




by Sheila Gard1ru,;r 

I received a telephone call this 
week from a regular reader of The 
Record-Courier who was very 
unhappy with the story we pub­
lished Oct.15 regarding the envi­
ronmental mess at the Leviathan 
Mine. 

The creek that flows through 
the site is contaminated with toxic 
poisons, containing levels of 
arsenic, mercury, copper, lead, 
zinc and other heavy metals in 
excess of state and federal water 
quality standards. 

It was her opinion that the 
reporter who wrote the story didn't 
do enough research. My caller 
claimed that more than $7 million 
has been spent to clean up the 
mine, which is high in the Sierra, 
and that fact was overlooked in the 
story. I invited her to write a letter 
to the editor, which is the way I 
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usually try to defuse unhappy sub­
scribers, but, so far, she has 
declined. 

At the same time she was talk­
ing with me, though, I'm thinking, 
"Road trip." 

In less time than it's taking me 
to write this, I planned an excur­
sion to Leviathan Mine with Com­
missioner Bernie Curtis and his 
w1fe Linda. 

We took off Wednesday morn­
ing, congratulating ourselves that 

· we have obligations which occa­
sionally mean driving through the 
Sierra on a glorious fall day. 

It takes about 45 minutes to get 
to the Leviathan Mine, and that's 
in a late model Suburban. As we 
climbed higher and higher, I 
couldn't help but imagine how 
kidney-crunching the trip must 
have been 125 years ago. The 
Leviathan Mine Road, south of 
Gardnerville, winds up through 
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the mountains, overlooking spec­
tacular scenery magnified by the 
brilliant fall foliage. " 

It didn't take too long, unfortu-' 
nately, to discover what all the 
fuss is about with regard to the 
long-abandoned sulphur mine. 

Leviathan Creek, which runs 
alongside the road through Indian 
land and U.S. Forest Service prop­
erty on its way to the Carson 
River, is tinged a bright shade of 
goldenrod. 

At first, you suspect it might be 
aspen leaves, because, after all, it's 
late October. But this yellow 
sludge is not the product of the 
changing seasons. This stuff is 
nature's nightmare, making its 
way downstream. 

We didn't know what to expect 
when we got to the mine. The gate 
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' Douglas County officials were 
reminded recently of one of the 
eastern Sierra Nevada's dirtiest lit­
tle secrets. 

by the California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, while the 
creek passes through Indian and 
U.S. Forest Service land before 
emptying into the Carson River's 

es of the Carson River's East Fork 
a wild and scenic stream. 

Curtis suggested meeting with 
the Alpine County board of super­
visors to discuss possible action 
on the creek. 

Now they're interested in meet­
ing with one of the secret's other 
keepers, the Alpine County Board 
of Supervisors. 

The secret is Leviathan Creek, a 
foul waterway that has been all but 
destroyed by the contaminants 
from Leviathan Mine that have 
leaked into it. The old sulfur mine, 
in the mountains about 25 miles 
southeast of Gardnerville, dis­
charges a laundry list of toxins 
into the creek. 

Leviathan Creek makes its way 
from Alpine County to Douglas 
County, where it empties into the 
East Fork of the Carson River. 
That connection inspired Douglas 
County commissioners to ~uggest 
Thug,qay .the·. ~ounty .sh()uld or~a­
riizejoine so1't of disti11sioh6ri 
\'vhrit can be done to clean< up the 
creek. 

"The creek has yellow water, 
there are no fish in it, it smells and 
all of the trees along it are dying," 
said Commissioner Bernie Curtis. 
"There may be an item that we 
need to step up to the plate ( on) 
and address." 

The mine site is now managed 

East Fork. 
The Carson River is the source 

of much of the Carson Valley's 
water, and the comrnissioneq said 
they're leery of what impacts 
Leviathan Creek could have on 
that. 

"We could very well have full 
and complete control of a river 
that's unsafe to drink from," said 
Commissioner Kelly Kite. 

"I find it interesting that there's 
talk of creating, a wild and scenic 
river, but the water is unsafe to 
touch," added Commissioner 
Jacques Etchegoyhen: 

"The bully pulpit can often get 
things done," agreed Etchegoyhen. 
"I think we can be effective with 
the Alpine board of supervisors." 

The commissioners told Com­
munity Development Director Bob 
Nunes to take a field trip to the 

"offensive stream, but didn't set a 
firm date for meeting with the 
Alpine supervisors. 

The U.S. Forest Service is con­
sidering declaring the upper reach-

\ ____ ~---==-------

The mine site is being consid­
ered for inclusion on the federal 
Superfund list. Officials are hop­
ing to treat some of the w,Her from 
it within the next few weeks to 
mitigate its effects if the ponds at 
the site overflow next spring. 
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was unlocked, however and there 
were trailers and heavy equipment 
in an area marked as an "Environ­
mental Protection Agency com­
mand post." 

The atmosphere seemed casual 
- no snarling German shepherds 
or G-men to confiscate Linda's 
camera or my notebook. 

We met a friendly woman from 
San Francisco who is working at 

. the site as an EPA consultant. All 
she could tell us, though, was that 
we had to leave becau_se we were 
on a hazardous ground and 
weren't properly dressed (no hard­
hats or steel-toed boots,) nor had 
we completed the 40-hour safety 
·course. 

She gave us a few phone num­
bers, exchanged pleasantries, ·and 
w "t. 

s 
Fork 

with 
per­
tion 1 

get 
:ien. 
vith 

)m-
3ob 
the 
!t a 
the 

:id­
~ral 
:>p­
orn 
to 
at 

It reminded me of the kind of 
conversation you might have with 
someone you just met on vacation 
- promises to Write, trading pic­
tures of the kids. 

Then she escorted us off the 
site. 

Getting the heave-ho is one of · 
the occupational hazards of my 
job. People tell me I'm trespass­
ing, it's none of my damn busi- . 
ness, or they promise to call me 
right back. But it's very discon-• 
certing to be standing in the bril­
liant Sierra sunshine, in the middle 
of the what's arguably the most 
beautiful scenery on earth, and be 
told I might be in peril. 

My "X-Files"-inspired imagina-, 
tion noticed right away that there 
were no birds singing in the lovely 
autumn afternoon, or any other 
obvious signs of wildlife. 

We made a few stops on the 
way out, looking down at the huge 

cavity and snapping photographs , 
of the giant retention ponds which ; 
hold 15 million gallons of acid 
drainage from the mine. During 
spring runoff, the ponds overflow, ; 
sending anywhere from an esti- ' 
mated 3 million to 7 million gal­
lons of toxin-laced water into 
Leviathan Creek. 

It doesn't take a 40-hour safety 
. course or a journalism degree, 
however, to figure out where that 
water's headed. With all due 
respect to my te1ephone caller, this 
_stuff is evil and is making its way 
downstream. 

Here's my scientific opinion: 
it's thickand foul and smells bad. 

I don't w_ant to drinlc it, bathe in 
.it, launder with it, give it to my 
dog or even serve it to people I 
don't like very much. 

If someone, indeed, has in~est­
ed $7 million in cleanup, there 
ought to .be a refund. · 



Leviathan 
by Sheila Gardner 

I received a telephone call this 
week from a regular reader of The 
Record-Courier who was very 
unhappy with the story we pub­
lished Oct.15 regarding the envi­
ronmental mess at the Leviathan 
Mine. 

The creek that flows through 
the site is contaminated with toxic 
poisons, containing levels of 
arsenic, mercury, copper, lead, 
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Toxic water: Cold~r temperatures force end to treatment 
project; team will return to Alpine County mine site in spring 
by Sheila Gardner 
Staff Writer · 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency is abandoning the cleanup site at 
the Leviathan Mine for the winter as 

colder temperatures bring an end to _an 
experimental water treatment system .. · 

"We thought we'd be here for a month 
or so with this treatment system, but the 
solids are too much for our centrifuge. 
We're getting a little ice on the ponds and 

reek's foul sludge may be making;c; 
usually try to defuse unhappy sub­
scribers, but, so far, she has 
declined. 

At the same time she was talk­
ing with me, though, I'm thinking, 
"Road trip." 

In less time than it's taking me 
to write this, I planned an excur­
sion to Leviathan Mine with Com­
missioner Bernie Curtis and his 
wife Linda. 

We took off Wednesday morn­
ing, congratulating ourselves that 
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the mountains, overlooking spec­
tacular scenery magnified by the 
brilliant fall foliage. 

It didn't take too long, unfortu­
nately, to discover what all the 
fuss is about with regard to the 
long-abandoned sulphur mine. 

Leviathan Creek, which runs 
alongside the road through Indian 
land and U.S. Forest Service prop-

THE 

was unlocked, howevef@;iclther? 
were trailers and ht:a:vy ~gµipµieril · · 
in an area marked as art '' ,, " " 
mental Protectign Aiiiify, 
mand post." 

The atmosphere•}eefif't(-k .... 
- no snarling Gemi;m sh.iipli,en}i 
or G-men to confiscate Lirida1s ii 
camera or my noteb~bk. ft .. e;; i' 

We met a friendlv wom'af\'frnrn · 



I: 

EEKE 

COUNTY'S 

Toxic water: Cold~r temperatures force end to treatment 
project; team will return to Alpine County mine site in spring 
by Sheila Gardner 
Staff Writer · 

Leviathan Creek's foul sludge may be making'0Il!~i~,il¥';:(ij\f,I ... ucit::~> 
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by Sheila Gardner 

I received a telephone call this 
week from a regular reader of The 
Record-Courier who was very 
unhappy with the story we pub­
lished Oct.15 regarding the envi­
ronmental mess at the Leviathan 
Mine. 

The creek that flows through 
the site is contaminated with toxic 
poisons, containing levels of 
arsenic, mercury, copper, lead, 
zinc and other heavy metals in 
excess of state and federal water 
quality standards. 

It was her opinion that the 
reporter who wrote the story didn't 
do enough research. My caller 
claimed that more than $7 million 
has been spent to clean up the 
mine, which is high in the Sierra, 
and that fact was overlooked in the 
story. I invited her to write a letter 
to the editor, which is the way I 

usually try to defuse unhappy sub­
scribers, but, so far, she has 
declined. 

