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AntLElEs: Today's sled dogs, unlike their husky forerunners, are bred to be lean and have a large lung capacity for long-distan~e racing. 

~tea dogs race at HQPe VaJl~y 
./ ·'' , .. •,· - ' . . ~ . . . 

BY 9"w,i' MAm. v , 
Tribune Staff Writer 

\ > ••• ••• 

.1Mushingjs notjustasporL , 
~' It's a :waY of life And this weekend it came 

on the first day of the event. In more competi­
tive races, however, mushers with a first-day . 
time exceeding·the top finisher's time by half 

· don't race on the second day, according to 
Hoffmann.·. 

i 
. I 

·.Races·, 
. Continued from Page lA 
·,,.;/ . .,-.;..:i<.:•:1> · . ., : ; ·' '-,'.· ;; ,·· .. 

· transportation, mushing is now an or-
. ganized wart in which its top com- .· 
petiun can cover their expemes and , 

.. ~s earn a living with the help of 
sponsaships. . . . ,, 7 
· · ·~ huskies are said to be ~ , 
best sled qogs, since tlley have been '' 
bred for thousands of years foi: this · , 
p~ But a variety .of other breeds 

. are coming into the arena, with Irish. ; 
seqers.and'houndlxeeds·crossing tin-·· 
i~h H~es;, re~~~teri~g ,9~rnp~ti,~v~ :, 
tunes. <: , > \.• .,, ::.,, ... · ,;· .-,:r ,,, , :·:· .. · ,- · ·:,. 

Smarter dogs are generally placed 
in the key posi,tion of leading the .. 

, team, where th¢y ~e.trained to re-.. 1 

spond to ·the' commands "gee" for 
right and "haw" for left 

Tom Palmer, a naval architect from 
Bremerton, Wash., prefers racing a 
mixed breed known as a Chilicoote. · 
The breed, engineered by· a former ' 
racer in Oregon, combines the husky 
with the Doberman pinschex. Irish set­
ter and the brush greyhound. 

"Siberians will never give you 100 
percent They always keep a resq:ve," . 
Palmer said. 

'"Ibere are a few dogs that will wade 
witil they kill themselves," he contin­
ued. "Irish settas happen to be one of 
the them. Call it stupidity cr whatever. 

· But they'll give you evecything. You 
train them to rwi eight miles and they'll 

. drop dead at 8.2 miles." 
Today's top performers weigh less 

than 50 pounds, have- a sligJlily 
rooched back, angled shoulders and a 
deep chest; indicating a big lung ca­
p.rity. 

"The sled dog's lean appearance· 
may cause s6me co~ to the Wlini-. 
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Drivers, Inc>is hosting. a two-day sled dog off today's final heat, which is a slight advan- ·· 
?>mpetition. '· · . ·;~ , .. · · tage because the trail conditions are better for 

1 
About two dozen mushers are competing in those first out of the starting chute. 

, this weekend's Canine Connection, the associ- "It doesn't make that much difference unless 
~on•s nirith annual sled dog race. (the snow) is really soft and punchy. If it's like 
, -, The stars of the show are the knee-high run- that, they'll probably cancel the heat anyway," 
ning machines which p~ll the sleds and mush- he said. "Everything revolves around the safe-
ers on race courses of up to eight miles. ' ty of the dogs." ' . · , 
> ·i:You get the dogs to think they're racing Mushing is by no means easy on the team's 
against each'other, but they're really racing human member, who has to bark out com­
against the clockt 'said ;Ed Hoffmann, who mands at the precise times - like at a fork in 
was announcing the races qn Saturday. .. . .. · ·. the trail - and is constantly pushing with one 
· Saturday's runs were a pr~ursor to deter-· foot to help propel the sled. · .. · 
mine the starting order Jor today, when the-, · Originating as an ancient Eskimo form of 
fastest'dog teamneally' show their mettle. 
' ,:No team was disqualified for going too slow 

' ••. • ~ 'I I Se,e RAcEs, Page 7 A· 

. DAN THRIFT /Ta~pe T ribu_ne 

MUSHING: Jason Nickle of Redding, Calif.,, I 

. drives his dog team toward the finish line. 
.J 

eo-spectawr;·our·1n,nouuroe·re~ 
memrered that these are the long-dis-· 
tance athletes <i ~ dog WQCld," ra:e 
organizers wrote in the .event program. 

Short-hair.breeds have appeared on 
the race course in recent years now 
that the sport has ventured to non•Arc­
tic regions, like the Sierra, which is 
blessed with perhaps the most mild· 
Alpine climate in the world. Dogs 
don't need all that hair to stay warm if 
they are racing in the lower 48 states, 

. Palmer observed .. 
Racers in the Canine Conn~tion 

compete: in four different categories 
, based on the number of dogs in the 

· · team: ~. four, six and eight. Race 
·•· lengths are determined by ~e nw,iber 
. ,of dogs in the sl¢ teams, With a mini-
•·· mum of one mile for ea:h dog. Three-. 
dog te. ams, therefore, run races of I 
three or more miles, six-dog teams run 

• at least six miles, and so forth . 
. Ralph Whitten of San Jose, 'whe> 

co-authored a book on sled dog train­
ing, is racing in all four categcries of 
the Canine Connection, one of four 

• _sled dpg .ra:es held each. winter. in the 
Sierra. · · -·- · . 

, < ( At eyents like this one, which are 
· -sanctioned by an international racing 
' association, ·dog driveis not only -com­
. pete for modest purses, .but also for 
·. points, which are earned for the pur­
, pose of ranking ~petitors,: ··• 
· . ·. Ranking points are. awarded based 

.on times~ number of racers die com­
petitor beats, and purse winnings. 

Admis&on to the race is $3 per car 
. and organizetS ,ask that you leave your 
dogs at home s,o they won't distract , 

· the racers. The' event runs from 9:30 
. . am~ to 3 p.m. Race headquarters is lo-
' , cated .l½ miles west of Pickett's Junc-

tion on California State Route 88. 
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Pilot dies · in 
BY J.EFF DELONG 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The pilot of a plane en route from 
South Lake Tahoe to Southern California 
died Sunday when his aircraft crashed in 
the high country minutes after takeoff. 

Searchers located the plane's wreckage 
southwest of Freel Peak early this mom~ 
ing. The pilQt was apparently killed on 
impact. Authodties said he was a resident 
of the Santa Ana area, although the sin­
gle-engine Cherokee Atrow he was pilot-

. ing was registered out of Stateline. His 
identity was withheld pending notification 

of relatives. ' 
According to authorities, the pilot took 

off from Lake Tahoe Airport shortly be­
fore 4 p.m. Sunday without filing a flight 
plan. The plane disappeared off radar at 
the airport tower minutes later and signals 
from its emergency location transponder 
were picked up immediately. 

Search teams from El Dorado, Alpine 
and Douglas counties were dispatched to 
comb an 8-square-mile area near Freel 
Peak. 

Nordic skiers searched the area through 
the night in temperatures estimated at 
about zero. The search re·sumed this 



AND THE LAKE TAHOE NEWS 

crash 
morning, and the crew aboard a California 
Highway Patrol helicopter spotted the 
wreckage in the Tucker Flat area about 
8:30 a.m. 

Skiers reached the crash site a short 
time later. and found the pilot dead. 

"It's real tough country," said El Dora­
do sheriff's Sgt. Marty Hackett. 

This morning's recovery efforts were 
hampered by steep terrain and deep snow. . 
Hackett said snowmobiles trying to reach 
the wreckage were bogging down in 3-
foot-deep powder. 

See CRASH, Page 8A 

Crash 
Continued from Page IA 

The aircraft reportedly crashed 
on a steep slope at the 8,500-foot­
level, possibly impacting trees. The 
plane did not burn. 

• Rescuers were attempting to stabi­
lize the wreckage this tnOining so the 
pilot's body could be removed. 
Equipment was ferried to the area by 
a helicopter from Fallon Naval Air 

Station, while recovery efforts were 
coordinated from a command post at 
Grass Lake two miles to the south. 

"It's quite a distance, especially · 
with this terrain," Hackett said. 

Sunday's plane crash was the 
first at Lake Tahoe this year, but 
follows by less than two months the 
Christmas crash of ·a plane at 
Brockway Summit that killed two. 

Two others died last June when a 
homemade aircraft plowed into Lake 
Tahoe offshore from Pope Beach. 

un.e 
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SEARCH ORGA· 

NIZED: Members 
of the search­
and-rescue op­
eration, Dan 
Doyal, left, and 
Ed Cook, con­
fer before the 
snowmobilers . 
departed Luther 
Pass to search · 
for the plane 
that crashed 
Sunday about · 
four miles south 
of Lake Tahoe, · 
Airport. 
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pair of 3-pointers to help spark a The decision left Caples Lake, session of first-place turned back 
first-half run that _carried Caples the Leftovers and Caesars tied for the Marines in overtime, 70-65. 
Lake past the Leftovers, 54-45, in first-place in the B league. The Green Machine dropped 
a battle of Douglas County Caesars secured a share of the out of a first-place tie with a 77-72 
Recreation Department men's B first-place tie by defeating Carson loss to Carson Valley Pharmacy. 
basketball league leaders Feb. 8. · Valley Golf Course, 65-57. Bob Rudnick scored 17 points 

Caples Lake jumped 'out to a Mike Derwin and Mike Fajman to pace a balanced attack that car-
30-16 halftime lead and held on scored 19 and 18 points respec- tied Carson Valley Pharmacy.· 
the rest of the way in the Ttiesdaf' ;'. tl:Ve}Y'to lead'Caesars:u , "" · , ~ ""' ,, SclJit· Hemsath poured in a game- -
showdown played at. the Carson In A league action ,on Feb. 9, -~igh}2_points for Green Machine: rt 



:~,~.~,~it~~':~~:;'~?¥, a da,y at .the races 
. by,BRIAN-MAF~LY/•. ":·::-_!'.:11;,,-.., weekend,1t came,to Hope Valley;, .. 
R-C News Service · ... · i1JU?3 •:wher,.fSierraNe.vada,Dog Drixe.rs;;: 

I ... .•· ,;.: . . · ·. · Inc. hosted a two-day sled dog· · ..... 
· Mushing is not just a sport. competition. · · 

It's a way of life. Arid this · About two dozen mushers com-
I ~ ____ • i peted in t.his weekend's Canine 

Connection, the association's 
ninth annual sled dog race. 

The stars of the show were the 
knee-high running machines 
which puUthe sleds l;Uld mushers 
on . race courses' of up to eight 
miles. · 

"You get the dogs to think 
, they're racing against each other, . 
1 but. they're really racing against 
i the clock," said Ed Hoffmann, 
· who announced• the races on 
: ·. Saturday. 

Saturday's runs were a precur-
1 Sor for Sunday, when the fastest 

dog teams really show their met-. 
tle. 

No team was disqualified for 
~ . going too slow on the first day of 
< the event. In more comp~titive 
f races, however, mushers with a 
1 first-day time exceeding the top 
>'. finisher's time by half don't race 
i on the second day; . according to 
; Hofmann.· 
: · The top finishers in the qualify­
I ing runs led off Sunday's final 
I. ·. heat, which was a slight advantage 
1 · because the trail conditions were 
I better for those first· out of the r starting chute. I •• 

11 ·· "It doesn't make that much dif-
9 ference unless ·(the snow) is really · 
~· soft and punchy,." He .said. · 
: . "Everything revolves around the 

1 safety of the dogs." · 
~- · · Mushing is by no means easy 
~' on the team's huinan member, 

FRIENDLY GREETING. Sarah Edwards, 12,' of Gardnerville, 
laughs as Kortor, an American Canadian champion' dog, tries to 

· give her a kiss. R-C photo by Belinda Rohleder 

ttie best sled dogs, since they have 
been. bred for thousands of years 
for this purpose.- But a variety of 
other. breeds are coming• into the 
arena,-with Irish setters and hound 
breects crossing finish lines, regis-
tering competitive times. . 

. •. Smarter dogs are generally 
placed in the key position of lead-

. ing the team, where they are 
trained t.o respond to the com­
mands "gee" for right and "haw" 
for left. 

Tom Palmer, a naval architect 

he continued. "Irish setters happen · 
to be one of them. Call it stupidity 
or whatever. But they'll give you 
everything. You train them to run 
eight miles and they'll drop dead 
at 8.2 miles." 

Today's top performers weigh 
. less than 50 pounds, have·a slight­
ly roached back, angled shoulders 
and a deep chest, indicating a big . 
lung capacity. 

"The sled dog's lean appearance 
may cause some concern to the 
uninitiated spectator, but it should . . 



Ji, who has to-_ bark out c_ommands at 
the precise times - like at a fork 

,, in the trail - and is constantly Ii pushing with one foot to help pro-
pel the sled; · · 

Originating as an ancient 
Eskimo form of transportation, 

, mushing is now an organized sport 
ii in which its top competitors can 

cover their expenses and perhaps 
earn a living with the help of spon­
sorships. 

Alaskan huskies are said to be . ;, . . 

II"Om .oi-cmcnon, vv i:l:Sn,, pc,;;u,,-., 

racing a mixed breed known as a 
Chilicoote. 

The breed, engineered by a for­
mer racer in Oregon, combines the 
husky with the Dobe_rman pinsch­
er, Irish. setter and the brush grey­
hound. 

"Siberians will never give you 
100 percent. They always keep a 
reserve," Palmer said. 

"There are a few dogs that will 
.: wor~- until they kill themselves," 

li'iw' I~UJ.\;,Ull.Ail."':~ UIQI,, ~1-UV.:>'V QA,V_ ..._-1.,;r 

long-distance athletes- of ·the dog 
world," race organizers wrote in 
the event program. · Short-hair 
breeds have appeared on the race 
course in recent years now that the 
sport has ventured to r,_on-Arctic 
regions, like the_ Sierra, w~ich is 
blessed with perhaps the most 
mild Alpine climate in the world. 
Dogs don't need .all that hair to 

· stay warm if they are racing in the 
lower 48 states, Palmer opserved . 



TO THE FINISH. Lucy Bettis of 
Novato, Calif., above, drives 
her four-dog team to the finish 
line while the crowd cheers her 
on. (Doug Whorton photo) At 
left, Ron Rockholt of Madera 
Calif., loads up his dogs at the 
end of the race. R-C photo by 
Belinda Rohleder 
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) SLOPPY KISSES. Diana Whitten of San Jose gets a sloppy kiss 
from one of her sled dogs for the benefit of her young audience. 
R-C photos by Belinda Rohleder 



i<aLynn Payne _ , . . . · --/ 
·. Marilyn and Raymond T. Payne. , 
of W oodfords are the parents of a i ,' 

'.baby' girl, XaLynn Larisa, bOfJ\ '' 'i 
Jan. 26 ~t Carson~T~oe Hospital. 'i 
She . weighed Jl '<pounds,, 15 ·•• 
ounces at birth. · · · 



. . 

Al()i~e. County wrestle rs . earn m ed~IS 
... 

Nine meinb~rs of the Alpine 
County Police Activities League 
wrestling team returned home with 
merutls·1on1 totitnament competi-

tion in Fernley on Feb. 26. 
The USA Wrestling-sanctioned 

tournament attract~d more than 
300 age group wrestlers. 

. - > '.«· - ,> •··• A - · --- . D: ,, :. '"" ,j._;.{f);.TQtD{ft.ey ·- . in~.s~ .. M~ .. .,• :',_-~:· ;,,;i.,: 
·. ·'.::\ ::..! ; .... '·:- ,,- ~.:~e_~~ ~,"--1._~- -~-.;. .. , •• _ -,-~,-· -,-,-. . • ,;... .~~~~-- ~ • ,,,,. ~,~ --- ,_ ~ 1 ,_, •,i,.1' •·: 

_ . :.'(iH.n.s1 ;;:i01hi?!i!<~' ,Family Pract1ce 
··- ,;:• •- Children & Adults 

Now accepting new patients. 
Call for apJ?ointment 

(702) 782-8899 
Operi most S~furdays 9 am ~ 2 pm 

1540 Hwy 395 • ~ardnerville, NV 89410 

The Alpine PAL team was led 
by two gold medal winners; David 
Bennett and Jeff Martin. · · 

Troy Fonuma, JeffJohn '?Ild Al 
Bill earned silver for second-place · 
finishes in· their r¢specii:v:e age :and,, 
weight:classes::h: 'L·:: >, ,\ .,..,,x,~ ·. 

Ernie Evans, Michael-Pinzo!!:1 
JoslLt:Himmelr.ick., and .J:,ysle 
Turnbeaugh all placed third .. 

"It was a good tournament," 
· Alpine PAL assistant coach Dave 
· Fontana said. "Some of these kids 
had up to 20 wrestlers in their .· 
weight bracket." · _ .· ·-•·· __ 

· . The team competed in. Fallon · 
· this weekend. . 

Rec1xd Crun~, 3/lP/ 'i'1 

I 



T rnbeaug tinues comeback storY 
- .. , .. 

by CAROL TOLAN 
FlC Correspondent 

For freshman Tamara Turnbeaugh, 
'being on the Douglas High varsity ski 

, . team is a miracle. But being a winner has 
. been hard work. . 

In J991, Turnbeaugh shattered both 
heels in a skiing accident at Kirkwood that 
left her in·a wheelchair for three months. 

1 She didn't just warit to walk, she was 
· · goirig back to the slopes. After a summer 

of painful walking and skiing at Mt.,Hood, 
Oregon, Turnbeaugh got back on the lift. 

"Walking was tough for a while and 
very hard to do," Turnbeaugb said. ''But I 
always knew I'd. ski again." · 

Tumbeaugh skied her way to the finals 
and a second-place finish in the Tahoe 
Basin Ski League. Championships held 
Tuesday at Kirkwood. · 

Racers with the most overall points for 
the year from the five league teams skied 
against each other· on a dual slalom format 
course. 

Cara Leininger of North Tahoe defeated 
Turnbeaugh in the finals. Chelsea Sullivan 
of North Tahoe finished third and Kelly 
Welch of Tahoe-Truckee was fourth. 

For the ·boys, Brandon Dey of Truckee · 
took first, Tyler Stewart of Truckee sec­
ond, Wes Watkins of North Tahoe third 
and Rocco Bruno of Whitten fourth. . 

"These are the league's best," said Brad 

Robinson, the Douglas ski team's 
Kirkwood coach. "It's tough competition, 
but our kids know this course. This pro 
format is more competitive, man against · 
man.". · 

Turnbeaugh, a Far West Team·member, 
ranked. second in the league individually 
with 185 points during the regular season. 

In a purple-spider downhill Suit, 
Tumbeaugh faced the slalom c:ourse · only 
a few yards from• the tree that tookher off 
her skis in 1991. But with speed <!fld con­
centration, she systematically skied past 
her opponents to the final match. 

"This is her hili;'' said senior teammate 
Noelle Lamprecht. "She has this hill down 
.to an art and it's hers to conquer.''. 

'' ,. ----'--

In her .. final run, Turnbeaugh faced 
North Tahoe's Leininger, who had fin-. 
istied eighth for the .s~ason. In the soft 
spring conditions, Tumbearigh had a good 
start out of the gate,· but -a ski popped off 
three-quarters of the way down. · · . 

· "I hit a rut and it popped off," · 
TQfllbeaugh said. "I've: been running well 
on this course all day, but it just got. so 
soft.'' · .· . . · . , · 

''We're really proud of Tamara/' 1said 
Douglas coach -Phyllis Bateman~ "$he's · 
worked hard all year and is one of the 
fastest ones here." · 

· Other Douglas racers who made itpast 

()., .I .r, __ .· , · Cont)nu~ to page 10 
l\'<LC-<'Q .!oorur 3/3 l'ii · 
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Ski: Tigers compete 
Continued from page 8 
the qualifying round· included 
three boys .and two other girls: 
Junior Joe Day, freshman Ben 
Day and Justin Kolbe;. sophomore 

· Judy Vanvalkenburg and 
Lamprecht. Tristan Gorrindo also 
skied and Mike Christi . was an 
alternate. 

Lamprecht, who ha:S lettered 
for fpur years in alpine skiing at 
Douglas, made it through two 
rounds. of competition. Truckee's 
Kelly Welch; who had a fourth 
place finish for the day, edged her 
out by less than half a second.· 

"With this competition, I 
wasn't expecting a win," said 
Lamprecht, who finished third at 
the league championships last 
March. "I'm not a Far West racer 
this year, but I did well and fin­
ished in the top eight." 

Lamprecht finished her senior 
season with 162 points for sev­

. enth place. She plans to be an 
exchange student in France fol-
lowing graduation. · 

"I love the competition this 

ye~," Lamprecht said. "It makes 
you rac~ harder. This year we 
have more girls and having team­
mates to cheer you on is a boost." 

The season was an overall suc­
cess, according to coaches 
Jeannie Turnbeaugh · and 
Bateman. 

"We're happy with the season's 
results." Bateman said .. "We have 
almost all first time racers, and 
some kids came into the year 
scarcely doing a wedge." 

Training is rigorous and 
includes dry land drills starting in 
November, with weight training 
and aerobics. The team me.ets for 
practice every Saturday at 7:30 
a.m. on the slopes of Kirkwood. 

"We've had four all leaguers 
and more kids in the top eight 
than ever," Jeannie Tumbeaugh 
said. "We're proud .of all the kids 
and hope to see some new faces 
next year." · 

"This is a tough program and 
requires commitment," Bateman 
said. "But·.these kids can see 
results injust a season." 

... __ -



Group to meet at museum 
The old stone Alpine County 

Courthouse will be the setting for 
the next meeting of the Historical 
Society of Alpine County, Thurs­
day, March 24, at 7 p.m. 

"I couldn't think of a more ap­
propriate place for my slide pre­
sentation," said guest speaker Jim 
Long, whose grandfather, Judge 
L.T. Price, presided over court in 
the same room many years ago: 

Following a brief general busi­
ness meeting; Long, now a 'rang~r 
for the California State Parks and 
a resident of San Clemente, will 
dim the lights and tum on speakers 
and projectors to start his "sound 
and light" program. "Range .of 

Light" will transport the audience 
frorii the courtroom to glazed-ice 
caves, mountain meadows and the 
summit of the Sierras, accompa­
nied by crescendos of sunsets and 
orchestral music. 

During intermission, members 
will shar~ a dessert "potluck" with 
coffee made by Carolyn Vaughn 
of Tiers of Joy Coffee House. The 
finale will be a short slide show of 
Markleeville-in-the-old-days. 

The Historical Society encour­
ages the public to attend the pro­
gram. 

Anyone who wants more infor­
mation may phone Gina Gigli, 
(916) 694-2253. 
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Waldear Great Race winner 

Kirkwood's Debbi Waldear 
was successful in her return to The 
Great Ski Race from Tahoe City to 
Truckee last Sunday, March 6; 

Waldear, returning from a 10-
year Great Ski Race hiatus, 
claimed her first victory in the 30-
kilometer nordic race with a time 
of one hour, ~2 minutes and 12 
seconds. 

More than 700 skiers started 
the 18th annual race at the Tahoe 
Nordic Center in Tahoe City. The 
overall. winner was Dave 
McLaughlin of Truckee, who 
completed the course in 1:21,34. 

Waldear, 44, finished well off 
the course record of 1:21:59 set 
last year by six-time. winner 
Nancy Fiddler, but it was still the 
third fastest women's time in race 

- history. 
You wouldn't have known it by 

talking to her, though. 

"I had a horrible race. Half tbe 
people who beat me, I've been 
beating them all season," Waldear 
said, referring to her 23rd-place 
overall finish. · -

Waldear crossed the finish 
more than three minutes ahead of 
the second-place woman, Mary 
Prince of Tahoe City, who fin­
ished in 1:35:56. Susan Lannoy of 
Tahoe Paradise was third in 
1:37:02. 

Waldear has her sights set on 
an even bigger challenge, the Gold 
Rush, on March 27 at Royal 
Gorge. The event serves as the 
men's 50-K and women's 30-K 
national championships. 

"I've won it before, but proba­
bly not this time," she said. "Some 
of the national team girls are sup­
posed to be there, and I hear the 
Norway girls might show up, too. 
Top 10 would be good." 

McLaughlin, 30, led the 1,000-
foot climb to Starratt Pass, the 
highest point on the course, and 
eventually• crossed the finish 
uncontested. He was more than 
two minutes better than Dave 
Stover of Reno, who was second 
in 1:24:11. 

John Cobourne of Minden fin­
ished fifth in the men's 40-49 age 
group, 26th overall, with a time of 
1:33:04. · 

Mike Lannoy of Tahoe 
Paradise was first in the men's 40-
49 division in 1:25:06. 

Another Carson Valley racer, 
Wayne Kocher, skied to third.­
place in the men's 50-59 category 
in 1:46:02. 

Other local finishers included 
Greg-Tpwnsend in 1:58:23, Carol 
Muir in 2:09:35, Ron Michelsen in 
2:20:15 and Martha Betcher in 
2:42:40. 

Echo to Kirkwood race this Saturday 
R-C News Service 

Between 300 and 400 nordic 
skiers are expected to turn out for 
the 21st annual Echo Summit to 
Kirkwood race on Saturday. 

The 12-mile race from Echo 
Summit on Highway 50 to 
Kirkwood on State Route 88, 
starts at 10 a.m. 

Snow conditions are regarded 
as favorable right now, according 
to Kirkwood Ski Touring Center 
Director Debbi Waldear. 

"If it stays like this, we'll have 
great spring skiing conditions," 
she said. 

The course is highly challeng­
ing, including a 1,300 vertical foot 

climb during the second mile, pas­
sage through dense woods, and . 

' finally a descent to the Kirkwood 
Ski Touring Center. 

Doug Read of Carnelian Bay 
won last year's race, which was 
postponed one week due to 
avalanche danger. The race had 
171 entries. 
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Alpine PAL wrestlers strike gold 
Three Alpine County Police 

Activities {Aague (PAL) wrestlers 
earned gold medals d_uring 
freestyle tournament competition 
in Fallon last Saturday, March 5. 

Jeff Martin, Jeff John and 
David Bennett won champi-

onships in their respective. age and 
weight classes during the USA 
Wrestling-sanctioned tournament. 
It marked the second straight week 
Bennett and Martin had won gold. 

AI Bill also captured a second­
place medal, while Lysle 

Turnbeaugh, Josh Himmelrick, 
Eric Rogers and Mike Pinzon were 
third-place finishers. · 

About 20 Alpine County PAL 
wrestlers are preparing for the 
Nevada state USA championships 
in Las Vegas March .19-20. 



,~'fiilJ~PcihostsSpring ,part}' 
; i'_.: :i: 'litiW:~ Sk{Reson)s h,ostirig. · With. the highest ·base elevation of 

. a·sp#n$ s]tj partyJiom•¥~ch 26, all Northern CaHfornia resorts, 
·_ . through April J and :.0,ontinuing Kirkwood j_s known for maintain­
•·. every week¢nd untilM:ay I,;: . , 1ng ~ome of the best spring skiing 
··<\nt~i~~¢ij#J%show sforms'have left . ·conditions in the Lake Tahoe area . 
. :'.,p}en'tf,:'o(':§riow at .Kirkwood.:to Each .winter;'Kirkwood receives 
'pr~vitJ~, gr~t spring, skiing condi- the greatest annual snowfall in the 
tiqtrs:,,,;:'./t} •· ·. , ,··. · •. • · . ·. ·· Sierra with an average of425 

· ; 9tj'i~i,lf¢,~ 5, l(irkwoodreceived _. inches falling during the season. · 
; ~~.~,cJJW:iij~Lsix to eight iriohes of ..... · Colder overnight .temperatures. 
' .,n~W::S,i'to.{v,;~rln'gingourbase,depth ·, help maintain conditiqns;With the 

. •.}l:l,~~,f~~f !i~,?2.·inch~· to 96 inches.'• ··.·.·•·:rew~r°:f e:~~l~~~~ri~~b:arde;;. 
1 ·· '.w~rtfog:1:for'.the 'spriWg: season .to.· 
'·> · · 6fficiaitybUce off, fr•$:Jauttch·.time:' 

~frkwood Wilt 'feature'cl1aiftt · 
coritests•ana:actlv'ities;stire'to cure 
even the most sevei-e 'cases 'of 
SJ)tjntfevef i, :;·,·c,,• ,·.•.··.• ··. . ·••-
_,; Showlfo~tders {tdt:e-16,ihe·iHr '' 

·. and let it fly puring tb~:dailf 29ig .· 
· ai( conte~ts,' whe're · the bigget'< the. 
. ali, the gre~tet the)'ewatas.'Slciers 
, wifl: c~t~h.•splrit~' .• fnoh~i~i a.it-_of 
· their own in:ithe'' s·J& jumplhg>c6n~ 
test$ .--:- all (he thrills of LiHeham• 

·.• •. m~r' without th~'"rtasty•/~c(>fes' of . 
EastTransyNania•i ;·: :; ::i. 

·- , · "Skimnrets will skF of board 
dbwO low.er Monte Wolf-e:tun, 

: .'~i{fJf:!t~ 
· __ :o/e ?~.°"f~~'l1~i~'g.;i:;t1Le~Q.·, 



Lannoy wl ns • EchO to· KirkvVbOcr · · , 
. . . 

It was crowded at the start. but time in three years he has won the ·· to Kir1nvood ~ve11(thie~ ti~es 
.Mike Lannoy· ofSollth Lake · event .· • : , . .. . between 1989 and1991;: · .. · .. · · .. · . 
Tahoe was alone atthe finish in Alex GignotJX, a South Tahoe Rounding out the. top IO were 
the Echo to Kirkwood Race and High senior(finished: setond in Oliver Erelsford ·.In fourth 
tom onSaturday; . . . . . . . . . 1:47:40;17 .. · . . . . . .. . _ .. . . 

.· Approximately 340 c<>tnpetitoJ;S ·. . DebbfWald~ar.of.f(irk)Vo!:>p . 
. . took part 'intti.e)2lst Echo··to· took third place and.)Jer•.•I:48:3O 
{ Kirkwood even~ •.·.· .• , . , . . was tlle-fastesttinfo ainong·all 
! . : . i.annoy; AO, C.001pleted .the .12~ . women in ffie roc'e? .'. i '. · } ... Cf 0 
: mile nordicjoumey across the - · >: fobh ~()boom, 46, .. o{Miild~n 
! crest oftheSi~a Nevadafrom finished sixth ·overall in a &me:of 

--~ U.S. Highwaf 50 and State Route 1 :58:58, ne;µ-lyfo,ui minutes ahead minute and reaf blustery :and cold;,- . 
! 88 in 1 hPtir,42 minutesaml3.80 ofµie.defonding race chM)pion, ._whencresting the 0 passes;'' said 
·; seconds. I{ pi~ked the seco~d Bill Read. Cobourn woifthe ~ho · Gary George of Gai:dnetville. . 
• ~-~· · 31 '2-i \q~ _ .· 

I 



···Peak performanpe 

T amara Tumbeaugh of Mark1eevi11e 
. hit the peak of a banner sea59fl with 
a silver !1Jeda1 medal performance 

at !he U.S. Ski Association/Role:x J-3 
Junior Olympics last wee)cat Mammoth. 

