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But the grants are too small and the federal restrictions too tight to 
make those kinds of purchases. Instead, Alpine's Terrorism Council 
has spent $172 on megaphones to shout out instructions during a 
disaster, $15,000 on Internet access for county computers and a Tl 
line for broadband capability. 

They also spent $8,000 of bioterrorism money on satellite phones for 
key county officials. Alpine's cell phone service is limited to a single 
3-foot space near a road sign. 

They don't have the money or need to buy the bomb robots and 
infrared cameras for helicopters like Los Angeles and other big cities. 
Instead, Alpine has dug up and dusted off its old civil defense sirens 
from the 1950s, which will be used to warn people in case of a 
terrorist attack. They hope to use some homeland security money to 
buy a few new sirens at $3,000 apiece. Levy is the quintessential 
small-town protector of the peace. He's the ham radio specialist who 
has pieced together the sheriff's communication system. He patrols 
the back roads and volunteers as a firefighter. 

He's also a financial magician for the department, cobbling together 
homeland security and other "nickel-and-dime" grants so he can buy 
big-ticket items that will actually benefit the county. That's how he 
pulled together enouqh monev for a new emeroencv resoonsP. 
venic1e. 

On a recent day, Levy took a break from rifle-cleaning class at a 
campground dining hall to show off the biggest purchase Alpine 
County has made since 9/11. 

The $137,000 truck has as many uses as a Swiss Army knife. Pull a 
panel here and out pops a trio of metal cutters. Push a button there 
and up goes a tree of flood lamps with enough wattage to illuminate 
an entire neighborhood in the middle of the night. A water hose and 
oxygen tanks and decontamination gear are also onboard. 

"My feeling is taxpayers should get the biggest bang for their money. 
We should be buying things that have dual use. 

"This," he said, patting the green and silver truck with pride, "isn't 
going to just sit in a warehouse and collect dust for 15 years." 

The shiny vehicle, with less than 500 miles on the odometer, is 
parked next to a 1968 firetruck that is still in use. The best Levy can 
say about the ancient and battered red truck is: "It still pumps 
water." 

The new truck will be used for car accidents and wildfires, floods and 
earthquakes - the litany of California disasters. 

The odds are much higher for a natural disaster than a terrorist 
striking within the forests of Ponderosa pines, or even living there 
furtively hatching horrific plans, Levy said. Although 26 dams 
straddle the icy rivers that thread the county and eventually feed 
into the agriculture belt of the state, no one really worries about 
terrorists sabotaging these headwaters. 

"Markleeville is a small town ... nobody knows about us," she said. 
"As a small-town resident, !think it's going to happen in a big city, 
not here." 
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"I think we'd notice right away if somebodv's drivina a truckload of 
:... # ~ _, - - - -· - ¥- -- - -

something up to a dam," Levy said. "Up here, somebody's going to 
say, 'Hey what are you doing?' because we're so small." 

Instead, Alpine's Terrorism Council is planning for the fear factor 
that will drive hundreds if not thousands of city dwellers to remote 
towns in the event of an urban terrorist attack. 

Of the 1,200 people living in Alpine County, 800 are full-time 
residents. On winter weekends, the population can swell to 12,000 
with skiers flocking to popular resorts. 

If smallpox was let loose on San Francisco, or a dirty bomb set off in 
Sacra'mento, people would run for the hills of Alpine County, to their 
ski condos in Kirkwood and Bear Valley or campgrounds in 
Woodfords or Markleeville. 

But in these hills, there are no services, no hospitals, not even a 
clinic to treat the injured or exposed. 

"People from the city can come up here but we don't have any way 
to feed them," said Christina Isaacs, who splits her time between 
Alpine and Mono managing each county's bioterrorism programs. 

"We don't have any way to care for them medically. You can't buy 
gas in this county if you don't have a credit card." 

In that event, signs may be posted at the county borders along 
highways saying "No services available. You're on your own." 

Alpine has just 11 deputies, a single Highway Patrol officer, and four 
volunteer fire departments, including one that gets 170 calls a year. 
The county does not have a hospital or a 24-hour urgent care clinic, 
making it ineligible for one of the biggest terrorism grants - a 
federal Health Resources and Services Administration program for 
hospitals and clinics. 

While Ventura, Los Angeles and other counties are stockpiling 
antibiotics purchased through those grants, Alpine officials are 
wondering where they would store such a supply, even if they could 
acquire one. 

"We don't have any way to rotate the stockpile of pharmaceuticals," 
Hannah said. "The state says use your pharmacy. We don't have a 
pharmacy." 

A lonely patrol 

After 13 years in Ventura County, California Highway Patrol Officer 
Sherry Reehl traded the increasing bustle of Highway 101 for one of 
the more coveted beats in the state - a 200-mile winding stretch of 
mostly two-lane roads called Beat 100. 

"That's where I prefer to work. There's places to go and things to 
see," Reehl, 43, said of the isolated but scenic route traversing three 
mountain passes in Alpine County. 
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"Just look at my office," she said as she crested the summit of 
Carson Pass during a recent shift. Out her left window, a few 
hundred feet below the highway, was Caples Lake, where a lone 
canoe floated in the still green water. 

Some days, the radio is so quiet she wonders if it's broken. 

For eight years, Reehl has traveled these highways, investigating 
motorcycle crashes in the summer and pulling stranded motorists 
out of snowbanks in the winter. Most of the time, she's the only 
officer on patrol and backup is at least 20 minutes away in South 
Lake Tahoe. 

Reehl has a hard time imagining terrorists striking here, but in the 
wake of Sept. 11, she can't comfortably dismiss the possibility. 

"I think that's true of any American these days," she said. "You see 
something out of place and you think of terrorism now. It's always 
there." 

She takes a closer look at cars parked on roadsides for more than a 
few days. She drives around a road maintenance compound where 
tire tracks were spotted near a shed storing explosives for avalanche 
control. The tracks probably wouldn't have been reported to the CHP 
three years ago. 

And Reehl - like all other state Highway Patrol officers - must go 
on tactical alert whenever Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge 
raises the national terror level from yellow to orange. When that 
happens, Reehl's shift lengthens from eight to 12 hours. 

"We're just stretching ourselves a little thinner," she said. "We don't 
have anything here." 

Bears, not terror 

People who live in this remote, peaceful hamlet along the spine of 
the Sierra Nevada range don't worry much about the possibility of 
terror. Markleeville, the county seat, has a main street three blocks 
long. The village green is a bar with cable TV. 

Residents drive 20 minutes over the state line to Nevada to buy the 
necessities: food, gas, bottled water, snow shovels, clothes. Acres of 
ranches with grazing horses make up the neighborhoods. 

Bessie Platten, the county's head librarian, moved here four years 
ago from Phoenix and doesn't miss the accoutrements of big-city life 
- 24-hour mini-marts, shopping malls, traffic. 

The extra money for homeland security is nice, but Platten suspects 
the county wouldn't miss it either. 

She worries more about a bear that broke into her house recently 
than the seesawing colors of the nation's terror alert system. She 
couldn't even say what the colors mean. 
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Kir~ood·tOol'.)en after Snow,dUmp; 
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Staff and ne_ws service reports 

. Kirkwocio will open on. s·aturd~y 'atter a . 
powerful storm left 3~4 feet of snow in 
.Alpine County and more on the way. 

The stornis that began pounding the 
· Sierra onBUllday have brought about 4 feet . . 

of snow:af Ku-kwood,. which will be open 
weekends until Nov; 20; when it will be 

' open daily. ' · · 
Chairs 5 and 11 will be in operation with 

reduced ticket prices. · · · · 
The last time Kirkwood opened in Octo­

ber was 1990 6n Hallowee'n, according to 
resort President Tim Cohee, who is ori a 
business trip in Colorado. . . · 

He' pushed for the earty opening during ~ 
· conference call with .directors Wednesday: 

morning. By afternoon groomers :were on • . . . . . . ·. . . . , . JESSICA COMBOS/The R-Q 
. the slopes. . . . · .· · Rain and Snow: The mountain· view after the storm on Wednesday. ,Photo taken off 

Marketing Manager Tracy Milier said ot Highway 395 by Industrial Way. , ·. , : , . . . . •: . } 
there is enough snow 'coverage for skiers to , . . .. . . . . if 
use the Conestoga and, Shotgun runs ·as well s~ 1 

• _ ' _ ' • _ ·•• • •• .' • a light~r ;storin is 1 e?!-pected to ~Ve 1fi thi 
, as the gullies parallelto Chairs 5 an:d 11. · With 400 Job opemngs Kirkwood· will Valley this weekend. . .. · 

1 
• •. -~ ·: • 'i 

. Sierra,,at-Tahoe plans to open Oct .. 30 at have a job fair Saturday. Miller is encourag- .· While the Valley experienced only ii 
. the latest, said' spokeswoman Mindi Befu, fag job applicajits to bring their-gear. Likely : bri,ef snow flurry.Wednesday afternoon, th~­
. who had a busy day fielding calls from . new employees can ski or sriowbqaril f9r . cold,.siorm out cif the Pacific Nortllwest 
skiers and the press: . . . $10. · ·. . . . · .· · . ,·.. . . ' caused ,temperatures to drop.,enou·gh fof 

The early storm.was a mixed bl~sing at .. Forotheis, adult lift tickets are $20, $15. accumulation at Lake Tilhoe, .said Rudy 
Heavenly Mountain Resort, which is finish- forjuniors and se¢ors and '$5 for children Cruz,' meteorologist for the National WeathS 
irig up $10 million worth of upgrades.this under 12. . , . . .· . · .... er Service. . . r 

· summer, said spokeswon:ian~ollyCuffe'. thdre will be rio rentals _but the restau::. ' "All and all it's been a': pretty· strong 
Cuffe s_aid the resort is sticking with its 'ranfs will be open, she said. . • .. , weather system," Cruz' said.. ''Lots of inois':-

Nov. t 9 openiilg date b11t if more storms <· The storin left'nearly an inch bf precipi-· ture ancl cold temperatures makes forlots of 
come official.s could re-evaluate wh~n to· tationiiJ. Cars.on Valley on Wednf?sday and . , snow in the Sierra" · . . , ·. . . '; 

Col11mis.sitin 'to vote\in -proposed.·. Ma'rkleevUle lodge 
. : . • -: ·, '. -_'. ,, '. _·'·. : .:. .• .' .• • :· . . , ·• • ·', I . , .· ;: 

by Jo Halferty ' . will requi:i;¢ a .mitigated nega:- , spa, r~staurant, meeting space th~- Alpiµe County Board of 
Staff Writer · tive decfaration:or .. a more and outdoor pool, 17 {:abins and Supervisot:~ for approval= . 

l. · extensive.envirom:neritaliinpact. 14 other.buildings - totalling • The Planning Comrµi$sion 
A decision that will affect report for the c proposed 35,44~ square feet. · will meetaf 5:30 p.m. Oct. 28 

plans to ·build a dme-sl;iare · Markleeville Vil~age:-':Mahal_ee .- ~op.o\Ving,1:he co_mmission::s · in the county buildirig1at Turtle 
resort.in Mar~eeville is expect- :}od~e - a40~room lodge with ~ec1sion, the item will go before Rock Park · 
ed to be revealed at the next · i·~ .· ____ ... - -

·Alpine .Cpunty'Plan.ning Cqm- 1 

mission meeting on O_ct. 28. 
. The issue has been. closed for' i 

public comment since the ~ept. 
' 30 commission meeting, .when ,I 
. planning' commissioners voted I 

. i:o come back on Oct. ,28 with· 
· ··ili.eir decision on· wllether they· 
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, Alpine County:A . 
, replica 'of c1 dry 

. goods store; · · 
above, is in the 
Alpine County 
' Museum in 

.. Markleeville. A 
coffee gdnder, · 
, right; in the· 

museum store 
is circa 1900; . 

