They also communications between discussion also sought ways to recognizingthemagnitudeofthe some person-to-person con~ct 
question the agency's early deci- firefighting agencies. . improve inter-agency protocol. fire fast enough;" Driscoll said so that a person in a green 
sion to turn away volunteer The Forest Service is conduc- East Fork Fire Chief Bill following the meeting. uniform is a person and not just 
firefighters. ting its own investigation, which Driscoll, who moderated the "We didn't get as many solu- a Forest Service uniform," 

Shumway also was expected is not expected to be completed closed session, said he hoped tions as I was hoping for; maybe Driscoll said. "It's also to better 
to attend a 7 p.m. Wednesday for several days. agency officials would take to it was the contraints of time. understand their procedures and 
town meeting at Ttjrtle Rock "We're aware of the concerns heart a list of problems and sug- Where it goes from here is up to improve communic.ations." 
Park on Highway 89, where by many people and we're trying gestions from the session. the individual agencies." Woodfords residents ha·ve 
supervisors are expected to pre- to be as responsive as possible, A breakdown in communica- As a result of the meeting, formed a committee, which is 
sent their resolution. but we don't want to cut any cor- tion between agencies was the Driscoll said he would arrange seeking more protection from 

Supervisors requested that in- ners," Forest Service common thread in discussions for local volunteers to train with the California Division .of 
vestigations be separate from spokesman Doyle Hanks said. about what went wrong during Forest Service personnel. Forestry. Spokesman Lynn 
the one being conducted by the Last week, agency members the first minutes of the fire, Volunteers will continue their Doyal said residents feel that the 
Forest Service. The federal pro- from California and Nevada as Driscoll said. · own training and occasional ses-· state agency would be more 
be should address use of lo~al well as the Forest Service met to "The main problems were sions with the Nevada Division· responsive to local needs. 

--- -

-E Bake·r pulls together successful fai.r 
0 . . . . . 

~ · Judy Baker did a bang-up job 10 to the disappointment of the G 
CA Fonai'rlea. st weekend's Coun. try crowd, most of which arrived ettef ff.Q ffi 
~ "fashionably late." 

,_ In just six weeks she. pulled Judy said she was pleased Al • . 
~ together good music, actiyities with the fair. p In e 
r.:I and enough booths to make the She ran around at her wit's 

U event one to be proud of. . end the last two weeks gathering by HEIDI HOPKINS 
'Ti The fair has a ragged )tlstory. all the loose ends. She gives a lot off. Thanks, Judy! :S Weakened by political struggles, of credit to her husband Bill for The Markleeville General 
v circumstances (fires and what- his help and to her two Store tug of war team wrested 
<>J not), apathy or exhaustion, each daughters, Melissa.and Kerstin, the championship trophy away 
~ year it has been pulled together who put up with late night din- from defending champions Cal 

by frayed threads. ners and a wildly irregular Silver Miners. In the children's 
In its seven years, the fair has schedule. division, the Camp Fire team 

ridden the fluctuating. tide of That the Bakers are currently out-tugged the Up With Kids 
Markleeville's fortunes, tenuous camping out in Indian Creek team. 
at best. Still, it is a fun time each . campground looking for a place 
summer. to rent in Alpine County didn't 

Judy showed her propensity · help. Several recent job changes 
for fun in the string of bands she for Bill Baker have left the fami­

. lined up. The music was a · Iy unsettled and without a home. 
highlight of the fair. Saturday's Since the fire, there aren't too 
music lasted into the evening many places available; not that 
with local musician Dan Murphy· rentals are ever easy to . find 
and the Flexable Flyers pro- here. · . 
viding tunes and laughs at the .Even without a phone or the 
street dance .. !~er, s~~t down .at us1.1al amenities, Judy pulled it 

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 
Up With Kids has purchased 

exercise. equipmen.t for the 
Woodfords Community Center . 

The "weight room" now has a 
. rowing machine, exercise bicy­

cle, weightlifting machine and 
kick bag for karate practice. 

Up With Kids also provided 
the center with. a volleyball set, · 

. horseshoes and a · ping pong 
table. 

The equipment is available for 
public use and a schedule is cur­
rently being drawn up. 
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Thi~ Wednesda'y the school 
bus grumbled its 1dinosaur way 
through town, incontestably 
making the change of seasons, 
Fall is here. . 

Days are still , hot but the 
nights'.· breathe down with a 
familiar coolness. 'Mornings are 
crisp., Leaves are: beginning to 
turn. '.,l'he last of the hollyhock 

Letter \from 
' ' 

A~pine 
by HEIDI HOPl<INS 

I 
blooms wave go0t,bye to sum-

m~~ne are the £ui1 ~reeks'\ ~nil 
brassy'. winds. of ~ month 'ago. 

· Children leave off their summer: ·. 
· sport ...:... dam building, the even­
ing bike rides, the lbng mornings . 
fishing: ....:..:1t's time for s~hool. · 

. . Chattering.• and· \ bright with 
new clothes,, .n13w, books, , new; 

.·,hopes'. they .. migrate ,Jilce., 

.··.• swallows back to' the school's .. 
I ' halls. Some have fl:Pwn the nest 

to Douglas ;High/ facing 1the, · 
challenge · of a . newi school in a ·. 
new state. · ,, ._, .i , ' · ... · SUMMER'S OVER. George Coyan 

Older residents measure tlieir . · was one of many· youngsters who 
'. contin~ed,to page:9 . worked on' the dam at tpe local 

i. M\ssiK:i' . . . , I,.' 

, . , · "· ,:: · .. , ·_:·i\ ·.· R. tcc0oetciR- Y--27~87 . 
'·,1\'1 

II 

. swimming hole ,thii)sumr:i,eri But. 
·• now th~· creel<, is', low .'and the.· l<ids 

I 
. :I 

I· 

II 

are back in schooi'.F~ll.i~ on its 
.way. R,C photo IJY' Heid,i Hopkins ,. 

' I 
' : 



~ op topic of 'Chat with L;rnc 
. ~J._-~ cr/21/~7 . 

by TREVA ZELLER 
Staff writer 

cerns heard by the senator dur­
ing a stop in Minden on his ·an­
nual "Chat with Chic" tour. 

U.S. Sen. Chic Hecht, R-Nev., 
said Tuesday he will ask federal 
Bureau of Land Management 
and U.S. Forest Service officials 
to work out problems in their 
inter-agency attack on this 
region's forest fires. 

Residents and Douglas· County 
commissioners Jerry Bing and 
Bob Pruett attended the infor­
mal meeting at the Douglas 
County Administration Building 
that morning. 

The senator also heard several 
Lake Tahoe issues, ranging from 
the apparent loss of federal fun-

ding for a Douglas County Sewer! 
Improvement District effluent/ 
project in Genoa to .lands taken\ 
off the county tax rolls. \ 

"We'll get our heads: 
together," Hecht said. "These L 
are the types of problems you ', 
don't hear about in ' 
Washington.'' 

He urged many people to write 
their complaints in letters and The handling of the recent 

Acorn F;:·e topped a list of con- Continued to page 10 

Hecht: Holds town meeting 
Continued from page 1 

e his staff to communicate at 
e federal level. 
But it was discussion about the 

orest fire just south of Gardner­
·ne that prompted many local 
omments, including those of 
tate Sen. Lawrence Jacobsen of 
inden. 
He said problems seemed to 

boil down to policy differences 
and a communication 
breakdown among federal agen­
cies and local groups. · 

"The ELM and the Forest Ser­
vice operate under different 
policies," Jacobsen said. "We 
have to make sure we know 
those policies." 

He added that in the past this 
region's leaders met regularly 
to solve firefighting problems 
despite interstate differences, · 
with the Woodfords area con­
sidered almost part of Douglas 
County. Those discussions in-, 
eluded local volunteer 
firefigp.ters, he said. 

"When there are inter-state 
relations, nothing's going to run 
smoothly because you don't 
know who the boss is," Jacobsen 
said. "But we've grown 
·somewhat apart. The· federal 
agencies have grown to a point 
they think they don't need us 
anymore. Well, they do need us 
initially;" · 

He said there were many ac­
counts .. from residents about 
federal firefighters who stood id­

. ly by while the Acorn Fire raged 
out of control. · 

"If they're going to fight fires 
with different standards than the 

people who live here, then it 
doesn't work," Jacobsen said. 
"It creates bitterness among 
those who live here." 

Hecht said he will meet with 
· the BLM director and the chief 

of the U.S. Forest Service to 
. discuss·their handling of recent 
rangefires. 

Some of Hecht's aides toured 

. ,, 
We'll get our 
heads together. 
These are the 
types of problems 
you don't hear 
about in 
Washington. 

'' 
the fire-damaged areas in Wood­
fords Tuesday afternoon. Hecht 
stuck to his scheduled tour of the 
Bently Nevada manufacturing 
sites in Minden. 
· Hecht's staff suggested that 

the sena~or help push for greater 
reseeding efforts in the valuable 
Sierra watershed and that he 

.. coordinate efforts with U.S, Rep. 

Norm Shumway, who represents 
Alpine County. 

"Although the fire was confin­
ed to California, many people 
here own water and grazing 
rights in Alpine County," staff 
member Pete Kelley said . 

Alpine County supervisors last 
week urged both Nevada and 
California congressmen to seek 
a congressional investigation in­
to the handling of the Acorn 
Fire . 

In other discussion Tuesday, 
Weed Control District manager 
Phil Nalder asked if Hecht could 
gain federal support for a five­
year weed spraying program. 
Much of the area that has to be 
sprayed is on federal or state 
lands, he said. 

Certain noxious weeds harm 
area farmers who can't sell hay 
because they may have the 
weeds on their property, Nalder 
said. 

On Tahoe issues, Bing and 
Pruett said greater federal con­
cern should be given to the loss 
of property taxes for local 
governments in the Basin. 

When lands are bought by the 
Forest Service, local taxes are 
dropped. However, counties still 
have to pay for services, Pruett 
said. He suggested that the · 
Forest . Service help pay for 
some services .. 

Hecht also heard concerns 
from residents_ who are pushing 
for a ti:-affic light near · the 
Zephyr Cove resort to· cut down 
on numerous . accidents. They 
are seeking Forest Service funds 
to help pay for the light. · 



a d so YEARS AGO . / . / ueco,- sept. 3, 1937 ~ J. 7 17 -- -
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TWO MEN ARRESTED. Two prominent Reno 
men.were arrested at Red Lake. Alpine countYz_ _ 
last Sunday by Game Warden R.J. Little for-. 
violating fish and game :i-egulatio:qs of the ·state -. 
of-California. The game warden-specifically:. ,­
charged one man wasfishing-with three set. · -.. 
poles while the other was getting along quite.- · _: 
nicely with two poles. 

_FREN_CH RESIDENTS HOLD_PIC~I_C. Th~ ..... 
'~ench colony of Gatdrterville erijoyoo a --c: ::·--·:-': 

delightful pfcmc at the Joe Sario ranch; a f~W_ ~' 
... miles tlµs side oU~i;i_dgepo!"f-!~g §1.lfl~Y.~)L,. ~ '::, 
·• Followin a da of -- its of-vanous·kindsa ·.- .. -- g . . y .. _spo' .. •· - ---.•. · .. ,,,,_,.,,' .--.-"' ·-. ·, 
. , picnie: dinner was served that_ wa,s Jhoroughly ·_ · · 

· : · enjoyed by those in attendance .. ;.; ..... ,.:_.-::: ~ c, · :. · · _ ·. 
_i - JMPROVEMENTS MADE IN ALPINE JAi~ - . 
i Three new steel cells of the most modern type.·. 
_, havtfbeen installed fu the jail of the Alpine _ - · 

- , · comity court house at Markleeville. Bullet-proof -
screens have been placed over the windows. 1n· 
connection with this improvement, an oil burn-: • · 

. :ing furnace-is being installed in the court 
· · house, which will permit proper heating of all 

· county offices and court room which was not 
possible with the heating plant installed when 
the building was erected. 

• 
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ressmen.hearcom 
· Cbngressional·irlquiry not likely 
. by TREVA ZELLER 
Ste.ff ,11_1riter 

A congressional probe into the 
Acorn Fire is unlikely, accor­
ding to U.S. Rep. Norm Shum­
way, who told Woodfords 
residents last week he will pur­
sue other avenues if necessary. 

"I will get the Forest Service 
report, and, if I don't see objec­
tivity in it, I will pursue it to a 
higher level," Shumway said: "I 

don't. want to see this happen the July 29 blaz~ that destroyed 
!!b:!!!'!," • -.:.z4 huHii::S -a1ld ltft s~vci-a1 uthc:rs-

He suggested the federal substantially damaged. .· . 
General Accounting' Office, Alpine County is within Shum­
because federal funds for way's district. He had scheduled 
firefighting are involved, or the many weeks in advance to at­
Department of Agriculture, the tend a local town meeting and 
authority over the Forest Ser- altered that agenda to make the 
vice, could do separate objective tour. . 
investigations. Alpine County supervisors last· 

The congressman, a Stockton week requested that- con- · 
Republican, made the remarks gressmeri from California and 
after .touring areas damaged in Continued to page. 10 i 

Thursday, August 27, 1987 

intsa ut·fir fl 

CONGRESSMAN TOURS. U.S. Rep. Norm 
Shumway listens to Woodfords volunteer fire 
chief Dave Zellmer, left, who points to where 
the Acorn Canyon fire started. Zellmer also 
gave the conwessman pictures showing the 
flre's·slze when volunteers arrived, saying that 

local firefighters could have put out the blaze 
early on If they had been allowed to. In the 
background are Alpine County Supervisor's 
Assistant Dolph Frisius, left, and Supervisor 
John Bennett. R-C phpto by Treva Zeller 



Shu mwaY: Tours ffte-·~;-,_ · · l}~l·p~ ri@:}i:f,§hurriway 
· · 1 · ~:~t~-~~:~:;rom ·page 1 ·. : • , .,, f ·,::,: . 

Continued from page 1 past few years near his station. volunteers who were on the k 'wo~cl piles-against-theil'·e~tima"""'"'" 
Nevacla seek a separate congres- . "More than half of that burned scene were prepared to fight' a ; ' tion of the next wlnter,·· change 

· siorial probe. Many residents· · can be attributed to Forest Ser-. · fire estimated early on ,at only 24 
1 

their car's oil; i:idd antifreeze to · 
have attacked the U.S. Forest vice backfires," Zellmer said.· square feet in the steep Acorn·. the shopping list, wistfully look 
Service's handling of the blaze, The backfire method of attack Canyon. However, federal ; over the ·things they planned to 
including claims that the agency involves lighting a fire several authorities kept them at bay and · finish in the· warmth of summer 
underestimated the fire's poten- feet ahead of another to create a finally turned them away after but which, somehow slipped 
tial. ============ almost an hour, according to through the cracks in all the bus-
. "If I can expedite the (Forest Zellmer. · tie of fun and confusion and 
Service) reports I'll do so," "We were prepared. We kept ·, tragedy.~::\:· • ·' . 
Shumway said. He said a full --·- ,..... . ·---,· ,., ... _ -:· •· . ..: isaying ,, we.'•ve •ngot, ... t0 .•. do , . -Ready o.r not, f;;ill is here. . .. 
~~rye~~tt~r~i:P~~~Jasi~f~t:fc~ •!:,·, .,•, · . · ,,. ,.,., ,:·•something up ther~," .he said.· I· :)~'.\}~~

1
~~cik~~ ./.i.1~;_:,)1idf;. 

. . . . · .' , "They said they di~'t· want I ,. • •. • • . , · 
tober. . . volunteersuptherebecause,ifit i. · . ._Pr9.bab_iY.)Jo)i_ne was inspired)_· 
· T~e congressman kept qwet :. _, . . , .... ··· was .a .man-made·.fire, they'll .· "'.')t~~~nf1den.cemourelectedof•/·:., 
durmg most of the tour• last. . I Will get the . . . . destroy evidence. Nothing was f!c1~ls ··.durmg last week's·:,; 
Th~rsday, lis_tening .to the com- , . '. •.. .': ~- said about putting the fire out.''. .... m~eting. wi~h Rep~esentat_ive \ tfa, 

plamts of r~1dents. . · . Forest Service . , .. ,, . Backfiring was done un- !'form _S_hu,mway who was m~k- · ... · .. CONGRESSMAN 
After hearmg one claim that a report, aild, if I · , ., necessarily,-'expanding the fire i l?g ;h1s.,.s.t}l_ndard pr_e-elecbon · NORM SHUMWAY 

BLM crew refused to put out a . . , . . b" . , . .. ... . . te d of he! ing to stop·it and· rqunds. , - . . . • · . ·., 
· blaze near a home because they · · . don t ·see ~ J8C• :"·: · · '. :r t enoug? units could' stand ::.1,1;_ :),fany issues were raised at the eyes with his description of uii 
y;~re trai~ed only in handling·-. ·. ·tivity in' it .I will .... . c.: b' 

0
:ccordingtoZellmer. · .· ,. < ~~eUng:~ .the Equal_ ~i~ts,. four cardboard boxes of thingi 

wildland fires and not structure · · · ·• ' · · .Y, . ·. · · · . · > · Amendment· and the consbtu- · sifte'd from the ashy rubble - al 
fires, Shumway remarked, "It: . pursue It to a· He said thos~ in commai1d did '.· tionality pffederal ownership of that remained after a lifetime 01 
seems like to. me th~ first thing · higher ·level. · ·not call' for mutual aid from,· land-:- but.the primary ~ocus of marriage .. Co,c tried to. pu1 
to do is to put the fire out and · · Douglas County and Carson City : · · the evening was the Woodfords Shumway on the spot as tq Whal 
then ask questions." . for almost three hours. He added i fire and what Shumway could • precisely the congressman wm 

He said residents had that he has witnesses who were; (and should) do to help the coun- going to do. Shumway hedgec 
legitimate concerns based on ' ' motorists in the area when the·. ty. · with aplomb. 
what he saw and heard. But he , fire was first noticed, With the bland rhetoric of the Still, Shumway was probabl) 
added that he also wanted to talk · · · ·. politician, Shumway fielded the impressed with the size of the 
to U.S, Forest Service officials · ForeSt Service officials 'have· · emotional speeches which.alter- crowd and the intensity of the 
and read their reports. said they woul.d address con- nately pleaµed for and demand- emotions expressed. Turtle 

Supervisor John Bennett, who cerns in their inveStigations. ed redress after the disaster. Rock Park was filled to capaci• 
lost a home, said residents · However, some have said that · •. Lyle Smith, Douglas County ty. The crowd was noisy and 
weren't out to hang anybody for the turning away of volunteers planning commissioner and animated. Politicians 
mistakes. They are orily in- ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;; was a mutual decision antl that former. U.S. Forest Service remember these things. 
terested in seeing that it doesn't "break" in vegefati_on; .. · , •· ·. •·; locals wer~n•t equipped for the i . district ranger in this area, read Shumway said the issue was 
happen again, he said. · '.,'Sir, we're just aboµt .burn~d:.: ~teep terram. . . •. · . a scathing statement about the not appropriate for a congre-

However, the most outspoketj out '? . he · told. 'Sbumwayo' i .They'.ve also said that• Forest Service's decline in fire sional investigation but that he 
critic during the tour was Wood-· ···"There's very littl!:! left to burn·• o,rganization of the attack .went' suppression effectiveness. would "pursue other avenues." 
fords volunteer Chief . Dave outside of Markleeville itself. •. well considering the speed and Ex-congressional aide Jack I don't think Alpiners are go-
Zellmer. He said that at ,least , That's why-we riee~ yo~r help." intensity of the fire as well as Cox, son-in-law of Ed Schalbert ing to wait on Shumway.They'll 
31,10() acres have burned in the · -Zellmer clalmed .J~at . weather conditions, whose home burned to the pursue their own avenues. The 

· ground, brought tears to many issue is not dead. 



Season ends 

These three Carson Valley 
Bobby Sox recently com­
pleted thefr - successful 
season. Left to right are, 
Carson Valley_ Minors 
members front row, An­
nette Ferrey (manager), 
Lori Baumann, Lorena 
Phelan, Jannell Cox, 
Michele Hendon, Julie 
Whita_cre, Amy Tobias, Rox­
ie Whitacre · (chaperone); 
back row, -Rick Baumann, 
(coach), Jenny Wagn·er, 
Joyie Vigil, Diane Hunter, 
Kelli Strickland, Mary Ann 
Weimer, Carol Mortenson, 
Gretchen Stephans, Shelly 
Neth, Ross· Whitacre 
(coach). 

· Carson Valley : Wh_ite Ma­
jors are, · from left, front 
row, Sy)yja Simmon.s, Jen­
ny Valenzuela, Carrie 
Dawson, Alecia Alexander, 
Jackie Simmon_§: back row, 
Lynn Ann Simas, Deanna 
Simas, ·,;Ginger Carlson, 
_Julie Carlson, Stacy 
Rogers, Christy Leegard, 
Peggy Pedrojetti 
(manager), · Connie 
Estabrook {coach). Not pic­
tured: Mary Pedrojetti, 
Dana -Sullivan,. Traci 
Sullivan; Melanie Wadding, 
·speedy Dawsori {coach). 
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Class of 1967 · . .,:. . - •.-. -. -

_:.· The class of 1967 at Douglas 
High School celebrated its 20th 

. reunion with a dinner-dance at 

. · the Carson Valley Inn. 
· · Playing all the oldies ·for· the 
group was Capt. Buddy of 
KGVM-FM.. . ·. 

. The reunion dinner was held 
; Aug.15, arid, the next day, a Sun­
, day, a volleyball game featuring 

young and old was played after a 
family picnic lunch at Lampe 
Park. 

Special guests of the class 
were faculty members and 

. spouses· -Jerome Etchegoyhen 
~ (DHS principal at · the time), 
Joie·Gagon, Mr. and Mrs: Earl 

· Jarrett and Mr.· and Mrs:· Ed 
.. Atencio, all of Gardnerville; Mr. 
··and Mrs. Al .Modispacher of Vic- 1 

torville, Calif.; Mr. and Mrs. 
Grayton'· Burton of Rexburg, 

· Idaho; and Mr. and Mrs. O'Neill 
Sanders of Reno. 

According to class member 
Kathy Mortimer, "It was a great 
weekend renewing old friend­
ships." . 



REUNION. The D.ouglas High School 
class. of 1967 held a reunion last month, 
which' included dinner at the Carson 
Valley Inn. Top row from left are Jim 
Terry, Jerry Maple, Terry Jacobsen, Brent 
Howerton, Larry Bar~ Cathy Rockholm 

'Crawforth, . Lance odispacher, Lois 
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Barr, Nathan Leising, Vicki · Pedrojettl Jean Jackson Turnbeaugt:4 Kathy Yim 
Thurner, Gary Gregory, Bonnie Park Godding, Kathy Kyle Mortimer; and front 
Rasavage · and Mike Kozimko; middle row, faculty members Ed Atencio. Earl 
row, Sam Ludel, Gaye McCollum Sim- Jarrett, Jerome Etchegoyhen, Joie 
mons, Linda Jepsen Stevens, Ken Thran; Gagon, Helen Modispacher, Grayton Bur- . 
Laura Howerton Muncy,· John Adams, . ton and O'Neill Sanders. Not pictured, . 
Nina Staricha Prolux, Roland Scarselli, Tonja Dressler. Jay Aldrich photo 

..-<./4.) 