Turnbeaugh, who competes for the 
Kirkwood Ski Education Foundation 
(KSEF), earned a silver medal in the 
Maren 15women' super-0 and wound up 
with sUverin the combined during the· 

',: :. ' 

by DAVEPAICE, Sports Editor 

~--day charripionship event in 
,Mammoth Lakes; Calif.She also captured 
third-place in the gfanfslaJom and fourth 
iri the slalom; 

· 'DleJunior Olympic meet attractedJ3-
14yeai' old racers from nine western 
states, including Alaska, Washington, 
Or~gon,, California, Nevada, Montana, 
Wyoming,Jdiilio andUtah. . . .· .. 

Turnbeaugh placed second in the 
sii~r-p, .76 secorids behind Jonna .·, 
Mendes of South Lake Tahoe'sHeaverily 
SkiTeam. She finished second in the 
women'. s.combined standings, just.1Af~ . 
seconds behind anotherFar West.' ·· .. 

· Division rival, Megan Ganong of Squaw 
Valley. 

Those numbers just begin to tell how 
impressive this season.has 
beenforTurnbeaugh,a 14-)'ear-old 
Douglas High School fresh.man, 

''Tamara has really begun to fulfill her 
potential, We've seen the potential all 
alqng and she's now starting to b~eak the 

. envelope of thatpotentiru, with much 
more to come," said KSEFDirectorRay 

Dicius. ,<.·, ... ,·.·•·· .·· ...... ·•·· 
"Technic~Iy and physicaHy' her skills 

are deve1opingquitewel1, now we're 
hoping tosee hermental skills develop 
further,l>he added. ''SpecifiSally in matu­
'T,ity; handling stress and pressure;.-being 
.ible t? do aH the things that come with 

.·• comp~tin.g ~La high.level.., and that 
comes with having the experience." 

. Another dose ofexperience against 
high level .compe6tionjs forthcoming. 
Turnbeaugh. s second-place finish in.the 
Junior Olympic combined qualified her to 
compete at the Children.'s Wor}d · · 
Championships v;hich wWbe held 

· Thurs<.tayl1¥'ough Sunday.in Whistler 
B.C: . 

"This is going to be an invaluable 
experience," Dicius said. "It's definitely a 

. highlight to be picked to represent !.he 
U.S. in an.event like this .. Not only that, 
it's having the chance to see her peer 
group perfonn e,nd to sec how she stacks 
.up against them." 

Young Turnveaugh has faced a con­
siderable building process tn the last three 
years. In 1991, she shattered both heels in 
a skiing accident at Kirkwood that left her 
in a wheelchair for three months, 

"To be.able to compete and perform at 
this level with that type of injury in her 
past is' a tremendous accomplishment," 
Dlcius said. "She is a very strong athlete, 
a top student who is extremely intelligent, 
a team leader and great role model for the 
younger athletes in our program." . 
· She has also enjoyed a successful 
freshman year at Douglas, where she car­
ries a 4.17 grade point average in the 
classroom and last month placed second 
at the Tahoe Basin Ski League 
Championships at Kirkwood. 

Turobeaugh was joined at the J-3 
• Junior Olympics by Kirkwood teammate 
· GeoffFargo, an 8th grade smdent from El 

Dorado HiUs, Calif. Fargo finished 61st 
in the men's super-G, 10 seconds off the 
winning pace set by Geoffrey Stephenson 
from the lntem1ountain Division. 

''Tuisls onlyGeoffs second year of 
:radng and second year on our ski. team, 
so just qualifying for theJ.O:'s and being 
one of20 boys chosenfrom Far West.is a 
tremendous accomplishment," Dkius 
said. "He's had an excellent year, comiflg 
basically from the back of the pack up to 
the first third of the pack." · 
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arms, legs; stomach, inner thighs 
and fee~ 
· According to court documents, 

A Genoa .woman accused of the girl was trtmsferred to Washoe 
killing her 4-year-oid daughter had Medical Center where she 
recently. regained custody of the placed on life support 
girl. Investigators questioned Garda:-

Terry Jean Garcia-Ortiz, 27, re- Orti:z: about. the injuries to 
gained custody of her .four. chil• <Wughter; 
dren two months ago, according to The woman said her .oldest 
documents filed in East Fork Jus• daughter hii Letisia on the head · 
rice Court by investigators. · .· four odive times with a baby bot.: 

During the course of their in~ tle, but that Letisia was not in;. 
vestigation, sherifrs office detec• jured. 
tives learned Garcia-Ortiz lost cus- She. told investigators that a 
tody of the children in Alpine short·· time later, the 5-year-old 
County in connection with the al- came for her and she saw Letisia 
foge<l child abuse of Letisia Ortiz, face down on the .floor with a chair 
who died Sunday ofjrijuries sus, on top of her. 
tained last ,veek; . The 5-year-old was questioned 

:According to courLdocuments, about the incident and told detec- · 
Oarcia-Ortiz lost i::~stodyof the . Jiminary hearing. tives I.hat she and her other sister 
giflforbiting heron the check and Paramedics responded to a .re• were spinning arol)nd on the chairs 

>puming herJeet. port of ru, injured child at the Lit~. when one Jell and struck Letisia 
.... · However; the .case was handled . tle Mondeaux Ranch on March 23, on the head. 
by·the Alpine Comity Department according to Sgt. Lance Modis- Detectives interviewed the 5, 
of Social Services and Garcia-Or- pacher of the Douglas County year-old the following day through 
tiz. was neither arrested nor Sheriff's Office. the Washoe Medical Center 
chart,;edin the incident Genoa volunteers were first cm SAINTS program, where children 

Garcia-Qniz was arraigned in th.c. ste'n~jlt about 3 p.m la~t can be questioned in a no,Hhreat• 
justice couri Monday on murder Wed1fosday. · ening environment. The girl al~ 
and child abuse char,ges in connet- they arrived, leg(;dly told investigators her 

.. ,lion with Letisia's death; unconscious she mother struck. Lctlsia in the head · 
•. Alphle tom)t}' Social Servkes placed ih i.U\ arrHh1farice JlS soon ¾'ilh.a bili'.iy l;i1,;1;1Jc. / ··•·.····.··•·· J • .. ·•· ... ·• 
Oirector Pat Schuman said she parame{ii¢.s arrived, When confronted w lth ,tier 
could not comment on any case Param.~ics dlscoverei:I bruising ~ughter's swte~.ent, Qatciri.~Ortlz 

. handled by h~ department consistenL\Vith child.abuse while . allegedly• told detectives she: be-
Deputy Distrlct Attorney Kris enroutC to C:arson~Tahoe. Hospital came .angr{ \'r',ith. the 'gidand 

. ·Bro~n 1 said defen~ auo:mey ~ad,:,:' ~,q radioed for soerm·~ lnvestig. st1~k:J!~r.u~ti!:~~~t~il1,~t~\lv\!Pli:]'i\:i! 
You~,i~.a.pp~~~,t~~ ~~.1~~~nd tors to meet them.' . . '' .··.· .. · ;, ' ' Aci:9rtlmg't0 coU11oocumentS,:~lt/:, ;I 

;llf ;:~r: " 
taff ~rtte, , jl\~~,: / •i'/1 f oi:!;,.i! 1! 
1111 I , 11 I/ 111 "',.l'.1 i '.'r)i 

111:'n-~o' par~nts I of' Carson Valley 

,. .• •··•·•·Anita Jeffers :and\Mike Sfonn'•:. ')t :when her. aaughtcr'lnt¢ryened:.:r;,:;.: •· .. ' .causc·.of •lllJtmes· retatoo· to·.the1t1~::,i;i'i1' 
.. J~.;.::~f.2?£!,:n~.aj'~.•:i•~ .. ~•~~~.~•-~~:~~1:::Iri::i::::•:;:;;(!m¥••:~!if,~w~.~ri.•.i'.~g~·~·•·t9iil!1~iii!ii11:liii:i:!il::~!~.~~1i:•:({i.·/:l:.,.)!·'.1)•§t•('•••;;r:.:; •• :,••·:•·•:••::::·•::•••,,.:t,t•',:t:1:!iii:::ii:il1:::: .• 111ill•• 
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. · Olifi9i'nQ'a · chllCf 
'fhe deat_h of one of the Carson Valley's 

children this week. and reports of violence at 
our middle school point oµt. what grim busi­
ness being a child has become. 
. ~o?T-year-ol~ ~etisia Ortiz died Sunday of 
tnJunes authont1es .believe she received at 
horpe. The little girl already had come to the 

~our.opinion 

In the second incident, a father said his 
daughter was slapped in the face so hard by 

: a student that il left a ,red n1~k. 

i tai~iiri~{{f ~~l~is~t}~f iftt?Rt~i*~tth€~' ;,. '. 
student perpetrators. Board members say 
they are concerned about the potential for vi-
olence at the middle school. 

We would suggest that these two incidents 
point out the fact that the situation has pro­
· gressed from "potential" to "actual." 

While opening a second middle school 
may alleviate the overcrowding at Carson 
Valley ,Middle School, simply separating 
the trbubleinakers ,v.on'tdo much to correct 
the problem. . . 

: Let's use our resources as a community to 
ensure that our children have the right to 
grow up and feel safe in any situation 

· whether at school or at home. , · · · 
It's too late for Letisia Ortiz.. · 

· ·· But have we. grown sd big that this litt1e · 
::girl stay$:~ s~ll~li~, ~4. th~ ,kind of vi~le.nce 

·. /;that is\betorhing''iti~W~~i_p,gl~ 1co_xnmon. irt ·. 
)our schools remIDnt@t¢~~lceg;? ·. . . .. . 
c. '.. . . . . • .· . . . .• . ' ,__c.;.· ____...:__;_------..L 



Dat So La Lee, a Washo woman whose given name at birth was Dabuda, was thought to be born sometime 
around 1835 in Douglas County, Nevada. She proved to be the finest basket weaver of the West; 

today her fine pieces are displayed in such distinctive museums as the Smithsonian Institute. 
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Dat So La Lee: 
Weaver of Legends 

D at So La Lee sat 
beneath the pines 
outside her home 

and skillfully worked an 
~wl through the coiled 

,ves of her degikup, or 
"fL 1cy" basket. Her per­
sonal agent and financier, 
Abe Cohn, urged her on, 
for even in the early 1920s 
he could obtain $5,000 for 

· one of her masterpieces. 
During the first quar­

ter of the twentieth cen­
tury, this aging, 310 
p md W asho woman 
""dS a common sight in 

by Maureen Bell 

given name was Dabuda. 
Dabuda grew up fol­

lowing the manners and 
trails of her people, who 
were semi-nomadic in na­
ture. During most years, 
they traveled in single 
family groups from early 
spring until fall, moving 
as the need for food or 
shelter arose. 

. Tahoe City, California, on 
the confluence of the 
Truckee River and Lake 
Tahoe in the Sierra Ne­
vada. When distracted by 
tourists, she would jiggle a 
bag of coins and gra­
ci0usly accept their 
r. mey. And when she 

"Wonder Hunters," 1919. Using traditional materials of willow, 
redbud bark and black bracken fern root, Oat So La Lee invented 
and perfected the small-mouthed globular basket known as the 

degikup, a basketry style made for sale to tourists and collectors. 

Her winters were 
spent along the Carson 
River or in Eagle Valley, 
now Carson City, or near 
the hot springs on the east­
ern Sierra foothills, by 
present day Genoa and 
Reno. There she and her 
people lived in campoodies, 
simple structures of sticks 
and thatch or bark. They 
wore rabbit skins for 
warmth and ate the food 
collected in the fall - pine 
nuts, various grass seeds 

The stitches are very fine; some are thirty-two to the inch. 

teard a steamer blow its silver 
whistle, she would glance across the 
twelve-mile-wide, 2,300 foot deep 
"lake in the sky" and reminisce about 
· ~r life and her people. In honor of 
.,tese memories, Oat So La Lee wove 
the legends, customs and history of 
the Washo Indians into her baskets -
works of art that portrayed an impor-

tant saga about the West. 
There are no records of Oat So La 

Lee's birth; her life began close to 
twenty years before writing reached 
the Washo world. Scholars and histo­
rians believe that she was born in 
1835 in an Indian village now known 
as Sheridan, a deserted mining town 
in Douglas County, Nevada. Her 

and berries, and small game animals. 
It was during these years Dat So La 
Lee learned to make pinenut soup 
and to weave baskets, two feminine 
arts handed down from one genera­
tion to the next. 

As spring slowly approached, 
people grew restless and hungry. The 
heartier W asho journeyed to Lake 
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Tahoe, or Daow, the "center of their 
world," where they lived in caves and 
other natural shelters and caught the 
abundant whitefish. One or two men 
would carry a load of the fish to the 
camps so the old and the sickly, new 
mothers and young children, would 
not starve. 

Soon those remaining in the low­
lands trekked up the steep trail to 
Lake Tahoe. They camped at assigned 
beaches, blessed themselves and ate 
the bountiful fish, fruits and nuts. 
It was then that the Washo, a scat­
tered and isolated people, 
joined as a single group 
for the spawning season. 

dined, families left their lakeside 
camps with reluctance. They wan­
dered into the alpine forests above 
Lake Tahoe, often constructing wind­
breakers of brush, called gadus. The 
damp mountain meadows provided 
an abundance of vegetation, on which 
sheep, deer, antelope and wild fowl 
grazed. The W asho spent the summer 
months hunting wildlife and collect­
ing grasses, seeds and tubers. Women 
gathered roots, bark and branches 
for creating baskets. Dat So La Lee 
claimed herself to be a medicine 

~ "· -~ 

ebrate the harvest, a group of tri 
members formed a circle and sa 
Some threw nuts and cones tot 
four winds from winnowing baske 
others chanted and prayed that 
member of the tribe would become 
and that the pinenut groves would 
ways be abundant. 

The next two weeks were sp 
gathering and preparing pinenuts f 
winter storage; a long pole was us 
to knock the nuts to the ground. 
nuts were then collected in piles 
shoveled into large baskets. Wh 

finished, the people ei 
stayed near the pinen 
groves or drifted slo 
west, toward Honey L 
or into Eagle Valley. Th 

.. ' 
they set up camps and c 
lected great piles of wo 
to store and use duri 
the deep snows and bi 
winter weather. 

·. ~ \. 
.\ 

.\ ' 
'.'· \ 

. \ ~, 
., 

•· .. , 
:\/ 

The Washo lived 
lifestyle for thousands 
years. That is, until t 
white men entered th 
world, with the first ex 
dition conducted und 
the leadership of famo 
pathfinder John C. Fr 
mont. 

Dat So La Lee claim 

W asho men would 
dream that this important 
season was about to begin. 
While they waited, the 
people danced and sang, 
obeying the Washo laws, 
living a simple and prin­
cipled life. Then came the 
harvesting of the fish. Na­
tive trout and a type of 
large sucker swam up the 
streams by the thousands, 
their bodies crowded from 
bank to bank. A religious . 
ceremony preceded the 
harvest; people then 
waded into the streams 
armed with baskets, 
scooping up the fish and 
tossing them onto shore. 

The spawning season, 
which usually lasted two 
weeks, was a time of great 

"With the Aid of Medicine Men'~ Magic Arrowpoints Abundance 
of Game Was Slain," 1924. Over the age of ninety when she died 

in 1925, Dat So La Lee left a rich heritage of over 120 major 
baskets, as well as many minor baskets and miniatures. 

to have seen Fremont 
his soldiers in 1844 wh 
they first explored the N 
vada territory. Since som 
claim the event to ha 

social interaction, a time when lead­
ers of the various Washo groups met 
and conferred. Medicine men com­
peted in displays of magical powers. 
Courtships were initiated or renewed 
and marriages consummated. It was 
during these celebrations that stories 
of legendary creatures sprang from 
the shores of Daow; such creatures as 
Ang, a monster bird which terrorized 
the Washo people. 

1"AT1- -- Ll- ... .-..--..-••-!-- .., .... .,...,...., .,..3,.... 

woman, who made only ceremonial 
baskets or those baskets placed in the 
graves of chiefs and medicine men. 

By late fall, well fed and happy, 
Dat So La Lee and her people traveled 
eastward to forage the sacred hills for 
seeds and berries and for their staple 
food, pinenuts. While the northern 
bands concentrated in the hills north­
west of Reno, the southern Washo 
met on the southeast side of Minden 
,,,...,-1 r.'..,,.,-l.-,o,.nHlo ;,., l\Tou<>rl<> 'Tn ri:>1-

happened in Eagle Valle 
while others claim it to have been · 
West Walker Lake, the stories of a· 
tually seeing him may be a myth. Th 
sighting could have been a compan 
of the First Dragoons as they passe 
through. 

At any rate, Dat So La Lee an. 
her nephew grew curious and ap ' 
proached the group. A mounted sol· 
dier treaded too close, throwing th ··• 
boy to the ground. A man with epal.1 . 
lPttP~ nn hi~ ~hm1ldPr~ immediatel i: 



orr · ,red the soldier to apologize. 
An ng Oat So La Lee's most trea­
sured possessions were some brass 
buttons which she said the soldier 
gave to her. 

Fremont himself described the 
Washo as a peaceful people who of­
fered hospitality and shared their 
knowledge of the land with him. But 
behind Fremont came a wave of ex­
pk 'rs, all seeking the easiest moun­
tai, ,asses to the West. 

Next came wagon trains of set­
tlers on their way to the great Calif­
ornia Gold Rush. Many of these 
pioneers chose to stay on land belong­
ing to the W asho. They cut trees to 

· build houses, surrounded their 
ranches with fences and grazed cattle 

· on the natural grasses. 
At first the Washo tried to collect 

at mpensation for the land. One 
Washo named Captain Jim accepted 
two sacks of flour from John Reese 
in 1851 for the land around present 
day Genoa. A misunderstanding re­
sulted. The Indians thought the pay­
ment was for the use of the land, 
while the settlers were sure it was for 
the purchase. The white men later re­
fu d to pay a penny for the property. 

With the swelling settlement of 
white population, the Indians needed 
more area in which to live. The 
Washo competed with the Paiute for 
land; fierce battles ensued. It is told 
that in the early 1860s the Paiute de­
clared war on the W asho and sub­
dued them. During the battle, Oat So 
La Lee claimed, she and her chiefs de­
st iyed all the fine baskets she had 
e1. -er made, for they were too sacred 
to fall hi the hands of the enemy. 

Thousands of eager people 
flocked to Nevada in 1858, when the 
,..,"'mstock Lode was discovered. To-

. y this historic era is considered the 
heyday of Nevada, when the "Silver 
State" made more money than Sacra­
fi'ento and San Francisco combined. 

With this swarm of miners, 
\ asho country became white man's 

AubuRN DRUG Co. 
- DoWNIOWN SiNCE ] 896 -

rm&i3:~ey 
"Independently owned & operated" " 

"In the Heart of the Gold Country" 

t 3450 Lincoln Way, Auburn 
Conveniently located 

1-80, Foresthill exit 

916-885-8611 or 800-201-0121 

lRuly A S1Ep BAck IN l1ME .. _ . 
• A LEAdER PhARMACY 
• UNiQuE SpRiNG Gih ldEAs 
• Vish OuR MARblE SodA FouNTAiN 

foR AN OLD--FASHIONEO 
ICE CREAM OEliqhT 

❖ 68 Comfortable 
Remodeled Rooms 

❖ Climate Controlled 
Year-Round Pool 

❖ Computer Ready 
Telephones 

❖ Meeting Room for 
up to 15 People 

For favorable rates on savings and loans, and quality low cost services, join our 
growing family-public employees who work or live in Placer, Nevada, or 
Sierra Counties, retired public employees, and their many family members. 

Call Toll-Free 
AUBURN: 885-2493 ROSEVILLE: 962-2876 
GRASS VALLEY /NEVADA CITY: 272-8303 

~,PLACER 
,,,,. CREDIT UNION 
635 Mikkelsen Drive • P.O. Box 5410 • Auburn, CA 95604 
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land. Commercial fishing 
took over at Lake Tahoe 
and hillsides of trees were 
cut for buildings at Vir­
ginia City, Gold Hill, Sil-
ver City and Dayton. 
Timber was used to shore 
up miles of underground 
tunnels and shafts. Fences, 
roads and railway tracks 
cut off the game trails, 
streams and lake shores. 
Game animals were 
hunted more often, de­
pleting their supply. Mine 
wastes polluted the 
streams and killed the fish. 
Epidemics of white men's 
diseases swept through 
the Indian village""'.---

_.-.:::::= 

-' / .•. 

;fff ,~.; 
. ' ~··-... 
f 

~~. ·,. 

"'< -· . .-, 

City physician, wrot 
his 1912 journal that 
knew Dat So La Lee l 
before she was famo 
She first married a m 
named Assu, who had· 
berculosis. They had ·· 
children, neither living 
maturity. At some po 
Assu became very an 
with Dat So La Lee 
left in a rage, tryin 
cross the Sierra in . 
middle of a winter sto 
He died of exposure. F: 
long time, Dat So La·· 
was afraid of the rev 
that her husband's f 
might exact upon her 

After some time, 
married Charley Ke 
a good hunter and f 
erman as well as an e 
craftsman who made 
rows which he sold to 
whites. Upon her ma 
age, Dat So La Lee c 
ed her name to Lo • 
Keyser. She had no 
dren with Charley. 

The W asho were no 
longer able to support 
themselves, so they mov­
ed onto reservations or 
near white settlements to 
work as servants; some 
begged for food. DatSo La 
Lee washed clothes and 
cooked for the miners and 
their wives. She no longer 
used traditional items to 
cook with; tin pans and 
iron pots were provided. 
In fact, Dat So La Lee was 
so busy trying to earn a 
living that her former bas­
ket weaving skills were 
neglected. In her spare 
time, however, she gamb­
led. She liked the Indian 
gambling games played 
with sticks or bone dice 
and the new games of 
chance the white men 

Top: "Hunting Game of the Air in the Sunshine," 1904. 

The days of Neva 
mighty wealth pas 
quickly. And then the 1 
years came. Work for. 
So La Lee became sea 
and her age made her 1 
desirable as a servant. 
1895, when about six 
five years old, she wa .. 
to Carson City with ( 
willow-covered whis 
flasks and showed the 
Abe Cohn, who owt\ 
the local emporium a, 

Bottom: "Our Ancestors Were Hunters," 1902. Dat So La Lee 
was supported by the patronage of Abe and Amy Cohn, owners of 
an emporium in Carson City. This support allowed her to devote 

her time to weaving masterpieces from 1895 to 1925. 

brought to Nevada. Some-
times she played straight through 
two days and nights. 

In 1871 Dat So La Lee moved to 
the then-busy mining town of Moni­
tor, in Alpine County, California, and 
worked for the Harris Cohn family. 
There she became familiar with the 

"' 
38 SIERRA HERITAGE ♦ MAR/ APR 1994 

methods of the Indian traders. She 
also became attached to the curly 
headed little Abe Cohn who later be­
came her agent. 

Dat So La Lee then moved to 
the Keyser and Elrod Ranch in 
Carson City. Dr. S. L. Lee, a Carson 

who was interested in 
dian basketry. He thought that h 
work showed promise and enco 
aged her to make baskets, telling h 
that he would try to sell them. · 

Dat So La Lee quickly wove se, 
eral ceremonial baskets which we 
readily bought; they were pleasing 



d sign, excellent in form and fine in 
s ch. But she needed constant en­
collragement to keep working, which 
came in the form of an offering of pre­
sents and bonuses. In despair, Abe 
built her a house on his property in 
Carson City, complete with modern 
conveniences, a work room, and a 
place to store her materials. Here, 
she and Charley lived for nine 
n- ,nths each year; summer months 
v ·e spent at Tahoe City. They were 
fe._1, clothed, had their fuel furnished 
and their doctor bills paid. 

Dat So La Lee could now devote 
all of her time to weaving. The local 
press and the window displays in 
both of Abe Cohn's stores, the Tahoe 
Tavern in Tahoe City and the Empo­
rium in Carson City, caused her mas-

?ieces to be in high demand. Abe 
1< ?t records of her work, marking the 
bJskets with the initials "L. K." (for 
Louisa Keyser) and a number. In his 
handwritten ledger, entries show her 
large, important baskets to be num­
bered to L. K. 120. Because she could 
not write, her handprint proved her 
bill of sale. 

In November 1919, Abe Cohn 
t )k Dat So La Lee to the Arts and 
( afts Exhibit at St. Louis, Missouri 
where she and her work were exhib­
ited for thirty days. Museum curators 
in both Europe and America bid for 
her baskets and even J.P. Morgan, 
Sr., the famous financial wizard, 
bought several of them and took a 
friendly interest in Dat So La Lee's 
vvelfare. 

Six years later, on December 6, 
)25, Dat So La Lee, the finest known 

basket weaver of the West, died of 
dropsy. Today, her baskets are found 
in such museums as the Smithsonian 
r"'lstitute in Washington D. C. and are 

lluable collectors' items nationwide. 
Many are worth tens of thousands of 
dollars apiece. Dat So La Lee's mas­
terpieces symbolize a time when Na-
ive Americans lived free in an 
lbundant land they called home. ❖ 

PJI! 45 YEARS OF.· 
~reE?tF ExcELLENcE 

CUSTOM JEWELRY 
DESIGNED FOR YOU OR 

SOMEONE YOU LOVE. 

2655 Bell Road• Rock Creek Plaza, Auburn 
(916) 888-6220 

;-916., 
273-8820 / 273-1336 

~al Estate Heritage 

Kathy Eacobacci Patty Eacobacci 

Mother I Daughter 
SINCE 1962 

9 0 1 La Ba r r M ea do w s R d . , Ste . A • G r a s s Va I I e y, CA 9 '5 9 4 9 

PLANTS 
FoRALL 
SEASONS 
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~~-old~ Q>t.m~ girl could with ot)iei fainily JJ1erriQel'S af4T an · not have happened.'' a glass ba:by bottle near Genoa. : · 
bave been avoided if California aµ,. , inci4ent 'in Woodford$, Cali[~.jn Alpine·~ pistrict ~y . ·Letisia died Su:nday'llftet being i 
tJlorita ~ his ~i adyice which litisia allegedly was bitten Hank Murdock sai~ the Alpine Su- taken Qff ,a life Sllpport systeJJ1. ·· 
.n to return the chiklJohetparents. on thefllce by bet.mother. . ·•.··· ' . '.··· peri. or Court lield.a,•heatjng to de-.. ·. Other bruises c:>n theliUI¢ gir .. rs ' I ' 

:. Jobn•Satb: chiefof;theNevada Di• Sarb said. Nevada recommended termine whether it was• safe for the· ·. · body showeda'pattern ·. of,abuse, 
vision of Child ~ Family Seivices, agillnSt returriing me clnldreµ;.but ~ childretl ,to MaY w.ith I tbeir mothe(.. authorities said.. . . . . .· .• 
said Alpin.c Covn1Y asked hist May · parents regained CUStQdy in January,•.. . He added she was never charged in Mrs .. Gatcia-Ortiz faces an April · 
ij)out· returning .Letisia Joyce Ortiz · "We said no, it was not a good Alpine County. . Tprelimin;\TY .heatjng.· S.h.e re,-
mkJherthree'Siolings to Gilberto and · idea," Sarb said~ ''They did ihmy- Th~ 27-year-old mother now mainedjail~on$500,()90.baiL, > 
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Pl'rtJd; EEi;mily gathers atfH�9ral · fq�,.4 .. yj�r�o IQ 
<m� ��)it�-�� ha•oeen h:e is ru�;ie:��,; ihe day, J;l.����= "Reach out and. . '. Mw'we bury the dead.so they 'can Martinez. managed ;'fo find some . so�g for the gfrlas llie'c<!Slcet Was.

· • , , ; go on theirjourney;" h� said. , . good. - . . . •· · . . low�red into the gra�ei He told her
i�z .of tbe .Jlit a ''W,e come here·:to' pay our . ('It is a goo4 thing that you to remember the smig and letit

i}i�rikled '-V�t,et respects to this f3Illily lµld this lit� show you c.ire foe this family at guide her. . . . . . . . . 
Aa*ef'�s il w�s tfo girt It's a very'sad day that we . this· time," he said ·. . .. ··. . '.'follow this song," .:he 'said, 
ie -grave -site, He was have put away .iJittle girl. .When "It sh9ws thar�reis still good "and jr will take you to a good .·
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·rl's death>, lpine ord 
~9.,...v...,JEFF~.-=0-E..,..LON-. - 6,....· ------------------· Child and Family Services. . . . said hiring die ~vifu h\Wyer would]ikely· b¢•'a '. \ 

___ ir __ ibU__,n .... e .... st .... affo'-W ........ rit ___ er_·' _ .. ,_· --------,-.----- . thft!fihi~~~y~Z~tri:iaZ ~ .w~~t~~:f~~hg toclri.heJ?".Ji{ I 
··· MA.Ri<LEEVILLE - Alpine County leaders · · state Department of Social Services. to study the . ~ked.,;'~Are we trying>«> impress the. newspa,l i ·· · 

Et1Zfr:a!Ers-:= F.:&:c!Jh;i;~~? · :i~\~ii"iE~{ 
beaten to deatll by ~rm<>ther. : .. . ·· . the matter; . . .• or•Corirt Judge Harold Bf.lt1fitrd.0tc:>:Jeturn ille{ 

'·we still"feel there .are•·questions that need to ' .~There's no finger-pointing to anybody ·here," chHdren to their pilrent;si cus}9(1y. was· made '. 
be answeredt ~d Supervisor C. Ann Wade. . said.Supervisor Pete, Blum, ·who aloqg .· \Vith . "with the. best information lie coqld get." ·. . .... ··• 
"Something in our system failed and as aresulta Wade serves mi the county's Social Services, · ''What was done wtongwasan irritable young·.· · 
child was murdered." . Cominittee. . . . . . .. ... wplll3Il (allegedly) l>eat h~ cbild to death," Mur;-
··. :,The county will .. look:into it's handling ofthe .·. · Blum. sai<i an inv~tigation is needed tQ deter- docksai¢. ·. . , '·>; .. ·.·· ... •.,>:,•.:• . ··.. , ··i' ....... · ·.·., ·•. 

case of 1.etisia Joyce Ortiz. who died Much 2,7 af- · mine .how the county's system to prot~t children · Supervisor Cafu:(t.m,ik:;a~d;the investiga.ti.oi:ISc;i 

::e1~:~S/f:i16°m%8it&~•~ i~~ · :o~e':;:J:\~ctt;~r:.c;ea?t:ir can be is ~J:J,ttie,~~·t:failgt :iwe·reJ~r~l;,;, 
mother;.J'erryJeanGarcia-Ortiz,faces a murder "This.is an.immediate problem arid! think it child,"Craik~kVThispu1icular~h$broughC i 

. charge1Itt<>nnection with the child's death; needs an immediate answer ;"Blum said. . the problem out into the operi and to a h~<t''. ' · · · 
· Letisia . and arid three of her siblings were re- · District Attorney Hank Murdock· said his of- Lee - a Sacramento trial lawyer and former 
portedly remanded to the custody of other family fice. would cooperate With· any investigation by Sacramento County .pistric~ attoflley; - .said ~e 
members by· Alp~rie County authorities af~r a· the Attorney General· s Office, but th~ ,co11fiden- planned to ua.vel' to '.Mar}4ee~lle\t¢ly to beg~,, .. 
1992 incident in Wood{ords.during which the tial county records on the Ortiz case could not by 'Yorlc on his ·mvestigation; He confirmed he has' c · 
child was allegedly bitten by her mother. law be opened up to an independent attorney. worlced .on several cases 'involving, child Protec-:. · 

The children· were returned to their parents . Sheriff Skip Veatch expressed sirriilar concerns. · tive seryices, but qeclined t9 elaborate .. · .· .· ·.. . , 
through an order in Alpine County Superior · · Litnited acce~ to county records by indepen- ''They want somebody from the outside to .take 
Court in late January. That action was reportedly dent counsel was cited as the reasori by Supervi~ . a look ands~ what can be done better," Lee 
taken despite a recommendation against such a Sor Eric Jung for his no vote Tuesday; Jung, said. ''They're tcying to fix something if there's 
move from officials with the Nevada Division of while favoring an investigation by state 'officials, something broken." 