··' 

· Alpine coilllfy Museum . 
event heralds: season· closure 
bJ Jo· Ra~~~ . , -:· from lla.m.:\o 4 P-~ S~turday,. 
Staff Writer . . and Sunday. , . . : . ·. . · . . . 

. . . . . . . . "'We get a lot of people Who. 
· Oct .. 31 will be the final day come by and s'ay :I haven't been · 

. :Aipine Coonty'Museumwill be .'here1yet this year,'"' said the 
,'open for_tlli_s season,-and .the -museum· director, . _Dick 
.museum co·mmem.o:rates this Edwards, .·. . . _ . 
with .its arinual community get. • . After -Oct. -31, the lllli_seuin 
together. · · ·.. . ·_ • \ • · .. · _ ..... "will be closed except for private . 

Amuseui:p. store sale will take tours'. To' arrange a tour, callthe 
· place during theget _togeth~r museum at (530) .694-2317. 
. . . • . : . . '. I .. " . . ·. 



Marldeeville developer told to study project impact 
by Jo Rallerty 
Staff Writer 

between the eilvirnnmental impact 
report and a less extensive study. 

"One important distinction in the 
EIR is you'i:e required in Califor-

Alpine County planning com- nia to look at alternatives, such as a 
missioners voted 4-1 on Thursday scaled-down alternative," said 
to require an environmental impact Planning Director Brian Peters. "In 
report on a Markleeville project the end the county might dedde on 
that some residents would like to the alternative." 
see down-sized. The proposed Markleeville Vil-

N ow it's up to the developer, !age and Mahalee Lodge to include 
Tom Abdoo of High Mountain 70 fractional~ownership cabins, a 
Properties, to accept or appeal the , 40-room lodge and 14 two-story 
decision. ' , commercial buildings, would 

The commission was to decide stretch across 36 acres, including 

the property behind the Alpine 
County Museum on School Street. 

· Fractional-ownership is much 
like a time-share, but owners 

· receive a title for their percentage. 
. of the building; according to 
. Peters. · · ' : . 

Nancy Thornburg of Friends of 
Markleeville, which has about 30 
active members, .said, "I'd like to 
see a smaller lodge and some com­
mercial buildiµgs on Montgomery 
Street, but none of those cabins on 

See Impact on page 2 

Nice view: Tom· Abdoo's proposed 
MarkleevilleiVillage will overlook the 
Alpine County town. 1 · 1 · 

Plann~rs to visit project site-· 
Stall reports · Street. Planning commission­

Alpine co:unty planning 
commissioners will make a 
site· visit to. the location of the 
Markleeville Village/Mahalee 
. Lodge project at their Sept. 30 
meeting. · I · · 

·The' visit w+n take place at 
4:30 p.m. ahd :will convene in 
front of the Alpine County 
Chamber of ~9mmerceNisitor 
Center located at Webster 

I 

ers wi,l then reconvene for 
their regular meeting at 7 p.m. 
at Turtle Rock Park, 17300 
Highway 89. · 

·The lodge project is pro- i<, 
posed by High Mountain Prop- ': . 
eities, o,wned by CarsonVall~y ~) 
businessman Thomas Abdoo. ' 

The development is expect­
ed to inch1de a ,40-room lodge 
with spa, restaurant, and a 
commercial development. 

I 



Supervisors tne~t on Tuesday. 
Stan Rep~rts · will meet at 9 a.in: on Tuesday 

at the County Administrative 
A request by Kirkwood Building inMarkleeville. 

Mountain Resort to move the 
·· Amador..:Alp~ne cOlinty line 

slightly to put two home~ 
inside. the Alpine border will be 

• 
1 
discussed_ at the Alpine County 

· . /Board of Supervisors meeting 1 

'lon Tuesday.. ' ' I . • • 

1~ Klrkwc>0d is· developing: a -
!neighborhood :on its property,· 
; and these houses will be 
Vbetween chairs 6 and 7 near the , . 
f:end of the Olympic run, ·Ki:rlc-
1.wood · spokesperson .Tracy 
I-Miller said. : . . . · . - . 

· T ; _ "At the end of, the day you 
-(.caiLski down to. your h9use,'' .. 
;shesaid,. : ··. · ·_ · · · 

'; .. ·• Othedtems ~on the agend~ 
. :l!lclud,e: . _,.,: · • _ .. .c:: ·.:. · 

'I- . ■ _TheJJ:S. Fish and _Wildlife 
[f.~ervtces will in.~e a presenta-

r

,hon on fhe:.:Paiute • Cutthroat 
Trout Restoration Tuoject.. • ·· • 

. · II A public heatjng will be 
bela t? get citizen input ort­
;a,dopt1on • of ,_a resolution 
t auth9rizilig 'developm~nt of the 

_.· 
1
Alpme C9unty_ Groun;ciwater 
-ManagementPlan. · , . -· 

· , . ■ A public hearin:g will be 
lleld regarding an appeal of the · · 
:Planning Commission's deci- •. 

;:sion. to a.ppr·o·v·e.th .. e .exteri.or col~"{ ... · . 
r:ors an~ materials for. a builcli{!g ·•. I ~ 
l~al!eiJ the."So<iaShop·Build- "' 
fing,': a. proposed commercial' "' 

' . !JJuilding for the northwest cor,- ' 
[ner of_Montgom~ry and Main · 
1~Street m Markleeville. ·. · · · 
i1 ·•■ The possible adoption of • 
ttthe final budget for the fjscal 

' :year:2004-2005: . 
=. iThe board 6f super~isbrs 
• ' . \ '! ' ., ' ' L-,__ ____ c._.:_, 

I Boxer:·· 
,adaresses 
r•- , i ~ 

·~pjrl~rs ;. 
~ii, 1rv1ng' Kra~ss .. 
~speci;ilto,theIH> . < 
_ ·~tl~!a°E!d~i/~:~1t£J 
.. ,at Soren,s¢n's Resort m Hope 
cV~~f>q@'foriria:S~J?-~t<>r,.Bar-: ~· 

t
bai~J3q~er 'oesciibedb.ef legc•···· 
ii!\litrvf efforts, to 'gafQ_ '.liealt'.ti ;_.,,. . . -c • .- . . . .... ·.··. _ • -·-·.. . · ·, 

: l~~hlJ~,,e;2:aAJ~~~t~;:;~':·~:~i:rt~r~t~~~f ~ -.. 
·rxp~~~~H:~fltiO.p.:;; 1:, .. : ••:' .• _:f'}l~1-~0~ Cou~~ op Oct~,4E- : .: 

lf~~~~E~~t~~rta~~~~. 
·:quately funded by President arid chair Mary ·Walker intro­
Bush.S'b.e said that the adnrih~· Outed the senator. Briari Wal.: 

· . istiati~n's propose!! budget lace,. chair-of the-Califor,nia-
- ·sharply i:ed11ces veterans', bene'- Nevada Washoe Tribe ptesent-

fits: . _ . . . ' ed Boxer with a small, iritri-
.. Boxer, added that there',has .cately woven· child's tattle: 

. , been serioti~ )Jacktracking. on · which she said ,s,he would. pres­
'the -Clear Air Act and other erit toa grandchild, .. . " 
_environmental iss.ues: The - The event _was .hosted, by the 
;audienc.e inclqded visitors from . Alpine •County~Demcicratic 
·Nevada. · · · · Central Committee .. · -
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[Husband and wiferetirefromcounty .. 
. : ,: , ' . ' 

by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer 

.work and we love the people," 
said Judi of living in the small 
Alpine County town. 

Husband and wife and fellow Both Judi and Tom at one 
Alpine County employees, Tom time lived in Los Angel~s. Tom 
and Judi Na gel, are retiring worked for the Los Angeles . 
within several weeks of each Police Department for five 
other. years,' then Douglas County 

Judi Nagel, 60, was the Sheriff's Department for five · 
Alpine County Public· Works more years before. coming to 
office supervisor and has been Alpine County. · 
working there for 20 years. Her "Even the. bad guy~ are of 
last day was on Thursday. nicer quality here,'' Tom.said. 

Tom Nagel, 57, has been a Tom arid Judi's sup~rvisors 
detective for Alpine County regret them leaving... . 
Sheriff's Department for 21 "It's been a privilege working 
years. Tom will continue work- . with Tom· over th.e past 20 
ing until the middle of Decem- years/' said Alpine County 
ber. Sheriff John Crawford. "He's· 

Although they will miss cer- been the type of officer who 
tain aspects of their jqbs, they really cares about his co~uni­
said they are looking forward to ty. He's worked his way up from 
retirement. deputy into investigations. 

"I am going to miss-the peo- -"He's done some really }VOn-
ple and th_e public that I've d(,'!rful work. He's truly going to 

. worked with all these years," be missed in our department." 
said Judi. "I'm losing more than my 

Judi arid Tom have lived in right hand,' I'm losing both 
Woodfords, Calif. in the same hands,'' said Judi's boss, director 
house for 27-½ years. They of Public~Works and county sur­
raised two children there who· veyor 'Leonard Turnbeaugh. 
went to Douglas High School; "She can run the place without 
Mark, who is an electrical engi- . me and I know I can't run the 
neer in Texas and Keith, a fire.:. place without her." 
man in Seattle. The Nagels have "She is and always will be the 
five grandchildren. heart and soul of public works," 

''This is a good place to raise said Public Worlfs administra­
our. children, a good place to tive assistant April Livesay. 

. \ . 

;--=7..,....,-,:--;-,-,,,,,=.,----.,,;-------, 

.. ·. . . ' , , •. . , . . . . -JESSICAcOMBOS/The R-C 
Husband and wife retire: Tom and Judi Nagel retired - Judi on 
WednesdaY,after 20 YE:arsancl Tom, bee. 15 after 21 years. 

"And he's .Mr.'. H. eart.· arid. So_ ul," own motorcycle Judi shook her · 
she said of Tom. . . . ' . head and said that she has only '· . -1 

"We'¥e· both been very fortu- ridden on the back of his .. 
nate to have exemplary bosses,'.'. Judi and Tom's immediate 
said Tom: .' . . · · . · plans are going to'.visfr th~ir · 
. Tom, the sole crnne detective son's faprily in Texas for the 

for the county besides one nar- next few.weeks,-then comeba<;:k · 
cbtics detective,. said he has just before Thanksgiving. . 
always enjoyed detective work .''We're goirig to enjoy the 

"I enjoy digging, then I go holidays as retired people and 
work it off on my motorcycle;" then the first of the. year we'll 
he said. · figure out what we want to do,'' ' 

Tom and Judi, who have been Judi said. 
married for 3~ years,·met while ·Besides dqing.il lcimorehik:-,· • 
Tom was riding a motorcycle. fog, the couple is looking for- ' 

"We met because of motorcy- · ward to traveling in the next few 
cles, I courted her on a motorcy.:. years. 
cle and we still enjoy i~," h~ II Jo Rafferty cari be reached atjraf-
said, laughing. · ferty@recordcourier.com or 782-

When -asked if she rides her . 5121, ext. 213. : · 

!::Kirkwood , 
I . . . 

i-does .October 
. Staff reports 

: Last weekend was the Alpine . I 
'. County ski resort's earliest i 
f opening ever. More- than 2,0bo i 
;:came out for the first day of i 

: operations Saturday, Pi:esident : · 
·Tim C:ohee said Sunday. . · 
' And this weekend promises · 1: KIRKWOOD - Much can 

i be said for skiing and boarding 
i:in October. ' , ,' 
' "I've never skied this· eady 
. liere," said Craig Gabriel, an 
: expert ~kier/who came down , 
; Mokelumne run off the Solitude 
•• chairlift Sunday. 1 • • 

This weekend four lifts will 
: be running, 1, 5, Q and: 11, with , 
. 1,000 acres open. I 
. "Cb.air 6 is the· high speed 

.. Cornice Express tliat goes to the 
; top of the mountain," said.Tracy 
' Miller1 Kirkwood spokesperson. 