At the same time she was talk­
ing with me, though, I'm thinking, 
"Road trip." 

In less time than it's taking me 
to write this, I planned an excur­
sion to Leviathan Mine with Com­
missioner Bernie Curtis and his 
wife Linda. 

We took off Wednesday morn­
ing, congratulating ourselves that 
we have obligations which occa­
sionally mean driving through the 
Sierra on a glorious fall day. 

It takes about 45 minutes to get 
to the Leviathan Mine, and that's 
in a late model Suburban. As we 
climbed higher and higher, I 
couldn't help but imagine how 
kidney-crunching the trip must 
have been 125 years ago. The 
Leviathan Mine Road, south of 
Gardnerville, winds up through 
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the mountains, overlooking spec- was unlocked, how~verap.dthe;g\. 
tacular scenery magnified by the were trailers and hy:iyY.~9Wifo1ent ·-
brilliant fall foliage. in an area mar~ed as ~TI(\/ .. 

It didn't take too long, unfortu- mental Protect10nA:gyi:igy; 

mx c,,::::\;~ nately, to discover what all the mand post." > ·•·.•••· 
fuss is about with regard to the The atmosphere·seeirte~: •. ,.·theiiOctt 

:~~~r:~:~~~~::r~E~an ~:£~:;~h!~~~~~r •.,·.'· .. ,·•:••·.···•.··.· .... ·.·.• ..... •.:.1n·,·.:.·.•.· .. = .. •.·.•e··e•."·•g· ... •.".~.rt•.'.· .. h·,•·-'~.,.:.m'._:._ •. ·t.'.: ... · ....•. t.·b ... •.,·.o_g··e·:.·:.·:.·:s,·ar,·-.o,.·,.;.·.'···-t:-c·.~ .. tho···'".':".·•_~.· •. '.e.e ... ·.·.,·.~ .•• -...•. · .• !:ef f.f' land and U.S. Forest Service prop- We met a friendly"YQtp~p;p~•,' : _ ,A; 
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River, is tinged a bright shade of the site as an EPA consultant. All Hant Sierrasµrishiil 
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At first, you suspect it might be we had to leave becausewe:,we:t~\>,. 
aspen leaves, because, after all, it's on a hazardous ground and'":' .... 
late October. But this yellow weren't properly dressed (no bai-d-
sludge is not the product of the hats or steel-toed boots,)rfor had . 
changing seasons. This stuff is we completed the 40-hour safety 
nature's nightl]-lare, making its course. 
way downstream. She gave us a few phone num-

We didn't know what to expect bers, exchanged pleasantries, and 
when we got to the mine. The gate we left. · " way out,'fookil:lg dowp'at;thehuge'''' · ought to be 
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Well, okay, yoti got my altcn-
tion 'with your c{Jltimnabout the 
Lcvbthan tR·C Oct: 25). 

My ubjcction t<i Chereh's article 
(Oct. 151 anJ to YOlir editorial· 
(OcL 25 ), Ehe latter of which sort 
or rnudc my(.•ase for i11y objection·· 
to the fe>rm~r, has to do with the . 
use of "hype" worcts•in wJ1ut I con­
sider 10 be in;Jppropriate context. 
For example, the title i1f your cdi-

. tori,il: ··t1.wia1han Creek's foul 
sludge may be makir1g its way to a . 
faucet near )'Ott.': Now, in reality, 
you know. qr additifo1aJ research 

. . ·. would iitfonn you, ihat this iiirnply . 
. . js n;,t so, Ntl!' is imy◊ne ex.peeling .· 

. (hm you, or anyone else. should 

• 
I 

· "dtink it, bathe in it, launder with 
it, give it lo (yout) dog of even· 

· serve it to people (you) don·l like 
very much:' 

I have the same reaclion to 
Cherel:fs headline that:'Leviathan · 
Cr.eek is sewer of toxic poisons 
which threatens Carsor1 River." 

· Those are Chicken Little, "the 
sky is falling" scare tactics am.I it 
drives me nuts when U1e media 
use.s this :lpptoach lo get their 
readers' attention. · 

Leviathan Creek is a mess, no . 
questit)n ,ibout that. But it is not 
harming the East Fork of the Ciir­
son River and I feel that it is irre­
sponsible tokad the public io 

· belkve that their dri1iking/ . • . 
bathing/laundering/diig wateriiig 
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or fishing water in the East Fork is ;T11i:s w~t:-, a big prnhlein to lwgin 
being contaminatedaodto give with and there's_n<l sue-fl thing as a 
them undue cause for cow.;ern. .· .· ''quick fix.'' They 1,iartcd :seriously 
Accor<ling to Cl11is Stetler, prnjci:t addres~ing the pt'obJcm in the · 
mumLgm· for the Lahoman Region- · · early .l 9R0s and have put about S7 
al Water Quality Ci)ntrol .Board •. rnillion into <.·orrcc\ivc action: lt · · 
staff, "The negative (acklmiru.: · ha;:;n·i worked as well as the,,• 

·. drainage) irnpac.:ts are tr:aceablc {O hoped it Wottld. bill. 11f cuui';c, j l 
Bryant Creek bul by the lin1c it · wasn 'i 11liill t'xactly ,is dl'sig:nc<l .. 
gets into the East Fork, it is diluted either. N1.:vcrtheli:ss. I Lhi11k 1lw •·· 

. so thtll we don't see any rm:asur- . d(lCllllientation is thcr('. th;.1t!hi:: sit" . 
able impacts." . . . untior1 is mud1 impr~wed C)ver 

That Wils iii~ r0ason I cailocl and what it wi1s in the 1950s mid 
tal kcd to H1e editor about ii, But· . 1960s. And they are still seeking 

. ·as long as I'ri1 writil1g this, there . siilutions. both short and font' 
me a couple of things I might as. term, to mini mi~,• the impuct. 
well add. • t!trouglwut the draiitagc .. 

r r .. • 
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• Nfayht: tlicre ,fii,uld be a. And one other parting thought·. 
"rdu11d" on lfH: S.7 111i Ui1111. hu1 The Stale of C,ilifornla h,is put up 

· ,wnirdin1,•tZi yprlf· qut1k oi' Daniel a ~ignil\can1 ·amnunt of money to 
Sul\.'r or lli:.· FnYinmilH'!ll:11 Protec ~i,Jw this pi·oblcm. Anaconda put 
!itin :\r<.:IJ•.·y, !hi~ f(P;\ ;,pd1r · · u11 ;i significant ainount of money. 
S iODJ)Oi\ 1h is n1nn1!r i,t i!ic ;;ik and . Now the EPA is plan11ing to pul up ·· 
didn '1 :i<:,'Pmpli~h w11{1t !ht•y h(ipd2t a signifi~:,mt amoum nr rn<mcy. · .. · 
~·ith~\r hcc.w,,,: ··ttii: ~ysl\:111 dc\'cl- .H was Nevad::t and Lyon County 
npetl by ,,11g1nc,ir~ _in lx,s 1\ngcks (tcigetbcr williAnaconda) who 

. di<l11'1 lake imo ,\~(;Olllll Jile coltkr reaped the economic benefits 
\\'Ca!r1cr. f k i·stitri;;t(:d Jcmpef'.i- through the use of Hie ::;ulfur ,lt lhe . 
ttfrc<:u the n1in(; ;,j[(.• ,11.11i~t i,hO\\'. dipper mine {Illd plant at Weed 
f1n:1:iM.·· Heights. · • 

· Wdl~ thcr r: '<, i, no-hrai11d: !Clll· B11t so far ,is I have been able m 
pu:1tiire,, jn°t above fr<:ci:ini! ~,1. dctennine,she Stale of Nevaau 
7Jl0() r,HH •'.·lc~i1lion iri the 5ikrra . ·· ha:rn 't put ujl ti dime. 
at the end nlOciuh:c Alt'.H:[,;ngi- . . 
1icc,:-: :,;1,p11w,,·d to l<ill)\i these sorts· ·.·Editor's note: Nancy TtH:>rnburg 
1)C thing·•' 'd;iyhe, tht'n, !hc·rl: is a resident of Markleeville, · · · .. 
Oll,!!IH to bL· ;1 rdp11d here as w,~IL Cal[f. Rr,6<i:.l(ton.tr tt/d'l 7 .· .· 
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~lpine G,ounty .Sheriffs,qeputiesand. searc_h aq9.rl::i~i:',,Cessn~· .:'206. Thu~sday .. The vvrecki1ge ·was found 
cueteam members·comb.through the wreckage·ot:a:,.1 r;iear·sonsetLakes: .. _: Searchers ... ·.. triev~ · .. ).• ... ·. i . ·. . Site 
BY JODY RICE 
Appeal Staff Writer 

Authorities confirmed Thursday th~t 
the charred wreckage found in the Sier­
ra ,Wednesday was that of a missing 
Cessna 206. 

But positive identification of the four 
bodies removed from the .crash site won't 
b.e i Ilia.de until autopsies can be per­
fort;ned . and dental records examined, 
said Cynthia Ryan, spokeswoman for the' 
Nevada Wing of the Civil Air Patrol. ·. · 

For .. 10 days, the families· functioned 
on hopt=i their loved ones would be found 
alive ·in the rugged Sierra terrain. On 
the' '11th. day, the missing aircraft was. 
discovered near SunsetLakes. 

"The waiting is too much," said Terry 
Lukas, mother of Ron Lukas, 36, the 
pilot, before hearing the confirmation. "I 
would feel better if we would just h~ar 
something." . . 

Nita· Montgomery said_ . she met Ron 

Please see RETRIEVE, BACK PAGE 
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and Lisa Lukas a. year and a half 
ago through mutual friends. She 
had plans elebr3:te .Lisa ¼~~,S: 

! birthday\ .the co1:iplf.Jh~•$:rsf 
: night the '\,yas.'@:!~s~g: ·f•''",!i'•'" 

She. re the caring way Lisa 
would h e business .atthe cou-
ple's store/Nevada Je:welers and 
Loan in Carson City. Often, cus­
tomers who were on a fixed income 
would conie .. in to pawn family 
treasures to cover expenses until a 
check was due. Then they would 
buy the items back. 

"They would do it to make ends 
meet," Montgomery said. "They 
had a.lot of repeat customers be­
cause they were so fair." 

