





by Shella Gardner

I received a telephone call this
week from a regular reader of The
Record-Courier who was very
unthappy with the story we pub-
lished Oct.15 regarding the envi-
-ronmental mess at the Leviathan
Mine.

The creek that flows through
the site is contaminated with toxic
poisons, containing levels of
arsenic, mercury, copper, lead,
zinc and other heavy metals in
excess of state and federal water
quality standards.

It was her opinion that the
reporter who wrote the story didn’t
do enough research. My caller
claimed that more than $7 million
has been spent to clean up the
nmine, which is high in the Sierra,

and that fact was overlooked in the
- story. I invited her to write a letter
to the editor, which is the way I
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by Christy Chalmers

usually try to defuse unhappy sub-
scribers, but, so far, she has
declined.

At the same time she was talk-

ing with me, though, I'm thinking,

“Road trip.” .

In less time than it’s taking me
to write this, I planned an excur-
sion to Leviathan Mine with Com-
missioner Bernie Curtis and his
wife Linda.

‘We took off Wednesday morn-
ing, congratulating ourselves that

" we have obligations which occa-

sionally mean driving through the
Sierra on a glorious fall day.

. It takes about 45 minutes to get
to the Leviathan Mine, and that’s
in a late model Suburban. As we
climbed higher and higher, I
couldn’t help but imagine how
kidney-crunching the trip must
have been 125 years ago. The
Leviathan Mine Road, south of
Gardnerville, winds up through

by the California Regional Water .

's foul siud

LETTER FROM

THE

the mountains, overlooking spec-
tacular scenery magnified by the

erty on its way to the Carson
River, is tinged a bright shade of
goldenrod.

was unlocke
were trailers

‘brilliant fall foliage. , inanaream
It didn’t take too long, unfortu-’ mental Prote
nately, to discover what all the mand post.”
fuss is about with regard to the The atmo
long-abandoned sulphur mine. — 1O Snarli
Leviathan Creek, which runs or G-men to
alongside the road through Indian camera or iy
land and U.S. Forest Service prop- ‘We met a

San Francis:
the site as a)
she could te

At first, you suspect it might be we had to le
aspen leaves, because, after all, it’s on a hazard:
late October. But this yellow weren’t pro
sludge is not the product of the hats or steel
changing seasons. This staff is we complet
nature’s nightmare, making its 'course.
way downstream. _ She gave

We didn’t know what to expect bers, exchal

we left.

when we got to the mine. The gate

Mmess

es of the Carson River’s East Fork

REC. Couziriy _/0 -77

R-C News Service
" Douglas County officials were
reminded recently of one of the
eastern Sterra Mevada’s dirtiest lit-
tle secrets.

Now they’re interested in meet-
ing with. one of the secret’s other
keepers, the Alpine County Board
of Supervisors.

The secret is Leviathan Creek, a
foul waterway that has been all but
destroyed by the contaminants
from Leviathan Mine that have
leaked into it. The old sulfur mine,
in the mountains about 25 miles
southeast of Gardnerville, dis-
charges a laundry list of toxins
into the creek.

Leviathan Creek makes its way
from Alpine County to Douglas
County, where it empties into the
East Fork of the Carson River.
That connection inspired Douglas
County commissioners to suggest,
Thursd: & gounty: shonld orga-
me yort of discussion on

whit can be'done to cléan‘up the

creek.

“The creek has yellow water,
there are no fish in it, it smells and
all of the trees along it are dying,”
said Commissioner Bernie Curtis.
“There may be an item that we
need to step up to the plate (on)
and addres.”

The mine site is now managed

+ Quality Control Board, while the

creek passes through Indian and
U.S. Forest Service land before
emptying into the Carson River’s
East Fork.

The Carson River is the source
of much of the Carson Valley’s
water, and the commissioners said
they’re leery of what impacts
Leviathan Creek could have on
that. .

“We could very well have full
and complete control of a river
that’s unsafe to drink from,” said
Commissioner Kelly Kite.

“I find it interesting that there’s

talk of creating;a wild and scenic
river, but the water is unsafe o
touch,” added Commissioner
Jacques Etchegoyhen: - '

The U.S. Forest Service is con-

sidering declaring the upper reach-

a wild and scenic stream.

Curtis suggested meeting with
the Alpine County board of super-
visors'to discuss possible action
on the creek.

“The bully pulpit can often get
things done,” agreed Etchegoyhen.
“I think we can be effective with
the Alpine board of supervisors.”

The commissioners told Com-
munity Development Director Bob

* Nunes to take a field trip to the
‘offensive stream, but didn’t set a

firm date for meeting with the
Alpine supervisors. ‘

The mine site is being consid-
ered for inclusion on the federal
Superfund list. Officials are hop-
ing to treat some of the water from
it within the next few weeks to
mitigate its effects if the ponds at
the site overflow next spring.
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was unlocked, however and there

were trailers and heavy equipment

in an area marked as an “Environ-
mental Protection Agency com-
mand post.”

The atmosphere seemed casual
— no snarling German shepherds
or G-men to confiscate Linda’s_°
camera or my notebook. '

We met a friendly woman from
~ San Francisco who is working at

. the site as an EPA consultant. All
she could tell us, though, was that
we had to leave because we were
on a hazardous ground and

weren’t properly dressed (no hard- - -

hats or steel-toed boots,) nor had

we completed the 40-hour safety -

course.
" She gave us a few phqne num-
bers, exchanged pleasantries, and
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It reminded me of the kind of
conversation you might have with
someone you just met on vacation
- prormses to write, trading pic-
tures of the kids. -

Then she escorted us off the
site.

Getting the heave-ho is one of -
the occupational hazards of my
job. People tell me I'm trespass-

--ing,-it’s none of my.damn busi--- ..

ness, or they promise to call me -
right back. But it’s very discon-
certing to be standing in the bril-

. liant Sierra sunshine, in the middle
of the what’s arguably the most .’

beautiful scenery on earth, and be
told I might be in peril.

My “X-Files -inspired imagina-,

tion noticed right away that there
were 1o birds singing in the lovely
autumn afternoon, or any other .
obv1ous signs of wildlife. '
We made a few stops on the -

way out, looking down at the huge

/0fas5[s7

hold 15 million gallons of acid

drainage from the mine. During
spring runoff, the ponds overflow,

sending anywhere from an esti-

mated 3 million to 7 million gal- i

lons of toxin-laced water into
Leviathan Creek. ,
It doesn’t take a 40-hour safety

----COUrse or a journalism degree,

however, to figure out where that
water’s headed. With all due

respect to my tel'ephone‘ caller, this

stuff is evil and is makmg its way
downstream.
Here’s my scientific opinion:
it’s thick and foul and smells bad.
1 don’t want to drink it, bathe in

+it, launder with'it, give it to my

dog or even serve it to people I

" don’t like very much.

If someone, indeed, has invest-
ed $7 million in cleanup, there
ought to be a refund

i
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Toxic water: Colder temperatures force end to treatment
project; team will return to Alpine County mine site in spring . -

by Sheila Gardner » colder temperatures bring an end to an
Staff Writer experimental water treatment system. -

“We thought we’d be here for a month

The U.S. Environmental Protection  or 50 with this treatment sysiem, but the

Agency is abandoning the cleanup site at  solids are too much for our centrifuge.

the Leviathan Mine for the winter as  We're getiing a little ice on the ponds and




Leviathan Creek’s foul s!

by Sheila Gardner

I received a telephone call this
week from a regular reader of The
Record-Courier who was very
unhappy with the story we pub-
lished Oct.15 regarding the envi-
ronmental mess at the Leviathan
Mine.