--· 



Story of Sorensen's 
TI1c. Hope VaHey Publishing Co. has 

just rclcnsed tl1e first printing of "They 
Came Every Summer," the history of 
Alpine County, Calif. focused within 
the talc of Sorensen's Resort from 
1876. 

Taking his cue from the magnificent 
backdrop of the Sierra Nevada land­
scape, author Art Ewart weaves a faciu­
a1 western tale into the larger events of 
history. . 

Using a<; the core of his story the set­
tling, building and growth of a small 
cluster of modest cabins along the West 
Fork of the Carson River iharbccamc 
known as Sorensen's Resort, E \Vart 
brings to life the family that eventually 
came to represent the sa.ga of the Amer-

esort in ope Valley in new book 
ican west. Some familie.s had ~ncoming to 

This emigrant family and their resort the resort for generations and spoke of 
encompass a "marvelously rich cultural tlieir emotional bonds to the place. 
history," says the author. Those who He notes, "It's not often you inter-
visited the resort over the years came to view people about their favorite vaca~ 
share tliis life and "came to identify tion spot and they start to cry." 
closely with the Sorensens and the cab- More recent visitors carrying on the 
ins themselves.'' tradition of returning every.year are 

Most of all, Ewart captures a sense of drawn because the place "exudes histo-
ptace in the classic meaning of those ry from every hearth and sapling.'.' --
words, from the stunning natural beauty Ewart recounts it all. 
of the land, to the hearty emigrants who "They Cam~ Every Summer" appeals 
scukd it and madCit their own, to the to readersimerestcd in the Sierra Neva-
generations still coming to find solace da, its richness and lore. 
in the l.andscape. "They·CameEvcry Surnmer"is 

During the course of his research, available through Sorensen's Resort by 
Ewart struck a chord with all of those .. · .. caHing l-800-423-9949 orby request 
he came into coni.act. . . -.. ·.• . through local bookstores: 

gc.ccrd Cw (1 ,.J~ 4 /7 )9'-l ·· -· 
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6-A The Record,Courier: •• Gardnerville,. Nev. • Thuri;day, April 7'; 1994 . . . ' . ' .. 

. ··.:C:hil:d;~$ .~~a:th:· S.uperVis9rs•:approve:.ptobe· 
: Contl~µetj fro~ ~~ge r >'': ' . ' q 'whai ~all ~ don~ to j,r,ev~nl @Y here?1')ung ~sked. I ' ' '' • 

their parents, .from officials wJth ' ',sµch futu:r~ tragedies. ... : ' ; ' ' ' . . ·~Are we trying. to impress the 
the Nevada Division of Child and · < ,"This is, .al\ immediate problem, new~paper~? Are w~ trying: to get 
, Fam.4y Se~ces. . . and l think. itrieeds an immedfat~: . , a good answer?" . · 
.· . .)3:)',,a-. ~.:J;,.vot,i: •sµper,vlsors .~n-. , .ansvver," B~um .. said. . , > .. .. : ... . . ~u.rdoc~ . also.: suggested the 
:Tuesday/voted ,to -ask the Cal1frir/ ••· ·. , .· District: Attor11ey ,Hank. Mur- .. · county was not atfault in.· the mat~ 

· nia Attomey General'.s Office ~d ;, doc~ said his·offic~ would c09per~ . , ter, saylng the (lecisionby Superi­
the $tate .DepartiJ'u~nt' of Soc;:ial · ate ·w_ith: any in:vestigation by the : or .C:ourt Judge Harold Br'1dford to · 
;Setvicesto·istudy . .the: county's - Attorney General's'Office, butthat. return the children to. their'parent's . 
:tumdling of the.Ortiz case'. Super- · . ;confidential' county record$ on the , . custqdy was made "With. the best 
visors also voted: to bite: Sacra• . ·•Ottii: case: could notiby '-law be · infonnation he could get." 
:merlto attorney' Christopher L~.to : ; .· opened'up: to· an independent ·attor-' . ''What was. done wrong' was ~n 
'conducran ·Independe.nfprppe into•· i 'ri'eyo Sheriff, . Skip'' V eafoh ' irritable young woman (alle~edly) 
the matter .. i' .:. : :, : · -· ; \. ., . e,i:pi;essed simil~ concerns. beat her child to.: c\eath,". lviurdoct¢ 

. ,,·, 1'Thete~s-nbtint~f~pbiriti~g tp ··: Supen:~s6r :ark Jung cited this, said,. . .··. " ';' . ·' '', . . ·. . . 
·.anybody· here,"· said · Supe,rvisot .. lipi!~d ~~ces~: to county records Supervisor Cam <;::raik agreed 

· ·· .'':Pete Biu111; who aldng with Wade · by mdependetj~ counsel as the rea- . . the investigation is w~nted; ·. 
serves 'on the county's SocfulSer:- .. sonJor his rio· vote on .Tuesday,· .. · ·''Somehow the system· has 

. '/Vices Committee .. , . . .. . . Jung; ~hilefavoring an investiga~ . failed ..Lwe've.lcist a child,'' Crailc' . 
' :.! ,: B'Illrii 's'aid an:'jniestigatioriJs' .tion by State officials,· said Mring •. said~ . . ·. ' ·.• ' · .. ·.· ' 
heeded .to .deter,111ifre·: hchv ihe' the prlyate lawyer would.likely be . ·. i'TMS p'articu1ar ·case has '; 
county;s• system to'/pr.ote<;(chit~ , · iwaste of.taxpayer money; .. · ,· · brqughtthe 'problern out into the·.· 
dren failed-in ttiis instance'; .and · "What.are we really trying .to do. · open ari.d to a head . ." 

' . ., . . . ' ' . . . . . ,,,· ; ·. . 
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-Al~!ne County records_ now accessible 
to mici;ofilm in 130 years is the ·._.A.·' ' ·.·. ·1p·1· ne ' ' archives of the county on film, ' ' 

:From the courthouse basement · 

. story of the Alpine County histori- Work .began in May of 1993 and 
· cal archives and records. with the assistance of Sheila Mor-

In _ 1864 when the county was · · gan, the Alpine archives clerk, two 
::. founded, documents from four Archives months wer~ spent preparing and 

adjoining counties were· used to photographing the governmental 
form the basic record of land . by JIM HOLDRIDGE documents; 
deeds and transfers, tax records T~e Al~ine C~nty Free Library 
and mining claims for the new and government records. received * copies of the micro-

.. county. Comt records were added · · In 1986 the Alpine County film in July 1993. A copy will be 
. to th~ county archives when the Bo~d -of Supervisors adopted an saf~ stored and one copy will be 
county·established its judicial sys- · ordinance establishing the Alpine available for public access at the 

'.. tern. According to county history Cou~ty Archives: Using grant Alpine County Library. · · 
. · ex:pert, Nancy C. Thornburg, the momes from the National Historic · All records except those marked· 
. : · records· were mainmined, stored Publications and<.Records Com- "R" for restricted (need to know) 
. · and preserved in ari haphazard mission, archival expert Inez Dil- are accessible.· A person. wanting 
·;i manner over the years. · .· Ion Prinster was hired to chrono- access to the archives m11y com-

.; 1 On one occasion an overzealous . logically organize and.· catalog plete · ~ request form· in person or 
;t supervisorial official hauled some . records :annotating some 120 years PY mail. An appropriate fee will be . 
• 1 records, 'to the dump. FQriunately, of county ~ovemmental business. charged for photocopying rnail 

1
· town ~rson~ intervened: MO$t of . Included were such diverse request material. Information. on 

.,; the recor~s w,ere ~lvaged. ln-1984 activities .as coyo'fo.bounty pay- archive ·retrieval is available ·by 

.,_ the Alpme County Hisforical ~ents,road,m~terand tollcollec- phon~,(916)694-2120: · . 
·? . Records· Commission was fortned · .. · t10n acc~unts forJog flC>ating on Preservation of historical and 

. : ! . uriderthe chainnanship ofNahcy the Carson River; ·mining: district . govern:mce rec()fds ~~Ids the pre- · · · 
··-•Tho_ rn_bur_g a_nd _· togeth_er.w_ ith records __ i,w_ ate_r_ ri_g_ hts_ rulm_·gs, hand ~nt with the.~astg1vmg meaning·· 
. I<~,e;n ,;K,-eebaugh,, cou11ty clerk, drawn~ to aerial survey m~ps; jail to both. . .. : , · ··. · • · 
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by MELANIE SUPERSANO 
and SHEILA GARDNER 
Staff Writers 

ty's protection and given .ba.ckto 
her mother. in Douglas County 
despite objections frol'l1 the Neva­
da Division of Child and Family 

Terri Jean Ortiz-P arc ia .•. the Services. 
<3enoa mother accused of· beating Letisia and three of her siblings 
her 4;,year--old. daughter to. death were reportedly remanded to the 
wjth,a glass baby bottle, was • custody of other family members 
ordered to undergo a psychiatric \ by Alpine County authodties after 
evaluati{)n to. determi.ne whether a 1992incidentin Wo<Jdfords dur-
she is com~tJo stand trial, ing \1/J}ic~ Letisia was allegedly 

LetisiaJoyce(Ortiz died. Marcli bitten by her mother. ..·· ·• ·•·>.· .... 
27 after suffering numerous The children were returned to 
blows w the head ~nd body; theirparems thrtlugpan.order jt) 
allegedly at the hands .of.her 27- Alpine County Superior Court 
year-01d .mother. about· a month prior, to Letisia's 

Defense. Jutorney 1'od Young death; · · · ·· 
f~ed th<!. motion for a competency !..;.\st week, Alpine CoU11tyJead-
evaluation, sgying. later. he wanted ers v~ted4~.lto ask the Calif omia : 

·••,ili~Il!~i[!n~•~ .. . .. ;::li?#ff~~il'P[fic 
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Alpine County arts group presents guitarist 
On Sunday, May 22, the Alpine 

County Arts Commission will pre­
sent international classical guitar 
virtuouso Klaus Jackie in concert· 
at Turtle Rock Park Community 
Center at 3 p.m. 

Tickets at the door are $3 for 
adults, $1, children 17 and under. 

Klaus Jackie was born 1963 in 

Waldkirch, Germany and got his 
first guitar lessons in Baden­
Baden from Boris Bagger. Prior to 
studying exclusively with Pepe 
Romero he attended the music 
school "Mozarteum" in Salzburg 
where he obtained his diploma 
with excellence and won the high-
1 y acclaimed Lilli-Lehmann-

Medaille award from the "Interna­
tionale Stiftung Mozarteum," 
Salzburg. 

1991 he released his first CD, 
"Jardin de Dolly" (Aurophon) 
with his wife Elisabeth Riessbeck, 
flute. A second album will release 
this fall with spanish solo music: 
"Concierto para una Fiesta." 

l/1 -



Murder suspect is competent to st.and trial 
, ' . ·.. ' ,. . ., . 

by SHEILA GARDNER 
Staff Writer 

A· Genoa woman accused of 
beating her 4-year-old daughter to 
death with a glass baby bottle is 
competent to stand trial, a district 
court judge ruled Monday. 
.. Judge Tom Perkins ordered a 
preliminary hearing for Terri Jean 
Ortiz-Garcia, 27, accused of the 
murper of her daughter, after. a 
psychiatrist and psychologist at 
Lake's Crossing Center for the 
Mentally Disordered Off ender de­
termined that she was mentally 
able to participate in her defense. 

· A preliminary hearing tentatively 
is scheduled for June 3 in East 
Fork Justice Court. 

Letisia Joyce Ortiz died March 
27 after suffering numerous 
blows to the head and body, al­
legedly at the hands of her mother. 
· Attorney Tod Young, represent­

ing Ortiz-Garcia, said Monday he 
could not argue with the Lake's 
Crossing evaluation of his client. 
· "If both reports find her compe­
tent, I'd be hard-pressed to tell 
you something other than that/ 
Young said. · · : • 

After Perkins agreed to seal the '---- -- · ==:• 

competency file, Young said he TERRI JEAN Ortiz-Garcia in court. R-C photo by Belinda Rohleder 
was concerned about conversa- "There· is a reference ... about how to dispose of this case," 

. lions that his client claimed he had advice from me to my client re- Young said. "That 'conversation 
with her regarding her defense. · garding the nature of her plea and · never occurred .. " .. 

Perkins sealed the file based on 
a U.S. Supreme Court ruling that 
in order to get a valid evaluation, 
the suspect must be free to com­
municate with her doctors, and 
statements she makes may not be 
used against her in criminal pro­
ceedings. 

Ortiz-Garcia has been charged 
with three felonies, murder, child 
abuse causing substantial bodily 

·· harm and battery with a deadly 
weapon; and one gross misde­
meanor, child abuse. 

Aipine County is investigating 
the case because the child was re­
leased from the California coun­
ty's protection and given back to 
her mother in Douglas County de­
spite objections from the Nevada 
Division of Child and Family Ser­
vices. 

Letisia and three of her siblings 
were reportedly remanded to the · 
custody of other family members 
by Alpine County authorities after 
a 1992 incident in Woodfords dur­
ing which Letisia was allegedly 
bitten by her mother. 

The children were. returned to 
their parents through an orrler in 
Alpine County Superior Court a 
month prior to Letisia's death. 

Paramedics responded to a re­
. port of an injured child at the Lit­
tle Mo11deaux Ranch on March 23. 

Continued to page 3 

Suspect: Competent 
Continued from page 1 

Letisia was unconscious when 
they arrived and had bruises 
authorities said were consistent 
with child abuse. She was trans­
ported to Washoe Medical Center 
and placed on life support where 
she died four days later. 

Investigators questioned Ortiz­
Garcia about the injuries to her 
daughter. At first, she claimed that 
her 5-year-old daughter hit Letisia 
on the head four or five times with 
a baby bottle, but did not injure 
her. A short time later, she said 
she found Letisia face down on the 
floor with a chair on top of her. 

Detectives interviewed the 5-
year-old who said she allegedly 
saw her mother hit Letisia with the 
baby bottle. When confronted with 

s(19lq1.t 

her daughter's statement, Ortiz­
Garcia reportedly told detectives 
she became angry with Letisia and 
shook her until the little girl vom­
ited. According to court docu­
ments, the woman said she hit the 
child five to six times in the head 
with a glass baby bottle. 

Ortiz-Garcia remains in Dou­
glas County Jail on $500,000 bail. 

• 
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Alpine library has an on-line computer program and CD-ROM access 
In the struggle to remain open Diane Brigham, Alpine Country 

and viable as informational agen- Librarian, has an active program 
cies, local libraries are opting to of on-line computer and CD-ROM 
become entrance booths on the accessible services. 

g superhighway of information Included in the services offered 
<..J retrieval and disbursement to the public and for library use 
0 The Alpine County Free Library are internet access; Legi-Tech, a 

L, and Archives is no exception. source for California legislative 

§ .-----.. ·~--------------------, 
r::£ CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

New Church Development, PCUSA 

-\ ~ \\ 1 ""' Worship &: Church School 
lq""' · W <'1- at 4:00 pm, Sunday 

~ di J Hospitality Hour Following SetYice.: 
i 

Sermon: To be Announced. 

We meet at Coventry Cross Episcopal Church 
1631 Esmeralda, Minden 782-3781 

information; CARL Uncover, a 
source of magazine and document 
delivery; the University of Califor­
nia Library catalog; the Mountain 
Valley Library System, a consor­
tium of some 17 public library 
systems which offers IMPACT, a 
CD-ROM catalog listing the hold­
ing's for the member libraries, 
available on inter-library loan. 

The newest computer link to the 
information network is the receipt 
of a California State Library grant 
for a computer, printer and modem 
station dedicated to Internet use. 
This. st~tion will. be. oper.ition~l 
and available to the public before 
the end of next summer. 

This-program will allow library 
patrons to sit at a station, call up 
Internet and. access the thousands 
of national and international infor-

Alpine 
Archives 
by JIM HOLDRIDGE 

administrative staff members have 
been invited to an instructional 
session to learn how the system 
works and its uses to local govern­
ment. 

Small libraries with limited col­
lections such as Alpine County 
Library find in the Mountain Val­
ley Library System an opportunity 

mation sources including E-mail. to access and acquire loans from 
Legi-Tech is California's on- member library systems. A period-

line legislative service available ical up-date via CD-ROM technol-
througlf Library Legislative ogy allows member libraries to 
Access Program offering member "browse" through collections for 
libraries through a toll-free com- specific requests. , 
puter modem hook-up, legislative • 1 · · I di b'll d l · l ·. · · New additions. to the local co -
data 1~c u, ng 1 s an egis ati~e lection are added to the file on a 
aQ.alys1s up to 10 pages. . '"".:/ "' '' scheduled'Prognfrri: "''"'1 r. .;,, '' ?'f1 

. The board of supervisors and In addition to the technology 

services offered to library patrons 
which literally opens the doors to 
national and international 
resources, the Alpine County 
Library is undertaking a modern­
ization program of computer­
assisted cataloging and circulation. 
The Alpine County Friends of the 
Library has pledged financial and 
physical support for this project. · 

As Alpine County Library 
moves toward the 21st Century, 
hopefully its services to the public 
will keep pace. 

Edito_r's .note: Jim Holdridge is 
a .. me.r:qber .of the Alpine County; 
Library .board .and_ lives: in, 
Alpine County. 

Extension: Can child stay home alone? 
' 



Alpine PAL 
wrestlers 
win medals. 

Eight members of the Alpine County 
wrestlers competed at the California Police 
Activities League (PAL) State Tournament 
last Saturday in Los Banos. 

The Alpine County PAL program had a 
successful · trip, according to· coach· Dave 
Fontana. · 

"The boys did really well bringing 
home six medals," Fontana stated. 

Budd Nollett and Jeff Martin earned 
first-place medals. in their .age and weight 
divisions. Nollett, just a 13-year-old, won 
the 13-14 age group 80-pound class and 
Martin was a gold medalist in the 11-12 
age group 70-pound class. . 

Troy Fontana, a ·13-year-old 12S­
pounder took second-place, while Eric 
Rogers, Frank Roza and Lysle Turnbeaugh 
each earned third-place medals. 

Gary Coyan and Cameron Quell also 
made the trip to the PAL tournamenL · 

Along with the individual medals, 
Alpine captured fifth-place in the team 
standings, according to Fontana. 

Dos Palos, a small community with a 
rich football and wrestling tradition in Cal­
ifornia's central Valley, captured top hon­
ors. 

Incidentally,· Alpine County . will host 
the 1995 California PALtournamenL. 

Six members of the Alpine PAL pro-
. gram are now preparing for the USA 

Western Regional Championships .June 
20~25 in Fresno, Calif. Jeff John, Roza, 
Martin, Nollett and Fontana qualified for 
the regiopal tournament by placing among 
the top. three iri their division.s at the Neva­
da state tournament in February. 

· · gccocd 
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.' Mark,Twain is.subject·ottnew·book·\;\ . 
. ... i ... new . hist~~ical; ~ovel about\ . ~'Eritirprise" e<lit~r Jo~ph Good- <. ·am1 a binge of '~lriomen~us ~~~/ [ 
~Mark Twain's life in Virginia · .. · man, celebrated reporter. Dan sion" with DeQuille and famed' 
'City is being published by East~ :·:. DcQuille, "Master Whip of.the humorist Artemus Ward. Martin , 
.em Sierra Press. "The Apprentice Sierras" Hank Monk, renown Lane, editor of the "Comstock; , 
Twain,"· by Miclµlel .~,. Makley, ·, courtesan Julia Bullette' and sev-' . •' Chronicle/' says "The Appren~'.: 
teUs the·story of the yo'1ng T~ain , ,, _eral .members Qf the •'.'crimson •.· · _lice Twain"• "brillianUy depicts· : 
learning l<> write as a reporter for .. ·· ... discipleship," the gunmen; • '· ·• . the combination of male cama-'? 
The Territorial Enterprise; · · ·· • . · The story covers hilarious .raderie and goo<! times, tempered I, 
. Author Makley grew up in this. : events. in Twain's li(e in the- . by the ever.-present.danger of liv-} 
area and uses .tales tot~ through · Wes~ such as.a scuffle in which· 'ing in a frontier town, which led .: 
the years here todevelop. this rol- · ,.. the hero. suffers at the hands. of a ··· · · Mark; Twain to . recall hi~ Com~ i 
licking adventure •. Virginia C.ty, ,;, ,. lO~year-old;J'Enterprl&e" hoaxes : i' stock days with such greal,affec~_:i. 
once the_ riche~t •. mo~t.raucou.s.,f,:incJµding ,Twain's t'¥assacre. at.·-:, tion." «T~e Apprentice.Twain~ is.·: 

· and dangerous town in the West~, .. ··Dutch Nick's/'·which causes him ',. available ~t stores ,and shops : 
plays a large part in the story. , ; to change his .name (from throughout Northern California 

Featured characters ipclude · Clemens)' and nearly ·his career; . and Neva~~. 
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Tahoe D~y Tribune 

State critical of Alpine County child protection 
BY BRIAN MAFFL Y 
Tribune Staff Writer 

In the wake of a girl's abuse-related death, California 
social services officials say Alpine County should up­
grade its training of child protection workers. 

The recommendations by the state Department of So­
cial Services came in the wake of the March 27 death of 
4-year-old Letisia Ortiz, allegedly at the hands of her 
mother. Authorities believe Terry Jean Garcia-Ortiz, a 
27-year-old mother of seven, fatally beat her daughter 
shortly after the Alpine courts returned the girl to her 
abusive mother. 

The report, presented Tuesday to Alpine's county su­
pervisors, found-only' techmcal Violations with ·county 

. social workers' handling of the Ortiz case. 
State investigators did not address the sensitive issue 

of why Letisia was returned to her mother, which is the 
subject of anindependent probe by a private attorney 
whose findings remained secret last week. 

The DSS probe found that Alpine social services 
staff failed to follow standard procedures for advising 

, .. , .... • ·s;~-, 

their Nevada counterparts before and after Letisia was 
returned to Garcia-Ortiz, who had moved across the 
state line to Douglas County. 

The state's findings were endorsed by Alpine's so­
cial services chief, Patricia Shuman, who plans to im­
plement the report's recommendations. 

"I don't have any problems with their findings at 
all," she said. "We did make an error in not notifying 
interstate (Nevada) and in not sending the exact form. 
... From my point of view, it's a lot of technicalities.". . 

When Garcia-Ortiz regained custody of Letisia, 
Alpine failed to secure a so-called Interstate Child 
Placement Compact, a required agreement with Nevada 
officials. to monitor the family; Alpine officials, howev­
er, regularly visited the Cfrtiz family while they lived in 
Douglas, according to the report. 

The state recommends Alpine train its child protec­
tive staff to ensure that they follow interstate placement 
procedures more closely,·visit families regularly and 
document their progress and devise case plans in close 
association with the families. 

Alpine authorities reportedly took custody of Letisia 

Ortiz and a sister in June 1992 because of physical 
abuse occurring in their Woodfords home. 

Ortiz' attorneys and a Pit River tribal social worker 
lobbied the Alpine Superior Court to place Letisia and 
her sister with the mother in early 1994, according to 
the DSS report. The court granted the request over the 
objections of county child protective staff, who argued 
for more family counseling while the two sisters re-
mained in foster care. · 

The children on Jan. 24 were handed over to Garcia­
Ortiz, who was then living on a ranch with her husband 
near Genoa. Two months later, Letisia was rushed to 
Washoe Medical Center with a major head injury in­
flicted by a bottle. She died after a few days in a coma. 

Garcia-Ortiz faces 'a prelimi'fi'aiy1iearing June 3 in 
East Fork Justice Court on murder, assault and child 
abuse charges. She is being held on $500,000 bail, 
while some of her remaining children reportedly are 
living with relatives in Redding, Calif. 

The question remains why Alpine Superior Court 
agreed to return Letisia to. the parents, despite docu­
mented patterns of past abuse. Sources believe that 

Judge Harold Bradford's decision to reunite the family 
was made on the basis 6f inadequate information. 

California's philosophy governing child protective 
services is to. work toward family reunification, with 
an emphasis on rehabilitating dysfunctional parents. 
Parental rights are revoked only in cases of extreme 
and repeated abuse and neglect. 

Alpine's Board of Supervisors retained a Sacramen­
to attorney, Christopher Lee, t'o probe the county's 
handling of the Ortiz case. The attorney presented his 
findings at a recent closed supervisors meeting. 

The board "strongly" backs Lee's recommenda­
tions, but chairman Donald Jardine declined to specify 
them or release the report. 

Jardine said the board may release the Lee findings 
after its Jqne 7 meeting. 

The Attorney General: s Office, meanwhile, de­
clined the county's request to investigate the Ortiz 
matter. But the office will provide legal counsel and 
investigative assistance to the Alpine County grand ju­
ry should the citizen watchdog panel launch its own 
probe .. 

• 
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Shots fired in bid 
· for district attorney 
rn~ 23dctq4 T~oe Do..J". . . · ctrunkdri · / ms1st on argumg every vmg 
BY BRIAN M~FLY lrlOu oe., case to a jury. There has to be a meet-
Tnbune Staff Writer · f th · ds " 

Henry "Hank" Murdock has never 
seen an opponent in his three previ­
ous bids to serve Alpine County as its 
district attorney. 

The rural county, after all, is home 
to only three attorneys, so there isn't 
much competition for the post that 
handles less than two dozen felony 
cases a year. · 

But this 
year's election 
is different for 
Hank Murdock, 
who became 
district attorney 
in 1980. 

A Wood-
fords attorney, 
who has virtual-
1 y no experi- • 
ence in criminal law, wants to replace 
him. Accusing Murdock of prosecu­
torial sloth, Tim Pemberton contends 
the incumbent cuts too many deals 
with criminals. 

"I look through the files and all I 
see are a bunch 
of plea bar­
gains," said the 
48-year-old 
Pemberton, a 

•.· logger•turned- · 
litigator who 

'joined the Cali-· 
fornia ·bar· in 
1981. '.'The 
criminals are 
just being rotat­
ed through the 
system with plea bargains that are 
way out of whack." 

Pemberton alleges the deals are the 
result of lazy trial preparation on the 
part of Murdock, and if the voters tap 
Pemberton for the job, he pledges to 
prosecute serious crime to the fullest 
extent. 

"Without diligent and successful 
prosecution of felony criminal cases 
in Alpine County ... the crime rate 
will continue to grow," he wrote in a 
campaign statement. 

Murdock defended plea negotia­
tions as an accepted part of criminal 
prosecution, sanctioned by the Legis­
lature and the courts. 

"He's criticizing something that he 
doesn't know how the hell to do," the 
prosecutor said, denying he misuses 
the plea process. "You're changing 
people's lives around. TI1ese are de-

1 cisions that take a great deal of com­
passion and humanity. 

'"Ibey ( defense attorneys) can shut 
the system down cold," Murdock 
continued. "All they have to do is to 

• 

mgo emm .. 
About half of Alpine's criminal 

filings are DUI cases. 
"We don't have the resources to 

try ever one," Murdock said. "I have 
to balance the resources, interests of , 
justice, x:ourt time and the serious­
ness of the offense." 

Pemberton and Murdock, who 
make little effort to hide their dislike 
of one another, present Alpine's 800 
registered voters a choice between 
two very different attorneys. Pember­
ton is known as a vigorous advocate 
with a hot temper. On the other hand, 
Murdock, a 58-year-old former Ma­
rine who grew up in North Carolina, 
has an informal, personable style, ac­
cording to court observers. 

The Alpine district attorney posi­
tion, which pays $50,000 a year, is a, 
multiple-hat post because the light 
criminal caseload affords time for 
other duties. Murdopk's office files 
about 20 felony and 150 misde­
meanor cases a year. South Lake 
Tahoe prosecutors see that kind of 
action in a slow month. 

Pemberton acknowledges his inex­
perience at the criminal bar, but 
stresses he has 13 solid years of liti­
gating ciyil matte(S.µ>, state,coQrts in 
several iiea,i:b)"'counti~s, ks'\vd)l:'M in · 
the fedei#S?uns~$hould he'.~~!t;~e , 
J une··7 ~lection;')?e.mbet!on,;}\\lill '" 

.--- spend the next six months'i''intern­
, -,_ iog" witQ. the district attorney of.an 

unnamed neighboring county. 
Pemberton said his civil law skills, 

particularly in natural resource law, 
will serve the county well. Alpine is 
one of two California counties in 
which the district attorney also serves 
~s county counsel, a post that pro.­
vides legal services to the Board of 
Supervisors. 

"Chasing water around and zoning 
intricacies I don't know well," Mur­
dock conceded. '"There's no way to 
keep up with all that and run a good 
criminal practice." 

Counseling other elected officials 
is a secondary task that may better be 
left to outside attorneys appointed on 
an as-needed basis, according to 
Murdock. 

"As county counsel, I just do crisis 
management," he said. "I dor).'t go 
out there and sue the U.S. govern­
ment or whoever else irritates the 
Board of Supervisors. You elect a 
disirict attorney to prosecute Clime." 

In contested elections, Murdock is 
0-and-2, having lost two stabs atjudi- , 
cial posts, most recently his 1992 bid 
to unseat Alpine Superior Court 
Judge Harold Bradford . 



Alpine County 
'Arts of Trout' 
this' Saturday_ 

The "Arts of Trout" fishing tournament 
and art show wili be held Saturday in 
Alpine County. . 

To start the day, a tournament will be 
held from 7 a.m. to noon at Indian Creek 
Reservoir. Registration begins at 6 a.m. at 
the reservoir's boat ramp and the· entry fee 
is $10. 

Art show, including fly-tying demon­
strations, fishing equipment, paintings, 

. ttxidermy, dance and more will be held 
•. between noon and 9 p.m. at Turtle Rock 
Park,_ located on Highway 89 between · 
Woodfords and Markleeville. Admission· 

· to the art show and dance is $5. 
An awards ceremony will be held at 

Turtle Rock Park at 6 p.m. 
For further information regarding the 

· event, call the Alpine County Chamber of 
·· Commerce at (9i6) 694-2475. The event · 

is being co-sppnsored by the chamber of 
cqmmerce and the Alpine County Arts 
Commission. 

.l 
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Alpine County sheriff's race heats·up 
Villa "Lew" Roper is hoping to and the anti-drug DARE program. paign is a Citizen Review Board to 

bring more community involve- "I believe the Sheriffs Depart- handle complaints against officers 
ment. and professionalism to the ment has grown in effectiveness and recommend disciplinary 
Alpine County Sheriffs Office. during the last four years," Veatch actions. . . ' · , , 

The veteran California Highway said. "We have upgraded our train- "If people are unhappy ~bout 
Patrol officer is running against · ing of deputies and gotten a better the department, .I want. them to · 
in'cumbent Sh~riff Henry "Skip" handle on the crime in Alpine come to me and I will work ,with 
Veatch. , County." . · them," said Roper, a 46-year-old 

Veatch, 48, responds that under But the sheriff's challenger Woodfordsresident 
his tenure the office has improved wants Alpine law enforcement to Alpine's 800 registered voters 
and beco,me closer to the commu- be held to a higher standard and have a June 7 deadline to return 
nity, particularly with the creation more public accountability. . their mail ballots on the sheriffs 
of the Police Activities Leag~e The centerPiece of Roper's cam- race and other county elections. 