. Lisa Lukas would routinely give took off·· frofu the Mind~~-Tahoe I 

the customers a better deal than Airport Oct\26. For 1.isa'!l l:>irth­
maybe she should have - just be- day, the four were hea.deg1 to · 

. cause; Montgomery said. . Clements, Calif. to visit :Ron's dad 
"They are just extremely cari~g and · Steve's mom, who Hve an,d 

people," she said. "It is a real trili~ · own a restauraJit together. ·• 
ute to,themhow•m~y pe~pl ·An;> Alpip.e .. Countr searcli ancl 
called . ~rnhoffered .to •.. ~!:llp: idie crew v.tentout to the wreck" 
are,peopl~,•people. They,W~li~~ . ;ite, about a half a nrile•.north 
tune with peopJe,: They J1ad,9 lower Sunset. Lak~,•: \igain. 
because of the business they're in," Thursday morning. A •· cursot#t • 

Once : the bodies ,are officially •··•search .was ·done . Wednesday but/ • 
identified, Ron and 38~year~old · darkness halted the investigation/ 
Lisa Lukas will likely be buried in R.J; Lukas, Ron's father, made · 
Pennsylvania, where Lisa's family_ the identification of the <plane 
is, said Terry Lukas... · about 2:15 p.m. Thursday .. 

1 

A memorial would also take The charred plane was found in 
place in Carson City, ~he said. a· canyon. Officials of the .N atio~al 

Roommates Eric Schleier, 32, . Traffic Safety Board and the Fed-,. 
and · Steve Schantz, 34, were on eral Aviation Administration Ji~it~ 
the red and white Cessna 206 that · ed the site: . 



t-;ec.orcl Cw CV I 

St:,arcI1 ell Kl f (')S{;ll8 H.·H:lll t lTl0111 ~)EHS comb ',U·rro~1:g1r111a wre)GN~~e ;qy:.1rsd~r R"'O, NeW\,' $ervi~e photo '~y Rid, Gunn 
f ' , I- t , ' 'I ,1(,' l > If \ 'I,, ,,,1c,,',,.' I,·,, :; ,-_, , ··1 Ji •... ,. 

I }, · · Ii-, 
lbJf J~dly Ri~e 
Frc; News Service 

Authorities c'cmfirmcd Thursday that 
the charred wreckage found in the 
qiena Wedne.f;day was tllal of a miss­
ing Cc:,isna 29,6; 

· But positive identi fi,.)aUon of the 

"&1_, : ?_'._ ), ' ·' . . ' 

three_ bodies temove<;l fr'0i11 foe citish 
site woult be. niade m1til,autopsies 'can 
be perfoqpcxt and tlental{ecords exmn­
ined, said Cynthia Ryan,,iSpokeswon1an 
for the Nevada Wing of\he Civil Air 
Patrol. 

For! 0 duys, the families functioned 
· on hope ttieh, l9ved ones would be 

fQ~tii.t aliye in the rµgged Sierra terrain. 
,On the Hth clay, the missing aircnift 
was discovered near Sunset Lakes. 

"The wait'iug is too rnuch,'' :;aid 
Terry Lukas,, mother of Ron Luka~, J(1, 

the pi\ot, before hearing the confirma­
tion. l'I· wQtd4 fee_! better if we would 
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See Crash on page 6 
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'Nita M.o,11tgqinety sa\d, slw Jin~t 
Ron and Lisa Lukasa year arid a 
half ago through mbtual frieh1s. 
She had plans, to celebrate 'tisa 
Lukas' birthday with the co11ple 
the first night the plane was miss­
lllg. 

She recal Is the caring way Lisa 
would handle business at the cou­
ple's store, Nevada Jewelers and 
Loan in Carson City. Often, cus­
tomers wJ10, were, on a: fixed 
income w.ou.ld come in to .p,aw~1 
family treasures :t\J, coyer exp<'wses 
until ,,l c:l1cc:k Wijl/i, due. Tb.en tl1ey 
would buy the items bad~. ·,, , .. , . , , 

"Tl~ey W.?'!lq;ct9;1,t :~q ll_l~i,s~ ~Mi 
1neet, '.';Montgomery ,said: .. ,'''I'l1ey 
hA~:;~J?tCo'f, 1\cipeA\,,<;:9s'.t9,_1~~rs: 
bechu,se: t11ey.wii·~; s~:if<J.ir." :, ' , · · 

••i,•,j;'/,:-' :: ::: .. ' · .: · i. -·,.. I,, 

i < J· . 
:.,,,vsal.;~l1Ka$ would ro4,tiilely give 
tll~if) ' 'tt1.e1,·s 3:·.. .te1p/deal tha11 ma . sl1.c( , te )just 
bee. .,· .. ,·•. ·•. ontgo1-i-it!1Y:S~id. ;;(' 

"T 16'i) are jusf¢*h-en1ely faring 
people," she said. "It is a real trib­
ute to theinboyv n;iaqy P,fOple hav:e 
called andC9ffer_¢d)o qelp. They 
are people, p~opli!. Th~Y. were i11 
tune with people,. The/had to t)e 
because of the bi1sine_ss they' re 
in. 11 

Once the bodies are officially 
identified, Ron and,J8iyear-old 
Lisa !Lukas Will'likely·l;>e buried 'in 
Pennsylvania, where L~Sa''sfafuily, 
is, ,said TerryiLukas;,!,. ~,<[·, ii.'' : 

Amemori;i:tl ,woul~;\a1J,~o,take 
plac~,in1Cru·,sqnHDity;sli~.:said.;,,,._, 

,E.09mmati!1>,iEri9riSshl~i('l!1,'13J,. 
an,t~ te;x,~ .~cJ111g~z, J4, ,we1'.e o:p,Jhe 
req ,a,1g,,1y tite ,,c;:e;i~qp. ,J0,6,,l~~f:lt 

! 1 1 l 

tppk; ,gffJrpIJ1 tlie Mip,de11~l)l,/10t; 
Airport Oct. 26. For Lisa's pirth­
day, t,he four were:. beflded to 
Clements, Cali( to· visit Ron's 
dad and,Stev~;s mom, who live [1 
and own a restatii·ant togethir. i',1 

An Alpine County search and !1 
rescue crew went out to the:wreck- j'.1 

age site, about a half a mi1e north 'I 
of lower Sunset Lake, again i 
Thursday morning. A cursory Ri 

!!/ 
search was done Wednesday but !ii 

· darkness halted the investigation. l 
R.J. Lukas, Ron's fatheI, made'.~ 

the identificatioH of the plane ,j ' . ,1, 

about 2: 15. p.n:i,. Jhu\·sday, , ' ~ 
The, charrnd ,plm1e Mias foun~ in j 

a cg1fi~f~1;:2ft~;~,H~~I~tj~i .Tr~ffic ! 
$pfet;;.B19,~·d;i~Pc!JI1f lr;tr5lpr,a},,Ayi- '! 
a!~~~\l }\p1nrwstr~~~8~,\c~is,i,\f?,511e ,, ,I 
site. , · · · .· ·· .. ;,\ 



CANS AND BOXES. Douglas High School stu­
dents collected more than 800 non-perishable 
food items for the Carson Valley Community 
Food Closet. The Associated Student Body is 
grateful to the community for helping to make 

hanks, arson 
EDITOR: 
_ The Douglas High School Associated Student 

Body would like to thank the community for its par­
_ticipation and donations during last week's "trick-
or~treating for cans" food drive. · 

The community helped us raise more than 800 
. cans and boxes of non-perishable food items for the 

Carson Valley Con:imunity Food Closet. · · 

the "trick-or-treating for cans" a success. 
Featured above are, left to right, Brady Ovard, 
Casey Condron, Brieanna Cross, Molly 
Greenberg (top) and Jeanne Corbit. OHS 
photo 

a.11-ey,· for food 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

all those who so ·generously donated. 
Casey Condron, Molly Greenberg, 

Brady Ovard, ~rieanna Cross 
and Jeanne Corbit 

Douglas High School 
Associated Business Council 

Nov. 6 



.. i ~t19J•$~. . 11,\.ine ijO~l'ds ,. •av·: :h·old jo,i:nt;i·ril.8f#_li·ng· 
by, Christy: Chalm~rs. 
R-C News Service . · 

'·,· ' 

· · from it flows. into ·Douglas County 
. through Leviathan Creek; •which 

empties info the East Fork of the Cai-
Douglas County Commissioners son River. . . ' 

may meet w:ith Alpine County Super- Alpine officials also indicated an 
visors in December to discuss issues interest in discussing potential chal-
such as Leviathan Mine and law lenges by the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
enforcement. . Tribe to the Alpine Decree and Car-

The Douglas commissioners said son River usage. 
· in October they'd like to meet with Douglas County Manager Dan 
. , f4e .Alpine board, and agreement to Holler said Mop.day that a tentative 

s11ch a meeting, was returned Nov. 5. · date of Dec. 2is being looked at for a 
Items up for discussion include meeting. He said the meeting will 
Leviathan Mine, a·mutual aid agree- probably take place in Douglas 
me.nt for law enforcement, and County, though it hasn't been con-
A'lpine County's interest in renting '· firmed. 
space in the juvenile hall Douglas Douglas commissioners are also 
County is creating. being polled for discussion topics. 

Leyiathan Mine has drawn atten- The board agreed Thursday Holler 
tion lately because of efforts to clean .. should set up a meeting, and iµso said 
it up. The old sulfur mine is located they would submitpossible topics for 
in -{\lpine County, but polluted water it. 

·. Nov·tz., \qql 

'l 

'l 

Sandra Jim 
Visitation will .be •held today 

from 6 to 8 p.m. at Walton's 
Chapel of the Valley in Carson 
City for Sandra Jim. A funeral ser­
vice will be tomorrow, Nov. 13 at . . , .. 
11 a.m. . . 

Sandra Jim died on Nov. 8 in 
Woodfotds at the age of 54. Inter­
ment will be at the Stewart Indian 
Cemetery in Carson City. 

She was born on June 21, 1943 
to Greeley and· Velma Jim. She 
had been a student at the Stewart 
Indian School and lived in Carson 
City all her life. 

She enjoyed dancing, music and 
spending time witp her family. 