The creek that flows through
the site is contaminated with toxic
poisons, containing levels of
arsenic, mercury, copper, lead,
zinc and other heavy metals in
excess of state and federal water
quality standards.

It was her opinion that the
reporter who wrote the story didn’t
do enough research. My caller
claimed that more than $7 million
has been spent to clean up the
mine, which is high in the Sierra,
and that fact was overlooked in the
story. I invited her to write a letter
to the editor, which is the way 1

“

usually try to defuse unhappy sub-
scribers, but, so far, she has
declined.

At the same time she was talk-
ing with me, though, I’m thinking,
“Road trip.”

In less time than it’s taking me
to write this, I planned an excur-
sion to Leviathan Mine with Com-
missioner Bernie Curtis and his
wife Linda.

We took off Wednesday morn-
ing, congratulating ourselves that
we have obligations which occa-
sionally mean driving through the
Sierra on a glorious fall day.

It takes about 45 minutes to get
to the Leviathan Mine, and that’s
in a late model Suburban. As we
climbed higher and higher, 1
couldn’t help but imagine how
kidney-crunching the trip must
have been 125 years ago. The
Leviathan Mine Road, south of
Gardnerville, winds up through

the mountains, overlooking spec-
tacular scenery magnified by the
brilliant fall foliage.

It didn’t take too long, unfortu-
nately, to discover what all the
fuss is about with regard to the
long-abandoned sulphur mine.

Leviathan Creek, which runs
alongside the road through Indian
land and U.S. Forest Service prop-
erty on its way to the Carson
River, is tinged a bright shade of
goldenrod.

At first, you suspect it might be
aspen leaves, because, after all, it’s
late October. But this yellow
sludge is not the product of the
changing seasons. This stuff is
nature’s nightmare, making its
way downstream.

We didn’t know what to expect
when we got to the mine. The gate

Record (povior  fes fan

or G-men to conﬁscgte Li
camera or my notebgok.

We met a friendly wom
San Francisco who sate
the site as an EPA consultant All
she could tell us, though, w
we had to leave because we
on a hazardous ground and
weren’t properly dressed (no ‘hard-
hats or steel-toed boots,)nor had’"
we completed the 40-hour-safety.
course.

She gave us a few phone num-
bers, exchanged pleasantnes and
we left.













BY JODY RICE |
Appeal Staff Writer AU

Authorities' confirmed Thursday that
the charred wreckage found in the Sier-
ra Wednesday was that of a Imssmg
Cessna 206, i

‘But positive 1dent1ﬁcat1on of the four
bodles removed from the crash site won’t
Lel made until autopsies can be per-
formed ;and dental ‘records: examined,”
said Cynthla Ryan, spokeswoman for: the
Nevada Wing of the Ciyil Air Patrol.

For:10 days, the families functwned
on hope their loved ones would be found
alive ‘in’ the rugged Sierra terrain. On
the"'11th day, the missing aircraft Was
dlscovered near Sunset Lakes.

“The waiting is too much,” said Terry
Lukas, mother of Ron Lukas, 36, the
pilot, before hearing the confirmation. “I
would feel better if we would just: hear
gsomething.” IS

Nita’ Montgomely sald she met Ron

Please see m-:'rmsvs, 'BAcK PAGE
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and Lisa Lukas a year and a; half

ago through mutual friends.

ple’s stor . Nevada Jewelers and
Loan in Carson City. Often, cus-
tomers who were on a fixed income
would come. in to- pawn family

treasures to cover expenses until a
check was due. Then they Would

‘buy the items back.

“They would do it to make ends -

meet,” Montgomery said. “They
had a lot of repeat. customers be-
cause they were 50 falr

. ‘Jbecause of the business they Te in
““'Once the: bodles are ofﬁ01a11y i
xdentlﬁed Ron. and 38-year-old
Lisa Lukas will likely be buried in
* Pennsylvania, where Lisa’s famﬂy‘r
‘15, said Terry. Lukas.
A memorial would also takef:}

L Lis’a’LukésLWOuldiidutiﬁ‘e‘ly give ok ¢
the customers a better deal’ than
‘maybe she should have — Just be—:

cause, Montgomery said.

people she said. “It isa real

place in Carson City, she said. -

Roommates  Bric: Schle1er, 39,
:and Steve Schantz, 34, were on
“the red and white Cessna 206 that

- Thursday :kmormng A cur
_search was ‘done Wednesday b
-darkness halted the 1nvesﬁgatm

. about 2:15 p.m: Thursday

;,day, the: four were ‘headed tof
o Clements, Cahf to v131t Rons dad, .
+“They are just extremely canng‘, 2 S

R.J. Lukas, Ron’s father, made
the identification of th ‘“plane' ‘

The charred plane was found in

. a canycn Officials of the National
 Traffic Safety Board and the Fed-
~eral Aviation Adxmmstratlon visjt-
ed the mte ~




by Jady Rice
R-C'News Sérvice

Authorities confirmed Thursday that-

found in the
chy was that of a miss-

the charred wreckage
Jierra W(,dnu
mg ‘Cessna 20

But positive identification of the

:"or ihe Nevada Wmv of the: CIVII Adr
Patrol.
For 10 days, the iamxhes fumtloned

HKleoed Cooou(™ ](/{glcn

found alive in the rugged Sierra terrain.
!;'On' the ‘I'1th day, the missing aircraft

was discovered near Sunset Lakes.
“The waiting is too much,” said
Terry Lukas, mother of Ron Lukas, 36,
the pxlol before hearing the confirnma-
tion. I Would feel better if we would

See Grash on page 6
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Ron and Lisa Luka\ a yccu and a
half ago tlnough mutual fnci}ds
She had plaris to celebrate L]Sﬂ
Lukas’ birthday with the couplc
the first night the plane was niiss-
ing.

She recalls the caring way Lisa
would handle business at the cou-
ple’s store, Nevada Jewelers -and

Loan in Carson City. Often, cus-
tomers who, were:-on a: fixed
income would come in to pawn
family treasures Lo, Cover eXpenses .
until a. check was;due. Then. they
would buy the items

as would routinely give !

shie said. “Tt is a real trib-
ute to them how many people have

people,”

called and’ offeréd fo help. They
are people, people, They were in
tune with people. They. had to be
bcuause of the busmcss they re
in”

Once the bOd]C‘; are offlclally
identified, Ron and-38yedr-old
Lisa Lukas will’ lxkely je buried in
Pennsylvania, whme LIS sifaimily-
is,-said Terry:Lukas

A-memoriil
placeiniCarsoniCi

day, the four were headed to
Clements Callf to vmt Ron’s
dad and Steve s mom, who live
and own a restatirant togcthc;x.

‘An Alpine County search and
rescue crew went out to the:wreck-

age site, about a half a mile north

of lower Sunset Lake, again
Thursday morning. A cursory

search was done Wednesday but
“darkness halted the investightion. |

R.J. Lukas, Ron’s father, made |
the identification of the. plane .

about 2:15, p.m. Thursday:, -

The,charred plane. was "f_ound in

topk off from the Mmden.Tahoe
Airport Oct. 26. For Lisa’s bisth-




N E. uglas lgh School stu-
dents collected more than 800 non-perishable

food items for the Carson Valley Community

Food Closet. The Associated Student Body:is
grateful to the community for helping to make

Thanks, Carson

EDITOR:

The Douglas High School Assocxated Student
‘Body would like to thank the community for its par-
Micipation and donations during last week’s “trick-.
or-treating for cans” food dnve.

