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i transponanon, mushmg is now an or--

- ganized sport.in which its top com-

. petitors ‘can cover their expenses and

- peshaps eam a living with thehelp of

-spmsorshlps

‘Alaskan huskies are saxd o be the -,
best sled dogs, since they have been
bred for thousands ‘of years for this -

. purpose. But a variety of ‘other breeds

. are coming into the arena, with Irish ;
setters-and hound breeds crossing fin-
| .‘1sh lines, regxstenng competmve

» "times.

Smarter dogs are generally placed
in the key position of leading the.
team, where’ they are. tramed to re-
spond- to the’ commands “gee” for"
right and “haw” for left. R

Tom Palmer, a naval architect from

 Bremerton, Wash., prefers racing a

d -mixed breed known as a Chilicoote. :

i The breed, engineered by a former :
racer in Oregon, combines the husky
with the Doberman pinscher, Irish set- -
ter and the brush greyhound.

“Siberians will never give you 100

_percent. They always keep a reserve,” -
Palmersaid. .

- . : —— . A s _— : “There are a few dogs that will work

£ ' ‘ S S : < ’ C DN’ Tumn/T ahoe Tnbune ' ' g&l ﬂllgg'hhll themselves,” ‘;Jeecomiﬂ;_

. “Irish setters happen to be one ©

ATHLErEs Today S sled dogs unhke thenr husky forerunners are bred to be lean and have a !arge Iung capacity for Iong drstance racmg : the them. Call it stupidity or whatever.

: N AR RO SR R ' ~ R R " But they’ll give you everything. You

A -uammcmtomnelghtmﬂesandmeyll

' .dropdead at 82 miles.”

‘ Today’s top performers welgh less

than 50 pounds, havea slightly

roached back, angled shoulders and a

deep Chest; mdlcaung a big lung ca-

o on the ﬁrst day of lhe event. In more competi- -
%t::mﬁmv ‘ tive races, however, mushers with a first-day

- - time exceeding-the top finisher’s time by half ‘
‘gMushmg is not justa. sport. * don’t race on the second day, accordmg to
"It’s a way of life, And this weekend it came . Hoffmann. - B s

pacity. -
v “The sled dog’s lean. appeamnce
‘ ‘may cause sdme concem to the unini-




"to;Hope Valley, where Sierra Nevada Dog
‘Dnvers, Inc. is hostm
competmon L

About two dozen mushers are competmg in

thxs weekend’s Canine Connection, the associ-

auon s ninth annual sled dog race.

. The stars of the show are the knee-high run--
mng machines ‘which pull the sleds and mush-
ers on race courses of up to eight miles. .

“#You:get the dogs to think they’re racing
'agamst each-other, but they’re really racing
-against.the clock,” ‘said Ed' Hoffmann, ‘who
was announcing the races on Saturday. =

. Saturday’s runs were a precursor o deter-
‘mine the starting -order for today, when the-

fastest’dog teams really show their mettle.
No team was dlsquahﬁed for gomg too slow

g:a two-day sled dog 3

. The top finishers in the qualifying rups lead

off today’s final heat, which is a slight advan- - -«
tage because the trail conditions are better for

those first out of the starting chute.:

“It doesn’t make that much dxfference unless | T
(the snow) is really soft and punchy. If it’s like e

that, they’ll probably cancel the heat anyway,”

he said. “Everythmg revolves around the safe-

ty of the dogs.”
Mushing is by no means easy on the team S
human member, who has to bark out com-

mands at the precise times — like at a fork in -~ P
the trail — and is constantly pushmg with one - :
“foot to help propel the sled.

Orlgmaung as an ancwnt Esklmo form of

See RACES Page 7A-
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MusHing: Jason Nickle of Reddmg, Calif:;
drives his dog team toward the finiish line.

R
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tance athletes of the dog world,” race
organizers wrote in the event program.

-Short-hair breeds have appeared on
the race course in recent years now
that the sport has ventured to non-Arc-
tic regions, like the Sierra, which is

- blessed with perhaps the most mild*
_ Alpine climate in the world. Dogs
don’t need all that hair to stay warm if

they are racing in the lower 48 states,

. Palmer observed. .

Racers.in the Canine Conngction
COmpete in four different categories

- based on the number of dogs in the
- "-team: three, four, six and eight. Race
* lengths are determined by the number
.of dogs in the sled teams, with a mini-
- mum of ‘one mile for each dog. Three-
‘dog teams, therefore, run races of

three or more miles, six-dog teams run

. at least six miles, and so forth.
- Ralph Whitten of San Jose, who -

_co-authored a book on sled dog train-

-ing, is racing in-all four categories of

the Canine Connection, one of four

i,sleddogmheldwchwmmmme
'-Sxm o

At events like thxs one, which are

";"f‘sancuoned by an intemational racing

association, dog drivers not only com-

» pete for modest purses, but -also for

. points, which are earned for the pur-
pose of mkmg competitors, -

~ Ranking points are. awarded Based

i on times, number of racers the com-

‘.‘pemorbws,andpm'se winnings,

. Admission to the race is $3 per car

.;,andorgamwsnskmatyou leave your
.-dogs at home so they won’t distract

~"the racers. The event runs from 9:30
-am, to 3 pm. Race headquarters is lo-
. cated 1% miles west of Pickett’s Junc-

‘tion on California State Route 88.

u”ﬁfe?l“sp’ecmwr;"ounrs_noma“ oeTCE"
membered-that these are the long-dis--
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By J.EFF DELONG
Tribune Staff Writer

The pilot of a plane en route from
South Lake Tahoe to Southern California
~ died Sunday when his aircraft crashed in

the high country minutes after takeoff.
Searchers located the plane’s wreckage
southwest of Freel Peak early this mom-
ing. The pilot was apparently killed on
impact. Authorities said he was a resident
of the Santa Ana area, although the sin-
gle-engine Cherokee Airow he was pilot-
-ing ‘was registered out of Stateline. His
identity was withheld pending notification

k South Lake

Pilot d| S in

of relatives. ‘

According to authorities, the pilot took
off from Lake Tahoe Airport shortly be-
fore 4 p.m. Sunday without filing a flight
plan. The plané disappeared off radar at
the airport tower minutes later and signals
from its emergency location transponder
were picked up immediately.

Search teams from El Dorado, Alpine
and Douglas counties were dispatched to
comb an 8-square-mile area near Freel
Peak.

Nordic skiers searched the area through
the night in temperatures -estimated at
about zero. The search resumed this

J B
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crash

morning, and the crew aboard a California
Highway Patrol helicopter spotted the
wreckage in the Tucker Flat area about
8:30 a.m. '

Skiers reached the crash site a short
time later and found the pilot dead.

“It’s real tough country,” said El Dora-
do sheriff’s Sgt. Marty Hackett.

This morning’s recovery efforts were
hampered by steep terrdin and deep snow.
Hackett said snowmobiles trying to reach
the wreckage were bogging down in 3-
foot-deep powder

Cfrt
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See CRASH, Page 8A

Crash

Continued from Page 1A

The aircraft reportedly crashed

on a steep slope at the 8,500-foot- -

level, possibly impacting trees. The
plane did not burn.

‘Rescuers were attempting to stabi-
lize the wreckage this moining so the
pilot’s body could be removed.
Equipment was ferried to the area by
a helicopter from Fallon Naval Air

Station, while recovery efforts were

coordinated from a command post at
Grass Lake two miles to the south.

“It’s quite a distance, especially

with this terrain,” Hackett said.
Sunday’s plane crash was the
first at Lake Tahoe this year, but

follows by less than two months the -

Christmas crash of ‘a plane at
Brockway Summit that killed two.
‘Two others died last June when a
homemade aircraft plowed into Lake
Tahoe offshore from Pope Beach.,

Rick Gunn/Tahoe Tribune

SEARCH ORGA-
Nizep: Members
of the search-
and-rescue op-
eration, Dan
Doyal, left, and

- Ed Cook, con-

fer before the
snowmobilers -
departed Luther
Pass to search”
for the plane
that crashed
Sunday about -
four miles south
of Lake Tahoe"-
Airport. '
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Caples La

wriexr 2/l
Paul Katosh knocked dow a

pair of 3-pointers to help spark a .

first-half run that carried Caples
Lake past the Leftovers, 54-45, in
a battle of Douglas County
Recreation Department men’s B

. basketball league leaders Feb. 8.

Caples Lake jumped out to a -
30-16 halftime lead and held on
the rest of the way in thé Tuesday’’ ** tively'to lead Caesars. *

showdown played at. the Carson

e claims B league win

ley Mlddle School.

The decision left Caples_Lak’e,b

the Leftovers and Caesars ticd for
first-place in the B league.

Caesars secured a share of the
first-place tie by defeating Carson

- Valley Golf Course, 65-57.

Mike Derwin and Mike Fajman

scored 19 and 18 points respcc- '

In A league action on Feb. 9,

s

Dresslerville took over sole pos-
session of first-place turned back
the Marines in overtime, 70-65.
The Green Machine dropped
out of a {irst-place tic with a 77-72
loss to Carson Valley Pharmacy.

Bob Rudnick scored 17 points

to pace a balanced attack that car-

ried Carson Valley Pharmacy.”
-Scott-Hemsath' pouréd in"a game- -

|

high 32 points for Green Machine. [f



Mushmg is. not Just a sport

It’s a way of llfe And this "

- ;“52 f

competition.
About two dozen mushers com-

‘peted in this weekend’s Canine
‘ Connecuon the association’s .

ninth-annual sled dog race.

The stars of the show were the

.knee-high running machines

i they’re racing against each other, -
. but they’re really racing against
( the clock,” said Ed Hoffmann,

[ A B

which pull the sleds and mushers
on race. courses of up to elght‘

‘miles,

“You get the dogs to think

who announced the races on

- Saturday.

Saturday’s runs were a precur-

- sor for Sunday, when the fastest . .-

dog teams really show their met--
tle. '

* The top ﬁmshers in the quahfy-

ing runs led off Sunday’s final
.-heat, which was a slight advantage
‘because the trail conditions were
“better for those first out of the -
- starting chute. ' -

“It doesn’t make that much dif-
' ference unless (the snow) is really -
“soft and punchy,” He said.
_“Everything revolves- around the

safety of the dogs. .
Mushing is by no means easy
‘on the team’s human member,

NoO team was disqualified for =
-going too slow on the first day of .
the event. In more competitive ~
races, however, mushers with a -
~first-day timeé exceeding the top
finisher’s time by half don’t race
on the second day, accordmg o
‘Hofmann. -

7;oy a day at the races

‘weekend .it came-t0 Hope Valley,,
'where' Sierra'Nevada:Dog Drivers;.:
Inc. hosteéd'a ‘two-day sled dog T

FRIENDLY GREETING. Sarah Edwards 12, of Gardnervnlle

the best sled dogs, since they have
been bred for thousands of years

_for this purpose.-But a variety of

other breeds are coming-into the
arena, with Irish setters and hound

- breeds crossing finish hnes, regls-

tenng competitive times. .
‘Smarter dogs are. generally

‘placed in the key position of lead-
ing the team, where they .are

trained to respond to the com-
mands “gee” for right and “haw”

for left.

Tom Palmer, a naval archltect

: Iaughs as Kortor, an American Canadian champnon dog, tries to
give her akiss. R-C photo by Belinda Rohleder L

* he continued. “Irish setters happenf
to be one of them. Call it stupidity
or whatever. But they’ll give you
everything. You train.them to run
eight miles and they’ll drop dead
at8.2 miles.” = -
Today’s top performers welgh

-less than 50 pounds, have-a slight- -

ly roached back, angled shoulders
and a deep chest, mdxcanng a b1g o
lung capacity. - o

“The sled dog’s lean appearance
may cause some concern. to the.
uninitiated spectator, but it should

S —— W
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who has. to bark out commands at
- the precise times — like at a fork

“in.the trail — and is constantly -

pushing with one foot to help pro-
pel the sled.
Originating as an ancient

Eskimo form of transportation,
mushing is now an organized sport E

-in which its top competitors can

~ cover their expenses and perhaps

¢arn a living with the help of spon-

sorships.

Alaskan huskies are saxd o be_’ - WOIK

IIoim BICHICTIION, YYadil,, PIeioiy
racing a mixed breed known as a
Chilicoote.

" The breed, engineered by a for- -
mer racer in Oregon, combines the

husky with the Doberman pinsch-

er, Irish, setter and the brush grey- .

hound.

“Siberians will never give you
100 percent. They always keep a
reserve,” Palmer said.

“There are a few dogs that will
work . until they kill themselves,”

T UV IVIBCIIUVIVU LIGE HIUDY GV, BaRur:

long-distance athletes of the dog

~world,” race organizers wrote in -

the event program.:Short-hair-
breeds have appeared -on the race -

_course in recent years now that the.

sport has ventured to non-Arctic
regions, like -the. Sierra; which: is
blessed with perhaps the most
mild Alpine climate in the world..
Dogs don’t need all that hair to

*_stay warm if they are racing in the

lower 48 states, Palmer observed.



TO THE FINISH. Lucy Bettis of
Novato, Calif., above, drives
her four-dog team to the finish
line while the crowd cheers her
on. (Doug Whorton photo) At
left, Ron Rockholt of Madera
Calit., loads up his dogs at the
end of the race. R-C photo by
Belinda Rohleder
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€A The Record-Cour

C photos by Belinda Rohleder

SLOPPY KISSES. Diana Whitten 6f San Jose gets a sloppy kiss
from one of her sled dogs for the benefit of her young audience.

)



‘ ‘KaLynn Payne s
-+ Marilyn and RaymOndT Payne_{»
L of Woodfords are the parents of a .~
! baby girl, ‘KaLynn Larisa, born . :
“Jan. 26 at Carson-Tahoe Hospital. .~
She -weighed 11 - pounds 15 .-
ounces at bmh S S



Nine' members of the Alpme‘
County Police- A¢tivities League

wrestling team returned home with
' medals frOm toumament competi-

: ,Alprne County Wrestlers earn medals

tion in Femley on Feb. 26
The USA Wrestling-sanctioned

tournament attracted more than
300 age 'group wrest}ers'. :

: 'Gé"bffrey Ames M D;.‘

 Children & Adults

-~ Now: acceptmg new patlents
" Call for appomtment
(702) 782- 8899
Open most Saturdays 9 am - 2 pm

1540 Hwy 595 - Gardnemne NV 894'1'0. .-

.. Bill earned silver for second—place

i werght clagses: i

. Tumbeaugh all placed third. (

" The Alpine PAL team was led
by two gold medal, winners; Dav1d
Bennett and Jeff Martin. .

