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Book: Jerry and Janine Sprout are shown with their book.

Continued from page 1
doubled in the last 15 years.

“Now the Alpine Sierra is
becoming an option between
Tahoe and Yosemite. It’s got
something nothing else does,” he
said.

Jerry said that something is
access to the high altitudes and the
fact that 95 percent of the county
is public land.

Maytz . aa Lec. Casner

by Mertie Leininger
Staff Writer

n Alpine Coun-
ty couple have
recently pub-
hshed a book for peo-
ple who love the
untouched environment
of Alpine County as much as they do.

Jerry and Janine Sprout have lived in
Markleeville since the *70s and this winter sat
down together to put out “Trailblazer,” the first
and only travel guide for Alpine County.

Jerry is the writer, who also has worked at
Rite of Passage, and Janine is a graphic designer
who has worked in the public information office
of the Nevada State Museum. She also took all
the photographs for the book.

Writing a novel about Snowshoe Thompson is

recreation’

- what got Jerry Sprout interested in the history

of the area, he said.
“It is a tool for people who already appreciate
Alpine County. I hope it gives them access and

it contributes to the preservation of what is good -

about Alpine County,” Sprout said.

The book also goes into great detail about the
scenic drives and self-propelled recreation, such
as hiking, skiing, biking and kayaking.

“It’s more about recreation, but there is a pret-
ty fair amount of history.

“There are six driving histories, two in Alpine
County, two around Tahoe, one on Foothill

&Corc QOD(‘\QF N\(&L\ {2 laqq

“It’s healthful and beautiful.
Going outdoors in the Sierra in the

Long-time residents’ first
edition of the guide sold out
in the early 1980s. The hook
is aimed at ‘people who
helieve in seli-propelled

toward Virginia City and one
toward Bodie, that all include
local history, and the beginning of
each hiking trail has the history of
the area,” Sprout said.

The couple has extensive per-
sonal knowledge of the hiking
trails in the area.

“We’ve been hiking about 200
miles a year for 20 years,” he said.

The couple put out a smaller first edition of
the guide in the *80s,” he said. ““What to do in
Alpine County’ sold out so fast, but we never
got around to updating it.”

Sprout said the book is good for people who
believe in conservation.

“It’s a guide book for people who believe in
self-propelled recreation. I hope it makes Alpine
County more popular among people who believe
in conservation,” he said.

He said this is a good time to live in and visit
Alpine County because those with economic
interests and those with environmental interests
are now agreed that outdoors recreation is the
best thing about Alpine.

“We believe the economic base is dependent
upon conservation of natural resources. Over the
years, people who want to preserve the environ-
ment have been at odds with the people who
want to build up the economy, but for the first
time, they are hand in hand.”

Sprout said the visitors to Alpine County have

See Sprouts on page 2

Spmu%s Alpme County guide now available

443-7227.
The book can be bought by

summer is the equivalent of going
to the finest museums in Paris,” he
said.

The book is being distributed
by the Sprouts’ company, Dia-
mond Valley Co., and through a
catalog put out by Wilderness
Press in Berkeley, Calif. Wilder-
ness Press can be reached at (800)

writing the Sprouts at 89 Lower
Manzanita Drive, Markleeville,
Calif. 96120.

The book costs $14.95 and two
books are $25.95. Include $3.20
for shipping, plus $1.23 for sales
tax.

Phone or fax orders may be
placed by calling (530) 694-2740.
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BY REX BOVEE
Appeal Staff Writer
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A burn team member Walked along, dnbbhng
flaming diesel and gasoline into the soft pine-nee-
dles between the Jeffrey and pifion pmes above In-
dian Creek Reservoir.

A couple yards away, the holding team had ex-
tended a fire line another 25 feet, pulling back nee-
dles and brush with shovels, fire rakes and
pickaxes. They stood ready to bury any flame that
dared to violate the boundary.

‘Needles, fallen twigs and br anches slash left
over from a thinning operation — all got caught up
in the fire’s enthusiasm.

The morning breeze, indécisive, pushed ﬂames
and smoke back and forth lightly at first. But the
rise of the hot gasses created a draft, pulled the cool
air into the fire which fanned the flames.

Gray curtains of smoke opened and closed, of-
fered teasing views of runners of flame climbing the
bark of a few trees, reaching for the green, live Jef-
frey pine limbs 20 or 30 feet from the ground.

The thick, soft duft burned easily but quickly and

still smoldered on the ground but the fire itself had
moved on, prodded with dnp torches and herded by
the holding team.

Beneath the charred needles, the roots of peren-
nial grass were still alive. Above, manzanita leaves
and pine needles still hung green. The live branch-
es of the Jeffrey pines were unscorched.

Tuesday’s fire was a prescribed burn, a 13-acre
controlled removal of accumulated fuel from the
forest floor above the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’s popular fishing and camping spot between
Woodfords and Markleeville, Calif.

n lo

 fastfire tankers.

the fire starved on the forest’s carpet. Lonely limbs.

; “Prescnbed burns are a small but growmg partof -

the land ‘management {pry

* gram for the bureau, accor
ing to forester Steep Weis

- California buys
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ing wildfires — have provided

some insights about fire pre—
vention and control, he said.

Land managers now accept that periodic ﬁres are

part of the forest life cycle, helping renew the vari-

ety and vitality of vegetation.
Weiss called it, “a fire-adapted ecosystem.”
But a century of logging has created forests of un-

‘naturally uniform age and spacing. Decades of vig-

orous suppression of forest fires has allowed the

accumulation of dense undergrowth that feeds fires’

when they do start. Forests of evenly sized trees en-
couraged fire to leap from crown to crown..

“If we don’t manage these fuels, when a fire

starts, we have a giant fire,” Weiss said. “In 1984
or 85, a fire here burned 19,000 acres, Events like
that made us realize we had to do something to
manage accumulations of fuel like this.”

The bureau does not take a single-minded ap-
proach to dealing with;the fuel build up, he said.