)o be even better. . . 
:: "We've gotten another 2 feet 
: of snow. It looks -like February~ 
foot here,:' said Miller. ·. · · 
1
• Tlie ski resort is~open for ' 
: w~ekends from 9 a;m· to4 p~m: 

· until :Nov: 20, when daily opera­
: tions begin; This weekend the 
'ticket prices will, be $4 7 for. I 
: adults? up· from $20 on opening : 
: weekend: -Ski and snowboard 1 

• rentals are a:vailable, as Well as 
· linuted ski school for beginners 
>and private lessons. ,~ · 

. . . . . . ' 
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1;mpact: 
Alpine 

1, ' 

C~ntinued from page 1 
the mountainside." 

!Thornburg and Dick 
Edwards, Alpine County 

· M;useum director, have ques­
tions regarding the project that 
they'i·e not sure will have satis­

, factory answers without cutting 
back on the plans. . 

Markleeville: A drawing of Ton Abdoo's project. 

\ "One of my main objections . cient to service the project, and 
, isithese cabins are 20feet apart Abdoo has proposed to insrall 
i~.an area of timber," said an on-site wastewater treat­
Et;lwards, adding that he's not ment. 
sure if that conforms with laws He hired a civil engineer 
regarding defensible space; who. has said it will work, but 

j Abdoo. officials coul~ not be Friends of Markleeville have 
reached for comment. their own engineer, Norman 

, iPet~rs said the proposed cab- Hantzsche, who said, "My 
ins are actually 1'6 feet apart. overall finding is that the plan 

: "The standard county ordi- , for on-site wastewater treat­
nance requires residences to be , ment and disposal, as presently 
at least 20 feet from the lot proposed, is not feasible." 
boundary lines,'' (which would Ultimately, the wastewater 
leave 40 feet between houses), treatment issue will go before 
said Peters. "What they're pro- the Lahontan Regional Water 
posing is lOfeet aprut. , Quality Control Board, accord-

"Because they're proposing ing to Peters. 
a planned development, tlu1t "In the end they're the ones 
qan vary. It .will be up to the who have to give the permit," 

. county to decide." · · . he :said. . 
Thornburg and Edwards This permit as well as sever-

questioned the safety of an ird- al from other agencies will be 
gation ditch that wraps around required before the project 
the property. could get off the ground, Peters 

Peters. said that a portion of said. And this wouldn't even 
the ditch would either have to happen until after the county 
be placed in a culvert or approves the environmental 
moved. impactrepoiCwhich would 

Wastewater.treatment facili- take approxiniqtely a year to 
ties for the town are not suffi- complete. · 

Thornburg and Edwards said 
:they .wonder if the well water 
•on the land is sufficient, and 
· said it is high in manganese. 

"We needed an EIR to get 
these questions answered," said 
Thornburg. 

Edwards, a California park 
ranger for 36 years, said that 
40-50 percent of the Jeffrey 
and pinion pines on the prope1;­
ty would have to be removed. , 

"Being a park ranger all i 
. those years, I'm really against 
· the vista changing. It's irre­
placeable." 

But their main concern is the 
impact the resort may have on 
their small Alpine County 
town, and the. possibility of 
'increased vandalism. 

"It will be a playground for 
the new tenants out here," said · 
Edwards. "There are more 
hoines there than there are in 
the whole town of 
Markleeville. . 

"It's something I really don't 
think this community's ready 
to cope with, at least not as we 
are today." 
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Supervisors say no 
brick in project 
by Jo Rafferty 
SJaffY'{riter 

they don't believe the Historic 
Design Review Committee's 
findings that there have been no 

The Alpine County Board of brick buildings in Markleeville 
Supervisors said no brick will throughout history. 
go on the face of the proposed Gansberg pulled a couple of 
Soda Springs Building at Tues- old bricks out of a garbage bag 
day's meeting ~ but not with- he had underneath the table, and 
out a heated debate. said he found them in old dump 

The vote was 2-2, with Dis- sites around town. 
tnci 5 ·supervi. sor. Chris Gans- . "I think it's right for the coun­
berg, Jr. and District 2 Supervi- ty to approve this project," he 
sor Herman Zellmer dissenting. said. Zellmer said they need the 

The supervisors were to reven~e Abdoo's projects would 
decide whether to uphold the bring to the county. 
Alpine County Planning Com- "We've got to do something 
mission's and. Historic Design here because it's dying," he 
Review Committee's decision to said. "If we're going to fight 
not allow developer Tom Abdoo everybody who wants to do 
of High Mountain Properties to something to help thjs commu­
put brick on the facade of the . nity ... " 
proposed Soda Springs Build- Chair Terry Woodrow, Dis­
ing, on the corner of Mont- trict 4 supervisor, although she 
gomery and Main streets in voted in favor of the commis­
Markleeville. sion's and design review com-

Arguments carried over into mittee's decision, warned the 
Abdoo's plans for the proposed 25-plus, standing-room-only 

· Mahalee Lodge/Markleeville · audience and District 1 Supervi­
Village project, which would sor Donald Jardine, the only 
include a 40-room lodge, 70 other yes vote, not to take the 
cabins and 14 commercial matter lightly. 
buildings, as well. '.'Our number one business is 

"Mr. Abdoo has a right to tourism," said Woodrow;using 
appeal these. decisions," said the town of Murphys, Calif. as 
Zellmer, to Abdoo. "I don't an example. "Their businesses 
know wliy you.want to appeal .. are just flourishing from tourism 
this. It's been fight you, fight that came in (after upgrades to 
you, fight you around every the downt9wn area.) 
turn. "What if (Abdoo is) not 

"I know all over California allowed to do brick? Is he just 
there are a lot of other commu- . going to go away?" 
nities tha( would love to have However, Woodrow moved to 
your project. It doesn't seem to second Jardine's suggestion to 
be wanted here. I can't believe · go along with the-planning com­
we're going to do th1s a!! along _mission's and Historic Design 
the process." Review Committee's decision to 

Zellmer and Gansberg argued , not allow the bricks. 

,, 
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Markleeville developer faces hur les\ 
I 

by Jo Raffertv 
Staff Writer 

The developer who is proposing Mahalee 
Lodge/Markleeville Village in the town of 
:Markleeville and three of the four supervi­
sors present at the Alpine County Board of 
Supervisors meeting on Tuesday have said, 
they think the project's opponents have 
gone too far. 

''I just wanted to express it's really a sad 
day when everyone is so negative about 
some growth in the community," said Chair 
Terry Woodrow. . 

50(.JTt-l t.U:.V,YL\Jt, F .. A5T t.LC.VATTON But, Friends of Markleeville member 
Nancy Thornburg said, following Tuesday's 
meeting, ''We are not anti-growth. we are The proposed Soda Shop building (the third and fourth buildings from the 

. pro.,Markleeville.", . . '. . .· . ·. . left) is shollVn from :t,vvo angles'. 
. Woodrow was. one of two supervisors • 

· . 'who haq backed ·the ;H~st9rical Design • .. , . ~ Willia'ms, his architect/said' 1:heipr61e2t 
Review Committee's retoDlIIl.endatioii. to· e are trying in every. will bring the county. an estiirlated $609,0QQ 
noiallow developer TomAl:5doo's request ... ' . . . . ' in the first year. ,, .. < ,:,.;. . c:· -~ 
to put brick on thy facade of the proposed way known to man to follow . · Following Tuesday's Illeetiirg;Abd6.Z:> 
SodaShop, on the comer of Montgomery h l · . l · h· , said he will not fight the fact tljat bric~~ 

--1, andMainstreetsinMarkleeville. . t e rues exact Y ast ey are. , notbeallowedontheSoda.'Shop_bi:rildiilg~:~ 
However, Woodrow and, other. supervi- · · · · ~ ., . . .. .Tom Abdoo . ,· ''We'.11 probably change/the Jacade)/'ihe 

. ·. sors expressed their reluctail.ce at setting up ·. · . High Moi.mtain Pi·operties said: "Although i;riy attomef sayswe•v.iollfo 

. · yet another hurdle for the developer to juinp ""!!111!llllliil-imaliliii!lliiliiRlllliii!I! .win in court." . . . . . , . .. . . • 
over. : M i¥ '" ~ Abdoo said he had been forced to build 
·. ''We shouldn"t have to bring everything love it_ they have a passion for it." ''It's his own wastewater treatment facility after 
to this level," said Supervisor Herman not about money. There's a lot more to life the county refused to let them upgrade its 
Zellmer. "So _far, everything has been than just making money," he said. system for their use. 
argued. about - the name, how many feet Abdoo said the 40-room lodge, 70 cabins In addition, he said that a timber harvest 
between the cabins ... " -2• and 14 commercial buildings, "is going to plan and more fire hydrants are included in 

Supervisor Chris Gansberg said the fight be a really beautiful project.'.' He said he has their project. .. . , 
against the development had gone as far as hired "top-notch guys," including, environ- ''If it isn't the fire issue, it's the water 
''bodily harm" to Abdoo. ' 1.1\ental consultant. Carter Schleicher, civil issue," said Abdoo. "They'll always come 

Abdoo substantiated this claim on Thurs- engiµeer Blaise D' Angelo, Dennis Smith, a up with something. 
• day, although he said he didn't want to "ere- was~ater specialist with Western Engi- ''We are trying in every way known to 
ate any more animosity.". ·- neering,, Ben Fagen of Ben Fagen Designs man to follow the rules exactly as they are." 

"Someone really tried to do something," and Ed Williams, the lead architect for the Information provided by· the Friends of 
he said. There have also been phone threats Marriott Grand Residence Club Tahoe. Markleeville said, "(We) would like to state 
to some of the project's team members, he All of his investments in Markleeville _ that throughout the review process of both 
added. from this project, to a restaurant and hotel the Soda Shop proposal and the bigger proj-
. Abdoo said that all the concessions he • that have already been developed, the pro- ect (the Mahalee Lodge/Markleeville Vil­
has hag to make up until now have cost him posed Soda Shop building and 900 acres he lage) we have focused our attention strictly 
an additional $150,000-$250,000 in engi- owns outside town,_ will cost him close to on the projects, their compliance with laws 
ne.ering costs and legal fees. Many people $40 million, he said. and regulations, their feasibility and with 
have asked him why he hasn't just aban- But, what he said he hopes is to bring our· concerns about possible negative: 
doned the project, he said. . · financial help to a town that he and Zellmer. impacts on the small town of Markleeville." • 

''I haven't left the project because I really and Gansberg have said is dying. Ill Jo Rafferty can be reached at · / 
love the area as much as anyone else," he ''It's going to mean incredible revenues jrafferty@recordcourier.com or 782-5121., ext . 

. said. "Everyone who works for me - they. to Alpine County," he said. 213. . / 



;Leslie thanks voters 
' 

!for their support 
' . 

: Staff Reports 

, Assemblyman Tim Leslie (R-
: Tahoe City) Wednesday 
' expressed his gratitude to the 
. people of the Fourth Assembly 
District for returning him to 
. Sacramento for one final term. 

"Even though I have served 
for nearly two decades in the 
Legislature, this election victory _ 
is no less humbling," said 
Leslie, who won reelection to 
his final term with 67 percent of 
the vote. 