Troy Fontana, Jeff John and Al.

finishes in: their respectwe age and:

‘Ernie Evans, M1c aeI"sza
Josh::Himmélrick: and . Lysle

“It .was. a good tournament,” -
* Alpine PAL assistant coach Dave '

. ,f'Fontana said. “Some of these kids

had up-to 20 wrestlers in thelr“
weight bracket.”
.~ The teamr cor_npeted i’ Fallon o

thlS weekend

Recordt Covrnir Bl




Turnbeaugh continues comeback story

by CAROL TOLAN

R-C Correspondent

‘ For freshiman. Tamara VTurnbeau‘gh,
fbeing on the Douglas High varsity ski

| team is a miracle. But bemg a wmner has .

“been hard work.
© - In 1991, Turnbeaugh shattered both

heels in a skiing accident at Kirkwood that

left her in'a wheelchair for three months.
| She didn’t just want to walk, she was
. going back to the slopes. After a summer

- of painful walking and skiing at Mt. Hood,

- Oregon, Tumbeaugh got back on the’ lift.
- “Walking was tough for a while and

. very hard to do,” Tumbeaugh said. “But T -

: always knew I"d.ski again.”

Tumbeaugh skled her way to the ﬁnals

' and a second-place finish-in the Tahoe -
Basin Ski League. Champlonshlps held_

: Tuesday at Kirkwood. »
Racers with the most overall pomts for

the year from the five league teams skied
against each olher on a dual slalom format
course, '

Cara Leininger of North Tahoe defeated
Turnbeaugh in the finals. Chelsea Sulhvan

of North. Tahoe finished third and Kelly.-
“Welch of Tahoe-Truckee was fourth.
- _For the boys, Brandon Dey of Truckee *
took. first, Tyler Stewart of Truckee sec-
_ond, Wes Watkins of North Tahoe third -
and | Rocco Bruno of Whittell fourth. '
" “These are the league’s best,” said Brad

Roblnson
Kirkwood coach. “It’s tough competition,

but our kids know this course. This pro_
o format is more competmve ‘man, agamst -

man.”
Turnbeaugh a Far West Team member
ranked second in the. league 1nd1v1dually

‘In a purple-spider downhill suit,

Tumbeaugh faced the slalom course only

. afew yards from the tree that took her off
" her skis in 1991. But with speed and con-
_céntration, she systemaucally skied past

her opponents to the final match. - .
*This is her hill;”said senior teammate

the Douglas Skl team s

In her fmal run,. Turnbeaugh faced :
North Tahoe’s Leininger, who had fin-.
ished eighth for the season. In the soft
spring condifions, Tumbeaugh had a good -
start out of the gate, but-a ski popped off

- thre¢-quarters of the way down. -

- with 185 points during the regular season. . ..

~“I hit' a rut and it popped'off’ '
Turnbeauigh said. “I’ve been running ‘well -

~ on-this course. all day, but it ]ust got $0 B

Noelle Lamprecht. *“She. has this hxll down -

10 an art and 1[ s hers. to conquer

. QQCCCJ L()u.“\n{‘

soft.” -
“We're really proud of Tamara sard .
Douglas coach ‘Phyllis ‘Bateman. “She’s -
worked hard all year and is, one of thc’ o
fastest ones here.” .
Other Douglas racers who made 1t past :

Connnued to page 10

:»/5 Iﬁk{
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Judy
Lamprecht. Tristan Gorrindo also -
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Skl Tlge"rs compete

Contmued from page 8

the qualifying round- included
three boys and two other girls:
Junior Joe Day, freshman Ben
Day and Justin Kolbe; sophomore
VanValkenburg and

skied and Mike Christl was an
alternate. -

Lamprecht, who has lettered
for four years in alpine skiing at
Douglas, made it through two
rounds of competition. Truckee’s
Kelly Welch, who had a fourth

“place finish for the day, edged her .
" out by less than half a second.’

“With this competition, I
wasn’t expecting a win,” said
Lamprecht, who finished third at

the league championships last

March. “I'm not a Far West racer
this' year, but I did well and fin-
ished in the top eight.”

 Lamprecht finished her senior
season with 162 points for sev-

-enth place. She plans to be an
exchange student in France fol-

lowing graduation,
“I love the competition this

'year, ’ Lamprecht said. “It makes
‘you race harder. This year we
have more girls and having team-

- mates to cheer you on is a boost.”
The season was an overall suc-
‘cess, according to coaches
Jeannie = Turnbeaugh ~ and
Bateman. - . '
“We're happy with the season’s

~ results.” Bateman said. “We have
almost all first time racers, -and
some kids came into the year,
scarcely doing a wedge.”
Training is rigorous and
includes dry land drills starting in
November, with weight training
and aerobics. The team meets for
practice every Saturday at 7:30
a.m. on the slopes of Kirkwood. -
“We’ve had four all leaguers
and more kids in the top eight
than ever,” Jeannie Turnbeaugh
said. “We’re.proud of all the kids
and . hope to see some new . faces
next year,”
“This is a tough program and
requirés commitment,” Bateman
-said. “But:these kids can see
results in just a season.”

B — -




Group to meet at museum

The old stone Alpiné County
Courthouse will be the setting for
the next meeting of the Historical

Society of Alpine County, Thurs-

day, March 24, at 7 p.m.

*“I couldn’t think of a more ap-
propriate place for my slide pre-
sentation,” said guest speaker Jim
Long, whose grandfather, Judge
L.T. Price, presided over court in
the same room many years ago.

Following a brief general busi-

ness meeting, Long, now a ranger

for the California State Parks and
aresident of San Clemente, will
dim the lights and turn on speakers
and projectors to start his “sound .
and light” program. “Range of -

a

Light” will transport the audience
from the courtroom to glazed-ice
caves, mountain meadows and the -
summit of the Sierras, accompa-
nied by crescendos of sunsets and
orchestral music.

During intermission, members
will share a dessert “potluck” with i
coffee made by Carolyn Vaughn
of Tiers of Joy Coffee House. The —»
finale will be a short slide show of (D
Markleeville-in-the-old-days.

The Historical Society encour-

ages the public to attend the pro- U"
gram.
Anyone who wants more infor- ,_Q

mation may phone Gina Gigli,
(916) 694-2253. - - '
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Waldear Great Race wmner

Kirkwood’s Debbi Waldear
was successful in her retumn to The
Great Ski Race from Tahoe City to
“Truckee last Sunday, March 6.

' Waldear, returning from a 10-
year Great Ski Race hiatus,
claimed her first victory in the 30-

~ kilometer nordic race with a time

of one hour, 32 mmutes and 12
seconds.

More than 700 skiers started
the 18th annual race at the Tahoe
Nordic Center in Tahoe City. The
overall. winner was Dave
McLaughlin of Truckee, who
completed the course in 1:21:34.

Waldear, 44, finished well off
the course record of 1:21:59 set
last year by six-time winner
Nancy Fiddler, but it was still the
third fastest women’s time in race
- history.

You wouldn’t have known it by
talking to her, though.

“YThad a homble race. Half .the

. people who beat me, I've been

beating them all season,” Waldear
said, referring to her 23rd-place
overall finish.

Waldear crossed the finish
more than three minutes ahead of
the second-place woman, Mary

Prince of Tahoe City, who fin-

ished in 1:35:56. Susan Lannoy of
Tahoe Paradise was third in
1:37:02.

Waldear has her sights set on
an even bigger challenge, the Gold
Rush, on March 27 at Royal
Gorge. The event serves as the
men’s 50-K and women’s 30-K
national championships.

“I've won it before, but proba-
bly not this time,” she said. “Some
of the national team girls are sup-
posed to be there, and I hear the
Norway girls might show up, too
Top 10 would be good.”

McLaughlin, 30, led the 1,000-
foot climb to Starratt Pass, the

-highest point on the course, and

eventually crossed the finish
uncontested. He was more than

two minutes better than Dave .

Stover of Reno, who was second
in 1:24:11.

John Cobourne of Minden fin-
ished fifth in the men’s 40-49 age
group, 26th overall, with a time of
1:33:04,

Mike Lannoy of Tahoe
Paradise was first in the men’s 40-
49 division in 1:25:06.

Another Carson Valley racer,
Wayne Kocher, skied to third-
place in the men’s 50-59 category
in 1:46:02,

Other local finishers included
Greg- Townsend in 1:58:23, Carol
Muir in 2:09:35, Ron Michelsen in

2:20:15 and Martha Beicher in .-

2:42:40.

Echo to Kirkwood race this Saturday

R-C News Service

Between 300 and 400 nordic
skiers are expected to turn out for
the 21st annual Echo Summit to
Kirkwood race on Saturday.

The 12-mile race from Echo
Summit on Highway 50 to
Kirkwood on State Route 88,
starts at 10 a.m.

Snow conditions are regarded
as favorable right now, according

to Kirkwood Ski Touring Center

Director Debbi Waldear.

“If it stays like this, we’ll have
great spring skiing conditions,”
she said.

The course is highly challeng-
ing, including a 1,300 vertical foot

climb during the second mile, pas-

sage through dense woods, and .

finally a descent to the Kirkwood
Ski Touring Center.

Doug Read of Carnelian Bay
won last year’s race, which was
postponed one week due to

" avalanche danger. The race had

171 entries.

Alpine PAL wrestlers strike gold

Three Alpm_e County Police
- Activities League (PAL) wrestlers
earned gold medals during
freestyle tournament competition
in Fallon last Saturday, March 5.

Jeff Martin, Jeff John and
David Bennett won champi-

onships in their respectlve age and
weight classes during the USA
Wrestling-sanctioned tournament.
It marked the second straight week

‘Bennett and Martin had won gold.

Al Bill also captured a second-
place medal, while Lysle

. Turnbeaugh, Josh Himmelrick,
‘Eric Rogers and Mike Pinzon were

third-place finishers.

About 20 Alpine County PAL

wrestlers are preparing for the

Nevada state USA championships

in Las Vegas March 19-20.

i



v--o.o,d“jlh:osts sprlng party

d Ski-Resort is hostmg "Wlth the highest ‘base elevation of
) :party.from ‘March 26 . - all Northern California resorts,
y through- pril 3 and ¢o tmumg “Kirkwood is known for maintain-
' :nd unul May 1;- -+ ing some of the best spring skung :
now storms have lcft"'j "jcondmons in the Lake Tahoe area. .

Each winter, Kirkwood receives .

- ”""Slerra with -an ‘averagé of 425
ived -~ inches falling during the season.
_-,:-*‘Colder overnight temperatures:

help mamtam condxtnons wnh the-

. and let it ﬂy dun ' e dai
Ept ) t ‘h

* the ‘greatest -annual snowfall in the -

1ggex“ the E
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V'Itook part ‘in-
inrkwood even

-seconds. I;
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It was crowded at the stan, but

: Mike Lannoy of South Lake -

Tahoe was ‘alone ‘at ‘the finish in

theé Echo to: Klrkwood Race and w
;Tour on Saturday

‘Approximately 340 compeutors . .

Lannoy, 40,

U.S. Highway. 50 and State' Route
88 .in 1 hour, 42 minutes-and 3.80
' ked the second‘

‘milé nordic _journey across the . Jol
crest of the Sierra Nevada from

1:58:58, nearly-four minutes ahead

- of the’ defendmg race champion,
~ Bill Read. Coboum won'the Echo -

Re. B\

Lannby wins Echi o Klrkwood-f‘

’ .ume in three years he has won the
event; ; ‘-
~ Aléx Glgnoux a South Tahoe‘
High: semor fm" hed"second in -

finished sixth overall in'a time'of . “I
"minute and . rea] blustery and cold
;,when crestmg the: passes,’

Gary George of Gardnervﬂle




amara 'Ihmbeaugh of Markleevill
hit the peak of a banner season with

_atthe U, S. Ski Assocmuon/Rolex -3

. Junior Olympxcs Tast week at Mammoth
~ Tumbeaugh, who competes for the

 Kirkwood Ski Education Foundation

~ (KSEF), eamed a silver medal in the

'- . with sﬂver in the combmed durmg the

a silver medal medal performance -

 March 15 women® super-Gand: WOUnd up

ce-day champxonshxp cvem mn

oth Lakes, Calif. She also capmred v

-place in the gian sla!om zmd fourth
in the slalom. '

Junior Oiym pic meet attranwd .13- 1

old racers from nme western

nt like this. Not only that,
t’s havmg the chance to see her peer

Young augh has t‘accd acon-
siderable building process in the last three
years In 1991, she shattered both heels in
a skiing accident at Kirkwood that left her
na wheelchair for three months. -
able to compete and perform at
with that type of injury in her
Lis a tremendous accomplishment;
icius said. “She is a very strong athlete,

a top student who is extremely mtelhgem
a leam leader and great role model for the '
ounger athletes in our program.” = ©

~ She has also enjoyed a successful

'fr_eshman year at Douglas, where she car- |

iesad4.17 grade point average in the
classroom and last month placed second
at the Tahoe Basin Ski League

*Champlonshxps at Klrkwood

vDorado HI”S Calif, Fargo finished 613

in the men’s super-G, 10 seconds off
inning pace set by Geoffrey St
from the Intermountam Dlvxsxon

the J.0.’s and being
on of 20 bo' ch sen from Far West isa

_,“He s had an excellem year ommg
-ally from the back of the pa ‘
the first third of the pack" :

group perfoml and (o see how she sracks .
_ np against them.” '
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;the girl was ransferred 1o Washoe
- Medical Cpmer where she was

when one fcii and mx,k Leixs:a‘
\fon {hc hcad .
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The. death ‘of one of the Carson Valley s |
children this week and reports of violence at
our middle school point out what grim busr-
ness being a child has become.

~ Four-year-old Letisia Ortiz died Sunday of
injuries authorities believe she received at
home. The little girl already had come to the

Our oplmon

attennon of ofﬂclals in Alptne County when . |

she was taken away from her family for un-

explarned bites on her cheek and burns on -

' - her feet.