Fourth and fifth grade students spent a day exploring Marshall 
Gold Discovery State Histor.ic Park. DVS photo 

Diamond Valley School kids 
take tour of the Gold Country 
by MARY WOOD They also saw the cabin where 
Special to the R-C James Marshall lived, the town 

cemetery, and an old jail cell. 
Sharon Osgood's 4th/5th grade Everyone enjoyed a picnic 

class at Diamond Valley School lunch in the park, and then lis-
recently spent a day exploring the tened to an interpretive talk at the 
Marshall Gold Discovery State replica of Sutter's Mill. The 
Historic Park in Coloma, Calif. sawmill was originally being built 

The students have been study- to supply lumber for Sutter's Fort· 
ing California history, and the (early day Sacramento), but when 
field trip gave them the opportuni- word of Marshall's gold discovery 
ty to see first-hand the area along got out, people left Sutter's Fort 
the American River where the and moved to the mill area .. The 
Gold Rush of 1848 started. · lumber was used there, and the· 

The group started their tour at town of Coloma was born. The 
the museum, which provides ex- park ranger also showed the group 
cellent displays about the early how a water-powered saw mill 
history of the area, placer mining works. 
and how the gold rush began ·· After that, the class, armed with 

, (w.bile su~g,"1~onstru..G:- ,....;1 &Q.ld pans and plenty of ambition, , • 
uon,, of JQ~~i~.9tter',s•m~ll~!flm,~S.,:Jii'i .hea<Jed down to the original mill 
Marshall discovered the first yel-·' ·· "site on the river to pan for gold. 
low flecks of gold). Even though no one made their 

After the museum, the class saw fortune, and they learned that gold 
an old miner's cabin, stamp mills, panning can be tiring and frustrat-
a huge water pump used in hy- ing, they all had fun! 
draulic mining, and an old Chinese It was a warm, sunny day and 
markeL A short hike brought them cooling off in the river felt good. 
to the top of the hill where James The trip was a good· addition to 
Marshall's statue stands, pointing their study of California's histo-
toward the site of his discovery. ry. 

Concert set in Alpine June 4 
On Saturday, June 4, the Alpine 

County Arts Commission will pre- · 
sent the Sacramento Youth Sym­
phony in concert at Diamond Val­
ley School in Woodfords. 

Conductor Michael Neumann 
will feature the Mendelssohn Vio­
lin Concerto with guest violinist 

Victor Nguyen. 
Tickets are $3 adults .and $1 for 

age 17 and under, and will be on 
sale at the door. 

Food will be on sale prior to the 
concert starting at noon as a bene­
fit for the Alpine County Kids pro­
gram. 



FISHING 

R.Dickerson/Special to Gazette-Journal 

FISHING COUNTRY: Alpine County is 
a favorite of many local fisherman. 

Alpine: 
fish county 
By Richard Dickerson 

Finding and exploring a new lake or 
stream is one of the pleasures offishing. 
Every angler daydreams about a remote 
lake teaming with trout, but few exist. 
There is, however, an area close to Reno 
often missed by local fisherman. 

Alpine County is an overlooked fishing 
destination. Tucked into the Sierra south 
of Lake Tahoe, this rural county is the 
origin of five major rivers and has more 
than 60 lakes. 

FISHING IN ALPINE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
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Traveling 
Alpine County 

Indian Creek Reser­
voir: south of Woodfords, 
off of Highway 89. Drive 
four miles before turning 
east for about three more 
miles to find Indian 
Creek. 

Alpine Lake: continue 
south on Highway 89 
through Markleeville. 
Where 89 turns east, 
Highway 4 begins. 

Caples Lake: located 
on Highway BB, about 15 
miles from the intersec­
tion where Highway 89 
turns north to Lake 
Tahoe. 

Blue Lakes: lie 12 miles 
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1 ear-rouno, 1noian \...-reeK 1s toe-­
popular water in the county," said J.E. 
Warren, owner of Horse Feather Fly 
Fishing School in Markleeville, Calif. 

Indian Creek sits at 5,600-foot elevation 
about seven miles north ofMarkleeville. 
The small lake, 160 surface acres, is home 
to rainbow, brook, Kamloops, and 
Lahontan cutthroat trout. 

"It's good for fly fishing, bank fishing, 
lures, bait, small boats and float tubes," 
Warren said. 

Last year Warren and a group of 
volunteers helped California Fish and 
Game workers survey Indian Creek's trout 
population. Most of the fish they found 
were chunky rainbows in the three-pound 
class. Warren described them as little 
footballs that you couldn't put both hands 
around. 

The Kamloops strain of rainbow trout 
deserves its reputation among anglers. 
Rainbows are known for their tendency to 
jump when hooked. Kamloops trout jump 
higher than any other rainbow trout. 

Warren says yellow Rooster Tails, green 
and gold Panther Martins, Super Dupers 
and the new Jake's lure in 1/4-to 1/8-
ounce sizes work well at Indian Creek. 

"Large garden worms work well 
anywhere," Warren said. "Orange Power 
Bait appears to be the color choice this 
year." 

In early April, Indian Creek's water level 
was a little low. When full, the lake is 54 
feet deep, but the April depth was 49 feet. 

Above where the snow plows stop, 
beyond Ebbetts Pass on Highway 4, lies a 
trout fishing sleeper. Lake Alpine is a 
slightly larger lake that doesn't get a lot of 
spring and early summer fishing pressure. 

The pass south ofMarkleeville usually 
opens in early May - just in time for the 
opening of California's trout season. 

"It's great for canoes and float tubes, but 
spotty for shore fishing," Warren said. 

Alpine County's boat regulations work 
well at Alpine Lake. Speed limits require 
boats leave a flat wake. 

Large streamer flies like a Woolly Worm 
fool Alpine Lake trout, according to 
Warren. She says black Panther Martin 
lures.wo,rk,we,ll, A).soJ1,11;esFwill,l alittle ;, r ,, 

J' .. ' ', J ', ' ~. ' • • _, '-, • • ' ,_ . • -. • .. ' .. , 

silver and white catch trout, too. 
Another Alpine County angling hot spot 

sits near the Carson Pass on Highway 88. 
Caples Lake has 600 surface acres and 
holds big brown trout and mackinaw. 

"A 13-pound mackinaw came out last 
year," Warren said. 

Access is easy at Caples Lake. The 
highway runs the length of the north shore. 
The dam area is one of the lake's favorite 
shore fishing spots and other prime shore 
locations are right off the highway. 
Trolling anglers have an improved boat 
ramp for launching. 

Warren says successful fisherman use 
the same tactics and tackle at Indian 
Creek. 

"The orange Power Bait and a little 
larger worm seems to work better," 
Warren said. 

Warren recommends the same 
techniques when fishing Alpine County's 
Blue Lakes. Actually, among a chain of 
several lakes near the 8,000-foot elevation, 
Blue Lake is one of the most picturesque in 
the county. 

The upper and lower lakes are the_most 
consistent rainbow trout producers m the 
chain. 

Alpine County has a lot of angling 
possibilities. Indian Creek, Alpine Lake, 
Caples Lake and Blue Lakes are just a few 
of them. Who knows? One of these lakes, 
or another one close by, may have an 
abundance of hungry trout on the day you 
aqjNe.,Youfltnever know,.untjlyou try. 

R.Dickerson/Special to Gazette-Journal 

REWARD: Glen Grevert holds an Alpine 
County prize, a rainbow from Indian Creek 
Reservoir. 

south of Highway BB. east 
of Carson Pass. 

FLY 
FIRST CLASS. 

r'f:n hetheryou 
'Mif to get into 

• flyfishing, or if 
you're already 
hooked ... get in to 
see us. 
■ Nevada's Only 

Full-Service 
Flyfishing Shop. 

■ Fly Tying, Rod 
Building & 
Flyfishing Classes. 

■ NV & CA Guide 
Service. 

■ Local Fishing 
Conditions. 

Authorized ORVJS• dealer. 

RENO FLY SHOP 

Independence Square 
294 E. Moana Lane, #23 

R.Dickerson/Special to Gazette-Journal Reno, Nevada 
FISH FOOTBALL: Indian Creek's trout 825-347 4 
are football shaped · fish that provide A 

1'.~ 1 - exciting fishing. · - - - - · f 
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ENDURANCE ATHLETES 
Waldear makes most of locale 
By John Trent 
GAZETTE-JOURNAL 

It was a crisp day in late March when 
some unsuspecting members of the U.S; 
national women's cross country ski team 
were beaten at their own game by 44-year­
oldDebbie Waldear. 

No matter it was the California Gold 
Rush, one of the largest cross country ski 
races on the West Coast. 

No matter these were U.S. Olympians, 
only a month removed from the Winter 
Olympic Games in Lillehammer, Norway. 

Waldear, who has made practically all of 
Lake Tahoe her back yard since_ 1972, 
finished sixth overall m the 30-kilometer 
race, beating U.S. Olympian Suzanne 
King and finishing only 33 seconds behind 
the top U.S. skier at Lillehammer, Nina 
Kemppel of Anchorage, Alaska. 

If that wasn't enough, Waldear also took 
first among all master's (over 40 years old) 
entrants. 

Waldear's final time for the 18.6-mile 
race was 1 hOl.l.C...3.n. 

v· 
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Booming 
past 40 

You'd like to say Debbi 
Waldear's success is be­
cause of the magical wa­
ters of Lake Tahoe. 

But the 44-year-old 
Waldear, ofWoodfords, 
Calif., has produced pre­
mium national-caliber 
performances into her 
40s because of a much 
less mystical reason: 
common sense. 
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"It was pretty exciting for someone 44 
years old," Waldear said. 

Pretty exciting for anyone any age. 
Not surprising, though, as far as 

Waldear is concerned. 
A year ago, Wal dear won world master's 

titles in cross country skiing at 20K and 
l0K. For the past 15 years, she's been 
among the area's best runners. 

Mix all the ability with a Lake Tahoe 
locale Wal dear wouldn't trade for 
anything, and you've got one of the 
Sierra's most formidable competitors. 

Tracing Waldear's athletic lineage more 
or less begins with the year she first visited 
Lake Tahoe in 1970. She was a student at 
Sacramento State University. 

In 1972, when she had an opportunity to 
take a job as a backcountry ranger for the 
U.S. Forest Service in the Desolation 
Wilderness, Waldear jumped. 

The allure of the wild - and solitude -
was strong. 

"You would spend so many days in the 
backcountry living alone, then you would 
come out for your days off," she said. 

"I guess it's hard to handle all the stuff 
that's going on in society, so I like to 
remove myself." 

Waldear worked for the Forest Service 
for about seven years. 

It was near the end of her tour of 
backcountry duty that she tried running 
and cross country skiing competitively for 
the first time. 

She found trail running challenging, yet 

~ '' -

Marilyn Newton/Gazette-Journal 

MOUNTAIN WOMAN: Debbi Waldear exhibits the form that has made her one of the 
top cross country skiers in the country. The 44-year-old Waldear recently finished only a 
few seconds behind America's best Olympic skier, Nina Kemppel, 23, of Anchorage, 
Alaska, in a race at Royal Gorge. · 

soothing. 
On cross country skis, Waldear 

discovered she was more than just 
competitive. 

"It was the typical situation where you 
do your first race in touring skis and end 
up doing pretty well," she said. "Then 
everybody says, 'You could do so much 
better if you had better skis.' " 

Waldear bought better skis. By 1984, 
she'd qualified for the first of two U.S. 
Olympic Cross Country Skiing Trials. 

Iiy 1987 she'd won a national 
championship. 

Waldear also established herself as one 
of the area's best female runners. 

She remains practically untouchable on 
any local race where there are many hills 
and little pavement. 

"I don't live anywhere that's flat," said 
Waldear, who has resided primarily in the 
South Lake Tahoe area. Recently she 
purchased a home in Woodfords, Calif., in 
Alpine County. 

"A flat run for me is probably hilly for 

anyone else. I always run hills." 
Strangely, it was during one of 

Waldear's most focused periods during the 
mid- to late-1980s that she discovered 
what the Lake Tahoe area really meant. 

It was where Waldear felt most 
comfortable. 

"During the 1980s I spent some time 
traveling and training and racing overseas 
. .. and I got burned out," she said. "I have 
no desire to do it again. 

''I'd much rather be at home than 
staying in motels. Then, I was waiting for a 
race in order to get my reward. 

"Now, I have so much to do here. I have 
a home, I raise animals (she owns and 
raises llamas). That's my reward.'' 

She still has many goals. 
Next year's World Master's Cross 

Country Skiing Championships in Canada 
are a priority. 

She also wants to continue pouring 
herself into her job of the last seven years 
as director of the cross country skiing 
center at Kirkwood ski area. 

DAYSONLY 
Fri 4/29- Sun Sil 11 am - 4 pm 

Does she train as hard 
at 44 than she did at 34 in 
preparation for cross 
country skiing and run­
ning races? 

"No, " Waldea:r said, 
chuckling. "But I've got a 
few more wrinkles. " 

Alternating hard/easy 
days: · 'I'm probably more 
aware of taking it easy_ 
when I need to instead of 
training hard all the 
time, "she said. 

Varied training: Since 
she has lived in hilly ar­
eas, Waldearuses the 
hills to her advantage. ''I 
run a Jot of hill repeats, " 
she said. 

Tailoring training to 
lifestyle/work: Waldear, 
who's the director of the 
nordic skiing center at 
Kirkwood ski area, gets 
out on the snow at least 
twice a day. 

Incredible Savings! Huge Discounts! 
i Sponsored by Nevada Camper & RV World 

9125 S. Virginia• 851-1204 
____ ·: ____ ••. _ ... :-.~·": .. ____ ..... ____ .. ! Where the Freeway Meets the Highway 



Experts testify inA-year-ol�.
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s death . 
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by SHEILA GARDNER and the little girl's father, Gilberto · 27 after suffering numerous blows 
Staff Writer··_. : _ · · - . 

Ortiz, during a_ two-day prelimi- . _ .. to'the .�ead an.d bOd)',. · .... < · · ·_ nary hearing in East Fork Justice · _ Eas{ ·Fork· .Justice · . Doug
Four-year-old Letisia Ortiz nev- · Court which ended Friday. . Struthers··said he. will rule Monday 

er woke up to. tell who inflicted - · The hearing was to determine if - whether to bind the suspect over 
the head injuries which killed her, there is enough evidence to_ bind and or(;wl)at �barges� . · 
but her· battered body left many Terri Jean Ortiz-Garcia over to Clafk/"who examined Letisia 
clues -for;."experts to determine that · District Court for prosecution on . before,arid afie'r :.she died, told
the little girl died ofabuse. mw:der charges. . - · · · ·. deputy district ;altomey Kris

'"Her collective injuries are in- . Mrs/Ortiz-Garcia, 27/ the vie- .. · Brown that �c :little girl's body 
dicative of multiple episodes of tim's mother, is cllargedwiili three · . was covered with bruises, skin 
non-accidental injury," said Dr. felonies: murder, child abuse caus- _break injuries and head and scalp 
Ellerr•Clark, .. a Re,10 ..• .p.athologist-.. >. . ing. substantial bodily harm and. · inJuri�i;,:;S:tie••ttls.�/suffered deep 
"Letisia was · tf:'�ictim o�hysicaf -._ battery \vifh 'a deadfy \veaporii arid · . " .. abdomiriafbruisirig/ "-- .. '.. . -...
abuse."· ,:;·;•:,::-, ·. ' ,_:.. > . <:. · ·- _1 , one··'.·gtoss misdemeanor, child ·. __ . The medical expert also testi-

Clatk testifiecf-wiih two othet; ,. 'abuse.-.\)••\.:,,._·:'',:, i.: 1• ·:-''·'·, • :·. · •. · • fled that skin break injuries around
. doctors, law erifoi'cem�nt officers:� ': ·\,Letisia Joy6e()rtiz died March ·.:.:-'' ·. '· . '· .Continued to page 2
_:..;...·· _':_,,''.....:_' ._: :_-::_:,1 __ :-·....:'"''•: __ ··• .... --r·_-·;.:....:/_"....:·:�_·-'··-"·eo�:•�;::!s�·:q_...;· ....:\:\1...'''....:'g::::i..�:::"=='''::.:.··,r<:1�··c..o::>=�· --��.:::;..;..r-_-_______ -..;...·---_..;...-·--i,_ .. 
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Ortiz-Garcia: Child died from multiple inju~ies 
Continued from page 1 that his wife came running out 
Letisia's wrists and ankles indicat- because she said Letisia was 
ed the little girl had been grabbed unconscious. 
or tied up. Some of the child's Ortiz said he found Letisia on 
bruises were so recent that Clark the floor and her mother attempt-
indicated they could have been ing to revive her. He ran to a near-
inflicted up to an hour before her by house for help and when he 
parents summoned help because returned Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia had 
Letisia was unconscious. picked up Letisia and placed her 

"She died of blunt traumatic on a bed. 
injuries to the head, specifically "Letisia had started breathing a 
the brain," said Clark, a11 expert in little. Terri had been able to help 
the study of physical abuse of chil- her. I told Terri to carry her to the 
dren. car. But then the paramedics came 

Clark said Letisia suffered from and. put her in the grass by the 
shaking impact and blunt impact car," Ortiz testified. 
syndrome which means that she Ortiz said he made the decision 
was shaken so vigorously that she at Washoe Medical Center four 
suffered a fatal brain injury. She days later to remove the child 
also said that the injuries could not from life support system. 
be self-inflicted. Letisia underwent surgery to 

"These were not normal· child- relieve pressure on her brain, but 
hood injuries," Clark testified. neurosurgeon Dr. Dante Bacca tes-

Letisia' s father, Gilberto Ortiz, tified that her injuries were too 
testified with the assistance of a severe. 
court interpreter that he came "Her prognosis after surgery 
home for lunch on March 23 arid was the same as before - poor," 
found tile little girl sitting alone in Bacca said. 
her bedroom. . '. "The doctors told me if they 

He said he argued with his wife took the tubes off, she would die. 
because he discovered a scratch on They told me she would never get 
Letisia's face, He said he told the well. It was a very hard decision. 
suspect that lie wanted Letisia to They told me I could hold her," 
play more with her sisters and Ortiz said. 
brother •. · Under cross-examination by the 

Ortiz said he wa:s home for· suspect's attorney; Tod Young;· 
about half an hour and' then ·went · Ortiz admitted that he beat his 
back to work on the Little Mon-' . wife. Judge Struthers granted him 
deaux Ranch 1n Genoa whe.-e his immunity from prosecution fo • 
family also lives,,. exchange for his testimony. 

He said he drQve past the ltouse He said he hit his wife with a 
once and Letisia's sisters waved to belt, his hand and his boot, but 
him from the window. The second denied he ever struck her with a· 
tinie he drove past,. Ortiz testified tire iron, glass bottle or 2-by-4. 

Ortiz also testified that he had 
very little to do with the children's 
care, leaving it up to his wife to 
dress and bathe the four children. 

Letisia is· survived by two sis­
ters, Rosa, 5 and Christina, 2 and 
her 9-month-old brother, Arnold. 

East Fork paramedic Dennis 
Atchison testified that he respond­
ed to an emergency call to the Lit­
tle Mondeaux Ranch at 3 p.m. on 
March 23 for a report of a sick 
child. A first response team 
already was on the scene when 
Atchison arrived. 

"The child was lying on a back­
board. I started to check the 
patient and I could see she was 
unresponsive," Atchison testified. 
He said she was able to draw 
approximately one breath a minute 
off hfr own. He. said the. j>upil·' in' 
her left eye indicated pressure on 
the brain and she had blood 
around her mouth. 

"It was a scoop and run," Atchi­
son said. "Everything I needed to 
do, I needed to do enroute to the 
hospital. There was no time to stay 
at the scene." 

Atchison said he cut off 
Letisia's sleeper and noticed the 

· bruises that covered her body. 
'.'Once I saw the bruising, I 

asked the driver to notify dispatch 
to have a Douglas County Sher­

. ifrs offic~r rrieet us at the hospital 
. because we · suspected child 
aJ)use." '. . . •· . . . · .· 
· Letisia was transported by Care­
Fli,11;ht from Carson-Tahoe Hospi­
tal to Washoe Medical Center 
where she died four days later. 

Sheriff's investigator Robert 

• • • • ..... - - -• - - . ' .,_ _ .... 

Cooke testified that he saw the 
child at Carson-Tahoe Hospital 
and observed several bruises on 
her body that he believed were 
caused by a strap or belt as well as 
hand and fingerprints. 

According to Cooke, Mrs. 
Ortiz-Garcia originally told him 
that 5-year-old Rosa struck Letisia 
four or five times with a baby bot­
tle and that a chair had fallen on 
her. 

He said he questioned Rosa who 
denied the allegations and who 
Cooke said was incapable of 
inflicting the type of injuries suf­
fered by Letisia. 

Cooke said Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia 
finally confessed that she was the 
one who struck the child. 

Under questioning by attorney 
Young; Tooke denied that"Ti?""''" 
threatened Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia with 
the death penalty or told her that 
she would not see her children 
until she confessed. 

"I never told her that if she did 
not tell the truth, she would never 
see her children. She wasn't 
telling the truth, she was lying. I -
might have told her she was going 
to prison, but I don't recall telling 
her she would get the death penal-
ty," Cooke said. ' 

Cooke said the initial tape 
recording of their conversations 
failed because the tabs on the tape 
were broken which meant it could 
not be taped over. The only record 
he has is of her second conversa­
tion. 

Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia remains in 
Douglas County Jail on $500,()()(j 
bail . 
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BY BRIAN MAFFLY 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Alpine County voters Tuesday dead­
locked in their sheriff's election, while 
tossing incumbent District Attorney Henry 
"Hank" Murdock out of office by a re­
sounding margin. 

Sheriff Henry "Skip" Veatch and his 
challenger, California Highway- Patrol Offi­
cer Villa "Lew" Roper, each garnered 276 
votes, thus delaying an outcome in the race. 

The tie sent county officials running to 
the state's Government Code to figure out 
how to handle the deadlock. County Clerk 

erra 
u ty-II ~~e- 1;111111 

._ "I I I 
Barbara Jones determined· that the two-way 
race must be resolved in a "runoff' election 
in November, a prospect neither candidate 
is happy about. 

"I wish it was going to be over. You 
don't want the campaign to drag on for an­
other five months," said Roper, a 21-year 
CHP veteran who moved to Woodfords 
nine years ago. "I plan to take some time 
off from the campaign road "'--' for a morith 
- and then hit it again going door-to­
door." 

Said Veatch, "I was hoping to know one 
way or the other whether I was going to 
have a job." 

Election observers pointed out that the 
results in the sheriff's race show the differ­
ence individual voters can make. 

"To me there's a good message in this. 
Your vote does count," said attorney Tim 
Pemberton, who defeated Murdock in the 
district attorney race . ."Here's an example 
where if one more person would have vot­
ed it would have been decisive in the re-

. suits." 
Murdock's re-election bid was .far from 

inconclusive. By a 3-2 margin, the voters 
handed the district attorney job to Pember­
ton, a W.oodfords attorney with virtually no 
experience in criminal law. 

T: 

ndsin 
Neither sheriff candidate plans to se_ek a 

recount, although ariy Alpine voter has un­
til Tuesday to make such a request. 

Roper outpolled Veatch in the western 
part of the county, where he lives and pa­
trols, while Veatch dominated in 
Markleeville and Bear Valley. 

Three or four ballots in Bear Valley re­
portedly were disqualified because the vot­
ers failed to sign the outside of the en-
velopes. , 

Veatch said he's lciokiO:g forward to re­
fining his campaign message, which focus­
es on the accomplishments of his first term 
as sheriff, before returning to the stump. 

j 
J 

. .l 
Thursday, June 9, 1994 · 

Tahoe Daily Tribune : 

d 
His platform stressed· the community pro­
grams, such as the Police Activities League 
and the anti-drug message of DARE, as exc 
amples of how his sL"t-deputy department is 
building ties with the community. ·· 

Roper, however, contends his strong fin­
ish shows voter skepticism of Veatch' s 
tenure. .. 

"I thirik it should send a mess~ge to him 
that half the voting population is not happy 
with him," said Roper, whose platform 
calls for greater public accountability in the 
Sheriffs Office. His central goal is to ere, 
ate a citizen review board to investigate 
con::iplaints against officers. · 
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, Sierra voters send DAs packing 

BY BRIAN MAFFL Y 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Alpine County voters were hard­
ly alone on Tuesday when they 
handed District Attorney Hank 
Murdock his walking papers. 

Incumbents in three neighboring 
counties met defeat at the hands of 
younger attorneys, all promising 
change and aggressive prosecution. 

In Alpine' s case, the voters 
tapped W oodfords attorney Tim 
Pemberton, who has no experience 
in criminal law, to succeed Mur­
dock in the incumberit's'fiist-ever 
contested race. The vote was 329 to 
225. 

Murdock attributed his defeat to 
the enmity he has fostered while en­
forcing the law during his 14-year 
tenure as a small-town prosecutor. 

"When I reach out and put some­
one in jail, I touch a whole family. 
... This is not a job that engenders a 
great number of friends," Murdock 
said. "The better you do your job, 
the more enemies you make. It's a 
lot harder in a small county where 
you literally know everyone." 

With 1,100 residents, Alpine is 
the state's least-populated county 
where about 20 felony cases are 
filed each year. No one has ever 
been charged with running a red 
light here because there are no traf­
fic signals. 

Nine of California's 22 incum­
bent district attorneys facing con­
tested races lost outright in Tues-

day's electioo and two others face 
November runoffs. The bulk of the 
losers serve rural eastern counties 
concentrated in the northern Sierra. 

Among the prosecutorial careers 
that crashed Tuesday were: 

• El Dorado's Walt Miller, un­
seated by his own deputy, Gary 
Lacy; 

• Amador's Larry Dixon, defeat­
ed by Steve 
Cilenti, a for­
mer cop and 
private attor­
ney who sharp­
'ened his prose­
cutorial teeth in 
the Sacramento 
County District 
Attorney's Of­
fice; 

• Placer's Murdock 
Paul Richardson, unseated in a 
close race with a former deputy, 
Brad Fenocchio. (Uncounted absen­
tee ballots could swing the results.); 

• veteran Modoc prosecutor, Ruth 
Sorenson; 

• Kings County's Garry Gon-
salves. · 

And voters in Plumas and Sierra 
counties fired their district attorneys 
- Mike Crane and Wes Travis, re­
spectively - in recall elections 
within the last two years. 

"An incumbent district attorney 
is very vulnerable and that's where 
Pemberton had the edge," Murdock 
said. "The outsider with nothing to 
lose can sit back and fire all the pot-

' shots he wants." 
Pemberton blasted Murdock's 

plea-negotiating practices, com­
plaining that felons were being giv­
en excessive lenience. 

"If the evidence is plain and the 
crime is serious, my task is to get 
the cases before a jury and let soci­
ety make a call on it," Pemberton 
said. "The voters found 
(Murdock's) 
deals repug­
nant. The deals 
were slaps on 
the wrist. The 
worl'c" 'load is " 
light so, if 
there are no ev­
identiary prob-
1 ems, what's 

~~':.i~·~ed for a Pemberton 
Like other victorious challengers, 

Pemberton promised to pursue more 
severe punishments, a pledge that 
wins votes in Sierra towns, whose 
conservative voters want urban vio­
lence kept out at all costs. El Dora­
do's Lacy, likewise, harangued his 
opponent-boss over his unwilling­
ness to file capital charges. 

"That kind of rhetoric sells, never 
mind whether your board of super­
visors might not give you the funds 
to do those prosecutions," said Sue· 
Jackson, the attorney who succeed­
ed the recalled Travis as Sierra 
County district attorney. "You'd 
like to deliver on these promises 
and take these cases to trial, but 

sometimes you have to do what's 
cost efficient and makes sense." 

The losing incumbents, of course, 
touted their own tough-on-crime 
stances, zero-tolerance toward 
drugs and incarceration records. 

"I've put more people in prison 
that anyone else in the history of 
Alpine County. I've been tough on 
crime and that's hurt me some," 
Murdock said. "Take drunken driv­
ing. There's no slack on it in my of­
fice." 

With his career as a prosecutor in 
limbo, the 58-year-old Murdock 

'· }'>tans to relocate from Markleeville 
to the South Shore where his wife 
teaches at Tahoe Valley Elementary 
School. 

"It wasn't that overwhelming a 
loss for me," he said. "After 14 
years, it's time to do something 
else." 

Conceding his lack of criminal 
experience, Pemberton said he will 
devote his full attention to closing 
his civil practice and studying crim­
inal law before taking office next 
year. 

"I feel comfortable with court­
room skills, but I need to know the 
substance and the procedures in­
volved with criminal law," Pember­
ton · said. ':•1 think I can do it in six 
·months." 

Pemberton's civil law back­
ground will be useful in his new ca­
reer since the Alpine district attor­
ney also serves as county counsel, 
advising officials in civil matters. r 

I 
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Arraignment scheduled in death. of 4-year-old Letisia Ortiz 
A 27-year~old Genoa woman, 

charged in the murder of her 4-
year-old daughter, is expected to 
plead not guilty at her arraignment 
tomorrow in district court. 

Attorney Tod Young said his 
client, Terri Jean Ortiz-Garcia, 
will plead not guilty to three 
felonies and one gross misde­
meanor in the March 27 death of 
her daughter, Letisia 

· The child died four days after 
paramedics were . called· to the 
family's home on the Little Mon­
deaux Ranch ~use the little girl 
·was unconscious. She never 
regained consciousness and was 
taken off life support systems fol-. 
lowing surgery: Medical :experts 
testified dutjng a two-day prelimi­
nary hearing earlier this. month 
that Letisia suffered a: fatal brain 
µijurrarid showed other-sighs pf1' 

· prolonged physical abu~e; · . 
At the conclusion of the p:relim~ 

inary heanng, East Fork Justice 
Dbug Struthers (ound that there 
was enough evidence•to .bind 

· Ortiz-Garcia over to. district cowt · 
to stand trial. on .. the .murder 
charges.. .\ 

She was arrested after the child 
died and. remains. in· Douglas 
County Jail on $500,000 ~ail; 

GETS PROBATION 
A 19-year-old Indian Hills mari 

who stole a car and took three 
juveniles to California was sen­
tenced to three years probation and 
ordered to pay $1,266 restitutiori. 

District. Judge Dave Gamble 
suspended one YtW in Douglas 
County Jail arid sentenced 
Dwayne Allred fo probation, 
ordered him tb submit. to search 
and seizure. of his property and 
abstain from a:ll alcohol and drugs. 
In addition; he is to stay away 
from the juveniles and main~in 
full-time employment. . 
, Allred plea.ded. guilty April 19 
to ~nlawfurt~ing ofa motor 
vehicle; a gio~s misdemeanor. He 
WllS arrested ~h 16. . . 

"This. has been .a fairly quick 
process;" Giimble said, "and I 
don't waht you .to thiiik it hasn't. 
been important I promise you if 
you violate probation, you will be 
back here." . · · · 

Gamble noted that Allred's 
prior criminal history included a 
$600 petty larceny charge. 