The community helped us raise more than 800

.. cans -and boxes of non-perishable food items for the

Carson Valley Community Food Closet.

the “trick-or- treatmg for cans” a success.
Featured above are, left to right, Brady Ovard,
Casey Condron, Brieanna Cross, Molly
Greenberg (top) and Jeanne Corbit. DHS
photo

Valley, for fuod

We would like to take thlS opportumty ‘to thank
all those who so generously donated.

Casey Condron, Molly Greenberg,

Brady Ovard, Brieanna Cross

and Jeanne Corbit

Douglas High School

Associated Business Council

Nov. 6




- -Dou glas C.ounty Commissioners

may meet with Alpine County Super-.

visars-in December to discuss issues
such as Leviathan Mine and law
enforcement. - o

' 'The Douglas commissioners said

,',m October they’d like to meet with

the Alpme board, and agreement to

_such a meeting: wasreturned Nov. 5.

Items up for discussion include

‘Leviathan Mine, a mutual aid agree-

ment for law enforcement, and
Alpme County’ s interest in renting
space in the juvenile hall Douglas

"County is creating.

Lev1athan Mine has drawn atten-

'Douglas, Alpir
“may hold gomt meeting

B by. Christy’ Chalmers
E R C News Service’

tion lately because of efforts to clean

it up. The old sulfur mine is located
in Alpine County, but polluted water

“Nov 1z, \aa7

Rewed (oo
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frorn it flows_into Douglas County

_ through Levxathan Creek, which

empties mto the East Fork of the Car-
son River.

Alpine officials also indicated an
interest in discussing potential chal-
lenges by the Pyramid Lake Paiute
Tribe to the ‘Alpine Decree and Car-
son River usage.

Douglas County Manager Dan
Holler said Monday that a tentative

- date of Dec. 2 is being looked at for a

meeting. He said the meeting will
probably. take place in Douglas
County, though it hasn’t been con-

- firmed.

Douglas commissioners are also

- being polled for discussion topics.

The board agreed Thursday Holler

. should set up a meeting, and also said

they would submit possible topics for
it ' .

Sandra Jim R

arrangements.

Visitation will, be held today
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Walton’s.
Chapel of the Valley in Carson
City for Sandra Jim. A funeral ser-

" yice will beTomorrow, Nov 13 at’
11 a.m. ’

Sandra Jim died on Nov. 8 in
Woodfords at the age of 54. Inter-
ment will be at the Stewart Indian

"Cemeétery in Carson City.

She was born on June 21, 1943
to Greeley and Velma Jim. She
had been a student at the Stewart
Indian School and lived in Carson
City all her life.

She enjoyed dancing, music and

spending time with her family.

Survivors inciude her mother
Velma Jim of Carson City; son
Eugene Aaron Sampson, Reno;
daughters Roxanne McCormick,
Carson City, Marcie Frank, Yer-

"ington, and Lorinda Wyatt, Reno;

sister Mary Harrison, Gard-
nerville; brothers Rocky Jim and
Vernon Jim, both of Carson City,
and Glen Jim, Dresslerville; four

grandchildren; and numerous

nieces and nephews. :
“Walton’s Douglas County-Mor-

tuary in Minden is in charge of

g&ovJQmm( Wizfag
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Elly Andrews
A memorial service for Elly E
Andrews, 71, who died Nov. 10 in

Dayton, was held yesterday at A

© Walton’s Chapel of the Valley in

~xCarson City.

She was born Oct. 27, 1926:in -

Ensberg, Germany, to Joseph and

Anna ‘Weiss' Aberle, and married
: Robert Andrews in Chrcago Ill

e e e e

“onDec. 9, 1944.

-.Mrs,., Andrews had. hved in
Gardnervrlle for the last six years,
previously residing.in Carson City
and Markleeville, Calif.

She was a retired dental office

recepuomst and had been 2 mem- -

ber of the Lutheran Church.
Mrs. ‘Andrews is survived by
her husband Robert of Carson

City; daughters Carol Pacesas of -

Phoenix, ‘Ariz., and - Susan
Andrews of Sp’arks;\brother Fred-
erick Aberle, who lives in Wash-
ington; and three grandchildren. .

. Arrangements were handled by -
.. Walton’s Chapel of the Valley and - -

. Walton’s Carson Sierra Crematory

. in Carson Crty

" [T

. COHIIII(’ \lp -S001.

wle
RO Y AT mw7

,Spec ial events

Alprne Chlldren s Center w111 .
benefrt from two special events_

Turkey Bingo and a rafﬂe w111'
be held Frrday, Nov.: 21 7-10
p.m., at Turtle Rock Park."* =~ &

Cost is 25 cents a game or five - -
diners. will be “able ‘to’ partake of

cards for-$1. Desserts and bever-
ages* will be.available. Free child

- care will be-offered at the chil-

to ralse funds for Alplne KIdS

-dren S center::

i Bmgo prizes: are Thanksgrvmg .
: turkeys ‘and numerous raffle -
~prizes. will. be given away. For

information, call (916) 694- 2466 .

or 694-2390.
At Guest Chef Nrght Dec. 8,

"Edie Veatch’s pork tenderloin

w1th stuffmg, mashed potatoes .

‘gravy and applesauce plus saladA

- beverage and dessert for $7 95.

Alpme Children’s Center will

-receive $5 from évery dinger sold.

The' Guest Chef-Night will be

- offered starting at’5-p.m. ‘at the
- Alpine Restaurant in Markleevﬂle, :
' Cahf

“For mformanon call Veatch at’
69_4-293_4 or 694-2390. -
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- Turkey Bingo and a rafﬂe w111,
be-held Frtday, Nov. 21 7-10

p.m., at Turtle Rock Park.

Cost is 25 cents a crame or five -

¢ards for $1. Desserts and bever-
ages: will be ‘available. Free child

‘_Spemal events. to ralse funds for Alpme Klds

Alpme Chlldren S Center will

. : dren s center
.,benefrt from two specral events-

"Bingo pnzes are 'Ihanksglvmg
turkeys -and numerous raffle

" prizes. will be given away. For

information, call (916) 694- 2466
or694-2390. . .
‘At Guest Chef Nrght Dec 8,

7 d_1ners will be able to .partake of

Edie Veatch’s pork tenderloin

_gravy and applesauce plus salad,
* beverage and dessert for’ $7 95.°

Alpine Children’s Center will

_receive $5 from évery dinner sold.
. The Guest Chef nght will be.’
- offered starting at’5 pim..at the
Alpine Restaurant m Markleevﬂle :

Calif. . - _
For mformatlon “call Veatch at

" care W111 be offered at the chrl-‘
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~ One of the favonte hohday tradL

-tions at Sorensen’s Resort is gather-’
ing items for and then rnakmg fall
and winter decorattons

This year, ‘Sorensen’ s s offenng
two weekends of classes on Nov.

Cost is '$40 pet person.

with stuffing, mashed potatoes, -

1 22:23 (Thanksgiving theémé) and :
Dec: 6-1 (ChnST‘mas/Wmter theme) .
% " With artist and naturélrst Dlane ‘_f ,
Campbell, ‘studenits will learn to use ..
the bounty of the season s harvest_

= Wreath- makmg at Sorensen’s |

in home decorauons for the Thanks

:~g1v1ng season- In the December .
- workshop, they will learn how to

create their own. hohday wreath,.

" swagor centerprece using fresh and

naturally preserved materials from
nature. Participants can also employ.

“jtems brought. from the garden of
- the instructor, a long-time resident -

of Carson Valley

. To make 1odg1ng and/or class
; reservauons call (800) 423—9949- .