" No charges were. ﬁled in that case and she |
" was returned. to_her parents who moved to -
-the Little: Mondeaurt Ranch north of Genoa a

sho‘ {.time later,:

mma had..brurses on both shoulders her : :., “
' mach inner thighs and feet

In the second incident, a father said his
‘daughter was slapped in the face so. hard by
“a student that it left a red marlg '

1 School officials say théy can't discuss de- |

'tails of the ingidents or What happeried to the ™™ |
student perpetrators. ‘Board members say
they are concerned about the potentral for vi-
olence at the- middle school.

- We would suggest that these two incidents
point out the fact that the sttuatlon”has pro-
gressed from * potenttal” to “actual.’

While opening a second middle school

may alleviate the pvercrowding at Carson

Valley Middle School, simply separating
the troublemakers won’t: do much to correct E

~the problem .

' 'Let’s use our resources asa commumty to
ensure that our children have the rrght to
grow up and feel safe in any srtuatron .

whether at school or at home. : :

1t’s too late for Letisia Ortiz. E

‘But’ have we. grown so big that this 11ttle I &

d the :kmd of vrolence R
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Dat So La Lee, a Washo woman whose given name at birth was Dabuda, was thought to be born sometime
around 1835 in Douglas County, Nevada. She proved to be the finest basket weaver of the West;
today her fine pieces are displayed in such distinctive museums as the Smithsonian Institute.
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at So La Lee sat
beneath the pines
outside her home

and skillfully worked an
. awl through the coiled
wves of her degikup, or
~ “f. «cy” basket. Her per-
sonal agent and financier,
. Abe Cohn, urged her on,
* for even in the early 1920s
* he could obtain $5,000 for
* one of her masterpieces.

During the first quar-
ter of the twentieth cen-
tury, this aging, 310
p- ind Washo woman
was a common sight in
- Tahoe City, California, on
the confluence of the
Truckee River and Lake
Tahoe in the Sierra Ne-
vada. When distracted by
tourists, she would jiggle a
bag of coins and gra-
cinusly accept their
r bney. And when she

Leard a steamer blow its silver
whistle, she would glance across the
twelve-mile-wide, 2,300 foot deep
“lake in the sky” and reminisce about
~or life and her people. In honor of
.nese memories, Dat So La Lee wove
the legends, customs and history of
the Washo Indians into her baskets —
vsorks of art that portrayed an impor-
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Dat So La Lee:
Weaver of Legends

by Maureen Bell
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“Wonder Hunters,” 1919. Using traditional materials of willow,
redbud bark and black bracken fern root, Dat So La Lee invented
and perfected the small-mouthed globular basket known as the
degikup, a basketry style made for sale to tourists and collectors.
The stitches are very fine; some are thirty-two to the inch.

tant saga about the West.

There are no records of Dat So La
Lee’s birth; her life began close to
twenty years before writing reached
the Washo world. Scholars and histo-
rians believe that she was born in
1835 in an Indian village now known
as Sheridan, a deserted mining town
in Douglas County, Nevada. Her

.
"Yy!" -

given name was Dabuda.

Dabuda grew up fol-
lowing the manners and
trails of her people, who
were semi-nomadic in na-
ture. During most years,
they traveled in single
family groups from early
spring until fall, moving
as the need for food or
shelter arose.

Her winters were
spent along the Carson
River or in Eagle Valley,
now Carson City, or near
the hot springs on the east-
ern Sierra foothills, by
present day Genoa and
Reno. There she and her
people lived in campoodies,
simple structures of sticks
and thatch or bark. They
wore rabbit skins for
warmth and ate the food
collected in the fall — pine
nuts, various grass seeds

and berries, and small game animals.
It was during these years Dat So La
Lee learned to make pinenut soup
and to weave baskets, two feminine
arts handed down from one genera-
tion to the next.

As spring slowly approached,
people grew restless and hungry. The
heartier Washo journeyed to Lake

- SIERRA HERITAGE ¢ MAR/APR 1994 35




Tahoe, or Daow, the “center of their
world,” where they lived in caves and
other natural shelters and caught the
abundant whitefish. One or two men
would carry a load of the fish to the
camps so the old and the sickly, new
mothers and young children, would
not starve.

Soon those remaining in the low-
lands trekked up the steep trail to
Lake Tahoe. They camped at assigned
beaches, blessed themselves and ate
the bountiful fish, fruits and nuts.
It was then that the Washo, a scat-
tered and isolated people,

clined, families left their lakeside
camps with reluctance. They wan-
dered into the alpine forests above
Lake Tahoe, often constructing wind-
breakers of brush, called gadus. The
damp mountain meadows provided
an abundance of vegetation, on which
sheep, deer, antelope and wild fowl
grazed. The Washo spent the summer
months hunting wildlife and collect-
ing grasses, seeds and tubers. Women
gathered roots, bark and branches
for creating baskets. Dat So La Lee
claimed herself to be a medicine

ebrate the harvest, a group of tribg
members formed a circle and sang,
Some threw nuts and cones to th
four winds from winnowing basketd
others chanted and prayed that n
member of the tribe would become
and that the pinenut groves would
ways be abundant.

The next two weeks were spen
gathering and preparing pinenuts fg
winter storage; a long pole was us
to knock the nuts to the ground.
nuts were then collected in piles a
shoveled into large baskets. Wh

joined as a single group
for the spawning season.
Washo men would
dream that this important
season was about to begin.
While they waited, the
people danced and sang,
obeying the Washo laws,
living a simple and prin-
cipled life. Then came the
harvesting of the fish. Na-
tive trout and a type of
large sucker swam up the
streams by the thousands,
their bodies crowded from
bank to bank. A religious.
ceremony preceded the
harvest; people then
waded into the streams
armed with Dbaskets,
scooping up the fish and
tossing them onto shore.
The spawning season,

which usually lasted two

“With the Aid of Medicine Men’s Magic Arrowpoints Abundance
of Game Was Slain,” 1924. Over the age of ninety when she died
in 1925, Dat So La Lee left a rich heritage of over 120 major
baskets, as well as many minor baskets and miniatures.

finished, the people ei
stayed near the pineng
groves or drifted slowly
west, toward Honey Lak
or into Eagle Valley. Ther
they set up camps and co}
lected great piles of wo
to store and use duri
the deep snows and bittg
winter weather. V

The Washo lived
lifestyle for thousands
years. That is, until
white men entered th
world, with the first ex
dition conducted undé
the leadership of famou
pathfinder John C. Fré
mont.

Dat So La Lee claime
to have seen Fremont an
his soldiers in 1844 whel
they first explored the
vada territory. Since som
claim the event to h

weeks, was a time of great

social interaction, a time when lead-
ers of the various Washo groups met
and conferred. Medicine men com-
peted in displays of magical powers.
Courtships were initiated or renewed
and marriages consummated. It was
during these celebrations that stories
of legendary creatures sprang from
the shores of Daow; such creatures as
Ang, a monster bird which terrorized
the Washo people.

YATIe s 2l n s mvicanfamn v wanava A~

woman, who made only ceremonial
baskets or those baskets placed in the
graves of chiefs and medicine men.
By late fall, well fed and happy,
Dat So La Lee and her people traveled
eastward to forage the sacred hills for
seeds and berries and for their staple
food, pinenuts. While the northern
bands concentrated in the hills north-
west of Reno, the southern Washo
met on the southeast side of Minden

AanAd Clavdnorvillo in Novada TaA rel.

happened in Eagle Valle

while others claim it to have been ¢
West Walker Lake, the stories of a¢
tually seeing him may be a myth. Th
sighting could have been a compan
of the First Dragoons as they passe
through.
At any rate, Dat So La Lee and
her nephew grew curious and apg
proached the group. A mounted solj
dier treaded too close, throwing th&
boy to the ground. A man with epauj
lottes on hic shatildere immediatelV:




. or 'red the soldier to apologize.
 An ng Dat So La Lee’s most trea-
. surcd possessions were some brass

puttons which she said the soldier
gave to her.

Fremont himself described the
Washo as a peaceful people who of-
fered hospitality and shared their

1 knowledge of the land with him. But
~ pehind Fremont came a wave of ex-

plc s, all seeking the easiest moun-
taip ~asses to the West.

Next came wagon trains of set-
flers on their way to the great Calif-
ornia Gold Rush. Many of these
pioneers chose to stay on land belong-
ing to the Washo. They cut trees to
build houses, surrounded their
ranches with fences and grazed cattle
on the natural grasses.

At first the Washo tried to collect
a ¢ mpensation for the land. One
Washo named Captain Jim accepted
two sacks of flour from John Reese
in 1851 for the land around present
day Genoa. A misunderstanding re-

§ sulted. The Indians thought the pay-
§ ment was for the use of the land,

1 while the settlers were sure it was for

. § the purchase. The white men later re-
1 fu dto pay apenny for the property.

With the swelling settlement of

~ white population, the Indians needed

more area in which to live. The
Washo competed with the Paiute for
land; fierce battles ensued. It is told
that in the early 1860s the Paiute de-
clared war on the Washo and sub-
dued them. During the battle, Dat So
La Lee claimed, she and her chiefs de-
st byed all the fine baskets she had
e\ er made, for they were too sacred
to fall in the hands of the enemy.
Thousands of eager people
flocked to Nevada in 1858, when the
“~mstock Lode was discovered. To-
.y this historic era is considered the
heyday of Nevada, when the “Silver
State” made more money than Sacra-
rento and San Francisco combined.
With this swarm of miners,
\ asho country became white man'’s

S Auburn Drug Co. p

— Downtown Since 1896 — 2

* A Leader Pharmacy

* Unigue Spring Gifr Ideas

* Visit Our Marble Soda Fountain
For an OLD-FASHIONED
Ice Cream Delighr

¢ 815 Lincoln Way ¢ 88%-6%24

)

% 68 Comfortable

. Remodeled Rooms
% Climate Controlled

- Year-Round Pool

% Computer Ready

~ ' Telephones

~ & Meeting Room for

~upto 15 People

Golden Key

“Independently owned & operated” q

“In the Heart of the Gold Country”

13450 Lincoln Way, Auburn
Conveniently located
1-80, Foresthill exit

916-885-8611 or 800-201-0121

THE PUBLIC EMPLOYEES PLACE

For favorable rates on savings and loans, and quality low cost services, join our
growing family—public employees who work or live in Placer, Nevada, or
Sierra Counties, retired public employees, and their many family members.

Call Toll-Free
AUBURN: 885-2493 ROSEVILLE: 962-2876
GRASS VALLEY/NEVADA CITY: 272-8303

@ PLACER
CREDIT UNION

635 Mikkelsen Drive ® P.O.Box5410 ¢ Auburn, CA 95604
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land. Commercial fishing
took over at Lake Tahoe
and hillsides of trees were
cut for buildings at Vir-
ginia City, Gold Hill, 5il-
ver City and Dayton.
Timber was used to shore
up miles of underground
tunnels and shafts. Fences,
roads and railway tracks
cut off the game trails,
streams and lake shores.
Game animals were
hunted more often, de-
pleting their supply. Mine
wastes polluted the
streams and killed the fish.
Epidemics of white men’s
diseases swept through
the Indian villages———-
The Washo were no
longer able to support
themselves, so they mov-
ed onto reservations or
near white settlements to
work as servants; some
begged for food. Dat So La
Lee washed clothes and
cooked for the miners and
their wives. She no longer
used traditional items to
cook with; tin pans and
iron pots were provided.
In fact, Dat So La Lee was
so busy trying to earn a
living that her former bas-
ket weaving skills were
neglected. In her spare
time, however, she gamb-
led. She liked the Indian
gambling games played
with sticks or bone dice
and the new games of
chance the white men

Top: “Hunting Game of the Air in the Sunshine,” 1904.
Bottom: “Our Ancestors Were Hunters,” 1902. Dat So La Lee
was supported by the patronage of Abe and Amy Cohn, owners of
an emporium in Carson City. This support allowed her to devote
her time to weaving masterpieces from 1895 to 1925.

City physician, wrot
his 1912 journal tha
knew Dat So La Lee
before she was fam
She first married a m3§
named Assu, who had " L
berculosis. They had ty§
children, neither livin
maturity. At some pojg
Assu became very angff
with Dat So La Lee af
left in a rage, trying
cross the Sierra in ¢
middle of a winter stor]
He died of exposure. Foig
long time, Dat So La [J}§
was afraid of the rev
that her husband’s fa
might exact upon her

After some time,
married Charley Ke
a good hunter and
ermanaswellasane
craftsman who made
rows which he sold to }
whites. Upon her maf
age, DatSo La Leec
ed her name to Loul
Keyser. She had no c
dren with Charley.

The days of Nevad;
mighty wealth pass
quickly. And then thele
years came. Work for D
So La Lee became scat
and her age made her I¢
desirable as a servan
1895, when about six}
five years old, she walkS
to Carson City with folf
willow-covered whisk!
flasks and showed them
Abe Cohn, who own
the local emporium a

brought to Nevada. Some-
times she played straight through
two days and nights.

In 1871 Dat So La Lee moved to
the then-busy mining town of Moni-
tor, in Alpine County, California, and
worked for the Harris Cohn family.
There she became familiar with the
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methods of the Indian traders. She
also became attached to the curly
headed little Abe Cohn who later be-
came her agent.

Dat So La Lee then moved to
the Keyser and Elrod Ranch in
Carson City. Dr. S. L. Lee, a Carson

who was interested in ik
dian basketry. He thought that
work showed promise and enco
aged her to make baskets, telling
that he would try to sell them.
Dat So La Lee quickly wove $
eral ceremonial baskets which wef
readily bought; they were pleasing %
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d sign, excellent in form and fine in
s. ch. But she needed constant en-
couragement to keep working, which
came in the form of an offering of pre-
sents and bonuses. In despair, Abe
built her a house on his property in
Carson City, complete with modern
conveniences, a work room, and a
place to store her materials. Here,
she and Charley lived for nine
p-nths each year; summer months
v e spent at Tahoe City. They were
fe-, clothed, had their fuel furnished

" and their doctor bills paid.