Weiss said some of the area included in the pre-
scribed burn had been thinned by commercial log-
gers, which increased the spacing between trees
and allowed light to reach the ground to encourage
other species.

“We picked the trees we wanted to keep, then
someone else paid us to be allowed to harvest the
ones we didn’t want,” Weiss said.

“The logging was a pretty low-impact operation,”
he'said, indicating the logging road that was blend-
ing back into the forest floor.

Years of fighting wildfires —
and paying the costs of ﬁght-,

'reScrlbed burning

has Alpine County

resident smoldering

BY REX BOVEE
Appeal Staff Writer

As John Whitaker locked down from his deck
Tuesday toward Indian Creek Reservoir, he was
not happy to see the smoke rising.

The prescribed burn on Bureau of Land Man-
agement forest below was going well, Whitaker

_conceded. But he recalled a night a year ago when

he awoke to see a dozen trees aflame.

“They didn’t leave anyone up there watching 1t
1 got on my phone and called and they sent some-
body back up,” Whitaker said.

“Fortunately, it was dead calm that night, but
suppose it had been windy?”

Whitaker, 70, is serious about the danger of fire
in the forest. His 20 acres are surrounded by pines,
brush and grasses..

Whitaker has cleared defensﬂ)]e space around
his new home. He installed a 2,500-gallon under-
ground water tank with pump and 200 feet of can-
vas hose to fight off a fire.

The water supply was required by the county on
his building permit. Whitaker said he didn’t think
it was much use without the rest, so he created his
own “fire department” with the pump and hose.
~ And Tuesday morning, while the BLM’s Silver

e

Please see BURNING, BACK PAGE

Please see SMOLDERING, BACK PAGE
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Weiss said. Buf the U.S. Forest
Service had one ‘going farther

= - - -
Burning
south and has been burning near

»Contmued from Page A1 “Incline Village to reduce fire dan-

* At another point, a Cahforma . gerin the Tahoe basin.
Conservatlon Corps crew manual- ‘The.bureau has completed its
‘ly'cnleared brush and branches envn‘onmental assessment of the
beneath. the pines and among ™ ‘area, which included information
ter brush and. manzamtas,' needed before burns can be pre-
. Weiss gald r ’ ", scribed. Specific sites are selected
rést fires do oceur, as man- for suitability. of terrain, vegeta-

agement' continues, the forests tion and proximity to other forest
 should return to the natural mosa-  ygeg; among many factors consid-

ic ‘of mixed vegetation that can ered. ‘

‘SIOW fires, he said. o Boundarles are marked and
‘This was the first burn for the crews usmg hand tools cut a fire

‘bureaus Carson City Dlstnct , ‘

line around the burn area, days or
weeks before the burn day. The-
moisture content of Vegetatlon and
fuel are evaluated, weather fore- -
casts are checks and the availabil-
ity of fire crews and equipment are
confirmed, Weiss said.

And the burns are limited by
spring snow melt on one end and
the fire seasen on the other:

“Prescribed burns are still pret-
ty new here are not necessarily
well-accepted,” Weiss said. “It’s
taken us eight years to get to this
point, but you’ll be seeing more of
them




Hope VaIIey river cleanup day set

The Friends of Hope Valley will

sponsor its annual Spring Cleanup

Day on Saturday, May 29, from 9

am. to2p.m. _

The project will include repair-
ing fences and planting willows
along the riparian zone of the West
Fork Carson River. The group will
meet at the Burnside Road turnoff
. parking area in Hope Valley.

Volunteers should take gloves,
pliers, wire cutters, drinking water
and lots of energy. Lunch w111 be
prov1ded by Sorensen’s Resort.

On Wednesday, May. 26, volun-

teers will be needed for a willow- .
- cutting project. Meet at Woodfords -

Station, near the historical marker,
at 6 p.m.

For more lnformatlon, contact
Judy Warren of the Horse Feathers

Fly Fishing School at (530) 694-

2399.

B DHS sports physicals

. Free physical examinations for
boys and girls in the 8th and 9th
grades who will be participating in
Douglas High School athletics

next year will be available June 8, .

beginning at 4 p.m. = - ‘

' Dr. David H. Johnson and Dr.
Gerald Cottrell will provide the
“free phys1ca1s at 1624 Library

%covck oaie”

~ Circle in Minden.:

Physical forms can be picked up
a'Douglas High, as well as Pau-
Wa-Lu and Carson Valley middle
schools in the front offices. )

Forms must ‘e signed by a par-
ent or. legal guardlan who need

, ’physmal if the form is s1gned

For 'more mformatmn ‘contact
Mr, Hughes or Mr. Wilcox at

-Douglas High, 782-5136.
B Volleybhall camp

The 2nd: Annual MeFiYi
Celebrity- Volleyball Camp is
scheduled for June 15-17 at

- Truckee Meadows Boys and GII‘IS

Club in Reno.

UCLA volleyball coach Burt
Fuller and USC coach Laura Ames
will provide instruction at the
camp. ‘

The net proceeds from the camp
will be directed. to volleyball pro-
grams in Northern Nevada.
MeFiYi Foundation in a non-profit
orgamzatlon o

For more 1nformat1on call 783-
9598.

Mouy 19, \aaq




Markleeville, located 35 miles
southwest of Carson City, is one
of Eastern California’s most pic-
turesque and historic small
towns. ‘

Its history is remarkably simi-
lar to that of
many Neva-
da mining
towns. In the
mid-1860s,
silver was
discovered in
the area and
a number of
small mining
camps ap-
peared al-
most
overnight,
including
Silver Mountain City, Monitor
and Markleeville.

By 1864, more than 5,000 peo-
ple lived in the region, which was
carved into a new county called
Alpine.

That year also turned out to be
the historic peak in terms of pop-
ulation for the county, which is
still among the least populated in
California with only a few thou-
sand residents.

As with most mining towns,
the ore began to run out and by
the mid-1870s, the population
began a gradual decline.

BACKYARDRIE

Silver Mountain City faded so
quickly that Markleeville was
named the county seat in 1875.