$.~~~~~ £19..natiaJo victims of Woodfords area fire. . 
So far $28,000 has been donated Checks have been made out to · this week. · Bear Valley, call the chamber at Gardnerville. :· Raley's Supermarket m Gard-

to the victims of the Acorn fire . 30 different families who have (916)· 694-2475 or write Alpine . "Lots of people would like to nerville. · 
nea~ Woodfor.ds ;md more J_s still .. lost homes. or possessions and .a do!:o:~ !! ~~~ :: $ii~f~! :· Chamber of Cklomme

1
rce, P.O. ·donate stuff but they don't want Mrs. Wallacii said that many 

·coming.in, according_ to Alpine t?ta! of· $10,000 ha.s been been malled to the Woodfords • Box 265, Mar eevi le, Calif. to drive dowp to Woodfords," people in Carson Valley pro-
ChambElr _· of.· C_o~m_e_r_ce . distnbutEld._. ~he remainder of Disaster Relief Fund, Halvorson 96120. Mrs. Wallace said. bably feel that all has been done 
sec_retar~ pody H_alvor1>on .. ··· the m9ney .w1ll be par~_~led_out. ·said. .. > ,. . : , _'·. , •.,··Anyone who can donate large The Stor-All eo'. in Gardner- that can be done for the fire vie-

. · ·: · ··• "' ·' •.,; . . ' appliances, such as washers and v-ille donated the use of a storage tims, but that is_n't true.· 
Many donations come. from dryers, refrigerators and unit where items.may be drop- "When you l<>se· a house and 

people in Southern California freezers, should call 782-7421 or ped off. Hay for stranded deer everything, it'l\ going to take a 
who have fr/endqn the are.a, she 782-7334. and wild horse herds may also long time to get back· on your ,. · 

·· adde_d. . • · ·. ; · ·, " _..' These are the numbers for be donated (see Letter from feet," she said. . · 
A benefit will be held at Bear Larry and Pat Wallace and Alpine, page 14-A). Twenty-four· homes were 

Valley for the fire victims Oct. . Regina Erb, who .along with ' Food is welcome, too, in the burned to the ground and several 
10 and 11. For information about Nonie Higley and Leona form of carined and other non- others badly damaged in the fire 
the Disaster Fund or the Mt. justinich, are coordinating the perishable items. Food may be that raged through Woodfords in 
Reba Mountain Bike Rally at· Woodfords Fire Relief Center in· placed in special barrels at late July. 
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NEW TREE. Members of the left are Monique Reno, Hope 
Douglas High Students· ·siersdorff, Jennifer Johnson, 
Against · Driving Drunk Eric '· Whitacre, Leah 
~elcome a new tre_e planted __ W~i,ssman, April Li put, 
m memory of Santa Uhart. : -Melanie· Owen and Eric 
The previous one had_ been_ LaClare. R-C photo 
cut dowri by vandals. From · · 1 ' • : .· - ·: • 

Reward offered 
for tree-cutter 
Douglas County . School ... The tree,;~ plaque and garden 

District maintenance depart- ·. benches were. dedicated in the 
ment personnel still are offering . , memory of Miss Uhart, who. died 
a $100 reward for information . in a drunken driving accident in 
leading to the arr.est and convic;-. /.1985 •. .:·,_.. . . · 
tion of the vandals who cut.down ·.:·'-.-. In the wake of the accident, a 
a tree dedicatedto Sarita Uhart. · 'Students Against Driving Drunk 

The tree ·was sawed off at the· -· (SADD) chapter was formed at 
base.earµer this.;s~r;\\ ,.,- . ;DHS and a Safe,Ride program 

Chief--:o~ maintenance ·-~~ _ begun:-{the Safe Ride, prer : 
Costa said, "W,¢ j:lon't.w-anrto Iei-gl'-anf resumes Sept. Ul~-..,. . · .. -~~ 
this~die. We have a 'message:. - · TheSADDbandMirage,made:· 
We're going to find out who did it up of a group of DHS students, , 
one way or another!' - . __ - · has• gained national recognition, 

A new tree was planted by Jim·-~ : with a song '. they dedicated to :C 
and Kay_Kay Yl:llasquez, owners_:_· Miss·- Uhart_. entitled "The Sad/ 
of Velasquez Nursery in'Gard->'' Song.":.· :;--.-r-·Jr .... · · · ·--,::\:~ 
nerville. The Greenhouse.:. -Anyone·'wlio has information\ 
Garden Center: of Carson City ··;.concerning the .tree cutting may·; 
also had offered to donate a ~ew :,: '-call· Costa·,:at _782:-8140 days or.} 

tree,_ Costa s~id.i:: _,:: _ ·,}i:;;';_'}{~~4t\~:~1:::.;r~~;; .- · _ ),\ 



ANONYMOUS GIFT. Ta~m~ 
Shannen Veatch is all smiles 
after receiving this Chatty 
Patty doll from an anonymous 
Carson Valley resident. 
Douglas county respon?ed 
like a sister to Alpine 
County's many needs follow­
ing the Acorn fire disaster. 
For more details, see Letter 
from Alpine. Tom Nagel photo 

Douglas resptjn<;JS to Alpine 
· ld T Shan L said. · . · Three-year-o ammy - . . . f 1 • • "I helped the Veatches go 

nen Veatch was ~e young~
st ettef: fQffi ·through the debris. There was 

victim of the Acorn fire. Nothmg . . · · • · ·. . .. Tammy Shannen, dirty as sin, 

;~~ t~:~ !~~~.~•:!~r;:::~f ;;;;,;£,; ... f\l PII!,~,,s,!:/;~~~~~~!.:~ 
except the family-and their pets:·, ·· · by HEIDI HOPKINS broth~r] found his bicycle in the 

In one of the many acts of · · - · - • ruins of the garage and you 
generosity sh~wn t? th~se who . Larry's wife P~t, spontaneo~ly should have seen him riding off 
lost homes m the fire, an . got together to help the fire_ vie- down the street on. that clackety _ 
anonymous Carson Valley donor . tims. . . . . _ . . · old thing. The tires and seat 
sent a Chatty Patty doll Wallac_e gives credit~ Nome· were burned off but the chain 
specifically to Tammy Shannen. Higley for spearheading ;. the still worked." 
, -As the story was told to ~am- group. "She's a whirlwind;'' he 

my Shannen's mother, Edie, a. said. '. .. ,. 
Wallace found a bicycle to 

give to Chris, too. ' 
Wallace explained that the 

local Stor-All donated storage 
space and they are still soliciting 
donations, especially large ap­
pliances, to be stored until the 
burned homes are rebuilt. The 

Carson Valley grandmother had They talked to customers in 
found the "talking'· doll at a line at Raley's and got permis-. 
garage sale. She fixed i~ up with_. sion to put up ·barrels .for food_ .. 
clothes and accessories and · -- donations in the store. Higley 
gave it to her granddaughter: On :and Erb got KGVM to advertise 
receiving the doll, the grand- the group and its efforts. -They 
daughter said she knew ~hat. a . worked with Ellie O'Toole from 
little girl had lost every~ng m Alpine County in . distributing 
the fire and she would like the ·donated items. . . · · group can be reached at 782-7421 

. or 782-7334. Hay is also needed to 
help feed the local deer herd that• 

. lost another significant portion 
of its winter range .. · 

doll to go to that little girl. · · · According to Wallace, Carson 
"Tammy Shannen is_ thrilled Valley residents and businesses 

with the gifts," said Edie. . were overwhelming. Jn their 
··The doll reached Tammy help. . ·, . . 
Shannen through a group of Car- · . Wallace · a member of the 
so~ Valley residents, one of the. Gardnerville Volunteer Fire 
many networks of people that Department and friend to many 
responded to the di~aster - Larry Alpiners, said he lost his home to 
Wallace, Nonie Higley, ,Leona fire w4en ·he was young and 
Justinich (aB knows the pain and feeling Qf 
Raley's-Gardnerville workers) •,Joss He niil som,=,thim:r ~hont thP 

The Alpine County Chamber of 
Commerce reports that cash 

. donations to the disaster fund 
have reached $30,000, well on the 
way to its goal of $50,000. Dona- .. 
tions may be sent to: Woodfords · 
Fire Disaster Fund. P.O. Box 



Reco,d- Cou,~e.,r 
~/1,/f7 

Sorensen's plans annual benefit 
Sunday, Sept. 13 is the date of, 

Sorensen's Resort's annual Bir­
thday BBQ Benefit for Alpine 
County volunteer firefighters 

·and the Alpine Children's 
Center, Sorensen's is also 
celebrating its 111th year. 

The chicken and ribs barbecue 
with all the trimmings · will be 
held from noon to 8 p.m. with 
games, prizes, clown and face­
painting for the kids. 

.. 
The Alpine Trio and· Sweet .. 

Potato Band will perform all. 
afternoon for listening and danc-

, iilg pleasure. ,VolleybaU, 
horseshoes, · hiking and fishing 
are activities peop~e can enjoy 
during the day. Lodging is also 
available for those who wish to 
make a weekend of it. · · 
. Cost is $6 for , adults; '$4 for 

children. All proceeds to benefit 
the local firefighting associa- . 
tions and children.'s center. · · 

· Tickets may be purchased in , 
advance at Aladdin Flowers and• 
Lucky Liquors in Gardnerville; 
Woodfords Station and 
Sorensen's Resort in Alpine 
county. ·: · · 

Sorensen's Resort is ·1ocated 
just east of the Highways 88/89 
junction in Hope Valley and just 
15 miles south of Lake Tahoe. · 

For more information, call .. 
Sorensen's Resort. at . (916) 
694-2203. 
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Wreck 
A Gardnerville woman was seriously in­

jured in an accident Tuesday on U.S. 395 
near Johnson Lane when a truck hit her car 
broadside. Leah Matlack, 23, was later 
taken by Care Flight to St. Mary's Hospital 
in Reno. The Nevada Highway Patrol said 

Matlack, who was turning left onto the 
highway from Johnson Lane, failed to yield 
the right-of-way to a truck heading north on 
U.S. 395. She was listed in intensive care 
Wednesday morning. R-C photo by Sandi 
Wright 



by HEIDI HOPKlti~ 
Speci~I _t~ .t_~e -~~Qr. ·;_ 1>> 

Opera· in Markleeviile?i. Y. es; Markleeville·once .. , 
did boast an operµ,house, a Newery and.11'thriv,, · .. 
ing population of2,620 ,residents, Y\/ 

Today, there are fewer than 400 r~sidents;. in . 
lhe town and fewer than 1,200 residents ir\ aU.of 
Alpine County. Asfor opera, Alpinf,Count_y 
doesn't have even a movie theateri1Nithigjts 
Larders. . . . . . . . . 

The curious history of Alpine County is<,: ·• :·•. 
documented in the county's collectiomof records:• 
ctaling from' 1864 and now preseryed in the : :;)(. 
newly-established Alpine Cou11tyAr¢hives;e;;;:?f/ 

The arch.ives willop'en officiall.Y,Tuesday;>·/: 
Sept. 15, 6_-8 p.m. at.anope11 µouseJ#,tl1ecounty . 
,ibrary 4-l}1µrkle.,y)(il.)g._:fhe.pu~lic.is.inyit~d,·\i' 

Buoks·, m,,p:, andph9tvs•wiJM:icorf'qisplay"tO ·-,·c7 
celebrate_ this recent additi01/to Alpine C9imty's. ( 
facilities: · > . · .. · _;.}i(•</,'<••• •. 

The Ajpine County. Ari:µiyes was;g/mpleted • 
after 15 months of intei1sjve wor/{ f?,t arch,ivist 
Dr. Inez Dillon Prinster. She wii..s·aided by her 
assistant Mary Wood and:Alpine'99µnty\f,'.:/ •,,<-:; 
Historical Records Commission-members.:: chair~F 
woman and project directorNimcyJi'hornburg;., ..... ,. 
County Clerk Karen Keebaugh, Librariari.P,iai;ir,W/ 
Deadrich-Rogers and public inembets Elta\ ·. · 
Turner and Heidi Hopkins. · :,_ .;. ,>·:,S\:C: />'. . .. ,., ,• 

"I had the unique opportunity to 6tganlze and :. 
create an entire archives," said Dr:C:Pripster .,.'C< 
abuut her experience in Alpine Couriiy::,'.:ii:' ' •. · . 

Il ·s seldom that an archivisfwould have:.an op-> 
porlunily to organize the complete historical · 
records of any entity, muchJe:,s thos.e. of a.conn'. . 
ty government. .. 123 years ofrec~rds'aµd manyi,:. 
~f them complete!" .•. ,: 0:. , :/<;'(:,'.;:Jr,, .. 

For 15. 1;11onths Dr .. Prinster's desk:wa§} ;' · , 
covered inches deep in notes,;lis.ts;:ji~pers and. ·\.· 
books, all attesting to the complexity of the job· •' · 
she faced.·An archivist needs tolteepab_reasto(,/ 
slate archival la\v, current consenratiori and ·: · 
preservation techniques and archiyc1,J:pi:a!'!.tice to · 
TJroperly establish an archives, ;she Said. /' 

Dr. Printster was hired through ·a grant from ".; 
,he National Historical Publications;.apd Records , 
Commission. Written by Thornburg'wfth the help .··. ·""-'-~""-"-'-"-""' 

f ~;3: ·f: .• r·c.:~ ... ·r·.t·d·r·.:fi;r::!~t:;{~~ :.·~·i·i···.a.t.· .•. ·.i.~~o.,1 ... ~.e.e~- •.·•.•· .. ; •. i .. ·:·· .. ~·· .. ·.'.•.:.•·. tory, accession and index all of th~,eii:tant county : : 
records. which had been stored in varjous stat()S •. ,t . i 
of disan:ay since the founding of the C,!)Unty in. · ·• 
1861. ,;;:: ct .· .. · ,.e:.;,,r,_-•,.•:• · • ' ·> 

Tne project received supplemental funding and :., •.••• 
support from the county Board of.E.4pervjsors, . '., 

"The .condition of the,records here·.was fairlY · 
typicafof.ma.ny count/and municipal archives;" · 
said Dri P.r4,rniter about the piles of cardboard ... 
boxes stu(fed with n10Ii:ling documehti; she found 
on her arrival. She explained that .California has . 
few codes governing archives and.that most . 
ounties don't have the funding or thetim~ .. to · 

seek grants to remedy the situation,, : . ;'1 ., • 

"It's a shame. Many valuable reco;·ds have· 
been lost either .through the tossing of: old files. or :• , 
damage due to improper storage." · t :.-.. ': ,. ·.-. • .:.,.:: 

Alpine County was commended by the Califor''. i ; 
nia State Archives at the annual rµeeting ·of the;,'),J 
County Historical .Records Commissions. Not ona:}:, 
ly was an an;hives established to house Alpine/:(;,;/) 
Cow1ty•~ historic re\!otµs hut a comprehensive,O;,Y. ; 
dispositio1J.;~i::hedtile,for;colll1ty rec::or!:I;, was,:,i ,y;; )•· . 

. :::u:t·t~:{eifit~~c~ti~J:11:utr~:ri;\~~{ ;\ '· 
county;'\:.:-./\t\:\:}(:/-J_t·\ _: .. f~}.~/~,' ; ." ,:_·::~/.:Jt:f:i~-~t-F:.'._;t".:':::· :.-:,. 



''This group .has worked together be_tter than: 
any group\I have been involved with,j'-saiq:corn~ 
mission chairwoman Thornburg about,thif:,:.' ·: , 
Historical .Records Commission. Whilf-l in'\'?lved 
in the project;Jhe commission met on an\',: . 
average'ofJWice amonth and never:Iackecl a 
quorum, snei~aid; ', . 1 • ·,; . 

Among the inany items in the archives are 
hand-painted ~aps of ,early AlIJine County detail: 

. ing fences and cabins,: records of sole propi:ietor-.. 
ships by women (recorded in a separate book :. · 
from "regular'.' sole proprietorships), and court 
cases inclt1.dln~ the .i~q~,e§t for E. Roushe, pruor~ 

· tu~; ti'iiiiriit~( 
MarkleevilleY/ 
. ,· Thep\lblic .·. ' 

. in the. archives 
Library. 'Hotir ' 
rentlyWedn ' 
10-7 p.'m,;J~e 
handled as•t 
mail arei'ec 
may bemacl 
assistantsJ 

For info 
re 

'i"i-1ivEs ·1o~lPtE1'h: ·. Or. ' Inez• b · · 1:: 
't~r (;:ibove) spen(~5 months, sif-j, i' , 

ng "through boxes of moldy,': \: 
ocurnerits. and. fine 'leatherbound ' . 
.RPkf~ the nec1rly,complete col!ec- . 
1qn<Clf;:Alplne '.Co,unty'.s hlstoncal · 
ecords::. stored in '>the·, courthouse 
asemerit. Through',iaYgrant, Alpine ·' 
ciuniy was able ,tcr,organize these ·. 
dcuments, dating fr'qni the foun_cUn,9\; : ,; ;,-;1 
_Mhe:county in.1864/and estabhsh a;'.\,', i;:;;X'. 

' nty.archives. R;q']:)hotos byJ~elr;H .;):;,;;,;_; ;)? 

k.\~:~:: ,,, iiFj ., :,'. i. /j;'.;l~it:~;i,f\:l )I 
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Top Tiger 
Lisa Chacon swept past 
eight straight opponents at · ··'. · · 
Wooster and Reed last ,:·\-'/\\·\\ \ ~- ·c 

k f d l,, l' \ t ~. \ \ :l t wee , a per ormance goo ,._ , .. -~ ,: , , -, -.,. \-' 
· e~ough to earn Douglas k::-'-~~-,-i ,,...0 , /, 

_ j High School's Athlete of· <,x·Y:)(.)~\!',,t/'! 
the Week award. Chacon, a , /,jyy ,\.·\(0 

·sophomore, carried a 12-0 _ . ~\,A_;( .. ).'y;,'( :<; 
Northern Nevada _AAA.~ x _Y ,:_ \ \' 

· record into a showdown 
Tuesday against Manogue . 

. The award, co-sponsored 

. by. Douglas Higl:l and 
McDonald's, is· selected -
weekly by athletic director . 
Randy Green. R-C photo 

ouglas tennis team y un 
In recent years,. individuals , Paterson said. "It's tough for Tucker is the team's most ex-

: like Mark -McKibben and Sam them because they're having to perienced player, having played· 
1

• Chacon have made Douglas play against juniors and seniors, the past three years for the 
j·~gh School boys tennis a,force·: but· they're coming along. Douglas varsity. He has played 
I to reckon with. · . · Hopefully, they'll develop into doubles in the past, but his part­
/ McKibben is · now at the good players a couple of years ner, ·Dax Godkin, has transfer-
: University of California-Davis, from now." red to Carson High and won't · 
1 Chacon at. the _.University of ,. The. Tigers have five returnees play tennis this fall. · 

l
f~cificip.._$.tocktq_.~_.~dDol!gla~~:_ from -1ast season, including Tucker: was a bright spot for_:-< 
_coach D~_J>,at~rson;15 facmg a · seniors Aaron Tucker Jason Douglas in a 21-7 loss at home to ··-" 
rebuilding'job this fall. - · 0 ,_: , Rule and Erick LeClair; as well · Reed last Thursday, as the 

"We have 15 players out, but as juniors Aaron Black a~d Matt senior won all three of his · · 
.1alf of them. are freshmen," Byrne'.. _ . · .. ,·. -- . singles matches. 

-- ,- ,- -..... ·-·-- .• --.~--··-, - ·, ,. ··,-· ......... , ::,: ;;-_;: 2-~-,.-~ -~,:-..:.:...:.. ('. ' .• 



The oodf orc:ls fire 
It has been four weeks since the Acorn fire oc­curred. During those four weeks, there has been no effort made by our state representatives to Visit AI· pine County. U.S. Rep. Nonnan Shumway, R•Stoclc• ton, held a town meeting on Aug. 19, but that had been scheduled before the fire occurred. He re­fused to respond to requests for an investigation in­to U.S. Forest Service management of the fire. He indicated that he would take "appropriate action� after the release of the Forest Service report Two reports were released late last week, and the only action is that Shumway has announced that therewill be no congressional investigation. The Forest Service maintains steadfastly that noerrors were made on its parl Having the Forest Service conduct its own investigation is the same as putting the fox in charge of watching the chickens. Alpine County requested the State Fire Marshall to· •-'conduct an investigation into this 6,600-acre fire, which resulted in the loss of 24 homes (28 percent of the livable structures in that area), damage to many others and the loss of several small busi• nesses. He refused. Yet he has agreed to investigate a 500-acre fire near Mammoth in which one home burned. ' 

· There have been four large fires in three years in the Woodfords area A total of over 31,000 acres 

have burned. This is certainly not common. Some­thing is obviously very wrong. 
An independent investigation into Forest Service management of the Acorn fire is badly needed, and time is of the essence. The longer. the span of time between tile fire and the investigation, the less ac­curate memories Will become. Also, we are proba·'. bly still facing at least two months during whrch fire conditions Will remain extreme. The problems which concern us are not unique to Alpine County - they are common throughout the Sierra. Concerns over Forest Service management practices !lave been voiced for years both here and in neighboring communities and counties. Many-people here are convinced that the Forest Service is incapable of carrying out its obligation of protect-' ing property and lives, not because of lack of dedi• cation on tile part of on-the-line firefighters, but be·" cause of middle· and upper-level policies, and bureaucratic apathy and incompetence. And we feel that tb e situation is groWing steadily worse. ' -

JOHN BENNETT, 

Marklee\ille. 

Supervisor, 
, District 3, -

Board of Supervisors, 
Alpine County. 

"What we need now is some 
normalcy again," said Dave 
Kirby, owner of Woodfords Sta­
tion. "Summers tend to · be 
· stressful for us up here and this
summer was particularly so.
I'm glad Labor Day is over.
Maybe things will settle down a
bit. We need to get back to our
lives."

L�tterfr�m·· 
Alpine 

"Tenacity," D�ve ,called it. 
"You see it in the plants that are_ 
starting to sprout'back after the 
fire. You see it in·the people who 
are beginning to talk about their 
futures again." 

Dave sighed. July was the best
month ever for his five-year
business. It was a real boon
following on the heels of his
worst winter ever. Then caxne·
July 29 and the Woodfords fire. . '

Dave sees it all, sitting at the
crossroads of Highways 88 and
89, serving coffee daily to a_
crowd of regulars. He's a warm 
and personable man who runs a
solid business - open 11 hours a
day seven days a week. He sails
thr�ugh Alpine County's social
and political cliques unscathed,
independent and liked by most.
His business invites the sharing
of news and gossip but, he said,
"I mainly listen.''.

Dave heard a lot about the
Woodfords fire over the counter.·
It was all anybody talked about
during August.

"The Forest Service didn't
have the guts to stand up and ad·
mit they might have made some
mistakes, that they were sorry
and they'd make axnends to
those who suffered financial loss
as a result of the fire."

by HEIDI HOPKll�S 
business. His wife Lynda was 

·'seriously injured last October in
a head-on collision with a drunk
driver. The family has spent 1:he
past year working with Lynda. in
her struggle to regain her
former health. After a year of
therapy and personal deter­
mination Lynda is back on her
feet and will probably reswne
her work at I Caesar's Tahoe

. sometime next' month.
it ·was a joy watching_ Dave

and Lynda dance together_ at
Sorensen's birthday party last
Sunday.

s 

The people at Woodfords
would have suffered less if they
could have had some personal
response from the -Forest Ser-·
vice, he added. "We're a forgiv­
ing bunch of people."