Dat So La Lee could now devote
all of her time to weaving. The local
press and the window displays in

both of Abe Cohn's stores, the Tahoe

Tavern in Tahoe City and the Empo-
rium in Carson City, caused her mas-
oieces to be in high demand. Abe
x Otrecords of her work, marking the
baskets with the initials “L. K.” (for
Louisa Keyser) and a number. In his
handwritten ledger, entries show her
large, important baskets to be num-
bered to L. K. 120. Because she could
not write, her handprint proved her
bill of sale.
In November 1919, Abe Cohn
t ok Dat So La Lee to the Arts and
( afts Exhibit at St. Louis, Missouri
where she and her work were exhib-
ited for thirty days. Museum curators
in both Europe and America bid for
her baskets and even J. P. Morgan,
Sr., the famous financial wizard,
bought several of them and took a
friendly interest in Dat So La Lee’s
welfare.
Six years later, on December 6,
125, Dat So La Lee, the finest known
basket weaver of the West, died of
dropsy. Today, her baskets are found
in such museums as the Smithsonian
"stitute in Washington D. C. and are
luable collectors” items nationwide.
Many are worth tens of thousands of
dollars apiece. Dat So La Lee’s mas-
terpieces symbolize a time when Na-
ive Americans lived free in an
bundant land they called home.
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d"aofﬁcxalsaxdﬂ;ebwtmgdeath Of-a' ; t.hey had hstcned 10 us, thxsf:would‘ “be - yOung -
4-year-old Douglas County girl could ) not have happened.” " - faglass baby bottle near Genoa.

have been avoided if California aj- ! .. = Alpine County sttnct Attome,y Lensxa dled Snnday nf:er bemg '
thorities heeded his agency’s advice-  w ’ Hank Murdock said the: Alpine:Su- - -

nottoreannﬂsechﬂdtohu‘parmts ~on the face by het mother.: perior Court held. a hearing to de-
<+ John- Satb chief of the Nevada Di- . .~ Sarb said Nevada recomme; . termine whether it was safe for the - b p bus

v L agamstrcnnnmgthe children, but the children 1o stay with:their mother. -authonuessmi . i

said Alpme County asked Iast May' parents regmnedcustodym]anuary . He added she was never charged in " Mrs. Gatcxa-Omz faces an Apnl,‘ .

about returning LetstaJoyce Ortiz' - ““We said no,’it was'not.a good’f " Alpine County.” -~ 7 prehmmary ‘hearing. She re- . |.

and her three siblmgs to lebeno and 1dca,” Sarb smd “They did 1t any- _ The 27 year old mother now__ ‘mamed Jaxled on $500 000me =

= - S "_A-L.!‘A C e S om0 el






go on their Joumey,” he said.
‘Ff.Wc come heré

, pay our:::'. ’
‘spects 0. thns fanuly and this lit- -

; _show 'you care for~ this family at.
e girl. It’s a very sad day that we

~ this'time,” he said:.
as . have put away-a- little: girl. When
€S v;‘,we lose our chxldren we lose-our

have seen here is T
W we bury' the dead so they can o

i song for- Lhe"glﬂ as the casket was
Jlowered into the grave, He woldher’
‘to-femember the song and letit .

- ‘guide her. i g

..~ “Follow :this song,” h 'f‘sald P

“Itisa good thlng that you :

It shows that there 15 still good,_gﬁ:f

‘ m thls world.”

s S JaRT T

““and it will take ‘you to a 7good T
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Bv JEFF DELONG
Tnbune Staff Writer ™

—Childand Fannly Services. i

 MARKLEEVILLE — Alpme Coumy leaders

voted ‘Tuesday to investigate what: went-wrong in
the case of 'a 4- year-old girl ‘who was released
from the county’s protection and then allegedly
. beaten to death by her: mother

. "We still feel there are quesnons that need to -
~ be answered,” said Supervisor C. Ann Wade..
" “Something in our system f failed and as a. result a

chtld was murdered.”

~#“The ‘county. will look: lnto it's handlmg of the .
: case ‘of Letisia Joyce Ortiz, who died March 27 af-
- ter allegedly being beaten on'the head with a baby .

bottle at the family’s home in' Genoa. The child’s
“Terry Jean Garcia-Ortiz, faces a murder
onnection with the child’s death.

“Letisia:and and three of hér siblings were re- -

i‘portedly remanded to the custody, of other family

members by Alpme County authorities aftér a-

. ~1992 incident in Woodfords.during which- the
~ .child was allegedly bitten by her mother. .

* The children were returned to their parents ' -
through an ordér in Alpine- County Superior

Court in late January. That action was reportedly.

- taken despite a recommendation against such ‘a-
-, move from officials with the Nevada DlVlSlOll of

m L Em

-By 4:1, supervisors on TneSdzty voted to ask

" the Cahfomxa Auomey,General’s Office and the ..j o
“state Department of Social Services to study the:
county’s handling of the Ortiz case. Supervisors _-pers?
also voted to hire Sacramento-attomey Christo- - . { _j ock al.
pher Lee to conduct. an. mdependent probe mto ~faultint
‘the matter: - i

“There’s no ﬁnger-pomtmg to anybody here, N
said. Supervxsor Pete Blum, who along. with
Wade serves on: the county s Social Servxces
._Commlttee - - woman (a

~’Blumsaid.an: mvesugauon is needed 10 deter- ¢ “dock:sai
’mme how.the county s'system 10 protect children - )
may have failed in this instance an hat can be w ﬂ an|

done to prevent such future trage

- “This is an immediate problem and 1 think xt‘ﬂ,
: »needs an immediate answer;,” Blum said. - -

*District’ Attorney Hank Murdock said his of-,
fice would cooperate with any investigation by.
the Attorney General’s Office, but that confiden-
tial county records on the Ortiz case could not by
law-be opened up to an independent attomey .

Sheriff Skip Veatch expressed similar concerns. -

Lirnited access to county records by mdepen— ‘

dent counsel was cited as the reason by Supervi-
sor Eric Jung for his no vote Tuesday. Jung,
while favoring an inv'estigation.by ‘state 'ofﬁcials

. mepmblemoutmtotheopenandmahm iy o
‘planned to travel to Markleeville today to beg

‘tive services, but declined to-elaborate.

Lee — a Sacramento trial lawyer.and former'\“f'
Sacramento County district attorney; — said he. ..

work on his investigation: He confirmed he
worked .on several.cases: involving, clnld protec :

““They want somebody from the outmde to take !

. a.look and see what can be done better,” Lee

said. “They’re trymg to fix somethlng if there s

somethmg broken



Thc Hopc' ubl mhmg Co. has

just released the firs brmimu)f“'i“hcy

- Came Every Summer,” the history ol

__ Alpine County, Calif. focused within

-~ thenale of Sommen Rcsort fmm
1876, : .

‘ &kmg hxs, cuc from the ma;:,m{ icent

_backdrop of the Sicrra Nev: wda fand-
scape, author Art Ewm weaves a faciu-

- al western mle into’ fhs, !arg,u wems of
" hisory, » ~

inH’t WCSI

_ Thisemig ily and their resort

encompass a clously rich cult

history,” says the author. Those who
_ visiled the resort over the yearscame 1o
. share this life and “came o identify
- closely with mc Sor»mcns and the cab«

_ins themselves.”

Mostof all; Ewart wptures a scnse

 place in the classic meaning of those

i thexr emotional bonds 1o the place

1y from every hearth and saplmg
_.Ewart recounis it all

Some families | had bccn coming (0

me resort for generati ns and spoke o{

- He notes, “It’s not often you inter
vww people about their favurue vaca
tion spot and they start to cry.

More recent visitors carrymg on thc
tradition o) ring every year are
drawn because the place “exudes hi

words, from the stunning natura

of the land, to the

ling, building and grow

cluster of modust ulbm\ m'm« the

scttled it and made it their own,

{They Cam Ewry"Summcr appeals
cd in the S:crra Neva-:

 Fork of the C » m'_bfccamc

',._jgnncrmnom s ll commg 10 find s ac

known as Sorcnsen S

.,brmos 10 life the &muly lhdt cventual 3’

_ cameto mprwcnt thu saga of the Amer:

da, its nchncs*: andlore.

ble through Sorensen’s Res( ,

v ml!mg 1-80( 23" 949 o

i :x;onmc‘t'.

L daN




j'{l A',me -County leaders voted
Tuesday to-investigate ‘what went-
- Wrong in the'caseof a 4:year-0ld

-0 l_;e head w1th A baby
: bottle at:her home: in; Genoa ‘The
. child’s mother, ‘Terry Jean Garcia- -
Ortiz, faces a miirder charge in
“connection with the child’s death. -

Birl who was released from the

" . custody. of other. famxly members
by Alpine. County authorities after

ing swhich:the child- was allegedly‘
. bitten by her mother. .
de:~:  The' children were: retumed to*
i their. parents through:an: order:in = |
_Alpzme ounty- Superlor Court--»_“'- '
Leii .

Letisia and thres of her siblings =~ | .
‘were reportedly rémanded to the'

11992 1ncldent1nWoodfords dur- |

6-A The Reoord Oourier . Gardnervillé Nev . Thursday, Aprll 7 1994

| ;f.;Chlld __s‘death Supervnsors apptové Aprobe

y f'..f_:Cc:ntlnued lrom page 1

" their parents from officials with
"the Nevada vaxsxon of Chtld and L

~_Family Semces

. _condhct an’mdependent px‘obe mto ;'Lw |

ok the matter

A anybodyv here

" nia Attomey General’s Office and -
" the state Department of Social
 ‘Setvices: to study the county 8.

8 .
“said Superwsorl .

U Pete Blum, who aIOng with Wade

~ servés‘on the county’s Sbcial__Ser-:
S N ’Jung, ‘while. favoring ‘an’ investiga- .

is , .tion by state officials, said hiring '~
~the private lawyer would’ hkely be

- awaste of taxpayer money.
- “What are we really trymg to do. :

- mces Commtttee .

county s system 10 ‘protect ‘chil- |
' ‘dren fatled in this mstance, and ‘

what can be done to prevent any

‘such future. tragedies. ‘
“This is an, 1mmed1ate problem,...
: ;=and I-think it-needs an 1mmedtate3

. answer,” Blum said.
‘ _--.Dlstrtct Attorney Hank Mur- o
.+ dock said his ‘office would. cooper- .
- ate'with any. investigation. by-the -
Attomey General’s Office, but that.
.confidential county records on the
Ortiz case could not by law be -
ned up to-an xndependent attor-

ltmtted‘ access to county records
by independenit counsel as the rea-
son for his no vote:on Tuesday.' B 0
“failed — we ve. lost a Chlld - Cratk o

- said, : )
Supervxsor Cam Cratk agreed e
the investigation is warranted. ‘

. here?” Jung asked.

“Are we trying to tmpress the 7

‘::newspapers? Are we trymg ) get
~a good answer?” o
Murdock also, suggested the A
"county was not at fault in- the mat-
ter, saying the decision by Superi-
- or Court Judge Harold Bradford to
‘return the childrén to their parent’s
‘custody was made “with the best

information he could get s .
~ “What was done wrong was an
irritable young woman (allegedly) B E
beat her child to death " Murdock o

“Somehow the system - has_

saxd

“ThlS partmular case has |
.brought the ‘problem out into the e

Open and to a head o
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rFrom the courthouse basement -
to microfilm in 130 years is the
story of the Alpine County histori-

- "cal archives and records.

“In 1864 when the county was

founded, documents from four
adjoining counties were used to

form ‘the basic record of land

- deeds and.transfers, tax records
- and mining claims for the new

. county. Court records were added '

“*" county established its judicial sys- -

to the county archives when the

" tem. According to county history
'+ expert, Nancy C. Thornburg, the

¢ records were maintained, stored
- and ‘preserved in an haphazard
: manner ‘over the years..

- On-one occasion an overzealous

: supervnsonal official hauled some
records 'to the dump. Fortunately,

" town persons intervened. Most of

.-’\

the records were salvaged. In 1984

- i"the Alpme Cotinty Historical -
“: Records Commission was formed .-

~ !"under the chaxrmanshrp of Nancy -
"';‘Thornburg ‘and ‘together with .
Keebaugh county clerk, -
diane ‘Deadrich-Rogers, -
’ Ilbranan' and arclh\nst, the initial - -

~ Archives
by JIM HOLDRIDGE

and govemnment records :

“In 1986 the Alpine County
Board of Supervisors adopted an
ordinance establishing the Alpine

County Archives. Using grant
-monies from the National Historic

Publications and Records Com-
mission, archival expert Inez. Dil-

- lon Prinster .was hired to chrono- -
“logically organize and. catalog
. records ‘annotating some 120 years

of county governmental business.
Included were such diverse

activities as coyote bounty pay-

ments, road master and toll collec-

.tion accounts for, log floatmg on

. the- Carson River,’ ‘mining. district
- recordsj water rights rulings, hand
- drawni to aerial survey maps, jail
- blueprints.and. street maps of 1877 o
Markleevﬂle B

The ‘bodrd: of superviéors vcon-

Alpme County records now accessmle
Alpme”

_ archives of the county on frlm

Work began in May of 1993 and
‘with the assistance of Sheila Mor-
_gan, the Alpine archives clerk, two
months were spent preparing and
photographing the govemmcntal
documents:

The Alpine County Free Library
received its copies of the micro-
film in July 1993. A copy will be
safe stored and one copy will be
available for public access at the
Alpine County Library.

All records except those marked
“R” for restricted (need to know)
are accessible. A person wanting .
access to the archives may com-

plete a request form in person or

by mail. An appropriate fee will be
charged for photocopying mail
‘Tequest material. Informa‘;ion- on
archive -retrieval is’ avarlable’ by
phone, (916) 694-2120. -

Preservatron of historical and

governance records welds the pre-

-.sent with the. ﬁast gwmg meamng

oboth, . . !
;Editors note: Jim Holdridge is

. chairman ‘of the. ‘Alpine County |
- Library: Commission He Iives in
[ ] C ! kg o -j . .:
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_Carson Valley Shepherds 4-H Club held & took se ' h Geary of G
showmanship clinic.at the fairgrounds last  nerville with a sheep. At left, Cera the ¥
s ._Bndget Weod of Wood- : sheepdog. 9 weeks old, has an. instinct for
© herding. R-C photos by Belinda:Rohleder, ] = *
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Alpine County arts grodp presents gUitarist

On Sunday, May 22, the Alpine
County Arts Commission will pre-

" sent international classical guitar
virtuouso Klaus Jackle in concert

at Turtle Rock Park Community
Center at 3 p.m.
Tickets at the door are $3 for
adults, $1, children 17 and under.
Klaus Jackle was bom 1963 in

Waldkirch, Germany and got his
first guitar lessons in Baden-
Baden from Boris Bagger. Prior to
studying exclusively with Pepe
Romero he attended the music
school “Mozarteum” in Salzburg
where he obtained his diploma
with excellence and won the high-
ly acclaimed Lilli-Lehmann-

Medaille award from the “Interna-
tionale Stiftung Mozarteum,”
Salzburg. .