"I hope ye>µ }ecogriiz_e that this 
· is not a god'i:l pattern and that 
you'll turn from it and not engage 
in any more criminal activity," 

. Gamble advised. · 

videos and fondled her. The inci- Tahoe woman faces up to one year 
bi/:SSiXiiXLiLhl COURT REPORT E:;7:::_:::.:_::.:_:_:_:;:7:,:.::.:::_:_>::.:;:>J dents allegedly occurred when in Douglas County Jail after she 

Madsen was living in Fish admitted that she poured sugar in 
PROBATION REVOKED gangs anymore. I was walking the Springs. .the gas tank ahd spray painted the 

A 19-year-old Carson City gang straight and narrow. I had the gun The trial is expected to last two car 9f a Stateline man.. .•· . 
member had his probation revoked to protect my girlfriend and my days, according to Madsen's attor-· Colleen Anne Dalton pleaded 
after he admitted possession of a daughter." ney, Laura Grant of Carson City. guilty June 7 to tampering with a 
A5-ca:liber handgun. "I believe a lot of what you ADMITS THEFT motor vehicle, a gross misde-

Jorge Ibarra, speaking through said," Gamble told Ibarra. "If A Gardnerville janitor admitted meanor. 
an interpreter; told District Judge these other people came after you, that he broke into the· Douglas ' ''I had up itltention of making 
Dave Gamble that he was in pos- you did no wrong; I wish you well County Library and county offices the car immovable," she told Dis-
session of the weapon, but claimed and hope you find .a place to be at the Minden Inn. he was respon- trict Judge Dave Gamble: "I just 
he wanted to protect himself and· with your family away from the sible for cleaning and took money. intended to mess up the car." 
his family from unwelc. ome visits gang stuff." · Terry Smith, 38, faces up to five Dalton was arrested May 19 
from former gang acquaintances. Gamble gave Ibarra credit for years in Nevada State Prison and a after she was stopped for a traffic 

Ibarra was sentenced to four time served, a total of 507 days, $5,000 fine at his sen,tencing July .. violation, . . . . ~ .. 
years in Nevada State Prison in which .means he is n~Iy eligible 19. He pleaded guilty June. 7 to Authorities said two juveniles 
connection with the stabbing of a for parole on the four-year prison . attempted, theft, afelony.. . were with her after .. curfew and 
fello.w gang member in 1992. He tenn on the original charge. He was arrested with two others. '~~pu~ies ,found paint cans i1d1er 
served366 days in Douglas Coun- TRIAL DATE SET on May 23. According to. court C!lfJ• .. , ·.· . .. . . 
ty iail and was deported to Mexi- · A 39-yeai~old Tonopah man documents, Smith occasforially ' ~.lton has been serving a 30-
co. He returned to the United goes _on trial Sept. 28 after he lived in the basement of th~ Min- . · · day sen~rice for harassment. She 
· States,, heisaid, .to be with;Jns;.;gitl,,1,,"'·"• pleaded ,not guilty- to two fel~ •. - · , den Inn and at· the library. He and,: .. •,,;;mse,,iligreed:,~y $3,®() r~tu-
friend and their young daughter. and one misdemeanor in connec- two accomplices· had access to a tion for damage to the victini's car 

Ibarra was arrested in Carson tion with the molestation of a child safe combination and also took · She will be sentenced July 26. 
City on May 24 .and charged with under age 14'. moneY.from a copy machine at the Gamble ordered her to ~fay · 
being an ex-felon in possession of Mark Madsen is charged with library. away from the victim arid to 
a firearm. He also faces federal two counts of lewdness with a "I took money from the Minden refrain from alcohol. .... · .•· . 

· charges for being in the United child under 14 and one gross mis- Inn and the Douglas County "If you were trying to g¢t back 
Statesmegally and being an illegal demeanor of annoying or moleSt- Library, gambled it and· lost it," at this person, it's not working 
alien in possession of the fiieann. ing a minor. . Smith told District Judge Dave very well," Gamble said. · 

Jbami told Gamble that the gun According to the court report, Gamble. "You're in Jail now and you 
was.· left at his residence by an the victim claimed that Madsen v ANDALIZES CAR . have to pay $3,600 for dalqage to 

. acquaintance. "I wasn't with the forced her to watch pornographic A 24-year-old South Lake the car." 

■ - ___ .!!II_ • ■ .. ■ 
.. 



U1osc seasons. 

Kirkwood Ski Education Foundation 
ace Tamar~ Turnlleaugll saw hcr·ptomis­
ing futurf lak?astcp forward recently 
when shcwas namt"d to the U.S. Ski Asso­
ciation Western Region Qeyelopmcnt 
Group. 

''This ls quite 'an accnmplishmcnl · for 
Tamara,'' ,,iccordi11g to KSEF progr~m di­
rector Ray Dieius, "Being named to,a re­
gional development group is qµitc an hone 
or; only tw0Je1nale athlctcswcrc named 
from Far West, Tamara and Megan 
Ganong from Squaw Valley. 

Turnbca~!ih, 14, who, lives. )n 
Marklcevillc and was a straight:A student 
as ,a freshman al Douglas High ~chool this 
pastycat 

The··,sl;lcction was pascd 6n her .Far 
West pivisional result'-:, as well as a steH<lf 
performance during the USSA .~VeJtCrn 
Region 1c3Jµnior Olympics held advfam-

moth in March. Al the Junior Olympic 
meet, she placed secon<i)n µ1e women's 
Suixr·G: third.in th~ giant slalom. fourth 
in the slalo111 and earned a.silver medal in 
the combined during cnmpe.tition against 
13-14 year old age group racers frotn ,nine 
states. 

Afterward, Turnbcaugh was selected to 
compete .9n · a team that represented the 
U.S. at the Children's WoddChi1mpi­
onships held. March }O thmughApriI4 at 
Whi~tler, B.C.; where placed 14th in the 
gianfslaloin and 19th in the slalom'. Iler· 
efforts, helppd thcU.S. claim. the 13, 14 
age group world tear,n title fmm Slovenia. 

"Tamara hasrcaHy ?,cg~n to fulfill her 
potential; We've scc.n the pQtential all 
along and she's ,now starting tQ break the 
env9lopcqf thatpotcntiaf; with llllll'.h 

more to come," Dieius satd .in a, March 
interview; 

''Technically and physically, her skills" 
arc developing quite well, now we' re 
hoping. to see her mental skills develop 
further,'' he nddcd. "Specifically in matu~ 
rity, handling stress and pressure ... being 
able, l? do aH the things that come with 
competing at a high leycl... and that 
comes with having the experience'.•• 

The Western Region Development 
Group is the first step on the. ladder that 
lead~. to thcJJ.S .. Ski Tearn,, a_cco~ding to 
Dicius;The nex,t step is the regional train­
ing group, which consists prinfarily of rac~ 
er~ inthc 16-}8 at;c brackcL 

Tumbeaugh has received ari invitation 
to W(,Jrkoutwith ,the western Region 
Training ,Group at its summer camp ses­
sion June 26 to July 1Q at Mt Hood,Orc. 
She h~lS also been ll)VitcdJ\),altend a the 
Womsn's [)cvclqp111cnt Group carnpAug. 
19 toSept. lat Mt. Boocl. 

~'".'~"'"· ·: ·.' ·. · ... , .-- .. n, 



Man survives accident 
on Ebbets. Pass· 

Officials who helped· rescue a Gilroy man 
Friday•Jnorqing·saidhe was lucky to be alive 
. after hrs car went over a steep embankment on 
Eb bets Pass Thursday night. · 

"It ,\\'.Jl.~. qµjJe,11r1; 9tde,1:1J;,:/J.$ii1,kp,,California r 
Highway P:at1.rolofficer John Mason-;: · · + ·· 

Accor4i,ngJ.Q ;r~p,qi;fa ,from ,th~,Alpine Cciun,.: 
ty Sheriff' s.riO,ffioe; .'39a~ear~.olci David. Osler 

. said, he, ~.l}(c;lr~vi9g ,ar9~¢ :Pve:r. S:iiMRciute 4 
at about 10 p.m. Thursday when he swerved to. 
miss some deer.' 

His car plummeted over a more than 50 foot 
high cliff about 1/5 of a mile east of Cascade 
Creek near the 8,000-foot level. The car Callie 
to rest on a steep bank covered with loose 
rocks and boulders about 300 feet off the 
highway. , 

Osler said' he was thrown from the car and i 
continued tci;-bounc.e and roll another 20 feet. . 

The victim spent the night in the .rocks. On 
·Friday morning he was able to crawl up to his 
Dodge Ram truck where he was spotted by a 

· passing motorist who reported the incident to 
officials. 
. Workers from Alpine Cou-11ty, the highway 
patrol, Markleeville, Woodfords. and Bea.r 
Valley all reported toth,e scene .. · . 

Mason said .rescue/crews· u,sed a stabilizing 
jacket, a bac~board arid .a sled stretchet tied to 
. a tow true~')~ brilig Q,;l!:lr:'up to. Jhe roadway. 
The rescuetook abou{40 minutes:· 
. , Osler was,sa~eri, by aiµbulance · tQ a landing 
zone at Kerihey:,Reservoir where he was trans- · 
ferred to CARBFlight ,and· airliftedto Washoe 
Medical Ce'i1t~r:r:,/:: /:"' ,· _·, 1 • • · . • · 

· Alpine $~~~)ffs .repqrt(Said the vict\rh was . 
alert and reipcmsNeWheji. he was rescued. He 
was said to have cuts . and· bruises, was •dehy­
drated from spending the night outside, and 
complained of pain in the neck, back; chest 
and pelvic area. 



Abu,ed girl 
failetl by ··. 
2 counties 
Bv BRIAN MAFFLY ~ ,z:.1-~· ·-. 
TribuneStaffWriter ~ . ~{l~. 

. , 
Letisia Ortiz fell through the 

cracks between two states' child 
protection systems. 

A lack of coordination between 
Douglas and Alpine county authori;_ 
ties in monitoring the 4-year-old · 1 

girl's abusive family life may have 
hastened her death, allegedly at the 
hands of her alcoholic mother- ac~ 

~ c~rding t? a p~ivate a~torney re-_ -1· 
tamed to mvest1gate Alpim,,-~:.:- '::'': 
ty' s handling of the case. -'> 

And weak COJllllllinication:ani~ 
Alpine's law enforcement agepcies· 1 

shielded Terry Jean Garcia-Qrtiz(a' . 
27-year-old mother of seven froiil, 
prosecution on child abuse ch<!i~9s, 
states _a report ,prepared by .Sacra"' 
mento attorney Christopher Lee,· ··. : , 

The Alpine Board of SllpeIYisoi-s 

See ABUSE, Page TA 

Ab U Se.' (CCC ')__) rte ("then resided with her husband near murder. "The availability ,of criminal 
G,{14\ql_{ Genoa, just across the state line in Nevada newspapers reported that sanctions in cases like this are in ef-

C t· d f , p lA Nevada. · Alpine authorities did not properly feet the ultimate authority of the 
on mue rom age A representative from the Pit notify their Nevada counterparts of courts over anti-social behavior and 

hired Lee, at a cost of $7,000, to River tribal community, Elvira RO-: the situation at the Ortiz home. physical and. sexual abuse toward 
help the _county identify deficiencies driguez, urged the court to return all Lee dismissed this claim as "un- children," Lee wrote. 
in its child protection services in the four children then in protective cus- founded" after the Nevada media Supervisor C. Ann Wade, who 
wake of Letisia' s March 27 death tody with relatives, Lee reported. declined to reveal its sources. represents Alpine' s native commu-
from a head injury inflicted by a The children's court-appointed at- Within Alpine County govern- nity, on Monday expressed displea­
bottle. torney offered no objection, while ment, Lee found that various county sure with the sheriff and District At-

"It was to find out what went the Department of Social Services agencies failed to exciliange infor- torney Hank Murdock for not 
wrong,'; board chairman Don Jar- argued to deJay the children's re- mation regarding the Ortiz case, launching a criminal investigation 
dine said. "We never want this to turn. and, consequently, officials acted of Garcia-Ortiz once her suspected 
happen again." Observing that state law requires without knowing all the facts avail- abuse became known. 

Alpjne supervisors on Friday re- family reunification at the earliest able. For example, sheriff's Lee found-similar complaints that 
leased.an edited copy of the Lee re- possible. time, Bradford agreed to deputies took custody -of the Ortiz the sheriff doesn't adequately con­
port with the names of the victim return two girls, but ruled to keep children in April 1992 after finding front crime and child abuse in the 
and her family blacked out. the Ortiz' two oldest children in the, evidence of physical abµse. Howev- county's tribal community, and rec-

Alpine County intervened in the court's custody. The youngest of er, there was no "routine, regular ommended the hiring of an additional 
Ortiz f ·1 wlienshe-·ff' .'de', ties''. the O ·z children pacl'l,i,en iefumeW' ·ocedure" for a t~ ferral,of., de u .• ·s roble . , ' -
resµ~mw~e#w~~9rgtr:y§{i£e;~: hom€1: 1.~~i~iillfw.:J?lffft,,J '~ S~SP~rted cJa ·,l&.i~~~e's~tt;:· p • , ·r->· .. - - J1so iecorrwf _ 

f:rif 9~1ll~~aft~~il0!tfr - eni~~ie~b¥J;"iJJ<l1 {b 0gil't5~~lti ~~~~~~~:rn;~r! i~wid ;_ ~i~:fifa!~sc~:~:o~ntu~::~ 
took custody of tetisia and"twctof glas, the O,:tiz' county of.residence, safely removed from their mother's ed child abuse, develop continuing 
her ·s1sters. after reviewing evidence to take over the case, but their re- care and custody, but no criminal education programs for sheriff's 
thafinc1uded bite marks ar-0und the quests.were declined, Lee reported. charges were filed,''. Lee wrote. "A arid district attorney staff, and culti-
face of one of the children and "These folks (the Ortizes) were criminal investigatiori1 which may vate better interagency cooperation. 
burns on the tops of her feet. Nevada residents," Jardine com- or rriay not have resul¢d in the fil- Courity supervison/'strongly" 

However, no criminal probe was mented. "There's only so much our ing of criminal charges, was not urged the_ sheriff, the district atto'r-
launched at this time. people can do on our side of the conducted." ney and social services chief Patri-

A year and a half laiei-_'at a Jan. border to monitor the situatiori." Sheriff Skip Veatch's failure to at cia Shuman to implement Lee's rec0 

24 Superior Court hearing; Judge Two months after joining her least initiate a _criminal,case was an ommendations, Jardine said. Their 
Harold Bradford returned Letisia parents, Letisia was fatally beaten oversight that should Ifot be repeat- progress is expected to be discussed 
and a sister to Garcia~Ortiz, who and her mother charged with her ed, Lee said. · · at the board's June 21 meeting. 
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Emigrant trail tour set in Hope Valle,y 
One of the most· successful and 

longest running programs at 
Sorensen's Resort in Hope Valley, 
Calif., the historic emigrant trail 
walking tours, enters its 10th sea­
son with a series of tout dates 
extending through October. 

The ·cost· is $35 · per person for 
Sorensen's guests and $50 for 
non-guests and includes luhch and 
refreshments on the road. 

Imprints of larger historical 
events ripple through the · land in 
Hope Valley from the lore of the 
Native Americans to the Gold 
Rush immigrants passing through 
to a better life, to the legend of 
"Snowshoe"•· Th<>tnpSon iuid even 
the beginnings of the Studebaker 
Automobile Company. 

Tour participants continue to be 
amazed and inspired by the tales 
and extraordinary 2,000 mile 
migration of the early w.estem .pio-

neers. Traversing •some· of the 
same territory as these early• trav­
elers, expert -guide and acclaimed 

. historian,• Frank Tortorich, leads 
participants across .parts of the 
. famous Mormow-Emigrant · Trail, 
which became· the major• route 
over_ the·rugged Sierra Nevada 

. after. the s~unning • failure of the 
Donner party. 
. He.recounts the:westemroman­
tic history of the early Pony 
Express route and,.gives a, vivid 
portrayal-of the i~epid Sierra 
mailman, "Snowshoe",Thompson, 

· · who in_troduced skiing to the Unit-
ed States . . · ·· . :· ·. · 

, . Tour,s )nclu(Je a.p~e-evening, 
iiltroductory slide show around the 
campfire at Sorensen's highlight­
ing the remains of the Oregon­
CaUfomia. Trail as iLStill exists 
today and recounts the: personal 
travails encountered bv the nio~ 

neers heading out from Indepen­
dence, Missouri in the mid~l800s. 

Participants should bring>com­
fortable walking shoes and be pre­
pared for changeable wea.ther. 
Depending on the number of par­
ticipants, some may be ask~d to 
drive their OWJ1 vehicles to select­
ed hilcing locations. 

Because of Frank Tortorich's 
wealth of knowledge of the entire 
emigrant road; two special tours 
have been added;including a day-

.. long desert tour on Jrine·2'7 and a 
mountain day hike to .West· Pass 
on.Aug. 30.Guests should,specify 
their interest iri the special pro­
grams to receive . additional infor-
mation. · ' 

Sorensen's is,locatedjust 'east 
of.the Highway 88/89inrersection 
in, Uope'.1\lallb}'}:.flf>F:more infor­
mation and reservatioris/call · 1-
80042~9949.-, .·· .. ~-·---· ~- ·,_ ,• 
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Re.port says la~k of1~QorcUnation contributed to ~hild's death 
__ by BRIAN MAFFL Y ----------- tody of½etisia and two _of her sis- - oldest children in the court's cus- in April 1992 after fillding evi- District Attorney Hank Murdock 
--R-C News Service 'We-- ·neve·:-: ,- •· ters after reviewing evidence lhat tody. The youngest of the Ortiz dence of physical abJJSe. Howev- - for not launching a criminal 

_ , _ _ included bite marks around the children had been returned home er, there was no "routine, regular· _ investigation ofOrtiz-Garcia once 
Letisia Ortiz fell through the 

cracks between two states' child 
protection systems. 

A lack of coordination between 
Nevada and California county 
authorities in monitoring the 4-
year-old girl's abusive family life 
may have hastened her- death, 
allegedly at the hands of her 
mother, according to a private 
attorney retained · to investigate 
Alpine County's handling <>f the 
case. 

And weak communication 
among Alpine· County's law 
enforcement agenCies shielded 
Terri Jean Ortiz-Garcia, 27, from 
prosecution on child abuse 
charges, states a report prepared 
by Sacramento attorney Christo­
pher Lee. 

The Alpine Board of Supervi­
sors hired Lee, at a cost of $7,000, 
to help the county identify defi- _ 
ciencies in its child protection ser­
vices in the wake of Letisia' s 

t_., lh-· • -- 1·· _ face of one of the children and a year before with no appare.-it, procedure" for automati - - - het:suspecte~\abuse be~m~f Wan - IS. 0 burns Ori the'tops of herfeet. problems. _ _ _ _ · <>f all suspected child ab known. , · ', '.;i ' 

h-appe' _ft·· . However, no criminal probe Alpine officials tried to get -to the District Attorney'~ Offi . ., found similar complaints 
Was·laundied at that time. Douglas, the Ortiz' county of resi- - "The childr~n were properly . the sheriff doesn't adequa~y 

aga---1-_·n·· :.j· '_A year and a halffater, at a Jan. dence, to take.over the case. but -, ~d safely removed from their confront crime and childal>useiJi 
24 Superiot Court hearing, Judge their requests were declined, Lee _. inpther's care and custody, but no the county's tribal commu~ity, 
Harold Bradford returned Letisia reported. · · . . ._ •. --. . · qruninal charges were filed," Lee and recommended the hiring of an 

: Don Jardine and a sister to Ortiz-Garcia, who . ; "These folks (the Ortizes) were wtote. "A criminal investigation,. additi~ 4eJ>µty w focus on this 
Alpine supervisor .. · their resided with her husband Nevada residents," Jardine· com- .. -_ ~~ich· inay . or may not have problem/ -•·-. •--- . _ . . . _ . _ 

near'Cknoa~ just across the state mented. "There's only so much;_ ~ulted iri the filing of;criminal The aitomey~_recommerid-
March 21 death from a head line in Nevarui . our people can do on our side o~t- • c~ges. was notconduc~" . - eel offich1lsi iriftj)Jn . ~ourity 
injury· · A I'¢pre~eiitative _ from the Pit .• the border to monitor the situa~'. ·• .. -· lNPi~e County Shel)iff Spp empl9yees of statefil)~dates to. 

"!twas to find out what went; -Riyef~ibal,community, Elvira tion:· '. ••·_ . . _-.... ' V~h'sfailuretoat~tinitiate reportsuspec~edfJ.iild abuse; 
wrong," board chainnan Dort Jar- ;., Rodriguez, :urged the couit to Two m~nths after joining her . a 'cp.minatcase was an pversigbt _ develop<:~tinilil)J~tioo pro-
dine said. •we never want this to return ·all four children then in parents. Letisia was faiallybeaten th• should not be repeated. Lee grams for ;sheii(ti and. district 
happen again!' · :: : pro~~"d ~~stody with relatives, and her mother charged with her ~d. , attorney staff/and cultivate better 

Alpine supeivisors on Friday · Le~ 'reported. The children• s murder. "The availability of criminal · interagency cooperaliori. - · , 
released an edited copy of the Lee , coiirt-app~imed attorney offered Within Alpine County. govern- - sanctions in cases like this are in County supervisors -••strongly" =:~: :::~f.:c~;J:,:;ic- ,· .rfu~n~bJt~~?ltl1~~!e:~ar:~ :l:i;~:~:g~:~!:·~9:!i;~~i~'-ft:t·'~~~~ti,!itf-s=h~~r:,-:!, ··~~-~ir:t~~~~=r 

Alpine County intervened in delay the children's return. exchange information regarding ancf phisical and sexual abuse Patricia Shum~ to implement 
the Ortiz family when sheriff's ·· Observing that state law the Ortiz case, and, consequently, to~¢ cbildren," Lee~- Lee's recommendtttion~ J~ine 
deputies responded to · their requit:es family reunification at officials acted without knowiqg . Supervisor C. Ann .~ade. who said. Their progress is expected to 
Woodfords home andJound signs the :~Hes(possible time, Brad- all the facts available. reJ)fesents Alpine's native com- be discussed at the bQard'sJ.une 
of child abuse iil April 1992• , fort(agreid, to returri two girls, For example, sheriffs deputies munity, on Monday expressed 21 meeting. . _ -·· .. · --.-.. • · -
Local authorities later took cus- , '.b~~//µle~. to)eep the Ortiz' two took custody of the Ortiz children displeasure with the sheriff and (See related story page 10.) 
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· qbse'; l$ 10th arirli\l'.~nary at a new loca-
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; ,The neW;eourse will be based' at Kirk~ 
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E~tts..,~e''1ast leg .o(]he nice.will be an 

·. · -·_ -.. ·. fS'.:6'-rnile";run &µ"Qtind the Kirkwood sip r~-
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Left, incumbent Sheriff Henry (Skip) Veatch and, right, Villa (Lew) Roper, candidate for sheriff. Alpine County election results showed they each receivec:1276 Votes. . :: 

All)irieCoUnty RaceShows Every Vote~eoufits·•; · 
. , / 

■ Elections: Ballots were cast 
by 76.5% of the electorate-and 
sheriffs contest ended in a dead 
heat, 276-276. Those who failed. 
to mail in votes regret it-and 
want to remain anonymous. 

By MARIA L. La GANGA 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 

MARKLEEVILLE, Calif.-Everyope 
knows of one, an offender most foul, but no 
one here will rat out a neighbor, tattle on a 
friend. 

C. Ann Wade, supervisor for Alpine 
County's District 3, knows five of them. 
Sheriff Henry (Skip) Veatch knows four, 
but he is too much of a gentleman to 
divulge an identity-even though they 
cost him big. . Los Angeles Times 

- bQttle. Her mother is in jail in Nevada, ,. 
awaiting trial for murder. , 

The Sheriff's Department has never had ' 
a good relationship with the 310 Native 
Americans who live in Alpine County. 
"The community feels the Sheriff's De­
partment doesn't respond. They live less 
than five minutes away, but it takes them 
up to two hours to come here," Wade·says. 
"We need someone to take control of the 
officers and make them do their job." 

Veatch acknowledges the strained rela­
tions, the Washoe Tribe's concerns that its , 
members get short shrift.. But recent -~~ 
studies, he says, show that 40% of the 
department's enforcement calls take place ---, 
in Native American territory, while the ' 
community makes up only 30% of the 
county's population. . . . , 
. "That's disproportionate,'' he says.0 We . : . 
· respond to the calls the same without · ' 
regard to race or geographic area.,.;.,.,,. We 

JEANNE MAE WONG / For The Times respond With a great deal' of concern." 
Who are these culprits? Only their 

county clerk knows for sure. 
Markleeville, the seat of Alpine County in northeast California on Nevada border. 

· A report commissioned by the Board of 
Supervisors is highly critical of how both 
the Sheriff's Department and the district 
attorney's office handled the Ortiz case. In remote Alpine County, where the knowing more of Carson City than_they do 

government owns 96% of the land and the , ofSac::ramento. . · .. 
only bank dosed about 15 years ago, 76.5%' sun; , when the i polls closed statewide 
of those registered voted-more than dou- two weeks ago today, more than three-
ble the turnout statewide and higher than quarters of Alpine County's 745 registered 
any election in recent county memory. voters-1,113 people live there-had cast 

Only 175 men and women did not bother ballots. One reason the turnout. was so 
to vote, and they are kicking themselves spectacular was that it was not really a 
these days, for the sheriff's ·race, a heated turnout at all. With such.a low population 
battle, ended in a mathematical near-im- that it is hard to muster up a polling place, 
possibility, an honest-to-goodness tie, Skip Alpine County voters cast their ballots by 
Veatch 276, Villa (Lew) Roper 276. mail, the only county in the state to do so. 

"A lady at the library, the day after the "Alpine truly is a high-participating 
election, had her ballot in her purse," county; its results are not just a fluke of 
Wade said, recounting a tale that_ is registration rolls," says Mark DiCamillo, 
repeated all over town. "She never sent it director of the Field Poll. "That is the most 
in. She·said, 'Now I know what they mean · persuasive reason I've heard [for the high 
by one vote counts.' She voted for Lew turnout], not the demographics but the 
Roper.'' . voting method." 

Don't look for a teacher to thank for such But local pundits have a better explana-
stunning civic involvement, even here in tion of why Alpine County put the rest of 
the county seat of Markleeville. The California to shame, There were two 
northeast California county is so small that emotional races made even more heated in 
there is no high school; these California part by the death of a 4-year-old Native 
kids learn government in Nevada, grow up American child in a complex abuse case 

that crossed the California-Nevada border. 
It is a case that doubled turnout in the 

Native American community, Wade's Dis­
trict 3, where the drama began. A case that 
even Veatch grudgingly admits colored the 
races for sheriff and district attorney. "A 
couple of things came up that hurt us," 
Veatch says. "The Ortiz case was one." 

In 1992, Terry Ortiz and her children 
were visiting relatives in the Alpine Coun­
ty town of Woodfords, home to the 
Southern Band Washoe Tribe of Cali­
fornia-Nevada. During the visit, family 
members reported to social service work­
ers that Letisia Ortiz, then 2, had been 
abused, bitten on her nose and burned on 
her feet. · 

'fhe child and three siblings were taken 
from their mother and placed by the court 
with other family members. On Jan. 24, an 
Alpine County Superior Court judge gave 
Letisia and her sister, Rosa, back to their 
mother, who was living on a ranch in 
nearby Genoa, Nev. Two months later, 
Letisia was dead, beaten with a glass baby 

j'What is missing is · a routine, regular 
procedure for automatic referral to the 
District Attorney's Ihtake Sehtion of Al­
pine · County of all suspected criminal . 
activities involving child physical and 
sexual abuse," the report states. "A crimi­
nal investigation which may or may not 
have resulted in the filing of criminal 
charges was not conducted." 

Although Veatch declines to speak in 
detail about the case or 'the report, he , 
insists that an investigation was carried i 
out. And he admits that Letisia Ortiz's 1 

death just two months before the election 
hurt both him and Dist. Atty .. Hem:~y 
Murdock, wlio lost his bid to remain in 
office. . . 

"The Ortiz thing hurt both of us as · 
incumbents," he says. "We were in office 
when it happened. A scapegoat was 
sought." , 

For all the factors that caused Alpine 
County residents to vote in record num­

Please see ALPJNE, A.22 
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·ALPINE: County Takes PrideJ11·votirigRecorc1 
.- • • i •. .. • .• 

Continuecl from A3 
hers-the heated races, the mail-in 
ballots-voting here is not auto­
matic. The electorate of Alpine 
County overcomes one very high 
hurdle: Some barely acknowledge 
that they live in California. 

'. "Physically we belong to Ne~ 
vada," said David Kirby, owner of 
Woodford's Station, part general 

,store, part local pangout. Alpine 
County shops, works and goes to 
school across the state line and at 
one time actually · was part of 
Nevada. Sometimes it still feels 
that way. 

Between 1987 and 1992, employ­
ees of this eastern California coun -
ty negotiated for a paid day off on 

. Oct: 31 so they could celebrate 
Nevada Day, the legal holiday 
commemorating Nevada's admis­
sion to the Union. And California 
news-political or otherwise-is 
terribly hard to come by, a real 
hurdle for anyone attempting · to 
actually know what they're voting 
about. The television stations all 
beam from Nevada; and most 
newspapers travel west across the 
state line. 

'."The first time I saw Ronald 
Reagan on television was when he 
ran for President," says Nancy 
Thornburg, executive director of 
the Alpine County Museum. "One 
thing that's so darn frustrating is 

· ~at you can't get any California 

JEANNE MAE WONG / For The Times 

Nancy Thornburg says Alpine 
County residents miss out be­
cause they only g~t Nevada TV. 

television stations here. y OU just 
don't get the information you 
need." · 

At least Thornburg talks about 
the election. Chris Branscombe 
doesn~t even like to do that, and 
was crestfallen, as a matter of fact, 
when the sheriff's race tied .. To 
others, the tie is a statistical freak 

. s~ow; to the Branscoinbes it is_. a 

• guarantee of .five months of discord 
· until.the November runoffs. 

Branscombe works for' Sheriff 
Veatch. :ijer husband is employed 
by Woodford's Auto Service, 
whose owner has a · longstanding 
and complicated. complaint against 
the Sheriff's :Pepartment, part 
small- town intrigue and part retri­
bution. At Woodford's, they vote 
for Lew Roper. 

"I'm between a rock and a hard 
place in this· election," she said. "I 
handed my husband his ballot and I 
filled out mine, and we didn't talk 
about who we'd voted for." 

Branscombe 'is not the only one 
who feels bad this Election Day. 
Yes, it may have been difficult, but 
at least she voted. Which is more 
than can be said for some people 
here in Markleeville. · 

The woman who sauqtered into 
Alpine County Library on June 8 
only to find her ballot when look­
.ing for her library card would not 
consent to be interviewed for this 
story. In fact, her friends are so 
kind that they would not divulge 
her name and instead called her for 
a statementon her voting lapse. 

How does it feel· to be one of the 
few, the not-so-proud, the disen-. 
franchlsed here in the . cradle of 
California democracy? 