The county was dealt another 
blow this September with the 
death of Leah Dawn Matlack 
following a car accident in the 
Carson Valley last-week. 

"She always was _ smiling," 
said resident Marie Bravo of the· 
23-year-old Grovers Hot Springs 
lifeguard. "This community 
can't afford to lose people like 
that." 

Leah's friends are planting a 
tree in her. honor., 

-.I hope things settle down. _It 
has been· a stressful summer. 
Maybe we can look forward to 
fine fall colors an� some rain .. 

According to Dave, residents
aren't going to let the issue drop,
They are making changes in the
way things are_ which is a
positive step for the community.
And, he notes, most of them are
going to rebuild.

DAVE KIRBY 

Kirby had other things to 

¾'e Cf-17-%7 · · - .- - i: i . ··· • · .. c- ---- ' - - ----- -- ------- -- ----. 

We need $Otne.11Qrm8lcy 



Letter from the eclitor 
by STEVE FALCONE 

sionally v~ry larg~). bake· shops the U.S. Forest Service. courts; so did Congress and the although they on several occa-s m al I th ·, n gs cons,· de red· to the eve,r-growing c.rowds that .:Already under fire for allegedly· President as recently as 1980, sions gave up opportunities to 
seek a respite on t.he cool · .. · . ·Jetting the Woodfords blaze get when they approved the drive the project in whatever 
hillsfdes. • . ..,. ·out of hand last month, the Santini-Burton Act; and so have dlrection they wished. 

CHECKING OUT THE C~M­
PETITION. Looking through the 
daily newspapers that cover· 
Douglas County, I came across 
the following headlines in 
stories about the school 
district's recent parent survey: 
. In the South Lake Tahoe 

newspaper last Friday (Sept. 
11) .--:- "Douglas schools get an 

. .'A'; Survey respondents say 
they're happy with quality of 

<education." . 
· '.'Two days later, a story based 

on the same survey, appeared 
in the Carson City newspaper · · 
with this headline - "Parents 
flunk Douglas County 
educators." 

You can find our story on the 
survey elsewh_ere in today's 

It ·may even be a better · · .· ·. ·: Forest Service also has been the voters of Nevada as recent- They've argued all along that 
.getaway than Carson Valley; _.· · ,th.e target of Douglas Countyj ly as just last year. the pool project should be 

• • • the folks there certainly ap- ·.'· > _'· sommissioners' guns fairly On the other hand, the com- treated just like any other pro-
THE GRASS IS ALWAYS predate visitors more. · .. '., '·<regularly this year. : . missioners' action last week ject in the county, regardless of 

GREENER. A trip to Apple Hill . But it's still the farmer's life,".. '\ Most recently that consisted will affect someone: Two pro- · the cost to taxpayers. 
is always dangerous. That a bigger·gambfe than a slot.: '\-:)\~of r!)fiising to take property at . perty owners who paid their Pool trustees have not come 
mountainside community, 'machine in Nevada - in farm-.-'.:''{Lake Tahoe·purchased by the taxes in advance and then sold crying to the commissioners, 
made up of some of the . . _ing you get pufone pull ~P. tl!e-'.·,.(:\~ofest Se,rvice off the ta~ roU. . . land to the Forest Service will although they have at times 
friendliest people in the world, handle each 'year. If ''early ··. :, ·: That wont make much dif- · · not be able to get refunds they grumbled elsewhere about· 
seems like the idyllic refuge freeze" comes up on. the_reeJs,···;, ;Jer/!nce to the Forest folks, who '._. were due (albeit small one_s) · some of the expensive worl< the 
from the workaday world, • , .. · · you're out of luck..,:'.,!' .) ·r/li-~~}t(ar~l).'t going t~ pay property · .. ·· because the commissioners . ~ :. county has forced them to ·, 

· Many of those.who have .. · ·i ... ;;.. ,. Not to worry, this yeat. !f4~.2'.\;'.·ftax;bjlls regardless of ~h~t .. ..-o{,~;i,;;f~fused to approve them. :· . ,;~~:undertake. .. .. . . , :( :.>·, , 
made their homes there work" · Apple Hill folks claim tliey've .r,,:'i'. Douglas County comm1ss1oners: :·, ·,. "" · · • • • · · · · · .. · So they asked for a little help 
~•real" jobs most of the year, · hit the jackpot.:.:. a big crop,·:,f.:.,;,;·.·say. . . , ·; · ··: ·:£\r : . · : ·, from thecoininissiqners:They 
tending their apple orchards large. applt;, .. a_')~)!l.~ pf ~l!g~~r~;-1;;;,'. . ,Bes1_des, the l~ss of prop~rt1 ,: < /INTENDED CONSEQUEN(?ES. . were turned down; rightly ln 
when they can. Then they spend · Best m recent rri¢mqry, they .. fr1,;. '(rom the count~ s tax roll 1sn. t . ,;Afso the target of the commis- my book, but the ariger with 
a hectic fall selling their a:p- · say;- · . . . · · ···:~-i~,.\-,,:.,.:,:.0· the.Forest ~erv1ce's ~ault. Jt 1s : ·.:.sioners' big guns is the East , . which the rejection was offered 
ples,-juice, crafts_ and baked . Taste for yourself. I(:'.s., 11/4,2 -~'.-"·pati9n_al poller, re~fflrmed on -:: ,Fork 8"".imming Pool District. , suggests some deep feelings · 
goods (some simply marvelous hour drive to Apple Hill,)ust .'•:.'',several occasions, to take _land / '. • ·That's nothing new. Even · .. ·•that go beyond the details· of the 
concoctions, like a sour cream this side of Placerville on.U.$:.,., .'' ili the Lake Tahoe area out of . . :people in Clark County are mad project. • ... ,' · · · . 
apple pie or an apple · 50. · · .. .. . .. ,,. , ..... ·._pri~ate ownership. The . · · at the Valley pool district. , Commissioner Mike·Fischer 
cheesecake, both of which are ~ ; · · •• • • · . · · ·•· ·:. · .. legislatures of Nevada and A couple of the commis- suggested a joint meeting to get 
out of this world) at retail in UNINTENDED CONSE• ·' .. ': .. :.'··California have stated that 'sioners have complained from · grievances out in the open. It's 
mostly small (though occa- QUENCES. ~t's open_~eas.?µcm,' ... .'~olicy; so have the federal ·. Day 1 of the pool project, not a minute too soon. 

paper. 



., 
~ .'j,;; '. 

John Cassidy, ~ce accused of starting last year's Fred.ricksburg Fire, and.Woodfords 
Volunteer Fire Chief,-David Zellmer, claim that last month's.devastating 'Acom Fire'didn't 

,· have to happen. Politicians are posturing,theU.S. Forest Service continues its investigation 
, and those of us who live in forests and·.wildlarids panic at the first sign of smoke. 
·r· . .· . . ::- . 

The Polities of Fire 



--.-:,7.,..;, - ,>-...... -c:-...... 
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. veryday, life begins in Woodfords, California (popu­
. lation 150) at the Wood.fords Station, a sort of coffee 
shop and not-so-general store. Over 300 baseball 

.· ·._ caps hang from the rafters, a cup of coffee is fifty 
cents· and the Sacramento Bee, the San Francisco 

... •. . Chronicle, and theNevadaAppeal are sold along 
/·, with the monthly Alpine Enterprise, which is Alpine County's 

--'.~,/. own publication. 
-. At the· counter sit the locals: Older men whose faces are lined 

· from years of exposure to the blazing sun and freezing cold, 
·:,_ · younger meri with lo~g hair and beards, women in business suits 

stopping for a cup before the drive to Tahoe or Carson, Native 
, American.s who rarely indulge in gossipy camarderie, two lesbian 

. lovers. Thef are all here, the threads of varying colors and tex-
. tures whichcoinprise the fabric of Alpine, California's most 
sparsely populated ·county. · . 

David Krrby, a ni~ with silvering beard and hair, a slight 
.. paunch and a preoc;cupied manner, pours coffee· behind the 

counter and takes customer's, chaecks' at the cash register near the 
front door. H;e is, like many of the long-term residents, a member 
of the local volunteer fire department 
.. The television over the counter broadcasts an aerial video of the · 
bl~cken~<f-hills which have officially been termed the 'Acom 

.Fire.\As:the'caniera pans.the area of Wood.fords, the counter-
sitt~is'.~lowlyjshake their heads in disgust. - . -
0 <·The's~ret?ij(d.o~:r creaks open and a young man with close­
cropped):t,.u;r;:;.olackJaced boots, dark green trousers and a lighter 
'greent:.'sitiilW,Afks Ill. \vii&xthe'is given a cup of coffee, he grasps 

,· '.it: with b,oth hands and dri~s it quickly. One by one the counter-
..• :'., _sitters rum to stare at the young man sitting at the farthest table. 

. At Wood.fords Station the-upper echelon of the social strata is 
. represented by a seat at the counter. When ·a non-local walks in, 
there is a tacit communication that they are to sit at the tables, and 
that . they will be served in good time. Locals come first. 

· . Up drive the Hertz rentals and Bay Area BMW s, and in walk : Th ' ' the Reebok--ed tourists, with their styled hair and twenty-five dollar ·. • . e . T~shirts·. They sit at the tables and you can almost see them delib-
. . . . •. . . . : :_ .. erately ~~so~~- ~e loc,al coi.or. They are in the country and it is oh 
_ .. , .... _ . s9 fresh . . _ . _ .. . . . _ . .· 

The tourists· sense the discomfort of the young man dressed in 
· ./green, the tension in the air is palpable, a young woman in a "Big 

· · . Ten" school sweatshirt captures it all in her journal. Looking over 

P·o·' ·.·.·.·. ·11· ti. C s '. her shoulder one reads, ". ~ . the back of their necks are sunburnt 
and that niust be where the term 'redneck' originated." 

The young man takes a dollar bill from his pocket, folds it 
peatly and s~ts ID:S cup on top of it. He ieaves. The conversations 

·;: at the counter resume. A man in a sport shirt asks Dave Kirby, 
"Do youtake American Express?" 

·. --< 'f' F . ' '' '.. One "of the older inen and one of the younger men are sitting 

-J·_·_ . . .-,. ·,··_ . · - ·1-r· e :::··:·. side by side;each.Wearinggreen and w~ite caps whichreaa. 
',Wood.fords Volunteer Fire Department.' lhey watch as the 
young nian gets into hi~ green, U.S. Forest Service truck. 

1987,SEli'l:EMSEFc:JHE.TAHOE READER.•,13 ·• · 

-------·------ .. 



- ?~~P~;~~~:~:~~{;~;~firstnews ~rts were melo-;~:r1i 1 ~tic and coyly insensitive, 
:; .,, : ·._ ttylllg to capture the pyro-drama 
: _· · -- unfolding at the Califomia-

Nevadit border. Camera crews closed in 
_on residents sifting through the burnt 
rubble of their homes, hoping to catch a 
teaiy-eyed woman clutching a fragment of 
china They_succeeded and the whole 
nation watched. 

Bold headlines screamed "2:! Homes 
"Destroyed, 6,500 Acres Blackened, State 
of Emergency Declared •.. " 

- But as the ash settled, as electricity 
and telephone service were restored, as 
highways were reopened and evacuated 
residents were allowed to return to their 
homes the headlines were more sobering, 

··''Residents, Forest Service Swap Charges, 

the area's third major f"m: in three years; a 
total 0(30,000 plus acres o(wildland 
have been destroyed. , - - __ 

Locals call last month's f"u:e the_­
'Woodfords Fire;' U.S. Forest Service 
officials call it the 'Acom Fu:e' (a refer­
ence to the canyon in which the f"u:e is 
thought to have originated). Whatvever 
it's called it cost reportedly cost 15 _ 
million dollars to contain the blaze, 5 
million dollars in property was destroyed. 
Crews totalling 1,500 individuals were 
brought in from 6 western states and 250 
residents were evacuated. 

Chief Zellmer claims that the U.S.· 
Forest Service displayed poor judgement 
in the early stages of the f"rre. He gives a 
detailed account using his department's 
radio dispatch log and information 

.. R6\9116t'Photo _ 

John Cassidy: Federal charges flied against him for starting _the Fredrlckburg 
· - . fire have been dismissed 

Volunteer:-Feds Let Tiny Fire Grow, Fire 
chief Calls for • Acom' Probe .•. " 

Inadvertently, Wood.fords Volunteer 
Fu:e Chief David Zellmer has become a 
media star. He is quick to point out that 
he has been interviewed by 40 different 
media, from major networks to the New 
York Times. He has also learned to spell 

· his last name carefully, and to display an 
adeptness with the press. · 

· But unlike most individuals who deal 
with the news media, Chief Zellmer is not 
a diplomat He is certainly not a politi-. 
cian; he is, simply put a residen~ of Alpme 
County since 1955 who speaks his mind. 

"You bet your ass I'm bitter," Zellmer 
says. "I live with these people. I work 
with these people. I socialize with these _ 
people. They're all my friends. Their 
kids-and my kids were raised together." 

The wildland fire which started on 
July 29 eventually blackened 6,600 acres 
and destroyed 28 homes in 6 days. It was 

' ' . 
gathered from interviews with volunteers 
who responded to the fire. · ·. 

-"The f"u:e call came down at 11:32 
AM," Zellmer begins. 'There was a 
tourist driving down Wood.fords canyon 
on State Route 89, eastbound. Skip 
Vietch (assistant sheriff) Gary H~sel 
(U.S. Forest Service, middle management 
person) and Bob Tucker (deputy sheriff) 
were standing near Wood.fords Auto just 
talking. The tourist stopped and said, 
"Did you guys know there was a'f"u:e up 
the road? · 

'They were only three or four minutes 
away. As Skip_ was leaving Woodfords, 
he called dispatch and this is where the 
11:32 ciune in. Woodfords Volunteer Fire 
Department (WVFD) was dispatched to 
the fire. They responded immediately and 
right behind them came the BIM [Bureau : 
ofLandManagement]engine. And· -
WVFD was immediately told that this· 
was a Forest Service ·wildland fue and _ 
they would take care of it," Zellmer .. --
explains.. - ,,,. · - :' _- . -_ · · 

The responsibility for fire protection -
on private land in Alpine County belongs 

. . . 

to the California Department of Forestry 
(CDF) which contracts with the U.S. 

, Forest Service (USFS) at 32 million dol­
lars annually, as part of a 5 year contract 
In tum, the USFS contracts with the BIM 
to help it_ with f"rre suppression. On the 
morning of the f"rre, a BIM truck hap­
pened to be at Woodfords. · 
_ "During this time," Zellmer continues, 
"I had five, six, seven; seven, I think, 
f"u:efighters at the scene ready to g<>­
si1ovels and back pump (five gallon 
container carried on the back with a hand­
operated pump) in hand. We were ready, 
and numerous times my personnel asked 
the Forest Service, 'Hey, what can we do? 
Let us help.' They said, 'No, this is a 
classic textbook situation. We've got a 
rocky bluff right here, we've got the river 
right here and there's no wind, no breeze. 

"Also at this time, my people kept 
-saying alright, let's go up and put it out 
and take care of it that way. 

"They were telling us that they had it 
under control, that they didn't want the 
volunteers up around the point of ignition 
because they were afraid we would stomp 
on evidence in case it was man made. 

"Helsel told Vietch the volunteers 
were not needed; to go home. Exactly 59 

, minutes after the fire was first reported, at 
12:31PM, we were told by Gary Helsel, 
that there was smoke over in Mesa Vista 
[a residential subdivision]. So my people 
went over to check it out We didn't 
know if it was smoke from this fire or if it 
was another f"rre. My people checked the 
area, we did see some smoke, but there 

. were no flames. At 12:55PM my engine 
was back in the barn at Woodfords; that's 
an hour and 23 minutes from alarm, to 
back to the barn. 

"Then at l:lOPm, 15 minutes later, 
Toiyabe National Forest dispatch called 
all units in Alpine County to secure any of 
the volunteer fire departments. In other 
words, tell them to go home; they are not 
needed. 

"At 2:24PM we were told to roll and 
stand by at Crystal Springs for structure 
protection and at 2:27PM we come out of 
the barn rolling. At 2:33PM I called for 

· mutual aid." '-
Zellmer emphasizes that during the 

f"rrst two hours of the fire, his department 
was told on two occasions by USFS per­
sonnel to gci home. 

. "The f"rrst hours are where most of the 
controversy is," Zellmer sighs. "After 
that it was total confusion." 

Although the USFS has not been 
, particularly forthcoming about the f"u:e, 
(claiming that the "investigation is 
ongoing")- they have released statements 
defending their actions. 

Jim Nelson, supervisor of the Toiyabe 
National Forest has stated: "Our review 
indicated that our judgement calls were 
correct I didn't see how any homes could 
have been saved. The pumper and the 
volunteers wouldn't have been useful on 
the steep slopes." _ 

Jerry Snow, public information officer 
for the USFS, stated: "We put everything 
that we had on the f"u:e. We didn't have 
the crews and we didn't have the people. 
One reason some homes survived while 
others persihsed," Snow said, "was God 
didn't mean for some of them to burn." 

He blamed dry brush and highly 
flammable shrubbery next to homes for 
igniting structures. But Zellmer counters 
that several of the homes which burned 
had vegetation totally cleared away and it 
was simply the heat of the f"m: which 
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caused them to bum. 
Terry Randolph of Toiyabe Nationa 

Forest stated, "I feel pretty bad about th, 
loss of homes, but I'm proud we were 
able to·save 103. It's normal procedure 
when guys get on the f"u:e to make a 
judgement of whether it's a volunteer­
type f"u:e or a Forest Service fu:e. This 
was on a cliff with seven to ten mile per 
hour winds. We_didn'tknow it would 
kick up to 35 mile per hour winds. The 
weather changed." 

The Reader's initial interview with 
Fire Chief Zellmer took place over Inner 
at Sorensen's Resort-in Hope Valley. 
John Brissenden, the proprietor of the 
resort says, "Contrary to the Forest 

_ Service, who doesn't live here, we know 

ne reason some 
homes survived 
while others 
perished was Go1 
didn't mean for 
some of them to 
burn." 
-Jerry Snow, 
Puplic lnformatior 
Officer for the 
U.S. Forest 
Service 

which way the wind blows and it blows 
hard every afternoon. When they have a 
Forest Service person who lives here for 
15 years, there may be some trust in the 
community." 

An area across from Crystal Springs 
Road, approximately 200 yards up a 
canyon incline has been determined as the 
point of ignition for the fire. It is the spot 
Zellmer spoke of earlier. 

Presumably, the Forest Service has 
taped off the area in order to conduct thei, 
investigation. Early reports blame the 
start of the f"rre on "human negligence." 

But all that seems beside the point 
All parties agree (tourists, :W oodfords 

. Volunteer Fir_e Department personnel, 
U.S. Forest Service personnel) that when 
the fire f"rrst broke out, it was confined to 
an area of approximately 24 square feet 

Zellmer and his personnel contend that 
had they been pennitted to climb to the 
area, they could have extinguished the fu:e 
with their shovels and back pumps before 
the afternoon winds started up. The locals 
knew the winds would soon begin to gust 
down canyon as they do almost every 
afternoon. 

"If anybody had gone up there, I don't 
care what kind of hat he wore, it could 
have been stopped while it was still a 
small fire," he says. "It was something 
like- 34 to 36 minutes before they had one 
person up there and we're talking only , 

200yards. . I 
- Lyle Smith, a retired Forest Superv1-

sor, Toiyabe National Forest (he was with 
the U.S. Forest Service for 34 years) 

1 claims that he has observed the Forest 
Service consistently institute policies in 
the past 10 to 15 years that alienate it 
further from the community. "When we 
were fighting f"ues we never had any days 
like this," Smith said. "When we hit a 
f"rre, we hit it with everything we had." , 

Smith went on to contend that federal 1
' 

agencies' actions are, ·more often than not, 



i:. :.;;~~~~;~i~~;;: . ::;~-::;~ 
based on_ a fear ofliability nth er than a . 
;ense of the need for action.· 

"Over the-years I think the philosophy 
)f the Forest Service fire personnel has 
,ecome that they·are God" Chief Zellmer 

-.,ays. "'Ibey're the only professionals. 
ey indicate this all the time. Right • 

..re, telling us to .go home; "Them guys, 
:hey're just a bunch of mountain guys; 
:hey don't know what they're doing. We 
ion' t want ihem around.' 

"They get to thinking that their 
1elicopter_:s and bombers [ aiq,lanes which . 
irop chemical retardant] can do it all: All 
,fa sudden they don't need us grunts. I 
;till got a hoe, a shovel, the pack on my 
Jack •.• I'm sure there's a need for infra­
"ed and helicopters, but there's still a need 
:or us guys to do the hand work," he con-
:ludes with exasperation. . 

Zellmer quotes USFS personnel as 
;tating that the fire, whiJe•it was in its 
!arly stages, was a textbook situation that 
:hey intended to use as a 'training 
ixercise.' "Go ahead," he says, "and tell 
:hose guys whose 27 homes are nothing 
nore than black char . .- . that's a hell of a 
raining exercise." 

Many residents claim that they were 
irevell(ed. from· saving their homes by law 
:nforcement. They also claim that in 
nany instances USFS personnel refused 
o help fight structure frres because they 
,.,ere not trained to do so or because they 
tad not been given orders to do so by 
heir supervisors. . 

"We had a lot of problems once the 
'ire got rolling," Zellmer said. "Our 
nutual aid people came in from Reno, 
::arson City, Truckee Meadows, East 
c'ork, Tahoe ... Those guys would come 
n and say, 'Chief, what do you need, · 
Nhere do you want us?' I'd say, 
:Freelance. This is total chaos. Pick 

nething. Do something.' 
"The only people I can honestly say 

·:,i'I.,;· .... ; .... ,. . 
·put a back frre; especially witlt winds 'ihat · . .-·is generally directed at himself. He refers 
are parallel with the canyon. Whenever to himself as the·'Fredrickburg Firebug' 
you set a backf"rre you have to have· some- and tells-of a time when the ·volunteers · 
sort of line; either-man made or natural; · · · were discussing·ge~gjackets made up 
And most of all" says the Chief, "you've · and he picked the name 'Sparky.' 
got to have so~e kind of crew to back up · . But the humor is there to ease the pain. 
on the other side because the wind will . John Cassidy who came to Alpine County 
blow tlte embers across. to be alone, has been deeply scarred by · 

. "They backfrred here on Crystal the Fredricksburg ordeal. 
Springs road with winds in excess of 35 . He is currently clearing a site for a 
miles per hour. There was no line except new subdivision on Crystal Springs Road, 
for some roadway and there were no directly across and downwind from the 
engines for back up. Two Forest Service· · origin of the Acom Fire. "When I saw 
people came in, torched i_t and got in their the smoke" he says, "I thought, oh no, 
pick up and left. · · another one's starting near me.'' 