1991 he released his first CD,
“Jardin de Dolly” (Aurophon)
with his wife Elisabeth Riessbeck,
flute. A second album will release
this fall with spanish solo music:
*“Concierto para una Fiesta.”

hb]si|S
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Murder suspect is competent to stand trial

by SHEILA GARDNER
Staﬁ Wnter

AVGenoa woman accused of
beating her 4-year-old daughter to
death with a glass baby bottle is
competent to stand trial, a district
court judge ruled Monday.

. Judge Tom Perkins ordered a
preliminary hearing for Terri Jean
Ortiz-Garcia, 27, accused of the
murder of her daughter, after.a
psychiatrist and psychologist at
Lake’s Crossing Center for the
Mentally Disordered Offender de-
termined that she was mentally
able to participate in her defense.
"+ A preliminary hearing tentatively
is scheduled for June 3 in East
Fork Justice Court. _
" Letisia Joyce Ortiz died March
27 after suffering numerous
blows to the head and body, al-
legedly at the hands of her mother.

- Attorney Tod Young, represent-
ing Ortiz-Garcia, said Monday he
could not argue with the Lake’s
Crossing evaluation of his client.
~ “If both reports find her compe-

.tem I’d be hard-pressed to tell:
you something other than that, '

Young said.

. After Perkins agreed to seal the

competency file, Young said he
was concerned about conversa-
_tions that his client claimed he had
with her regarding her defense.

TERRI JEAN Ortiz-Garcia i court. R-C photo by Belinda Rohleder

“There is a reference ... about

‘advice from me to my clicnt re-

garding the nature of her plea and

c T Goonde S :

how to dispose of this case,”
Young said. “Thal conversauon
* NEVET occurr

Perkms sealed the file based on
a U.S. Supreme Court ruling that
in order to get a valid evaluation,
the suspect must be free to com-

. municate with her doctors, and

statements she makes may not be
used against her in criminal pro-
ceedings.

Ortiz-Garcia has been charged
with three felonies, murder, child
abuse causing substantial bodily

‘harm and battery with a deadly

weapon; and one gross misde-
meanor, child abuse.

Alpine County is investigating
the case because the child was re-
leased from the California coun-
ty’s protection and given back to
her mother in Douglas County de-
spite objections from the Nevada
Division of Child and Family Ser-
vices.

Letisia and three of her siblings

were reportedly remanded to the

custody of other family members
by Alpine County authorities after
a 1992 incident in Woodfords dur-
ing which Letisia was allegedly
bitten by her mother.

The children were returned to
their parents through an order in
Alpine County Superior Court a
month prior to Letisia’s death.

Paramedics responded to a re-

“port of an injured child at the Lit-
tle Mondcaux Ranch on March 23.

Continued to page 3
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Suspect Competent

Continued from page 1

Letisia was unconscious when
they arrived and had bruises
authorities said were consistent
with child abuse. She was trans-
ported to Washoe Medical Center
and placed on life support where
she died four days later.

Investigators questioned Ortiz-
Garcia about the injuries to her
daughter. At first, she claimed that
her 5-year-old daughter hit Letisia
on the head four or five times with
a baby bottle, but did not injure
her. A short time later, she said
she found Letisia face down on the
floor with a chair on top of her.

Detectives interviewed the 5-
year-old who said she allegedly
saw her mother hit Letisia with the
baby bottle. When confronted with

Slalay g

her daughter’s statement, Ortiz-
Garcia reportedly told detectives
she became angry with Letisia and
shook her until the little girl vom-
ited. According to court docu-
ments, the woman said she hit the
child five to six times in the head
with a glass baby bottle.
Ortiz-Garcia remains in Dou-
glas County Jail on $500,000 bail.
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Alpine library has an on-lme computer program and CD-ROM access

In the struggle to remain open
and viable as informational agen-
cies, local libraries are opting to
become entrance booths on the
superhighway of information
retrieval and disbursement.

and Archives is no exception.

The Alpine County Free Library

Diane Brigham, Alpine Country
Librarian, has an active program
of on-line computer and CD-ROM
accessible services.

Included in the services offered
to the public and for library use
are internet access; Legi-Tech, a
source for California legislative

N\Q,L,\ 9y Reeord Covmac

We meet at Coventry Cross Episcopal Church

1631 Esmeralda, Minden

CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
: New Church Development, PCUSA

*,‘ﬂ TAy o Worship & Church School
s W s at 4:00 pm, Sunday
w bl e
c: . I" £  Hospitality Hour,Follovivin'g',Servicg; .
CUGAY, Sermon: To be Announced

782-3781

information; CARL Uncover, a
source of magazine and document
delivery; the University of Califor-
nia Library catalog; the Mountain
Valley Library System, a consor-
tium of some 17 public library
systems which offers IMPACT, a
CD-ROM catalog listing the hold-
ings for the member libraries,
available on inter-library loan.

The newest computer link to the
information network is the receipt
of a California State Library grant
for a compuier, printer and modem
station dedicated to Internet use.
This station will be operational
and availablé o the publi¢ before
the end of next summer.

This program will allow library
patrons to sit at a station, call up

Internet and access the thousands

of national and international infor-

| Alpine
Archives

by JiIM HOLDRIDGE

mation sources including E-mail.
Legi-Tech is California’s on-
line legislative service available
through Library Legislative
Access Program offering member
libraries through a toll-free com-
puter modem hook-up, legislative
data including bills and legislative
analysis up to 10 pages.
The board of supervisors and

f

-

R N ot e

administrative staff members have
been invited to an instructional
session to learn how the system
works and its uses to local govern-
ment.

Small libraries with limited col-
lections such as Alpine County
Library find in the Mountain Val-
ley Library System an opportunity
to access and acquire loans from
member library systems. A period-
ical up-date via CD-ROM technol-
ogy allows member libraries to
“browse” through collections for
specific requests. ’

-New additions. to the local col-
lecuon are added to thecé ﬁle on a

" $cheduled‘program.

In addition to the technology

services offered to library patrons
which literally opens the doors to
national and international
resources, the Alpine County
Library is undertaking a modern-
ization program of computer-
assisted cataloging and circulation.
The Alpine County Friends of the
Library has pledged financial and
physical support for this project.

As Alpine County Library
moves toward the 21st Century,
hopefully its services to the public
will keep pace.

Editor's note: Jim Holdndge is
a merqber of the Alpine County”
Library board .and lives: in-
Alpine County.

Extension: Can child stay home alone?



Alpine PAL
'wrestlers

win medals

Eight membes of the Alpme County

wrestlers competed at the California Police
Activities League (PAL) State Tournament

_ last Saturday in Los Banos.

The Alpme County PAL program had a
successful trip, accordmg to coach Dave
Fontana, .

. “The boys did really well brmgmg
home six medals,” Fontana stated.

Budd Nollett and Jeff Martin earned
first-place medals in their age and weight
divisions. Nollett, just a 13-year-old, won
the 13-14 age group 80-pound class and
Martin was a gold medalist in the 11-12
age group 70-pound class. -

Troy Fontana, a ‘13- year-old 125-
pounder took second-place, while Eric
Rogers, Frank Roza and Lysle Turnbeaugh
each earned third-place medals.

Gary Coyan and Cameron Quell also
made the trip to the PAL tournament. -~

Along with the individual medals,
Alpine captured fifth-place in the team

~ standings, according to Fontana.

Dos Palos, a small community with a
rich football and wrestling tradition in Cal-
ifornia’s central Valley, captured top hon-
OIS, - .
Incidentally, Alpine County will host
the 1995 California PAL tournament.

~Six members of the Alpine PAL pro-

. gram ‘are now preparing for the USA

Western Regional Championships June

© 20-25-in Fresno, Calif. Jeff John, Roza,
- Martin, Nollett and Fontana qualified for
 the regional tournament by placing among
 the top three in their divisions at the Neva-

da state tournament in February

Q\L‘,oorct
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- ‘The Territorial Enterprise.

once the richest, most. -Faucou

" plays a large part in the story.

A new hxstoncal novel abouL X

: _,Mark Twain’s life in Virginia -
'City is being published by East- .

| -em Sierra Press. “The Apprentice ;
-| :Twain,” by Michael I, Makley, -
| tells the'story of the young Twain ; ..’
"leammg to write as a reporter for_ . ,
.. The story covers hxlanous
events in Twain’s life in the.
~'West, such as a scuffle in. which ~
the hero. suffers at the hands of 2~
10-year-old;. {Enterprise” hoaxes **°

mcludmg Twam s “Massacre at-:
‘Dutch Nxck's »which causes him -
- ~to change his name (from
Clemens) and nearly hxs career; -

-1 Author Makley grew up in this.. .

- area and uses tales t0ld through -
the years here to develop this rol- " *
licking adventure, Virginia City, -

‘| -and dangerous town in the West; "

. Featured characters include

-“Entcrpnsc edxtor Joseph Good-. o
. sion” ‘with DeQuille and famed |
humorist Artemus Ward, Martin

man, celebrated reporter Dan
DeQuille, “Master Whip of the

Sierras” Hank Monk, renown
. courtesan Julia Bullette and sev- '
eral members of the * cnmson o

discipleship,” the gunmen.

-tice Twain”. “brilliantly depicts
* " the’ combination of male cam;

. raderie and good times, tempered | -
by the ever-present danger of liv- /|
“ing in a frontier town, which led .| .

- tion.” “The Apprentice Twain” is
" available at-stores-and shops“
throughout Northern Calnforma

and a bmge of “momentous oce

Lane, editor of the “Comstock
Chronicle,” says “The Appren-:;

Mark Twain to recall his Com-
stock days-with such great affec

- and chada

oy
3

%QKDQL Q{Dom(‘
Max 22 HCH




4A

ahoe/Sierra

R A AR e A D ot

Sunday, May 22, 1994

BY Brian MarrFLY
Tribune Staff Writer

In the wake of a girl’s abuse-related death, California
social services officials say Alpine County should up-
grade its training of child protection workers.

The recommendations by the state Department of So-

cial Services came in the wake of the March 27 death of

4-year-old Letisia Ortiz, allegedly at the hands of her
- mother. Authorities believe Terry Jean Garcia-Ortiz, a
27-year-old mother of seven, fatally beat her daughter
shortly after the Alpine courts returned the girl to her
abusive mother.
The report, presented Tuesday to Alpine’s county su-
pervisois, found only teéchitical Violations™ with county
- social workers’ handling of the Ortiz case.
State investigators did not address the sensitive issue
of why Letisia was returned to her mother, which is the

subject of an’independent probe by a private attorney:

whose findings remained secret last week.
The DSS probe found that Alpine social services
staff failed to follow standard procedures for advising

'ﬁ.-@'

their Nevada counterparts before and after Letisia was
returned to Garcia-Ortiz, who had moved across the
state line to Douglas County.

The state’s findings were endorsed by Alpine’s so-
cial services chief, Patricia Shuman, who plans to im-
plement the report’s recommendations.

“I don’t have any problems with their findings at
all,” she said. “We did make an error in not notifying
interstate (Nevada) and in not sending the exact form.
... From my point of view, it’s a lot of technicalities.” .

When Garcia-Ortiz regained custody of Letisia,

Alpine failed to secure a so-called Interstate Child

" Placement Compact, a required agreement with Nevada

officials to monitor the family. Alpine officials, howev-
er, regularly visited the Ortiz family while they hved in
Douglas, according to the report.

The state recommends Alpine train its child protec—
tive staff to ensure that they follow interstate placement
procedures more closely, visit families regularly and
document their progress and devise case plans in close
association with the families. ' .

Alpine authorities reportedly took custody of Letisia

Ortiz and a sister in June 1992 because of physxcal
abuse occurring in their Woodfords home.

Ortiz’ attorneys and a Pit River tribal social worker
lobbied the Alpine Superior Court to place Letisia and
hér sister with the mother in early 1994, according to
the DSS report. The court granted the request over the
objections of county child protective staff, who argued
for more family counsehng while the two sisters re-
mained in foster care.

The children on Jan. 24 were handed over to Garcia-
Ortiz, who was then living on a ranch with her husband
near Genoa. Two months later, Letisia was rushed to
Washoe Medical Center with a major head injury in-
flicted by a bottle. She died after a few days in a coma.

Garcia-Ortiz faces ‘a prelimifiary” hearing Juné 3 in
East Fork Justice Court on murder, assault and child
abuse charges. She is bemg held on $500,000 bail,
while some of her remaining children reportedly are
living with relatives in Reddlng, Calif.

The question remains why Alpine Supenor Court

agreed to return Letisia to.the parents, despite docu~

mented patterns of past abuse. Sources believe that

Tahoe Daily Tribune

State critical of Alpme County chlld prcotectlon

Judge Harold Bradford’s decision to reunite the family

was made on the basis of inadequate information.
California’s philosophy governing child protective

services is to work toward family reunification, with

an emphasis on rehabilitating dysfunctional parents.

Parental rights are revoked only in cases of extreme

and repeated abuse and neglect.

. Alpine’s Board of Supervisors retained a Sacramen-
to attorney, Christopher Lee, to probe the county’s
handling of the Ortiz case. The attorney presented his
findings at a recent closed supervisors meeting.

The board “strongly” backs Lee’s recommenda-
tions, but chairman Donald Jardine declined to specify
them or release the report.

Jardine said the board may release the Lee findings
after its Jyne 7 meeting.

The Attorney General’s Office, meanwhile, de-
clined the county’s request to investigate the Ortiz
matter. But the office will provide legal counsel and
investigative assistance to the Alpine County grand ju-
ry should the citizen watchdog panel launch its own
probe. '
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~of plea bar-

s Pemberton, a
*logger-turned-
- litigator who' °
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Shots fired in bid

for district attorney

May 251994 Tohoe Dad

By BRIAN MAFFLY Tribuvne.
Tribune Staff Writer

Henry “Hank” Murdock has never
seen an opponent in his three previ-
ous bids to serve Alpine County as its
district attorney.