"Just lousy/' she said, through 
an 'intermediary. · 
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·ALPINE: County Takes Pride in Voting Record 
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bers-the heated races, the mail-in 
ballots-voting here is not auto­
matic. The electorate of Alpine 
County overcomes one very high 
hurdle, Some barely acknowledge 
that they live in California. 

"Physically we belong to Ne­
vada," said David Kirby, owner of 
Woodford's Station, part general · 
store, part local hangout. Alpine i 
County snops, wurk;:; ciii.:l ge,<3;:; t;:; 
school across the state li:ne and at 
one time actually was part of 
Nevada. Sometimes it still feels 
that way. 

Between 1987 and 1992, employs 
· ees of this eastern California coun­
ty negotiated for a paid day off on 
Oct. 31 so they could celebrate 
Nevada Day, the legal holiday 
commemorating Nevada's admis­
sion to the Union. And California 
news-political or otherwise-is 
terribly hard to come by, a real 
hurdle for anyone attempting to 
actually know what they're voting 
about. The television stations all 
beam from Nevada, and most 
newspapers travel west across the 
state line. 

"The first time I saw Ronald 
Reagan on television was when he 
ran for President," says Nancy 
'I'.hornburg, executive director of 
th& Alpin., Cou.'1ty Museum. "One 
thing that's so darn frustrating is 
that you can't get any California 
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Nancy Thornburg says Alpine 
County residents miss out be­
cause they only get Nevada TV. 

television stations here. You just 
don't get the information you 
need." · 

At least Thornburg talks about 
the election. Chris Branscombe 
doesn't even like to do that, and 
was crestfallen, as a matter of fact, 
when the sheriff's race tied. To 
others, the tie is a statistical freak 
show; to the Branscombes it is a 

guarantee of five months of discord 
until the November runoffs. 

Branscombe works for Sheriff· 
Veatch. Her husband is employed 
by Woodford's Auto Service, 
whose owner has a longstanding 
and complicated complaint against · 
the Sheriff's Department, part 
small-town intrigue and part retri­
bution. At Woodford's, they vote 
for Lew Roper. 

"!'~ t~t~~,.~~~ ~ !"0~k ~r,<1 ~ h:trrl 
place in this election," .she said. "I 
handed my husband his ballot and I 
filled out mine; and we didn't talk 
about who we~q voted for." 

Branscombe is not the only one 
who feels bad this Election Day. 
Yes, it may have been difficult, but 
at least she voted. Which is more 
than can be said for some people 

·herein Markleeville. 
The woman who sauntered into 

Alpine County Library on June 8 
only to find her ballot when look­
ing for her library card would not 
consent to be interviewed· for this. 
story. In fact, her friends are so 
kind that they would not. divulge 
her name and instead called her for 
a statement onher voting lapse. • 

How does it feel to be one of the 
few, the not-so-proud, the disen­
franchised here in the cradle of 
California democracy? 

"Just lousy," sne said, through 
an intermediary. 



',I . ·, 

Man arrested in shooting 
by KURT HILDEBRAND 
Staff Writer baugh, 27, was wounded in mond Valley Road near ud 

County Sheriff's Office, Kee- shooting. took place ontia-

the right hand by bfrdshot Lake. Th.e pair were abo t 30 
A Woodfords man was ar- fired from what deputies feet apart when the sh ·ting 

rested Tuesday for allegedly believe was a 12-gauge shot- took place. / 
shooting another man with. a gun. Gorham was arrest d for 
shotgun. Deputies were notified of. attempted murder/_ ith a 

Christopher Allen Gorham, , the gunshot ·wound by Car- firearm, assault witl\i' deadly .,, , . h 
20, turned himself in to au- · s011-TahoeJ{ospital officials. ·. weapon · and bat . . Wll .· a 
thorities after .a warrant was · I)octors rem<)Ved three pr, · ·. d4dly weapon! . h ~J::Jor 

iss~eed e~hi~:fft1-~:~t>ug:h(H{ ,,.~~.}1i!f ~~i~:~~ fr_o~t . ~lf I'~;~f#-t, • ,:~n,: 
connection· Mill the fd:45 -The shootingwas·apparent~ The shooting·was the,scc-

~~/::~~~i~~e~~~:;:~ ·· li:~~~of an ,ru.-_g~rne~t . ·•. _o~~h1cw~~!°:v~•yfn,g_nf:~~- , 
. Richmon. d Keeoouuh ..... · ··. ':i biiu~: h\i~\t f :· . 

According to Sgt. Lari.ce p!Wffer satcr: ' 
Mo~spa¢,~t Qf. «i~ :D<>niJ11S: .··• •. ·, ¥-~-~i~ .1??P~-~~ said. ·. the 

u,,,, •~, yuvuc 'VO / .... :JJV. 

Shooting: Three 
· arre~t~d. Monday 

Cont/riij~d:,rqm page 1 
juvetiile~·wete.·artested Monday 
monifog for all~g¢ty pointing a 
shotgtQi,Jlt a motorist. . 

Justiri,!Jatris'Hearold, and two 
GardMryill~ youths aged 16 and 
14 were; 'arrested · after deputies . 
received8 ~port that the trio stuck 
a shotg!Jn'dtlt of the window of the 
1977 Pontiac Trans Am they were 
drivj~g Qti tllghway 3951n Min­
den)~t'1 haim,Mon~y. ·• 
. ~P#~~f '19.cated and arrested 

the '~Q.\l:\{W:91(1 was booked into 
jeil :~,>~~g;,a,flrearrni~ .. •ariother 
pet~op.\*9~s~iracy, to',.~p.z;n.rnit a . 
crime:'•arij;::cQhtributirig .to the 
det~6qµ¢~y,of·a'min~r.'. IIis: bail 
was"setat;:$l;OOO~ · . :•. ·· · .. · · .. 

·· tJii:''.tWo-:'ni!hors were arrested 
for;>Jimin1gi•••·rireatm ~t anot~er 
pers•c,n ajid:cbrispiracf to ,comrn,lt a 
crime. · · · · •. 

. . ' 
qti:(;,d ~ru(' ,.,/ l 

: 14!~ 2~ q<4 





Death Ride returns Saturday·• 
Special to the R-C 

What does 10,000 pounds of food, 
5,000 gallons of liquids and more than 300 
volunteers have in common with any other 
day cycling event in the Wes(! 

Absolutely nothing. There is no other 
cycling event that compares to the "Tour 

· of the California Alps," more fondly · 
known to its participants as "The Death 

··Ride." 
. ·. The population of Alpine County will 
quadruple, Saturday when 2,750 bicy­
. clists, along with another 2,500 of their 
· 'friends and family members, ascend to the 

mountain community for the annual Tour 
of the California Alps. This year's ride is 
called "Death Ride the 13th" commemo­
rating its 13th year. Over the past 12 
years, this one-day tour has built a reputa­
tion as. being one of the top 10 rides in the 
country and undoubtedly, northern Cali­
fornia's premiere cycling event. Hard-core 
endurance cyclists from all over the coun­
try, as well as Europe and Japan, attend 
this annual ''rite of passage." 

The Death Ride starts and finishes at 
Turtle Rock Park, located on Highway 
89/4/three miles north of Markleeville. 
The course officially opens at 6 a.m. and 

closes at 7 p.m. 
The Death Ride normally challenges bi­

cyclists to climb and descend a course that 
includes 15,000 vertical feet of climbing 
up five mountain passes over a 130-mile 
distance. The climbs include both the west 
and east sides of Monitor Pass at 8,310 
feet on Highway 89; Ebbetts Pass at 8,740 
feet on Highway 4; Luther Pass at 7,750 
feet on Highway 89; and Carson Pass at· 
8,580 feet on Highway 88. 

Riders have the option to do as few or 
as many passes as they feel fiL Many are 
satisfied riding one to three passes. 

In 1991 nearly 1,000 of the 2,500 rider 

limit completed all five passes. In 1992,, 
an estimated 200 cyclists finished the en­
tire five-pass course on. a day filled with 

· unseasonable blinding rain, hail, lightning 
and thunder. Last year, nearly 1,300 cy­
clists conquered the five-pass course un- ' 
der excellent weather conditions. · · 

This year's ride, "Death Ride the 13th," 
offers the added challenge of yet another 
mountain pass· climb bringing the total 
vertical feet of climbing to over 17,000 · 
feet and stretches the distance· to 143 
miles. The added challenge is positioned as . 

Continued to page 1 b . 



Death Ride: A sizeable undertaking•~~~ I 
out) is a testimony of its challenge >. ':~ Continued to page 10 

pass No. 4 for those attempting to 
complete the six-pass option and 
includes descending the west side 
of Ebbetts Pass, the cliinb up the 
J>acific Grade and return climb up 
the west side of Ebbetts Pass on 
Highway 4. 

Nearly half of this year's pre­
registered riders have indicated 
that they will attempt to ride all 
six passes. This presents a big 
challenge to ride organizers as 

, · they have to "guesstimate" the 
amount of food and drink required 
to fulfill the needs of the partici­
pants. 

"Most participants don't realize 
what it takes to put together an 
event like this" commented Curtis 
Fong, 11-year Death Ride course 
director for the AJta Alpina 
Cycling Club and the Alpine 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
the two co-sponsoring agencies 
that present the event. "This 
course has to be built from the 
ground up. It's not Jike we're in 
Metropolis, which is why many 

. cyclists are drawn to Alpine 
County. There are few public 

facilities and services available 
along the course in these high 
mountain passes, so everything 
must be trucked in and set up." He 
added. "From shade tents to 
portable toilets, bike racks to 
dumpsters . . . not to mention 
10,000 pounds of food ..• that's 
five tons of food, and over 5,000 
gallons of water, soft drinks and 
energy drinks that must be deliv­
ered, set up and served by the over 
300 volunteers it talces to man the 
13 rest stops and water stops along 
this 140-plus-mile course. It's 
truly rewarding to see the number 
of volunteers from the various 
businesses and organizations come 
forth and give of their time for this 
one day event. The Death Ride is 
the biggest annual event in Alpine 
County and benefits a number of 
non-profit organizations." 

Participants in this year's Death 
Ride will again enjoy riding both 
Monitor and Ebbetts passes with­
out the worry of two way vehicu­
lar traffic. Access to Monitor Pass 
and Ebbetts Pass will be closed to 
through traffic and open to bike 
ride participants from Highway 

89/4 south of Markleeville over 
Monitor Pass on Highway 89 to 
the junction of Highway 395 from 
6 a.m. until 12 noon. This closure 
will also extend over Ebbetts Pass 
on Highway 4 to Mosquito Lakes 
Campground, again, from 6 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Motorists should be 
aware to travel alternate routes or 
plan to travel before or after these 
road closures times as to not cause 
delays in their travel schedules. By 
mid-day, cyclists will be riding on 
Highway 88 up Woodfords 
Canyon to Picketts Junction, and 
up Highway 89 to Luther Pass. 
Cyclists will complete the tour by 
7 p.m. by riding west on Highway 
88 to the top of Carson Pass. 
Motorists should be aware to share 
the roadway with bicyclists along 
this "open road" portion of the 
course. 

Death Ride the 13th is one of· 
the best produced cycling events 
in the west and its continued 
record of being sold out weeks in 
advance as well as the number of 
applications that are turned away 
(last year over 3,000 applications 
were sent back after the ride sold 

' .. ~ and success. This year's Death :.·:> 
Ride has been sold out to its 2,750 ;:·~ 
rider limit since the first week in • ~~ 
June and there is no same day· or .:,:~ 
late registration. Selling or trans- :::::; 

"ferring of one's entry to a non pre- ::>~ 
registered rider is also prohibited. ,;;,~ 
Only registered riders will be ::::"~ 
allowed on the closed portion of ,::=~ 
the course. Various check stations :.,r~,i 
will be set up to monitor and allow -;~; 
participants with proper numbers :':•:: 
and wrist_ band tickets access to ::'::: 
the closed portion of the course. ~-;; 
Ride crashers are highly discour- ::f; 
aged. ,~~~ 

"We tend to attract more serious ::.·~; 
and conditioned cyclists that train :~~::; 
for this event. Most of them know ,:;;,.: 
their limits. But, when you put :~,,. 
2,750 bicycle riders on a 143 mile ~;t 
course at altitudes from 5,000 feet ',,{$ 
to 8,700 feet, add 85 plus degree :~J 
temperatures and 25 to 35 mph :::,1 
winds, anything can happen," :::; 
Fong said. ''Thank goodness the· >;;.: 
ride has never lived up to its name :~:t 
... no one has ever died by partici- -" ;• 
paling in the Death Ride and we'd ·z 
like to keep it that way." ,.:; ~·· -1a 
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Carson. Ranger District offE:tf~ · wildflower wcilk · at 
,. .~· f Enjoy a historic w@C:n~ th~ .. . Bei,inri~ng_1u~y 14,the C~son ~ hike alongKirigs Canyon Roadto ' 
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;-, • l"'tldflowers. I11qedible:v1ews of; · . · forests with a senes of hikes and mam. Views of Carson City, · } -e JiopeVapey or ~ik«~E>wn an old.··· . ' 9t11e~~ctivi~(esqn the Toiyabe·N,a-\ Genoa Pe$; and th7 widehori-
s § ttag~oach road m King~ Canyon .. · .. : ttQn~lForest. Tllese program~ ',\1111. z?ns of Ne~.ada fa~ be see~ frail) . 

Q_ cl' ·. ·fi the. s~. ec.·•·· .pac .. ·.h st~ ... :.Vv·~.th tl]e.· '. ; ., co.nu. nu.~ ... oug.h?u.t tlle. s. um. ·m .. er v.1s.tas al. on.gthe tra .. d .. M ... ee~ng_ at D .. · .S;Forest Servke'·mtd interpreter urttilLa~r. D~y'. ' .. , . • ; . the.top of Spoone~ Su~m1tH~gh-
'5' · h~ley fol~ock. : : ; · · . ; . The hike onJulyJ4 1s a short. ~ay 50:at the Tahoe Rim Trail ac-
.,....): i '. : \ ·' .~> ... : . '.: ,.·. ··\ ..... ! . _.. ':: . -~-'····- ·.''-' .::: 

... par,gberg cg~ c:erri:R. in tt9P~ \1~11(:)Y 
, hi~ers w,ill 11av~t45 ~ile ·.··•· , ·· Niuley,,:ari1 ~e, ~iirraf11f ~;~igk/ · ~lidin,i~::~'911· ili~;w~fsi~e:o,( . 

I· round tnp. Meet at.9 a'.m .. with wa- drop of this.hour walk near the,old ·thewad.Meetatthecurve 01 the 
ter, ~· snack;. and ei_ther boots. or . . Dangl>erg Ranch swnmercrunp, ·.·.· · ro~f onLuthei Pass JUgttway 8P . 
tenni~ shoes for ,~1s )Valk.•··· -w~ile the west fork of the C'.11'son: . new :the pld<buildings,cMeet .at.' j . 

Wildflowers will.be the focus .• R,tver,flows,nearby. Take High• 9:30a;m,·with·boots or shoes,that 
on July 16 in Hope Valley,.~s;~ik~ ,. way ~8 to:ltighwa~89 ~icketts · ca~r~et:,w~tiBring:a lu~clnnd te-
ers meander through talLgras~s., Jum;tton);SJidfollow:Highway 89· Jax.py the"Garson• River afterthe,, 
~d boggy meadpws}oJind:.the, to~ard tak~:Fahoe about one : • , .. · · waj~. . . , . ,. ,, . .. . . . . . . 
Jewels of summer. \(tews of Hope mile. The old Dangl>erg Ranch· · · . .:lnfprmation, 882~2766< 
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of the use of stone in historic a1rkleeville building!i 
> Markleeville. I lan- ! 
ghost .town for many · 
.s and growth in 
~ created a need for 
•uction. Along with 
g material and accou­
[ was hauled to 
e to be a part of the 
iouse. The original 
a two-story structure 

1y light buff colored 
.sh but finances scaled 
,posed plans. 
the need for a new 

Alpine 
Archives 
by JIM HOLDRIDGE 

school arose and I becarrie a part 
of the new Webster School, 
replacing a structure that had been 
in: use since 1885. The same 
Welsh stone masons who hand 
crafted the county courthouse cut 
and placed the stone that ,formed 
the exterior of the building. It 
served as the Markleeville school 
until 1950 when the school district 
was merged to form the present 
county district. 

I lapsed into another period of 
inactivity except when· summoned 
to house community social events. 
Those were special nights. Music 
and stamping feet would rock this 
rock. ' 

The annual Firemen's Ball and 
the semi-monthly dances for the 
road construction crews with a 
band all the way from Lodi were 
happy nights with families coming 
early and the childten bedding 
down at night on the floor huddled 
close to the walls of stone snug 
and secure. 

Bob Jackson; a life-time resi­
dent .of -Alpine County,· recalled : ·; 
several incidents concerning the 
building. One included the time 
the Markleeville Creek washed 
away the well serving the building 
and he ran hoses from his home to · 

LIBRARY IN MARKLEEVILLE. Librarian Diane -
Brigham, right, and her assistant Sheila rAorgan 

are pictured on the steps of the Alpine Library. 
R-C photo by Belinda Rohleder 

the school house so there would be became the permanent home of the 
water available. -library. Today the building I am. 

In· i9.66 the Alpine County · part of houses the library and 
Board of Supervisors created the · health services. 
Alpine County Public Library. For I've 11een many changes - elec-
three years a book-mobile served tricity, lights, telephones, comput-
county residents, but in 1970 the ers, fa:t machines - but these 
11.rhr,r-l hn1111.P./community building walls or stone can stand the stress 

. . . 

and changes of time. My fellow 
stones and I intend to serve for 
years to come1 · 

Editor's note: Jim Holdridge is 
chairperson of the Alpine 
Library Commission and lives 
in Markleeville . 



short history of the 11se of S' 
· Technically I am called rhyolite 

tuff, an igneous rock from felsite 
which mainly originates in lava 
flows or andesite volcanic cones. 

Quarried from the east bluff of 
. the Carson River a few miles up 

the present Ebbetts Pass road I 
was used as the foundation stone 
for the new buildings being con­
structed in Silver City in 1865, 
then the county seat of the newly 
formed Alpine County. · 

By 1875, Silver City had been 
abandoned and the county seat 

was moved to Markleeville. I lan­
guished in a ghost .town for many · 
years. Fires and growth in 
Markleeville created a need for 
solid coristruction: Along with . 
other building material and accou­
terments . I was hauled to 
Markleeville to be a part of the 
new courthouse. The original 
design was a two-story structure 
featuring my light buff colored 
· exterior finish but finances scaled 
back the proposed plans. 

In 1928 the need for a new 
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Resiliency, caution 
grew from Sierra fire 
By Tram Nguyen 
GAZETTE-JOURNAL 

WOODFORDS, Calif. - Cath­
erine Parker walked through her 
carefully tended garden, pointing . 
out the leafy willow and the apple · 
tree that. sprouted among large 
boulders. 

The garden had grown back in 
full bloom, leaving little trace of 
the fire-scorched ruin it had been 
only seven years ago. 

Parker still remembers watering 
the blackened earth after the 198 7 
fire that devastated Alpine County 
and destroyed her home. Believing 
the plant roots beneath the ground 
could still be saved, she sprin­
klered and hosed her land in hopes 
of rene.wing it. 
· "And the apples came back, and 
the willow came back. We were so 
amazed. The next spring, the iris 
started coming up," she said. "At 
the time people said you were cra­
zy - watering a fire. But I said, 
what have I got to lose?" 

Catherine and Bob Parker's big 
redwood and stone house burned 
to the ground along with 25 other 
homes in Woodfords, leaving 
nothing but the fireplace, whose 
mortarless stones so.on toppled 

· into the surrounding ashes. 
Marking each rebuilt house is a 

slender flag pole donated by a fam­
ily whose house was spared. Each 
has a plaque with an inscription 
dedicated to the survivors of the 
fire. 

The Parkers' new house is sur­
rounded by a wide swath of gravel 
and landscaping of large rocks, 
which w~ul<;J help stunt the spread 

of flames in case another fire 
should ignite. Catherine's old gar­
den grew right up to the house, but 
she is careful now to keep all 
plants pruned away. The roof is 
made of fire-retardant material, 
and the whole house has been 
treated in fire-retardant chemi­
cals. 

"My attitude now· is, if it's 
meant to be, it's meant to be," she 
said. "We chose to live here. We 
chose to come back here. We ·are 
not ignorant of the dangers. We 
have prepared as best we can, and 
so be it." 

Like the Parkers, many Wood­
fords residents have learned to 
take more precautions in the rustic 
community where barren tree 
trunks stand like matchsticks on 
the mountain sides. 

Dave Kirby, owner of the 
W oodfords Station general store, 
said he and his neighbors are now 
more alert about safeguarding 
their irreplaceable belongings. 

"My wife and I talked about 
what to grab first when we go out 
the door, and the rest of it - to 
hell with it," he said. 

Skip Veatch, the iown sheriff, 
lost everything in the fire but "my 
wife, my two children and the 
cat," he said. His property had 22 
pine trees growing close around 

·the small house. Now two trees re­
main, and the rebuilt house is bor­
dered by boulders. 

He's always aware of fire danger 
but tries not to dwell on it. 

"If you live your life in fear of 
the fire, then you don't enjoy your­
self. We take what precautions we 
can," he said. 

)re a yn Newton/Gazette-Journal 

m- WOODFORD$ SURVIVOR: Dave Kirby, owner of the Woodfords 
,;,station general store, recalls the 1987 fire that nearly wiped him out. 
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Missing Alpine hikers found 
A search for three hikers lost .in off from. eastern• Amador County, · 

the Sierra was called off after they near Kirkwood Friday morning for_•;, 
were found by a helicopter. . a day hike. ' t, 

The hikers, described as a bus- ' Alpine searchers on horseback i: 
band and wifdn their 40s and an spent Saturday morning looking !':~ 
18-.year-old woman, spent the fonhe trio. · -·· ti 
night in the Sierra after they were A California Highway Patrol !". 
separated from a walking tour. helicopter from Sacramento called -~·-

Alpine County Search _and in to aid the search located thehik- t:t 
Rescue was called out Friday night ers at about 10 a:m. :;; 
after a headcount revealed the trio An unusually warm weather ~; 
were missing; .... . pattern worked in the three hikers' ~! 

A spokesman forthe Alpine favor. . . . . i( 
County cSheriff's Office said the Cloud cover keJ.?t temperatures ti; 
hikers wer'e part of a group of warm and muggy overnight; Light !i 
mor~ th. a?:1_00 __ ,people ~h• i.chset/ _·· rai~ fel_l. Sa.turday.:mo_ rn. __ in_ g.·. _ ,· . s~_:_ 

Re.Gc1cd -~l'IJ; c- 1101 I qt{,· .· .- . · · · ·: , ·_ ·•·. _.· ...• ·.-~_:_: 
. I.,.. - -~ 





IBlv IEuZAiarn-1 CROSS 
Tribune Correspondent 

"Damned if you do, d:1mEed;1fyo11 
don't." That is fast becoming the motto 
for many local loggers and homeown­
ers who watch helplessly as Tahoe's 
forests die. 

Today about 30 percent of the trees 
in the Tahoe Basin are either dead or 
dying. In some pockets of the forest, 
the mortality rate is more than 80 per­
cent, according to the Forest Service. 
Until those trees are logged or rot into 
the soil, residents and firefighters will 
face each summer and autumn with the 
looming prospect of catastrophic wild 
land fires. 

Forestry experts agree: Fire suppres­
sion, coupled with more than seven 
years of drought, have created a disas­
ter here and in much of the West. Most 
people feel thf;l logical solution is to g~t . 
the dead fuel load removed as fast as 
possible - but that's where the. fnistra-

tion lies. 
The combined effects of bureaucracies, 

. tight, byt necessary 1aws, human and 
financial. llirJ.t.a(ons, a:cd environmental­
ist concerns have made it almost impossi­
ble to get the deadwood out of the basin. 

-""' '\t. 
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year ordeal. 
The process probably can't be sped 

up,_::lSSOrdiµg,to Lake Tahde Bisil:i' 
Management Unit forest supervisor 
Robert Harris. One big reason is that : 
the timber sales must meet the require­
ments of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), before logging can 
begin. NEPA demands studies of arche­
ology, wildlife and other sensitive 
aspects of timber sale sites. Studies 
determined, for example, that heli­
copters must be used to carry out logs 
from the Tahoe Mountain and East 
Shore timber sale areas to minimize 

Tahoe Lif e9 page 1 C erosion on the steep slopes. 
As a timber sale .inches through. the 

RED TAPE bureaucracy, the market value for those 
About 75 percent of the land in the trees plummets due to natural decay.'. 

Tahoe Basin is federally-owned and This dilemma has often forced sales to· 
managed by the U.S. Department of:: 'change mid0sJream. Bidders' no longer 
Agriculture Forest Service. Due to the , ~ave to re,tnove the unmerchanfable , 
bureaucratic process mandated by ·· wood or .. /'cull," from the ,Tahc>'e: 
Congress to protect those forests, the 
administration of a timber sale is a 5~ Please see TREES, Page 9A .i 

Protecting.'{19~'..'environment 
.but try:ing::tcf'./f11ake<a profit 

. ·,. ·. ' . . ,, 

---------~-'-'-,-' no question I (had) paid for them," 
18v IEUZAIBIETH CRO~S , Fernand~°s said. "I just forgot to 
Tribune Corresoondent ,.. ___ ,, •'--' -'---1. .1..:-~ 0 



I 
BY ELIZABETH CROSS 
Tribune Correspondent 

''Damned if you do, darrmecfify;OU 
don't." That is fast becoming the motto 
for many local loggers and homeown­
ers who watch helplessly as Tahoe's 
forests die. 

u I 
tion lies. 

The combined effects of bureaucracies, 
tight, but necessary laws, human and 
financial fumt.afG.'.1S, a~ d cm·ironmental­
ist concerns have made it almost impossi­
ble tci get the deadwood out of the basin. 

Today about 30 percent of the trees 
in the Tahoe Basin are either dead or 
dying. In some pockets of the forest, TAHOE 
the mortality rate is more than 80 per -
cent, according to the Forest Service. TIND ERBQX 
Until those trees are logged or rot into 
the soil, residents and firefighters will 
face each summer and autumn with the Tahoe Life, page 1 C 
looming prospect of catastrophic wild 
land fires. RED TAPE 

Forestry experts agree: Fire suppres- About 7 5 percent of the land in the 
sion, coupled with more than seven Tahoe Basin is federally-owned and 
years of drought, have created a disas- managed by the U.S. Department of' 
ter here and in much of the West Most Agriculture Forest Service. Due to the. , 
people feel th~ logical solution is to gyt . bureaucratic process mandated by 
the dead fuel load removed as.fast as Congress to protect those forests, the 
possible '- but that's where th€!.frristra- administration of a timber sale is a 5~ 

.·f>rot~Qti[ig',f~~Yenvironment 
:but tfYiAg,f@:i:,jyi a kci. a profit 
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Bv ELIZABETH CROSS ./' no question I (had) paid for them," 
Tribune Correspondent .. ~ '. ; .• ;' ;Fernandes· said. "I just forgot to 

. . . . .... ·. •·•··· ... '' / brand the'•dt,l)llb things. 
Even the best logger~ ca,i1 g\,t .• .. .•. "We'd gotten rid of the (mar­

tripped up by the tangled t~ck;et of iketable) logs (on the site) long 
Forest Service laws and regull:l:;, before," Fernandes said. "This was 
tions. . · • ) . : ' . just some junk wood l told the 

._ Late .·. last year; Georg~ · guys to get out of there because it 
Fernandes was sentenced to a year was nea£the Meeks Bay camp­
of piobation .after ·allo~ing .a ground and it looked horrible." 
truckload of logs to leave)1 Forest There was no profit for 
Service tiinber .sak unbrandeci, .... Fernandes.' company, Sierra 
Brands stamped aqd painted onto ,/Nevada Logging, in the firewood­
the .end of logs identifi where the ··. q:µajity wood, he said. Fernandes 
logs come from and control how· ·' ... 
they are. sold. ---'-P~l~ea_s_e_s_e_e_l_o_G_GE_R_, _P_a-ge_9_A 

"The logs were mine. There was 

year ordeal. 
The process probably can't be sped 

up, a,9c;ording. to Lake Tahoe B aSin ' 
Management Unit forest supervisor 
Robert Harris. One big reason is that 
the timber sales must meet the require­
ments of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), before logging can 
begin. NEPA demands studies of arche­
ology, wildlife and other sensitive 
aspects of timber sale sites. Studies 
determined, for example, that heli­
copters must be used to carry out logs 
from the Tahoe Mountain and East 

. Shore timber sale areas to minimize 
erosion on the steep slopes. 

As a timber sale inches through the 
bureaucracy, the market value for those 
trees plummets due to natural decay. 
This dilemma has often forced sales to 
p)1ange mid~s.tream. Bidders no longer 
have to remove the unmerchantable 
wood or J'cull," from the Tahoe 

Please see TREES, Page 9A 

George Fernandes 



Logger 
Continued from Page lA 
had, in fact, incurred the cost of 
transporting the load, which was on 
its way to Markleeville where much . 
of it was to be distributed to senior 
citizens and the ·volunteer fire de­
partment. 

But a mistake can lead to serious 
penalties under the letter of the law. 
Despite Fernandes' admission of er­
ror, Forest Service special agent 

Dave Cotter issued citations to Per­
i nandes and his truck driver Bob 
'Williams. 

In court, federal magistratf, Monte 
Reece fined Fernandes $500, which 
Reece then suspended, and placed 
the logger on one-year informal pro­
bation. Williams was fined $l00. 

"I told the judge I've never stolen a 
log in my life and never will," Fernan­
des said. "The judge said hi i hands 
were tied and he gave me the mini­
mum sentence possible. He lrnked at 
the officer (Cotter) and said ii: should 

have been handled in a different way 
instead of coming to court." 

However, according to Cotter, 
the law does not allow officer's dis­
cretion in the matter. 

"That particular statute that (Fer­
nandes) got cited for is a theft pre­
vention statute," said Cotter. "When 
that wood left the sale area not 
marked and designated for removal, 
that's theft of government proper­
ty." 

The fact that the market value of 
the wood on the truck exceeded 

$100 (as fire wood) and was not 
branded when it was agreed on pa­
per that it should have been, by law 
required Cotter to cite Fernandes, 
Cotter said. 

The court took into consideration 
Fernandes' impeccable logging 
record before this incident, howev­
er. 

"We do make recommendations 
considering the past history of the 
individual," Cotter said. "In fact, 
that was a consideration in our rec­
ommendation to the court in 

George Fernanades: An ideal logger 
BY ELIZABETH CROSS 
Tribune Correspondant 

If the public and forest stewards 
were to describe the ideal logger, he 
might resemble George Fernandes. 

For 30 years Fernandes has been 
working with the Forest Service and 
environmentalists as the owner and 
operator of SietTa Nevada Logging 
of Markleeville. The past ten years 
have included extensive operations 
in the Tal1oe Basin. 

"The closest thing I could come to 
in describing a model logger is 
George Fernandes," said Steve Har­
comt, forester for the California De­
partment of Forestry. "If I could clone 

him I would. He's a forestry practice 
inspector's dream. He's not tYJical." 

"I love the forest," Fernandes 
said. That love has led hini to take 
unusual measures to protect the 
forests while still doing his job. · 

"We do about 4 to 5 (truck) loads 
a day at best," Fernandes said. "It 
takes us more time because we are 
careful to go around and not run 
over new growth." 