Survivors include her mother 
Velma Jim of Carson City; son 
Euo-ene Aaron Sampson, Reno; 
da;ghters Roxanne McCormick, 
Carson City, Marcie Frank, Yer-

. ington,' and Lorinda Wyatt, Reno; 
sister Mary Harrison, Gard­
nerville; brothers Rocky Jim and 
Vernon Jim, both of Carson City, 
and Glen Jim, Dresslerville; four 

grandchildren; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. · 

.Walton's Douglas County Mor­
tuary in Minden is in charge of 
arrangements. 



-~,J ~ct~r 
uks{q, 

Elly Andrews 
A memorial service for Elly E. 

Andrews, 71, who died Nov. 10 in 
Dayton, was held yesterday at 
Walton's Chapel of the Valley in 

r-i:Carson Cify. · · 
She was born Oct. 27, 1926 in 

Ensberg, Germany, to Joseph and 
Anna Weiss· Aberle,'and married 
Robert Andrews in Chicago, Ill.; 
on Dec. 9, 1944. . 
· Mrs_., Andrews had. lived in 
,Gardner:ville for the last six years, 
previously residing.in Carson C1ty 
and Markleeville, Calif. . 

She was a retired dental office 
; receptionist and had been a mem­

ber of the Lutheran Churdt. 
M~s. Andrews is survived by 

' her husband Robert of Carson 
City; daughters Carol Pacesas of 
Phoenix, Ariz., and · Susan 
Ancb;ews of Sparks;. brother Fred­
erick Aberle, who lives in Wash­
ingtoni anµ. three grandchildren. 

Arrangements were handled by 
Waltoµ' s Chapel of the Valley and 

. Walton's Carson Sierra Crematory 
in Carson City. 

'I, ~~~-&xs<C% tlU1/ct7. _ . _ . _ _ . _. _ _ . . .... · . . 

sp·eclal events~td.taise fund$ fo'r'·Atpine Kids 
' - • • •. ,.-. , • • • • • • ,. I • ,.. •• 

· Alpine Children's Center-will 
benefh from two special events . 
coming :U,p-soon. 
· Turkey Bingo and a raffle will 

be held Friday, Nov. 21, 7.:10 
p,m., at Tintle Rock Park. · 
. Cost is 25· cents a gam.e or tive 
cards for·$1. Desserts and bever-'­
ages· will be.available. Free child 
care. will be offered at the chi-I-

dren;s center;: . 
. Bingo prizes· are Uianksgiving 

turkeys, and numerous raffle 
prizes:will be·giveii away. For 
inrormation, .call (916) 694-:2466 
or 694-2390. , · · · 

·At Gues.t Chef N1ght Dec. 8, 
diners. will be ·able to: partake of 
Edie Veatch' s · pork tenderloin 
with stuffing, mashed potatoes, . 

·- ' . . . 

gravy ·abd appiesauce, plus 'salad, 
·beverage and dessei:fl'of$1:!fs·. .. 
. Alpine Children;.s Center will 

· receive $5 from· eyery dinµer sold. 
The~ Gues( Chef.Night, will be 

· offered starting at5 .:p.µL at: the 
Alpine Restaurantin Markleeville, .· 

. C.alif. . 

For ipformation; call Veatch at 
694-29~4 or 694-2390. 



·i _ .~\~- &xs,~ H[C<tlzq · .·· .. ·· .· . . . · . . · . . · · . . .. · .. · .. · _· · ._ ' 1 

·. __ S.pecial everits.tora.i.se·tunds for Alpine. Ki:ds 
. Alpine Children's Center-will 

benefit fron::t two special everits 
. comilig ;:up-soon: . . 

· Turkey Bingo and a raffle will 
be-l;ield Friday, Nov: 21, 7-10 
p,m., at Turtle Rock Park. · . 

Cost is 25 cents a gam.e or five · 
cards for $L Desserts and bever­
ages• will be available. Free child 

. care. will be offered at the chil-

. Bingo prizes are Uianksgiving 
turkeys, and numerous raffle 
prizes. will be given away. For 
information, call (916) 694~2466 
or 694.:2390. , · · 
.. At Gues:t Chef Night Dec. 8, 

diners will be'able to partake of 
Edie Veatch's.pork tenderloin 
with stuffing, mashed potatoes, -

: • - .- • 1- • ., • 

gravy ahd applesauce,· plt1s salad, 
·beverage and des~en: fo{$'1:95. . · 

Alpine·Childrenis Center will 
· receive $5 from·ev:ery qil1J1.ei;: sold. 
the: Guest Chef N1ght0 will be 

· offered starting at:? .ji:µi. ,at. the 
Alpine Restaurant in Markleeville, 
Calif. . ·. · 

For information;. call Veatch at 
694-2934 or 694-2390. 

Wreath-·making at SClrensen.'s 
-. . _Gne of the faw>tite:holiday tradi. -~ . . i~ h?~e decoration. S f 0. r the Thanks.-. 

tions at Sorensen's Resort is_gather- g1vmg seaso11-- In_ the ~ecember 
ing· items for md then .malµng .fall ·. workshop,_ they_ w1ll,.~earn how to 

J'O and winter decorations._ • · · · ; . creat~ theff o":'Rhoh~<l;Y :wreath' , 
~ · This year,Sorens~n> i~ offeP?,g . swagor center:p1ece, usmg ~resh and 
~ two weekends· of classes on Nov. naturally p~e~erv~d matemils from 
c.,;., 22~23 (Thanksgiving theme) and , · -~ature. PartICipants can also employ 
§' Dec~ &T{Cli,nsliµas/Winter theµi:e):· 1te~s :brought from th_e gard~n of .. 

t
. · ·-···$·40··•·---"·' · _·.··. · .. -.. • th.e·mstru_ cto_r alon°-t1meres1dent-- Cost 1s per person. . . . . . , _ . . . . . . . . ,. 0 . . 

With artist and naturalist otane .. o;f Carson Valley. _ . 
Campbell, stud~nts will learn tp »se . , . To ~ake lodgmg and/or class 
the bomity ~f the season's harvest reservatlons~call (800) 423-9949 .. 



Alpine, Dollglas boards will· meet 
by Christy Chalmers 
R-C News Service 

· lik~ law enforcement, fire, para­
medic and 911 service. 

Alpine County supervisors also 

glas plans to convert one wing of 
the jail into a 14-cell facility that 
will hold boys and girls. 

Douglas and Alpine counties want to discuss the possibility of County commissioners have 
agreed to look at leasing space to· 
surrounding counties. The hall 
should.be ready in July 1998 .. 

have a lot more in common than . leasing space in the juvenile 
just a few miles of the California- detention.ball Douglas County is 
Nevada state line. creating at its Stateline jail. Dou- · 

They've got enough to justify a ·1-­
joint meeting between their g9v- · .. 
eming bodies that will take place ·· 
Tuesday morning in Douglas · 
County. · · 

The meeting was first suggested 
in October, when Douglas Cqunfy . 

. Commissioners were lamenting . 
Leviathan Mine and the pollutants 
it sends into Leviathan Creek, 
which empties into the Carson 
River. 

The mine is in Alpine County, 
about 25 miles southwest of Gard-

~ nerville, but Douglas commission­
ers say it ·could be just as much . 
Douglas County's problem 
because it's part of the Carson 
River's watershed. 

Discussions on dealing with the 
federal government and Leviathan 
Mine cleanup are planned. 

Other topics up for discussion 
include mutual aid agreements and 
contracts for emergency services 

~(too:\ ~fl~[ lllz.'ll~l -

1 f¾ffitd O:on~r H/ u;,fq1 
Sorensen's· · . 'sets M·u1r:·::.· ~1. 

p<>rtraYal(,. 
. lmagine sittinf by: it ~x:adiling 
fire, a 'glass 9r1Vine>and ·a fine 
meal. at hand, w<1.tching .the fire . 
light~play acr6si. the face pf one of 
the_·corintry's premi,er.'.tonser:va- , ; . 
tionists -~ .writers, Jolui Murr. ·· · 

Sore:iisei:t' s Resort welcomes 
back acto'r and playwright Lee 
Stetson on Saturday, Dec. 13 '"at 
two·dirin~r (orily) seatings. Stet­
son .will perfoiril his entertailllll.g 

· reenactment of this legendary mari 
at both the 6 p:m and 8 p.m .. seat-­
in.gs. at Sorenseri?.s Cafe. Reserv.a-' 

• tions ~~ r~<1Wrii<r'tt/:~{'.);;t'=f .. ; ··~ 
. ,. ~9reilse~~s lleSQ[l}S~ ~ itP,tooc 
settlemepJj~f~~biijs•·i()C~f_just·.· 

. east of tii'ei:ffigh'w~ys ss·'~a _89 
junction, ·app:roxin;iately 20)mles 
south of Lake Tahoe.· IJotratidrts 

. are- accepted and matched: by '. 
Sorensen's and coritribuJed to· I 

.• frien.ds off.{ClpeValley, ,,:: . 
. ··. For lodging and/or dinner reser-
. v~tions, ~alll-'800--423-9949.i . 
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Alpine Women 
Artists ofter 
Show and Sell 

Alpine· Women Artists, a 
newly-formed group of .artists and · 
artisans, extends an invitation. to 
area residents and visitors fo view 
a collection of original work at the 
Mountain and Garden Bed and 
Breakfast (Merrill House), 250 
Pony Express Road in Woodfords, 
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 1 to 5 p.m. 

"Enthusiasm among the moun­
tain crafts women has reached a 
high level, as their fingers wield 
scissors, pins, needles; pens, pen­
cils, paintbrushes, awls, scrapers, 
and burnishers upon fabric, paper, 
clay, feathers, beads, wood, 
leather, willows, and pine needles 
to evoke lasting impressions of the 
Alpine aura," said Gina Gigli, 

· Woodfords Hotel owned by Merrill family, c. 1925. Dangberg collection 

group spokesperson. 
. At this inaugural Show and Sell 

exhibit at the historic Merrill 
House, recently remodeled by 
Linda Merrill and Cathy Merrill, 
light holiday refreshments will be 
served hearth-side as guests enjoy 

the warm fire and hospitality 
offered by the artists. 