The rural county, after all, is home
to only three attorneys, so there isn’t
much competition for the post that
handles less than two dozen felony
cases a year. -

But this
year’s election
is different for
Hank Murdock,
who became
district attorney
in 1980.

A Wood-
fords attorney,
who has virtual-
ly no experi-

urdock

ence in criminal law, wants to replace
him. Accusing Murdock of prosecu-
torial sloth, Tim Pemberton contends
the incumbent cuts too many deals
with criminals.

“I look through the files and all I

see are a bunch

gains,” said the
48-year-old

“joined the Cali-**
fornia ‘bar’ in -
1981. _ “The
criminals are
just being rotat-
ed through the
system with plea bargains that are
way out of whack.”

Pemberton alleges the deals are the
result of lazy trial preparation on the

Pemberton

- part of Murdock, and if the voters tap

Pemberton for the job, he pledges to
prosecute serious crime to the fullest
extent. '

“Without diligent and successful
prosecution of felony criminal cases
in Alpine County ... the crime rate
will continue to grow,” he wrote in a
campaign statement.

Murdock defended plea negotia-
tions as an accepted part of criminal
prosecution, sanctioned by the Legis-
lature and the courts.

“He’s criticizing something that he
doesn’t know how the hell to do,” the
prosecutor said, denying he misuses
the plea process. “You're changing

“people’s lives around. These are de-
cisions that take a great deal of com-
passion and humanity.

“They (defense attorneys) can shut
the system down cold,” Murdock
continued. “All they have to do is to

7 insist on argumg every drunk driving

case to a jury. There has to be a meet-
ing of the minds.” "

About half of Alpme s criminal
filings are DUI cases.

“We don’t have the resources to

try ever one,” Murdock said. “I have

to balance the resources, interests of .

justice, court time and the serious-
ness of the offense.”

Pemberton and Murdock, who
make little effort to hide their dislike
of one another, present Alpine’s 800
registered voters a choice between
two very different attorneys. Pember-
ton is known as a vigorous advocate
with a hot temper. On the other hand,
Murdock, a 58-year-old former Ma-
rine who grew up in North Carolina,
has an informal, personable style, ac-
cording to court observers.

The Alpine district attorney posi-
tion, which pays $50,000 a year, is a
multiple-hat post because the light
criminal caseload affords time for
other duties. Murdock’s office files
about 20 felony and 150 misde-
meanor cases a year. South Lake
Tahoe prosecutors see that kind of
action in a slow month.

. Pemberton acknowledges his inex-
perience at the criminal bar, but
stresses he has 13 solid years of liti-

spend ‘the next six months&

unnamed neighboring county.

Pemberton said his civil law skills,
particularly in natural resource law,
will serve the county well. Alpine is
one of two California counties in
which the district attorney also serves
as county counsel, a post that pro-
vides legal services to the Board of
Supervisors.

“Chasing water around and zoning
intricacies I don’t know well,” Mur-
dock conceded. “There’s no way to
keep up with all that and run a good
criminal practice.”

Counseling other elected officials
is a secondary task that may better be
left to outside attorneys appointed on
an as-needed basis, according to
Murdock.

“As county counsel, I just do crisis
management,” he said. “I don’t go
out there and sue the U.S. govern-
ment or whoever else irritates the
Board of Supervisors. You elect a
disirict aitorney o prosecuie criime.”

. In contested elections, Murdock is

- 0-and-2, having lost two stabs at judi-

cial posts, most recently his 1992 bid
to unseat Alpine Superior Court
Judge Harold Bradford.

gating clvﬂ matte;;s, m state.courts in

. ing” with the district attorney.of.an ...
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Arts of Trout’
‘this Saturday
. The “Ants of Tr('_)ui” fishing tournament
and art show will be held Saturday in
‘Alpine County.

To start the day, a tournament will be
‘held from 7 a.m. to noon at Indian Creek
Reservoir, Regnstrauon begins at 6 a.m. at
' the$ r%servonr s boat ramp and the entry fee
is $1

An show, including fly-tying demon-
strations, fishing equipment, paintings,

taxidermy, dance and more will be held

" between noon and 9 p.m. at Turtle Rock

- Park, located on Highway 89 between -
~ Woodfords and Markleeville. Admission -
“to the art show and dance is $5.

An awards ceremony wﬂl be held at
Turtle Rock Park at 6 p.m.
For further information regarding the

“event, call the Alpine County Chamber of .
-~ Commerce at (916) 694-2475. The event -

s being co-sponsored by the chamber of
commerce and the Alpine County Arts
-Commlsslon

'5[!2{61'\‘: ":-K(‘ & -
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Alpine County shern‘f s race heats up

Villa "Lew" Roper is hoping to
bring more community involve-

" ment and professionalism to the

Alpine County Sheriff's Office.
. The veteran California Highway
Patrol officer is running against

incumbent Shenff Henry "Skip"

Veatch.

Veatch, 48, responds that under
his tenure the office has improved
and become closer to the commu-

nity, particularly with the creation -

of the Police Activitics League

and the anti-drug DARE program.
"1 believe the Sheriff's Depart-
ment has grown in effectiveness
during the last four years," Veatch
said. "We have upgraded our train-

‘ing of deputies and gotten a better

handle on the crime in Alpme
County.”

But the sheriff's challenger
wants Alpine law enforcement to

. be held to a higher standard. and

more public accountability.
The centeypiece of Roper's cam-

paign is a Citizen Review Board to
handle complaints against officers
and recommend- d1scxplmary

actions.

"If pedpie are unhappy about |

the department, I want them to =

come to me and I will work with
them,” said Roper, a 46-year-old
‘Woodfords resident.

Alpine's 800 registered voters
have a June 7 deadline to return
their mail ballots on the sheriff's
race and other county elections...
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Fourth and fifth grade students spent a day exploring Marshall
Gold Discovery State Historic Park. DVS photo

Diamond Valley School kids
take tour of the Gold Country

by MARY WOOD
Special to the R-C

Sharon Osgood’s 4th/Sth grade
class at Diamond Valley School
recently spent a day exploring the
Marshall Gold Discovery State
Historic Park in Coloma, Calif.

The students have been study-
ing California history, and the
field trip gave them the opportuni-
ty to see first-hand the area along
the American River where the
Gold Rush of 1848 started.

The group started their tour at
the museum, which provides ex-
cellent displays about the early
history of the area, placer mining
and how the gold rush began = -

- (while supgrvising the.constrye: ...,

tion of John Sutter’s-mill, James v

Marshall discovered the first yel-* ™
low flecks of gold).

After the museum, the class saw
an old miner’s cabin, stamp mills,
a huge water pump used in hy-
draulic mining, and an old Chinese
market. A short hike brought them
to the top of the hill where James
Marshall’s statue stands, pointing
toward the site of his discovery.

They also saw the cabin where
James Marshall lived, the town
cemetery, and an old jail cell.

Everyone enjoyed a picnic
lunch in the park, and then lis-
tened to an interpretive talk at the
replica of Sutter’s Mill. The
sawmill was originally being built
to supply lumber for Sutter’s Fort’
(early day Sacramento), but when
word of Marshall’s gold discovery
got out, people left Sutter’s Fort
and moved to the mill area. The
lumber was used there, and the
town of Coloma was bom. The
park ranger also showed the group
how a water-powered saw mill
works.

After that, the class, armed with
gold pans and plenty of ambition, -
’headed down to the original mill

~site on the river to pan for gold.
Even though no one made their
fortune, and they learned that gold
panmng can be iring and frustrat-
ing, they all had fun!

It was a warm, sunny day and
cooling off in the river felt good.
The trip was a good addition to
their study of California’s histo-
ry.

Concert set in Alpine June 4

On Saturday, June 4, the Alpme
County Arts Commission will pre- -
sent the Sacramento Youth Sym-
phony in concert at Diamond Val-
ley School in Woodfords.

Conductor Michael Neumann
will feature the Mendelssohn Vio-
lin Concerto with guest violinist

Victor Nguyen.

Tickets are $3 adults and $1 for
age 17 and under, and will be on
sale at the door.

Food will be on sale prior to the
concert starting at noon as a bene-
fit for the Alpine County Kids pro-

gram.




FISHING

R.Dickerson/Special to Gazette-Journal
FISHING COUNTRY:: Alpine County is
a favorite of many local fisherman.

Alpine:
fish county

By Richard Dickerson

Finding and exploring a new lake or
stream is one of the pieasures of fishing.
Every angler daydreams about a remote
lake teaming with trout, but few exist.
There is, however, an area close to Reno
often missed by local fisherman.

Alpine County is an overlooked fishing
destination. Tucked into the Sierra south
of Lake Tahoe, this rural county is the
origin of five major rivers and has more
_than 60 lakes.

|

= o o e

- i
. Indian Creek

Reservoir

Traveling
Alpine County

Indian Creek Reser-
voir: south of Woodfords,
off of Highway 89. Drive
four miles before turning
east for about three more
miles to find Indian
Creek.

Alpine Lake: continue
south on Highway 89
through Markleeville.
Where 89 turns east,
Highway 4 begins.

Caples Lake: located
on Highway 88, about 15
miles from the intersec-
tion where Highway 89
turns north to Lake
Tahoe.

Blue Lakes: lie 12 miles
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popular water in the county,” said J.E.
Warren, owner of Horse Feather Fly
Fishing School in Markleeville, Calif.

Indian Creek sits at 5,600-foot elevation
about seven miles north of Markleeville.
The small lake, 160 surface acres, is home
to rainbow, brook, Kamloops, and
Lahontan cutthroat trout.

“It’s good for fly fishing, bank fishing,
lures, bait, small boats and float tubes,”
Warren said.

Last year Warren and a group of
volunteers helped California Fish and
Game workers survey Indian Creek’s trout
population. Most of the fish they found
were chunky rainbows in the three-pound
class. Warren described them as little
footballs that you couldn’t put both hands
around.

The Kamloops strain of rainbow trout
deserves its reputation among anglers,
Rainbows are known for their tendency to
jump when hooked. Kamloops trout jump
higher than any other rainbow trout.

Warren says yellow Rooster Tails, green
and gold Panther Martins, Super Dupers
and the new Jake’s lure in 1/4-to0 1/8-
ounce sizes work well at Indian Creek.

“Large garden worms work well
anywhere,” Warren said. “Orange Power
Bait appears to be the color choice this
year.”

In early April, Indian Creek’s water level
was a little low. When full, the lake is 54
feet deep, but the April depth was 49 feet.

Above where the snow plows stop,
beyond Ebbetts Pass on Highway 4, lies a
trout fishing sleeper. Lake Alpine isa
slightly larger lake that doesn’t get a lot of
spring and early summer fishing pressure.

The pass south of Markleeville usually
opens in early May — just in time for the
opening of California’s trout season.

“It’s great for canoes and float tubes, but
spotty for shore fishing,” Warren said.

Alpine County’s boat regulations work
well at Alpine Lake. Speed limits require
boats leave a flat wake.

‘Large streamer flies like a Woolly Worm
fool Alpine Lake trout, according to
Warren. She says black Panther Martin
lures.work well. Also,Jureswith alittle;.

silver and white catch trout, too.

Another Alpine County angling hot spot

sits near the Carson Pass on Highway 88.
Caples Lake has 600 surface acres and
holds big brown trout and mackinaw.

“A 13-pound mackinaw came out last
year,” Warren said.

Access is easy at Caples Lake. The

highway runs the length of the north shore.

The dam area is one of the lake’s favorite
shore fishing spots and other prime shore
locations are right off the highway.
Trolling anglers have an improved boat
ramp for launching.

Warren says successful fisherman use
the same tactics and tackle at Indian
Creek.

“The orange Power Bait and a little
larger worm seems to work better,”
Warren said.

Warren recommends the same
techniques when fishing Alpine County’s
Blue Lakes. Actually, among a chain of

several lakes near the 8,000-foot elevation,
Blue Lake is one of the most picturesque in

the county.

The upper and lower lakes are the most
consistent rainbow trout producers in the
chain.

Alpine County has a lot of angling
possibilities. Indian Creek, Alpine Lake,
Caples Lake and Blue Lakes are just a few
of them. Who knows? One of these lakes,
or another one close by, may have an
abundance of hungry trout on the day you
arrive. You'llnever know.until you try.

daa
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R.Dickerson/Special to Gazette-Journal
REWARD: Glen Grevert holds an Alpine
County prize, a rainbow from Indian Creek
Reservoir.

R.Dickerson/Special to Gazette-Journal
FISH FOOTBALL: Indian Creek’s trout
are football shaped ‘fish that prowde
- exciting ﬂshmg . :
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south of Highway 88, east
of Carson Pass.
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FLY
FIRST CLASS,

m hether you
want to get into
 flyfishing, or if
you’re already
hooked . . . getin to
see us.

B Nevada’s Only
Full-Service
Flyfishing Shop.

B Fly Tying, Rod
Building &
Flyfishing Classes.

B NV & CA Guide
Service.

B Local Fishing

Conditions.

Authorized ORV]S'dealer.
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RENO FLY SHOP

Independence Square
294 E. Moana Lane, #23
Reno, Nevada
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 ENDURANGE ATHLETES

Waldear makes most of locale

By John Trent
GAZETTE-JOURNAL

It was a crisp day in late March when
some unsuspecting members of the U.S.
national women’s cross country ski team
were beaten at their own game by 44-year-
old Debbie Waldear. '

No matter it was the California Gold
Rush, one of the largest cross country ski
races on the West Coast.

No matter these were U.S. Olympians,
only a month removed from the Winter
Olympic Games in Lillehammer, Norway.

Waldear, who has made practically all of
Lake Tahoe her back yard since 1972,
finished sixth overall in the 30-kilometer
race, beating U.S. Olympian Suzanne
King and finishing only 33 seconds behind
the top U.S. skier at Lillehammer, Nina
Kemppel of Anchorage, Alaska.

If that wasn’t enough, Waldear also took
first among all master’s (over 40 years old)
entrants.

Waldear’s final time for the 18.6-mile

race was 1 hourand 42 minutes

Booming
past 40

You'd like to say Debbi
Waldear’s success is be-
cause of the magical wa-
ters of Lake Tahoe. -

But the 44-year-old
Waldear, of Woodfords,
Calif., has produced pre-
mium national-caliber
performances into her
40s because of a much
less mystical reason:
common sense.