"I pledge - both to those 
who gave me their vote and 
those who voted for my oppo­
nent - to continue to work for 

. their interests and not the spe­
cial interests. I will fight for 

· local control, job creation, and 
.. strong public safety, as well as 

better roads, schools, and water 
storage. I promise also to work 
to defend our freedoms, to 
stand-up for the most defense­
less among us, and to promote 
the strength of the traditional 

. family. . ·, :,, 
"I want to congratul~fe my 

worthy opponent, Todd 

The Alpine County· Historical 
Society will have a general 
meeting on Nov." 18 at Turtle 

. RockPark. 
Featured will be a presenta~ 

tion by Jim Hubbard on Washoe 
Basketry. · 

- No-host social hour will be at 
5:30 p.m., a potluck: dinner at 
6:15 p.m. and the program 
begins at 7 p.m. Door prizes will 
be given. , 

For information, call the soci­
~ ety at (530) 694-2317. 

LESLIE . 

· Schwenk, 
who ran a 
spirited 
and well­
f ought 
race. I 
know he 
inspired 
many peo-

_ple by the 
earnest and 
unrelenting 
effort he 

made in the face of overwhelm­
ing odds. His campaign exem­
plified what is the best about 
Americans and our democracy. 

"As I enter my last term, I 
recognize the many challenges 
facing our state: a built-in budg­
et deficit, dec'"iining water 
capacity, inadequate roads and 
public transportation, and strug­
gling schools. Thus, I want to 
spend my last years in the Leg­
islature cementing what I hope 
is a compelling record of work­
ing to move California forward, _ 
to make her the best she can be. _ 

.. This i~ crucial not only for us 
-: today, but for the world our -

children will inherit from us." 

County artists sought 
Alpine County artists are 

needeq. to showcase their art­
work at Woodfords Antiques in 
Woodfords, Calif. Set-up date is 
before Nov. 23 and the store vvil1 
be open 10 a.m. to 5 p:m. Nov. 
26-28, Dec. 4, 5, 11, 12 and 18-
24. Hot cider and cookies will be _ 
available to the public. A 10 per­
cent consignment fee wiU be 
charged. The event will be 
advertised through the _chamber 
of commerce, Kirkwood, the 
Record-Courier, local bulletin 
boards and county offices, and 
will be announced at local meet­
ings. For information call Ellen 
Martin, evenings at (530)694.:. 
2360, 
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ad Of. iilstory 
eye pa~ch. . 

Alpine County, w-e have landed in the new-s 

e dimly-lit 
greenery· 

rpe exhibit 
~ is a faint 
eze as you 
lark under­
ng fishing 
miniature 
driftwood 
of the sea. 
.f haunting 
e room as 
1 the brass 
1tic it has 
Jn. Pearls 
helm and 

b.ells and a 
the bed of 
rful parrot 
1den pirate 
xt exhibit. 
I bejeweled 
bserver .. An 
turquoise, 
:rald dazzle 
:ving trays, 
chest with­

coins and a' 
f rum are 
Jolly Roger 
it and dark 

· This unique and imaginative · by Al Pettit 
display was created by Jim and 
Dinette Greenwood of South A real, live, genuine, traditional 
Lake Tahoe to promote the NEWSPAPER, that is. Remember 
ongoing '10reat Stories and those portable, eye-friendly pages 
Film" program. A small group that used to be available without 
of interested patrons attended spending $1,000 plus on a state-of­
February's showing of the the-art computer equip/Ilent you 
adventure film "Pirates of the mostly could-not understand? OK, 
Caribbean." The community · you asked for it, and in some cases 
gathers once a month to view a screamed bloody murder for it, so 
film of special interest. Call the here it is. Now shut up. 
Alpine County Library at (530) After the Alpine Enterprise col-
694-2120 for next month's lapsed after a 20-plus year unprof­
selection: itable run with_ numerous publish-

On Thursday, March .4, pre- ers, copycat and gismo addicted as 
school children from the Alpine I am, I thought Internet. Online like 
County Early Learning Center the big guys, cutting edge, fast lane 
took a field ttip to the library to ... why not? With the generous · 
view the whimsical presenta- help of Alpine resident, and com­
tion which included a reading puter guru David Griffith, we made 
of the book "How I Became a a fairly decent showing on the 
Pirate" by Melinda Long. The information highway. Problem was, 
children were delighted by the not all our readers traveled this 
short movie clip and the music route. Complaints came pouring in: 
from the Disney- land ride, "We want a REAL paper," "I don't 
Pirates of the Caribbean. have or want or can afford a com-

A collection of ,.books on puter." etc. So, about a year ago this. 
. pirate·tales awaits you at the·. March, while recuperating from a 
library and the special. exhibit b_out of pneumonia, I simply gave 
will be open the remainder of up and shut up.' . · · 
thi$ week a.n:d next. Yo-ho, Yo- Now comes Alpine County's 
ho, a Pirates Life for rrie. Feb. 3 Candidates Night, for the 

· now infamous "early c;alifornia .· 

results .. ~ri~~ry'' .<:~tend:dtoleadthe. 
• ,._ -- - ., ,~11, ~~-~ -.· ~" ~- .• ✓ --•--·"'z __ " ~-r"'~~PP- l fuesiJav 

nation to ... fill in your choice here) 
where apparently there was more 
screaming and yelling about our 
lack of a newspaper than screaming 
and yelling about or am.ong the 
candidates. Shortly thereafter, Judy 
Molnar, assistant to the board of 
supervisors, having also been inun-

. dated with comments from the 
"Why don't we have .... " contin­
gent, initiated contact with The 
Record-Courier Publisher Janet 
Geary. Ms. Geary agreed to meet. 
with Judy, Alpine Chamber Direc­
tor Theresa Burkhauser, Chamber 
officials, Alpine Planning Com­
missioner Bill Morgan, and myself. 

The outcome was far more than 
we ever expected. Geary graciously 
offered the county at least one page 
per week in The Record-Courier 
Friday edition. She, also offered to 

send up reporters when. necessaiy. I 
was asked by the chamber to act as 
liaison between Alpine County and 
the paper. I agreed. Then I cqecked 
liaison in Webster's Dictionary. The 
etymology is middle French, and 
the, first meaning is "a binding or 
thickening agent used in cooking." 
The second meaning is R rated. No, 
X. You probably saw the movie. 
Forget it. But I have a reputation for 
making simple things sound thick 
and murky, so perhaps the label is 
apt. 

In any event, our contact a The 
Record-Courier is Regina Purcell, 
(775) 782-5121, ext 211, e-mail: 
rpurcell@recordcomier.com: Items . 
for publication for Friday must be 
received by her by 1 p.m. the prior 
Thursday. You can send iterhs to · 
her directly by e~mail. If so, 

because she uses Mac equipment, 
text must be pasted in the body of 
the e-mail, not by attachment. She 
can receive attachments of photos 
or text in PDF format. You can also 
send material to me: 
alprise@gbis.com, or contact me 
by (530) 695-2237. 

Please be advised this is a work 
in prog1'ess. We want to develop a 
core group of regulai·, reliable con­
tributors. I do not intend to be a 
roving reporter but will help you in 
any way I can, We want our section 
in The Record-Cornier to become a 
truly ·community effort to reflect the 
diverse view individuals have on a 
wide range of subjects. Our respec­
tive roles will be better defined .as 
we gain experience working togeth­
er. I am eagerly looking forward to 
this new challenge as I hope all of 
you ai·e. 

I we have an' outstanding our attention on our great od believe that the truths of the 
nursery. Our nursery is and Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Bible are best summed up in 

· · designed for the securi- Christ. Also, the preaching of what is commonly called 
ty, health and happiness of your God's Word is the.hub of all our · Reformed Theology. Although 
baby. The nursery staff is a car- there is not space here to give a 
ing and' trained grCJ,u~p~_"""si~f ~~~o.=.m=e=n:..., ~~-~L:.1~=~~~.'.i!"i!!~.:;~:_fu~~~ll~s~;t_::_;a_t:e:_:;:m::_::e:.;_n . .::.t _o~,;_,.f .:.=.:.:--2_..=.:it:.:i::::_s :_su::.ff:::_::i:_,-_.L . 
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Whittell 
powers 
way to 
regional 
title. 
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Fire closes 
Kirkwood 
Crowded mountain shut down 
at midday, should open Thursday 
By Susan Wood 
Tribune staff writer 

KIRKWOOD - A fire broke out Sunday afternoon in the 
Kirkwood Mountain Resort power house, cutting operations at 
the Alpine County ski area and power to nearby valley residents 
at midday. 

The ski area was ordered closed by 12:30 p.m., shortly after 
crews from the Kirkwood Volunteer, Lake Valley and Woodfords 
fire departments spent about 10 minutes extinguishing the fire 
that could be seen across the valley. 

Witnesses gave accounts of billowing flames and smoke from 
the building located near the Red Cliffs Lodge. 

"Our chair stopped. Then we looked over and saw the Reut 
stopped, and we knew - this isn't just somebody falling off the 
lift," Rusty Sammon said, returning to his vehicle at 2 p.m. 

The San Francisco man was on The Wagon Wheel chairlift, 
commonly known as "The Wall." 
- "Smoke filled the sky," said Paul McDonald, Sammon's 

buddy. 

Kirkwood Valley fills with black smoke from a fire 
The backup generators kicked in 20 minutes later, allowing 

at its power plant on Sunday. See Kirkwood, Back page 
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Diehard boarders hike Kirkwood Mounatin Resort after a 
fire shut down lift: operation on Sunday afternoon. 

Kirkwo 
From PageA1 
skiers and boarders on the chair -
lifts to get off. 

As of press time, power was 
expected to be restored to resi­
dents Sunday night and to the ski 
resort by Thursday for Veteran's 
Day weekend, President Tim 
Cohee said, surveying the dam­
age. The ski area has operated on 
weekends over the last few 
weeks, its earliest opening ever. 

Cohee said the mountain was 
full of people and he was grate­
ful the stmcture was ventilated 
and therefore did not burn to the 
ground. 

One employee received dam­
age to his hand from a fire extin­
guisher. 

No estimates were given of 
damage to the building, with the 
roof sustaining the bulk of it. 
The blaze started when an 

engine overheated and ignited 
the wood frame. 

"It's amazing we received 
minimal damage. We had a full 
mountain," Cohee said. 

At least a handful of Kirk­
wood employees either work at 
i:he Volunteer fire Department or 
have in the. past. There's also a 
protocol in place to handle such 
emergencies. 

Cohee was, pleased with the 
responsiveness of the agencies 
and his staff. 1 

Those who bought tickets get 
a free day in; lieu of Sunday's 
half-day of :operations. Pass 
holders were given drink vouch-
ers. 1 

Patrons at Bub's Sports Bar 
were greeted :with candles burn-
ing in the res~ooms: . 

I 
I 

- S'usan Wood can be 
reaclied<it(530) 542-8009 or via 

i ' e-mailat 
I 

swo.od@talu)edailytribune.com 
I 
! 
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lgrkwood Mountain Resort snow maker Zach Moore 
~ords the damage done by a fire in the power 

, ,ouse which shut down operations on Sunday. 

1 

From PageA1 

\ 

'. roof is installed on the power­
house and its engines can be 
restarted. Construction of the 
temporary roof is scheduled to 

, start today and · be finished 
before Christmas. A permanent 
roof will be built in the summer. 