As mining declined, the lumber
industry became more important.
During the 1870s and 1880s,
Alpine County became one of the
major sources of wood for boom-
ing Virginia City.

Records indicate that during
one year more than a quarter mil-
lion cords of wood were cut and
sent to the Comstock.

Today, Markleeville is a charm-
ing, quaint little town with a
handful of historic buildings that
show that things haven’t changed
too much in the last century.

For example, the Alpine Hotel
in the center of town has a friend-
ly tavern and still offers a couple
of rooms upstairs.

There are also a few local busi-
nesses—the kind you usually only
find in small mountain towns—
like a bait shop and a general
store.

Markleeville is also the location
of the Alpine County Historical
Complex, a museum that includes
a collection of historic buildings
that help tell the town’s story.
The complex is open from Memo-
rial Day through October.

Visitors to the museum will

find the restored Webster School,
a classic one-room schoolhouse
built in 1882. The Webster School
was used until 1929, then allowed
to fall into disrepair.

In the 1960s, it was stablized
and eventually restored to its
original condition.

Inside you can view an inter-
esting photographic exhibit de-
scribing the restoration project.

In addition to the schoolhouse,
the museum includes displays de-
scribing the area’s rich history.
Exhibits include a re-creation of
an old country store and a black-
smith shop, Washo Indian bas-
kets, antique toys and dolls, and
a pair of 19th century handmade,.
wooden skiis that are similar to
those used by famous Genoa resi-
dent John “Showshoe” Thompson.

The complex also includes the
Old Log Jail, Alpine County’s
original jail built from locally-cut

logs in 1875.

The jail has'two hand-riveted
iron cells that were originally
part of the Silver Mountain City
jail, then transferred to
Markleeville in the 1870s.

An informative 72-page soft-
bound book describing the devel-
opment of Alpine County with
historic photographs is available
for sale from the Alpine County
Chamber of Commerce in

Markleeville.

Located high in the Sierra
Nevada, Markleeville is surround-
ed by alpine forests and beautiful
mountain ranges.

There are a number of camp-
grounds and hiking trails in the
immediate area. Lists of both are
also available at the Chamber of
Commerce office.

Markleeville is located 35 miles
southwest of Carson City via U.S.
Highway 395 and Highway 88
and 89.

For more information contact
the Alpine County Chamber of
Commerce, Box 265, Markleeville,
CA 96120, 530-694-2475.

Richard Moreno is the author
of The Backyard Traveler and The
Backyard Traveler Returns, which
are available at local bookstores.

The

Marikleeville Gen
wa.
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Mountain music on tap at Villa Gigli July 4

Mountain Music, personified by
folk singer Margaret Craig,
returns to Villa Gigli Collection
on Sunday, July 4, from 3-5 p.m.

While listening to Craig’s guitar

strumming and soulful ballads,
Ruggero Gigli will be serving
guests his rosemary-studded
focaccia and pouring three sam-
ples of wine — Moscato Bianco
by La Famiglia de Robert Mon-
davi, Pinot Meunier by Domaine
Chandon and Petite Sirah by

' .- Mitchell,

I

Meanwhile, in the meadow next
to the trattoria, six Alpine County
women artists will be displaying
their unique crafts: Wandy Coyan,
pine needle baskets and soap; June
Dailey, plants and herbal essences;
Gina Gigli, banners and masks;
Sharon Lackey, clothing and jew-
elry; Camilla Olsen, soap and

. honey; and Carolyn Vaughn, raku

and high-fire functional ware.
Villa Gigli is at the top of the

first hill, overlooking the town of

Markleeville, on the road leading

i
!

é
to Grover Hot Springs. The cost of ;

the wine tasting is $3 per person. ;
For further information, phone
(530) 694-2253.




Falling rock
boy at Woodfords

WOODFORDS (AP) — A large, falling rock knocked
a young Carson City boy into the West Fork of the Carson
River and killed him, authorities said Monday.

Dalton James Sutter, 5, was fishing with his mother and
a friend near Woodfords when the accident occurred late
Sunday afternoon, Douglas County Sheriff’s Sgt. Lance
Modispacher said.

The boy’s mother, Lori Egerton, was walking up the
river bank when a large rock about 2.5 feet in diameter
became dislodged and rolled toward the river.

The rock fell onto the boy and drove him into the river.
He suffered injuries to his head and body and was under
the water for just a few seconds, Modispacher said. v

Mrs. Egerton and her friend performed CPR on the boy
and drove him to the Carson Valley, where they called
911.

Paramedics responded and met the couple at the inter-
section of State Highway 88 and Kimmerling. The boy
was transported to Carson Valley Medical Center, where
he was pronounced dead. —j i, Dasly Triboae

31944



. will meet a Sorensen’s Resort forg e
‘a free lupch. ’

" HSFC and the Catson River Cal- &

.. whole farmly

\ West Fork of the Carson 1s

" work-and play, said Rosema' e

- runs through it’ is our, responSIbﬂ-‘n‘ :

ity The: number of public access .

fisheries is dechnmg and will = -

- “continue to do so It is our ]ob o
- help protect and pres ‘

. we have left,” Midde

&kVolunteers are
Vv invited: Saturda.y
N in Hope Valley

_urday, May 29; at 9 am. ata con-

'wrllows for. erosron “control;
 building and repairing fences and

. serve Hope Valley.
o ASSISt S Lm, ,
Pickett’s. Junc‘non (east comer of

lar object. ‘There is somethrng ;

~will probably be high and cloudy,

-your fishing gear One coum not ?‘

Friends of Hope Valley and the
High Sierra Fly Casters (HSFC
are inviting people to help on Sat-

servation-work day on the Carson J
River. - - .-
Workmg plans mclude plantmg .

releasing ‘trout. Afterwards, all

Judy Warren, a member of the: |

Trout Streamkeeper, will lead the‘ ,

work crews. Warren has been e
working ‘
Sorensen’ s

Highway 88 and Highway 89 in &=
Hope Valley) Dress warmly,';;'ff.‘ :
bring gloves, boots, drinking
water and somethrng to: make“
plantmg holes with, such as:a . =

long-shafted screw dnver or simi-

everyone can do, so bri

 Fishing will be‘available

Weekend The water conditlons f;

but very fishable, so don’t forget ¥ o

MlddCIldOI’f of HSFC
““All ‘are invited to- p pa
Hope Valley and ‘the nver tha




A couple of
dead chubs
lie on the
shoreline of
indian Creek
Reservoir as
John Domina,
- of Carson
City, prepares
‘to go fishing.
JIM GRANT

Nevada Appeal News
Service

Fish

Continued from Page A1
family, are spawning right now in
the shoreline weed beds. The trout
are in open-water areas.