BERL ARIN ‘QUANA NN WHLTIO—O
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“It was pretty exciting for someone 44
years old,” Waldear said.

Pretty exciting for anyone any age.

Not surprising, though, as far as
Waldear is concerned.

A year ago, Waldear won world master’s
titles in cross country skiing at 20K and
10K. For the past 15 years, she’s been
among the area’s best runners.

Mix all the ability with a Lake Tahoe
locale Waldear wouldn t trade for
anything, and you’ve got one of the
Sierra’s most formidable competitors.

Tracing Waldear’s athletic lineage more
or less begins with the year she first visited
Lake Tahoe in 1970. She was a student at
Sacramento State University.

In 1972, when she had an opportunity to
take a job as a backcountry ranger for the
U.S. Forest Service in the Desolation
Wilderness, Waldear jumped.

The allure of the wild ~ and solitude —
was strong.

“You would spend so many days in the
backcountry living alone, then you would
come out for your days off,” she said.

“Iguessit’s hard to handle all the stuff
that’s going on in society, so I like to
remove myself,”

Waldear worked for the Forest Service
for about seven years.

It was near the end of her tour of
backcountry duty that she tried running
and cross country skiing competitively for
the first time.

She found trail running challenging, yet

Marilyn Newton/Gazette-Journal

MOUNTAIN WOMAN: Debbi Waldear exhibits the form that has made her one of the
top cross country skiers in the country. The 44-year-old Waldear recently finished only a
few seconds behind America's best Olympic skier, Nina Kemppel, 23, of Anchorage,

Alaska, in a race at Royal Gorge.

soothing.

On cross country skis, Waldear
discovered she was more than just
competitive.

“It was the typical situation where you
do your first race in touring skis and end
up doing pretty well,” she said. “Then
everybody says, “You could do so much
better if you had better skis.” ”

Waldear bought better skis. By 1984,
she’d qualified for the first of two U.S.
Olympic Cross Country Skiing Trials.

By 1987 she’d won a national
championship.

Waldear also established herself as one
of the area’s best female runners.

She remains practically untouchable on
any local race where there are many hills
and little pavement.

“I don’t live anywhere that’s flat,” said

Waldear, who has resided prlmarlly in the

South Lake Tahoe area. Recently she
purchased a home in Woodfords, Calif., in
Alpine County.

“A flat run for me is probably hilly for

anyone else. I always run hills.”

Strangely, it was during one of
Waldear’s most focused periods during the
mid- to late-1980s that she discovered
what the Lake Tahoe area really meant.

It was where Waldear felt most
comfortable.

“During the 1980s I spent some time
traveling and training and racing overseas

.and I got burned out,” she said. “I have
no desire to do it again.

“I’d much rather be at home than
staying in motels. Then, I was waiting for a
race in order to get my reward.

“Now, I have so much to do here. I have
ahome, I raise animals (she owns and
raises llamas). That’s my reward.”

She still has many goals.

Next year’s World Master’s Cross
Country Skiing Championships in Canada
are a priority.

She also wants to continue pouring
herself into her job of the last seven years
as director of the cross country skiing
center at Kirkwood ski area.

Does she train as hard
at 44 thanshedidat 34 in
preparation for cross

‘country skiing and run-

ningraces?

“No,’ Waldear said,
chuckling. **ButI've got a
few more wrinkles.”’

Alternating hard/easy
days: ‘“‘I'm probably more
aware of taking it easy
when I need to instead of
training hard all the
time,'’ she said.

Varied training: Since
she has lived in hilly ar-
eas, Waldear uses the
hills to her advantage. *'I
run a lot of hill repeats,”’
she said.

Tailoring training to
lifestyle/work: Waldear,
who's the director of the
nordic skiing center at
Kirkwood ski area, gets
out on the snow at least
twicea day.

DAYS ONLY

Fri 4/29- Sun 5/1 11 am - 4 pm

Incredible Savings!
/ Sponsored by Nevada Camper & RV World

9125 8. Virginia * 851-1204

LS.l _.._.! Where the Freeway Meets the Highway

Huge Discounts!
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Experts testify in 4- -year- old/’s death

by SHEILA GARDNER
Staff Wnter :

Four-year-old Lensxa Om zZnev--
er woke up to tell who inflicted
the head injuries which killed her,
but her battered body left many
clues for.experts to determine that
the little girl died of abuse.

_ “Her collective injuries are in-
dicative of multiple episodes of:
non-accidental injury,” said Dr.

- Ellen-Clark,-a. Remo Jpathologist..:

“Letisia was 4 vlctlm of’i)hyswal :
abuse = 7

doctors, Iaw enforcem(ent o‘f\t‘xc;ers}1

O L T L Sy g

and the httle glrl s father, Gilberto

'Ortiz, during a two-day prelimi-

" nary hearing in East Fork Justice
Court which ended Friday.

- The hearing was to determine if -

there is enough evidence to bind
Terri Jean Ortiz-Garcia over to

- District Court for prosccutxon on

murder charges.

Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia; 27 the vic-.
tim’s mother, is charged with three -

felonies: murder, child abuse caus-

ing: substantial bodily harm and‘
- battery with'a deadly weapon, and
-one’ gross mlsdemeanor ch11d
N ﬁed that slun break injuries around

L

abuse

Letma J oyce Orm dxed March :
"'(,, Siays Res rd &mwr‘

217 aft suffermg numerous blows

" to'the head and body

East - Fork " Justice Doug

‘Struthers said he will rule Monday

whether to bind the suspeci over
and onywhat charges. .

Clark, ‘'who examined Letisia
before, and after she died, told

"deputy " district .attorney Kris
" Brown that the httle girl’s body
-was covered with bruises, skin

break injuries and head and scalp

_injuries.. -Shedlso: Suffered deep - |.
“"abdominal bruising.”

. The medical expert also testi-

Contlnued to page2
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Ortlz-GarCIa Child died from multiple i |njur|es

Continued from page 1

Letisia’s wrists and ankles indicat-
ed the little girl had been grabbed
or tied up. Some of the child’s
bruises were so recent that Clark
indicated they could have been
inflicted up to an hour before her
parents summoned help because
Letisia was unconscious.

“She died of blunt traumatic
injuries to the head, specifically
the brain,” said Clark, ap expert in
the study of physical abuse of chil-
dre

n.

Clark said Letisia suffered from
shaking impact and blunt impact
syndrome which means that she
was shaken so vigorously that she
suffered a fatal brain injury. She
also said that the injuries could not
be self-inflicted.

“These were not normal child-
hood injuries,” Clark testified.

Letisia’s father, Gilberto Ortiz,
testified with the assistance of a
court interpreter that he came
home for lunch on March 23 and
found the little g1rl sitting alone in
her bedroom.

He said he argued with his wife
because he discovered a scraich on
Letisia’s face, He said he told the -
suspect. that he wanted Letisia to
play more w1th her srsters and
brother. .

Ortiz said he was home for
about half an hour and then went -
back to work on the Little Mon-"
deaux Ranch in Genoa where his
family also lives.

He said he drove past the house
once and Letisia’s sisters waved to
him from the window. The second
time he drove past Ortiz testified

that his wife came running out
because she said Letisia was
unconscious.

Ortiz said he found Let1s1a on
the floor and her mother attempt-
ing to revive her. He ran to a near-
by house for help and when he
returned Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia had
picked up Letisia and placed her
on a bed.

“Letisia had started breathing a
little. Terri had been able to help
her. I told Terri to carry her to the
car. But then the paramedics came
and put her in the grass by the
car,” Ortiz testified.

Ortiz said he made the decision
at Washoe Medical Center four
days later to remove the child
from life support system.

Letisia underwent surgery to
relieve pressure on her brain, but
neurosurgeon Dr. Dante Bacca tes-
tified that her mjunes were too
severe.

“Her prognosis after surgery

. was the same as before — poor, ’

Bacca said.
“The doctors told me if they

They told me she would never get
well, It was a very hard decision.
They told me I could hold her,”
. Ortiz said.

.Under cross-examination by the

suspect’s attorney, Tod Young,
- Ortiz admitted that he beat his’
~ wife, Judge Struthers granted him
immunity from prosecution in -

exchange for his testimony.
He said he hit his wife with a
belt, his hand and his boot, but

denied he ever struck her with a’

tire iron, glass bottle or 2-by-4.

[N ] " n E—g—

Ortiz also testified that he had
very little to do with the children’s
care, leaving it up to his wife to
dress and bathe the four children. -
Letisia is survived by two sis-
ters, Rosa, 5 and Christina, 2 and
her 9-month-old brother, Arold.

East Fork paramedic Dennis
Atchison testified that he respond-
ed to an emergency call to the Lit-
tle Mondeaux Ranch at 3 p.m. on
March 23 for a report of a sick
child. A first response team
already was on the scene when
Atchison arrived.

*“The child was lying on a back-
board. 1 started to check the
patient and I could see she was
unresponsive,” Atchison testified.
He said she was able to draw
approximately one breath a minute

on fiér own. Hé said the pupil'in’

her left eye indicated pressure on
the brain and she had blood
around her mouth, )

“It was a scoop and run,” Atchi-
son said. “Everything I needed to
do, I needed to do enroute to the

- hospital. There was no time to stay
took the tubes off, she would die.

at the scene.”
‘Atchison said he cut off
Letisia’s sleeper and noticed the

- bruises that covered her body.

“Once I saw the bruising, 1

. asked the driver to notify dispatch
‘to have a Douglas County Sher-
 iff’s officer meet us at the hospital
.because we suspected child

abuse.”
Letisia was transported by Care-
Flight from Carson-Tahoe Hospi-
tal to Washoe Medical Center
where she died four days later.
Sheriff’s investigator Robert

Cooke testified that he saw the
child at Carson-Tahoe Hospital
and observed several bruises on

her body that he beheved were
~ caused by a strap or belt as well as

hand and fingerprints.

According to Cooke, Mrs.
Ortiz-Garcia originally told him
that 5-year-old Rosa struck Letisia
four or five times with a baby bot-
tle and that a chair had fallen on
her.

He said he questioned Rosa who
denied the allegations and who
Cooke said was incapable of
inflicting the type of injuries suf-
fered by Letisia,

Cooke said Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia
finally confessed that she was the
one who struck the child. -

Under questioning by attorney

Young, Cooke dénied that“hg™

threatened Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia with
the death penalty or told her that
she would not see her children
until she confessed.

“I never told her that if she did
not tell the truth, she would never
see her children. She wasn’t

telling the truth, she was lying. I-

might have told her she was going
10 prison, but I don’t recall telling
her she would get the death penal-
ty,” Cooke said. !

Cooke said the initial tape
recording of their conversations
failed because the tabs on the tape
were broken which meant it could
not be taped over. The only record
he has is of her second conversa-
tion.

Mrs. Ortiz-Garcia remains in
Douglas County Jail on $500,000
bail.
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Thursday, June 9, 1994 ;
Tahoe Daily Tribune :

By Brian MaFrLy
Tribune Staff Writer

Alpine County voters Tuesday dead-
locked in their sheriff’s election, while
tossing incumbent District Attorney Henry
“Hank” Murdock out of office by a re-
sounding margin.

Sheriff Henry “Skip” Veatch and his
challenger, California Highway Patrol Offi-
cer Villa “Lew” Roper, each garnered 276
votes, thus delaying an outcome in the race.

The tie sent county officials running to
the state’s Government Code to figure out
how to handle the deadlock. County Clerk

Barbara Jones determined that the two-way
race must be resolved in a “runoff” election
in November, a prospect neither candidate
is happy about.

“I wish it was going to be over. You
don’t want the campaign te drag on for an-
other five months,” said Roper, a 21-year

CHP veteran who moved to Woodfords

nine years ago. “I plan to take some time
off from the campaign road - for a month
-— and then hit it again going door-to-
door.”

Said Veatch, “I was hopirg to know one
way or the other whether I was going to
have a job.”

£
o

Election observers pointed out that the
results in the sheriff’s race show the differ-
ence individual voters can make.

“To me there’s a good message in- this.
Your vote does count,” said attorney Tim
Pemberton, who defeated Murdock in the
district attorney race. “Here’s an example
where if one more person would have vot-
ed it would have been decisive in the re-

" sults.”

Murdock’s re-election bid was far from
inconclusive. By a 3-2 margin, the voters
handed the district attorney job to Pember-
ton, a Woodfords attorney with vu-tually no
expenence m crumnal law

race ends in d

Neither sheriff candidate plans to seek a
recount, although any Alpine voter has un-
til Tuesday to make such a request.

Roper outpolled Veatch in the western
part of the county, where he lives and pa-
trols, while Veatch -dominated in
Markleeville and Bear Valley.

‘Three or four ballots in Bear Valley re-
portedly were disqualified-because the vot-
ers failed to sign the outside of the en-

" velopes.

Veatch said he’s looking” forward to re-

fining his campaign message, which focus-

es on the accomplishments of his first term
as sheriff, before returning to the stump.

M
1
Kl
)‘
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His platform stressed: the community pro-

grams, such as the Police Activities League
and the anti-drug message of DARE, as ex-

amples of how his six-deputy department xs :

building ties with the community.

Roper, however, contends his strong fin-
ish shows voter skept1c1sm of Veatch’
tenure. .

[ think it should send a message to h1m
that half the voting population is not happy
with him,” said Roper, whosé platform
calls for greater public accountabmty in the
Sheriff’s Office. His central goal is to crex

dte a citizen review board to mvesngate'
complamts agamst ofﬁcers . . g .

o
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‘Sierra voters send DAs packing

By Brian MAFFLY
Tribune Staff Writer

Alpine County voters were hard-
ly alone on Tuesday when they
handed District Attorney Hank
Murdock his walking papers.

Incumbents in three neighboring
counties met defeat at the hands of
younger attorneys, all promising
change and aggressive prosecution.

In Alpine’s case, the voters
tapped Woodfords attorney Tim
Pemberton, who has no experience

in criminal law, to succeed Mur-

dock in the incumbent’s first-ever
contested race. The vote was 329 to
225.

Murdock attributed his defeat to
the enmity he has fostered while en-
forcing the law during his 14-year
tenure as a small-town prosecutor.