The resort will be open for 
business for the Veterl\nS Day 
weekend - Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday - as 
planned. Daily operation of the 

Blaze at Kirkwood resort . 
caused by engine· exhaust 
Full power restored, 
slopes open Thursday 
~-=-----::~------_:__·~ 
By Gregory Crofton 
Tribune staff writer 

Portable generators restored power to Kirk- @ 
wood Moll?~ Resort late Monday morning > 
after a fire m its powerhouse caused lights to go 
out and ski lifts to stop turning. t" 
. ~e fire, which started Sunday around noon, t 

1gruted because exhaust from one of the resort's C) 
six diesel-fueled generators heated wood that --
was part. of the powerhouse structure, said Tiin l 

Cohee, president of the resort. The fire burned 
into_ the roof of the building but spared the · 1 I' 
engmes and other equipment inside. . w 

"The damage is not· near as bad as anyone ~ 
thought," Cohee said. "The engine was running ~ 
t:me. The wood simply had gotten hot too many 

· nmes too often and lost its integrity." ~ 
The building had been subjected to regular 

fire inspections this year and fu past years. ~ 
Damage caused. by the fire is unknown but it 
will cost at least $100,000, Cohee said. &. 

On Tuesday morning, Cohee awaited the 
arrival of a third portable generator. The three (D 
generators will provide an ample amount of D 
power for the resort and 600 houses and condo-· t 
miniums in the valley, Cohee said. · ~ 

The generators will be used until a temporary i 

See Kirkwood, B,a.ck page 

mountain is scheduled to start 
November 20. 

"The resort has restored 100 
percent of its capability for 
power so there will be no lag in 
operations," Cohee said. "It 
could not go any better than it 
has. The building inspector, the 
fire insurance inspectors, the air 
board, the local fire department, 
the county and the staff have all 

· done a fantastic job." . 
I 

- Gregory Crofton can be 
reached at (530) 542-8045or,by 

e-mail at 
gcrofton@talweda.ilytribune.com 



Hearing date to 
b~ $etf or project· 
by ~o Rafferty · 
Staff Writer · 

commercial buildings. 
Residents of Markleeville· and 

members of Friends of 
·. The.developer who's propos- · Markleeville have pushed f()r 
ifig a :resort for.·the town· Of the environmental impact.study; 

.· Markleeville is disputing a plan- · and have said they believe the 
ning commissi@ decision.to project will be too ,mucli_fo:r the. 
require an environmental impact small town. • . ' . 
stuc;ly on the projecf . . . . . .. · The enyironmental study 
. Brian Peters, Alpine County · would require alternatives to the 

p!anning director, said he.will proposed project, according to '· 
ask Alpine County Board of Peters. 
Supervisors at the Nov. 16 meet- · · · ··· · 
,ing if a public' hearing date c,an Other ltems 'on the agenda 
be set _to. obtain input on the include: 

· issue, preferably on Dec: 7., . Ill Possible adoption of t~e 
·· • "The date 0 and · time will be · Alpine County Community. Fire 
determined on the 16th," s;rid Plan ·· · · · 
Peters .. · . . 111 A request for approval of 

Tom Abdoo ·,of High Moun:: Merpll driveway and for a cul­
tain Properties is piopoi;;ing de-sac on Jenny· Mae Way, to 
Markleeville Viilage and determip,e if they are in conipli-
1\fahalee Lodge, whkh consists ance with the Fire Safe Regula­
. of a 40-room lodge, 70 fraction-: tioris for State Responsibility 
al-ownership cab.ins anci }4, Areas. . 

. . - . 

. Exhaust caused Kirkwood· fire . 
Portl!,ble generators restored Six diesel-fueled generato:r;s b.eat­

powe( to Kirkwood Mountain· ed wood that was part of the 
Resort late Monday morning powerhouse. structure, said Tim 

. after. a fire in its powerhouse . C:ohee, presidentof the resort. 
caused lights to 'go out and ski The resort wil\ be open for-
lifts to-stop turning. · business· on Veteran's Day 

The fire, which started Sunday·· .·· weekend. Daily operntion of the 
around noori, · ignited because mountain is scheduled to . start 

· exhaust from one of the resort's Nov. 20. 

Nov. 1:l....., :2.DD 'i 

,i 



kind of advertising. The early snow galvanizes 
people and it stimulates action.'' 

Stephanie Ness 
a spokeswoman for the California Ski Industry Association 

time ready or not 

Sacramento Bee/Jay Mather 
When you're 3 and from Tulsa, Okla., like Taliesin Mc(ombs, skiing i an acquired taste. His mother, Melissa Mc(ombs, lends him a 
hand at Squaw Valley on Sunday. The early snow has brought eager ~kiers, but most resorts aren't reporting an early profitjump. 

\ 

Early s11ow puts pressure 011 Sierra resorts 
By Clint Swett Ski Vi"'its flat revenue to the resort's 

BEE STAFF WRITER .. balance sheets. 

This year's record October California and Nevada resorts have seen flat business in recent years,, "It's been a mixed 
snowfall blanketed the but record early snowfall this yea,r may help boost their fortunes. blessing, to say the 
Sierra in white and Millions of visitors per season '\' , least," said Molly Cuffe, 

juiced up skier enthusiasm. But 8 ,,~, a spokeswoman for 
it's been a decidedly mixed 7_1 ' ,·---~- t, \ !:!_,!~ _,.~.?:·~-2:4 Heavenly Mountain 
blessing for Tahoe-area resorts. 7 , c y 7.4 7.4 •,, , \ . Resort in South Lake 

In dumping up to 4 feet of \, '". ( Tahoe. 
snow on the mountains, last \ , . 6,5 ~ Despite abundant 
month's storms laid a founda- 6 · .. \s.s· .. · · · 5.11 · · · ¾. snow, Heavenly has 
ti"~ for what could be a very 

5 
. ___ .. , delayed opening until 

vearfortheskibusiness. 1994/ 1995/ 1996/ 1997/ 1998/ 1999/ 2000/ 2001/ 2002/ 2003/ Nov.19becauseit'sstill 
i.. dlsospawnedsomelogisti- 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 dbing$10millionin 
cal problems. Source: California Ski lndustJy Association Sacramento Bee/Mltchell Brooks major construction 

Many ski areas, for instance, projects, some of which 
had to scramble to fill jobs, ranging from coped with stormy conditions. were delayed by the storms. 
lift operators to cooks and parking-lot And while hard-core skiers and snow- The resort hasn't finished installing a 
attendants. · )warders showed up for early season fun, new six-passenger chairlift that replaces 

Off-season construction projects were many already had purchased season two older lifts. And it's also in the middle 
halted in their final stages as workers pi!:sses, so they brought no additional ► SKI, back page, D8 
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Sacramento Bee/Jay l':lath)r 
Lift: lines were short Sunday at Squaw Valley. The early snow has left the resort scrambling to find enough workers to handle operations.·:':::'. 

advertising," said Stephanie 
Ness, a spokeswoman for the 
California Ski Industry Associa­
tion. "The early snow galvanizes 
people and it stimulates action." 

Indeed, resort lodgings are 
showing big boosts in early 
season reservations. The (800) 
AT-TAHOE service for south 
shore reservations reports an 18 
percent increase for November 
reservations and a 78 percent 

jump for December bookings 
compared with a year ago at this 
time. (The Christmas holiday 
season can account for as much 
as a third of a resort's annual 
revenue.) 

At the North Lake Tahoe Re­
sort Association, lodging reserva­
tions for November to March are 

· 76 percent higher than they were 
a year ago, said Andy Chapman, 
the group's director of tourism. 

Local ski shops are reporting 
mixed business. "If it's raining, 
then people are coming into our 
store," said Bill Proffit, owner of 
Land Park Ski & Sports on Free­
port Boulevard, which has seen 
a 43 percent jump in sales from 
this time last year. 

Helm of Sun Valley on Howe 
Avenue is overflowing with slds 
getting tune-ups and other ser­
vices, but store owner Chuck 

Helm said sales have been sur.:; · 
prisingly slow, given the early •·• · 
snowfall. · > · 

"We thought it would be strpn­
ger, but the elections made ' · 
things a little flat," he said. «We . 
think people have been holding '. 
off on their purchases." ' 

□ □ □ 
The Bee's Clint Swett can be •i 

reached at (916) 321-1976 or ·, 
cswett@sacbee.com. ··· 1 • 
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C.::UflUIL-o UUU UUf' ~wn:. "'"" 
Bill Proffit 

owner of Land Park Ski & Sports on Freeport Boulevard, which has 
seen a 43 percent jump in sales from this time last year 

·i: Boo ngs 
for lo gin s 
show bi jump 

► FROM PAGE Dl 
of overhauling the exterior of its 
East Peak day lodge. 

"The early snow has really 
helped energize everyone about 
the ski season, but it's put us a 
little bit behind," she said. 

Cuffe's comments were ech­
oed by other resort operators 
who, while thankful for the 
heavy snowfall, said they would 
probably only break even for the 
month. · 

One major exception is Kirk­
wood Mountain Resort on High­
way 88 in Alpine County. 

Traditionally one of the first 
resorts to open every season, 
Kirkwood has been pulling in a 
record number of customers, 
said company President Tim 
Cohee. 

"We aren't just looking at a 
momentum builder ... where 
you are just getting a couple of 
hundred people a day," Cohee 
said. "We've never had anything 
like this before . ." 

Since the resort opened Oct. 
23, Kirkwood has had more than 
17,000 customers, about half of 
whom purchased single-day lift 
tickets at up to $47 each. 

The snowfall has even 

boosted season-pass sales, Co­
hee said. "We'll sigh up 400 new 
pass holders on any given day," 
he said. "This is a financial win­
ner." 

With up to 5 feet of snow now 
· on the mountain and more than 1· 

1,000 acres set to open, Kirk- · . 
wood's biggest problem is find-
ing enough people to operate the 
resort at full capacity, Cohee 
said. 

Squaw Valley also is scram­
bling to find enough people to 
staff its early season operations, 
said resort spokeswoman Katja 
Dahl. 

The resort's annual hiring fair 
didn't occur until last weekend, 
so Squaw had to call in hires 
from last season and draft its 
year-round crew to fill seasonal 
jobs, she said. 

"There will not be big reve­
nues for us from this," she said. 
"I'm sure it will be a net positive, 
but this means a lot of unantici­
pated costs, too." 

The real payoff, experts say, 
comes from the optimism and 
enthusiasm that the early snow 
has generated. 

"From a marketing stand­
point, you can't buy this kind of 

,._ Sacramento Bee/Jay Mattier 

Kaitli111 Ramirez, 10, had a lot of room to ski Sunday at Squaw Valley. 
She and her dad, Mario Ramirez, came from Reno. 



,4\uthor.asks 'What's your.comfort food?' 
. · Eating America." . 

· "We met flaming patriots darkened by -
·xenophobia, Bible-belters talking about 

Oi:iia Gigli, Markleeville resident-and killing and viar veterans trembling in fear,'' 
-published .author who wrote ''Poco Pane she said. . 

by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer . 

. Pbco Vmo: A little bread a little wipe," has Gigli s_aiclit is a light book, even though 
come out with anew book, "What's Eating the contenfwas serious._ 

· America." .- - , · _ _"I-wanted to know how otfierAmericans 
:;, "This one deals with food .cultures ofthe were coping with sudden and unstable 

• :riew world. The first' one d~alt with food . world affairs,''. said Gigli. "African.:.Ameri~ 
cultures of the old world," said Gigli .. · · can, caucasian,Jfispanic,Native American, 
·.L Both books contain illusfrll;tions by young,' old, city dwellers and country folk 
"Gigli, . who is_- also an _ artist and along. with all willingly talked about their fears· of ter­
-her husband Ruggero Gigli owns the Villa rorism and' opinions of W3¼ as the United 
Gigli Trattoria restaurant in Markleeville. .· _ States government inexo_raoly approached 

In "What's Eating America," Gigli con- the road to Baghdad." . . . 
4':ronts people from all'walks ·of life and _ · . Upon het return from her second road 
·asks them the question, "What is your com:. trip; Giglhealized she had talked to 60 
fort foQd in these ymes of stress?" : people on each vacation, 30 each direction: _ 
- . Gigli and her husband traveled.'across the She describes each per~on she interviews . 