'The frre went across the pavement,· · . He was (along with Dave Kirby, Bob 
. got into a dense growth of manazanita, ' Tucker, Skip Vietch, Jason Cook and 
created its own wind and that's what wen~ Bobby Stephens) one of the initial 
tlrrough Woodfords and Mesa Vista. · · · __ ,._,-volunteers to the 11:32 A.M. dispatch on 

"The next day after the frre had burned·, 
tlrrough," the Chief recalls, "they came · 

:· back into Crystai Springs and on the south 
canyon wall there was nothing behind · 
those houses but nice vegetation. They 
had bombed [ dropped chemical retardant] · 
and even established a line up on the . 
ridge. They came in the next day and 
backfired that whole ridge. It's one big" 
charred hill tliat neverneeded to be 
burned in the frrst place." 

The Acom Fire is the fourth in a 
series of annual frres that have plagued 
Alpine County. Last year there was the ' 
Fredricksburg Fire which was smaller in : 
scale (burning 3,400 ac[!!s), but no less ·: 
controversial. . · · · · · 

At the center of the controversy is a 
· 37-year-old man named John Cassidy. 
Cassidy who was then and is now a 
member of the Woodfords-Volunteer Fire · 
Department, is a native Sari Franciscan . · 
who came to Alpine County 12 years ago 
for its tranquility. · 

At the time the Fredricksburg Fire 
(1986) started, Cassidy was operating his 
back hoe near the area of origin. Federal 
investigators charged him with starting 
· the fire because the machinery he wits 
using allegedly did not have a spark 
arrester. 

"Is the older people. They can't start· 
over. And this ftre didn't have to liappen. 
On a windy day, you don't fight ftte with 
frre. It's that simple." 

The Alpine County Chamber of 
Commerce has set up a relief fund for 
local residents. Hoping to raise a total of 
$50,000, the committee has already 
raised $27,000 ( mostly in local contrtliu­
tions) and distributed $10,000. 

California Lt. Gov. Leo McCarthy 
declared a state of emergency, ihereby 
giving residents who lost their homes a 
tax break when rebuilding, as well as tlte 
possibility ofobtaining low interest 
federal loans for reconstrcution. 

Both Senator Chic Hecht of Nevada 
and Representative Norm Shumway of 
California have done a lot of posturing 

ou don't fight fire 
with fire on a 
windy day. It's 
_that simple." 
,:_John Cassidy· 

Cassidy maintains that he saw the frre 
start, but that it was some 300 feet away 
and upwind from where he was working. · 
Several witnesses claimed.that at least 
seven vehicles were in the vicinity 
(including a motorcycle) as well as 
children at play. 

David Zellmer, Woodfords Volunteer Fire Chief 

that refused me [help was U.S. Forest 
Service. They stood right there and said, 
'Find my supervisor.' I can honestly say 
that on a stack of bibles," Zellmer says. 

The Fire Chief cited incident after 
incident of a lack of cooperation between 
himself and the USFS. "There were two 
4,000 gallon Forest Service tankers 
sitting at the Diamond Valley School 
[used·as a staging area]," he says. "I was 
running out of water at Crystal Springs. 
We were holding our own, but I could see 
it was starting to get us. 

"It had already melted the reflectors 
off the trucks, all the hose bed covers 
were burnt and gone and the paint was 
dripping down the side of the trucks. · 

"One of the sheriff's deputies goes 
over to the school and says, 'Hey, the 
Chief needs some water at Crystal Springs 
and the guys say, 'Sure.' They start up 
the trucks and a Forest Service guy comes · 
waving his hand and says, 'F- the Chief, 
he ain't running this.', " Zellmer con­
cludes. 

On the issue ofbackftres (a situation 
where controlled frres are intentional! y 
-~c to remove fuel in the path of an 

urning fire), Zellmer becomes clearly 
JignanL 
"A canyon is-not the greatest place to 

July 29. Along with his fellow residents 
he fought the fire for its duration. 

Nonetheless, Federal charges were· 
brought against Cassidy (they have since 
been dismissed) and he endured nearly a 
year of attention from botlt the Federal. 
and State government personnel: He is. 
still charged with failure to use· a spark · 
arrester on grass-covered land under the·· 
California Public Resources Code, a mis-

Cassidy tells of a time shortly after the 
frre was brought under control. "We were 

· all on the ground just exhausted. And this 
: . reporter from the Record-Courier comes 

up and starts asking us questions. She 
gets to me and I tell her I don't want to 

. . . talk about it. She keeps pressing and 

. demeanor. 
"Just look at this John Cassidy de;µ," 

Chief Zellmer says with ch~teristic 
Alpine County loyalty. "He ran around 

· .here for years, making a living, doing a. 
good job, the best he could, without a 
spark arrester on his trac10r; He didn't 
know he needed one. He's done work for • 
the state, the Federal government and the· 
county. They_ never told him he needed 
one andthey hired him to do the work.· 

'Then they think he may be the one 
who started the Fredricksburg Fire; But · 
in years past they never said a word about 
a spark arrester. So where does the onus 
fall on something like this?" Zellmer asks. 
. John Cassidy leans into you as he 
talks, and jabs tlte air with a Camel filter 
to make a point. He always makes direct 
eye contact and he possesses a wit which . 

·· Zellmer interrupts and tells her who I am. 
She looks back at me,'' Cassidy laughs 
and says," 'You're still here? '" 

The story is illustrative of something 
· that frustrates Alpine County locals and 

baffles outsiders. The residents of this 
community possess a sense of loyalty that . 
borders on self-righteousness. And that 
loyalty is based on trust and honesty. 

· . · Cassidy' s fellow residents rallied 
. around him tlrroughout his ordeal, and he 

fought theFredricksburg Fire as well as 
the Acom Fire. Of course he did; he 
lives there. 

. · In·a place where a sense of community 
· is stro~g, the fabric becomes more tightly 
woven in times of tragedy. 

"What really bothers me" Cassidy says 
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about tlte possibility of pushing for an 
investigation of the frre, but no really 
strong commitments have been made 
(Alpine County has approximately 700 
voters). · 

"The beauty of it's gone," Chief 
Zellmer says. "And in our lifetime, we'll 
never see it again. 

"In my office I don't have no big 
diplomas.or anything that makes me on 
the same level as 'experts.' I don't even 
pretend to be. But we at Woodfords and 
Markleeville, we know how to get out 
there on our trucks and put water where 
it's needed," Zellmer continues. "It may 
not be according to the book, but it's a 
survival thmgtous-notjustajob and 
that makes us work harder." 

-Don Reg!5-Bilar 

Additional Research: Candace Kelly, 
Lake Tahoe; R. Alan-Pryor, Lake Tahoe 
and Alpine County ~ 



_ ·s:· ·.·_ . :. ~~ething is wrong in the forest A 
. · -· nsmg undercurrent of restless· 
· · · .. wony pervades.:.danger. · The · 
smoke fills the air as fear spreads like the 

. wildfire behind it. -
_ Run-run fast, get out, where is out? 

The doe springs off as panic rises leaving 
. the fawn confused by the noise and heat 

and the live coals that bum her tender 
hooyes._Rwi--,,-the pain is great but the 
fear is stronger. · 

And the fire bums. The lungs gasp for 
air but smoke fills them. Panic beats with 
the rhythm of her pounding heart. Skin 
on fire, delicate ears nearly burned away, 
eyes blinded by smoke, muzzle bleed­
ing-:--the fawn's fmal collapse is near. 

Then, a shift in the wind, and the fire 
bums on a course around her. Some of 
the panic dies, smothered in exhaustion, 
but the pain and thirst go on and on. 

So it would seem for one small 
SUIVivor of the recent W oodfords fire. 
When a trre rushes through their domain, 
wild animals only want to get away, but 
they don't know how. According to 
Cheryl Millham, Director of Lake Tahoe 
Wildlife Refuge Care, "Wild animals do 
not think. The frres throws them into a 
panic and they only want out." _ 

Cheryl and her husband maintain tlie 
wildlife refuge in their home. It is an in­
dependent, non-profit, volunteer organiza­
tion whose function is to raise and 
rehabilitate and release Oiphaned or . 
injured.wildlife. Although they had no 
officiai capacity to cross into the active 
tire zone, they stood ready to receive the 
injured survivors of the fire referred to 
them by the Department ofForestzy and 
the fire fighters. , . 

. · Cheryl says that birds have the best 
chance in a fire: Most can fly high above 

'the flames to ·safety; ij:owever, the ones 
left in the nest don't stand a chance and 
July.is nesting season for many of our 
native species. Small mammals scatter 
and run. They don't have the sense to 
burrow below the fire and are often 
caught within the flames. The ones that 
do go underground still face the possibil­
ity of suffocating as smoke fills their 
holes. · 

Deer and "domestic animals can outrun 
the fire, but in their panic, they are often 
trapped by the flames. They have no 
directional sense and have been known to 
run straight into the path of a fire. One 
frre fighter reponed seeing a young buck 
do just that; he only made it about 50 feet 
or so before he dropped and was con­
sumed by the blaze. 

FIRE.BURNs.Morui°THAN FoREsT AND ScRUB 

, Wildlife· in· the Flames 
Cheryl reminds us that, "The mafu . The sage and bitter brush that is the 

thing is to be aware that animals can live natural winter range for deer has been 
through a tue, but many have injuries that burned away. This loss, when added to 
need medical care and should not be · ; the loss incurred by the Fredricksburg foe 
picked up .•• " Anyone seeing a sick or of last year (that borders the Wooclfords 
injured animal may call Cheryl Millham fire area) has had the cumulative effect of 
at 577-CARE. . . . nearly wiping out most of the deer winter 

Elwood Davis, Fish and Game range. It will be many years before the 
Commissioner for Alpine County, brush returns. This will cause great 
estimates that five percent of the deer her4 hardship to the deer. Those that do not 
in the immediate area (roughly 20_ . move on to other feeding areas will 
animals) were wiped out Most affected · starve. 
were the fawns; though it is :hard to say . Rick Jameson, the fellow in charge of 
how many. July is the heaviest fawning · the committee for rehabilitation of the fire 
month, so there were many fawns to fall area and Forest Hydrologist for the 
victim to the flames. Very young fawns: -- Toiyobe National Forest, paints a bleak 
can easily get separated from their . . _ picture for the deer herd. He says, 

· mothers.in the confusion, and those that- "Although some consideration is given to 
survive are easy prey for predators, "the the wildlife, there is more concern about 
dogs and coyotes that are part of the · erosion control than deer winter range. 
natural clean-up crew. · The deer could possibly be left out on a 

One .such oxphan was found by a . limb because emergency bum funds must 
resident of the foe area and taken to the go to re-establish ground cover. This 
wildlife refuge. The two month old fawn ground cover may not necessarily be what 
had extensive bums to her ears and some · deer prefer for winter feeding." 
parts of her body. Her hooves were liadly The deer have come back to the fire 

.. burned. The hardened outside covering · . : area, so says Elwood Davi~. They have 
was totally burned away by the live coals · · 

been observed scrounging around for 
small islands of greenery. The Fish and 
Game Department has dropped off hay to 
bolster their decreased food supply. Mr. 
Davis has hopes that some local funds 
will be found to provide hay for the deer 
this winter when times get really tough. 
He says, "This will be a necessary 
measure to take some of the load off the 
ranchers because the starving deer will be · 
into their hay reserves." 

Even now, the returned deer are 
foraging along the fringe area of the fire, 
eating all available plants and flowers in 
the yards of those residents spared by the 
fire. Historically, deer, even elk, almost 
always return to their home ground after a 
fue, even though there is no food avail­
able and they are forced to forage in other 
areas. Some misguided instinct keeps the 
deer on the barren waste that was once 
their home, leaving them to face the 
ravages of winter and possible starvation. 

This writer can only hope that the care 
and kindness extended to save one small 
fawn from the effects of the fae will not 
be wasted. 

-P.J.Wilson 

Ms. Wilson, who is originally from 
Saranac Lake,New York, has resided at 
South Shore for su years. 

leaving the tender flesh exposed and .. ' · ,, ,..;..---------------------------, 
prone to infection. She was also having · 
difficulty breathing due to smoke inhala-· · 
tion. . . _ _ _ ·. 

Much loving care and feeding were-· 
necessary to bring the tiny creature back ·­
from death's door. But Cheryl Millham is 
happy to report that the little doe is doing 
very well. Half of her ear tips that were 
burned will never recover, but her hooves 
are growing back'(much like a fingernail 
would) and the infection caused by the 
burns is gone. Although kept in a special 
area on carpet donate,;!. by. a local mer­
chant, soon she will join the other fa"jl'Ils 
at the refuge until late September. At that 
time, they will all be released together 
into the wild. Tiie delay on their reloca- _ 
tion is to allow hunting season to end so 
that the animals will have as much a 
chance as is possible. 

Their chances may be slim, indeed, for -
the major effect of the fire will be felt by 
the deer this winter. The area of the fire · 
was approximately 6800 acres. Of that, 
about 3000 acres was prime deer feed. 

A Forest May Not . 
Re-establish Itself 

It's Not 
·Second 
Nature 

. Fires in other areas may cause 
greater losses but other conditions­
soil, climate, species, etc.- permit or 
even encourage nature and man to 
bririg them back in a reasonable length 
of time (with varying degrees of both 
difficulty and success). The condi­
tions are then at least similar to what 
existed before. 

But this ab1ility of nature and man 
to re-establish an area does Mt exist 
with most of the easts icle areas. 

To the east of the Sierra Nevada 
lies the area known as the Great 
Basin-a desen by definition-and a 
precise line or boundary between what 

M 
y fast visit to Alpine i~ desert ~d/or_what ~ non-desen '.s 

.Country following the difficul~ if not I~pos~Ible, to draw, 
· Woodford's (Acom) Fire vegetatton, precipI~tton'. wa~h~d 

was a very reluctant one. Having seen and other fa7tors yield diffenng Imes. 
portions of other recent fires in that area A_ny area ad1acent !O such vastly 
as well as many other Eastside Fires ?i£ferent geograp?!c features would be 
(east of the Sierra Nevada crest) in the m a state of transitIO~-
Ias't fony years, I thought I knew what · ~~ overall tren~ m the ~reat . 
to t Basm IS towards drier condittons With 

: e;= wrong. or without man:s activities. If this is 
· ·.t . . ~ · · · · What I saw was far worse and true, then does It not f?llow th_at the r---~----~ --~---_-~7: =~o:~;e::r:i:!t:1:;tin this ~:;:~~a~:;!°:!~;e~e~ a 

I · · · · · ·1 part of the west Obviously,partof maJor way-such as by _fire-may not 

I ' MARGARET MOLLOY,. Massage. The;apist I the reason for this was the losses relllr? _or be returned t~ Its fon_ner 
incurred directly by the people c_onditton .. .at least not m our life-

-I 1169 Ski Run Blvd. at Tamarack ·I involved-the real and personal tunes? . 
I SllZ I propeny destroyed. S~ve your pictures. . ? 
,1 NepheleCenter ◊ 916-544- _ I - Whiletheselossescannotbedis- Didyoueverseeaforestdie. 

J counted, I was vividly reminded of an 
I $1 o· 00 . old fire prevention poster (produced, I •· Qff · · I_ believe by Cateipillar Tractor circa 
I ·• AccGpf~ssure . . • Sports Massage -1 1950's) depicting a logger obviously . 
I • Shiatsu: F1r~t Massage • Swedish Massage I exhausted and dirty from fire-f!ghting, 

· wuh this coupon · -- I leaning against his Cat with an area of 
I • Polarity. · •·Deep :nssue Massage burned forest in the background. The 
I .-. - - I 

· 4 caption read: "Did you ever see a 

-R. Alan Pryor 

Mr. Pryor is a registered professional 
forester in California and Maine. He 
has taught Forest Technology in 
California community colleges and 
been a forest consultant at many 
locations in the west. I OFFER EXPIRES QcroBER ONE, 1987 2 HOUR ANSWERJNG MAC!IINE I fior:_est die?" . 

COUPON NOT GOOD WITH OTIIER OFFERS BY APPOINIMENT ONLY .J 
--------------------~---- L-----------------~-~-------~ 
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U.S. Sen. Chic Hecht of 

Nevada Monday called for a new 
investigation into recent forest 
fires in the Eastern Sierra· after 
a meeting with top U.S. Forest 
Service and Bureau of Land 
Management officials. 

Hecht made the request after 
meeting with Forest Service 
chief Dale Robertson and BLM­
Director Robert Btirf ord in his 
Washington, D.C., office. 

He called the meeting follow­
irig his "Chat with Chic" tour 
Aug. 25 in Minden,· where he 
heard complaints from 
Nevadans involved in the recent 
Acorn Firefa Alpine County just 
south ·of\Gardnerville. Some 

Nevadan~: lost prop~rty: irifth¢ 
California fire and··complained., 

· that local firefighting /efforts>. 
were h·ampered by ''.federal 
"bureaucracies.'~:, · · ,: 

Others said thefedet~l ~gen.Cy i 
botched the initiarattack on the·; 
July 29 blaze by· using. ina1>:/ 
propriate backfires before·crews : 
were ready and not calling in air·:: 

· tankers early on. · , · , · 
The agency leaders also heard) 

charges that some firefighters· 
. stood by while homes went tip in· 
flames. ·: '. . 

Some of Hecht's aides totirel 
the W oodfords fire~dan;iaged · · 
area..A,,g.25. . ,. · .. · 

"Many of these people lost . 

ev~r,;tliing they had,'' Hecht 
said, in a news release. "They 
have legitimate concerns that 
serious Inistakes may have cost 
them their homes - mistakes 
that.':must..be prevented in the 
future:'' Burford and Robertson 
agreed ,to the new investigation . 
and told Hecht that any mistakes 
in policy or execution would be 
rem_edied, according to the news 
release:; 

~ '·"\~ .... ,, ' . ·. Also· attending the Monday 
meeting in Hecht's office was 
State· ,Sen. Dean Rhoads of 
Tusca:rora,· Nev., chairman of 
the. Legislative Committee on 
Public Lands. ,'. ", · · 

,v•,. ,,.•.:•,•, • • 

Rhoads ·asked what remedies 

r fir, 
'. ',.'i,-

r ~ , .i . . . . ' . ~ -,~ ~r.' . : . ' .. ., ·_l ~i 

would be available to Nevadans 
· who lost their homes in Callfor­
m a, either low-interest 
guaranteed loans or government 

·· uabilty for damage fr.om·. fires 
that may have started.on gover~ 
ment lands. The · agency· 
spokesman reportedly' said both .· 
alternatives would be ·con- , 
sidered. : . : · ·' '· · :·:. :_: 

Hecht also asked that ail'btfrn~: 
ed acreage be rehabilitated.anq ,, 

. reseeded to prevent erosion and , 
future fires. . ) // ,; 'r 
· "If federal · fu:nc:iirig',')im,its 
become an impedimant toariy of,, 
. these absolutely. vital.progralllS, : 
I \Vill do everything ~)ny:power i 
as ',a· U.S. senator~to::_clear the~J 

.·way for them/' Hecht said .. ,.·· ./' 



.ocal stars In the 
~ of Robert Con-
1ountain Rangers 
t, Harry and Tom-

Tom Watkins, 

director Robert Conrad, Judy 
Farnsworth and Rick Stevens. 
Not shown, John Crawford. 
For details, see Letter from 
Alpine. R-C photo 
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Hollywood comes to Markleeville 
Several local Alpiners made building, whose customary C 

Hollywood history last week in silence is broken only by the tt f 
the "on-location" shooting of hum and swish of quiet office e e f f Q ffi 
CBS's new TV series, High work and the friendly chatting of 
Mountain Rangers. . the _county workers, was crowd- Alpine 

The Alpine County Courthouse ed with people rolling cameras 
was the·location for the first throughthehalls,untanglingthe by HEIDI HOPKINS 
episode in the series which will spaghetti of electric cords, call- Robert Conrad. He also stars in 
be aired beginning in January. ing on their walkie-talkies for an it along with his two sons, Shane 
Locals Judy Farnsworth, Bob actor, • a rehearsal, a take 9r a and Christian. 
Watkins, and two Alpine County coke. 
visitors Harry and Tommy They kept the justice court Conrad presented the idea for 
Fryed were hired_ off the streets clerk busy with their requests the show in a film produced last 
to assume various walk-in roles · . for signed warrants and other year. Though generally panned 
in "The Trial of Jesse Hawkes." judici_al props. ("I'm using dif- -by local residents, the producer 
Deputies Rick Stevens and John .. .ferent file numbers than we use obviously. felt the movie had suf-

. Crawford we~e hired to play · in . the county,,, explained ficient merit to warrant a TV 
themselves. For $75 a day, it . Justice Court Clerk Linda Helsel series (and sufficient merit to 
wasn_'t bad_work. with a blush.) · · warrant production costs· 

averaging over $200,000 a day, 
The Alpine County Courthouse · . The show is produced anl with five to six working days for 

never saw such bustling! The · directed by Bear Valley's each final, hour-long TV show). 

The 50 crew members and cast 
will be based at Lake Tahoe for 
the next three months to shoot 
the entire series. 

The "rangers" wear skintight 
grey stretch pants and the ac­
tresses all are tall, thin and 
blond, nothing of wl)ich relates 
to Alpine County or the Sierra. 
Of course not. This is 
Hollywood! 

Lights, reflecting · screens, 
camera tracks, production vans, 
.intent crews and general 

,,mayhem filled the courthouse 
·· parking lot for a week, drawing 

onlookers to Markleeville. The 
General Store's Bob Rudden 
reported ·good business as a 
result of the filming but, he add­
. ed, it was hard to provide change 
for all those $100 bills. 



I 
Ill 

I s • 
I 

1, ~,-, . ~i~fl17. .·~ ... 
Efforts to plant $255,000 worth· · Forestry. Nevada Division of 

of seed in the Woodfords area is Forestry inmate crews also will 
; , . expected to begin in the next two do hand work. 

, ! weeks to minimize erosion pro- However, the work will not .. 
blems from last summer's solve all the erosion problems 
Acorn Fire. expected in the first year, accor-

Project · director Mark di_ng to Johnson. Tho_se p:oblen;s 
Johnson said drilling on private . will be ~vei: greater if this year s 
lands. to plant about 40,000 runof~ is high or even average, 

. pounds of seed should start next he"said. . . 
week. A contract for aerial If we had all th~ money m the 

· drops of seeds in steeper areas world, we wouldn_ t be able ~o 
sh()uld be finali:.r,'d in the next · st0P all the eroswn t~at will 
two weeks he added. come off the s_lopes and mto the 

._ ' creek," he said. "But once the 
"We hope to be done with . plants are established, it should 

aerial seeding by Oct. 15," really provide some erosion con­
Johnson said; '·The drilling will : trol." . 
take at least 20 days, if the. Residents.who want to give in­
weather is good. We hope to be . put on where work is.needed can 
done with that by the end of Oc- , contact Leonard Turnbeaugh of 
tober." · Alpine County at (916) 694-2255. 

· ·--. · . The multi-agency effort is l)e:c . - The Acorn Fire started near • 
. ing carried out by the California __ Crystal Springs in late July, 
: ,:<Conservation .Corps, Alpin·e: -destroying 24 homes and 6,500 : 

lt ~oi.nity, the ~.S. ~o.r~t _S~rvice . ·:acres, about half private_lancls 
nr:.:~nd the Cahforma; D1v1s1Qn of ~ and the: rest forest lands. :• - 1 - . . .•-• ·_ ,· ,,._ - ... . .. . - . - - . . ' 

i' '.·• , 

L::Fire invest,ig_ators·:· 
.. ·~· ._:> . ·: ~ ·"·\ -~-:~:-.,.. -_.--;_ ·:·-·· .-:~·:,.;.:::- ·.-.~, 

. .. ~ . 