Many loggers carry out 15 to 20 
loads a day everyday, he saicl. 

In doing his job, Fernandes has 
kept up a good working rela1ionship 
with the Forest Service's Lake 
Tahoe Basin Management Unit tim­
ber office. They recently invited him 

to participate in a program for about 
450 local middle-school children. 

"I really enjoy children and I was 
happy to help them understand the 
forest," said Fernandes, himself a 
grandfather.of three. "We even 
looked at the beetles that have in­
fested the trees." 

Fernandes purchased 40 hard hats 
for the kiM and the Forest Service 
rounded up another 20. In bus loads 
of 60, the hard hat-clad kids went in­
to an actual logging project to visit 
with Fernandes and his crew of 10. 

"We didn't get much work done 
those two days, but I think the kids 
learned a lot and had fun, so it was 
worth it," Fernandes said. His crew 

was paid for those days, though 
they put in about a tenth of their 
normal work load. 

The Department of Agriculture 
recognized Fernandes with a 
plaque, praising his outstanding 
achievement. 

"The character of the individual 
(logger) is critical," said Harcourt. 
Most loggers work unsupervised, so 
how they get their product out of 
the forest effects the ecosystem. 

"I think he is very, very well 
thought of in terms of timber con­
tractor here," said Forest Service 
recreational forester Gary Weigel. "I 
don't know of any person who has 
worked with him that has a negative 

George's case. That': 
penalty) is so low." 

!'I felt awful for a 
court," Fernandes sai 
right on the paper they 
big letters: If I violate 



$100 (as fire wood) and was not 
branded when it was agrreed on pa­
per that it should have been, by la'w 
required Cotter to cite Fernandes 
Cotter said. ' 

The court took into considerati~n 
Fernandes' impeccable logging 
record before this incident, howev­
er. 

"We do make recommendations 
considering the past history of the 
individual," Cotter said. "In fact, 
that was a consideration in our rec­
ommendation to the court in 

logger 
was paid for those days, though 
they put in abol' tenth· of their 
normal work load. 

The Department of Agriculture 

George's case. That's why (the 
penalty) is so low." · 

!'I felt awful for a week after 
court," Fernandes said. "It says 

I right on th.e paper they gave me in 
big letters: If I violate probation, I 

could go to jail for the duration of · 
the probation. ' 

"I met with (my employees) a1d 
told them to try their very best r ot 
to make any mistakes," Fernandes 
said. 
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: PASSING IT ON: Goldie Bryan plays an ancient hand game with Benny Fillmore, center, and Herman Holbrook. 

Hear our words 
Project goal is to save American Indian languages from extinction 

By Sandra Macias 
• GAZETTE-JOURNAL • • • I t was another hot day at the 
• Dresslerville Indian Colony, and 
• Benny Fillmore, his uncle, Herman 
• Holbrook, and his aunt, Goldie ! Bryan, sat under the shade of a 
• cottonwood in Fillmore's back yard. 
.• . The three faced a small group of 
• people, one of whom pointed a video 
• camera at them. Everyone was quiet as 
: Holbrook began. 
• "Ungadegemdia hesh me'i?' 
• Holbrook threw the first question in 
• Washo to his nephew. Fillmore, sorting 
• out the sounds in his mind, answered: 
• "Benny Fillmore." 
: Smiling slightly, Holprook went on to -

■ "It's important that 
we don 't lose our 
culture and language. 
Language is about all 
we have left now." 
Adele James 

other questions, such as "Where do you 
live?"and "Who is your family?" 

He asked all of them in his native 
Washo tongue while Fillmore answered 
in short sentences. Meanwhile, linguist 
Leanne Hinton taped their exchanges. 

It's all part of a program in which • 
Holbrook, 69, is passing on the Washo : 
language to his 35-year-old nephew, • 
Fillmore. The two are involved in a • 
California-based, language- • 
preservation project whose goal is • 
saving American Indian languages from ! 
extinction. · • 

The two-year program takes a e 
master-apprentice team approach. Each t 

team is composed of an elder and a ' 

~~~1~T[ S 1r;iob~~i::~r ~~!~~~:iat~~c~ : 
week. 

So far, the program has 25 master-
apprentice teams speaking 10 different • 
languages. The Washo, the only ·\ 
participating tribe from Nevada, has 11 

See LANGUAGE on page 4E : 
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masters and apprentices in the 

From page IE 
three teams. The rest are from 
California. 

The goal is to build a network of 
"speakers" - those who can 
sp~ak fluently. From there, 
children will learn the language. 
This will be done not only by 
speaking it in the home, but in 
preschools in colonies and on 
reservations. 

Two of the program's 
facilitators - Nancy Richardson 
and Hinton, a professor of 
linguistics at the University of 
California, Berkeley- paid a 
recent visit to Dresslerville, 
outside Minden. They met with 
two Washo teams to check on their 
progress. 

"We have to focus on fluency," 
said Richardson, emphasizing the 
urgency of the program's mission. 
"We have got to make speakers or 
we won't have language." 

The average age of the elders in 
the program is 60 plus and a few 
are in their 80s; 

"Some tribes only have one or 
two speakers," said Richardson. 
"You can see, we don't have 30 
years (to save native languages)." 

The Washo tribe is in better 
shape than most tribes in 
California. According to a survey, 
there are 64 fluent Washo speakers 
in a membership of 1,572. 

"The fluent speakers are 
elders," said Laura Fillmore, who 
with her husband Benny got the 
preservation project rolling at 
Dresslerville. "But there is no real 
rebirth of the language among our 

oppres~ion that have led to the 
decline and death oflanguages in 
California, she is indignant. 

Some of the essays in this 
volume appeared first as Hinton's 
columns on language in a 
ma~azine, "News from Native 

, California." Some were written by 

next couple of years, we'll be in big 
trouble." 

Elders concerned about the 
demise ofWasho say younger tribe 
members won't know who they are 
without the language. 

"It's important that we don't 
lose our culture and language. 
Language is about all we have left 
now," said Adele James, who's 
participating in the project with 
her younger sister, Kathy Burtt. 

The Washo tribe has been busy' 
preserving its language in other 
ways besides the master­
apprentice project. 

The tribe began a language 
circle last winter, offering classes 
in Washo. In July, the language 
classes took a summer break. 

Classes went reasonably well, 
said William Jacobsen who taught 
them in June and July. 

"But there was a lot of turnover. 
Some struggled and some dropped 
in for a few classes," said the 
retired professor of linguistics at 
the University of Nevada, Reno. 

There are differing opinions on 
the value of saving the language. 
Some tribal members say the 
modern language is English. 

"They accuse us of wanting to 
go back to the Stone Age," said 
James. "They say we should focus 
on the issues of the reservation. 
Fix today's problems rather than 
the past." 

But others say the loss of a 
language is a loss of a people, its 
culture, beliefs and identity. And 
that's why Holbrook and Fillmore 
are doing their part to keep the 
language alive. 

other linguists. In her introduction 
to "Flutes of Fire," she tells us 
how she came to the study of 
languages through music, and how 
her magazine columns led to the 
book. 

"Any book about language," she 
writes, "must also be about the 
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PRESERVATION: NarJcy 
Richardson goes over some 
notes with Herman Holbrook. : : 

I I 
I I 

Sitting in the back yard, undel:- : 
the cottonwood, they begin where I 

they left off with their language , ' 
activity. · ' 

Fillmore picked up a twig and 
began tapping a beat on a stone. 
His aunt Goldie picked up the 
beat with her cane while Holbrook 
joined in with a tapping foot. 

A sing-song chant began. It . · 
embraced the singers and 
observers before it circled its way 
up through the tree branches and 
into the hot air. : 

The ancient hand game began, 
linking the living with their , , 
ancestors. 

/ I 

· lessons in humanity that we leai;n : 
through language. Through this. 1 

book, I seek to bring to the reader : 
~ sense 9f urgency about the ; : 
1mpendmg loss of our great ., , 
linguistic treasure." , : 

Barbara Land is a Reno-based : 
free-lance writer. , , 
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Charge is reduced 
in death of baby 

MINDEN - Terri Ortiz 
pleaded guilty Monday to a re­
duced charge of battery in the 
beating death of her 4-year-old 
daughter. 

Ortiz, 27, was first charged 
with murder, battery and child 
abuse for beating the child with 
a glass baby bottle at their 
home near Genoa. The girl 
.died four days later after life 
, support was removed at a 
hospital. 
, Deputy District Attorney 
Kris Brown confirmed that 
charges were reduced because 
the primary evidence, a taped 
confession, was compromised 
by an investigator's handling of 
the case. 

Douglas County sheriffs of­
ficials are conducting an inter­
nal investigation and have 
asked the state attorney gener­
al's office to review the case. 
The ~nvestigator, Bob Cooke, is 
on leave with pay. . 

Cooke testified at Ms. Ortiz' 
preliminary hearing that he. had 
two conversations \\'.ith her be­
fore the one in which she con­
fessed. But he said he didn't 
have the tape of those 
conversations. . · · · 
. · .Brown. told Oistrict Judge 

· Toi:µ Perkins that first tape has 
disappeared. "and there's no 
satisfacto.ry e,cplanation of 
what happened." Without all 
the. tapes, she. 'said the confes­
sion is . subject to. challenge as 
involuntary. · · 
· Sentencing is set for Sept. 26. 

Ms. · Ortiz could get up to 20 · 
years in prison. 



fJlother admits child abuse; 
¢onf ession q uestionep, shertft:':s::,i.nve,stige1tof on Jeave , 
~y SHEILA GARDNER. ·sj~m,to the March 2:3deathof her ba~i-ywitlf a'deadly weaponjamI 
•~aff Writer. daug)-1,~er may.have been ,coerced child·a.buse. She pleaded not guilty 
~·,.. •. by· a::ipouglas. County, Sheriff's to the charges. and a trial was set ;< A Genoa woman accused of , inyestigator. ·. , < ' . forNov. '28 · 
:beating her 4-year-old daughter to ''13ec,a:use of the questionab,Ie · Dpuglas Co~nty Sheriff Jerry 
ffeath faces one to 20 years in <handling of th~ ititervieW;,the,stitte Mapfe and papt 1Jim. ~liEat:l said 
l:Jlsevada State Prison after she ,. cotd1 not prove'. that IlO coercion Mdiiday that frivestigafot Robert 
~1eaded guilty Monday to child was used in the interview before Cooke was ol). pai<:l administrative 
,abuse causing substantial bodily the confession," Brown told leave until the sheriffs office con-
harm in a plea agreement with the · Distr~ct Judge Toni Perkins .. ~•It's eludes an ,intemal investigation of 
:~istrict attorney's office•. '. in the '.best intere~ts ofjustice to allegations thatCooke t11mpered 
: ... Additional charges against Terri accept this pleanegotfation.',' with e;vi:dence and·lied during 
;Jean Ortiz-Garcia were dismissed Originally, OrtiziGarcia was Ortiz-Gai'cia'spreliminary hearing 
:after deputy district attorney Kris charged with mu.rder, child abuse•·· in June. , · 
1Brown said the woman's confes- causing substantial bodily harm, · At that, time;· Cooke denied th.at 

i ~ cJ (h,,,(e I ~11) r ft/ . < . . ·. . ·· . ' 

••·"Jlji,ijt,il~•ttf\i@:i~lilUsiW 
he tbreat_ened ·th~ ;Wt),tnafit;WitlV~¢'')<:'?the','.t4P't:'ltk.f;pey~1~lj~";f;i:ul'tfQt,~;{i:,/~i~P'feSstn ,,ab.ti tit being in jail. 
death' 'P6ntiltt''Ot' tQJd 'her sli e ' saidJCool<~ittold\liilf(t~at'"ltf:tfittst .:". ·'Sit6'S, seated and uncertain of her 
~,,ould hOt::see' her children uritU ca; ,haveJ~t iff·t ' ;J·:,'·(,'·1 :,,, .. ,,, ';., , ultimate fate:" 

,e confessed,, . . . Perkins: sef sentencihg f~r Sept , "The chil4 is still <lead," Young 
He also said ,the Initial tape 26 at J:30 p.in. Ortiz-Garcia faces said. "This woman has not had a 

recording of their conversations . one to 20 ye'ars in Nevada State . ttial and no one knows exactly 
failed, because the tabs on the tape . Prison a:l;}#/wiH 'bf ¢ligibl¢ :for :. ·>,w;hat'happened. You cannot pre­
.were ,broken which mea.rit it could. paroje a,ft¢r,{f{fe w:s~•vi~•fe,fs;_> : ,:~ufue,'tJ)at she is guilty of murder. 
not be taped over. . She remaiiis in Douglas County, ,That is not going to be estab-

When asked by Ortiz-Garcia's Jail on $500,000 bail. · · Hshed." 
attorney, public defencler Tod Ortiz-Garcia wept after she In addition to the sheriff's 
Young, for the original, Cooke entered her plea. She told Perkins department investigation of 
said he thought it was in his desk. , that she understands English and. Cooke, both the district attorney 
A temporary restraining order was completed the ninth grade. ·· , . . and Young have asked the Nevada. 
issued to prevent the origirial from "Ms. Ortiz remains depresse(i attorney general's office to look 
being destroyed. about her child's death," Young into the allegations. 

EnEarl confirmed Monday that said.after the arraignment. "She is Continued to page 8
0
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Ortiz: Murder charge dismissed 
Continued from page 1 

"When I became aware of infor­
mation that there was likelihood 
that testimony presented at the 
preliminary hearing was fabricat­
ed, it was my duty to pursue that," 
Young said. 

"I had information from my 
dient about what happened during 
t.he course of the interview .. His 
testimony was beyond belif;f. It 
was inconceivable that the events 
he testified to transpired that way. 
Everything from his demeanor to 
the content of.his testimony was 
an indication that he was not 
telling the truth." 

Maple said Cooke was placed 
on administrative leave on July 27. 
He currently is taking two weeks' 
vacation and will be placed back 
on leave Aug. 15. Maple said 
Cooke continues to draw salary 
because it would be unfair not to 
pay him since he hasn't been 
found guilty of any transgressions. 

In addition to the allegations of 
tampering with evidence and per­
jury, the sheriff's department· is 
looking into whether there were 
any violations of policies and pro­
cedures. 

By pleading guilty to ·child 
abuse causing substantial bodily 
harm, Ortiz-Garcia admitted that 
she caused injuries to her 4-year­
old daughter, Letisia Joyce that 
were "willful, unlawful and unjus-
tified." I 

Letisia died March 27 after suf­
fering numerous blows to the head 
and body. 

Medical experts testified at her 
mother's preliminary hearing that 
Letisia died of blunt traumatic 
injuries· to the brain. According to 
testimony, Letisia was shaken so 
vigorously that she suffered a fatal 
brain injury. 

She was placed on a life support 
system for four days and under­
went surgery before the decision 
was made. to remove her from the 
system. 

Maple said it would be inappro­
priate to comment whether Cooke 
has ever been the subject of prior 
disciplinary actions. Cooke is a 
14-year veteran of the sheriff's 
office.· 

"At the conclusion of our inves­
tigation, there will be full and free 
access to our report and informa­
tion about any prior disciplinary 
problems," Maple said. 

Deputy district attorney Brown 
said after the arraignment that she 
was disappointed that the case was · 
negotiated, but felt that was the 
state's best option. 

"Because of the allegati9ns 
raised concerning coercion, the 
burden shifts to us to prove that 
the confession was v,oluntary. 
What I had to look at is the chance 
the confession would be sup­
pressed," she said. 

"Without the confession, all we 

have is a circumstantial case 
against her." 

Brown said she had to weigh 
factors from the worst scenario of 
having the whole case thrown out 
to the best scenario in which the 
prosecution remained intact 
despite the questions raised over 
confession. 

Brown said there was little dif­
ference between the penalty for 
the charge to which Ortiz-Garcia 
pleaded and second degree mur­
der. 

"Had she pleaded guilly to sec­
ond degree murder, she could have 
been sentenced to life with the 
possibility of parole after a mini­
mum of five years." 

"I'm disappointed that it had to 
be negotiated, but I felt under the 
circumstances I had to look.at that 
option," Brown said, adding that 
"I'm pleased with the way the 
sheriff's department is handling 
the investigation. Nobody is trying 
to cover up what was done." 

Public defender Tod Young 
agreed with Brown's assessment 
of the investigation. 

''For the most part, the people of 
Douglas County can be very proud 
of the job this sheriff's department 
does," Young said. 

He told Judge Perkins at the 
arraignment the sheriff's depart­
ment and.the district al,tQL~y's 
office had been "~eoiis, -~ 
professional with~~~' 
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.BC>'ake: \/:iol.atiOns.:,\i{/Jre ·uncovered 
'~'ntiA~e~:ftd~ ~~g•~·1 . . ·~eedi~g .. ·. ... , ' " was vested under the PubHc 
the' c.onfessionj'.' Brown told · .While the sheriff's office Employees Retirement System. 
Pistri¢t Jµdge 1.)>in Peilqns duung :,requires employees ,to, cooperate · · · Maple said Cooke has been the 
brtiz..'(far<;ia 's arfaignmen t on with 11n investigation, because of subject of prior disciplinary action. 
Aug.K ''It'.sih the be.st intcfrests of · •· the. ,c611stitutional pr,ovJsioµs' "In August 1992, Robert Cooke 
justic~ to accept this plea negotia• again~t. self:incriminatiqn;. nothi~g was demoted from the rank of 
tion,'.' ·• •· . . .. .. . . .. . .... ·.• . · ,d~veloped i'n that investigation 'investigator as a result of miscori-
. iOriginaily, Ortiz.~Garci.a was . . nilly be uSAA. in a criminal case; duct/' Maple said .. "Charges were 
_chargep with murder, child abllse ·. '"I canriQt even talk tQ :the: attor• · · b~ought up. in an internal investi-
causing ~qb$tantial bodily harm, ney, genetal about '.thjs case;" gation for misuse of county vehi-
battery·:,,yitli a_deadly weapon and EnEarf said, _ cle arid .misuse of county phone 
child abuse: ·• · - · -. The, intemal investigation was system. He repaid Douglas County 
. Cooke wasj_he)n:vestigator in conducted to a·civil standard, back$300 in phone bill charges. 
clajgepf.~e;Qrtiz~Oarcia irivesti0 . which uses a·,preponderance of the He used a telephone and car for 
gation. ' . . • . . . , ·,. · . evidence a11d not a criminal stan- personal reasons." 

..... Ac.cordin,fto Capt. Jim El)Earl daidi which seeks to prove allega- Maple said Cooke appealed the 
who;·with .Sgt, Mike l3iaggini, . tioris beyond a shadow of a doubt. disciplinary action to an outside 
coriclu<;ted ·the sheriff's internal . Because of the differing stan- arbitrator. · 
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unibrel}ll o(,attomey-client privi- ''The attorney general may see that the demotion should have 
lege~"·E@,a,tl-saiclWedn~day; "there is not enough, evidence, been pennanent,'' Maple said . 
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Offiftiffll;ln:ajlf <iP:ul¢s. apq tl}gqla~ 
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.~ Kirkwood 10-K 
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d 

run on 's~pt. 11 
. . c.., . . ·' 

The 14th annual Kirkwood 5-
andlO-K Run will be held next 
Sunday, Sept, 11, at Kirkwood Ski 
Resort 

The third· and . final leg of the 
Alpine County 10'-K Series is 

· scheduled for a 10 a.m. start from 
the Kirkwood main lodge. 

The race is a double-loop course 
around Kirkwood.meadow, con­
sisting of trails and paved surfaces. · 

· The entry fee is $13 for pre-reg­
istered runners (by Saturday) and 
$15 on race day. The registration 

. fee for children under 12 years of . 
· ageis $5. 

A one-mile fun run for children 
12 and under will be held. 

The event is a benefit for the 
Kirkwood Volunteer , Fire 
Department q _ l\ .q 4 , RC, , . 
_: _ _ ., ---- ------- . 
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:·· Good, bad 
mix at 

-:Heenan:-
'' · That gate kept fishermen from 

. ~ being able to take their boats to the 
· :~ e!lge of the lake, and boaters were 
·:;: ~ reduced. to having to lift their boats 

I< over the gate and to carry them 100 
t yards to the water. 

~; Last Friday was the opening day 
,· of the 1994 fishing season at Heen- . 
(. an Lake in nearby Alpine County, 
;; Calif., and it presented an interest­
;_. ing mix of both good and bad. 
•: Included in the good were: 
': The weather was beautiful at the 
: · beginning of the day - a gorgeous 
;.'. }ate-summer/early-fall day. 
:: However, that rapidly changed, 
.:. as a stiff wind began to blow by 
t mid-morning, resulting in many of 
:: the fishermen (110+) departing for 
: uthor lo~5-rii!"<l-prvru, WU~itt. 
,: I saw several familiar faces at 
'.~ the opener including Bob Best of 
i.~ Carson City, Gerry Colquhoun of 
: '. Minden, Bob Martin of Gardner­
t e, Russ Wickwire of Trucke~, 
~· I Warren ofWoodfords - Just 
-: lA.. .iame a few.· · 
:,: Russ Wickwire is a fisheries biol­
~ ogist with California Fish and · 
,: Game Department, and he was at 
;,., the Heenan opener in the event his 
:.'. presence was needed. 
'.- He was there well before the 
~ official opening at 6:30 am., and 
~ did a superb job in fielding ques-
~: tions regarding rules, regulations, 
~~ where to fish, the new gate blocking 
' .• fishermen's access to the water, etc. 
;_ Included in the bad were: 
;- i,'.I'he fishing was pitiful, at best, 
·'.'. with very few of the anglers report­
:~ i:Qg even getting any strikes. 
> 'Heenan had a very heavy bloom 
~; of algae, which in combination with 
,; tbe hot weather of past weeks, the 
:·• re\:0nt full moon and the huge mun­
;: be~ of fishermen in float tubes (98) 
:: on the water, all, undoubtedly, con­
.• tnouted to the fish hugging the . 
~ bottom and refusing to bite. ·· .. 
'.: , ~~A new barbed-wire fence around 
:i the parking area, new heavy-duty 
,: locked gates and a pedestrian-ac-
;: c~~s through the the barbed-wire 
;. fence created the most comments 
:·: and ~mosity of the day. · . 
~ , lSked game warden Norman 
:, · her t~e purpose of the gates 
~ i:... ~ he said, "It's to keep people 
; frotn driving to the hatchery." 
;, '.This was probably the excuse for 
,, the gate on the road to the hatch- . 
!: ery, but no one, inclu~ng Reuth~r, ; 
~- ever did an adequate Job of explam- i 
:: ing the other gate. . ~ 

'.; ' Reuther's presence as a fish and 
> game warden at the Heenan L?-ke 
:.: opener on Friday could be descnbed 
.~ as sadly lacking - at best. · 
·~· · -·He arrived 20 minutes after the 
.. ,.;;~cial opening (a number offisher­
;~mi)n were already on the water at 
:-:>5:45 am.), made the statement he 
/;~.,-Oi-0ught that the season opened at 7 
'. i:::S::m. (he's been the Alpine County 
::)i~e warden for ye~sl),, and was 
•';~erheard asking Wickwire what 
:~ th~ 1994 rules and regulations · 
~ were for Heenan lake! 
:· <qnce Reuther arrived, he walked 
f ah.out 50 yards from his truck to the 
;:: information booth, where he spent 
~- about 30 minutes visiting, before 
i l~aving for parts unknown. . 
·: ;·While he was visiting at the 
:;. b(x>th, I asked if he ever walked 
~ ar.ound the lake or went out on the 
: water to check the fishermen. ! 
: ;:1:lis reply: ''No." . . 
' tWhen asked how many warnmgs 
; o;~itations he had written atHeen- ! 
l ~'in 1993, he replied: "I didn't ! 
1 .. , » I 

• WJ1te any last year. . , 
; tHis most mind-boggling activity / 
• was when he returned at 10:45 a.m. 
: and learned that the outhouses 
.-we.re missing toilet paper. 
;.:·· · He immediately raced off to 
;;Markleeville for the necessary.rolls. 
~,. While he was_at ~eenan, di_d I 
.;,Reuther check any hcenses? Did ~er 
:twalk down to the water's edge?Did 
..,he walk around the lake? Did he go 
~out onto the lake? Did he check if. 
• anyone was using illegal methods 
tsuch as barbed hooks? Did he use 
'• his binoculars to check anglers? 
~~ The answer is a very sad: Nol 1 

~ · ·· But he did tell me more than 
~ once: •1rm the only game warden in 
~- all of Alpine County and a lot of , . , 

~:waters· don't get covered." , . TWO VERY 1-ARGE black bear paw prints In wet mud are show 
" Based on whatbel saw, theres vderynext to a spinning rod and reel for comparison In size. The bee Ii.little difference tween covere , L k 
~ an·d uncovered in Alpine County, had been walking along the edge of Wet Meadows a e nee 
;: •. p· Hops Valley and is one of an Increasing number ln our area. ,1 • Bet Your Favonle 1geon , , . ... . 
"' Bet your favorite pigeon that he 
: can't tell you about the impact of 
: poaching for ~vary on elephants m 
; Kenya, Africa. 
• It's frightening! In the last 10 
• years their numbers have been 
.t reduc~d from 150,000 to 30,000. 
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By David Perlman 
Chro•nicle Science Editor 

A rolli.ng earthquake struck, 
. just east of the high Sierra before 
dawn yesterday, and although it 
jolted a wide area of Northern Cal­
ifornia and Nevada, it caused only 
mi~or damage and no injuries. 

The quake, with a magnitude. 
of 6.0, shook thousands of people 
awake at 5:23 a.m. It was centered 
about 12 miles east-southeast of 

Gardnerville in Nevada's Douglas 
County - about 80 miles from 
South Lake Tahoe - and was felt 
in San Francisco, Fresno and 800 
miles away in Elko, Nev. 

The earthquake was followed 
by several aftershocks with magni­
tudes of around 8 and one of mag~ 
nitude 5.8, which hit at 4:47 p.m. 
and w~s felt in the Bay Area. · 

Moderate quakes have been re­
ported in the sparsely populated 
mountain and desert region since 

oe 
the area was settled a century and 
a half ago. 

In California, Alpine County 
Sheriff Henry Veatch said the 
quake rattled the courthouse win­
dows in Markleevillfl and damaged 
the roof, while goods tumbled off 
the shelves of several stores. 

• '
1'It woke me up pretty good," 

Veatch said. The jolt was the stron­
gest; quake he bad felt in his 21 
years of living in the tiny county · 
seat with a populatfon of 150. 

rs Foll 
Cheryl and John Sparks, who 

own Markleeville's sporting goods 
and liquor store, said the quake 
tumbled half their stock of wine 
and liquor off the shelves. 

"I .have liquor all over the 
place," Cheryl Sparks said. "It's 
real bad." 

"The windows all rattled at 
first, then it just kinda jumped all 
up and down," said Dennis Thomp-

QUAKE: Page A13 Col. 1 
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son a bartender at the Alpine Ho­
tel ~nd Saloon. "I lived in the Bay 
Area for years, so I've been 
through a lot of different ones, but 
this was the first one I've felt that 
was so big and so close. It was kind 
of like a train coming - it started 
slow and just got worse." 

In. Gardnerville, Nev., guests at 
the Carson Valley Inn were fright­
ened but unhurt. "It was madness 
here, because everyone in the ho­
. tel was calling downstairs and ask- · 
ing how to call long distance or 
wanting to know if everything was 
all right," said Francis Sullivan, 
the reservation clerk. "But there 
was no structural damage, just a 
good shaking." 

Within minutes after the quake 
touched off alarm signals at the 
University of Nevada's seismology 
department in Reno, teams of sci­
entists moved out to install porta­
ble seismographs around the epi­
center to record the quake's after­
shocks and pinpoint its precise lo­
c>lltion anrl denth. 

CHRONICLE GRAPHIC 

ken 
- U.S. Geological Survey in Menlo 
Park, the Sierra Nevada and the 
vast desert area to the east known 
as the Great Basin are riddled with 
fault strands created in the grind­
ing motions of mountain uplift and 
the shifting of the deep Earth's 
crust. 

For millions of years, the Sierra -­
range has been rising upward, and 
at the same time the San A...ndreas 
has formed a moving boundary be­
tween two great slabs of the 
Earth's crust - the Pacific Plate 
on the west and the Continental 
Plate on the east. On the west side 
of the San Andreas, the Pacific 
Plate with San Francisco and the 
entir~ Coast Range riding on it, has 
been moving ponderously north­
ward at about 40 millimeters a 
year - barely an inch and a half. 

The result is a tangle of seismic 
faults some marked by earth­
quak~s in which one side of a faul, 
dips beneath the other side, while 
in others the quakes cause the 
crustal blocks to slip horizontally 
past each other. 



nere, oecause everyone m tne nu­
. tel was calling downstairs and ask-. 
ing how to call long distance or 
wanting to know if everything was 
all right," said Francis Sullivan 
the reservation clerk. "But ther~ 
was no structural damage, just a 
good shaking." 

Within minutes after the quake 
touched off alarm signa!s at the 
University of Nevada's seismology 
department in Reno, teams of sci­
entists moved out to install porta­
ble seismographs around the epi­
center to record the quake's after­
shocks and pinpoint its precise lo­
cation and depth. 

But even with those details still 
uncertain, the quake revealed 
fresh evidence of how unstable the 
Earth's crust remains in a wide re­
gion that stretches for hundreds of 
miles on either side of the great 
San Andreas Fault. 

According to David Hill of the 

Earth's crust - the Pacific Plate 
on the west and the Continental· 
Plate on the east. On the west side 
of the San Andreas, the Pacific 
Plate, with San Francisco and the 
entire Coast Range riding on it has 
been moving ponderously n~rth­
ward at about 40 millimeters a 
year- barely an inch and a half. 

The result is a tangle of seismic 
faults, some marked by earth­
quakes in which one side of a fault 
dips beneath the other side while 

. in others the quakes cau~e the 
crustal blocks to slip horizontally 

. past each other. 
"We all really live on a very soft 

boundary between the two plates " 
Hill said, "and moderate quak~s 
like yesterday's are very common 
along the western edge of the 
Great Basin and the eastern Sier- . 
ra." 

Chronicle correspondent Ann Ban, 
croft contributed to this report, 
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6.0 quake boasts big motion, 
little damage 

By Sam Stanton andJohnD. Cox 
Bee Staff Writers 

An earthquake that struck early Monday 
rocked parts of Northern California and 
~evada, jarring groggy residents from their 
beds, triggering small rock slides and scar­
fog household pets. 

But the extent of the damage from the 
temblor appeared to be limited largely to 
the destruction of grocery store pasta sauce. 

''We lost two jars of spaghetti sauce," said 
Gary Carter, assistant manager of the 
Tahoe City Lucky's store. "That's it." 

Not bad for a quake that measured 6.0 on 
the Richter scale, a magnitude that normal­
ly can cause severe damage. 
· But damage from the quake, which 

the rocking in Lake Tahoe and hundre~s of 
miles away in Sacramento, San Francisco, 
Fresno and Elko, Nev. 

The rarity with which earthquakes,. are 
felt in the Sacramento and Sierra regions 
left many people convinced early Monday 
that a catastrophic temblor had struck the 
Bay Area and that what they were feeling 
was the aftershock of the dreaded "Big 
One." 

"I live in Truckee, and it shook the house 
pretty good," Carter said. "I thought, 'I won­
der if this was in San Francisco?' " 

The quake occurred in a "transition zone" 
between the.Sierra Nevada and Great Ba­
sin and aftershocks may help scientists un­
de;stand the process that produced the 

Previous east Sierra tremors .•· 
Mag11itude, place and year . 
·■ J.:2,Fallon,·~ev.,·1954_ 
■ 6.0;Truckee, 1966 
■ 6.0 Markleeville, 1857, 1860, 1868, 

1869 (twice), 1887 
■ 5.0, Markleeville, 1942, 1953 

• Sources: Associated Press, California Department 
of Conservation 

struck at 5:23 a.m., apparently was slight 
because it was centered in a largely rural 
area at Double Spring Flat, Nev., about 12 
miles south of Minden. 

Still, there were reports of people feeling 

INSIDE 
mountain range, said 
\John Louie, professor 

-■-S-a-c-ra_m_e_n-to-is,-n'-t - of seismology at the 
immune to quake University of Nevada. 
rituals. Louie said seismic 
Diana Griego waves from after-
Erwin, page A2 shocks will be studied 

to identify the deep 
interior of the Sierra Nevada and answer 
such questions as "why they are there, how 
recently they came up, and how fast they 
came up." 

While the peaks of the Sierra are marked 
by dramatic "fault scarps" formed by the 
upthrusting of ancient temblors; Monday's 
was apparently along a sideways-moving 
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]Quake: Nevada rife with 
'![iaults, studies indicate 
1ico~tinued from page Al 
}'strike-slip" fault that has not 
''..been identified before. 
, ; "It's very common for us to have 
:{an ~arthquake on a fault that's 
/never been identified," Louie said. 
/'It doesn't really surprise us. In- , 
· ,ves~igations over the last 20 years 
have shown that Nevada is essen­
Jiall! rife with faults." 

· · In the last 40 years, since 1954, · 
.thei:e were eight earthquakes of 
"magnitude 6 or larger in this area, 
althpugh all but one were basical­
ly aftershocks of the 1954 Dixie· 

·alley and Fairview Peak earth­
-1,u~es 50 miles east of Fallon .. 
The; largest of those, in Dixie Val­
ley, : was in December 1954 and 
had a magnitude of 7 .2. In 1966, a 
magnitude-6 earthquake shook 
Truckee. 

Monday's quake had been pre­
ced~d by 10 earthquakes in the 
are~ since June 10 that measured 
bet;yeen 2.1 and 3.5 on the Rich­
ter scale. 
: Damage even in towns near the 
epicenter was reported to be ex­
~r~m~ly slight, according to re­
ports from, the state Office of 
Em~rgency Services. 
: . ''It knocked things off shelves in. 
Lake Tahoe grocery stores,· Kirk­
wood. grocery stores, damage to 
thaf extent which really is very 
minor," said OES spokeswoman 
Kati:Corsaut. ''There was nothing 
that would suggest anything sig­
nificant." · 

S\iµie minor rock slides were re­
porte_d on U.S. 50 near the Echo 
Summit, with rocks 6 to 8 inches 
in ffi.ameter falling onto the as­
phalt. California Highway Patrol 
officers were able to clear the road 
quickly, and no closures were nec-
·,sary. . 
Many described the sensation 

as a slow, rolling motion. 
''The house started rocking just 

kind of like a big cradle," said 
John Ternus, 78, a retired federal 
employee who lives · in Carmich­
ael. ''It made the funniest noise, 
just sort of a low moan." 

How long did it last? . 
''Long enough to really impress 

me," Ternus said. ''It didn't occur to me it was an earthquake." 
In Meyers, eight miles south 

from Lake Tahoe; CHP Officer 
Lou Rciper said the rocking 
sloshed water from his fish tanks. 

And in Sacramento the quake 
sent several elevators into "earth­
quake status," in which any that 
are moving ascend or descend to 
the neares;t floor, open their doors 
and .disable themselves from fur­
ther use until reset. 

· Several aftershocks were re­
ported Monday and are expected 
to continue for several days. 

A strong aftershock occurred at 
4:57 p.m., registering a magnitude 
of 5.3, centered just two miles 
south of the first quake, according 
to the U.S. Geological Survey Na­
tional Earthquake Information 
Center in Golden, Colo. The after­
shock was felt as far away as San 
Francisco, but there were no re­
ports of damage. 

A spokesman for the Seismology 
Laboratory at the University of 
Nevada, Reno, said, ''There have 
been aftershocks all day long. 
Most of them you can't even feel." 
Before the one at 4:57 p.m., the 
strongest was 3.5 in magnitude~ , ee 1tc o 

But the biggest impact of. the Ch!3ryl .Sparks, owner of Monty Wolf's Trading Post in Markleeville, 
quake appeared to be little more .cl~arifbottles thatfell when a quake'shook the town Monday. 
than a reminder that earthquakes ',:' _:--:;; ,;"' · (,'.'. ·; '· 
can and do occur outside quake-. :: . :•'E~hquake faults occur' in a · caught in a honie during a quake. 
prone areas like San Francisco' · lot of places, and the effects of the . .Free information on hciw to pre­
and Los Angeles. . · ) ; •' quijcf can be felt great'.distances .·· .. pare a home or business for earth-

"Everyone up here feels like_;" Ji;oJri'th.¢,:e'picei;iter .. ?:,., .. .:· '-:: ·. quakes is available from the state 
'Boy, we'~e in pretty good shap¢;: ,.'.,.:1:,;ii;}li:l.,<J.uake. hit a;'Yeek. after the by calling a statewide toll-free 
we're not m ~ earthqu~e zo~e,''.',;,JJJ.:'.~1~!1,.S!:!,,?f, 1:1tat~;~ttii;l:f tha~ f?und . ph, 0'.!1 .... e numb ... e,,_r: 1-800-286-7233. 
Corsaut said. "But this earth.~(::: t ·,percept 9fOali,forl)ians do, . , . . 
quake is a good reminder that'# ,;t(ii.' . owiihat g~ttihfµnder ii ta- .. · . -Bee ·:.correspondent Catherine 
doesn't matter where you live>7.'::·· •t:bleJs· ·the '.best· ·actiori. to . take if , Gibbf contributed. to this report. 

, ... ~· .. ;_. . ·. 
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6.0 quake boasts big motion, little damage 
- . 

By8am Stanton and John D. Cox 
Bee Staff Writers 

> / ~ : + . An earthquake that struck early Monday 
r()clfed parts of Northern California and 
~~~da, jarring groggy residents from their 
l;>edj; triggering small rock slides and scar­
milousehold pets. 
: B1;1t' the extent of the .damage from the 