'::u.s .. twice and slie interviewed 'randomly in_ vivid detail, and the comfort food they· 
tselected strangers - 120 people in all. . like best. . 

· "~ "It.was so much fun," said Gigli. ''People volunta;rily told nie th,eir 
· -< Gigli tells the tale of trav§ling across the recipes,'' said Gigli. "I thought about it, but Author signing: Gina Glgli will sign her 
country during the 2001-02 and .the 2002-· decided not to te~t thein .. I decided ldid not :b~oks at the lake and in Gardnerville. 

·-0_3 holiday seasons. . ·_ . . . · want to change (the recipes)." Books; 4000 Lake Tahoe Blvd. No. ,23, in 
u: "We made two wintertime jpumeys to· . In her last chapter, Gigli stressed the South Lake Tahoe; Calif.? from 2-4 p.m. on 

. the eas_t co~st during the sensitive 18- importance of slowing down when cooking Saturday, · _ 
· ~month period after the terror. attacks hit the· or eating meals with the family. . '- Froin noon--:2 p.Ill. on Nov. 20; she will 
• U.S. in New York at the World Trade Cen- '"Let's thin1.c more about letting our kids sign books at the Book Den, 1328 Highway· 
ter and in Washington, D.C., at the -Penta- ·, help us peel potatoes from time.to time,''. ~95 No: 304 in Gardnerville. · 

:.:gon, September 11, 2001 arid before U.S. said Gigli. "Maybe.then they'll know what More inform~tion on Gina and Ruggero 
military· action against Iraq's regime, a potato looks like." . . Gigli is available ·on their Web site at, 
March 20; 2003," said Gigli iti ''What'·s . · · Gigli will be signing boo~ at Neighbors www.villagigli.com . ' ::. - ' ' . - . . ··- ; .. ·. . . . '\ . . ' . 

]iRIEFS • 
. . . . : - . "\. ··- ' .·. . . .- . - ·. . ·. -

-. is 25 cents Pfi card or ftve Hon call (530) 694-2390 or fo:r:the:remodeling_fo theAJ.piiie 
cards for $ L You must be at (530) 694-0570. No child .care County kiosk, located in the . "'·> -. z·~~~~~, 

'"turkey bingo held· 
-in Turtle Rock . 
1,-, Turkey bingo will be held 7-
lJ) p.m.Nov. 20at TurtleRot::k 
Park in Markleeville. The cost ,..·, - . . . - . 

least 18· yea~s 'old to pl?Y- servic~s will be provided this state capitol in Sacramento: If 
_Desserts .arid .coffee will qe year. 'you have suggestions or ideas; 
available.Attendees can enter' a - . - - stop.by the chamber'office ore-
raffle 'm.th great prizes:_ you State_ capitol kiosk mail .comments· to 
need not be present to win. Pro- ideas needed_ - info@alpinecounty.com, or ·c~ 
·ceeds will benefit the Alpine_·. The Alpine County Chamber (530),694-2475. The deadline is 
Children's Ce1;1ter, For inform.a- of Commerce is soliciting id~as Dec. 17. 
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Folks in high country take pride in highest voter turnout 
I\vIARKLEEVJLLE - It is Califor­

nia's least populous county, 
with 1,208 residents and not a 

single movie theater, bank, barbershop 
or high school. 

But it can lay claim to a special dis­
tinction this year when, on Election 
Day, little Alpine County racked up the 
biggest percentage - 86.3 percent - of 
voter turnout in the state. 

Now, this may not seem like much to 
city dwellers, who boasted this year of 
braving long lines and strange new 
contraptions to cast their votes. And it 
may not seem like very many votes, 
really, since the "highest percentage"in 
Alpine County translates into exactly 
714 votes. 

But the consistently high turnout 
.. bere - and the county's.extraordinarily 
· high percentage of registered voters 
· al)long those eligible - is an ongoing 
s'ciurce of pride in Alpine County, a 
beautiful but isolated region along the 
crest of the central Sierra Nevada, south 
of Lake Tahoe. 

l7olitics here, localt say, is serious 

business. 
"People in rural 

counties take more of 
an interest in politics 
because we're closer 
to it," says Dave 
·Kirby, 68, owner of 
Woodfords Station 
diner, deli and general 
store, where locals 
gather daily at 7 a.m. 
to jaw over matters, political and other­
wise. 

"One or two votes can make a lot of 
difference around here." And how. 
Kirby and other residents love to tell the 
story of the sheriff's ra.ce a few elections 
back, when incumbent Skip Veatch was 
challenged by Lou ~oper of the Califor­
nia Highway Patrol in the primary­
ending in a tie. Veatch came out on top 
in a runoff. 

A local auditor's race that also went 
to runoff was won by only three votes. 

"In our county, we know our vote 
makes a difference and does count," 
says Alpine County Clerk Barbara 

Jones, who is on her 
third term. 

Dave Zellmer, a 
regular at the morn­
ing coffee klatch in 
Woodfords (popula­
tion 150), still chuck­
les over the story 
many years back of a 
candidate from Mar­
kleeville, the county 

seat named for a 19th-century settler 
killed in a: gunfight. The candidate, who 
he says lived with his wife and mother, 
was counting on - surely- at least three 
votes in his bid for county supervisor. 

He got.two. 
"We kidded him about that for 

years," said Zellmer, a 67-year-old 
retired Caltrans man and rancher, who 
was the county's fire chief for 17 years 
and served with search and rescue for 
25 years. "He never did figure it out." 
This year, though, µ10st agreed it was 
the presidential race, not local politics, 
that fueled the interest. More than' 

· 86 percent of Alpin~. County's regis-

tered voters weighed in, while most 
California counties' turnout percent­
ages hovered in the 60s to low 70s, 

The county, which is almost evenly 
divided between Republicans and Dem­
ocrats, ultimately tipped toward Sen.· 
John Kerry. But four years ago, voters 
here went with George W. Bush. 

Zellmer believes the aging of the 
county's population helps explain the 
election-year enthusiasm. "Most ofus 
are on the older side, so we're more Into 
politics," said Zellmer, refueling his cup 
this week at the J. Marklee Toll Station 
coffee shop in Markleeville, six miles 
down Highway 89 from Woodfords. 

"We have a lot of history in this 
county and, as you get older, you want 
to keep that aspect." Yet if there's one 
thing folks here credit most for the 
impressive Election Day turnouts, 
which date back years, it is the simple 
fact that Alpine County - with only five 
precincts - has switched to mail-only 
balloting. It is one of only two co1-mties, 
including Sierra, to vote exclusively 
absentee - a status permitted under the 

Elections Code ~hen a precinct's num­
ber of registered vot~rs is 250 or less. 

"Want to know our magic secret? We 
vote by mail!" 74-yeat-old Dave Brees 
exclaimed, working the register this 
week at the Markleeville General Store. 

Absentee voting is a perk forthe 
aging population, he says, and a practi­
cality. As November elections descend, 
so also does winter, and the closures of 
Ebbett's and Monitor passes seal off t~e 
heavy tourism flows until spring. 

Linda Merrill, 48, who runs The 
Mountain and The Garden bed and 
breakfast in Woodfords, rather misses 
her wintry treks to the fire station to 
cast her vote. 

But no one expects election enthusi­
asm here to diminish any tlme soon. 

"We know we're small and we know 
we don't have much say," says Brees, 

. "but we do like to say it." 
□ □ □ 

ReachM!Jrjie Lundstrom at 
(916) 321-1055 ormlundstrom@ 
sacbee.com. Back columns: ,, l 
W\llpl., sacb_ee. co7:1( undstrom. 
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-. Tiny Alpine County leads 
. California in voter turnout·_· · 

. '. ' \, ' -• ' 

Associated Press thbetes and .Monitor passes 
before Election Day, as it did.this 

. MARKLEEVIiLE, Calif. - In' winter. . ' . . i' 
the nation's most populohs state, · Although voter turnout across. I \ 
the 1,208 residents of little Alpine the state was above average, few . 
County outdid the millions in other California counties regis­
California's metropolitan areas • tered participation levels above · 
.when it came to· performing their 70 percent. 
civic duty on Electio11 Day. . · _ . "People in rural counties take 

· More than 86 percent of voters more of an interest in politics 
in the isolated county cast ballots because we're closer to it," said 
onNov.2. · Dave Kirby, 68, owner of Wood-

. Those 714 votes may not have· fords Station diner, deli and gen­
made a· dent in the. presidential eral store, a center of _daily politi­
sweepstakes - Democrat John cal·debate in the town of 150. 
Kerry carried California thanks "One or two votes cart make a -· 
mostly to voters in coastal cities. lot of difference around here," he 
But the level of voter participation told The Sacramento Bee. 

· they represent still is ~pressive - The local sheriff survived a tie · ' 
for a county that lacks a single vote that resulted in a runoff elec­
high school. tion several years ago, while an 

"We know we're small and we auditor's race was decided by 
~owwe_don't llilve~u~hsay/' ;,tg:ree}rotes:i,. r ... , , ,_ . .. _ 
said 74~year-old Alpme County · Woodfords resident Dave 
resident Dave Brees, ''.but we do Zell,mer, 67, tells. ~e, 1>tory of a 
liketosayit." . . 'candidate years bac!( who was 

Alpine County has only five running for county supervisor. 
voting precincts. It and Sierra Becausehelivedwithhiswifeand 
County to the _south are the only inother, he figured he was 
two in the state that vote exclu- assuredofatleastthreevotes. 
sively by mail. · He got two. 

The privilege is reserved under "We kidded him about that for 
state law for precincts that have years," said Zellmer, who was the 
fewer than 250 voters, but also county's fire chief for 17 years. 
helps when the snow closes "He never did figure itout." 
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Alpine Countyleads 
··california in turnout 

' . 
Associated Press ~-ay," said 74-year-old Alpine. 

County resident Dave Brees, 
hi the I).ation's most pbpulmis ''but we do like to say it." 

state, the 1-;208 residents of lit- · Alpine County has <;mly five 
tle Alpine County outdid the . voting precincts. Hand Sierra 
millions in California's metro,. .. County to the south are the only· 

' politan areas when it came to · two in the state that vote exclu­
. performing their civic duty on . sively by mail.· The privilege is 

Election Day. reserved under state law for 
More than 86 percent of vot- precincts that have fewer than 

.ers in the isolated county cast 250 voters, but also Qelps when 
ballots on Nov. 2. · · the snow closes Ebbett's and 
. Those 714 votes may not ·Monitor passes before Election 

· .. have made a dent in the presi- Day, as it did this winter. 
dential sweepstakes - Democ- Although voter turnout 
rat John Kerry carried Califor- across the state was above aver­
nia thanks mo.stly to voters in age, few other California coun.:. 
coastal cities. But the level of ties registered participation lev­
voter participatiop. they repre- els above 70 percent. 
sent still is impressive for ·a· "People in rural counties take 
county that lacks a single • high more of an -interest in politics 
schooi. because we're closer to it," said 

"We know we're small and Dave Kirby, 68, owner of 
• we know we don't have ni.uclt-"Woodfords Station diner, deli 

and'general store, a center of 
daily political debate in the 

· towri of 150. 
' 

'.'One or two votes can make I 
alot of difference around here,': ' . I 
he told The Sacramento Bee. I 

· The local sheriff survived a · 
tie vote that resulted in a runoff 
election several years ago, 
while an auditor's race was 
decided by three votes. 

Woodfords resident Dave . 1 

Zellmer, 67, tells the story of a .. 
candidate years back who was 

· running for county supervisor. 
Because he lived with his wife . 
and ·mother, he figured he was ' 
assured of at least'three votes. 

He got two. ' 
"We kidded him about that 

for years," said Zellmer, who 
was, the county's fire chief for 
17 years. "He never did figure it 
out." I . . . 