. seek local testimony 
~-~ /6/tS-/!'7 

An Acorn Fire investigative 
team is seeking public testimony · 
tomorrow from those who have 
input or criticism about the way 

. the July 29 blaze was handle~. 

The deadline is Friday, Oct. '.. 
16, wheri the independent team 
will hear testimony, according 
to Dolph Frisius, assistant to the 

, Alpine County supervisors. 

People interested in talking 

with team members can contact 
Frisius at work (916) 694-2287 or 
at home (702) 265-2463 Thursday 
or even Friday for an appoint­
ment . 

_The new ·investigation was 
called to address Alpine County 
residents' concerns that the U.S. 
Forest Seryice botched the in­
itial attack on the· fire, and 
claims that homes could have 
been better protected. 



How.has the 
:'.to~tball strike\ ;~ • • ": '. . ' '' ' .. , . ' ·•, "' 't::wl·'~f~B ~ 
'.::·affected y6U'?:\}:.'. .KA••" '1' i::;1"'1ii 

· ,::,?•i', . i.':: , : ·:,:· ··-·. •,: HAMANN BINGGELI 

,,:' ': '': :~,:i\·:'~;!¥~k:'.::?:,;: ~;:~ :~:'.*:~i•,i~f~~~~'~f·:,:. ,~;:,+;j:f~io~ibgi~d~::t. ·(,. ' ' ';;:' !~~::?rrE~' 
'·· · · · '' ·: · •. ·• · ' · .: · , ... · .. · ' ,-· ball fan, gets more most wives would 

·. projects done appreciate. that 
around the house. answer. I guess 

it's not American 
to say you don't 
like football; 

Clerk · · · 
' ' I enjoy having · .. 

,,,;:: Sunclays with my 
· .· husband and not 

have the TV blar­
ing. · 
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'DARIENNE. 
PAINTER · ·· 

. , ·.Cook. 
· ' :. . My husband is a 
· · baseball fan, so I 

.don't really care. 

. ·.·SHIRLEY 
·• .BUNDY .· 
Housewife' 

I'm angry. I love 
·pro football. I'm 
not really pro-

. owner or pro­
football, I just 
miss my football. 

DALE BOHLMAN 
. · Postmaster . 
. I'rri getting more 

done around the 
yard, but I'm go-· 
mg through 
withdrawals. 
There's nothing 
else to do. 



Fr~~~r L~8H. Matlack 
Over 100 frien,ds from Alpine B . . Seventy-five-year-old Bob 

and Douglas counties joined · 'tt ·f Jackson ·of Markleeville -(Leah 
together on the Hawkins Ranch : e er f0ffi ·called.him "Hot Springs Bob"),. 
to honor Leah Matlack-who died - . developed a . friendship with . 
following a car ·accident in the . A In in e· .. Leah during a hard time in his 
parson. Valley. . -w--_:;:;.--'-~~_..;..----t-ife'''fo1toWifig--tlieaeattr·oc-rus,· 

, . . . by HEIDI HOPKINS . w1fe; Leah was there:to greet!: 
Leah had ~ecently move_d to -side.··,._ .... · .. \'.·•('· :_': ··:\,'him when be arrived\at -~he< 

the ol~ ~aw~ms place surround- ·. . , !She · took -good care of·: ·p?ols: ~ecause of probl
1
emsw1th 

,e? by its ancient apple tre~ ~nd things," said' Dorothy 
I 

who~ h1sv1s!o.n, Bob couldn t a_lways,. 
pmes. She was care~uUy_f1~mg _ .. rented her home to Leah for one . , recogmze everyone el~e m. the. 

· .,up_ t~e . ramshackle bu!ldmg, winter~ . __ . • .• . . .. ·. . . .i: ., J?OOl. Leah would let ~1m know 
.· chmkmg the cracks for wmter .. -,:· ;; > •: .. ; : ·•. · ··· ". ·. • .. ·. who was there. If she was not springs, Bob never wore out his_ 

·. , , \: · She was a: lifeguard at Grovers · _The G1gh~, often ~ady users of_ . · busy herself, she would sit down welcome with Leah. · 
. .1, ,-Hot Springs and was ·known to the _hot sp_rmgs,:sa1d ~hat Leah . ·for a chat. . · _ · . "She'd give me a warm,· 
, :many of,· the· hot spr_i•ngs rad1~t~d such enthusia~m and . · "She liked people. She loved to welcoming hello each day as if 
, ·: ;_''regulars" for her open, friend-· love for. people that, m tµrn, · hear of their travels," he said. she ·hadn'.t seen me for a 
. :)y'manner and warm heart. · everyone responded to her .. · · Leah included Bob in her life ... month." . 

... ,.y,;'_,, . · · · · · Leah's corneas were donated · She drove him places when he "And that's what I think now: 
· Dorothy Betts of Marklee · for use by another,. something couldn't drive himself. He'd take When I get to those pearly gates 

· Village said she will always which Gina Gigli found truly ap-. her out to dinner and. the two myself, Leah's going to be there 
remember Leah leaning over propriate: ''Leah walked in ·,would share stories and friend- with her 'Hello, Bob! Guess 
the hot springs fence, watering . beauty. Maybe another will see ship. who's here!' And she'll tell me 
the wildflowers on the other things as she did." Though a daily user of the hot all about things.". 



II IV~~l_lY~l~J,I ~ LU.~t:t:f\ 

£)_ • \/jctir'ils'-colllplaintS 
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An independent review of the July 29 Acorn· · with the Nevada State Division of Forestry; and 
Fire that destroyed 6;550 acres will be con- Roy Percival, BLM associate dfrector. 
ducted Oct. 15-17. · . · . ' . ., Also on the team will be Dick Bacon, state fire 

A team willanalyzesuppressicmresponsearid ···• 'planning and analysis member with the U.S. 
visit residents affected by the fire as >well as Forest Service; Kenton Clark, director of fire 
county officials and firefighting ,· agency management for the Pacific Southwest Region; 
members.. . • •:". .·.;-;, ·... ..· ·. Doug Bird, director of,fire management in the 

The review team will complete its study and · . Intermountain Region and an Alpine County 
issue a report by Oct. 31, according to ;Forest representative. · 
Service Regional Forester Stan Tixier. · ' 

"Members of the community are encouraged · Alpine County residents have complained 
to present facts or express their concernsto the that the U.S. Forest Service botched early 
review team," Tixier said. "However, you must. firefighting efforts. They claim the agency set 
have an appointment to do so:'' . • , . · . , . inappropriate backfires and did not call in air 

Those with input can contact the Alpine Coun- .. support early on: ' · 
ty Board of Supervisors at (916) ·694-228i for an · · Agency leaders also heard charges that some . 
appointment. · · .. · · · · · . firefighters stood by while homes went up in 

Members of the review team·are Gary Tokle, flames, claiming they were trained to handle 
fire specialist for the National Fire Protection wildland fires, not structure fires. 
Association; Donald Perry, chief of the.Santa "We believe that this review will help identify 
Barbara County Fire Department; Dick Day, ways to improve cooperative wildfire suppres-
with the California State Department of sion activities along the Sierra Front, especial­
Forestry; Lowell "Lody" Smit~, state foreste~ . · ly where homes are involved," Tixier said. 
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· Lisa Ch·acon top-ranked in Northern AAA 
. It should come as no surprise win at South Tahoe and Incline. 

to · find the Chacon family's · The Tiger girls defeated South 
name on top of the Northern . Tahoe on Tuesday, 15½-12½, 
Nevada AAA tennis ladder. before strolling past Incline on 

Sam Chacon was one of the Thursday, 24-4. 
league's best boys, if not the "The girls 'are playing 
best, during his four-year varsi- beautifully. They've really 
·ty. career at Douglas High started to come around late in 

, . School. He graduated in June, the season," reported coach 
but now his younger sister has Joan Chacon, whose Tigers are 
stepped up to the top of the girls fifth in the Northern AAA stan-
bracket. dings with a 5-4 record. 

Lisa Chacon is the league's In addition fo Chacon, juniors 
No. 1-ranked girls singles Crystal Morrison and Dina Gigli 
player, a position the sopho~ore h~ve been consistent performers 
has earned by racking up 36 con- in singles play this season. Both 
secutive victories to date during have experience: Morrison has 
dual match play. played No. 1 doubles for Douglas 

She extended that streak last the past two years; Gigli played 
week as she beat eight opponents in the No. 2 singles slot last 
to help the Douglas girls team season and doubles as a 

freshman . 
Both contributed to last 

week's wins against South Tahoe 
and Incline. Morrison beat each 
of h~r eight opponents, and Gigli 
went 3-1 in the two matches. 

Chacon has come a long way 
herself. Last year, she compiled 
a 41-3 record that was fourth best 
in the league, but then lost in the 
zone tournament quart~rfinals. 
She has beaten everyone so far 
this season, including a Sept. 15 
win against Manogue's Kerri 
Garcia, the Northern AAA zone 
tournament runner-up a year 
ago. 

Chacon boosted her stock last 
weekend by earning consolation 
honors at the Northern Califor­
nia Junior Grand Prix Cham-

pionships in Santa Clara. She ad­
vanced to the 16-year-old age 
group semifinals, where she. 
dropped a three-hour marathon. 
to Cory Hughes of Modesto, 1-6, · 
6-3, 6-4. Chacon came back to· 
beat Jaina Moultrie of Berkeley 
in the consolation · match, a. 
noteworthy win because she had• 
lost to Moultrie in the Nevada· 
State junior tournament finals in: 
August. 

Douglas' regular tennis season 
will come to an end today when 
the girls team plays host to Hug 
while the boys squad travels to 
Hug. They then will have a week 
off before the Northern AAA 
zone tournament Oct. 16-17 in 
Reno. 



Fl LUNG UP. Airplane ~ont'r~ctoncii~:[)i~iii' , Acorn Fire. The $350:000 project should cut 
-helps load grass· seeds into an ·aw·aiting air- . down on erosion problems this winter; R-C 
craft. Aerial drops,. of -seeds began' Tuesday .. photo. 
over higher slopes damaged.ir(1~$fsumine(s:,; · . 

:----c~,-,--~-~~·~•'--"ri~·. ·.:' ·· ... - · .. ,.. __ .....'..:....f.c_; __ ·-•i, .• -. . , .. - -., ... -c-'---~-------~ 

ine f se clih •· project 
t ·.· 11'Yln,g:stcirl'in · 

~ I / • '\ ; • ~ , 

0 ierr 
\ ( ,·\:t'.;\':':,.>,./· .. , :.·:,,: _: ~ :· ~: 1'. _- ' 

by TREVA ZELLER· work; Which took only one day. costing a total of ·$256,500 
Staff writer , 1 · Drilling is expected to take 20 could take root this fall, accor-

, . .· days if the weather. stays good. · ding to experts. 
Reseeding efforts in Alpine Officiais·are beginning work Federal and state officials 

County took off Tuesday with the · · almost three months after the took quicker action following the 
help of two Turbine Thrust'. July· 29 Acorn Fire destroyed Acorn Fire because of the many 
airplanes, carrying seed for 6,550. acres and 24 homes in the structures in the fire area that 
aerial drops in the fire-damaged Woodfords area. · .· . ··.. . , could be damaged further by 
Sierra slopes. . They estimated that 200 struc- erosion, according to Johnson. 

Simultaneously, drilling work· tures. could be sus'ceptible to. Work . on last . year's 
to plant seeds began on lower · wind and water damage with the· Fredericksburg Fire won't 
slopes in an effort to cut down on · start of winter storms· and the begin until this fall. 
erosion problems expected this· loss of vegetation, which .nor- "Where the fire occurred this 
year. · ' · : mally slows erosion. • year there are real high winds," 

"The goal is to reduce erosion: · An eminent hazard is blowing Johnson said. "When the winds 
in the long run," U.S. Forest Ser- dust and ash, and flooding could kick up_ it can blow particles 
vice project director . Mark . occur with mud and debris build- against a house and rip paint off 
Johnson said. . , . , .. ; .. up in rivers and streams.· and damage windows." . 

"There should be real protec- ;r, _But the biggest foe in · At least two homes in the 
tion by next fall. It would be 7-10 , .rehabilitating the Woodfords Voight Canyon area are in 
years if we waited for natural/' .area are loose soils, according to . danger from flooding because of 

. vegetation to grow back:.This:is ,;: J:ohnson. When different grasses · their location, Johnson added. 
· simply to close the window down. ,fake· root, it· should prevent Improvements to 500 feet of 
to 1-2 years." · . , .·. . .' ·:, " . , winds .from blowing the soils stream channel will be com­
. Agency officials ' hired . ·crop ·: ··against sfructures, he explained. . pleted to protect one home. 
duster Gary Dibble for the.aerial Some of the expensive seed -

,', ,, . ' '. 
Continued to pa9e 6 



1p1ne: HeseedihQ underway. 1 

. Continued from page 1 

Congressmen who heard 
residents complaints about the 
handling of the Acorn Fire, in­
cluding Nevada Sen. Chic Hecht, 
have urged quick reseeding ef­
forts. 

However, the rehabilitation 
work also takes on a different · 
priority when comparing both 
fires, according to Johnson. 

In last summer's fire,· more 
homes are involved, the area's 
terrain is different and winds 
are more volatile, he said. And 
this year's fire damaged more 
erosive National Forest lands, 

he said . 
. "With the Fredericksburg 

fire, there was more a mixture 
of lands and mostlv 

. ranchlands." Seeds wouldn;t 
. have taken 'in some of the the 

more rocky terrain damaged in 
the Fredericksburg fire, 
Johnson added. 

Crews working on the Acorn 
Fire area will plant mainly 
perennial seeds, which stay 
green longer, Johnson said. · 

Work will not include tree 
planting because mostly 
brushland was destroyed, accor­
ding to Johnson. Enough timber 

survived to allow natural 
regeneration, he added. 

Work also will include contour 
felling and fertilization . 

The Soil Conservation Service 
is funding 80 percent of the pro­
ject with the Alpine County 
supervisors and California Divi­
sion of Forestry providing 20 
percent funding on private 
lands. 

Work will be done on 5,110 
acres of the 6,550 acres damag­
ed. Total cost of the project is 
estimated at $233,000 for the 
private land and $110,000 for 
forest lands. 



Top Tiger 
Lisa Chacon is Douglas 
High School's first repeat 
athlete of the week winner 
of the fall season. Chacon;_ · 
a sophomore, earned the 

season with wins against 
Carson and Hug last week. 
Chacon will be top-seeded 
in girls singles coming into 
the Northern .AAA tourna­
ment this Friday and Satur­
day in Reno. R-C photo 

I recognition by capping a 

1 perfect 44-0 Northern 
' Nevada AAA regular 

1·-. ----

t ---------· ·-



vi 
:At' ,1121 if'l 
·' Authbrities · Should make bet-

ter use of volunteer fire depart­
I ments1\and local resources in 
i .• battling ,this region's forest fires, 
I 'a .leader· of an Acorn Fire in-

. !1 vesdga.qve teamsaJd. 
/ . Biit !Jhe 'U.S. Forest Service, 
1, the. le~d agency handling the• Ju-
1 ly . 29 :: blaze, used appropriate 
!Hii;efighting strategies. for the 
1! conditions on that day, accor­
\'.<ding to team leader Gary Tokle. 
Ji Tokle made the announcement 
11 of the' team's general findings 
': this week following a three-day 

re:vie~ lhursday through Satur­
day; i:t' 

More :specific findings are ex­
. pected to be released in a report 

after Oct .. 3L .The report. will cor­
respond 1with the findings of 
Alpine County's · own investiga-
tion: \ 1 • 

It's expected to suggest steps 
foi• improving communication 
among federal, state and local 
residents involved in fire protec-, 

tion. 

11s-fc,r 
' ,, 
I 

! 

"We're trying ti> make our 
report unbiased," , s.aid Alpine 
County Supervisor ])on Jardine, 
a member of the teitm. '·'We told 
everyone we weren't a grand 
jury looking to hang anyone, 
We're looking for the facts." 

Those who want to place 
blame for what went wrong dur~ 
ing the July 29 blaz~ may have to 
look to other investigations be0 

·· ing conducted, according to Jar­
dine. 

Some fingerpoin( ing may be . 
seen in the county's independent 
study or by any investigations 

· conducted by those suing the 
,. federal government and the 
' Forest Service. · 

"This was not a '.witch hunt," 
: Jardine said aboi;1t the team 

study. "I was a littWsurprised to 
•· find that some of the things 
, reported as fact were rumors." 

As an example, Ile said some 
1 complaints sugges/·;ed that the. 

re r tiO 
' : : ' 

Forest Servke and BLM fought on but members were $ent 
over who had jurisdiction at. the' .away .. In turn, Forest• Service. 
fire site, which allegedly caused· defended that, deeisi~n, saying 
delays. . .. . . . ' , that the volunteers were not pro~ 

"There .may have been some perly· equipped to handle a 
(argument) but we never heard wildland fire in the. steep ca~ 
any hard evidence.,, nyon. 

The panel had :access· to the In addUion, some residents 
Forest Service's own investiga- charged that homes could have 
tions into the fire . and a been :better protected by federal 

· preliminary report from Alpine firefighters who said they were 
County's investigator, R.L. not trained t.o handle. structure 1 

Byornsen. · . fires. , 
Some Alpine·county residents . The 10-member .investigative 

have criticized the Forest. Ser~ teamdncluded federal, state and 
vice's .initial attack on the fire, · private representatives who are 
claiming that authorities .. spent recognized as authorities in the 
too much time organiiing and field of fire management. 
not eqough time attacking the . About 26 people testified: dur-
blaze when it was .small. ing t,vo days·of hearings afTur-

Other charges were that the tle Rock .park. 'They incl\Jded 
Forest Service set improper ranchers, · Forest, Service , and 
backfires that expanded the fire · 'BLM' officials, fire experts and 
instead of stoppingJt. local residents. · 1• 

Woodfords volunteer fire chief Residents are seeking gr~ater 
Dave .Zellmer said his crews fire protection from the CaJ.ifor- . 
could);iaye put,oLtt:th~ fire early • ni,a .. pivis~on ,of.. 

1 
Forestry. 

I 
i 



In . estigators' report II 

I 

TREVA ZELLER 
._ .a ff writer . 

Two separate probes into the 
Acorn Fire disaster found that a 
lack of communications among 
agencies led to major problems 
in the initial attack of the July 29 
blaze. 

They also cited Alpine 
County's lack of an organized 

· disaster plan and interagency 
training as · contributing to a 

! breakdown in the initial attack. 
\ "The working relationship 
between the local and federal 

• agencies with disaster manage­
. ment responsibilities were less 
: than totally effective in manag-
ing the Acorn Fire," a review 

' team report said. · 
, There also was. a lack of a 
, common radio frequency, it 
· said. ' 

Both studies released this 
, week were in response to 
residents' claims that the U.S. 

, Forest Servic~ botched the in-

on fir r s s 

itial attack on the fire and could 
have done more to save homes . 
The fire destroyed 24 homes, 
damaged at least 50 others and 
burned 6,500 acres. 

However, the reports differed 
slightly on whether actions · 
taken by the Forest Service 
were appropriate. 

According to•. a review team 
consisting mostly of fire experts, 
the agency's actions were ap­

. propriate for the observed condi~ 
tions. · 

However, Alpine County's own 
investigator, R.L. Bjornsen, 
found some · faults with Forest 
Service action, but he stressed 
that the outcome could very well 
have been the same. · 

Bjornsen, who retired from 
the Forest Service after 30 years 
and now runs his own fire in­
vestigation company, interview­
ed more than 60 people over a 
one-month period. He submitted 
a draft report to supervisors at a 
meeting this week. 

A main problem seen by 
' Bjornsen during the initial at­
tack. was that incident com­
mander viewed the fire from a 
slight distance rather than at the 
fire site. The commander 
thought he had an adequate view 
of the. fire and did not want to 
bother firefighters, Bjornsen 
said. 

The incident commander also 
called off some engines and 
resources· when he first reached 
the fire, about 15 minutes after it . 
was reported, according to 
Bjornsen. 

"The focus then zeros in on 
· whether . there was sufficient 
sensitivity to the fire's potential 
for escape, given . the . existing 
and predicted weather;.'' 

"There should have been no 
modification of resources called 
for in the initial response under 
the Toiyabe dispatch plan.An ir~ 
refutable, time-tested doctrine 
of wildfire firefighting is hiCeril 
hard, hit 'em fast, .keep them 

r slightlY 

small." 
In his draft report, Bjorn.sen 

said conditions were extremely 
dry on July 29 'and afternoon 
winds were easily predictable. 

f'Nc;>t enough attention was 
given to fire danger conditions 
existing on the day the fire 
started," he said in the report. 

The fire was·· first sighted 
about 11 a:m. in a rocky hillside 
with an average 70 _percent 
slope: Large boulders were just 
north of the fire and vegetation 
blocked a a: good view of the fire. 

Crews that arrived im-, 
mediately set up fire lines and 
hoses but were ' hampered by 
winds, terrain .and the erratic 
nature of the fire, which kept 
jumping lines, according to 
Bjornsen. · 

"During my intierviews a con­
sistent remark wras made that 
the fire did not seem to be doing 

. much in the earrly stage, ap­
peared easy to comtrol, and they. 
thought the firefig;hters were not 

Con•hn 0eJ o I"\ 
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aggressive enough in their at­
tack." 

But that's how it would appear 
to laymen and those . viewing 
some distance. from the fire, 
Bjornsen adde.d. The view was 
deceiving . because of rocks and 
vegetation, and the fact that dry· 
fuels made combustion. almost 
complete, producing little 
smoke, he said. · 

"Fire line construction often is 
a slow, methodical process, 
especially when orie is working 
on a steep slope," he · said. · 
"Typically a lay person would 
be deceived into thinki11gthe.ac~ 
Uon was too slow." . · 

Bjornsen cited several factors 
that caused problems in the in~ 
itial attack.· Once the blaze 
jumped the front line, it.became.· 
a literal· fire storm and little 
could be done; he said., 

There were long lapses when 
water wasn't available and the 

.· radio }inking the incident com­
· mander with a ·foreman.a:t the 

': .' ._;,<·:·;<i;~-·:,t.'';,'-,::,-,:,:.·. ' 

site was not operating properly, 
according to the report. 

It was never clear whether 
volunteer firefighters were told 
to leave, according to Bjornsen, 
who added that. the incident 
commander did not know those 
crews were nearby. 

Bjornsen agreed with agen­
cies that volunteers weren't pro~ 
perly equipped for this type of 
wildland fire. 

· . There also was an hour's delay 
in the arrival of an air tanker to 
drop fire retardant' be.cause 
nearby resources were. tied up, 
according to the report. ·· . 

Bjornsen iriterviewed 
residents, volunteer firefighters 
and agency firefighters· as we11 
as witnesses during the initial at­
tack. The fire is believedto have 
been man-caused. 