694-2934 or 694-2300.

|
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Alpine, Douglas boards W|II meet

by Christy Chalmers
R-C News Service

Douglas and Alpine counties
have a lot more in common than
just a few miles of the California-
Nevada state line.

They’ve got enough to Jusufy a
joint meeting between their gov- "]
erning bodies that will take.place -~
Tuesday morning in D0u°1as E

County.

The meeting was first suggested'
in October, when Douglas County ..
_Commissioners were lamenting

Leviathan Mine and the pollutants
it sends into Leviathan Creek,
which empties into thé Carson
River.

The mine is in Alpine County,

about 25 miles southwest of Gard- -

nerville, but Douglas commission-

‘ers say it could be just as much -

Douglas County’s - problem
because it’s part of the Carson
River’s watershed.

Discussions on dealing with the
federal government and Leviathan

Mine cleanup are planned.

Other topics up for discussion
include mutual aid agreements and
contracts for emergency services

Zeocd (oonier  tHlzqlirn

“like law enforcement, fire, para-
medic and 911 service.

Alpine County supervisors also
want to ‘disc;uss' the possibility of

leasing space in the juvenile

detention hall Douglas County is

glas plans to convert one wing of
the jail into a 14-cell facility that
will hold boys and girls.
County commissioners have
agreed to look at leasing space to-
surrounding counties. The hall

creating at its Stateline jail. Dou- -

. Dy & Cra .
fire, a glass of ‘wine- and a fine

meal at;hand, watching the fire

. light pldy across the face of oneof

the country’s premier.conserva-

‘tionists and writers, John Muir. © ©
Sorensen’s Resort welcomes -

back actor and playwright Lee .
Stetson on Satirday, Dec. 137at -

-two-dinner (only) seatings. Stet-

son . will perform his- entenmmng

- reenactment of this legendary man -
Cat both the 6 p.m and 8 p.m.. seat— ,
afe. Reserva- -

ings at SorensenA

junction, appr mmately 20° mlles
south of Lake Tahog. Domnations

‘are accepted.and matched by

Sorensen’ s and contrlbuted to’

For lodgmg andlor dmner resm"—

~.vat10ns call 1- 800—423 9949

_ should be ready in July 1998. .
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Alpine Women
Artists offer
Show and Sell

Alpine’ Women Artists, a'_"
newly-formed group of artists and
artisans, extends an invitation to

area residents and visitors to view
a collection of original work at the
Mountain and Garden Bed and
Breakfast (Merrill House), 250
Pony Express Road in Woodfords,
Saturday, Dec. 6, from 1 to 5 p.m.

“Enthusiasm among the moun-
tain crafts women has reached a
high level, as their fingers wield
scissors, pins, needles; pens, pen-
cils, paintbrushes, awls, scrapers,
and burnishers upon fabric, paper,
clay, feathers, beads, wood,
leather, willows, and pine needles
to evoke lasting impressions of the
Alpine aura,” said Gina Gigli,

* Woodfords Hotel owned by Merrill family, c. 1 95. angberg (':ollec;tio

group spokesperson.

- At this inaugural Show and Sell
exhibit at the historic Merrill
House, recently remodeled by
Linda Merrill and Cathy Merrill,
light holiday refreshments will be
served hearth-side as guests enjoy

the warm fire and hospitality
offered by the artists.

For additional information
about Show and Sell, call Gigli at
530-2253; Ellen Martin, (530)

" 694-2360; or Linda Merrill, (530)

694-0012.
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Big on deep snow and steeps, Kirkwood has drawn skiing purists for 25 years. Now, constructive
surgery is turning Tahoe’s best-kept secret into a prime vacation destination. By Ken Castle

t was snowing hard one day
last April when Barry Sgarrella
and his family"vvere at Kirk-
wood for their annual Easter
ski fling. Rather than hibernate
during the storm, they decided to look
at investment property. They found that
the resort was selling parcels for condo--
miniums around its planned Mountain
Village. Before the storm had lifted,
Sgarrella had a handshake on a deal to
build an upscale 38-unit residential and
commertcial project in what was then
the core of the village.
Sgarrella, a real-estate developer, is a

long-time skier from Marin County in
the San Francisco Bay Area and is among
a growing cadre of people who are mak-
ing things happen at Kirkwood. They
are part of the turn-around team at Lake
Tahoe’s most underrated mountain, and

they are hoping that the resort will soon

_ be something more than a remote corner

of the northern Sierra Nevada.

For 25 years, skiers at Kirkwood
have been considered the daredevils of
Tahoe—people with nerve enough to
negotiate hair-raising mountain trails,
sneer at radical dropoffs and spit in the

.eye of swirling blizzards that dropped

What will be: The $11.5 million Lodge at Kirkwood, opening this season, is the nexus of the Mountain Viilage to be completed by ZOQO‘

4 feet of snow in 24 hours. And those
were just the motorists.

Skiing the mountain—well, that was
almost an afterthought. If you could
drive over Carson Pass from Tahoe or
over Carson Spur from the Central Val-
ley (two of the most avalanche-prone
sections of highway in California), youd
be content to hunker down, appreciate
the virtue of seclusion and savor every
moment of tripping through flour-like
powder. If you weren’t a skiing purist,
there wasn’t much else. Apres-ski? How
about a Lowenbrau in the bar. Dining?
There were burgers and steaks at the
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Kirkwood Inn. Shopping? Well, you
could buy an extra pair of goggles, but
that was about it. And for entertain-
ment you could read a few chapters of
that five-pound Stephen King novel.

Of course, Kirkwood has always had
its loyalists, mostly the locals and
cornice-jumpers from South Lake Tahoe
who treat it like their private country
chub. On a typical Kirkwood day, there
are 1o lines, no hassles and lots of un-
groomed bowls. And the early season
cognoscenti know that Kirkwood’s

7,800-foot base is a hedge againsf

droughts and paltry November or
December storms. '

But with littlé to offer extept in-
credible skiing and a bunch of condo-
miniums, Kirkwood has been hanging
on by a thread. The resort’s remote loca-
tion—two hours from the nearest com-
mercial airport and 45 minutes from the
lake—went against every notion of
what it takes for a modern ski resort to
thrive. Starting in 1994, a few things
happened to change what was sounding
Iike Kirkwood’s losing playbook.

The new million-doflar Chiidreﬁ’s Center
in Timber Creek Lodge opens this season

7 irst, the access problem on the

5 roads was largely eliminated
P when CalTrans installed some
new technology called the Gaz-Ex
avalanche control system. No, it’s not a
laxative, it’s a row of cannons or tubes

2P ®m SKI m DECEMBER 1097
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Loyalists know that at Kirkwood there are no lines, no hassles and loads of ungroomed terrain.

located along major avalanche chutes
that trigger blasts of oxygen and

propane to create controlled slides.

Remotely, CalTrans crews can fire these
charges frequently to clear buildups

along Highway 88. Gaz-Ex is faster and ‘(‘k{;.

easier than tossing hand charges or
shooting projectiles, and comes in handy
during those record years when Kirk-
wood gets up to-900 inches of snow.

In 1995, the real estate market sud-

denly took off, and Kirkwood’s isolation -

went from being a liability to an asset.
Seventeen of the first 19 new condo
units in the village were pre-sold by lot-
tery within an hour. Most of the buyers
were Silicon Valley millionaires looking
for more privacy than the shorés of Lake
Tahoe could offer. Kirkwood, once lan-
guishing from buyer indifference, be-
came the hideaway of choice. Thé man-
agement and the resort’s new investors
from the Telluride Company thought
that they had turned the corner.