For additional information 
about Show and Sell, call Gigli at 
530-2253; Ellen Martin, (530) 
694-2360; or Linda Mwill, (530) 
694-0012. 



Kirkwood Scrubs Up For Company 
Big on deep snow and steeps, Kirkwood has drawn skiing purists for 25 years. Now, constructive 
surgery is turning Tahoe's best-kept secret into a prime vacation destination. By Ken Castle 

What will be: The $ I 1.5 million Lodge at Kirkwood, opening this season, is the nexus of the Mountain Village to be completed by 20~0. 

twas snowing°hard one day 
last April when Barry Sgarrella 
and his family:were at Kirk­
wood for their annual Easter 
ski fling. Rather than hibernate 

during the storm, they decided to look 
at investment property. They found that 
the resort was selling parcels for condo-­
miniums around its planned Mountain 
Village. Before the storm had lifted, 
Sgarrella had a handshake on a deal to 
build an upscale 38-unit residential and 
commercial project in what was then 
the core of the village. 

Sgarrella, a real-estate developer, is a 

long-time skier from Marin County in 
the San Francisco Bay Area and is among 
a growing cadre of people who are mak­
ing things· happen at Kirkwood. They 
are part of the turn-around team at Lake 
Tahoe's most underrated mountain, and 
they ate hoping that the resort will soon 
be something more than a remote corner 
of the northern Sierra Nevada. 

For 25 years, skiers at Kirkwood 
have been considered the daredevils of 
Tahoe-people with nerve enough to 
negotiate hair-raising mountain trails, 
sneer at radical dropoffs and spit in the 

. eye of swirling blizzards that dropped 

4 feet of snow in 24 hours. And those 
were just the motorists. 

Skiing the mountain-well, that was 
almost an afterthought. If you could 
drive over Carson Pass from Tahoe or 
over Carson Spur from the Central Val­
ley ( two of the most avalanche-prone 
sections of highway in California), you'd 
be content to hunker down, appreciate 
the virtue of seclusion and savor every 
moment of tripping through flour-like 
powder. If you weren't a skiing purist, 
there wasn't much else. Apres-ski? How 
about a Lowenbrau in the bar. Dining? 
There were burgers and steaks at the 
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Kirkwood Inn. Shopping1 Well, you 
could buy an extra pair of goggles, but 
that was about it. And for entertain­
ment you could read a few chapters of 
that five-pound Stephen King novel. 

Of course, Kirkwood has always had 
its loyalists, mostly the locals and 
cornice-jumpers from South Lake Tahoe 
who treat it like their private country 
club. On a typical Kirkwood day, there 
are no lines,' no hassles and lots of un­
groomed bowls. And the early season 
cognoscenti know that Kirkwood's 
7,800-foot base is a hedge against· 
droughts and paltry November or 
December storms. · 

But with little to offer except in­
credible skiing and a bunch of condo­
miniums, Kirkwood has been hanging 
on by a thread. The resort's remote loca­
tion-two hours from the nearest com­
mercial airport and 45 minutes from the 
lake-went against every notion of 
what it takes for a modern ski resort to 
thrive. Starting in 1994, a few things 
happened to change what was sounding 
like Kirkwood's losing playbook. 

The new million-dollar Children's Center 
in Timber Creek Lodge opens this season. 

irst, the access problem on the 
roads was largely eliminated 
when CalTrans installed so:tne 

new technology called the Gaz-Ex 
avalanche control system. No, it's not a 
laxative, it's a row of cannons or tubes 
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loyalists know that at Kirkwood there are no lines, no hassles and loads of ungroomed terrain. 

located along major avalanche chutes domitable spirit who thinks of winning 
that trigger blasts of oxygen -and over adversity in the same vein as catch-
propane to create contr9lled slides. . ing his second wind. But enough is 
Remotely, CalTrans crews can fire these_ enough. "It was a multi-million-dollar 
charges frequently to clear buildups lesson," he sighs. 
along Highway 88. Gaz-Ex is faster and 'k;._, Happily, the tide turned again. Dur­
easier than tossing hand charges or '''ta,g_ the summer, the robust demand for 
shooting projectiles, and comes in handy mo~tain property brought three new 
during those record years when Kirk- developers to Kirkwood, including 
wood gets up to-900 inches of snow. Sgarrella's Great Sierra Group. As this 

In 1995, the real estate market sud- edition went to press, plans were being 
denly took off, and Kirkwood's isolation·. drawn for three additional condomini-
went from being a liability to an asset. um projects, two of them in the village. 
Seventeen of the first 19 new condo One of these, another Kirkwood~ 
units in the village were pre-sold by lot- :p.nanced effort, will offer quartershares, 
tery within an hour. Most of the buyers similar to what ski developer Les Otten 
were Silicon Valley millionaires looking has done at Sunday River, Maine. These 
for more privacy than the shores of Lake and the future full-share units are ex-
Tahoe could offer. Kirkwood, once Ian- pected to go on sale around Christmas. 
guishing from buyer indifference, be- What skiers will see this season is 
came the hideaway of choice. The man- the opening of tilie $115 million Lodge at 
agement and the resort's new investors Kirkwood. The four-story, steel-
from the Telluride Company thought reinforced building houses condo units 
that they had turned the corner. on its upper floors. On the ground floor 

But as late as last spring, with the is an array of skier services that includes 
Mountain Village under construction, a spacious _lobby with fireplace, a store 
trouble cropped up on the first building. called Kirkwood Trading Company and 
The condohotel that was to house the a bar called Off the Wall, named after 
new skier's day lodge was beset with the hairball slope framed in its win-

huge cost overruns, design problems dows. There is also a check-in center for 
and lengthy wor:k delays, malting resort · all of the resort's properties. Cohee de-
president Tim Cohee wonder if any scribes the· architectural style as con-
game plan could salvage the thing. co.:. temporary Rocky Mountain, with warm 
hee, a marathon runner, is a youthful, in- woods, log detail and rock accents. 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SPIKER STOCK 



With a base elevation of 7,800 feet and 2,000 feet of vertical, Kirkwood will always be a 
prime Tahoe destination for skiers who place an emphasis on snow quality and terrain. 

The Lodge is the nexus of the Moun­
tain Village, and all other buildings will 
have a similar n:rix of lodging and com­
mercial space. The 35-unit quartershare 
project is designed to offer all the trap-. 
pings of a first-class hotel, including a 
spa, fitness club, saunas, ski check and 
concierge service, which are expected to 
be in operation for the 1998-99 season. 
By the year 2000, says Cohee, skiers will 
be able to enjoy a full pedestrian village 
with a plaza, several stores, at least one 
. new restaurant, an ice-skating rink, a 
recreation center with an indoor swim- · 
ming pool and 111 new condominium 
units, many of which will be on a rental 
program for public use. Adding these 
units to the existing bed-·base will in­
crease total lodging capacity to 1,500. 

Skiers who stay at the Mountain 
Village won't have to walk far for a 
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chairlift. Six lifts, including new o.nes and 
replacements, will originate from the vil­
lage, literally within steps of the condos. 
"We think that this will be the most up­
hill access from any mountain ski village 
in North America," says Cohee. 

It's no secret that Kirkwood's 
mountain facilities are still retro, with 
fixed-grip, double and triple chairlifts 
that have long been surpassed by mod­
ern high-speed quads at other Tahoe 
resorts. But with money from its real 
estate sales, the ski area can now afford 
to remake its mountain. High on the list, 
maybe for next summer, is the replace­
ment of Chair 4, the double in Sunrise 
Bowl, with a high-speed quad. The up~ 
date will increase access and shorten 
liftlines at this popular intermediates' 
playground. Following_that Kirkwood 
will install another quad lift-or possi-

bly something called a "chondola" ( one 
gondola cabin for every nine chairs)­
from. the base of Chair 1 (in front of the 
main lodge) to the top of Chair 2 That 
lift will turn what is now a 30-minute 
journey on two chairs into a quick six­
minute ride to the trail that accesses 
Sunrise Bowl And to sweeten this pro­
ject, Kirkwood intends to build a moun­
taintop restaurant on Caples' Crest that 
-will have a 360-degree view of the peaks 
surrounding Kirkwood. 

Beyond that, maybe around the new 
millennium, Cohee has his sights set on 
what would be the largest terrain ex­
pansion in the resort's history-a 500-
acre advanced intermediate area called 
Martin Point, which extends along a 
ridge above homes in the West Mead­
ows north of the existing ski boundaries. 

While there was a flurry of hammer­
ing and sa~ at the Village last sum­
mer, other projects also were under con­
struction. This season Kirkwood takes 
the wraps off its new million-dollar, 
state-of-the-art Children's Center at 
Timber Creek Lodge. Parents will now 
be able to offload their tykes at a conve­
nient drive-up, and .let the staff take 
over. And to enhance Timber Creek ( a 
learning center separated from the more 
difficult trails), there will be two new 
surface lifts and a series of new terrain 
parks specifically designed for children. 

Cohee is aware that a dozen build­
ings may not seem like a village that is 
on the order of Whistler or Vail, but 
they will be sufficient to give Kirk­
wood's dedicated clientele more ameni­
ties to enjoy a weekend stay without 
getting bored and without having to eat 
at the same restaurants every night. "For 
people who want to stay at the base of a 
great mountain and walk to the lifts, we 
will have an excellent combination of 
lodging, dining and shopping," he says. 

Kirkwo~d's rejuvenation was long in 
coming, and it has been overshadowed 
by ambitious villages that are in the 
works at Squaw Valley and Mammoth 
Mountain. But buyers who are snapping 
up condos and homesites at Kirkwood 
know that the best-kept secret at Tahoe 
is about to get a whole lot better. ♦ 

PHOTOGRAPH BY GREG HANSON 



SKI P.A.CIII€ 

Ski Homewood, Calli"m 
The 8th Annual Ho-Ho-Homewood Toy 
Drive is Dec. 19: Bring a toy worth $10 or 
more, and you can ski or ride all day for · 
$5. Toys go .to families in the Lake Tahoe 
and Reno area. Santa skis at Homewood 
Dec. 20jan. 4. 

Squaw Valley, Calif. r 

On Dec. 28, look for the U.C. Berkeley 
marching band to play in full dress on 
the slopes. The band starts playing at 
the bottom of the Cable Car, then goes 
up to High Camp, over to Gold Coast 
and down the mountain to the base for 
an afternoon session. 