"There were undocumented 
cases where. people becamE 
frustrated with lack of initiativE 
by agency personnel to. · figh1 

c.ontinued to page ! 

Cooperation needed 
Continued from page 1 

structure fires," B jorn&en said. 
But he added that the rumors 
were not substantiated and 
mostly firefighters put their life 
on theHne to protect structures. 

"A bystander asked a group of 
agency engines to take action on 
some threatened houses," he 
said. "They (agency 
firefighters) were out of water 
but were , severely criticized 
before they could explain." 

Bjornsen also found that lack 
of fire prevention measures con­
tributed to some structure loss. 

He supported retention of the 
Forest Service as the agency 
responsible for wildland fire pro­
tection on state and private 
lands, under an agreement with 
the California Division of 
Forestry. 

Among recommendations 
listed in both reports were: 

• The Forest Service and ap­
propriate counties, including 
Alpine County, should complete 
pre-attack plans for the Sierra 
Front area. Alpine County 
should become more involved. 

• The Forest Service should 
take steps to provide ap-

propriate public information 
training to all involved in fire ac­
tivities. 

• The Forest Service should 
offer interagency training for 
area firefighters, including 
volunteers, in Alpine County. 

• Alpine County should assist 
in providing basic structure fire 
training to wildland fire agen­
cies. 

• An Alpine County fire mar­
shal should be hired to coor­
dinate volunteer departments 
and to carry out new Alpine 
County ordinances for fire pro­
tection measures. 



~You 
said it! 

What do you 
think of 

billboards in 
Carson Valley? 

\ \,,, 
Ji 
It' 

JUDY WARREN 
B"uslness services 

I don't agree with 
them for aesthetic 
reasons, but I 
understand the 
tribe's reasoning. I 
understand that 
the tribe is trying 
to be more self­
sufficient and I ap­
plaud them for 
that, but I don't 
think this is the 
way to do it. 

MICHAEL 
WARREN 

FTrefighter 
I think it's wrong. 
They look ugly no 
matter where they 
are. 

MARY HONDA 
Mother 

You can't print 
what I'd like to 
say. I don't like it. 
I think they take 
away from the 
beauty of the land, 
and they detract 
the driver. 
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ROBERT LANGE 
Receiving clerk 

I have no reason 
to say they 
shouldn't go in. I 
don't have any ob­
jection to them. 
What I'd like to 
see is a light go in 
at Pinenut Road 
and Highway 395. 

BARBARA 
PHILLIPS 
Teacher 

I'm not sure. 
There are some 
people who put 
them up tastefully 
and some who do 
not. I haven't seen 
them ( the new 
billboards) yet. 

'=-

\>;. 

'~·<f 

MADELIENE 
MELLBERG 

·Retired 
If they' re not ail 
bunched together, 
they don't 
necessarily 
detract from the 
landscape. But I 
wouldn't like a 
bunch of them 
down there (south 
of Gardnerville). 
That's what I call 
honky tonk. 



IAJ furyf 
Aaron Estes 

~ ~ 
gram through the Rotary Club of 
Reno. She lives in Tonopah. 

Barnes is student-teaching at 
Silver Peak Elementary School 
in Goldfield and expects to 
graduate with a dual degree in 
elementary education and 
special education in May of 1988 
at the University of Nevada­
Reno. 

Barnes has four sons and three 
grandchildren. 

She says, "I believe my life 
has become far more diversified 
since leaving" Gardnerville. · 

• • • 
Mark A. Nagel, son of ~ 

A. and Judith I. Nagel of 
Markleeville, has been pro­
moted in the U.S. Air Force to 
the rank of airman first class. 

Nagel is a biomedical equip-

Uverheard 
1~/z_2.-/P7 . . 

ment maintenance specialist at 
Lackland Air Force Base, 
Texas, with the 3261st Medical 
Services Squadron. He is a 1983 
graduate of Douglas High 
School. 

• • • 
Air Force Reserve Airman 1st 

Class Christopher R. Mantynen, 
son of Robert E. Mantynenof 
Markleeville, has graduafed 
from the U.S. Air Force aircraft 
maintenance course at Sheppard 
Air Force Base, Texas. He is a 
1981 graduate of Santa Rose 
(Calif.) High School. 

• • • 
Send news of people in 

Douglas County to Overheard 
Editor, The Record-Courier, 
P.O. Box 158, Gardnerville 
89410. 

Births 

jamin weighed 9 pounds, 4 
ounces at birth. 

Caroline and Kenneth Estes of 
Gardnerville are the parents of a 
baby girl, Aaron Margaret, born 
Oct. 7 at Carson-Tahoe Hospital. 
Aaron weighed 6 pounds, 10 
ounces at birth. 

Wellington are the parents of a 
baby girl, Arianne Marie, born 
Oct. 8 at Carson-Tahoe Hospital. 
Arianne weighed 7 pounds, 6 
ounces -at birth. 

Benjamin Wood 

Erika Smokey 

Teresa and Stanley Smokey of 
Dresslerville are the parents of a 
baby girl, Erika Nowel, born 
Oct. 2 at Washoe Medical 
Center. Erika weighed 9 pounds, 
5 ounces at birth. 

Arianne Smith 

Tina and James Smith of 

Mary and Russel Wood are 
the .... parents of a baby boY, ~­
iamin John, t>orn Oct. 14 at. 
Carson-Tahoe Hospital. Ben-

-------=--=--=--=--=---=---=--=--=----_----------------~---.--_ -~--_ -_ -_ -_ -_ -~--_ -_ 
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Tennis 

Lisa Chacon 
third at zone 

Lisa Chacon breezed into the 
girls singles semifinals during 
Northern Nevada AAA zone ten­
nis tournament play Friday in 
Reno. Perhaps it was too easy. 

Chacon, who came in as the 
No. 1 seed in the girls bracket, 
stumbled in the semifinals 
Saturday morning at the Plumas 
Courts, losing a two-set decision 
to Joanne Klum of Reno. Klum 
won, 6-2, 6-4, to advance to the 
championship round, where she 
was beaten by Manogue's Kerri 
Garcia. 

Chacon did return to the court 
less than 30 minutes after her 
defeat and outlasted Reno's 
Christy Marsh in a three-set bat­
tle for third place, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6. 
Chacon won the tie-breaker by a 
7-5 score. 

The Douglas sophomore now 
advances to the state AAA tour­
nament Friday in Las Vegas. 

The top four players from the 
Northern and Southern zone 
tournaments qualified for the 
state final. 

Chacon was given the zone 
tourney's No. 1 seed after going 
through the regular season with 
a perfect 44-0 record. She reach­
ed the semifinals by dispatching 
three straight foes, including 
Douglas teammate I;>ina. Gig!i, 
Michele Trease from Carson and 
Reed's Ann Shebler. Chacon lost 
just one game along the way, but 
the ease in which she won may 
have turned out to be a detri­
ment, according to her coach 
and mother, Joan Chacon. 

"I think it was too easy. It was 
tough to get up for a hard match 
after having three easy ones like 
that," the Douglas coach said. 

Incidentally, Klum beat 
Chacon in the zone quarterfinals 
last year. 



. 
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FUN RUN. The Coyan family 
of Markleeville were among 
the runners in the Just Say No 
fun Run recently. From left 
are Josh, Adam, Wanda, Gary 
and Gary Coyan; not pictured, 
George Coyan. 

'Say No' Fun Run raises $50 
The Diamond Valley "Just 

Say No" Club donated $50 of its 
$100 proceeds from an Oct. 11 
Fun Run to the Woodfords fire 
Disaster Relief Fund. 

T-shirts bearing the Just Say 
No logo were given to all con­
testants, which ranged in age 

')ffi 5 years to adults. Fruit and 
JJ.ice were provided by the 
Alpine County· chapter of "Up 
With Kids." 

According to Lynn Walker of 
"Up With Kids," there are 35 
members of the Alpine Just Say 
No group, and there are plans to 
sponsor chapters at schools in 
Douglas County through the 
Douglas County Recreation 
Department. 

Michael and Judy Warren of 
Markleeville are dedicated 
sponsors of the group in 
Markleeville, she added, who 
worked hard to get kids in the 
area involved. 

Just Say No clubs include 
groups of children aged 7-14 who 
are committed to not using 
drugs or alcohol. The first club 
was formed in inner city 
Oakland in January 1985. It was 
inspired by a talk by First Lady 
Nancy Reagan. There are now 
more than 10,000 clubs nation­
wide. 

The clubs will be organized at 
Douglas elementary and middle 
school levels first, Walker said. 
President of a fledgling group at 

Carson Valley Middle School is 
Albert Ramirez. 

Among the prizes to be award­
ed at the Fun Run were Raley's 
gift certificates, Carson Valley 
Inn dinners for two, Out­
doorsman gift certificates and 
pizzas. 

This week is Red Ribbon 
Week, sponsored by Californians 
for Drug-Free Youth of the 
California Department of 
Alrohol and Drugs. Its motto is 
"Drug-free youth will make a 
strong America." 

Red ribbons decorate cars, the 
school and even the local police 
car, according to Walker. 

"People are so supportive of 
the program," she said. 
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Alpine 
officers 
elected 
The members of the Alpine 

Student Council Officers for the 
high school students of Alpine 
County who attend Douglas High 
School recently were elected. 

President is Curt John; vice 
president, Amber McGeein; 
secretary, Dina marina Gigll; 
and treasurer, Rick Taylor. 

Members of ffie Student Coun­
cil Advisory Board are Jason 
Warren, Ann Robinson, Renee 
Balvorson, · J 2ey Charii\ler, 
D"eeDee Dressler, Cassandra 
Fred, George· Covao, Brandon 
Belsel and-Bea,ver, •Jame;-,-
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Still working 
Members of the Pine Grove 4 Conservation 
Camp clear charred brush and timber nearby 
homes as part of continued rehabilitation 
work from last summer's Acorn Fire. The 
conservation crews are low-security inmates 

who are trained by state officials in 
firefighting and clean-up. A conservation 
camp is proposed in Alpine County and will 
be considered by supervisonnn-November. 
R-C photos 
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TV film crew. shoots at Markleeville's Cutthroat Saloon 
by LYNNE WOODWARD find an unfailingly polite, hand- cluster o(young actors discuss- ly auditioned for her role as a 
Special to the R-_C some .blonde actor, Christi;m ed a planned "assault on Dead waitress. She wasn't given a full 

Conrad, ... or~ering an anchovy Man's Peak." script, but was told where and 
It was your usual, smoke-filled pizza. · . · . . . They discussed it endlessly, when to- appear, always asking, 

bar, complete with Friday after- · One of the surprises about the ·• peering over a map, eating pizza "Who ordered the double an­
nocin drinkers, but the quiet was crew for the proposed TV series· · and shooting pool, repeating the· chovy?'; For this,. she earned 
extraordinary until the director was the courteousness.of the en:· same• dozen· lines under hot about.$350 for the day's work -
yelled, "Cut; sa_ve,'.'. ancl.J.hE!n it . tire __ cpmpany. Two.· Cutthroat. cinema lights, as the. scene was. and a .tale to tell her five adult 
seemed that ·everyone exhaled . -regulars, engaged in a long-term . shot. from different angles. On. children. 
at once. . shuffleboard contest, .g·rumbled take hine; as if on cue, each one 

ff d h. 1· t'l h di • The reporter's offscreen role 
In Markleeville's Cutthroat loudly_abp. u. t being· asked. to quit: . mu e 1s mes, un I t e rec-

t · t' ct' "K · · was .to'hold_ the pizza·in a hall 
Saloon, patrons remarked that They· ·_\Vere· in.· ollified by·. the film· .. or cau 10ne , eep your · · th h th' · · closet and hand it to her. Since 
the normally garrulous pro- . crew's· invitiation 'to·•sit at· the· energy up, even oug 1s 1s a 
prietor, Mario, known for his bar. as mm: exfras. map scene." . . . 1 • all is not reality in the movies, it 

· p h · th · t 1 · ct' must be revealed that the real 
salty remarks, was unac- · · ' · · · · · er aps e mos re axe 
customedly quiet. He was • 1 

• Not so fortunate was the young member of the crew was a hand; anchovy pizza was .. trashed in 
helpful even to an electrician woman who . entered in full some, dark-haired actor, who favor of a 'more-colorful ham-

. .. n,alrnim an.-1 ~hlnaotnna.~h;,l,ln,l .. sa· 1'ct" 1·n'' h1··s· role· he·has· an affair. ··u··u·,·,,;.:.1··"·p1'zz·a•"'\v·n1•'c"•n· -,;,·ent ... f.'ro··m"'"" -~wno-- cunioea· onto a box- ··to .. ···-··--,.- ---- ...... -~,,, .. v ~,uuuvu ov , ., . 

disconnect the garish neon beer T-shirt, loudly proclaiming that. with someone's wife, but he had- piping hot to agglutinate cold 
sign glowing across from the she has· just caught all the fish. at been killed off in a scene shot the during .·the afternoon retakes 
b . Indian Creek Reservoir. After day before: ·_; before it, too, was consigned t~ 
ar · · · · · her second te.quila gold, she was · ! the garbage Only when the chain broke on . Also sitting off-camera, sipp-, · 

the big light over the pool table, 86'ed by Mario, her chance at ing a soft drink, was the very- During two hours' observation 
did Mario look agitated. A few stard0m totally dashed. . recognizable actor, what's-his- from the hall closet, the plot 

· minutes earlier and a couple of · Over and over, four. crew name, who ·played Dr. Buzz never really did unfold , and• 
the "High Mountai_n Rangers'' members .were pressed into ser- · Stryker .for a year on the TV when Kathy said that the filming 
principal actors. might. have vice (o '.'smoke it up." Then they-. soap "General -HospitaL'-' - In- · might continue to 9 p.m., your 
been hit by the falling light. stood around the pool table, puff~ ''Rangers,": hf;l's the · goo'cf reporter staggered out of the 

Things may never be quite the ing wildly on cigarettes before brother, trying to· calm an ob-. dark,.smoke-filled bar, tripping 
same at the Cutthroat, known the actors could speak. noxious sibling who is spoiling over _electrical wires, hysterical-
more as a mountafn man's . A real ranger, the company's for a fight with the rangers. ; ly grateful for fresh air and 
·watering .hole than the sort of technical adviser, lounged . One of the '.'locals," attractive. sunlight-for the drive back to 
establishment. where one would against' a wall, observing as. a Kathy Thomas of Sparks; actual; . Gardnerville. 

SCENE. The inside of the 
Markleevllle Cutthroat Saloon 
was the scene of the filming 

of a Robert Conrad TV show. 
R-C photo 
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1 -ye r·ol tri s a at acting 
by LYNNE WOODWARD 
Special to the R-C 

For 12-year-old Tommy 
Kerley of Gardnerville, "High 
Mountain Rangers" may signal 
a film debut. The new TV series, 
scheduled to be shown on either 
Monday or Wednesday nights 
beginning in January, has been 
in production for a month around 
the eastern Sierra. 

Shooting last week was in 
Alpine County. where local mer­
chants were generally happy 
about the increased business 
brought by the actors and film 
crew. (See related story, page 2) 

At the Shady Lady Restaurant 
. in Markleeville, a waiter 
remarked that the filmmakers 
were extraordinarily pleasant 
people. 

Tommy thinks so, too. For his 
role, shot at Lake Tahoe, he was 
coached offscreen by one of the 
series regulars. He was handed 

· a script with a half dozen lines, 
told what to a·o and when to 
speak, and, like the trouper he 
is, he did it. 

His scene was shot with only 
three retakes. Riding astride a 
horse behind actor Christian 
Conrad, Tommy points out the 
spot on a mountainside where 
his "younger brother" is trap­
ped. The scene will appear in an 
episode · entitled "The Com­
petitors," scheduled to be aired 
about the third week of the 
series. 

In the story, Tommy has 
slithered down a mountainside 
to find help for his little brother. 
He doesn't fall onscreen, but he 
gets pretty well scratched up 
with makeup. And his new 
Levis, already torn at the knees, 
worked out perfectly, said his 
mother, Nancy Kerley, since he· 
was supposed to get scuffed up 
by his climb. In one scene, Con­
rad actually did take a fall on 

some sharp rocks, but complain- Previously, Tommy appeared 
ed only mildly that "these aren'.t · as the young George M. Cohan, 
rubber, you know." . singing and dancing in a Carson 

During his day of shooting, · · Valley Theatre Co. production of 
Tommy did his school work in a '' George M ! ", and the 
motorhome offstage, taught by . "Horseshoe Review" staged 
the wife of one of the actors. here last summer by Peggy Her­
When he returned to his classes nandez of the Sierra Nevada 
at Carson Valley Middle School, Dance Company and voice 
his mother reports that he was coach Karen Chandler. 
actually ahead of his He has been promoted by Her-
classmates. . nandez, his mother says, and has 

During the filming, the two of been coached by Gianpapa and 
them also ate lunch on location Chandler for drama and voice, 
with the film crew and actors, but, if the series stays on the air, 
including Robert Conrad, father this will be Tommy's first "pro-
of one of the "rangers." fessional" acting experience. 

Tommy had tried out for the 
role, along with dozens of other 
youngsters, at the urging of 
drama coach Joe Gianpapa of 
Pacific Performing Arts in 
Sparks. The affable young actor 
was the last to read, but his 
naturalness caught the attention 
of the casting crew, and the role 
was his. 

Did he like it? 
"You bet I did," he says en­

thusiastically, his eyes dancing. 
And what will he do with the 

$300 earned from his day's 
work? 

. "A present for my mom," he 
said - and maybe a new pair of 

. Levis. 



SCRIPT. Tommy K13rley reads R-C photo 
his script for a TV program. 



Volunteers help seed 
in Alpine fire area 
On Saturday (Nov. 7), a group of volunteers , 

from as far away as Reno will meet at Douglas 
High School to lend their hands as part of the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service's Earth Team 
Volunteer Program. 

The group will meet at 8:30 a.m. 
They will help with the reseeding of burned-out 

areas of Alpine County below Emigrant Trail 
Road and above Highway 88. 

Jane Martin, local organizer of the group, coor­
dinated the effort through the Minden SCS office, 
which will provide equipment and technical sup­
port and guidance. Weather permitting, the 
group will hand seed areas that are too rocky or 
steep for drill seeders. · 

The SCS has contributed 80 percent of the funds 
through the Emergency Watershed Protection 
Program for erosion stabilization and rehabilita­
tion of the private lands damaged in the Acorn 
Fire, with the California Department of Forestry 
and the Alpine County :3oaru of Supervisors each 
contributing 10 percent. 
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Museum tour for 
students at DVS 

· by LISA WIXON 
Staff writer 

One almost feels like an 
outlaw upon entering the damp, 
dark and eerie jail cells on 
display at the Alpine County 
Museum located in 
Markleeville. Recently, tne 
students of the Diamond Valley 
School found delight in visiting 
the quaint museum that for 
them, was full of suprises. 

Mary Southerland, director of 
the museum, and her .assistant, 
Sheila Morgan, led kindergat.ten 
through 8th grade students who 
had the opportunity to' visit the· 
museum before it closed for the 
season. 

The museum closed on Oct. 25, 
and has remained open longer 
than . usual due to favorable . 
weather conditions and extra 
funds from the Chamber of Com­
merce· .. 

The museum includes the· old 
Bill Webster school house that 

· was built in 1882; containing the , 
original desks .. In .. 1968, 'to 

celebrate the centennial of 
Markleeville, the students drew 
pictures on the schoolhouse 
walls and signed their names. It 
was thrilling for some of the 150 
young visitors to see their 
parents' signatures on the walls. 

Among the students' favorites 
included a mannequin in the 
"general store" because it 
"looked so real." Also there was 
a blacksmith shop display that 

. had bellows co show how ii, ac­
tually worked. 

They felt the highlight of the 
:;.,museuriii.w'as being·abfe to·go in-
. side the old jail cells, originally.:. 

brought over from Silver Moun- • 
tain City, Calif. by wagon in 1875. 
They were then used at the old 
courthouse until a new jail was 
built. 

According to Southerland, a 
special mining exhibit is plann­
ed for next season, which begins 
late spring. She says they hope 
to get original or copies of old 
photos taken in the Alpine area. 
Anyone with information to 
shat.e should call Mary 
Southerland at 782-2738. · 
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FIELD TRIP. Waylon Donero 
.· closes his eyes and pretends 

he is back in 1882 when this 
. school house, now part of the 

Alpine County Museum, was 
still in use. All . Diamond 

. Valley School students had 
the opportunity to visit the 
museum before it closed for 
the season. R-C photo By Lisa 
Wixon 
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by JOYCE HOLLISTER 
Staff writer 

Gina and Ruggero Gigli. say 
they always wanted to run a lit­

. tle newspaper, but up until now 
they've had too many other 
things to do. 

"When we first moved to 
Alpine County 14 years ago," 
Gina said, "and there was no 
newspaper at all, Ruggero said, 
'Let's start a little newspaper.' "· 

Gina's answer was no; they 
were too busy with other things; 

Then the Alpine Enterprise 
was born, via Dr. Greg Hayes 
and. a non-profit corporation 
(Alpine County Forum). There 
were a few different editors and 
volunteers; then Heidi Hopkins 
took over running the publica­
tion for the past 2112 years. 

Hopkins· left · for Bay Area, 
and, when she first talked about 
leaving a few months ago, Rug- . 
gero started in again. 

"Let's do it," he said .. · 
Gina's standard answer,. 

"We're too busy,;; came readily 
back, but finally, she said, "I 
just wore down." 

They took over the paper. in 

I lis s lif. 

September and their first issue 
cameouf Nov. C .. 

"I have to .admit I always did 
want to do something like that," 
Gina said. 

The Alpine Enterprise is no 
lo11ge1° published . under the 
auspices of a non-profit corpora­
tion, but is now a publication of 
Villa Gigli . Press; th~. Gigli's 
printmaking operation. · · 

Gina is an artist and Ruggero 
an art promoter and food ;md 
win~ consultant. · 

Even in the short time that 
they've had the newspaper, Rug­
gero said the advertising and 
circulation has already greatly 
increased. He said it's because 
everywhere he goes to consult.on 
food and wine ( such as to· 
Kirkwood. ski area), he talks 
people into buying an ad and a 
subscription. 

People in the wine country 
where Ruggero of.ten travels, 
Gina .. said, a.re interested . in 

Alpine County and Lake Tahoe, 
and so buy ads or subscriptions, 
LUU. 

. He also picks up news tips. 
Ruggero convinced Gina that 

the Alpine Enterprise could be a 

ne\vspaper 
good business for them because 
of· his contacts, but they both 
look on the paper as belonging fo 
the people. 

''We hated to see the p,wer go 
down after all the har.d work peo­
ple put into it," Gina explained. 
"We are owners, but we want it 
to be the people's paper as .it has 
been, and we encourage all 
kinds of writers and 
photographers." 
··• Gina changed the paper's for­
mat from three to four columns, 
and so the first issue was a lot 
more difficult to put together 
because it was different. 

She said she changed the for­
mat because of advice from 
friends in the graphic arts, and 
because Ruggero likes it: It is 
easier to fold in half and read, 
held in one hand. It reminds him 
of his subway-riding days in New 
York. · 

Gina is the editor and Ruggero 
the publisher · and , business 
manager. She does the layout, 
too. 