- But as late as last spring, with the
Mountain Village under construction,
trouble cropped up on the first building.
The condohorel that was to house the
new skier’s day lodge was beset with
huge cost overruns, design problems
and lengthy work delays, making resort
president Tim Cohee wonder if any
game plan could salvage the thing. Co-
hee, a marathon runner, isa youthful, in-

domitable spirit who thinks of winning
over adversity in the same vein as catch-
ing his second wind. But enough is
enough. “It was a multi-million-dollar
lesson,” he sighs.
Happily, the tide turned again. Dur-
mg the swmimer, the robust demand for
mountain property brought three new
developers to Kirkwood, including
Sgarrella’s Great Sierra Group. As this
edition went to press, plans were being
drawn for three additional condomini-
um projects, two of them in the village.
One of these, another Kirkwood-
financed effort, will offer quartershares,
similar to what ski developer Les Otten
has done at Sunday River, Maine. These
and the future full-share units are ex-
pected to go on sale around Christmas.
‘What skiers will see this season is
the opening of the $11.5 million Lodge at
Kirkwood. The four-story, steel-
reinforced building houses conde units
on its upper floors. On the ground floor
is an array of skier services that includes
a spacious lobby with fireplace, a store
called Kirkwood Trading Company and
a bar called Off the Wall, named after
the hairball slope framed in irs win-
dows. There is also a check-in center for
all of the resort’s properties. Cohee de-
scribes the-architectural style as con-
temporary Rocky Mountain, with warm
woods, log detail and rock accents.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SPIKER STOCK
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With a base elevation of 7,800 feet and 2,000 feet of vertical, Kirkwood will always be a
prime Tahoe destination for skiers who place an emphasis on snow quality and terrain.

The Lodge is the nexus of the Moun-
tain Village, and all other buildings will
have a similar mix of lodging and com-
mercial space. The 35-unit quartershare

project is designed to offer all the trap-.

pings of a first-class hotel, including a
spa, fitness club, saunas, ski check and
concierge service, which are expected to
be in operation for the 1998-99 season.
By the year 2000, says Cohee, skiers will
be able to enjoy a full pedestrian village

with a plaza, several stores, at least one

-Dew restaurant, an ice-skating rink, a
recreation center with an indoor swim- ~

ming pool and 1} new condominium
units, many of which will be on a rental
program for public use. Adding these
units to the existing bed-base will in-
crease total lodging capacity to 1,500.
Skiers who stay at the Mountain
Village won’t have to walk far for a

4P w sk1 m DECEMBER 1907

chairlift. Six lifts, including new ones and
replacements, will originate from the vil-
lage, literally within steps of the condos.
“We think that this will be the most up-
hill access from any mountain ski village
in North America,” says Cohee.

It’s no secret that Kirkwood’s
mountain facilities are still retro, with
fixed-grip, double and triple chairlifts
that have long been surpassed by mod-
ern high-speed quads at other Tahoe
resorts. But with money from its real
estate sales, the ski area can now afford
to remake its mountain. High on the list,

maybe for next summer, is the replace- -

ment of Chair 4, the double in Sunrise
Bowl, with a high-speed quad. The up-
date will increase access and shorten
liftlines at this popular intermediates’
playground. Following that Kirkwood
will install another quad lift—or possi-

bly something called a “chondola” (one
gondola cabin for every nine chairs)—
from the base of Chair I (in front of the

. main lodge) to the top of Chair 2. That

lift will turn what is now a 30-minute
journey on two chairs into a quick six-
minute ride to the trail that accesses
Sunrise Bowl. And to sweeten this pro-
ject, Kirkwood intends to build 2 moun-
taintop restaurant on Caples’ Crest that
-will have a 360-degree view of the peaks
surrounding Kirkwood.

Beyond that, maybe around the new
millenmium, Cohee has his sights set on
what would be the largest terrain ex-
pansion in the resort’s history—a 500-
acre advanced intermediate area called
Martin Point, which extends along a
ridge above homes in the West Mead-
ows north of the existing ski boundaries.

‘While there was a flurry of hammer-
ing and sawing at the Village last sum-
mer, other projects also were under con-
struction. This season Kirkwood takes
the wraps off its new million-dollar,
state-of-the-art Children’s Center at
Timber Creek Lodge. Parents will now
be able to offload their tykes at a conve-
niept drive-up, and let the staff take
over. And to enhance Timber Creek (a
learning center separated from the more
difficult trails), there will be two new
surface lifts and a series of new terrain
parks specifically designed for children.

Cohee is aware that a dozen build-
ings may not seem like a village that is
on the order of Whistler or Vail, but
they will be sufficient to give Kirk-
wood’s dedicated clientele more ameni-
ties to enjoy a weekend stay without
getting bored and without having to eat
at the same restaurants every night. “For
people who want to stay at the base of a
great mountain and walk to the lifts, we
will have an excellent combination of
lodging, dining and shopping,” he says.

Kirkwood’s rejuvenation was long in
coming, and it has been overshadowed
by ambitious villages that are in the
works at Squaw Valley and Mammoth

Mountain. But buyers who are snapping

up condos and homesites at Kirkwood
know that the best-kept secret at Tahoe
is about to get a whole lot better. ¢

PHOTOGRAPH BY GREG HANSON
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The gift of giving: On Dec. 19, bring 2 $10
toy to Homewood, and ski for just $5.

Sk

Dec. 997

&lki Homewood, Calif.
The 8th Annual Ho-Ho-Homewood Toy
Drive is Dec. 19. Bring a toy worth $10 or

more, and you can ski or ride all day for

$5. Toys go to families in the Lake Tahoe
and Reno area. Santa skis at Homewood
Dec. 20-Jan. 4.

Squaw Valley, Calif. ;

On Dec. 28, look for the U.C. Berkeley
marching band to play in full dress on
the slopes. The band starts playing at
the bottom of the Cable Car, then goes
up to High Camp, over to Gold Coast
and down the mountain to the base for
an afternoon session.

Whistler/Blackesmb, B.C.

At Blackcomb on Christmas day, snow-
boarders can celebrate by riding high in
the Christmas Day Pipe Jam. Those not
quite up to halfpipe riding can partake

in one of many snowboard camps and

PHOTOGRAPHS (LEFT) JOE McBRIDE (RIGHT) TIM HANCOCK

Holiddy Calendar' and News

clinics happening in the days following
Christmas: A Women’s All-Star Camp
hirs Whistler Dec. 26-27, and the Snow-
boarding Camp of Champions hits the
same hill Dec. 27-28. Ski competition
fans have a slew of pro events from
which to choose: Men’s Downhill and
Super G Dec. 11-14 and the World Cup
of Extreme Freeskiing Jan. 4-7. On New
Year’s Eve, a torchlight parade is
followed by First Night in Whistler
Village, an outdoor, nonalcoholic family
event with entertainment on two stages.
Or, ring in the New Year on top-of
the mountain at Pika’s with a gourmer
dinner, followed by dancing.

Lake Louise, Alverta

Lake Louise will host the World Ice-
Sculpting Competition Jan. 16-18, which
draws competitors from around the

‘world. Not a week later, from Jan. 23

through Feb. 1, the 8lst Annual

et away from muzac in the mall,
Ggrab youxr cookie cutters, and head

to the mountains for some authentic hol-
iday cheer. What fo]low; are a few ideas:

Heavenly,; Calii.