The first reported sighting of
the dead fish was Memorial Day
weekend. Fish have died at least
as recently as last week.

The reservoir remains open to
the public.

Lehr said he had no estimation

Nevada Dppecl b{ z2\q

BY ARIDY BOURELLE

Nevada Appeal News Service

MARKLEVILLE, Calif. — Hun-
dreds of dead fish have turned up at
Indian Creek Reservoir during the

past few weeks, and ofﬁmals are not .

sure why.

“We're looking into possible caus-

es. Tt can be a number of different

any clear answers,” said Stafford
Lehr, fisheries biologist for the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and
Game. “The kill is rather significant.
The numbers are probably hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of chubs. I

Nevada Aol

of when officials could determine
the reason for the fish kill.

According to district officials,
tests are conducted at the reser-
voir on a monthly basis, and there
has been nothing extraordinary in
the results. The last round was
taken June 8.

“Everyone’s concerned, but no-
body’s getting overly excited, be-
cause they’re waiting to see what
kind of results come in,” said Hal
Bird, Alpine County land manager
for the district.

, g ‘would say a couple of rambow trout
factors. Right now we just don’t have . :

have died.”

" Indian Creek Reservou' a popular )
, Alpme County fishing spot, is a man-

made reservoir south of Lake Tahoe.

The South Tahoe Public Utility Dis-'

trict in the past pumped its recycled
wastewater to it. Since 1989, the dis-

Tore 42 \aaq

trict pumps the water to nearby Har-
vey Place Reservoir. However, the
district still pays to stock the Indian
Creek Reservoir, diverts water from

"~ Indian Creek, and the West Fork of

the Carson River to fill it and oper-
ates an aeration system to keep the
lake habitable to fish.

eservoir stun biologists

The district has performed water-
quality tests, and Fish and Game
and the Lahontan Regional Water
Quality. Control Board are investi-
gating what could be causing the
deaths.

Lehr said the deaths are “puz-
zling” because the problem is pri-
marily affecting tui chubs. If it was a

‘lakewide problem, all the fish likely

would be affected. ,
One possibility, Lehr said, is a
problem with the water quality near
the reservoir’s shores. Tui chubs,
which are small fish in the minnow

Please see FiSH, BACK PAGE
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School supermtend@m husbemd. teacher wife are dfidlC

by Nancy Hamleit
. Staff Wnter :

ated'to education

) Laura teaches in a multi‘track,’ year- Cf

: R E C O R D C O URI E R rounid'school. She loves the diversity that ; a’

largé school with many students can create,

[ % _____yet there are. one.or.two drawbacks that she
o . jokes about, :

« o.*Thave. Color- coded my lifé# saic Laur:

The
Parsons
family:
From
left are

When you meet Jim and Laura’ Parsons
-..you immediately become-old friends. Or~at™
‘least, that’s the way.you feel after Just dfew:

- m.mutes in their company.” ; “ “Pmnot on a specific-traclk Maren,
- Outgoing and personable, Jim and Laura ) readmg specialist at'C.C. Meneley Elemen- ~and students — T'am full ' - Jim and
e -have an infectios humor and ready smiles. "~ tary School. Both arte dedicated to quality - always a memory game, trymg 0 remember Laura at
But when the subject of their careers 1s ‘educatxon for children, but with the differ- . which classroom a student isin, who is on. Minden
. brought up, they are all business, —- - <:: ence in‘'school districts; their modes of " track ot off track or mamtammg a sched— Parlt.
Jim is the superintendent of schools in Vunplementlng their goals can often be vast- - ule. e :
--Alpine County, Calif.,; and Laura' is the 1y polanzed T
R-C Meighbors ‘ ‘Wednesday, June 23,
The Record-Courier B Gardnerville, Nevada ’

Parsons: School superintendent :Ahusbanc_} and '*[QflCh@I‘lWife are dedicated to educ*




- with the kids where they are,”
. Jim.

brought up, they are all business.

Jim is the superintendent of schools in
Alpme County, Calif., and Laura is the

tremwas maaw BULJWML UL LWL LAEWULY 13

ly polarized.

_ The Record-Courier B Gardnerville, Nevada

Luutauun UL Chguiel, DUt WIIn te airer-
ence in school districts, their modes of
implementing their goals can often be vast-  ule.”

which classroom a student is in, who is on
track or off track or maintaining a sched-

- See Parsons on page 3

R-C Neighbors

e el o
fhinden
Parte.
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Parsens: School superintendent husband and teacher wife are dedicated to education

Continued from page 1
Alpine County only has 200 stu-

_dents enrolled in its schools, and
_according to Jim, the population is

spread out all over the pldce. This

_1equirés a fair amount of logistical

creativity.