Whistler/Blackcomb, B.C. 

clinics happening in the days following 
Christmas: A Women's All-Star Camp 
hits Whistler Dec. 26-27, and the Snow­
boarding Camp of Champions hits the 
same hill Dec. 27-28. Ski competition 
fans have a slew of pro events from 
which to choose: Men's Downhill and 
Super G Dec. 11-14 and the World Cup 
of Extreme FreeskiingJan. 4-7. On New 
Year's Eve, a torchlight parade is 
followed by First Night in Whistler 
Village, an outdoor, nonalcoholic family 
event with entertainment on two stages. 
Or, ring in the New Year on top of 
the mountain at Pika's with a gourmet 
dinner, followed by dancing. 

Lake Louise, Al!berta 

The gift of giving: On Dec. 19, bring a $10 
toy to Homewood, and ski for just $5. 

At Blackcomb on Christmas day, snow­
boarders can celebrate by riding high in 
the Christmas Day Pipe Jam. Those not 
quite up to halfpipe riding can partake 
in one of many snowboard camps and 

Lake Louise will host the World Ice­
Sculpting Competition Jan. 16-18, which 
draws competitors from around the 
world. Not a week later, from Jan. 23 
through Feb. 1, the 81st Annual 
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Holiday Calendar and News 
instructional clinics and watch the 
celebrity pro-am race featuring such 
greats as Phil Mahre, Bill Johnson and 
Kiki Cutter. On Jan. 9 and 10, the com­

petition gets serious whe~ the 
Wendy's Downhill Relays hit the 

slopes. Teams of former Olympic ~d 
World Cup champions compete m 
relay-style events for more than 
$300,000 in prizes and money. 

G
et aw;y from muzac in the mall, 
grab your cookie cutters, an~ head 

to the mountains for some authennc hol­
iday cheer. What follows are a few ideas: 

Heavenly, Calif. 
-The highlight of the holiday season at 
Heavenly is the ESQ Ski With The 

ki Greats event on Jan. 3 and 4. Demo s 
and snowboard equipment, partake in -, 



SKI PACU'IC 

Alpine Meadows, Calif .. 
Alpine Meadows knows that nobody 
loves the holidays more than children. 
That's why it has scheduled a Children's 
Christmas Race for Dec. 24. Santa will be 
at the obstacle-course finish line, hand­
ing out candy canes. Then, on Dec. 31, the 
mountain hosts its third annual Ski the 
Eve. The first 100 people to buy tickets 
receive a free T-shirt. From 3-5:30 pm, 
there's music at the base area• on the 
deck, and once night falls, a fireworks 
display and torchlight parades ( one led 
by children, another by mountain em­
ployees) round out the on-mountain 
New Year's celebration. 

While kids may prefer a run through the 
obstacle-course relay, adults choose 
Alpine Meadows' natural obstacles. 

Bear Mountain, Calif. 
Throughout the weeks preceding and 
following Christmas, check out the car­
olling sounds of The Electric Youth 
Group, which will be making eight ap­
pearances on the day-lodge deck. Those 
with a competitive streak can partake in 
Bear's Boardercross Series, which kicks 
off on Dec. 21. Separate events for skiers, 
snowboarders and skiboarders will be 
held, with three heats in each category. 
Cash and merchandise prizes will be 
awarded, and follow-up events will be 
held in February and March. 
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Throughout ski country, resorts work 
hard to get skiers into the holiday spirit. 

Horthsta.r-At-8Jrahoe, Calif. 
On Dec. 13, take part in the Full-moon 
BBQ and Cross-Country Ski Tour. Head 
into the woods on Northstar's Nordic 
trails, and the reward is a blazing bon­
fire. The more ambitious can snowshoe, 
cross-country and telemark ski in the 
XC triathlon on Dec. 20. 

Nothing like a·white Christmas to keep 
skiers-and resort managers-happy. 

Mammoth Momitain, Calli. 
The town of Mammoth hosts a tree­
lighting ceremony Dec. 5. Check out 
Mammoth's new terrain park, the Un­
bo:und, at the Boardercross vs. Mo­
tocross event Dec 13-14. The Unbound 
features music, a mid-park cafe and 
lights for night skiing and boarding. 

Sierra-At-Tahoe, Calif. 
WinterFaire, held Dec.14, has prize draw­
ings, food and a snow~calling contest. On 
Dec. 20, join in the Holiday Snowboard 
Workshop to step up your technique. 
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Banff/Lake Louise Winter Festival gets 
underway. Parades, horse-drawn sleigh 
rides, dog-sled races an.cl various other 
winter-sport competitions and festivi­
ties guar~tee 10 days oI fun. 

people take turns panting and sweating 
the 12-mile race. Winners take pride in 
knowing they got a head-start on their 
New Year's resolutions. · 

S'KL Dec.. l c.t~ 1 

parade to put you in the mood. Look for 
blazers at Kirkwood, Mt. Hood Mead­
ows, V/},Jstler, Squaw Valley, Northstir­
At-T ahoe and Snow Summit. 

. Dli.amon.d Peak, Nev. 
As part of the Northern Lights Festival, 
skiers staying in local lodging can ski free 
at Diamond Peak Dec. 21-23. Skiers stay­
ing elsewhere can ski for $10 on those 
days. The festival, which runs Dec. 21-31, 

includes a variety of events throughout 
the community, starting with the free 
skiing and ending with a New Year's 
Gala. Call (800) GO-TAHOE for infor­
mation on all ticket pricing. 

Mout Bachelor, Ore. 

Mt. Hood Meadows, Ore • 
The highlight of the Holly Fest Family 
Celebration Dec. 12-14 is the Slopestyle 
Snowboard Competition on Dec. 13. But 
other family-oriented events-such as 
"The Great Snowdeer Search"-round 
out the weekend festivities. 

Snoqualmie Pass, Wash. 
On Dec. 20, to properly greet the first 
day of winter, Snoqualmie is hosting 
Kickin' into Winter. This all-day cele­
bration features ski and snowboard 
demos and vari1:ms live bands, plus en­
tertainment for kids and families. Bright and early on Jan. 1, start your 

year off right by torturing yourself at 
Bachelor's New Year's Relays at the 
Nordic Center. Teams of three to four 

Here, There & Everyw-here 
There's nothing like a good torchlight 

Ski instructors weave figure-Bs down the 
hill bearing sparklers on steroids. Every­
one who falls, buys a round. 

The Buck Stops He:re 
Starbuck's high-octane expansion is not 
.being greeted enthusiastically in Tahoe 
City, Calif. The Seattle coffee chain is ru­
mored to be taking over a building that 
now houses the Tahoe City Pharmacy in 
the center of town. In response, some lo­
cal coffee and sandwich shops circulat­
ed a petition and gathered more than 
1,000 signatures from people.who don't 
want Starbuck's. But the anti-bucks 
have little chance of decaffeinating the 
giant because the county. =ot tell a · · 
corporation that their business is not 
welcome. "Eating and drinking estab­
lishments are an allowed use," said Bill 
Coombs, a senior planner for Placer 
County, "but the petition might send a 
message to Starbucks." 

Rot Hotel 
Chateau Whistler resort was rated the 
number one hotel in Canada by Travel. 
and Leisure and Conde Nast Travel.er in 
each of the magazine's annual. Top 100 
issues. The hotel, which is driven by 
convention-type business, recently fin, 
ished a $45 million expansion and now 
boasts 555 rooms and spa facilities that 
woo even the most pampered guest. 

:Herd Stop Nagano 
The first U.S. Olympic Snowboard team 
will be selected following the third and 
final U.S. Snowboard Grand Prix event 
in Mammoth, Calif. Following the com­
peti~on on Saturday Jan. 26-31, the top 
finishers will travel to Reno and fly from · 
there straight to Nagano. U.S. Snowboard T earn member, Sondra Van Ere. 
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Proqram cares -about chlildren 
and f«3.rmilies 
by Joyce Homste1r 
Staff Writer 

Kids need lo spend time with their families. Par­
ents need to spend time with their kids. 

One good way for this to happen is for the whole 
family to go to a movie. or in the summertime, per­
haps take a trip to Wild Waters in Sparks. 

But not all r:imi lies c:m afford it. 
For !he past 16 years, Edie Veatch, director of 

Alpine Kids in Woodfords-Markleeville in Alpine 
County. C:lliL. has made sure that kids and adults 
are ahle do :1 wide variety or vvholesome activities 
together. 

On Saturday, 107 people ranging in age from 
habies to a woman over 60 saw a special showing 
of "Fluhber" at the Mcadowdale Cinema in Gard­
nerville. Alpine Kids paid ror the admission and 
one food item and one drink per person. 

"Everybody enjoyed it," Veatch said. "It was 
nice ror !hem lo have the opportunity, because if 
you ha\'e very many kids, you can't afford to go." 

For low-inc(lme or even middle-income families, 
taking mom and dad and t1No or more children to 
the 11101·ies is too costly. 

The same is true for such fun stuff as going to 
Wild Y./alcrs or even the Carson Valley Swim Cen­
ter - the more kids a family h:1s, the less likely 
they can do things together. 

Then there arc the siugle-parenl families, who. 
by their very nature. don't usually have the dispos­
able income needed for tiips and recreation. 

Alpine Kids is doing more than offering inexpen­
sive fun once or twice a month. according to 
Veatch, and the outings and other Alpine Kids 
e{rents 'rirovide safe a:nd \vholesortie family activi-

_t ies. 

"Lmv-income famHies and m'i'ddle'-i'llcome farni-·,, 
lies come together to share in family time," Veatch 
said, "Because the same benefits are offered to 
everyor1e, there is never a feeling of someone oet-
ting more than someone else." "' 

Outings include parents, grandparents, babies. 
youths. teens and single adults in a mixed-cultural 
group: those or Native American, Hispanic, black 
or white origin. Foster children are included with 
their foster_parents. occasionally with their 
est.ranged parents along. 

A_t the movies last Saturday, for instance, among 
the Jolks to see "Flubber" were a bartender a 
teacher. a waitress, secretaries, a contracto; a min­
ister. an auto mechanic. a court clerk, India~ educa­
tion aides, cooks, foster parents, single moms, 
homemakers. unemployed people and a carwash 
attendant, and of course. kids. 