‘The highlight of the holiday season at
Heavenly is the ESQ ski With Thej '
Grearts event on Jan. 3 and 4. Demo ski
and snowBoaId equipment, p?rtake in

instructional clinies
celebrity pro-am race featuring such
greats as Phil Mahre, Bill Johnson apd
Kiki Cutter. On Jan. 9 and 10, the com-
petition gets serious when the

and watch the

Wendy’s Downhill Relays hit the

slopes. Teams of former Olympic aJ%d
World Cup champions compete i
relay-style events for more than
$300,000 in prizes and money.

—1
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Alpine Meadows, Calif.

Alpine Meadows knows that nobody
loves the holidays more than children.
That’s why it has scheduled a Children’s
Christmas Race for Dec. 24. Santa will be
at the obstacle-course finish line, hand-

mountain hosts its third annual Ski the
Eve. The first 100 people to buy tickets
receive a free T-shirt. From 3-5:30 pm,
there’s music at the base area on the
deck, and once night falls, a fireworks
display and torchlight parades (one led

by children, another by mountain em-
ployees) round out the on-mountain
New Year’s celebration.

While kids may prefer a run through the
obstacle-course relay, adults choose
Alpine Meadows’ natural obstacles.

Bear Mountain, Calif.
Throughout the weeks preceding and
following Christmas, check out the car-
olling sounds of The Electric Youth
Group, which will be making eight ap-
pearances on the day-lodge deck Those
with a competitive streak can partake in
Bear’s Boardercross Series, which kicks
off on Dec. 21. Separate events for skiers,
snowboarders and skiboarders will be
held, with three heats in each category.
Cash and merchandise prizes will be
awarded, and follow-up events will be
held in February and March.

PHOTOGRAPH BY LARRY PROSOR

ing out candy canes. Then, on Dec. 31, the

Throughout ski country, resorts work
hard to get skiers into the holiday spirit.

Northstar-At-Tahoe, Calif. ,
On Dec. 13, take part in the Full-moon
BBQ and Cross-Country Ski Tour. Head
into the woods on Northstar’s Nordic
trails, and the reward is a blazing bon-
fire. The more ambitious can snowshoe,
cross-country and telemark ski in the
XC triathlon on Dec. 20.

Nothing like a-white Christmas to keep
skiers—and resort managers——happy.

Mammoth Mountain, Calif.

The town of Mammoth hosts a tree-
lighting ceremony Dec. 5. Check out
Mammoth’s new terrain park, the Un-
bound, at the Boardercross vs. Mo-
tocross event Dec 13-14. The Unbound
features music, a mid-park cafe and

lights for night skiing and boarding.

Sierra-At-Tahoe, Calif.
‘WinterFaire, held Dec. 14, has prize draw-
ings, food and a snow-calling contest. On
Dec. 20, join in the Holiday Snowboard
Workshop to step up your technique.

PHOTOGRAPHS (TOP) DOUG BERRY
(BOTTOM) NATHAN BILOW



Banff/Lake Louise Winter Festival gets
underway. Parades, horse-drawn sleigh
rides, dog-sled races and various other
winter-sport competitions and festivi-
ties guaréntee 10 days of fun.

Diamond Peak, Nev.

As part of the Northern Lights Festival,
skiers staying in local lodging can ski free
at Diamond Peak Dec. 21-23. Skiers stay-
ing elsewhere can ski for $10 on those
days. The festival, which runs Dec. 21-31,
includes a variety of events throughout
the community, starting with the free
skiing and ending with a New Year’s
Gala. Call (800) GO-TAHOE for infor-
mation on all ticket pricing.

Tonnt Bachelor, Ore.

Bright and early on Jan. 1, start your
year off right by torturing yourself at
Bachelor’'s New Year’s Relays at the
Nordic Center. Teams of three to four

_ 3Kl Deec 1997

people take turns panting and sweating
the 12-mile race. Winners take pride in

knowing they got a head-start on their

New Year’s resolutions.

BEL. Hood Meadows, Ore.

The highlight of the Holly Fest Family
Celebration Dec. 12-14 is the Slopestyle
Snowboard Competition on Dec. 13. But

other famﬂy«oriented events—such as,

“The Great Snowdeer Search”—round
out the weekend festivities.

Snogualmie Pass, Wash.

On Dec. 20, to properly greet the first
day of winter, Snoqualmie is hosting
Kickin’ into Winter. This all-day cele-
bration features ski and snowboard
demos and various live bands, plus en-

tertainment for kids and families.

Here, There & BEverywhere
There’s nothing like a good torchlight

parade to put you in the mood. Look for
blazers at Kirkwood, Mt. Hood Mead-
ows, Whistler, Squaw Valley, Northstar-
At-Tahoe and Snow Summit.

Ski instructors weave figure-8s down the
hill bearing sparklers on steroids. Every-
one who falls, buys a round.

The Buck Stops Here

Hot Heotel

Starbuck’s high-octane expansion is not
being greeted enthusiastically in Tahoe
City, Calif. The Seattle coffee chain is ru-
mored to be taking over a building that
now houses the Tahoe City Pharmacy in
the center of town. In response, some lo-
cal coffee and sandwich shops circulat-
ed a petition and gathered more than
1,000 signatures from people ‘who don’t
want Starbuck’s. But the anti-bucks
have little chance of decaffeinatiﬁg the

giant because the county cannot tell a

corporation that their business is not
welcome. “Earing and drinking estab-
lishments are an allowed use,” said Bill
Coombs, 2 senior planner for Placer
County, “but the petition might send a
message to Starbucks.”

Chatean Whistler resort was rated the
number one hotel in Canada by Travel
and Leisure and Condé Nast Traveler in
each of the magazine’s anmual Top 100
issues. The hotel, which is driven by
convention-type business, recently fin-
ished a $45 million expansion and now
boasts 555 rooms and spa facilities that
woo even the most parpered guest.

Hext Stop Nagano

The first U.S. Olympic Snowboard team
will be selected following the third and
final U.S. Snowboard Grand Prix event
in Mammeoth, Calif. Following the com-
petition on Saturday Jan. 26-31, the top

finishers will travel to Reno and fly from

there straight to Nagano.

U.S. Snowboard Team member, Sondra Van Ert.

‘PHOTOGRAPH BY TiM HANCOCK
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AG Ruling
Borders
On the
Surreal

’]?lu;w's big nouble biewing in
Califomia’s snwllest disuict
atturney's uflice.

The vne-and-onty prosecutor in
liny Alpine Cuunty (pupulation
1,200 peuple, vie supesior court
judge) fives 25 miles away in
neighboriog Nevada, And Alpine
Cuunty DA Cotleen Hamingway
deeso’want W nove.

But fast week Attonmiey General
Dan Lungren delivered some il
udings.

“A county buard of super visors
. oL Eysnol wanve Qi reguiteine it
Ut the appointed olficer be
vitizen of the Siite of Calilornia,”
rezds an opsion issued by the AG.

[n a tefepione fnterview rom
her Marbteevifle uifice,
Henungway saud, “This is
disuessing. IU's my carcer at ske.”

The 32-year-old Wester State
Liversity ol Law graduate went o
work as Alpine County’s onfy
deputy distict attoruey in |99

In Apiil 1996 Hemingway's
buss, tic uewiy elevied Tunothy
Peiberion, resigned afier only 13
meths o uilice. The Alpuie
County Beard of Supervisurs
spoointed Hemingway ot
$324.0C-a-yeur pust.

But, protupied by a cidzen
complaing, the county’s vutside
counsel Thomas Jelry I of
Swekion's Neunuller & Beardsice
quercd Lungren.

Last wgek, Depuly. Attoriey
Genezal Gregury Gonot delivered
the bud newss a disuics alorney m
Calitomun hiss o be o wesideul ol
e aste.