B “Littie House.” “The schools
in" Kirkwood .and Bear Valley are
K-8, with a X-8 school and two
commumty ‘day schools in Wood-
fords,” said Jim. “The X-6 schools
are like ‘Little House on the
Prairie’ — one teacher for all
grades. And there are a-lot of stu-
dents who work in the ski industry.
They work and do independent

_study. The needs.of our population

require thaf we be flexible.”
«According to Jim, the Alpine

‘County School District includes a

high percentage of spe01a1 educa-

-tion students. -
<& “So we have a lot of prograrns',
¢ for very few kids, but that’s what

you do in education —you meet
said

Jim and Laura met while they

" ¥iere both teachers at Desert Sun,

a coed, college preparatory board-
‘in‘g‘_’school in Idlewild, Calif. In
addition fo teaching, they lived in

the dorms with the kids and

became their surrogate parents.
“But they did things to us that

they would never do to their par-

ents,” said Jim. .
“Like short-sheet our beds,”

said Laura,

While at the school Jim and
three other teachers formed &

band. Their name was changed by
the school’s underground newspa-
per.

“They were called Willy and the
Pigs,” said Laura as she tried to
contain a smile.

“We were pretty good,” said
Jim. “We even played at weddings
and community events, but whén
we started getting paid. for the
work, I bowed out. There ought to
be one thing in your life you don’t
get paid for.”

- Jim jumped into administration
when he was appointed headmas-
ter of the school.

“For nine years, I lived with
four telephones,” said Jim.

“And more pranks,” said Laura.

They both chuckled when they

_Temembered when, after they were

married, some students hung a
speaker in the chimney of their
cabin. It was wired to the dorm
and at 2 o’clock in the morning
sound effects were piped into their
home.

“It wasn’t hard to figure out
who did it,” said Jim. “All we had
to do was follow the wires.”

“I remember thinking, I’'m too
young for this,” said Laura. “But
in reality, the school was a lot of
fun.”

B Moving on. When it became
time to raise a family, Jim and
Laura left the boarding school and
Jim became the director of cur-
riculum for the Selma Unified
School District in Fresno.

“The school district was about
the same size as Douglas County

BELINDA GRAMY/The R-C
Laura and Jim Parsens: . They met while teaching at a prep school.

¢ We have alot

. of programs for very
few kids, but that’s what
you do in education —
you meet with the kids
where they are.’

Jim Parsons
On the Alpine County
School District

SRR

School District and I enjoyed it,”

“said Jim. “But when I read about

the job in Alpine County, it sound-

. ed like it was written for us, and
Laura and I decided we needed to .

go back to the mountains.”

Jim’s position of superintendent
of 'schools is an elected position.
California allows for an elected
superintendent for each county,
and an appointed superintendent
for each district within the county.
However, Alpine County is fairly

. unique in that it has only one

school district. Therefore, theoreti-
cally, there could be two superin-
tendents, one elected and one
appointed, for the same school dis-
trict.

“There are only five counties in
California where this could hap-
pen,” said Jim! “But I like working

with a'small school district. T can
run a private school on the state’s
money.”

Although Jim and Laura love
backpacking in the mountains by
their Markleeville home, the last
few years have seen a sharp
decline in their recreation.

“I’ve been lobbying in Wash-
ington, D.C. for education issues
for the last three years,” said Jim.
“That sucks up a lot of time.”

And they have spent a consider-
able amount of time involved with
both sets of their parents.

“It’s been an eye-opening expe-
rience,” said Laura. “As your par-
ents age, it makes you realize what
you’d like for the rest of your life.
But parents are mvaluab]e It’s all
worthwhile.”

Jim and Laura have one daugh-
ter, Maren, who will be a junior at
Douglas High School. Jim said
that for relaxation and fun, he
plays mental games with her — to
drive her nuts.

Pari-time post. “T read my
cowboy poetry to her,” said Jim.
“She begs me to read it to her
friends.”

Maren rolled her eyes at her
father.

Jim has written a collection of
more than 80 poems. He teased
about some day being invited to
the Cowboy Gathering in Elko.

“Or maybe someone will be
foolish enough to publish them,”
said Jim.

“Stranger things have ’hap-
pened.”
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Alpine County is site of events and activities

Classical and pop music, his-
toric walking tours and the West’s
largest and most grueling bicycle
ride are just a few of the great spe-
cial events and activities planned
in Alpine County this summer and
fall.

for the season include the 18th -

annual Death Ride: Tour of the
California Alps, July 10, which
hosts 2,500 riders on a 126-mile
course with 16,000 feet of vertical
climbing on five mountain passes,
and the Bear Valley Music Festi-
val, July 31-Aug. 15, now in its
31st season, featuring both classi-
cal and pops music.

Another popular annual event is
the ninth High Sierra Music Festi-
val, July 1-5, with more than 20 of
the hottest contemporary bands
performing at Bear Valley. The
Hope Valley Music Series will
also return to a variety of yenues

.in‘and around -the-county’s ‘most

beautifiil high mountain meadow,
1nclud1ng ‘Sorensen’s Resort.

" Kirkwood Ski and Summer
Resort has a full season of events
planned, highlighted by A Day at
the Wood on July 31, featuring the
hot Cajun sounds of regional
favorite Mumbo Gumbo. Other
activities during the day include a
regional arts and crafts show and a

Cajun food fest.

In addition to its mountain bike
park, climbing wall and adventure
center, Kirkwood will also feature
such events as the Campfire Cow-
boys Poetry and Music on July 3,
a Lperies of flyfishing workshops,
gu1ded llama and natural history
hikes, the Doug Robinson Climb-
ing Clinic, Sept. 4, the Banff Fes-
tival of Mountain Films, Sept. 5,
plus a lot more.

For more information on Alpine
County’s summer €vents, contact
the Alpine County Chamber of
Commerce at (530) 694-2475.




MARKLEEVILLE (AP) — Two girls who van-
ished on a fishing trip near a remote Sierra Nevada
lake were found safe about four miles away late
Tuesday.

A Boy Scout troop from Berkeley found them near
Utica Union Reservoir, said the Alpine County sher-
iff’s office.

Mallory Smith, 12, of Vallejo and her friend,
Rebecca Liberty, 8, of Stockton were tired and hungry
but were otherwise in good shape.

Mallory’s mother greeted her daughter W1th open_

arms.

“Her mom was in tears, scolding her but at the
same time rejoicing and counting her blessings,” said
Boy Scout Thomas Ferrey, who first noticed the girls.