,temblor appeared to be limited largely to 
.the aestruction of grocery store pasta sauce. 

''We lost two jars ofspaghetti sauce,'' said 
. G)lry Carter, assistant manager of the 
Ta.hoe City Lucky's store, ''That's it." 
. Not bad for a quake that measured 6.0 on 

thelµchter scale, a magnitude that normal­
ly ~n ca;t~se severe damage. . 
· '· But damage from the quake, which 

.... --...._ 
struck at 5:23 a.m., apparently was slight 
because it· was centered in a largely .rural 
area at Double Spring Flat, Nev., about 12 
i:niles south of Minden. 

Still, there were reports of people feeling 

--

the rocking in Lake Tahoe and hundreds of mountain range, said 
miles away in Sacramento, San Francisco, INSIDE !John Louie, professor 
Fresno and Elko, Nev. · ■ Sacramento isn't of seismology at the 

The rarity with which earthquakes are immune to quake University of Nevada. 
felt in the Sacramento and Sierra regions rituals. Louie said seismic 
left many people convinced early Monday Dlana Griego waves · from after-
that a catastrophic temblor had struck. the Erwin, page A2 shocks will be studied 
Bay Area and that what tliey were feeling ., to identify the deep 
was the aftershock of the dreaded ''Big interior of the Sierra Nevada and answer 
One." such questions as "why they are there, how 

recently they came up, and how fast they 
''I live in Truckee, and it shook the house came up." . · 

pretty good,'' Carter said. ''I thought, 'I won- While the peaks pf.the Sierra lll'e marked 
der if this was in San Francisco?'" by dramatic• "fault scarps" formed by the 

The quake occurred in a ''transition ZQne" .. upthrusting of ancient .temblors, Monday's 
between the Sierra Nevada and GreatBa- was apparently along a sideways-moving 
sin, and aftershocks may help scientists un­
derstand the process. that produced the 

-
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6.0 quake boasts big motion, little damage 
By Sam Stanton and John D. Cox 
Bee Staff Writers 

An earthquake that struck early Monday 
rocked parts of Northern California and 
~evada, jarring groggy residents from their 
beds, triggering small rock slides and scar­
ing household pets. 

But the extent of the damage from the 
temblor appeared to be limited largely to 
the destruction of grocery store pasta sauce. 

''We lost two jars of spaghetti sauce," said 
Gary Carter, assistant manager of the 
Tahoe City Lucky's store. ''That's it." 

Not bad for a quake that measured 6.0 on 
the Richter scale, a magnitude that normal­
ly can cause severe damage. 

But damage from the quake, which 

Previous east Sierra tremors 
Magnitude, place and year 
■ 7.2, Fallon, Nev., 1954. 
■ 6.0, Truckee, 1966 
■ 6.0 Markleeville, 1857, 1860, 1868, 

1869 (twice), 1887 
■ 5.0, Markleeville, 1942, 1953 
Sources: Associated Press, California Department 

of Conservation 

struck at 5:23 a.m., apparently was slight 
because it was centered in a largely rural 
area at Double Spring Flat, Nev., about 12 
miles south of Minden. 

Still, there were reports of people feeling 

the rocking in Lake Tahoe aBi hundreds of 
miles away in Sacramento, Sin Francisco, 
Fresno and Elko, Nev. 

The rarity with which eadb:quakes are 
felt in the Sacramento and Sierra regions 

' left many people convinced early Monday 
that a catastrophic temblor lad struck the 
Bay Area and that what the,F were feeling 
was the aftershock of the tlreaded "Big 
One." 

"I live in Truckee, and it smik the house 
pretty good," Carter said. ""I tlitmght, 'I won­
der if this was in San Francm?"' 

The quake occurred in a "tm.nsition zone" 
between the Sierra Nevada lll!ld Great Ba­
sin, and aftershocks may he]pscientists un­
derstand the process that produced the 

mountain range, said 
_INSI_DE_____ John Louie, professor 
■ Sacramento isn't 

immune to quake 
rituals. 
Di.ana Griego 
Erwin, page A2 

of seismology at the 
University of Nevada. 

Louie said seismic 
waves from after­
shocks will be studied 
to identify the deep 

interior of the Sierra Nevada and answer 
such questions as "why they are there, how 
recently they came up, and how fast they 
came up." 

While the peaks of the Sierra are marked 
by dramatic "fault scarps" formed by the 
upthrusting of ancient temblors, Monday's 
was apparently along a sideways-moving 
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White House security fears raised 
The route pilot took 
Flylng unchallenged In restricted arrspaa, a 
Cessna 150 plloted by Frank E. Cordercl'Mmyland 
crashed on the South .Lawn of the Whlatlouse 
early Monday morning. 

Plane crash 
triggers 
·,vide probe: 
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:Quake: Nevada rife with 
. :faults, studies indicate 

:co~tinued from page Al 
,''strike-slip" fault that has not 
. beeti identified before. 

''It's very common for us to have 
an ~arthquake on a fault that's 
never been identified," Louie said. 
"It doesn't really surprise us. In- , 
.ves~igations over the last 20 years 
have shown that Nevada is essen-
tially rife with faults." · 

In the last 40 years, since 1954, 
there were eight earthquakes of 
magnitude 6 or larger in this area, 
althpugh all but one were basical­
ly aftershocks of the 1954 Dixie 
Valley and Fairview Peak earth­
quakes 50 miles east of Fallon. 
The)argest of those, in Dixie Val­
ley,. was in December 1954 and 
had a magnitude of 7.2. In 1966, a 
magnitude-6 earthquake shook + Truckee. 

Monday's quake had been pre­
ceded by 10 earthquakes in the 
area since June 10 that measured 
betvyeen 2.1 and 3.5 on the Rich­
ter scale. 
: Damage even in towns near the 
epicenter was reported to be ex­
~r~m~ly slight, according to re­
ports from· the state Office of 
Em~rgency Services. 
: ''It knocked things off shelves in 
Lake Tahoe grocery stores,· Kirk­
wood grocery stores, damage to 
that extent which really is very 
minor," said OES spokeswoman 
Kati Corsaut. 'There was nothing 
that would suggest anything sig­
nificant." · 

Some minor rock slides were re­
ported on U.S. 50 near the Echo 
Summit, with rocks 6 to 8 inches 
in diameter falling onto the as­
phalt. California Highway Patrol 
officers were able to clear the road 
quickly, and no closures were nec­
essary. 

Many described the sensation 
as a slow, rolling motion. 

"The house started rocking just 

kind of like a big cradle," said 
John Ternus, 78, a retired federal 
employee who lives · in Carmich­
ael. ''It made the funniest noise, 
just sort of a low moan." 

How long did it last? . 
''Long enough to really impress 

me," Ternus said. "It didn't occur 
to me it was an earthquake." 

In Meyers, eight miles south 
from Lake Tahoe, CHP Officer 
Lou Roper said 'the rocking 
sloshed water from his fish tanks. 

And in Sacramento the quake 
sent several elevators into "earth­
quake status," in which any that 
are moving ascend or descend to 
the nearest floor, open their doors 
and .disable themselves from fur­
ther use until reset. 

Several aftershocks were re­
ported Monday and are expected 
to continue for several days. 

A strong aftershock occurred at 
4:57 p.m., registering a magnitude 
of 5.3, centered just two miles 
south of the first quake, according 
to the U.S. Geological Survey Na­
tional Earthquake Information 
Center in Golden, Colo. The after­
shock was felt as far away as San 
Francisco, but there were no re­
ports of damage. 

A spokesman for the Seismology 
Laboratory at the University of 
Nevada, Reno, said, 'There have 
been aftershocks all day long. 
Most of them you can't even feel." 
Before the one at 4:57 p.m., the 
strongest was 3.5 in magnitude. . . ee I c o 

But the biggest impact of the Cheryl Sparks, owner of Monty Wolf's Trading Post In Markleevllle, 
quake appeared to be little more cleans bottles that fell when a quake shook the town Monday. 
than a reminder that earthquakes ·• · · ·, 
can and do occur outside quake- .·· :''Earthquake faults odcut in a caught in a home during a quake. 
prone areas like San Francisco lot of places, and the effects of the 
and Los Angeles. . , · quake can be felt great distances 

"Everyone up here feels like, fromthe'epicenter.''. · 
'Boy, we're in pretty good shape; . The quake hit a week after the 
we're not in an earthquake zone,' ". ~r~lease of a state i;tudy that found 
Corsaut said. "But this earths" 'thaf81 percent of Californians do 
quake is a good reminder that it :?1iiofltnow that getting under a ta­
doesn't matter where you live: ·· . : '·ble is the best action to take if 

Free information on how to pre­
pare a home or business for earth­
quakes is available from the state 
by calling a statewide toll-free 
phone number: 1-800-286-7233. 

-Bee corr;spondeni Catherine 
Gibbs contributed to this report. 

Hill: Sentence is at low 
end of guideline range 
Continued from page Al 
half. 

"Garcia made no mistakes in 
this case, but you almost have to 
appeal because federal extortion 
law is in a state of evolution," 
Wing said outside the courtroom 
after the two-hour session. 

Frost declined the opportunity 
to address the judge before sen­
tencing, but Hill accepted Garcia's 
invitation. 

"I want you to know, Judge Gar­
cia, t.hat I would never trade my 
vote or official action for $2,500 or 
any amount," he said. "I would 
never betray the trust my constit­
uents placed in me. 

'The greatest honor of my life 
was being elected to the Assembly 
and later the Senate. The greatest 
shame of my life was resigning. I 
would never do anything inten­
tionally to bring shame and em­
barrassment on the Legislature." 

With a formal expulsion vote 
looming in early July, the Whitti­
er Republican resigned the Senate 
seat he first won in a 1990 special 
election. Before that he had 
served in the Assembly since 
1983. 

On June 16 a jury found Hill 
guilty of shaking down the agent, 
posing as a businessman anxious 
to pass a 1988 piece of special-in­
terest legislation created by the 
FBI as part of an elaborate sting. 
Frost was found guilty of hatching 
- along with two fellow legislative 
aides - the strategy to pay off As­
sembly Republicans to assure 
then-Gov. George Deukmejian's 
signature on the bill. 

The 46 months was the low end 
of the applicable sentencing­
guideline range for Hill. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney John Vincent un­
successfully argued for the 57 
months at the high end because of 
what he said was Hill's untruthful 
testimony during the trial. De-

fense attorney· Stephen Miiler., 
urged even less than 46 months, ·t . 
arguing that the mere deposit of a ! 
check is not a typical act of mon•.•" 
ey-laundering, yet it carries a .. • 
stiffer punishment than ~xt<:irtion. i:. ,; 

Garcia agreed with Miller that '' l 
it was within his discretion to go , 
below the guideline range, but he, 
rejected the idea. · .-' 

"The crimes of conviction are so ' 
horrible I would not," he said. "It <, 
is tantamount to anarchy because :· •· 
of the trust that we voters put in ' 
our elected officials. .,,,c 

"Despite those feelings, howev- ,;i; 
er, I will go to the bottom (of the,,. 
range) because of the letters in r, · 
support of Hill that I've received," ' 
he said. "Some of them are froni' .·· 
people I know, either personally 1 i · 

or by reputation, and respect. · !. 
"None of them was present in,,,. 

court during the trial, and may; · 
honestly believe you are inno: . 
cent," Garcia told the former law!":., 
maker. "I was here, and I have no";' 
doubt of your guilt, Mr. Hill." •!:.e:. 

Letters asking for leniency on·• ,.r 
behalf of a defendant are not 
made public. The judge noted the - . 
letters came from family mem- ; 
hers, lobbyists, business acquain- 1 

tances and legislators. 
Wing also sought less than 21 

months for Democrat Frost, argu­
ing that the sentence should be no 
more than half of the 33 months 1 

Garcia imposed on Nolan after the 
Glendale Republican's plea of 
guilty to running his office in part 
as a racketeering enterprise. 

Nolan's "involvement was so 
much greater than anything Terry 
Frost ever contemplated," Wing 
told Garcia. 

''I don't disagree with your char­
acterization," the judge replied, 
"but he had knowledge and an un­
derstanding of the scope of the 
conspiracy and the others' part in 1 

it." 



s. Tahoe 
1 ■ No injuries: 

Damage slight from 
region's worst 
shaking in 28 years. 

ByDonCox 
GAZETIE-JOURNAL . . 

· The: region's strongest earth­
, quake in 28 years shook build-
ings Monday m Douglas County, 
rattled windows in the Truckee 
Meadows and destroyed the con­
tents of the only· liquor store in 
the ·tiny town of Markleeville, 
Calif. 

The quake, centered in Double 
Spring Flat about'! 2 miles south 
of Minden, struck at 5:23 a.m., 
and measured 6.0 on the Richter 
scale. 

The temblor lasted about 15 
seconds. There were no reports of 
injuries or serious damage. 

"I just burst into tears," said 
Debby Borowick, who lives at the 
Riverview Mobile Home Park a 
few miles north of the epicenter. 

"I thought it was ne'ver going to 
stop. I felt like I was in a boat on a 
lake." 

The University of Nevada 
Reno Seismological Laboratory 
recored approximately 10 after­
shocks with magnitudes above 
3:0 in the first eight hours after 
the quake. The largest measured 
5.3 at 4:58 p.m. and was 2 miles 
south of the morning quake's epi­
center. 

"We're recording thousands of 
· small aftershocks," said John An­
derson, interim director of the 
laboratory. "They're coming in 
at the rate of several per minute. 
We'll be recording aftershocks 
for several weeks." 

Monday's temblor came 28 
years - to the day - after a 6.0 
quakt was recorded near Truck- . 
ee, Calif.· 

.,, 

Mark Nowlln/Gazette•J.oumal 

Moreon3A 
■ The big one: Experts 
~ay Northern Nevada 
could get hit hard. 
■ Insurance: Shaker 
brings moratorium on new 
quake policies. 
■ Advice: What to do 
when a temblor hits. 

The quake occurred in a "tran­
sition zone" between the Sierra 
Nevada and Great Basin, and af .. 
tershocks may help scientists un­
derstand the process that pro­
duced the mountain range, said 
John Louie, UNR professor of 
seismology. 

Louie said seismic waves from 
aftershocks will be studied to 
identify the deep interior of the 
Sierra Nevada and answer such 
questions as "why they are there, 
how recently they came up, and 
how fast they came up." 

While the peaks of the Sierra 
are marked by dramatic "fault 
scarps'·' formed by the upthrust-

See QUAKE on page 3~ .. 



Quake 
~,om page IA 
ng of ancient temblors, Monday's 
Nas apparently along a sideways­
:noving "strike-slip" fault that has 
:1ot been identified before. -

"It's very common for us to 
.1ave an earthquake on a fault 
hat's never been identified," 
Louie said. "It doesn't really sur­
)rise us. Investigations over the 

last 20 years have shown that Ne­
vada is essentially rife with 
faults." 

Monday's quake was felt as far· 
west as Sacramento and east to 
Elko, 300 miles from its center. 
Many residents in Reno, Sparks ' 
and Carson City were awakened 
by the shaker. 

But Markleeville, a community 
of 160 about 20 miles south of 
Lake Tahoe, suffered some of the 
most extensive damage. 

Bricks fell from the top of a 
chimney on one house. Two other 
buildings, the Alpine County ad­
ministrative center and court 
house, were damaged. 

"We don't know the extent of 
it," Alpine County Sheriff Skip 
Veatch said. 

"Some of the mortar around the 
windows in .the court house fell 
out. The ustairs windows are loose , 
in the administration building." 

Shelf merchandise was smashed 

in several Markleeville stores. 
"It just knocked all the liquor 

and wine off the shelves and it 
broke into pieces," said Cheryl 
Sparks, who operates the Monty 
Wolrs Trading Post. 

"We lost about $5,000 worth of 
stuff. We're the only liquor store." 

Down the street, glassware and 
pictures were broken at the Tiers 
of Joy coffee shop and art gallery. 

-"Everything just jumped of the 
shelves," store owner Carolyn 

Vaughn said. 
"I just walked into a big mess." 
In Douglas <;ounty, the quake 

cracked the chimney of the Min­
den Inn - which is being convert­
ed to a ~ovemment administra. 
tion buildmg. 

A combination florist and wine 
shop in Minden, the Bouquet & 
Bouquet, reported broken china 
and crystal. 

"I think the knots in every­
body's stomachs have been more 

than t~e damage," Douglas Coun­
ty shenff's deputy Ken Davis said. 

"Everything we've ~otten re­
ports on has been real mmor." 

With wire serviee reports 

r-=~-.:--:.... . ENTERTAINMENi _­

CRAFTS• GAMES ' 
··• 

COUNTRY DANCE -

Sept. 23 & 24 . 
Reno Uvestoct Pavilion 



UAKE RATTLES NEVADA 

What you should do 
during an earthquake 

f ■ Stay calm 
Shaker increases chances of another jolt 

, ■ If inside, stay inside. If 
outdoors, stay outdoors. 
Most earthquake injuries 
:are cause when people are 
�rying to get in or leave 
;buildings. 
, ■ If indoors, get under a 
:Solid object like a heavy 
:table, desk, bench or inside 
:a supported doorway. 
: ■ Stay away from glass 
: ■ Douse all fires and 
:don't use candles or any 
:open flame after the quake 
,because of the danger of 
:natural gas line breaks. 
: ■ Don't dash for exits and 
:don't use elevators. 
: ■ If outdoors move away 
of rom buildings and utility 
wires. Once in the open, 
stay there until the shaking 
:Stops. 
: ■ If in a moving car, stop 
�s quickly as safety permits. 
'A car may jiggle, but it's a 
safe place to stay until the 
shaking stops. 
: ■ When you drive on, 
:Watch for hazards caused 
J:>y the quake. Look for 
·:ctowned power lines,
)damaged bridges or broken
-,roadways.
: ■ Stay off the telephones
::unless you need medical
::help. During even minor
::earthquakes, the emergency
,unes are jammed by curious
·:residents and those who
.:need help car(t get through.
'

,, 

·, .. 

Jean Dixon Aikin/Gazet\e-Journal 

SMASHED MERCHANDISE: Cheryl Sparks describes the mess at the Monty Wolf's Trading Post in 
Markleeville, Calif., caused by Monday's earthquake. Sparks saictshe had to restock the shelves of liquor be­
hind the counter after all the bottles previously on the shelves fell off and smashed on the floor. 

Shaker brings moratorium on new 
quake policies, insurance agent says 

ByDonCox 
GAZETTE-JOURNAL 

Northern Nevada could soon 
experience an earthquake b ig 
enough to cause extensive daqiage 
after Monday morning's strong 
temblor that rattled homes 
throughout the region, a scientist 
said .. 

Monday's quake measured 6.0. 
"Whenever we get a magnitude 

of that size in Nevada, there is a 
small possibility it will be followed 
by a larger earthquake," said John 
Anderson, interim director of the 
University of Nevada, Reno Seis­
mological Laboratory. 

"The probability is highest right 
after the earthquake. After three 
days, the (possibility) is practically 
gone." 

Anderson estimated the chance 
of a larger quake at l-in-50. 

"But that means it's 49-out-of-
50 that this is an isolated event," 
Anderson said. 

A 6.0 quake, according to An­
derson, can cause significant dam­
age in a populated area. But Mon­
day's temblor, centered about 12 
miles south of Minden, was locat­
ed in a sparsely populated area. 

The lab hasn't determined 
which of the area's earthquake 
faults was responsible for Mon-
day's jolt. 

Two quake measuring crews 
were dispatched from the lab to 
the temblor's epicenter Monda).', 
Instruments were set up that wtll 

Big quakes 
■ 1852: Pyramid Lake, 7 plus
■ 1858: Verdi, 6.0
■ 1869: Wadsworth, 6.7
■ 1872: Owens Valley, 7 .9
■ 1914:Reno,6.0
■ 1914:Reno,6.4
■ 1915: South of Winnemucca, 7 .6
■ 1932: Mammoth Lakes area, 7 .2
■ 1933: Yerington, 6.0 ·
■ 1948: Verdi, 6.0
■ 1954: Southeast of Fallon, 7 .2
■ 1966: Truckee, Calif., 6.0
■ 1994: Gardnerville-Minden, 6.0

gauge quake activity. 
Other measurements will be tak­

en in the Reno-Sparks and Carson 
City areas. 

"We'll have a better idea of 
where aftershocks are occurring," 
Anderson said. 

In the · past 40 years, eight 
quakes of 6.0 or larger have affect­
ed west-central Nevada. The bii­
gest, a 7 .2, took place in 1954 m 
the Dixie Valley area near Fallon. 

After Monday's quake the U.S. 
Corps of Engineers urged resi­
dents of the area to check their 
homes for damage to propane and 
natural gas systems, hot water 
heaters and all appliances. 

If problems are found, the enii­
neers said the appropriate utihty 
company should be contact�d. 

Western Nevada earthquake 
Western Nevada was rocked by a , ,.,, ,,,,,, ..... 6.0 earthquake at 5:23 a.m. Ccud I llilillin llll'IT , .... Monday. The quake was felt in The Truckee Meadows sits if'' Reno and knocked store items off two faults zones. The Genoa Fault ,,, 
the shelves in Markleeville, Calif. It zone to the west runs south through -
hann1:mArl nn thA ?Ath .. nnivorcJ:1n1 Carson Citv and Genna. intn 
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· ..... C:t1rson·vall~y residents experi~ ·1\bout 1.p.m .. -·.•· ·irr. thJ rriicls{·qr: 
· enced Mother Nature at her. most several a,ft~.rshq.ck?, a ?mall.wil(lfirf 
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soon, a u111vers1ty ot Nevaaa, 
· . Reno professor says. . . . 

. · . However, the chance that tJfo.; 
· ·· quake. prececles a bigger one just 

around the corner decreases v.·i th 
· · ··each passing day, according to · !~~:~~~;: associate professor of 

. . ''There is a significantly larger 
. ehance of earthquake in 
die next fe ' one us big oc 
l . t reases after the 

uie s.iio .hfon-

. . . .. Thursday (today), 
· the en re back down to u . 
. • normal level." . . . · 

. "The total chai1ce ttiat Un earth­
. gi.1al{e will occur on any given day 
is stil.1 quite smalL There's just 

·. more .of a chance after one like 
his." . · . 

The 5:23'.u.m. quake that woke 
Carson Va[[ey caused 

ooi clamage with no 
reports of injuries. The epi.center 
:was at Double Springs Flat. 12 
miles south~ soutfieast of Gard­

. nerville. · · · · 

casting about 20 seconds, the 
quaKe was felt as faras Fresno, .· 

• Sacramc · no Elxo. The depth 

CLEANING UP. Teddy Chichester cleans up the debris at Bou­
quet & Bouquet in Minden following Monday's 6.3 earthquake. R- •·. 

i~:;~t~hse bii:u;~~~:~~:~:;l . 'There has been some in D 
. Laboratory, . • . . • ' Angelesthis size. There was so 

Jf this same quake had occun-ed · · damage and some casualties. So 
· in a major metropolitan area, think it'.s lucky that it happened in·· 

damage would likely have been a relatively sparsely populated•·· · 
much greater, Louie.Eaid. Continued to page 6 · 6t'. ffie qu a,; shallow, accori:1-

ifi i"fl91"i~<l tJffl@ge epC>,tetJ 
. . . a fault here." •. · · ·. . He said one of the reasons the 

Terzich is rvi,1or of tlie on is not perceived as partic 
·. . . . · . 1971 Sylmar, a Jf. quake, and v activeis because of . 

· AGardne· smess owner 'said she was :visiting Palm.. ·1y small population a t e 

hoping to escai:>e· the quaking .rSopcrkiendgs1as"t··hveenarL. ·os Angeles was htheelplsackekepofdatamilagbeuitloda1nmgs1_0, 1,wmhuimch. 
· eartti of Southern California was 
johcd awake as a temblor shook She was· happy to report fol- · Mirgon added that if Monday's 

· the Carson Valley early Monday lowing Monday's shaker that her 5:23 a.m. shaker registering 6.3. 
morning. .· .. · · . family is fine and damage to her · . on the Richter scale had occurred · 

... !{s Lyane Terzich surveye<l tlie store. minimal. . · ·· . . . in a metropolitan area, the dam:.. ·. 

damagefo ?-.ccolades mainly ·d'1rDeicctkorMfiorgrotn/lecoCm()mllOutnyi~sat19·01nls maguechscweonrsa!_io could have been•· 
broken bronzestones, an over- , _ 
turned mirror and a fallen shelf emergency program, 5aid it "If this earthquake hao hap-

why she lefr should be no surprise· w .find pened in San Francisco or Los· 
· Caiif £ eanhquakes in notthem Nevada. Angeles there would have been a 

"We're the third largest i · · fai( · unt ofoarnage." · . . ·· • · 
" earthqualfos,' . ai!e 10 counw facilities· 

e faul · · irrotetl that seen el5ewhere in 

Continued to page 6 
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