Now, nobudy is sure what the
nextlimuve s,

Pembeston puints vut thal
Lungeen's upiniun is non-binding
and suggests the county could
prevail if W challenged the Reding,

Hemiingway, however, said
fighting "might a0t be in the best
interest of Afpine Couniy.”

Meanwhile, wybody appuointed
in Hewingway's stead wanld have
w stand for cleetion next Novemnber
— a pruspeet that could seare suine
from the 300-case-a-year job.

Alsu cotiplicating maiters, ot
least according 1o Pembenun, are
the "nasly, small-wwu politics™ of
Alpine County.

Peiuberton, who defeated a e
year incumibent in November 1994,
said he decided almost from tic
first day he assuined utlice in
Janvary (995 ibat he wanted W
feave. He staycd on only toug
sueugh o ensure thal the Adpine
board of supervisoes Tound money
W hire un autside county couisel,

Up unil Pemberton assued
ullice, die Alpine County DA alse
served as e county voeunsel Onee
he sevomplishe:d te split, he qui

“This is w mean-spivied tdle
pleze and tis runming the most
quatiiied persan out ol wown” said
Peinbenion, who s now o Jull-tmse
avd diligalor. “iL8 simpiy goiny o
alfow the weod ol Sovs o get ene
of therr owar g,

- Fund Elias
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Program cares
about children

!

and families

by Joyce MHollister
Staff Writer

Kids need (o spend time with their families. Par-
ents need to spend time with their kids.

One good way for this to happen is for the whole
family to go to a movie, or in the summertime, per-
haps take a trip to Wild Waters in Sparks.

But not all [amilies can afford it.

For the past 16 years, Edie Veatch, director of
Alpine Kids in Woodfords-Markleeville in Alpine
County. Calil.. has made sure that kids and adults
are able do a wide variety of wholesome activities
together.

On Saturday, 107 people ranging in age from
babies to a woimnan over 60 saw a special showing
of “Flubber™ at the Meadowdale Cinema in Gard-
nerville. Alpine Kids paid for the admission and
one [ood item and one drink per person.

“Everybody enjoyed it,”" Veatch said. “It was
nice [or them to have the opportunity, because it
you have very many kids, you can’t afford to go.”

For low-income or even middle-income families,
taking mom and dad and two or more children to
the movies is (0o costly.

The same is true for such fun stufl as going to
Wild Walers or even the Carson Valley Swim Cen-
ter — the more kids a family has, the less likely
they can do things together.

Then there are the single-parent families, who,
by their very nature, don’t usually have the dispos-
-able income needed for trips and recreation.

Alpine Kids is doing more than offering inexpen-
sive fun once or twice a month, according to
Veatch, and the outings and other Alpine Kids
ebents provide safe and wholesortie fAiily activi-

(1es. -

“Low-income families and middle-income fami-
lies come together to share in family time,” Veatch
said, “Because the same benefits are offered to
everyone, there is never a feeling of someone get-
ting more than someone else.”

Outings include parents, grandparents, babies.
youths, teens and single adults in a mixed-caltural
group: those of Native American, Hispanic, black
or white origin. Foster children are included with
their foster parents, occasionally with their
estranged pareats along.

Al the movies last Saturday, for instance, among
the folks to see “Flubber” were a bartender, a
teacher, a waitress, secretaries, a contractor, a min-
ister. an auto mechanic, a court clerk, Indian educa-
tion aides, cooks, foster parents, single moms,
homemakers, unemployed people and a carwash
attendant, and of course, kids.

Veatch estimates that Alpine Kids spends about
$1,000 a month of family outings.

@ Rofe models

Volunteer leaders act as role models for families
who are “at-risk™ — which can tange from families
suffering from extreme isolation in rural Alpine
County to parents struggling with drug and alcohol
abuse. mental illness or trouble with the law.

“One of the biggest things we do.,” Veatch said,
“is stop abuse by helping relieve financial stress.
People who are financially strapped seem to abuse
their kids. We offer them support and places to go.”

Sometimes. parents are too busy or just don’t

See Alpine Kids on page 2
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Cody McGeein
juggles his popcorn
and drink at the
special showing of
“Flubber” for Alpine
Klds on Saturday.
Below, the
McGeein family
waits for the movie
to start. R-C photos

+ by Michael
Okimoto
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Alpine Kids: Cares for and supports families

Continued form page 1
know hdw to plan a family outing.

“If somebody preplans an out-
ing for you, and all you have to do
is say you're going, there’s no rea-
son you can’t come,” Veatch said.

“Or if you've never been
trained to do that — adults from
alcoholic homes have always been
promised something and it never
happens. This way. it always hap-
pens. Our promises are always
kept. Children in alcoholic homes
are not used to that.”

It’'s OK to be a kid

Alcohol and drugs are banned.
Kids and adults on the trips learn
that they don’t have to drink to
have fun.

“You can get out there and
throw a bowling ball,” Veatch
said.

“You don't need a drink. Teen-
agers especially — they need to
see that they can get out there,
throw a gutter ball or rollerskate
and fall down, and it’s OK. It’s
OK 1o be a little kid.”

Besides one or two family out-
ings a month, Alpine Kids plans a
big trip once a year. Every two
years, the group goes to Marine
World-Africa USA. It has taken
up to 125 or so kids and adults to
an Oakland As game.

The group went to see
“Brigadoon™ produced by Western
Nevada Community College’s
musical theater in November ‘dnd

will attend 2 Reno Rage icé hock»

ey game this month.- %

Next year, family outings
include swimming at Carson Val-
ley Swim Center (two hours all
alone after the pool closes to the
public, with pizza afterwards),
skating at Skate Trak in Carson
City, a trip to see the Shrine Cir-
cus and Reno Rodeo in Reno in
the spring and a trip to Sand Har-
bor for a barbecue and Wild
Waters in Sparks during the sum-
mer.

All outings include food or a
meal of some sort.

“Of course, when you're work-

ing with teen-agers, you have to
feed them. Men and teen-agers
won’t come if we don’t have plen-
ty of food,” Veatch added, with
her characteristic chuckle.
B Other activities

Some of the additional activities
are peer group meetings (by grade
level) once a month for youths,
offering crafts, sports, outdoor
hikes or whatever leaders have in
mind, and teen and adult volley-
ball games in the winter.

Alpine Kids also sponsors
wotkshops for teens and families
which feature frank discussions
about health, drug, alcohol or
child abuse, parenting, teen preg-
nancy, AIDS, suicide and other
family issues.

Youths and their parents attend
and have dinner together. Younger
children are given free care at
Alpine Children’s Center, which is
the umbrella, non-profit organiza-
tion for Alpine Kids.

In addition, the group sponsors
two blood drives a year, in the
spring and in the fall. :

But it’s not free

Belonging to Alpine Kids is not
entirely free. There is a charge of
$10 per person or $25 per family.
The monthly family outings are
open to a member and all of his or
her family members, but they have
to make advance arrangements.
Members must live or work in
Alpme County

. “They havefo  come i iwith-

something,” Veatch said of the
fees. 1 have a lady on welfare
who pays her family fee. I've
talked to her about enrolling only
one of her kids, but she says it’s
important that all her children
belong. She’s got five kids.”

The grade level peer groups
meet once a month with their lead-
ers. Leaders include Vanessa Cruz
and Derinda Caldera, who operate
the kindergarten-1Ist grade group;
Regina Watson, Pam Ledbetter
and Teresa Horse, grades 2-3;
Jeanne Lear and Barbara Howard
(who have been volunteer leaders

for 10 years), grade 4-6 girls: Joe
Voss. Dale Bennett and Adelina
Osario, grade 4-6 boys: Edie
Veatch and Jo Daugherty. grades
7-8: and Dave Roberts and Chuck
Daugherty, grades 9-12.