Veatch estimates that Alpine Kids spends about 
$1,000 a month of family outings. 

Ill Role models 
Volunteer leaders act as role models for families 

who are "at-risk'' - which can range from families 
suffering from extreme isolation in rural Alpine 
County lo parents struggling wilh drug and alcohol 
abuse. mental illness or trouble with the law. 

"One of the biggest things we do," Veatch said, 
"is stop abuse by helping relieve financial stress. 
People who are financially strapped seem to abuse 
their kid~. We offer them support and places to go." 

Somet1mes. parents are too busy or just don't 

See Alpine !Kids on page 2 
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Cody McGeein • 
juggles his popcorn 
and drink at the 
special showing of 
"Flubber" for Alpine 
Kids on Saturday. 
Below, the 
McGeein family 
waits for the movie 
to start. R-C photos 

, · by Michael 
Okimoto 
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Alpine Kids: Cares for and supports families 
Continued form page 1 
know hci'w to plan a family outing. 

"If somebody preplans an out­
ing for you, and all you have to do 
is say you·re going, there's no rea­
son you can't come." Veatch said. 

''Or if you've never been 
trained to do that - adults from 
alcoholic homes have always been 
promised something and it never 
happens. This way. it always hap­
pens. Our promises are alv/ays 
kepl. Children in alcoholic homes 
are not used to that." 

Im It's OK t:o lbie a kid 
Alcohol and drugs are banned. 

Kids and adults on the trips learn 
that they don't have to drink to 
have fun. 

"You can get out there and 
throw a bowling hall,'' Veatch 
said. 

"You don't need a drink. Teen­
agers especially - they need to 
see that they can get out there. 
throw a gutter hall or rollcrskate 
and fall down, -and irs OK. It's 
OK ·10 be a little kid." 

Besides one or two family out­
ings a month, Alpine Kids plans a 
big trip once a year. Every two 
years. the group goes to Marine 
World-Africa USA. It has taken 
up to 125 or so kids and adults to 
an Oakland As game. 

The group ,vent to see 
"Brigadoon" produced by Western 
Nevada Community College's 
musical the~r~r, ,in r:;rovem9er land 
will attend a Reno' Rage ice hock~ 
ey gam·e thfs illorl~h:: "; · 

Next year, family outings 
include swimming at Carson Val­
ley Swim Center (two hours all 
alone after the pool closes to the 
public, with pizza afterwards), 
skating at Skate Trak in Carson 
City, a trip to see the Shtine Cir­
cus and Reno Rod,eo in Reno in 
the spring and a trip to Sand Har­
bor for a barbecue and Wild 
Waters in Sparks dming the sum­
mer. 

All outings include food or a 
meal of some sorl. 

"Of course, when you·re work-

ing with teen-agers, you have to 
feed them. Men and teen-agers 
won't come if we don't have plen­
ty of food," Veatch added, with 
her characteristic chuckle. 

II Other activities 
Some of the additional activities 

are peer group meetings (by grade 
level) once a month for youths, 
offering crafts, sports, outdoor 
hikes or whatever leaders have in 
mind, and teen and adult volley­
ball games in the winter. 

Alpine Kids also· sponsors 
workshops for teens and families 
which feature frank discussions 
about health, drug, alcohol or 
child abuse, parenting, teen preg­
nancy, AIDS, suicide and other 
family issues. 

Youths and their parents attend 
and have dinner together. Younger 
children are given free care at 
Alpine Children's Center, which is 
the umbrella, non-profit organiza­
tion for Alpine Kids. 

In addition, the group sponsors 
two blood drives a year, in the 
spring and in the fall. 

El But it's not free 
Belonging to Alpine Kids is not 

entirely free. There is a charge of 
$ 10 per person or $25 per family. 
The monthly family o_utings are 
open to a member and all of his or 
her family members, but they have 
to make advance arrangements. 
Members must live or work in 
Alpine County. 

.. ''Thei'Ji'a v~ 1 to 1 c·EJm?;.up':wHh 
some.thi~g," _ y;_':\,c~·.s..~jd, qt_ t!;te 
fees. "1 have a lady on welfare 
who pays her family fee. I've 
talked to her about enrolling only 
one of her kids, but she says it's 
important that all her children 
belong. She's got five kids." 

The grade level peer groups 
meet once a month with their lead­
ers. Leaders include Vanessa Cruz 
and Derinda Caldera, who operate 
the kindergarten- I st grade group; 
Regina Watson, Pam Ledbetter 
and Teresa Horse, grades 2-3; 
Jeanne Lear and Barbara Howard 
(who have been volunteer leaders 

for IO years). grade 4-6 girls: Joe 
Voss. Dale Bennett and Adelina 
Osario, grade 4-6 hoys: Edie 
Veatch and Jo Daugherty. grades 
7-8; and Dave Roberts and Chuck 
Daugherty. grades 9- 12. 

Alpine Kids also has cross­
country skis, camping and other 
recreational equipment available 
for families to check out. One pro­
gram gives car seats or seat belts 
to families who need them. 

Im All volunteers 
Alpine Kids receives its operat­

ing money from a couple of fund­
raisers held during the year, dona­
tions from private individuals or 
businesses and state and federal 
grants which are administered by 
Alpine County. 

Veatch and all her leaders are 
strictly volunteers. She estimates 
she puts in about 500 hours a year 
and the leaders. from 100 to 150 
or more each. County agencies 
help her with referrals and give 
her plenty of support. 

Alpine Kids works closely with 
a variety of social services agen­
cies and is a program of Alpine 
Children· s Center, which is oper­
ated by a non-profit board. Veatch 
is the center's executive director. 

"That's my paid job," she says 
with a laugh. 

Alpine Kids' mission statement 
is "To make life better for children 
in Alpine County." 

6r:i:~.~;a~-ec~
1

!~~,,c~a~~c;'.,~a!~~ ,1, ''· :ll 
"doi~1& ~~}!:1-~s,~1at mak~ __ both child ·:'~/ 
and adiJ'lt laugh, that child's life :i 
has to be better." 



LEADERS. A few of the- volunteers who work 
with Alpine Kids posed for a photo recently. From 
left are Vanessa Cruz, Jo Daugherty, Jeanne 

Lear, Edie Veatch and Regina Watson. Photo 
courtesy Tom Nagel 

Agencies and pa.rents lend their support 
Alpine Kids ha,; received ;!lowi'i'lg letters...oJ,;,.: .•· 

support from agencie,, which refer fam_il\es t~ \rs;, ,,,, 
program and parents who:,e children have bi:Me'i1f: ' 
led from it. 
_ Among them are: 

\1I'l "Alpine Kids ... was created because th~re 
are no group functions in Alpine County for chil­
dren or families. Because of Alpine Kids, the 
activities have little or no cost to the participants, 
and they 1:;_mphasize 'families first. ... 

Sandy King and Linda Pullen of Alpine 
County Department of Social Services 

'.~ill "Alpine Kids has been one of theJeVv_,;- " 
resources this department has Lo refer juvenile 
wards, status offenders and adult probations over 
the past several years ... Their program truly 
offers community events which our clients would 
not otherwise have the opportunity or means to 
participate in ... It is equally important for them 
to realize that other people care about them and 
are concerned for their futures. Alpine Kids has a 
proven track record of shPwing care and con­
cern ... 

Robert A. Bowman, Chief Probation Officer 
for Ailpine County Prolbation Departm_ent 

"As the mental health clinician for Alpine 
County, I have observed the positive impact of 
Alpine Kids on the community as a whole and in 
particular with the individuals and families I 
serve. 

"The isolation and rural atmosphere of our 

..county C?;:i-ti;J!),utcs to numerous.psychosocial con-. 
cem.s, -suchc,;,:t'S'the potentfa1 for depression, ,ctHtut­
al division and juvenile delinquency/gang activity. 

"Alpine I?ds has without question benefited 
individ4als hnd families by providing much need­
ed healthy activity, stimulation and intercultural 
communication ... " 

FrankJacobelli, Mental Health, Alcohol and 
Drug Services for Alpine County 

~ "When Alpine Kids has family outings and 
group outings, the children would go places where 
they haven't been before. In my children, I can 
's~ethey.feel good·aboutthemselves afterwards ... 
Also, tl-i~re is a sense bf oeing part of Alpine 
County as a whole, not as one culture. 

Yvonne Christensen 
fill~ "When my son was first introduced to Alpine 

Kids. he was 2 years old. I was on my way to 
prison for a felony DUI conviction ... While 1 
was away, my son participated in Alpine Kids 
activities fike swimming, bowling. skating. things 
he wott\~;mever have been able to do if left up to 
me. He:foceived from them social and emotional 
reinfor~ement in his life. I c·ould not be there for 
him, 'but they were. He is now 6 years old. He's 
well-rounded, competitive and academically nor­
mal. He would not be this way without the care 
and nurti1ring of Alpine Kids ... They 11ever gave 
up hope for me, either. 1'hey have shown me a 
better way of living and raising my son ... " 

Janice Generilli 
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ALPINl;L ., '· .P,hoi:l~ 0, , • .' ,, : • Lift PtlceHalfday Les!:lc:i.\'~Oi!:iV:1: · ,type of 'b1:1~e . trails. l1ff:s open time 
(d~_v,(l'lhlll) .. ,. 'np_ort, ,·, . ::, .adfkidlsracl/R,!d/~r..:adillJ(~lgsn~r,, .·:t.~rraln • ~Inches) .open going· terrain open 

,, ,Alp1f\e ~eaqoyvs•930-581°8374: . 42/1Q{23 30/1.213-.2/$~9[$3~" ff~\l!ng'.)11<3; VC 48-72 '100 12 100 % · 9 -.4 
·. . ,Bor_e~I ··, ,. , /,; 916-42€H.1)4'. · . 28/10/.14.nor~ .. :· r, $40/$3/3: '.F,~Htng : .. MC;,, PP .· 52-60, 38 six !:l - 9 