· Sr1e w.rii.es a food and wine 
page. called the "Menu," and 
each month she plans to feature 

Continued to page 2 



exotic recipes from famous 
chefs that she knows, plus a local 
·recipe because "we have 
marvelous cooks right here." 

In the first issue, for example, 
she• wrote about a Spanish chef 
that she and Ruggero met at 
Sterling Vineyards in California, 
and a very congenial sort of guy. 

When they walked into the kit-
. chen and began talking to him, 
she said, "He didn't have a fit or 
anything." (Some chefs can be 
tempermental, and don't ap­
preciate being interrupted by 
people they don't know.) 

"I like to do interviews with 
artistic types, creative people. I 
have reporters write the 
political science because I don't 

like to be involved in it, but I 
know it's necessary in the· 
paper," O-ina said. . . 

Her reporters are Wilma Rule, 
who along with Irving Krauss is 
also a proofreader, Judy Baker 
and Donna McGeein, who also 
does feature articles. 

"We have the sheriff writing 
and the director of public works 
and etc., etc. - all the people in 
the community, and organiza­
tions, they're just writing away. 
We have all kinds of 

· colm;rmists," Gina said. 
· · ·· Also helping the Giglis with 

the paper is production assistant 
Barbara Howard. 

"I love it. I really do," Gina 
said. "I've spent sleepless nights 
and many, many long hours but I 

know it will get easier." 
The next issue will feature 

winter sports, the big attraction 
in Alpine County. Gina also 
hopes to delve into historical 
pieces, especially because 
Alpine County was recently 
blessed with professionally 
organized archives.· 

Gina is not new to writing. She 
has written for the Nevada State 
Museum (her book on Dat So La 
Lee is available at the museum), 
Nevada ·Magazine, WestArt 
Journal and the Nevada State 
Journal (now the Reno Gazette­
Journal). 

Ruggero said that when they 
were thinking of taking over the 
Alpine Enterprise, he called old 

friend and former Nevada Gov. 
Mike O'Callaghan, who now 
operates successful newspapers 
in the Las Vegas area. 

"I called him up, and I said, 
'Mike, Guess what? It looks like 
I'm taking over the paper in 
Markleeville. If I need help, will 
you help me?' And he said, 'Yes, 
just call up anytime.' " 

"If I have that support of 
Mike, I can do anything in the 
paper," Rugge.rosaid with a rich 
laugh. .. . 

Hsgems like the taking over .of 
··· the Alpine Ente.rp.dse has lived 

up to the Gigli's expectations. 
"We love to do it and we really 

like to see the paper getting 
along and doing better," Rug­
gero said. 

R.-C.. 



NEW OWNERS. Ruggero and Gina Gigli of 
Markleevilie just published the first issue of 
the Alpine Enterprise now under their owher-

ship. They say they've al\/\Jays wanted to "owr 
a little newspaper," and are enjoying the wor!< 
Jay Aldrich photo 





One--Room 
WMWrtttr JUr:•m•m 

Willia1n Poole 
DETOURS 

Bear Valley Road, 
Bear Valley, 
Alpine County 

W RTF~ 

he Tom Selleck bulletin board started 
years ago as a joke, a conversation 
piece, Trish Fedderly says. 

She was teaching sixth grade at the 
400-student Ready Springs Schopl over in 

. Nevada County at the time. Her students 
.i found out that she had a soft spot for the 
.hunky "Magnum, P.I.'' star, and started 

· bringing her pictures. Soon the pictures 
went up on a bulletin board, and when 

. Trish's students would run into her hus­
bi.J,nd, Jim, in the halls of the school, they 
would be sure to let him know. "Mr. Fedder­
ly, Mr. Fedderly," the kids would shout, "do 
you know that Mrs. Fedderly has pictures of 
Tom Selleck in her room?" 

All that was five or six years ago, before 
Trish Fedderly left Grass Valley to become 
half of a two-teacher team at Bear Valley 
School, the only elementary school in west­
ern Alpine County. Trish teaches eight of 
the school's 22 students - every pupil in 
grades four through eight - and the Tom 

William Poole, a San Francisco writer; dis­
patches his Detours.column biweekly from some-
where on the road. -

' ' 

chool in the ~llountains 
' -·- - •• ~ .... ' ' • • • • - •• , •• _j,_ ., ...... - • • • "" • • J:__ . :1 ,, ~ --- ·' ,, ' I 

I 
Selleck bulletin board is still with her: half a 
dozen smiling pictures beside her desk. 

But these days, the students don't have 
to ask if Jim Fedderly knows of. his wife's 
secret longing. It is fairly obvious that he 
must. Jim is the other teacher. at Bear Val0 

lef s one-room school - and at no time in his 
workday is he more than 75 feet from Sel­
leck's manicured mustache and mis~hievous 
smile .. 

No one knows exactly how many one­
room schoolhouses there are in California. 
The number changes from year to year. In 
1983, the California Department of Educa­
tion compiled a list of 41 one-room schools in 
22 qounties serving nearly 800 students; no 
one is sure how many schools have been 
added or subtracted since. I picked the Bear 
Valley School from the state's list, partly 
because I liked the sound of Jim Fedderly's 
voice and enthusiasm on the phone. "It will 
be fun," he said. "Come on· up and take a 
loo~." · 

ear Valley' is on State Route -4 - a 
levei area of open fields, granite 
boulders and lodgepole pine on the 

the ski area in the 1960s. There are a couple 
of ski lodges here, and a sports shop and a 
heavily timbered building holding a grocery 
store, cafe, post office and boutiques. 

North. of town is a residential Subdivi­
sion, more than 200 prosperous, alpine-style 
houses climbing the first ranks of surround­
ing hills. The great majority of these are 
vacation homes, some incorporating rental 
units, in which most of the town's 150 year-
round rei:idents live. · 

I find the school set apart on the edge of 
the villa~:e, near where the road starts to 
climb thii hill into the subdivision. It is a 
substanti:ll split:level building, ~bout a doz­
en years o)}d, built of brown-stained lumber 
in a mountain-modern style. On ,three sides, 
cool granite boulders and lodgepole forest 
edge clos!l to the big windows. Ou. the fourth 
side is a playground, and bank~d111nto the hill 
is a stmdy 40-foot-long wooqen tunnel, 
which in the snowy months provides the 
only access to the school's sheltered entry­
way. · j 

. I 
Last spring, a srnallbear tri~~ to wrestle 

the school's big boxy trash bin from the 
entryway out through this tunncll, giving up 
finally to peel back the bin's toµ, as if to say 
"Oh, never mind, I'll eat it heret 

:r~}~ ·:•·=:::,.: .. ~*~~ 
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4 }~;crf~~~ 
with glasses and a full, gray beard. 

His wife, Trish, arrives a short time lat­
er. She appears a few years younger than 
her husband, and has spirited brown eyes 
and a quick smile. "Come on in," Jim says, 
shaking my hand. "The place isn't exactly 
what you think of as :rune-room sehool." 
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we~tern slope of the Sierra at about 7,000 . 
feet- Beyond here, a side road climbs uphill 
to the Mount Reba Ski Area (the communi­
ty's; prime employer and reason for being), 
anq the, highway starts a long, hard pull 

. toward Ebbetts Pass. 

There is little to set Bear Valley apart 
froin mountain resort towns across the 

This llear was later seen cuJously peer~ 
ing into th.e schoo!'s lighted windows at a 
PTA meeting, as if studying"anifi1als in a'zoo . 

' ' 

he first elementary school classes in ~ 
Bear VaH~y \Vere_ held ill 1968, by a . ~ 

I learn these things from Jim Eedderly, teacher named Allie Huberty, and 

• country: Billed·as ll four-seasonrecreational 
. community, the vf!iage sprang to'life with 

who soon arrives on a bicycle, }le is all fo opened at Jerry and Kay Mettler's home 011 
blue - corduroy jeans and:Windllreaker - a , > 
spare, gentle-looking man in liis;,rniddle40s,,,; 

i 

See Page 8 
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Acorn smolders 
Editor: 

People in pain sometimes lose sight of the 
distinction between tragedy and help, between 
emergency and response. One man says the 
Forest Service burned down his house. Fire 
doesn't burn houses; agencies burn houses. 

Some people assume that agencies possess 
godlike powers to prevent natural disaster, and 
that the occurrence of such tragedy indicates an -
agency's failure. People wish for an ultimate 
parent to shield them from hardships. If only we 
lived in such a world! Some people become 
enraged when they discover that this is not so. 

I'm sorry for the peoplewhotost their homes. 
It IS tragic. Unfortunately there are no 
guarantees Tu this li!e, and it _isn't a~ways so- I 
meone's fault when disaster strikes. Emergency, 
response personnel and insurance sometimes 1 
mitigate disaster, but neither can be·expected to I 
remove all risk. 

As for firefighters and their managers; they'. 
~~= no;tho-,. no..for>t nn.- <> 11-nnur<irfnt~Thi>v'.vp· i:rnt i 
- - t' _._ -- r-- .. --- . ·. ---. ·• _ .. '-'- .--·~ 
a tough job to . do with limited resources. : 
Sometime_s firefighters are we_ l_comed in. to c.om-1· 
mumties with banners and parades. In Wood­
·,rds, firefighters were second..:guessed; con-
_onted with obscene gestures; and huinilitated i 

by citizen complaints on the evening rtews'. ··· 
A man lost his perspective, along: with his 

house, in the Acorn fire. At a public meeting in . 
Aug_ust, he said that firefighters should have died j 
trying to protect houses. As if any house is worth , 
a human life. As if_ a human sacrifice would ! 
satiate the flames. Perhaps I could forgiye his I 

. lunacy and hope it is temporary, but what of the 
crowd that rose to its feet in standing ovation? It 
doesn't make sense to me. What is going on herei? ' 

The Forest Service was criticized for calling l 
Woodfo:rds volunteers off the fire, ~The three, 
volunteers in question arrived on the_scen:e first 1 

and waited. They had not tried to climb the · 
mountain to reach the, fire because .they wore i 
heavy rubber and fire jackets, and were not I 
_trained for the situation. Ten minutes later, I 
-F0resrScrv-ice-crews--ar-rived:-Volunteers_ and-j1 

Forest Service crews alike thought the fire would 
pose no problem. The assistant fire chief ~f the- i 
volunteers participated in deciding thaLth¢ 1 

volunteers would return.to the fire house. The 1 
decision made sense. _ _ _. · _ . . · 

Wrry was this turned into an issue'? 

Two months later the controversy. still , 
smolders. New fires have replaced old butthere. 
is no shortage of critics. A woman complains 
~~at ~ir~fi_g~t-~rs sit un_der ~ tree playing cards in­
::iceaa ot flgnllng the fire.Someone suggests that 
:oerh~ps they have spent the last 18 hours fighting 
the fire and are trying to relax enough to sleep· 
before returning for another grueling shift. 
"Oh," she replies, "I hadn't thought of that." 

Can this type of thoughtless attitude create the 
backlash that happened after Acorn? Or is there 
more to it? 

When I toured Alpine Village immediately 
after the homes burned, I saw people telling news 
crews about their losses. This is normal fare 
following disas_ter. But later I saw a man shuttl­
in¥ reporters around to distraught people who 
said the Forest Service should have done 
:;;omething differently. It started slowly at first. I 
watched him bait a news crew from Portland 
but they weren't buying.it. I saw him two :mor~ 
times the followng day, herding reporters to the 
s~me few interviews. Other crews eventually 
picked up the st~ry, as evidenced by the huge 
drama thatunfolded. 

Imagine my surprisewhen!found out that this 
man has filed a large claim with the Forest Ser­
vice for damages he suffered from the fire. For ' 

_his house? No, he didn't lose it. I still don't know 
.:exactly why he organized the criticism. But it oc-
. curs to me that he may havetaken advantao-e of ' 
his distressed neighbors and the news medi: for · 
his own gain. _ 

Tw~ 1:1-ore r:ionths pass and the controversy ·; 
has diea considerably. An independ~nt review _, 
concl:ides that the Forest Service tespondeq ap­
~rop:ria.,t.:ly. Ne~ ~omes have taken -shape in·• 
Alpme v1llage. Alp1p.e County officials are work., 
ing with the Forest Service_ to build .. a better 
response system. Almost everyone is making . 

-progress. Except for a few lone coyotes who con-
t~ue to howl at the moon. · · 

MARK HUMMEL l 

~ --- - Sparks 
Nov. 1i 



Honored 
Douglas County sheriff's dispatchers were 
honored by the FBI recently for their help 
last May in capturing a suspect at Lake 
Tahoe who allegedly kidnapped two Reno 

teens and murdered their chaperones. From 
left are Liz Hertz,.. Roxanne Crawford and 
Cyndi Rymer. R-C photo 
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rris, Lynn entertain f r I e 
as former rtn r hits bi time 

by TREVA ZELLER 
Staff writer 

The comedy act began as "Martin 
and Walker." Steve played the straight 
man; Morris, the wild and crazy guy. 

Today, Morris Walker is still having 
fun but with a different partner - his 
wife, Lynn. 

· Although he and his childhood chum 
Steve Martin went their separate ways, 
Morris will tell you they both got what 
they wanted; Steve landed fame; Morris 
found his personal "paradise." 

"When Steve and I were kids, we both 
wanted to be entertainers," said Morris, 
who is now advertising director for 
Nevada Magazine. "But I wanted to find 
a beautiful woman who I could live with 
and love and who I could perform with. 
We both got what we wanted." 

Twenty years ago, Morris met Lynn 
Nallace. Since then, the couple has built 
1 lif<i around travel, song, laughter, love 

'f. ' 

and family. 
They have done· comedy and sung 

their way into churches, prisons, com­
munity theaters, hospitals and even 
wartime Vietnam, performing in more 
than 5,000 shows around the world. 

On the road for eight years, the couple 

'' We use music as an ex-
cuse to get on stage to 
do comedy. 

'' lived out of a homemade van, also enter­
taining at campgrounds and for the Na­
tional School Assembly organization. 

They performed more for the love. of 

entertaining than fortune or fame. 
"We use music as an excuse to get on 

stage to do comedy,'' said Lynn, who 
sings with Morris. He plays the guitar. 

Theirshowfeatured banter about local 
attractions, ecology and health, but the 
main purpose was to entertain. 

"It was really fulfilling to have people 
leap to a standing ovation when they 
don't even know you," Morris said. "We 
got paid for it, not a lot, but enough to 
keep us on the road." 

The Walkers still entertain, but they 
left behind their gypsy lifestyle to raise 
their. two. children. Before coming to 
Nevada, they lived in California in Big 
Bear and Chico. 

Their permanent home for more than 
a year now has been Carson Valley. 
They plan to stay, and they wouldn't 
cash in their life for the price of f::i.me. 

"All my friends who are famous lead 
very sheltered lives," said Lynn, who 

Continued to page 11 



ENTERTAINING COUPLE. Morris 
· and b.Y.,nn Walker have performed 
together for 20 years, singing and 
doing comedy from wartime Viet­
nam to Canada. They've traveled the 

world and kept in touch with famous 
friends in Hollywood, but the active 
couple have chosen Carson Valley 
as their permE·.nent home. R-C photo 
by Treva Zeller 



has remained friends with television 
talk show host Joan Lunden since their 
college days. 

"That could be a good excuse for not 
· being famous ourselves, but they are 
afraid to walk down the street. I don't 
want to live like that, and I don't wan~ 
my kids to live like that. 

"I wouldn't trade lives with them. I've 
met more friends here in one year than I 
have anywhere else. I feel like I have it 
all." 

Lynn, an advocate for children and 
health programs, also seems to have 
endless energy. She and l\forris host a 5 
p.m. Sunday radio show on KGVM, call­
ed "Human Nature." They describe it 
as spontaneous and very real, "about 
real people." 

They've also hosted· award-winning 
cable television shows and hope to start 
a new program about Nevada in a TV­
magazine format. 

"He is a jack of all trades," Lynn said 
about Morris. "My one talent is working 
with people; whatever the job is, 
because I love people." 

Among the couple's more memorable 
experiences was during the Vietnam 
War,. when they were hired by United 
States Overseas to perform for 

' ' When Steve and I 
· were kids, we both 
wanted to be enter­
tainers, but I wanted 
to find a beautiful 
woman who I could 
live with and love and 
who I could perfor~ 
with. We both got 
what we wanted. 

'' 
American troops. A few times, that took 
them into the jungle near gunfire and 
bombing. 

Lvnn, who came from Pennsylvania 

to California to attend college, already 
was a world traveler by the time she and 
Morris met in 1968 at Chapman College. 

Before then, she had attended and 
worked for World Campus Afloat, an ac­
credited university on a tour ship. And 
as a former cheerleader, she once train­
ed up to 1,000 girls a week for the 
American Cheerleaders Association. 

There she picked up an interest in en­
couraging young people. She now works 
for a program called "Up With Kids" in 
Markleeville, which includes recreation 
and art sessions for local youths. 

"I respect kids a lot and I think they 
are extremely intelligent," Lynn said. 
"The future doesn't look good. Drugs 
are rampant. It takes a strong kid to say 
'no.' I think if there were more pro­
grams and more to challenge their 
minds, they'd get bored with (drugs)." 

While Lynn has developed interests in 
health and making health videos, Mor­
ris dabbles in art and poetry and has 
performed as a folk singer. And in the 
year he has worked at · Nevada 
fylagazine, revenues and sales have 
doubled. 

"The magazine is doing better than it 
ever has," he said. "Staff members are 
all the very best in their field, and I real­
ly enjoy what I do." 



WARTIME VIETNAM. Morris and 
Lynn performed before American 
troops during the Vietnam War, 
traveling with United States 

Overseas. Those performances in 
1971 took them from North Vietnam 
to deep into the junqle where they 

were even fired on in the middle of 
the night. Photo courtesy of Lynn 
and Morris Walker 



He has written a book about growing up 
with Steve Martin, which he hopes to get 
published. 

In December, Morris will appear on a 
"60 Minutes" segment about Steve Mar­
tin. It was the comedian who suggested 
that interviewer Diane Sawyer talk to 
Morris. 

In earlier days, Morris said he and 
Steve lived only for comedy. They enter­
tained each other and anyone else who 
would listen:· Together they appeared in 
coffee shops and school stages in 
vaudeville-type acts with music, Steve's 
magic and jokes. 

"They grew up in Disneyland," Lynn 
said, because the two had jobs at the 
amusement park and spent so much 
time there. Steve was a guidebook 
salesman and worked in a magic shop. 
Morris was a balloon salesman. 
· The two actually grew up in Orange 

County, Calif., where they were friends 
from 6th grade on, both graduating from 
Garden Grove High School. They were 
even cheerleaders together. 

A school newspaper article described 

I respect kids a lot 
and I think they are 
extremely intelligent. 
The future doesn't 
look good. 1 Drugs are 
rampant. It takes a 
strong kid to say 'no.' 
I think if there were 
more programs and 
more to challenge 
their minds, they'd 
get bored with (drugs). 

'' them as a "fun-loving duo," always do­
ing comedy and practical stunts in and 
out of school. They planned to perform 
as a comedy team after college. 

"He practically lived at our house " 
Morris said. "We were only concern;d 
with comedy and making people laugh." 

But a few years after high school 
graduation, circumstance split the in-. 
separable pair. Morris was drafted and 
Steve landed a job writing comedy for 
the Smothers Brothers. 

Since Steve Martin hit it big with his 
stand-up comedy in the late 1970s, Mor­
ris sometimes has· been asked the "what 
if' question: What if it had been the 

MORRIS AND STEVE. Morris and 
his childhood friend, comedian 
Steve Martin, were inseparable from . 
the sixth grade on. The two spent all 
their time making people laugh and 
planned to form a comedy team, un­
til circumstances sent them in dif­
ferent directions. Photo courtesy of 
Lynn and Morris Walker . 

· other way around? 
· "In some ways, I wish I had· never 
known Steve," Morris said. "To be so 
close to someone who is doing what 
you've always loved to do and who has 
such a historical success, that's hard on 
the ego." . 

"If I hadn't known Steve, I would 
never have any· reason to compare 
myself to him. But I don't resent him. 

"I wonder what it would have been 
like for.both of tis if we hadn't known 
each other and spent all that time doing 
comedy together, but that's mere con­
jecture. The truth is he's an old and dear 
friend, anl\I love him." 

To Morris, what's important in life is 
what he already has in abundance -
humor and love. 

Morris,. 42, and Lynn, 39, spend a 
great deal of time_ with their son, 9-year­
old Skye, and daughter, 7-year-old · 
Amye, who attend Jacks Valley School. 
The family has even performed on stage 
together. . 

"There's never been a better friend or 
a brighter light in my life than Lynn," 
Morris said. "She's an never-ending 
source of energy and encouragement." 

"And the kids are the ultimate 
wealth." 
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Bingo in Markleeville. The Native 7 
Sons of the Golden West will sponsor a Bingo 
party Dec. 12 at Turtle Rock State Park bet-
ween Woodfords and Markleeville. The 
evening's events will get underway at 6:30 
p.m. with a Mexican Enchilada Dinner. 
Bingo will follow the meal, and dancing to 
the Alpine Trio will begin after the games. 
No-host cocktails will be available. Dinner 
is $6, and the public is invited. 



More--ernbeFs-----­
from Acorn 

Editor: 
In his letter to the editor·'regarding the Acorn 

fire, Mr. Hummel makes numerous statements 
to which I would like to respond. I never-at the 
August meeting or any other time-beard 
ANY one state or imply that anyone should have 
given their life to save a home. Let alone would 

============~tters 
to the editor 

there have been a "crowd that rose to its feet in 
standj.ng ovation" for such a sentiment. I have 
heard over and over again, from every segment' 
of the community, expression of relief that no one 
was injured. There has also been widE:,_s.I>r:ead awe 
and gratitude expressed toward the numerous 
[ii cfigl1tca 5-A~L vf thtiiJ.-wilu ·fouglrt Lu ~ctvc 
structures in the midst of that holocaust. 

Fires burn houses, not agencies. Correct. No 
person nor agency set about to burn anything. 
But the local perception was that the agency 
responsible for suppressing the fire-the Forest 
Service-was not aggressive enough during the 
first two hours and so,-by act of omission rather 
than commission, was responsible for the fact 
that 26 homes were lost and 6,600 acres burned. 

Mr. Hummelstates that "An independent 
review concludes .that the Forest Service 
responded appropriately." That independent 
review also stated that "unexpected strong winds 
contributed significantly to the escape of the· 
fire;" That statement, made repeatedly by the 
Forest Service, just doesn't wash locally. Anyone 
who has lived here for very long knows that after­
noon down-canyon winds in the summertime are 
standard fare. The Forest Service's own weather 
reports forecast afternoon winds of 15-25 mph for , 
that day. · · . ' 

This independent review team was formed in 1 

response to -our requesc to- Congressman-Snum~-1 

way for an independent (of the Forest Service) 
investigation into the fire, especially the first two 
hours ( the initial attack phase) . It should be 
pointed out that this "independent'' review team 
was selected by Regional Forester J.S. Tixier of 
the Intermountain Region of the USFS. 

The team also stated that "Specific criticisms 
were not generally addressed by the Review 
Team:-1n·usteninglcnn:e~vafiomrmdividualswno1 --~::1.<!e __ pre§.~I.1.t-9:_tj9Il_§~jt.J~~~am~2 <!pPare11~_:_t!1_at~ 
manjr did not ha:V1dirst~harid ·knowledge_ regar-; 
ding specific issues and it was therefore difficult 
to clearly determine the actual events that took 
place." - --- ·- - ---· --· ----------.------ ------

"Determining sJ'.)ecific events that took place" 
is what we thought thfs-fovestigation was all 
about. 