Mallory told reporters she and her friend spent the
night sitting on a rock, sharing a sweatshirt between
them. She said she knew they would be found because
they heard helicopters overhead all day.

Ferrey spotted the girls on the rock Tuesday as he'

went to a stream to take a bath.
“We just went over there and said, "Do you know
how to get out of here, how to get back?” said

Mallory, recalling her encounter with Ferrey. “He’s :
like, ’ Are you the two girls who are missing?’ And we

said, >Yeah.” And he said, *Follow me.””

The girls had taken the scouts’ food bag. ddwn from '

a tree where it had been hoisted to keep bears away,
Mallory told reporters. The girls, who suffered only
mosquito bites, drank lake water and ate crackers and
chips from the bag.

The girls had been last seen Monday as they head-
ed back from Lake Alpine to get gum from Mallory’s
father’s car. They said they got lost while playing a
game of hide-and-seek.

The car was about 600 feet from the spot where the
girls had been fishing with Rebecca’s father, Tom
Liberty, according to the Alpine County Sheriff’s
department.

Mallory was. wearing only a bathing suit when she

~was last seent in the rugged area where the overnight

temperatures dipped into the 40s.
" Relatives said that Rebecca was not familiar with
the dense woods around Lake Alpine.

“She’s only 8 and she does not know the area,”
Rebecca’s; aunt, Ruthanne Dunn, said earlier in the
day. “My brother just moved there a month ago; she’s
got to be frightened.”

Authorities began searching for the glrls shortly
after Rebecca’s father reported the girls missing at
about 5:30 p.m. Monday.

Helicopters and ground crews aided by search dogs
began canvassing the area at sunrise Tuesday. '
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- Tiny Alpine County has never had a reported All

~ By Cynthia Hubert
SCRIPPS-MCCLATCHY SERVICE

MARKLEEVILLE, Calif.

Nestled in the Sierra Nevada amid

vast national forest land, Alpine

; . County isbestknown forltsblg fish,

¢ towering evergreens and narrow
mountain roads:

But this sparsely populated seg-
ment of California just south of the_
Lake Tahoe basin also holds anoth-
-\ en little known distinction:
= Alpme is the only county in Cali-
-85 forniathat hasnever reported asin-
gle case of AIDS to state health offi-
cials.

: \\’ However, that doesnot meanthat
i no one with AIDS or HIV has ever
- Mived in or moved to Alpine County.

HEs
[
j\
!

:
N

Y\; People who live there may seek
G treatment outside the county, and
2 instances of AIDS are reported to

the state from the county where a
personisdiagnosed withthe disease.
Cases of HIV are not reported.

g
N}

Four other counties, all of them .

rural, have recorded fewer than six
AIDS cases since the state began

keeping statistics on the disease in

1981. In 19 years of the epidemic, .

AIDShas kﬂled ncarly 70,000 inthe
state.

Richard Botto, the " county’s

healthofficerand the only physician
in the area, said he has never even

1('h’6W’in’gl§"" tréated a patient with -

HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.
_Thehealth department, one ofthe
_few places where Alpine County’s

mune fre om the problem and that’s
not true.”

In fact, a local paramedic said he
has responded to at least 2 dozen
emergency cases in recent years in-
volving people who tested positive
for HIV, although none was diag-

“niosed with AIDS in Alpine County;

Lynn Doyal, emergency medical

.services coordinator. for Alpine
County, said his paramedlcs take .

about 1t. We feel there are a ot of
other conditions and issues out
there that we should be dealing
with.”

Still, ofﬁclals say permanent resi-

dents of Alpine County, a place of
“traditional” families with few
“hard-core’ drug abusers, need to be
aware of the behaviorsthat putthem

intravenous drug use a

1,200 orso permanent residents can
receive confidential testing for HIV,

has had only one taker i in recentv
" are staggering.

years. .-
But those facts canbe mlsleadmg,

local public health officials said. In’

rural counties;:people-are-much
morelikelyto keep silent about such
things.

“I’s not that we don’t have peo-
ple who are positive,” said the coun-
ty’sHIV community outreach work-

er, Toni Hall. “We know we do. But

confid entiality is a bigissue because
everybody knows everybody else.”
“There’s a false sense of security
because our numbers are so small,”
said Botto. “People think we are im-

the same precautmns against HIV
exposure as those in San Francisco
or Sacramento; wherc AIDS Tates

“We use glove‘s“ and face masks
and goggles” during routine treat-

‘mentsto avoid exposure tobody flu-

ids that- may -be - contaminated,
Doyal said, and full body gowns
when treating major trauma cases.
“We know it’s out there We watch
out for it all the time.”

But hepatitisisa greater conéern
than HIV for paramedics in the

. field, he said. “I really think people
here have been overexposed to in-

formation about AIDS,” he said.
“We're sick and tired of hearing

d unpro
tected sexual intercourse, ™~

Thousands - of tourists from
metropolitan areas with higher HIV

rates visit the area annually for its -

ski slopes, whitewater and scenery,
.and some carry those risk factors.
“We are rural during the week,”

-said -Peter-Zeldis,~who-contracts .-

with school districts in Alpine,
Mono and other rural counties to
conduct an AIDS education pro-
gram in schocls. “But on the week—
“end'We may get 15,000 tourists.”
Zeldis, who uses giant puppets to
teach children about HIV as well as
social concerns ranging from tobac-
co use to divorce, said he is aware of
.several students within the districts

at risk of contracting HIV, such as.

he visits who have the virus.

‘They and others likely go outside
their home counties for treatment,
health officials said, both because of
confidentiality concerns and, be-
cause some rural communities have
neither the resources nor the exper-

"tise to treat HIV complications.