Alpine Kids also has cross-
country skis, camping and other
recreational equipment available
for families (o check out. One pro-
gram gives car seats or seat belts
to families who need them.

Al volunteers

Alpine Kids receives its operat-
ing money from a couple of fund-
raisers held during the year, dona-
tions from private individuals or
businesses and state and federal
grants which are administered by
Alpine County.

Veatch and all her leaders are
strictly volunteers. She estimates
she puts in about 500 hours a year
and the leaders, from 100 to 150
or more each. County agencies
help her with referrals and give
her plenty of support.

Alpine Kids works closely with
a variety of social services agen-
cies and is a program of Alpine
Children’s Center, which is oper-
ated by a non-profit board. Veatch
is the center’s executive director.

“That’s my paid job,” she says
with a laugh.

Alpine Kids™ mission statement
is “To make life better for children
in Alpine County.”

“When a child can be with his

oFiher-parents.” Veatchisaid, -

“doing thmgs that make both child
and ad@it’ Taugh that child's life
has to be better.”




LEADERS A few of the volunteers who work
with Alpine Kids posed for a photo recently. From
left are Vanessa Cruz, Jo Daugherty, Jeanne

Lear Edie Veatch and Regma Watson Photo
courtesy Tom Nagel

Agenc
Alpine Kids has received glowiflg leucruoj
support from agencies which refer familiés 1Q its
program and parents whose children have betiefit

ted from it.

Among them are:

i “Alpine Kids ... was created because there
are no group Tunctions in Alpine County for ¢hil-
dren or families. Because of Alpine Kids, the
activities have little or no cost to the participants,
and they emphasize ‘families first.™

Sandy King and Linda Pullen of Alpine

County Department of Social Serv1ces
“Alpine Kids has been one of thefew.":
resources this department has to refer juvenile

wards, status offenders and adult probations over
the past several years ... Their program truly
offers community events which our clients would
not otherwise have the opportunity or means to
participate in ... It is equally important for them
to realize that other people care about them and
are concerned for their futures. Alpine Kids has a
proven track record of showing care and con-
cern...”

Robert A. Bowman, Chief Probation Officer

for Alpine County Probation Department
4 “As the mental health clinician for Alpine
County, 1 have observed the positive impact of
Alpine Kids on the community as a whole and in
particular with the individuals and families I
serve.

“The isolation and rural atmosphere of our

e

L£Lounty con

ies and pag,r@ms lend their Supp@rﬂ;

tributes to numerous psychosocial con-
cerms,-§ uch A¢'the potennal for depression, cultur-
al division and juvenile delinquency/gang activity.
“Alpine Kids has without question benefited
individyals #nd families by providing much need- -
ed healthy activity, stimulation and intercultural
communication...”
Frank: Jacobelli, Mental Health, Alcohol and
Drug Services for Alpine County
1 “When Alpine Kids has family outings and
group outings, the children would go places where
they haven’t been before. In my children, I can
see they feel good-about themselves afterwards ...
Also, thiere is a sense of being part of Alpine
County as a whole, not as one culture.
Yvonne Christensen
When my son was first introduced to Alpine
Kids. he was 2 years old. I was on my way to
prison for a felony DUI conviction ... While I
was away, my son participated in Alpine Kids
acuvmes like swimming, bowling, skating, things
mnever have been able to do if left up to
me. He received from them social and emotional
reinforcement in his life. T could not be there for
him, but they were. He is now 6 years old. He’s
well-rounded, competitive and academically nor-
mal. He would not be this way without the care
and nurturing of Alpine Kids ...They never gave
up hope for me, either. They liave shown me a
better way of living and raising my son...”
Janice Generilli
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ccation Department is now tak1 g
for its Ski Program 0 Kll‘kWOOd

- *- The program is‘open: 0 “kids 4
* first throtigh eighth and: welcomies: every-

one, from beginners :to: advanced skiers.

. Trips are every Sunday from Jan 4 1;0
) March 29 . :

: and in¢ludes. transportatlon Sﬁpervxs10n, .
~ ski lessons, ‘ski rentals, Tift-tickets and
time on. the:s]opes: Trips depairt the recre- . -

ation division at 8 a m. “and retum approx—
“imately 4:30 pim. T

Participants can pre—reglster by gomg ‘

“fo the department s office; located-at 1327

) s Waterloo Lane in Gardnervillg, or by call-

ing the department at7 82-9828:

The DCPRD is also offenng a “tot”' -

~skiing program for kids ages 4-6. Tnps

~ are on Wednesdays becmnmg Jan. 14 and
- last from 8:30 am. t0 2:30 pm.._ * .

. Costis $30 per ddy arid includes trans-

. portation, superv1sxq\n snack slq rentals
and a two-hourlesson. ~ 7 " ,

. Forigre mformanon o the. “tOt” pro-

aram or any orher, calI thé re¢ dwxslon o

Lz 29 )?L\OQO pso:)@?
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BELINDA GRANT/Nevada Appeal News Semce

Flood waters jumped the banks of the Carson River during the New
Year’s flood last January Here is an aerial view- of the west sxde of the

Carson Valley.

New Year's was flood of Century

Staff reports

) Accordingr to the latest reports from
the U.S. Geological Survey, the New

Year’s flood was a record breaker along:

. the Carson and Walker Rivers.

Gauges along the two rivers showed.
that the New Year’s flood was indeed the .

flood of the century.

“The peak flow-was greater ... at five

gauging stations on the Carson River and
at six stdations on the Walker River;” said
Steve Hammond, spokesman.

~Gauges along the Carson River’s West
Fork indicated that the river flows

- - exceeded forecasts for the 100-year flood

by nearly 25 percent and broke a 34—year—
old record.

. At Wogdfords, ‘the monitor recorded a
peak of 8,100 cubic feet per second where
forécasts were for 6,270 cfs. The highest
recorded flow before that was in 1963
when 4, 890 cfs passed the monitor.

A 100-year flood has a 1 percent chance

“of occurring in any given year.
" Inlate December 1996, storms built up
a large snowpack-in the higher altitudes,

- and in January it unleashed unprece-

dented flows on the Walker and Carson
rivers.

At the Fort Churchlll momtonng sta- A

Mevede frppead (272447

tion, 22,300 cubic feet per sgoond of\;vater
flowed past the gauge. The predicted
flows for the 100-year flood was 16,800

cfs. The highest recorded was 16 600 cfs '

in 1986.
Flows from Vlcee Canyon Creek near

Carson City’s Sagebrush ‘Ranch, - were

measured at 4,000 cfs, with predicted
100-year flow ‘at 370 cfs. The highest
recorded flow was in 1982 with flows of

. 200 cfs.

At the West Walker River below th tle
Walker River near Coleville, Calif., moni--
tors recorded 12,300 cfs where normal’
flows were forecast for: 8,680 cfs. The
highest recorded was 6,220 cfs i in 1950.:

. At Buckeye Creek near Bridgeport,
Calif., flows of 2,750. cfs were recorded,
with the 100-year prediction at 1,160 cfs.
The highest recorded was 947 cfs in 1963.

“The January 1997 peak: charge was
larger than recorded for. previous floods
at many stations on the Wa]ker River,”
Hammond said.. i v

The USGS operates more than 30
streamflow monitors on the Carson-River
and more than 20 on the Walker River. ™




	1995-1997 All Scanned Files.pdf
	1997-b-09
	1997-b-10
	1997-b-11
	1997-b-12
	1997-c-01
	1997-c-02