“When I reach out and put some-
one in jail, I touch a whole family.

.. This is not a job that engenders a
great pumber of friends,” Murdock
said. “The better you do your job,
the more enemies you make. It’s a
lot harder in a small county where
you literally know everyone.”

With 1,100 residents, Alpine is
the state’s least-populated county
where about 20 felony cases are
filed each year. No one has ever
been charged with running a red
light here because there are no traf-
fic signals.

Nine of California’s 22 incum-
bent district attorneys facing con-
tested races lost outright in Tues-

ney who sharp-

day’s election and two others face
November runoffs. The bulk of the
losers serve rural eastern counties
concentrated in the northern Sierra.

Among the prosecutorial careers
that crashed Tuesday were:

¢ El Dorado’s Walt Miller, un-
seated by his own deputy, Gary
Lacy,

* Amador’s Larry Dixon, defeat-
ed by Steve
Cilenti, a for-
mer cop and
private attor-

ened his prose-
cutorial teeth in
the Sacramento
County District
Attorney’s Of-
fice; .

¢ Placer’s
Paul Richardson, unseated in a
close race with a former deputy,
Brad Fenocchio. (Uncounted absen-
tee ballots could swing the results.);

« veteran Modoc prosecutor, Ruth
Sorenson;

¢ Kings County’s Garry Gon-
salves.

And voters in Plumas and Sierra
counties fired their district attorneys
— Mike Crane and Wes Travis, re-
spectively — in recall elections
within the last two years.

“An incumbent district attorney
is very vulnerable and that’s where
Pemberton had the edge,” Murdock
said. “The outsider with  nothing to
lose can sit back and fire all the pot-

Murdock

"shots he wants.”

Pemberton blasted Murdock’s
plea-negotiating practices, com-
plaining that felons were being giv-
en excessive lenience.

“If the evidence is plain and the
crime is serious, my task is to get
the cases before a jury and let soci-

ety make a call on it,” Pemberton
said. “The voters found
(Murdock’s)

deals repug-
nant. The deals
were slaps on
the wrist. The
work ‘load i
light so, if
there are no ev-
identiary prob-
lems, what’s
the need for a
deal?”

Like other victorious challengers,
Pemberton promised to pursue more
severe punishments, a pledge that
wins votes in Sierra towns, whose
conservative voters want urban vio-
lence kept out at all costs. El Dora-
do’s Lacy, likewise, harangued his
opponent-boss over his unwilling-
ness to file capital charges.

“That kind of rhetoric sells, never
mind whether your board of super-
visors might not give you the funds

Peert

to do those prosecutions,” said Sue’

Jackson, the attorney who succeed- -

ed the recalled Travis as Sierra
County district attorney. “You’d
like to deliver on these promises
and take these cases to trial, but

sometimes you have to do what s
cost efficient and makes sense.”

The losing incumbents, of course,
touted their own tough-on-crime
stances, zero-tolerance toward
drugs and incarceration records.

“I’ve put more people in prison
that anyone else in the history of
Alpine County. I’ve been tough on
crime and that’s hurt me some,”
Murdock said. “Take drunken driv-
ing. There’s no slack on it in my of-
fice.”

With his career as a prosecutor in
limbo, the 58-year-old Murdock

“Pléans to relocate from Markleeville

to the South Shore where his wife

teaches at Tahoe Valley Elementary

School.

“It wasn’t that overwhelming a
loss for me,” he said. “After 14
years, it’s time to do something
else.” :

Conceding his lack of criminal
experience, Pemberton said he will
devote his full attention to closing
his civil practice and studying crim-
inal law before taking office next
year.

“I feel comfortable with court-
room skills, but I need to know the
substance and the procedures in-
volved with criminal law,” Pember-
ton ‘said. I think I can do it in six

‘months.”

Pemberton’s civil law back-
ground will be useful in his new ca-
reer since the Alpine district attor-
ney also serves as county counsel,
advising officials in civil matters.
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| Arralgnment scheduled in death of 4-year-old Let|5|a Ortlz

A 27- -year- -old Genoa woman,
charged in the murder of her 4-
year-old daughter, is expected to
plead not guilty at her arraignment
tomorrow in district court,

‘Aitorney Tod Young said his

client, Terri Jean Ortiz-Garcia,
will plead not guilty to three
felonies and one gross misde-

meanor in the March 27 death of -

her daughter, Letisia. :
The child died four days after
paramedics were called to the

family’s home on the Little Mon-.

deaux Ranch because the little girl

‘'was unconscious. She never
regained consciousness and was
taken off life support systems fol-,

lowing surgery. Medical .experts
testified during a two-day prelimi-
nary hearmg earlier this month
that Letisia suffered a fatal brain

injury>and shiowed other sxgns of

‘prolonged physical abuse.

At the conclusion of the preh.m-‘

inary hearing, East Fork Justice
Doug Struthers found that there

was enough evidence to bind .

- Ortiz-Garcia over to district court
to stand’ trlal on the murder
charges L

"She was arrested after the chrld
died and remains in Douglas
County Jail on $500, 000 bail..

M Dy

GETS PROBATION
- A 19-year-old Indian Hills man
who stole a car and took three
juveniles to California was sen-
tenced to three years probation and
ordered to pay $1,266 restitution.
District: Judge Dave Gamble

suspended one. year in Douglas

County Jail - and  sentenced
Dwayne Allred to probation,
ordered him to submit to search

- and seizure of his property and
. abstain from all alcohol and drugs.
‘In addition; he is to stay away
from the juveniles and maintain

fuli-nme employment..

Allred pleaded guilty April 19

to unlawful taking of a motor
vehrcle, a gross misdemeanor. He
was arrested March 16,

“This has been a fairly quick

process._ Gamble said, “and I

don’t want you to think it hasn’t .

been important. I promise you if
you violate probauon you will be
back here.” - .

Gamble noted that Allred’s
prior criminal history included a
$600 petty larceny charge.

- “I hope you, Jrecognize that this

‘is not a good pattern and that

you’ll turn from it and not engage

~ in any more criminal activity,”
. Gamble advised.

ﬁ?’:&?‘:‘_—' ﬁé = ‘@'mﬂ,m——-s. —

COURT REPORT

PROBATION REVOKED
A 19-year-old Carson City gang
member had his probation revoked
after he admitted possession of a
:45-caliber handgun.
. Jorge Ibarra, speaking through
an interpreter, told District Judge

Dave Gamble that he was in pos--

session of the weapon, but claimed

he wanted to protect himself and.

his family from. unwelcome visits
from former gang acquaintances.
Ibarra was sentenced to four
years in Nevada State Prison in
connection with the stabbmg of a
fellow gang member in 1992. He
served 366 days in Douglas Coun-
ty Jail and was deported to Mexi-
co. He returned to the United

States, he said, to-be. with:his; gitl~...:.

friend and their young daughter.
Ibarra was arrested in Carson

City on May 24 and charged with

being an ex-felon in possession of

‘a firearm. He also faces federal

charges for being in the United
States illegally and being an illegal
alien in possession of the firearm.’
Ibarra told Gamble that the gun
was: left at his residence by an

_acquaintance. “I wasn’t with the

AT L]

gangs anymore. I was walking the ~

straight and narrow. I had the gun
to protect my girlfriend and my
daughter.”

“I believe a lot of what you
said,” Gamble told Ibarra. “If
these other people came after you,

_you did no wrong. I wish you well

and hope you find a place to be
with your family away from the
gang stuff.” . .

Gamble gave Ibarra credit for
time served, a total of 507 days,
which means he is nearly eligible
for parole on the four-year prison

“term on the original charge.

TRIAL DATE SET

" A 39-year-old Tonopah man

goes on trial Sept. 28 after he

pleaded not. guilty- to- two felonigs.....

and one misdemeanor in connec-
tion with the molestation of a child
under age 14.

Mark Madsen is charged wrth
two counts of lewdness with a
child under 14 and one gross mis-
demeanor of annoying or molest-
ingaminor.

According to the court report
the victim claimed that Madsen
forced her to watch pornographic

videos and fondled her. The inci~
dents allegedly occurred when
Madsen was living in Frsh
Springs.

. The trial is expected to last two

days, according to Madsen’s attor--
_ney, Laura Grant of Carson City.

, - ADMITS THEFT _
A Gardnerville janitor admitted
that he broke into the Douglas

‘County Library and county offices

at the Minden Inn he was respon-

sible for cleaning z and took money.
~Terry Smith, 38, faces up to five

years in Nevada State Prison and a

$5,000 fine at his sentencing July -

19. He pleaded guilty June 7 to

_attempted theft, a felony..
He was arrested with two others';
“on May 23. ‘According to. court
documents, Smith occasionally. -
' 'day sentence for harassment. ‘She
wais@agreed tospay $3, 600 resutu—

lived in the basement of the Min-

“den Inn and at the library. He and

two accomplices had access to a
safe combination and also took
money, from a copy machine at the

library.

“I took money from the Minden
Inn and the Douglas County
Library, gambled it and lost it,”

Smith told District Judge Dave

Gamble.
VANDALIZES CAR

A 24-year-old South Lake

Tahoe woman faces up to one year
in Douglas County Jail after she
admitted that she poured sugar in

the gas tank ahd spray pamted the

car of a Stateline man. :
Colléen Anne Dalton pleaded

guilty June 7 to tampering with a

motor vehicle, a gross misde-
meanor. | .
" “I had no ihtention of making
the car immovable,” she told’ Dis-
trict Judge Dave Gamble. “I just
intended to mess up the car.”

. ‘Dalton was arrested May 19
after she was stopped for a traffic
violation. . - '

Authormes sard two Juvemles

. were with her after. curfew and
‘:.deputxes found pamt cans. in _her

Dalton has been servmg a 30-

uon for damage to the victim’s car
'She will be sentenced July 26. -
Gamble ordered her to stay '

away from the victim and to

" refrain from alcohol.

“If you were trymg to get back
at this person, it’s not working
very well,” Gamble said.

“You’re in jail now and you
have to pay $3,600 for damage to
the car.”
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“Record Toorue Glizfay
Man survives accident
on Ebbets Pass

Officials who helped rescue a Gilroy man
Friday- morning-said:he was lucky to be alive
.after-his car went.over a steep embankment on
Ebbets Pass’ Thursday night.

YTt was. quite.anordeal . said,: Cahforrua

Highway Patrol: officer John MaSOn :

According.to;Tepotss from the, Alpine Coun,-I
ty.-Sheriff’ si@ffice;.39-year-0ld David Osler:

' said he was driving-alone o _r,Statc Route 4
at about 10 p.m. Thursday when he swerved to.
miss:some- deer.

His car plummeted over:a: more than 50 foot
high cliff about 1/5 of a ‘mile east of Cascade
Creek near the 8,000-foot level. The car came
to rest on a steep bank covered with loose
rocks and bouldets about 300 feet’ off the
highway.:
~ Osler said'he was thrown from the car and
continued td'bounce.and roll another 20 feet.

- The victim spent the night in the rocks. On
- Friday morning he was able to crawl up to his
.Dodge Ram truck where he was spotted by a

' passing motorist who reported the 1nc1dent to,
officials.

Workers from Alpme County, the hlghway
patrol, Markleeville, Woodfords and Bear
Valley all reported to'the scene.

Mason said rescue’¢crews used a stablhzmg
jacket, a bac_kboard and a sled stretcher tied to
‘a tow truck {6 bring_ Qsl up. to the roadway.
The rescue took about 40 minutes,

Osler was taken by ambulance to a landing

~zone at Ken eéservoir where he was trans-
ferred to CARE Flight and‘axrhfted to Washoe
Medical Cent :
Alpine s,--saxd the v1ct1m was

alert and responsive when he was rescued. He

was said to have cuts and bruises, was dehy-

drated from spendmg the night outside, and

complained of pain in the neck, back chest
' and pelvxc area. N
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Abused I
failed by
2 counties

By Brian MAFFLY K&O(C (!DQ et

Tnbune Staff Writer

Letlsla Ortiz fell through the
cracks between two states™ ch11d
protection systems.

A lack of coordination between
Douglas and Alpine county authori-
ties in monitoring the 4-year-old
. girl’s abusive family life may have
hastened her death, allegedly at the
hands of her alcoholic mother; ‘ac-

- cording to.a piivate attorneg
tained to investigate“Adpine-
ty’s handling of the case.. ..

And weak comfimunication:
Alpine’s law enforcement agey
shielded Terry Jeéan’ Garcia-Ortiz
27-year-old mother of seven,’
prosecution-on child abuse cha
states a report prepared by S
mento attorney Christopher Lee.

‘The Alpine Board:of Superv1sofs 4
See ABUSE, Page 7A 5|
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Abu s e VQQC T (Q'L\r e .’—then resided with her husband near

Glidlay

Continued from: Page 1A

hired Lee, at a cost of $7,000, to’

help the county identify deficiencies
in its child protection services in the
wake of Letisia’s March 27 death
from a head injury inflicted by a
bottle. -

“It was to find out what went
wrong,” board chairman Don Jar-
dine said. “We never want this to
happen again.”

Alpine supervisors on Fnday Te-
leased an edited copy of the Lee re-

"port with the namies of the victim

and her faniily blacked out,

Alpine County mtervened :1_n thev

Ortiz f;

respon%r% 10
and fgun
Aprilqi‘{Q'

took. custodonf Letisia and two of

her sisters after reviewing evidence
that’ mcluded bite marks around the
face of one of the children and
burns on the tops of her feet. .

~ However, no criminal probe was.
launched at this time. = ‘
A year and a half later at a Jan.

24 Superior Court hearing; Judge
Harold Bradford returned Letisia
and a sister to Garcia—_O;tiz, who

|
. entp

Genoa, Just across the state line in’

Nevada.

A repreSentative from the Pit
River tribal community, Elvira Ro-
driguez, urged the court to return all
four children then in protective cus-
tody with relatives, Lee reported.

The children’s court-appointed at-’

torney offered no objection, while
the Department of Social Services

argued to delay the children’s re-

Observing that state law requires
family reunification at the earliest
possible time, Bradford agreed to
return two girls, ‘but ruled to keep

the Ortiz’” two oldest children in the .

court’ s custody. The youngest of
childr

Alpine officials tried to get Do
glas, the Ortiz’ county of residence,
to take over the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>