Kirkwood ho~ts telemark fair Dec. 11, 12 
The 2004-2005 TeleFair, a 

nationwide tour of telemark 
clinics that offers free instruc­
tion and use of high-end ski , 
equipment, will inaugurate the. 
season at Kirkwood Mountain 

Resort. Freeheel skiers can par.:. 
ticipate in clinics that range 
from first-timer lessons to. 
advanced clinics on how to ski 
powder, bumps, the park and 
more. 

Kirkwood Mountain Resort 
will offer discounted lift tickets 
to all TeleFair participants. The 
TeleFair will be 9 a.m.'to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 11 and 12 based at Red 
Cliffs Day Lodge. 



Kirkwood improves· slopes 
. by Susan Wood 
. R-C News Service 

Things are looking up in 
more ways than one at Kirk­
W?od Mountain Resort this 
year. 

Toe Alpine County ski area 
kicks off the season· with. 
improvements that show off, 

· .thy mountain and its focus on 
adventure. · 

High-angle grooming has . 
expanaed terrain, with two 
new · snow· cats added to the 
fleet. 

· This year, Kirkwood plans 
to offer top-to-:-bottom groomed 
terrain off the following chair­
lifts -'--. Cornice Express, Sun­
rise ·and Wagon Wheel, known 
as The Wall. · 

· ' ''We'll have three times as 
much high terrain (groomed)," 

-Sheriff's log· 
Oct. 21 , . 
II On Oct. 21 a victim reported that 
their vehicle, parked in Hope Valley 
had been vandalized. A window had 
been broken but no property had 
been taken. 

Kirkwood spokeswoman Tracy 
Miller said . 

Groomers may get into some 
nooks and crannies . like those 
found near_ Thunder Saddk 
that have kept moderate skiers 
and boarders to the more 
known, lower slopes. 
· "A lot of p·eople have been 
intimidated with getting to. the 
top of the mountain," Miller 
said. . 

'They'll be happier because 
there will_ be J!O question where 
most of the skiers will be," she 
said,-

Boarders will see tl:ieir 
Stomping Grounds Terrain· 

· Park tripled in· size this year, 
wit};I: a state-of-the-art sound 
system and longer ·superpipe 

· off the Solitude chairlift. · 
Those who have a sense of 

adventure will appreciate 

~~- . ·. 

· · was arrested.fatter deputies 
-responded tf ~ reported domestic 
violence. :rhe man was booked into 
jail on charges of spousal battery. 

Nov.4 , · 
II A 28-year-old Antioch man and a 
22-year-old Oakley man were . 
arrested for trespassing after riding 
their snowmobiles around a ski 

Oct27 .' 
II A 36 year-old Markleevil_le man 

· . resort at night. Upon arrest, both 
men admitted knowing it _was 

·Expedition Kirkwood finding a 
home in the Yillage Plaza 

The program started las( 
year as a way of introducing; 
enthusiasts to the backcountry. 

For example, groups of five 
·ip.ay reserve a Powder Cat Tour._ 
on Red Cliffs for•weekends 
and holidays. 

Courses on· backcomitry 
awareness and the Beacon 
Basin where. people can test 
their avalanche transceivers · 
accommodate those who 
explore the outer regions of the 
resort. -

For skiers and boarders just 
starting, the resort has lowered 
the price of its Learn to Ski 
program from $70 to $59. 

"We thought it was too 
expensive," Miller said. "We 
want to introduce people to the 

· sport." · · 

wrong to rii:le in that area. 
'.•_, . 

Nov.7 ·. ._. - . ·. 
II A 20-year-old Markleeville man · 
was booked into jail on a charge of 
·possession of stolen property. He 
was fourid to be in P.ossession of a 
shotgun taken in a Woodfords area 
burglary that occurred in 2001. · 
II A 16-year-old SarrAndreas teen 
was arrested for shoplifting in the · 
Kirkwood area. 
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Marjie Lundstrom: \~hen rural fire alarms sound, 
fewer spry enough to answer 

By Marjie Lundstrom -- Bee Columnist 
Published 2:15 am PST Saturday7 November 20, 2004 

Pagel of :2 

If fire breaks out in Clint Ceiio's corner of Alpine County, or a motorist crashes a!ong his stretch of Highway 
88, the pagers go off. And Celie and crew are off and running. 

But even the most precise plans have a way of unraveling, and in beautiful Alpine County, the future of the 
volunteer fire department - a backbone of California rural life - is very much imperiled. 

When I visited the sparsely populated county of 1,208 last week, high in the Sierra Nevada south of Lake 
Tahoe, I wanted to hear more about the county's remarkable voter turnout on Election Day - the highest in 
the state. 

I got an earful. But what I also heard about from these politically engaged residents is the state of their 
own back yard, and the forces threatening to change their way of life. 

It is a story playing out in many parts of rural California, where the pool of young, able-bodied volunteer 
firefighters is dwindling, driven out by high housing prices and lack of employment. For those young people 
who remain or move into the county - not just for seasonal, ski-area work - the motivation and will to take 
on huge, unpaid commitments are also shrinking. 

"Nowadays, the people who live here have to work so hard to make a living just to keep up with the cost of 
living," said newly elected county Supervisor Skip Veatch, 59, who was the county's sheriff for 12 years. 
"The young people, they don't seem to have the time and - some, frankly, don't have the interest - to do a 
lot of volunteer work." 

It wasn't that way when Veatch moved to the county 31 years ago from the Bay Area to manage a Bank of 
America branch (it's gone now). Before becoming sheriff in 1990, he was a volunteer firefighter, search and 
rescue worker, emergency medical technician and deputy sheriff. Last week, I met another resident, 67-
year-old Dave Zellmer, whose "resume" of volunteer work and community involvement is similarly deep. 
But they are aging, and the heady days of rushing to a fire or accident scene have passed. 

"There's a point where you just can't anymore - you become more of a danger," says Dave Kirby, 68, a 
former volunteer firefighter who owns the Woodfords Station diner and market, where locals faithfully 
assemble for coffee each morning at 7. "I could drive the truck if I had to 1 but I couldn't drag the hose and 
climb on roofs anymore." 

Through the first half of this century, the state projects that the percentage of 18-to 34-year-olds llvlng in 
Alpine County will tumble from 23 percent this year to less than 15 percent by 2050. In rural Sierra County 
to the north; the projected dec!ine of 18-to 34-year-o!ds is !ess precipitous, from 25 percent this year to 21 
percent by 2050. 

http://i.-'./Vv'\v.sacbee.com/content/nevvs/columns/lundstrom/v-print/story/l l493099p-l2406322c.htm.l l l/21/2004 



Like many parts of California, iUral and urban 1 housing costs are helping press the exodus. The median sale 
price for a home in Alpine County ballooned from $147,750 in 1996 to $310,909 the first nine months of 
this year, according to DataQuick Information Systems. 

Veatch knows of one small cabin with less than 700 square feet in VVoodfords (population 150) that1s under 
contract for around $250,000. 

But people are coming all the same - Bay Area retirees, among them - and volunteers like Celia worry 
about the county's long-term abi.lity to serve them. Celia, 30, who grew up here and returned in 1998 after 
getting his bachelor's and master's degrees in Colorado, remembers well the 1987 Acom fire that destroyed 
24 homes in the county. 

Today there are four volunteer fire departments in the 727-square-mile county, where 95 percent of the 
!and is publicly owned. Celio, assistant chief of the Woodfords department, has only four fully trained 
volunteers to tackle some 150 calls a year. 

There is nothing Barney Fife-ish about expectations. In January, volunteer firefighters in California came 
under Cal-OSHA jurisdiction, and training requirements are rigorous. Where once a volunteer might put in a 
few hours every other month, Celio said, a volunteer can now expect to put in 40 to 100 hours annually to 
rrkeep up on basics." 

Celio and Veatch agree that the future of firefighting is among the county's most pressing issues, and a 
committee is hard at work studying options. 

But, like the scent of pine trees here, change is almost certainly in the air. 

"Unfortunately/' says Celio, "you can't point to one thing and just fix it .... It's the growing pains of a small, 
rural community." 

Reach Marjie Lundstrom at (916) 321-1055 or TT,lundstrom@sacbee.com. Back columns: 

Go to: Sacbee / Back to stor'/ 

This artide is protected by copyright and should not be printed or distributed for anything except personal use. 
The Sacramento Bee, 2100 Q St., P.O. Box 15779, Sacramento, CA 95852 
Phone: (916) 321-1000 
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.{\lpine hosts artists, authors and antiques 
\,_ , ~ ' ' • I , •. • : 

·. Woodfords arts and crafts --------- like stuffed animals for the kids. . spring. 
show begins today and . Pen arid ink greeting cards, 
continues until Christmas . DET'AIL·S pine needle baskets, wreaths, 

H etched glass arid knitted and 
Whal: Artists, Authors & . crocheted abcessories are also 

· ■ Jo Rafferty can be reached at 
jrafferty@recordcourier.com or 782-

by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer· · · . availabie for sale. · · 

Antiques Or:tginal framed photographs, I 

On what may well be one of When: .10 .a:m. to 5 p.m. . paintings arid drawings depict . I 
the final few weekends of sun- today through Sunday, . Alpine Countyscenery. . 

· shine and dry roads, Woodfords . Dec.· 4-5T · Dec. 11.:.12, Dec:. Maitin said Dave and Lynda 
Antiques at Woodfords Station 18'-24 Kirby's Woodfords Statiori , 
in Woodforc).s, Calif. will be \II/here~ Woodfords restaurant; will be'. open during I 

s,elling originaj artwork, publi~ --"----------- t.he sale, and their slogan is 
sations and antiques.· , _. . . . . ~•soup, sandwich and shop."· • . 
,. Alpine County's Artists, .netts ·?au~hter, Nicole, ,who is ... ''My wife• makes all the pies 

~uthors &Antiques is featuring followmg m her.mothers-foot-,. and cornbread," said Dave 
works made only by Alpine · steps. · . . · Kirby, restaurn:rit owner for 
County residents - gourd art, The ~ennetts keep it all in more than 21 years. . 
.Papier mache, jewelry, quilts~ the family. . ·.. , . .• .. Alpine· County's Ar~ists, 
j>illows_-, framed photographs, . ··.·. ~.e~tto ~ tbe bead~<>7:k:Jay :Author~-~ A.nti,ques·wm begin. 