Alpine and other rural counties

each receive $50,000 annually from

ate Office of AIDSto fund HIV

grams.
But educators and pubhc hcalth
officials in rural areas said it can be
a challenge to disseminate such in-
formation. Often, they said, they
must battle community denial, as
well as cultural and religious taboos,
in trying to teach people about the
dxsease
“Five years ago, they dldn t want
us teachmg about AIDS in_ the
schools,” said Botto. People didn’t
want us to do community forums.
There was even some resistance to
hanging a condom machine in bars.
Public education has been a prob-
lem, but attitudes are changing

Véﬂtibﬁ""‘aﬁ’d" ’ 'e‘dl’iff'&tiﬁ'ri' Tpre-T
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now.”
Today, schools are mandated by
the government to provide some
form of education about HIV.
Zeldis said his puppets “were the
first to address the issue of AIDS di-
rectly”in Mono County schools, be-

_ ginning three years ago. Using a

script developed by the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention in Atlanta, Zeldis performs

“skits that inform children as young *

as 6 about “a virus you can’t get rid
»

.0
4

Older children get more details
about how the virus is transmitted,
and all are encouraged to guestion
the puppets.

“We can’t pass out condoms, but
we can show howthey’re used,” Hall
said of the Alpine curriculum.
“There’s not a lot of resistance any-
more.”

Actually obtaining condoms in
the county is another matter, how-
ever, because they are unavailable at
most of the corner stores. “In some
cases you might have to drive 30 or
40 miles to get one,” said Botto.
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Crossing the Sierra Nevade range through a spectacular land of pine
Jorests, rugged mouniain peaks and clear alpine lakes, Highway 88
offers iravelers a beautiful and convenient highway route from the
valleys of California te the pepular resorts of Alpine County, Lake
" Tahoe, and western Nevada.

USH ALPINE MEADOWS,
1 tumbling rivers and lofty snow

7 covered mountains give credit to
the often used name for this region, the
‘California Alps.’

Though not as well kinowr as the
more- heavily used highwzays to the
north, Highway 88’s history parallels
the exploration and settlement of Cali-
fornia itself. Long used as a Mative
American trade route across the moun-
tains, the route was later foliowed by

California’s early explorers, emigrants
and goldseekers,

In the early 20th Century, the
highway was open only during the sum-
mer months, serving the needs of fish-
ermen and hunters visiting the remote
lakes and canyons of Alpine County.

With the building of the new grade
around Red Lake and the clearing of
snow in the winter months, Highway
88 came into its own as a modern all
year route of travel, serving vacation-

Hope Valley « Kirkwood -

Jackson «

Hope Valley

ers in the summer and snow enthusi-
asts in the winter. ,

Today, with millions of visitors
crossing the mountains each year, the
highway offers a relaxing alternative
route, featuring a variety of vacation re-
sorts, quaint communities and roadside

- businesses.

From the west, the highway leaves
the town of Jackson in Amador County
and the rolling oak covered foothills of
California’s Gold: Country, climbing
gently through forests of digger pine
and incense cedar. Passing the small
community of Pioneer, one begins to see
stands of magnificent Pondercsa Pine.

Continuing uphill, the highway
gains the forested ridgeline which sepa-

Continued gn page 2
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rates the Consumnes River to the north
and the Mokelumne River to the south,
offering glimpses of the high alpine
country ahead.

Along the way, various roadside
resorts and lodges appear, many of
which were established during the Cali-

_fornia Gold Rush of 1849 and the fren-

zied migration to Nevada Territory in
1859. Historic waystations like Cooks,
Black’s and Ham’s Stations began serv-

'ing the traveling public when the road

was crowded with feamster’s wagons,
gold hungry argonauts and westward
heading pioneers. ’

Peddler Hill is next, where legend
has it that entrepreneurs set up shop
along the road during the 1859 rush to
Nevada Territory, selling all sorts of
goods to the silver crazed miners. Far-
ther on, the road meets the Mormon Emi-
grant Road at Iron Mountain, blazed in
1848 by members of the Mormon Bat-
talion on their retarn from the Mexi-
can War of the previous year.

From this point, Highway 88
continues east near timberline provid-
ing dramatic views. Several historical
markers are found along this stretch
of road, including the Maiden’s Grave
and Tragedy Springs, the latter location
where several members of the Mor-
mon Battalion were reportedly
robbed and killed.

The highway next passes Silver
Lake, site of several rustic resorts, in-
ciuding Plasses Resort, offering private
tent camping, RV hookups and group
equestrian camping, and the Kit Carson
‘Lodge, featuring cabins, bed & breakfast
accommodations, and gourmet dining.

From Silver Lake, the highway
winds through mixed pine and aspen
groves to emerge at the spectacular
Carson Spur. With incredible views of
the distant Crystal Range and the head-
waters of the American River, the Spur

~was blasted through solid rock to

shorten the original route in 1862, dur-
ing construction of the Amador-Carson
Valley Wagon Road, as the route was
then known. » '

Next along the highway is beautiful
Kirkwood Meadows and Kirkwood Ski
& Summer Resort. Developed in the early
1970s, Kirkwood hosts thousands of ski-
ers each winter and is quickly becoming
a popular summer destination as well.

New construction at Kirkwood in-
cludes both magnificent private homes
and several new base lodges with inter-
val ownership condominiums.

Just past Kirkwood’s main en-
trance, the highway passes the historic
Kirkwood Inn, with great-atmosphere
and food, then climbs briefly to serene

Continued on page 13

Traveling Historic Highway 88 .
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along Highway 88 has beckoned
summer vacationers for years with
clear lakes, cool forests and lofty peaks.

Sparsely populated, this thousand

square mile region today offers a vari-
ety of outdoor recreation during tne
warm weather season.

Early in the century the area was
best known by ‘hunters and fishermen
who went to great lengths to access it’s
beautiful mountains and valleys. Poor
roads and alack of facilities made travel
difficult, though the rewards were great.

Today, every type of alpine rec-
reation is available, as modern resorts
and highways provide the access and
comfort needed to enjoy the area on

a quick weekend getaway, or an ex- -

tended vacation.

Offering ideal waters for
spincasters and fly fishermen alike,
more than sixty lakes and streams offer
a variety of game fish, including Rain-
bow, Brook, Golden, Brown and native
Cutthroat Trout. .