In contrast,_ the Alpii,e County Board of Super­
visors hired Robert Bjornsen, an independent in­
vestigator, to look into the Acorn fire: He stated, 
'' Any fire ignited on the lower, south facing slope_ 
of the West Carson River Canyon, on a hot July 
day would be destined to be difficult to suppress, 
and should require full resource commitment, in­
cluding hard hitting initial attack.'' 

And he concluded that the [Forest Service] in­
cident commander made bad judgment calls by 
not actually being on the fire line, by . 
underestimating the potential for the fire to 
escape, and by calling off additional resources 
( two hand crews and four out of seven engines) 
which might well have made a difference. He ·. 
points out that there were radio communication 
problems and problems getting water to the fire 
site, losing the prime, etc., resulting in 30 plus 
critical minutes without water .. 

Those conclusions support what the locals 
believed all along. Unfortunately, Mr. Bjornsen 
backed off from making any recommendations 
in regard to those conclusions. He stated that the 
Forest Service will conduct their own investiga­
tion and· "deal with operating deficiencies as 
they see fit." They have conducted two or three 
investigations, and-eacii time they blame the fire 
on "unexpected afternoon winds" and find that 
their actions _were-''appropriate for the condi­
tions observed." They will not deal with 
operating deficiencies if they don't admit to any. 

We have experienced three devastating fires in 
eastern Alpine County in four years, and the 
Acorn was indisputably the worst disaster ever to 
hit this county. Our perception is that Forest Ser­
vice management, their fire suppression 
strategies and policies are in critical need of a 
general overhaul. The young men and women on 
the fire line have not been and are not the focus of 
our anger or criticism-they work very hard and 
do the best they can under very dij:ficult cir-. 
clilllstances. The firefighters on the initial attack 
worked hard-but they wer:e undermanned and 
under-quipped. · · · 

We have much work to do as a community to 
become more fire safe. We also must work with 
the Forest Service to try to get them to change. 
management policies, and a study is being set up 
which will 1:lopefully include that. 

Many recommendations were made in both the 
independent team report and the Bjornsen report 
as to what we as a community should do, and I 
have no argument with most of those recommen­
dations. But it should also be pointed out that if 
those recommendations had been in place at the 
time of the Acorn Fire, it would not have made 
one bit of difference in that fire escaping the in­
itial attack. 

NANCYC. THORNBURG 
---- -- Markleeville 

Nov. 20 
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Glenn Kyle 

Glenn Royal Kyle, 76, died 
Nov. 11 in Modesto, Calif. 

He was born in Gardnerville 
on Jan. 22, 1911 a descendant of 
the pioneer Carson Valley 
families of Kyle and Park. 

He moved to Modesto in 1940 
and worked as a machinist for 
the Valley Tractor and Im- · 

son, Harry Griffith of Redwood 
City, Calif. 

No funeral service will be 
held. Burial was at the Eternal 
Valley Memorial Park, Newhall, 
Calif. 

FitzHenry's funeral home was 
in charge of the local ar­
rangements. 

plements Co. for 36 Years until ~arrett,Clifford 
his retirement. 

According to a family Barrett Clifford, 82, died Nov. 
member, he was an avid out- 23 at a Carson hospital. He has 
doorsman and loved to· camp, been a resident of Gardnerville 
fish and hunt. since 1962, coming from 

Survivors include his wife, Markleeville, where he had 
Bess Simmons Kyle of Modesto, resided since birth on March 6, · 
Calif.; daughters, Glenda 1904. 
Fagundes of Chowchilla, Calif., · Mr. Clifford was educated at 
and Susan Genasci of Modesto; Markleeville schools. He had 
son, Vern Kyle of Modesto; been a retired employee of the 
sisters Wanda Hall of Gardner- Gardnerville division of the 
ville a~d Vernita Testi of Erie, highway department. 
PA.; brother, Donald R. Kyle of He was a mem?er of the Car­
Gardnerville; seven grand- son Valley l\fasoruc Lodge No. 33 
children and numerous ne~hews and the F~AM O.E.S. Royal 
and nieces. Arch Mason s of Reno. He had 

Remembrances may be sent been an adviser of Rainbow in 
to the Church of the Cross, 3936 Gardnerville. 
Dale Road Modesto Calif. Survivors include his son, 
95356. ' ' Chuck Barrett of Gardnerville; 

Margaret Black 

Margaret Gladys Black, 85, 
died Nov. 22 at Carson-Tahoe 
Hospital. She had been a resi­
dent for the past IO years, com­
ing from Santa Paula, Calif. 

She was born in Reno on April 
11, 1902. 

Mrs. Black was a homemaker. 
She was preceded in death by 

her husband Alexander in 1986, 
her son Harry in 1983, and her 
daughter Helen Allen in 1964. 

She is survived by her grand-

brother, Horace B. Vernon of 
Markleeville; sister, Genevieve 
Allerman of Minden; three 
grandchildren, and four great-

. grandchildren. 
Visitation was Nov. 24 and ser­

vices were Nov. 25 at Walton's 
Chapel of the Valley. Pastor 
Pete Nelsor and the Carson 
Valley MaSOlliC Lodge No. 33 of­
ficiated. 

A private inurnment is 
scheduled to be held at a later 
date in the family plot in 
Fredricksburg Cemetery. 

A memorial has been 

established with the Shriners 
Hospital for Crippled Children, 
1701 19th Ave., San Francisco, 
Calif., 94122. 

George Coelho 

George E. Coelho, 84, died 
Nov. 19 in Gardnerville. He had 
been a resident there for 11 
years, coming from Salinas, 
Calif. 

He was born in Watsonville, 
Calif., on May 'l:l, 1903. 

He had been a real estate 
developer and a member of the 
Carson City Elks Lodge. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Marguerite of Gardnerville; 
son, George Stephen Coelho of 
Salinas; daughter, Carol 
Longshore of Carson City; 
brother, Carl Coelho of Watson­
ville, Calif.; and three grand­
children. 

A private cremation was held 
·at the Sierra Crematory in Reno. 
The family will have a private 
memorial in Salinas, Calif., at a 
later date. 

Walton's Funeral Home and 
Crematory was in charge of the 
arrangements. 
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~QO ilb fl,l<Jtkleevme. The Native 
SonSof the o en West will sponsor a Bingo 
party Dec. 12 at Turtle Rock State Park bet­
ween Woodfords and Markleeville. The 
evening's events will gel underway at 6:30 
p.m. with a Mexican Enchilada Dinner. 
Bingo w\11 follow the meal, and dancing to 
the Alpine Trio will begin after the games. 
No-host cocktails will be available. Dinner 
is $6, and the pubic is invited. 



Tree trimmer· 
MIKE WARREN of the South Lake T~hoe Fire Department 
gets· a · 11ft to trim lights on top of the·· community 
Christmas . tree In front of the .. city Chamber of Com-.. ' ~-· ... 

merce buUdl~g; The official lighting ceremony for the 
·· • tree Is Saturday at 4:30 p.m. · . . .. ·r ·:._:.,·.:t- .... : . , ... · . ._ .... 



unties.fol 
by TREVA ZELLER. 
Staff writer 

t getfau· n I 
visors on "Loc;al Planning Con- land in the study area, much like Fork Fire chief Bill Driscoll prove thes~ s~bdivi~iins h~~e But federal anci state fire 
siderations for the Wildland- other wildland areas where in- . made a comparison to the' . more power than they think in agencies also should become in­
Structural Intermix in the year. tense l:!uilding pressure is · ex- · Foothill area, which . has· built seeking highei;, standards .. from volved . in the• county planning 

Local govemment needs to be 2000" · pected iri the next decade. A out significantly in recent years. developers who make ;million- processfrpiri the beginning and 
more forceful in requiring H~ has studied seven counties jump as high as 90 percent in, . The area is considered to be . dollar profits; according to Ira not the usual "bottom end" of a 
develop_ers to install fire safety in Northern and Central Califor- crease in population already has highly susceptible· to \Vildlind . win. He, ·said. the· boards also . 'development, he argued. 
improvements as subdiv'isions in nia where forest fires raged ·out occurred in the seven counties fires because. of .a mixture. of · have to c_onsider ."public · "I believe it's up to. the fire 
wildland areas proliferate, local . of control this summer. since 1970'. .. , . , _,. , .... · . heavy brush. The are11 also lacks safety.'~ · . · . services to tell public boards the 
officials were told Tuesday. · According to I1;win, millions of. "Both local governments and ·: an adequate water. system foi• ·. In addition;· governments can : problems. that. exist," he said; 

Public officials ·also can· no.·. acres were allowed to burn fire services have concentrated fighting fires. . . -, '.•.:' :<. actually.save'thousands of tax, · (!They need to be more 
longer view wildland fire prote.c- because firefighters qad . to on. wildland interface,- either With that, there is a subdivi- : payer. dollai·s with better plann, ... - forceful/',, . . , 
tio'll separately from structure spend too mucl} time Spread out: wildiand fires or structure fires, sion "that we're ·not going to be. ing, he said, '. , ., . _ , :. , , . . ·• . · !'The developer, not necessari: 
protection, because the tw'o in- protecting structures instead of- separately," he said. "We don't · able tQ protect,'" if a major fh'e' • • 11Localgovernmentnevergets . ly,:the fire services, can be.re-

- termix in increasing numbers, hitting the fire line. . .· · ··: : have that clear. disthiction. comes sweeping . through,; the· . Pill for .. · structural _ quired. to maintain fire safety 
according fo retired U.S. Forest "And the cost for the defense anymore.'' . _. , . . Driscoll said. · · .. . . . . 'protection;" because, wildland, ,improvements." , · 
Service member Bob Irwin. J-Ie of the structures is never figured . More businesses, industry and · He added· _ thaf developers •. areas are usually protected- by :.' .. Lo.cal governments. and fire 
is now a planning commissioner separately from. the wildland' · homes are introduced to heavily often argue that, \vafor systems. federal or sfate agericies, Irwiri services can take other steps, in-
in t:~lifD!'!'i!!.. ·C!nnnl"OC!dnn--t1ff,u~f--" •T-rn,h-. r.1rlrl_• u.ae1.ah:~h:u-l anrl C'nt'Y\oHmO:u 'in~n:.>' .:.....t..,1 -'--t...cr J.'li'"i,.;,,..,Lir- ... t...;1d-rrls· C Sai .. ' . ,- '_ . - :; -. .- . . ·. :· cillding·:..:re~iVafu:a-tin~g.,......-1ir•e...:,:.,.....·_=~ 

Irwin spoke to a joint meeting el" _ _ · . -~;;;ibl~--wlidla~d .. -;;;;; ;~-ch ;;; t~;~xp~n;i~=·t;~;k~a 1ro:. '~et the/(bo~;J;) k~-i>ri mak:·; disaster, 'pla-ns . and response 
of the Douglas County commis- He said there is three million year, Irwin said. • jectfeasible. · · ing decisions allowing. develop, : · strategies; A response time of 15 

·; sioners and Alpine County super- , .· acres of potentia)ly developable During the meeting,, East But public b~~1:ds tliat ap- ment.'' . · · ' coiill~ued 10 page·B 
. --,. :, . __ ____,___•,· ;:,.,-~---

. . ~ ·•· . 

F·ire: Tougher controls needed 
JnUnued from page 1 · . 
minutes and one engme to a 
remote area no longer works if 
there are now 200 homes, Irwin 
added. 

They also can seek the crea-
tion of protective areas with less 

. vegetation, such as_~ mead?w, 
:' golf :course, school _yards.-:-. at. 
; strate·gic locations, ··· · · · .' · ·. 

But Irwin admitted an 
"Achilles' Heel" in the whole 
planning process: parcel map 
subdivisions. Local boards have 

less control over parcel map 
land divisions than other sub­
divisions. 

Irwin outlined five 
weaknesses in how public boards 
handle wildland subdivisions; 
describing the oversights as 
."benign neglect".: . 

·•·Nofrelatfiigtb.e·reaYstorytci' 
the public about the problems 
that exist when there is a 
wildland-structural intermix. 

• Viewing projects with a 

case-by-case perception without 
looking at the dangers from the 
environment as a whole. 

• A failure to use scientific 
and professional data in 
reaching decisions. 

•An intermix paradox in p'!an° 
ning, such. as,.spl'eiiding :otiC 
structures because fire services' .. 
can't protect all homes. Witli ,:. 
that, firefighters are spread out 
protecting homes instead of sur­
rounding the fire. 

/(e('otrl r'acv1 rv 
11.-4-87 

.I 



Jiin.go in MarklM.'lille...:. The Native 
Sons ofllie Golden West will sponsor a Bingo 
party Dec. 12 at Turtle Rock State Park bet­
ween Woodfords and Markleeville. The 
evening's events will get underway at 6:30 
p.m. with a Mexican Enchilada Dinner. 
Bingo will follow the meal, and dancing to 

· the Alpine Tri.o will begin after the games. 
No-host cocktails will be available. Dinner 
is $6, and the pubic is invited. 

Ski SiQn-ups. The Douglas County Ski 
Club will hold sign-ups at Douglas High 
School Saturday, Dec. 12, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Parents must sign registration forms. The 
program is open to Douglas County 
students, Saturday program, ages 10 
through high school; Sunday program, ages 
8 through high school. Cost is $160 for pro-
gram with four two-hour lessons, and $130 
for no lessons. The club will ski at Heavenly 
Valley Ski Resort. There will be a $20 late 
fee charged after Dec. 12. Inforqiation, 

· Frances Pedroarena, 782-5117, days. 

Be!lefit Dinner. A, benefit rlin11~r for 



'This is a really solid school' ---:;p,u 

Douglas High School participates 
------ -------

-·,·,;· 

in state improvement program 



by JOYCE HOLLISTER 
Staff writer 

A School · Improvement 
Assessment Team composed of 
six teachers at Douglas High is 
focusing attention on three areas 
at school they feel could use im­
orovement. 
· It is all. part of a state School 
Improvement Program, and 
Douglas is · one of the few high 
schools in Northern Nevada to 
participate in it. 

In fact, according to Principal 
Hal Butler, DHS is the largest 
Northern Nevada high school 
willing to involve itself in the 
program - a program in which 
students and teachers take a 
good look at what's going on at 
school, decide where im­
provements can be made, and 
then make them. 

It will go on all year and in­
volves a lot of paperwork, 
meetings, goal settings and pro­
ject development and im-
plementation. · 

First, this fall, students and 
teachers filled out surveys 
designed to find out the school's 
strengths and weaknesses. 

They were asked to rate cer­
tain aspects of the school, in­
cluding its learning climate, in­
structional leadership, expecta­
tions of students and staff, pur­
poses and goals,. methods of 
monitoring progress, home­
school involvement and public 
image. 

Specifics in these categories 
ranged from statements on stu­
dent behavior to teachers' will­
ingness to try new ideas, from 
commitment to goals to respect 
for others on the part of both 
students and teachers. 

The teachers rated 100 
statements and students, 50. 
Many of the same statements 
were rated by both. 

According to Butler, from the 
survey the team determined that 
most of the teachers and most.of 
the students feel that "all 
students can learn, not just those 
who are really smart," at 
Douglas High School. 

"I feel that this is significant," 
he said. "If you're (a student) in 

tz-c_ 
a situation where you're feeling 
put down, it's easy to believe 
that the teacher feels you can't 
make it." 

Butler said the No. 1 criterion 
for excellence in a school is the 
belief that students, and 
teachers, do well. 

The School Improvement 
Assessment Team, composed of 
Butler as chairman and teachers 
Jeanne Turnbeaugh, Burr Otto, 
Sunny Murphy, Glenda Smith, 
Jim Chatfield and Lynda Har­
die, took the results of the survey 
and "brainstormed" ideas for 
specific improvement goals. 

Out of many, they chose three: 
to develop an assessment pro­
gram to increase student 
achievement; to develop a 
registration and scheduling pro­
cedure that will insure proper 

· placement of students with 
minimal changes; and to 
develop a partnership among the 
school, family and community. 

Turnbeaugh and Otto are co­
chairmen of the first committee. 
Assessment of student achieve­
ment is the testing of their skills 
and determining at what level of 
learning they are at a · given 
time. 

Turnbeaugh will concentrate 
on the development of criterion­
referenced testing, or testing for 
the curriculum that is taught at 
the school. Otto will concentrate 
on standardized testing - tests 
that are given nationwide. 

The problem is, according to 
Otto, that it is difficult to 
measure the learning that is tak­
ing place at DHS when there is 
no method of measuring it. 
Students in elementary and mid­
dle school take standardized 
tests at regular intervals. 

The state 9th grade proficien­
cy test, which must be taken by 
all freshman students, is a very 
basic test, requiring skills usual­
ly learned in elementary school. 

Juniors repeat the proficiency 
test (a state requirement), and 
seniors take college-entrance 
exams. But in between there is 
room for tests that can deter­
mine how much students are 
learning and in what areas. 

Turnbeaugh will be looking at 

developing Douglas High School 
tests that will measure what 
students are learning at DHS, 
based on what they are being 
taught. 

Burr is charged with finding 
standard tests that could be us­
ed. The difficulty here, he said, 
is how much they will cost. Tests 
can be exoensive. 

When teachers know what and 
how well students are learning, 
scheduling them for the next 
year's classes could be easier. 

Co-chairmen of the registra­
tion and scheduling committee, 
Chatfield and Hardie, therefore 
will reap the benefits of Turn­
beaugh's and Otto's efforts. 

Chatfield said that there are so 
many changes of classes at the 
beginning of the school year 
because students don't really 
know where they should be or 
what they want, that the first 
couple of weeks of school are 
disrupted. Learning suffers as a 
result. 

He and Hardie hope to develop 
a new registration and schedul­
ing program by this spring so 
that students will be better 
suited to their classes and be 
registered in them before school 
starts in the fall. 

Teachers at DHS will be more 
involved in the process to make 
sure that students are placed in 
the right classes. 

Murphy and Smith are work­
ing on the third goal, that of not 
only developing a partnership 
among the school, family and 
community, but also to improve 
student responsibility for learn­
ing, working and getting along 
with others. 

As relationships and self­
esteem improve, it is hoped that 
student academic achievement 
will improve as well. 

The first activity the commit­
tee has set is tbe school slogan 
contest, which began Dec. 7 and 
will end next week. 

Students and teachers may 
enter their slogans to win a 
"night on the town" package 
that includes a dinner for two at 
the Inn Cognito in Genoa, hot 
tubs at Walley's Hot Springs, 



TEAM. The School Improvement Team at 
Douglas High School gets together in the OHS 
library. From left are Sunny Murphy, Principal 

Hal Butler, Lynda Hardie, J.,eanne Turnbeaugh, 
Jim Chatfield and Burr Otto.7fot picturea, 
Glenda Smith. R-C photo 

followed by a movie: 
Murphy and Smith made a 

couple of suggestions for slogans 
that stress academic excellence, 

give entrants an idea of what 
they are looking for: 

"Excellence is Expected," 
was one, and the other was 
"Where Minds Matter Most." 
The slogan will be used on the 
school letterhead as well as in 
promotions at school. 

Next to come are programs 
that involve parents and 
students, and the school and the 
community. Murphy and Smith 
plan to ask students and com-

munity members to help with 
their activities. 

"We've got good response 
from the community," Murphy 
said. "People have volunteered 
to join." 

The teachers want to get out to 
the public what kids are doing at 
DHS. 

"This is a really solid school. 
There are some good academics 
here," Otto said, adding that he 
feels the community isn't aware 
of the good things going on at 
Douglas. 

Butler praised the work of the 
six teachers and the many 

others who will be working on 
the School Improvement Pro­
gram this year. 

"They've put in a lot of time," 
he said. 

Butler also said that even 
though the program is only a 
year-long effort, it would be dif­
ficult to stop with just three 
goals. 

Next year the school maycon­
tinue a similar program on its 
own. 

Gardnerville Elementary 
School also is taking part in the 
state program this year. 

Minden: Rate increase considered 
Continued from page 3 

from Rotary Club members, 
who said no one was using the 
facilities anymore because of 
costs. 

Users pay a $300 refundable 
cleaning charge and a $15-an­
hour rental fee. Other board 
members said the fees are 
reasonable compared to other 
T'."ental halls and money is needed 

for the care of the buildings, 
cleaning and repairs. 

• Approved a request for a 
special use permit for 
photographer Jay Aldrich to 
convert an existing garage into a 
photo studio at 1641 Esmeralda. 

Board members said they 
wanted to see low-key 
businesses such as the studio in 

this area that would not detract 
from its residential character. 
The home is in an area 
designated for residential of­
fices. 

• Reviewed plans for a second 
building being constructed by 
Clark Properties at U.S. 395 and 
10th Street. Retail shops will go 
in the building. 

ti 



1887: Winter 
is -beautiful 

100 YEARS AGO 
Frid~y, Dec.23, 1887 

Genoa Weekly Courier 

THE FINEST. This is about the finest Winter 
that ev~r slid down the silent stairway of the 
stars, to roost on the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. Nevada, worid-famous for 
her delightful climate, is apparently trying to 
surpass herself in beautiful days and starry 
nights. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT. Mrs. Langtry has 

Remember 
when? 

telegraphed for 40 acres of Nevada land for a 
Christmas present to a friend. Her ideas are 
certainly sound on both land and Christmas 
presents. The Carson Appeal says, "She has 
traveled all over the United States and is con­
sidered as a first class land sharp. After 
carefully studying the land and climate of a 
score of States she selects 40 acres of Nevada 
land as a Christmas gift to a friend." • 

1N.. &J1..ti! rJ1U,;w,,,,.__, 
50 YEARS AGO I -z/ 2.J{ (t·7 

I 
Dec. 24, 1937 

. The Record-Courier 
CHRISTMAS TREES. With the forest depart­

ment tightening rules for cutting trees on public 
domain, many local people who have previously 
enjoyed the fun of going into the hills and cut­
ting their own Christmas tree, passed the an-

. nual trip into the mountains this year and were 
content to buy a tree from local dealers, paying 
about 75 cents to $1 for the ones of average size. 

BAD DAYS. With the flood necessitating clos­
ing of school two days last week and the need 
for carrying the study period over to Tuesday 
of this week, which should have been part of 
the Christmas vacation, pupils and teachers 
alike are agreed that two of the toughest days 
of tpe term were those of Monday and Tue~.. 

--- BRIDGE REPLACED. The bridge at JY_Q.od.:-; ' ' 
JID:ds~ washed away by high water last week, I :; 
closing .. down the main traveled highway t,J · \ i 
Markleeville, has been replaced by a tem..:--1;;1 

_mry"'structure. 
DOUGLAS LOSES. Tuesday night in a listless 

and ragged game the Reno Delts basketball 
team handed the Douglas high school Tigers a 
35-9 defeat on the local court. The Reno Delt 
team is composed of former high school players 
and took a lead over the Tigers in the opening 
minutes of the game. In a second game, 
somewhat of a thrilling contest, the Carson 
Valley Twenty-Thirtians nosed out the First Na­
tional· bank squad by a score of 22-20. 
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