· ·· • Diariici'nd Peak:.' 102:831:321 i' . 35/14714 '27/1'1/iJ .$32i'$32-~Fi:;lling ., MG, PP· :12-36 n/a four Call . 
. · ·' · 9onn~~;Ski._Ranch ~.16-429:36$9•·, . .'23/1.0'/i o; 17/j Oli 6 '$:39/$30, falling, ;-P..p 30-50 n/a .tour 80 % 9 -A 

:H~a,vehlY',): :·,91$-_q4t~i~~() ~.>47/22(?2 :33/ff?/J~$>ifl.r.[es.0:F~ll_11q\)',RP_: 22-56 o/a · 13 50% 9-4 
:K1rkW09cl • , ':;209-258°q0(l0, ·, .'. k43l3$(21. 3~24/1.5 .$4?/$43': F'~lling_::: PF' M-90 55 ·. nine · 85 % 9- 4 
.. M~minoth.lv1tn,':7.60°9$4-6j'66, , 47;/34123'-33/17/17 $54/$38·,falllng PP · 60c84 • n/a ·18 95% 8-9 
· Mdi.Jht:Rose : .. 702-849-0704 , 3&Y14/19°:2ei1eh3•','.$35/$,35\'··i=a11lng '· MT, SP · 24-42 n/a 'five- Call 
Nort,hst?r-Tatipe'.916;562-1330; • 4_6/1'0/,23 '31/j0/2:f $5pl$39' F~IJing , MG, pp : 24°42 61 eight 99 % 9 -4 

, ·sterr8:•at-Tahoe: 91_6-659-7475' : -43/5(22 ,., 29/5/15 .. $43!$6,5, falling . MG, PP 36-55 39 seven 84 % 9 - 4 
_Ski.h.lom~y,ood, ·. 91J5:52!?-2900 ,, ' 3~11,1/;I f:~?{~(10 . $3!:l,55 , f~nir,ig ·.: MG; PP 20-45 . 48 six · 84 % 9 - 4 

. · Soda·,Spnr;l'g~ _ 91 !?·426~86,99 · , $l$' <111:, :,norie_:, , :·\ $,35/$.?/?< f:c1!,lil')g' ·, PP . · 32-39 16 three 9 • 4 
SqyawV~lley , -530-~83-6955 , .. 18/1.5./25·'32/24/24 $59/$.!5f:l, Falling· , MG, PP 24-60· n/a . ,16 100 % 9-4 
Sugar Bowl.,, '.916-;l-26~3$47. , . '42fiOJ17 25t\0/10 $45/$4S ., Fal\irig :SP 60-96 78 · eight Call 

'·T8;!'lbe-Dd~nei ·. 916~587~94~~0:·· .. •2~i~2f.12_.;i6/p/9,:.:_;•i2.9/$29,~.R,atJ!f.\g:. WS 24~48· n/a . two 9-4 
,l,.'(Skl.~boar,d_ .::· ,.· '. :::_ < ,~Cl'U~datfqr.?POr\ •'~.\.'. ,, ·:r:,Joj,'new: .PP, 14-26 , 10 .three 90% :9~4 
•'. Keys:. MG·~ ma,cl']1ne' groon;ed; MT _7_.~~<;DI~: ;111e1;f Pf: -p~c.~e_d p_o-Y-'.de?l~p • skier ptcked surfaqe; WS ~ wet ~now; n/a not available 

.. N°0RDIC.; ·· .. ' •··. Phone· . . , ,, Trailjee' Halt:d~y .lj>apkage Lessons type of base trails 
. (cross.eciuntry)·.report/center: ::. adultf!<id 1:1di.l.lt/kld adultf!c!d adl,llt/.kid terrain ~ __ 1n_· .. ches) open Cross country· race 

Camp Rich'ardson· 9'16-542,.6584 · $5/$5 . same ·,_, · $30/$20 $15/$9. ---· :· . Closed 'The Lakeview Cross 
·DianiondPeak. 7'0?•831'·3~11 '..,$10/$8 :same ,, $29all· :;$15/$7- --- 24-36 15km . ¢ountrySkiCentenyill 
Eagl~Mtn,. •'80Q-3g1 022'54 : $1.6/$'10 '$1:3/$1.0 $36'.all. ·· $1q/$13. •~,- Closed hostthearea'sfirstrace 

:,Kirkwoqd " 209~258-3000 $14/$5 · $J1/$3 :· $30/$20 S:l47$8' ~-;. 60-96 70 km 0 f th65eason Sunday, 
, : L:akey1evt ·· .916,583~~3~3-. ,.: . $f57$1.2 $1'11$!:(•. $~R£nQ>i$J~l$9, MG, SL .. 1°8~48 47 km, the ~~::v~z-~~rts at 10 

Northstar-Tahoe 916-562-2475 · ,$16/$8. "$1.2/$6 · $441$25' '$J!'ll$9 . MG·, DS ~4-48 . 55 km a,m. and is open to all 
RoyalGorge•",916-426:3871- • $2Q/$g. $1f,:•· $~/$25:':$:1,7/$10 --~ ·. ,24-36 . 221km sklers.The1>ntryfeeis 
Spooner Lake .. 702-749-5349 . . $15/$3 · $11/$3 .. $34/$25 $15/$4 . MT, SL :24-36 38 km $15 oil race day, For . 
Tahoe.Doriner., 91,6-587-9484 • $15/$9. · $12/$7 $34/$25 $15/$9 · 24-48 58 km more i.nformation, call 

: Keys_: ~G; machin'e grpomed(D$:· dou.~le,s~t; SLt0 ,sk~ting lan·e :: . . . . 530-583-9353. 
. • , •• ' ., • ... C ,','( .• , . '',. \ :: . •• ::.\. :•.· • 
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·ski.pro~t;~ffl!. 
8!. !!!~~'!~: f 
ation Department fa now' fa.kiiif'Sign;:,Ups . d_ 
for its Slci Progrtun to Kirk.wqbd: \+;_ · . · 

, ·. The .program: is open t~ :kicls_Jn ;'gtfl.des ·. · Q 
first through eighth and.welditri:es; e:v~ry- ~ 
one, from beginµ~i;s fo; aqy!U),ced slci~rs. · :1 
Trips are_ every .Su~qay _fro,i:µ,Jan. 4,~o ; ., 
March'29. : . . :. , . · :'.:r'l·' :,· '::·c,_:: .. 
·Amid-week ski_prpgram,Jor.9(f,;:4"a9k t) 

students will be held o.tj';I'hui;s<;}4ys. t>ewn- - ~ 
ningJan. 8, . . , ·1 • • 

· . Cost•for_~ach,pr9gr~~.}.s'-$3'<fP;e{day . ~ 
and includes. trarisportatiori, supetvisfo11, 
ski lessons,; ·ski rental's, 1ifFtickets and , ,.n 
time on:. the 0.sJ6pes,: :Tri:ps. depart' ttie recre- · .. · ..C ' 
atiori division• af-8',a.m. arid refurn approx-: ..J 

_ imately 4:-30 p:m. • .· . . ·. \. .• . . . 
. Participants can pre-register by going 

• to the depaitniertt' s ~ffi~e, lo<.:ated it U27 _ 
,Waterloo I,,aiie in Gar\1.riervill¢,. or.by call-
ing the deP,iirtment at 782~982-8.: . . • . . · 

The D,¢PRI) is. aiso .offering a ''tot" . 
skiing piograrri_ for kids ages 4:-.6: Ti;ip.s 
are on Wednesdays beginnirig Jan. 14 and 

: last from 8:30 a.m: to' 2:30 p.m., . · , ._ ... 
. . Cost is $30 p~r day arid iri¢ludes trims; 
portatiOJ?-, sup_~r".'.~SlQ.°:•: ~na:qf;_ ~ki rentals 
and a two~hour-lesson: . -' •.: · · , · . 
,,. Fohn9re 'information ofrthe .. "tot" pro­gram .pr any other, :calfthe:rec 

0
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BELINDA GRANT/Nevada Appeal News Service 

Flood waters jumped the banks of the Carson River during the New 
Year's flood last January. Here is an aerial view of the west sid.e of the 
Carson Valley. 

New Year's was.flood of century 
Staff reports 

According to the latest reports from 
the U.$. Geological Survey, the New 
Year's flood was f:l record breaker along tion, 22,300 cubic feet per second of~te:r 

_ the Carson and Walker Rivers. flowed past the gauge, The predicted 
Gauges along the two rivers ·showed flows for the 100-year flood was 16,800 

that the New Year's flood was indeed the cfs. The highest recorded was 16,600 _cfs 
flood of the century. in 1986. - -

"The peak flow-was greater: .. at five Flows from Vicee- Canyon Creek near 
gauging stations on the Garson River and Carson City's Sagebrrtsh 'Ranch, were 
at six stations on the Walker River;" said measured at 4,000 cfs, with predicted 
Steve Hammond, spokesman'. , 100-year flow at 370 cfs. The highest 

G_auges along the Carson River's West recorded flow was in 1982 with flows bf 
Fork indicated that the river flows 200 cfs. 

- exc;eeded forecasts for the 100-year flood At the West Walker River below Little 
by nearly 25 percent and broke a 34-year- Waiker River near Coleville, Cl:Jlif, mo:rii- -

, old rec~rd. . - - tors recorded · 12,300 cfs where. normal 
--At Wopdfor.ds, the monitor recorded a flows were forecast for: 8,680 cfs. The 

· · , peak of-8,106 cubic feet per second where highest recorded was 6,220 cfs in 1950. -
forecasts were for 6,270 cfs. The highest At Buckeye Creek near Bridgeport, 
recorded flow: before that was in 1963 Calif., flows_ of 2,750. cfs were recorded, 
when 4,890 cfs passed the monitor. with the 100-year prediction at 1,160 cfs. 

·- A 100-year floo_d has a 1 percent chance The highest recorded w;is 947 cfs :in 1963. 
of occurring in any given year. "The January 1997 peak· charge was 
. In late December 1996, storms built up larger than recorded for previous floods 
a l~ge snowpack-:in the higher altitudes, at many stations on the Walker River," 
and :in January it unleashed rinprece- Hammond said.. - '. 
dented flo:ws on the Walker and Carson The USGS operates :µ1ore than ;30 
rivers. streamflow monitors on the Carson-River 

At the Fort Churchill monitoring sta- and more than 20 on the_Walker River. 
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