West of the crest, highway acces-
sible lakes and reservoirs include Lower
Bear River Reservoir; Sali Springs Res-

The Scenwc R

S

ervoir, Silver Lake and Caples Lake,
while Indian Creek Reservoirisa popu-
lar spot for east slope fishermen.

For stream fishing, there are a
great number of choices. On the east,

the region is dominated by the forks of .

the Carson River, while the west slope
offers - great fishing along the
Mokeulmne and American Rivers. The
entire area offers numerous side creeks
and streams, providing endless enjoy-
ment for the angler.

more than sixty lakes and
streams offer a variety of game
[ish, including Rainbow, Brook,
Golden, Brown and native
Cutthroat Troud...

Alpine County also offers several

fisheries of special note. The Pleasant -

Valley Fishing Preserve near
Markleeville, offers trophy fly fishing

in a private setting, while Heenan Lake,

California’s only source of Lahontan
Continued on page 4
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Catthroat Trout, is sought after by fish-
erman for a limited fall season of Catch
& Release angling.

The East Fork of the Carson River
below Hangman’s Bridge is designated
a ‘Wild Trout’ river, with a two fish limit
at least 14 inches in size, using barbless
hooks on artificial hures. o

For whitewater rafting, the Carson
River provides an exceptional experi-
ence, especially for families and begin-
ners. The 21 mile ‘Wild and Scenic’ run
provides both Class II & I1I
whitewater, as well as natural hot
springs for soaking.

For canoeists and kayakers, many
of the region’s lakes and reservoirs of-
fer great flatwater paddling. Silver Lake,
Caples Lake and the Bear River Reser-
voir are-all accessible during the sum-
mer months from Highway 88.

The Alpine Siérra region is also
known for it’s selection of camp-
grounds. Developed campgrounds are
found along and near the highway,
while several private campgrounds are
also available. Dispersed campmg is
also allowed in the region’s Natxonal
Forests.

For backcountry enthusiasts, Al-
pine County and the Highway 88 cor-

ierz

ridor offer some of the most beautiful,
and remote couniry in the Sierra Ne-
vada for hikers, backpackers and
horsepackers.

Two Federal Wilderness Areas, the
Mokeulmne and Carson-Iceberg, domi-
nate the high country, while portions
of the El Dorado, Stanislaus and
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forests
cover much of the region. Hundreds of
miles of trails are available, with a wide
choice of destinations, including numer-
ous alpine lakes. The Pacific Crest Trail
also passes through the area following
the crest of the range. Popular traitheads
are found at Carson Pass, Blue Lakes
and Silver Lake.

Bicyclists are attracted to the area
for it’s challenging roads and highways.
Popular routes for road cyclists include
the Diamond Valley area and the steep
passes along the crest, while mountain
biking is popular in the Blue Lakes area,
north along the Tahoe Rim Trail and

along hundreds of miles of Forest Ser-

vice roads on the western slope.

For serious cyclists, the Alpine
County Chamber of Commerce spon-
sors the ‘Death Ride: Tour of the Cali-
fornia Alps’ in July each year. Now in
i’s 18th year, the Death Ride attracts

2500 riders from around the country
who take on 16,000 feet of climbing and
126 miles of riding ovér five mountain
passes.

Off hlghway Vehlcle enthusiasts
will also find plenty of fun to enjoy the
outdoors along Highway 88. Numer-
ous marked roads are found on both
the east and west sides of the range, in-
cluding many in the foothills of
‘Amador County, and along the Cali-
fornia/Nevada border.

Coniinued from page 3

With hundreds of square miles of
public lands, it’s little wonder that the
Alpine Sierra region has become so
popular with summer outdoors enthu-
siasts. For more information on the
area, contact the Alpine County Cham-
ber of Commerce at 530-694-2475, or
visit the agency’s Visitors Center in
Markleeville, operated in conjunction
with the U.S. Forest Service, for maps,
books and information.




Carson River Offers Whitewat‘er‘f Fun

OR WHITEWATER enthusiasts
Rvisiting the Alpine Sierra region,
& - the East Fork of the Carson River
provides an exciting Spring season of
raftmtr and r;ayakmg

Runmng 28 miles from Silver
Creek to the takeout below the Nevada
stateline, the river winds through an in-
credibly diverse environment, ranging
from the alpine mountains to the Great
Basin desert.

And, with no Lpst“eam dam, and
little evidence of man’s activities, the
California porticn of the river has been
designated ‘Wild and Scenic’ by the
state.

Along its length; the East Fork pro-
vides two popular runs, suitable for all
abilities.

The upper run, seven miles in
length follows State Route 89/4 from
the confluence with Silver Creek near
Woli Creek Road o Hangman’s Bridge.
Itis popular as a half day raft trip, and
is also used by kayakers who have easy
access from the road.

The lower, longer run is the
twenty one mile stretch from the Bridge
to the takeout near Highway 395. This
section can be done as a one day trip,
orasa leisurely two day adventure, as

numerous campsites can be found along
the way. The lower river also features
several natural hot springs for soaking.

With no upstream storage or
controls, the annual rafting season on
the Carson varies each year with the

ﬂuctuatmg snowpack Generally, the
season runs from May through mid-
July, though it can start earlier and
last longer.

- The Carson River, like the other
rivers draining the east slope of the Si-

erra are known as ‘continuous gradient’
rivers. Dropping at a constant rate,
rafters are almost always enjoying the
fun and excitement of Class IT and ITI
rapids along the way. :
Several commercial rafting com-
panles provide trips on the river
through the season, while the greatest

‘use comes from private rafters.

Ahwahnee Whitewater provides daily
trips from the nearby Carson River
Resort, while other companies can ar-
range trips for individuals and groups. '
For more information, contact the
Alpine County Chamber of Commerce
at 530-694-2475.

Don’t miss the
Woodfords Faire &
Ghili Cook-0ff

' SEPTEMBER 18-19
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Your Guide To un and Adventure on California’s Most Scenic Highway!
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