· · ~~ferc.~lqi::s~ ~.Qfa:~irt~~;·Jgµyes,· !"~e~er~lh~ndcrafted;~dpol-:· ... ·.t?d~y- f01" }.ba°ck~v.;~¥1g·\V~~k- ,: 
I · .bnghtly-colored beaded j:nirses, is~ed antler,. Jmd, wood;pa.udled ···· end,:. and_ be open on,Dec. 4.:.5; · 

pins, ·pens, belts and eyegl~ss knives by_ Greg ~ennett; w~o, · Dec; 11-12 and Dec. 18-24., . 
:holders. · . · accomparned by his son, Davtd; Woodfords Antiques is located 
:~: ~'I make beadwork on just· hunts deer. for the an1;Iers and. on Highway 88 near the inter-
:l:1.bout everything," s:;iid Dale leather for the sheaths, : . . sectionwith Highway 89. 
'Bennett, of Washoe and Paiute . Bennett makes the knife . The · hour:s · ai:e 10 a:m. 
:incestry, while holding up a~ blades out of sa'Ybl!ldes. . . •-· through 5 p.m. or by appoint-
Jishing pole she decorated with · There ar~ actually ~1 artists rilent. . 
. ~ beaded grip. , · , 1 ' .· _ ~d _authors w:110 have s1gne~ up . Hot ciderand goodies wjll be 
: "Waslioe :beadwork is very .. -to display their _wares. Martin is !1vailable, All purchases will be 
fine," said store organizer Ellen · one of them: with s~veral crafts · giftwrapped. · .· 
Martin, as she n;,lled a beaded .t~ sell, mclll:clmg ' dolls, Martin hopes customers will 
pen between her fingers. . . plllecone .~ fabnc,bow~, veSt8 · com1/ from Carson Valley, since 

"Tb.Is is the. sign of a:: great · . an~ hats, pillow:s ~d quilts. .. she. said ~they alway,s h~ve, sup-
bead worker. You. can'tc. see .·. Also. the ass1stanLat tnq porledAlpine County artists: .. 
where is b~gins and whe~e it · AlI?ine County Museum;Hai:t:in · If.the store is successful dur- ·1 
·ends.w . . . ·. . brought, with, her many- items ing the holidays;it may remain I 

The pen was made by Ben- . normally· sold at ~e mu,seum . ope:o,. on wee~ei;tds tl1fougli the · 

5121, ext. 213.' · 



, . . , , . . . .· . BECINDA GR}lNT/The R-C 
1 Art show: Greg Bennett makes knives olJt of antlers, wood and saw blades. Dale Bennett, center, does beadwork on fishing 
pole• handles, eyeglass string t:iolders and pens. At right, Ellen Martin hold$ up one of her creations for the Woodfords Art 
Show: Martin sews and creates pinecone art. · · , . · · .· · . · · , .· .. · · . . · 

I • • ·;• • • • 
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·How to find· a 
· Christmas Tree 

How to get started scent.but is also sticky with 
Both the U.S. Forest Service. " sap. Jeffery pine, the whit~ pine 
ana the Bureau of Land Man-. and incense celiar are Forest 

. agement have programs. for : Service land favorites. 
· people to cut trees on the agen.:. · What's the best way 
. cies' lands. Forest. Servic.e per:- to. cut a tree? . . . 
. mits are $1 o for a single.tree, Carson Ranger District Ranger 
$20 for:two trees(the maxi- . Franklin Pemberton advises 
muni pe~ family). BL_M permits using a bow saw. ''.Ten quick 
are $5'.witti a maximum of two· strokes and you have the cut 

• per family. Permits can be done. A chain saw is he~vy, 
· obtaiAed at the USFS or BLM hard to sta:rt in the winter anti, 
. office nearest.you, 1536 Carson besides, itniakes a lotof ndise, · 

St. for.the Forest Servicei 5665 · not something conducive to 
, Morgan Mill Road, both in Car- peace and quiet in the woods." 
son City. No refunds on per- : The maximum diameter fora 

. mits. Call 882~2766 for USFS Christmas tree is 6 inches at 
information, 885-6000 for · · the hase .o,f the tree. And you . -
BLM. . · must cut no higher than 6 inch-
Where can l_rees be e~ from the ground. Cutting · 

. cut with the permit? : higher than that is called 'top-
When"you pick:up your permit ping' and it causes damage to 
arthe Forest Service you'll get, the for.est in that the stump will 
three maps'. One·is of the Dog continue to grow but eventually 

· · Valley cutting area; near .Verdi. die after using nutrition that 
Second f? the Highway 4 cut- . could have gone to surviving 
ting area s_outh dqwn Highway trees: And you must cut within 
88 and left past Markleeville. ·· 1 0:feetof a_ living; green tree: · 
Burnside cutting area at Pick-. This thins the forest for a better 
etts Junction; wh.ere highways . · survival rate of trees. Display · 
-88 an'd 89 meet, requires.you the pink permittag from the 
. to· park at the highway and · tree when carting it hon:ie. 
either cross-country ski or · ·. ·. How do you get 
snowshoe a mile. The BLM · the tree home? ·. . . 
offers cutting areas in the Pine ·"Wrap it in a blanket or plastic· 
·Nut Mountains, Clan Alpine,· andtie itto the top'of the car,"· 
Desatoya Motintainsand south-. advised Pemberton. "Have the 
east otHawthorne. · trunk end pointing forward. We · 
What kind of trees.-._ . don't recommend using a trail- . 

· are available? . er, they clog up the area and · 
lh the BLM areas th_e piiion is crea,te a muddy mess." 

· the tree ofchoice. l_t has a nice . - R-C News Service. 
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LAKE TAHOE 

Red ink locks up Alpine jail ex 1111 

SI 
By Jo Rafferty 
Tribune News Service 

Until California's budget picture starts to 
look brighter, plans to expand Alpine Coun­
ty's inmate capacity beyond a single holding 
cell will stay on hold. 

Funding department officials had hoped 
for new construction is not available. Until it 
is, the cell located in the basement of the 
Alpine County Courthouse, which was built 
in 1928, will have to suffice. 

"With what occurred in California with 
the state and county budget, it was not feasi­
ble to move forward on a new facility at this 
time," said Sheriff John Crawford. 

Property behind the general store, adjacent 
to the Alpine County Administration Build-

ing, was purchased a few years ago for the 
future Alpine County Sheriff's Office, but 
right now no funding is available to build on 
it, according to Leonard Turnbeaugh, director 
of Public Works and county surveyor. 

Coring of the soil and drafting of floor 
plans have been done so far, but the sheriff's 
office is still in the preliminary planning 
stages, he said. 

"We're looking for funding sources," said 
Turnbeaugh. 

Cmrently there is one holding cell, used 
only for prisoners waiting to go to court. 1\vo. 
cells were available until several years ago, 
but one is now being used as a storage room. 

Inmates are taken to El Dorado County 
Jail in South Lake Tahoe until their court 
date. 

The holding cell, above, under the 
courthouse in Marldeeville since 1928, 
is still used for the court's purposes. 

Alpine County Sheriff John 
Crawford, left, points out the 
possible location for the new sheriff's 
office in Markleeville. 



Red ink 
locks up 
Alpine 
plans 
tI:amornia's smallest county 
itinds stale finances key to 
~uilding new SlherHf's Office 

Blf Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer 

l-" .• California's budget picture 
starts to look brighter, plans to expand 
Alpine County's inmate capacity 
beyond a single holding cell will stay 
cm hold. 

Funding department officials had 
hoped would help build a new sheriff's 
affice with is not available right now. 
Until it is, the cell located in the base­
ment of the Alpine County Courthouse, 
which was built in 1928, will have to 
suffice. 

"With what occurred in California 
with the state and county budget it was 
not feasible to move forward on a new 
facility at this time," said Sheriff John 
Crawford. 

Property behind the general store, 
adjacent to the Alpine County Admin­
istration Building, had been purchased 
a few years ago for the future Alpine 
County Sheriff's Office, but right now 
no funding is available to build on it, 
according to Leonard Turnbeaugh, 
director of Public Works and county 
..surveyor. 

Coring of the soil and drafting of 
floor plans is what's been done so 
far, but the sheriff's office is still in 
the preliminary planning stages, he 
said. 

"We're looking for funding 
sources," said Tumbeaugh. 

Currently there is one holding 
cell, used only for prisoners wait­
ing to go to court. Two cells were 
available until several years ago, 
but one is now being used as a stor­
age room. 

Inmates are taken to El Dorado 
County Jail in South Lake Tahoe 
until their court date. 

N2v.404 APfY;;:;7\·L- i I ~2g <>f A I 
See Alpine on page 4 
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JESSICA COMBOS/R-C photos 

Holding Celi: from 
1928, this holding 
cell is under the 
courthouse in 
Markleeville, and 
is still used for the 
court's purposes. 
At top left, The 
key to the cell, 
which was built 
with the Alpine 
County Court­
house in 1928. At 
left, Sheriff John 
Crawford points 
out the location 
for the new sher­
_iff's office. 
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I ine: One cell /. 
left in courthouse 
Continued from page 1 

Cun:ently there is one hold­
ing cell, used only for prisoners 
waiting to go to court. Two cells 
were available until several 
years ago, but one is now being 
used as a storage room. 

Inmates are taken to El Dora­
do County Jail in South Lake 
Tahoe until their court date, 
according to Tumbeaugh. 

"Right now they go up to the 
lake, pick up a prisoner to bring 
him to court and then bring him 
back," he said. 

A new building would only 
house more holding cells and 
not a full jail, he said, because a 
jail would require more 
deputies. 

"Staffing could be a quick 
vay to bankrnpt a small depart­

-• men t like ours," said Turn­
beaugh. 

Crawford, who has been 
Alpine County's sheriff for 
about two years, said he is one 
of 13 deputies that now cover 
all of the county, including Bear 
Valley. 

Besides Crawford, there are 
six patrolmen and two deputies 
who are assigned to investiga­
tions and an undersheriff, 
Robert Levy. In Bear Valley 
there are two deputies and a ser­
geant who also run the volun-
teer fire department. · 

"We are one of the smallest 
agencies in the state," said 
Crawford. -

Last year the department suf­
fered $120,000 in budget cuts 
and this year it is up to 
$160,000. 

"Commumcarions toOK a 
huge hit. We can't afford to get 
cut any further," Crawford said. 

Rural sheriff's funding in the 
amount of $221,000 that was to 
be put toward the constrnction 
of the new building, went to 
help with the county's finances, 
he said. 

All the county departments 
had pitched in money to offset 
the county deficit, according to 
Crawford. 

"In the end we managed to 
all pull together," he said. 
"Every department was affect­
ed, and we were not immune." 

The county's $15.5 million 
budget was finalized and adopt­
ed on Nov. 2, said Assistant 
County Clerk Barbara Howard. 

"If everybody's wish lists 
were granted, we would have 
had a $2.5 million deficit," she 
said. 

She said in January or Febrn­
ary the county will revisit the 
budget to see if there is more 
than what was previously esti­
mated. 

"It's there's more, .the depart-

ments can be a little less fru­
gal," Howard said. 

Despite the cuts, Crawford 
said the department is making 
sure the community's safety is 
not affected. 

"We still provide for the citi­
zens," he said. "We're both 
active on the patrol. Rob's out 
there handling calls, I'm han­
dling calls." 

A Bible on the table lends 
atmosphere in the 1920s hold­
ing cell. The cell is available for 
viewing, he said. 

"We have an open door poli­
cy. Anybody who wants to have 
a tour - we let them come in. 

"People always ask, could 
you take a picture of them 
behind the bars," Crawford 
said. 

"If this keeps up, we'll have 
to start charging in order to 
make our budget," joked Levy. 

II Jo Rafferty can be reached at 

1 
jrafferty@recordcourier.com or 782-

. 5121, ext. 213. 



Triple. meetings. in··Markleeville 
byJo Rafferty 

: Staff Writer MEETINGS 
Alpine County ' will ' be .Board DI supervisors: 

buzzing next week with ~hree 9 a.m. Tuesday, ·in the ,. 
meetings taking place, with the AdministraJive Building 
hot subject· being the planned Public hearing on· Abdoo 
Abdoo pfoject - ·. · I 1 · -r d · 

The proposed Markleeville prOJeC: .. p.m'.·· ues '<),y, 
Village/M11halee . Lo,dge, at Turtle 'Hock Park·· 
includes a 40-room lodge in' the Planning commission: 
town ofMarkleeville with a spa, 6 p.m. Thursday, atTurtle · . 
a restaurant, a meeting space, an Rock Park· 
outdoor pool, 70 fractional-own-
ership cabins -and 14 conuner-
cial buildings. . The planning commission had 

. Tom Abdoo of High'Moun- voted 4-1 on Oct. 28 torecom­
tain Properties is the developer. ' mend the full environmental 

. . Prnvided by the Alpine County Planning Commission 
· Rendering: An artist's rendering of the proposed Mahalee 
Lodge. ·· · · · · · · · •.·. 

After a regular meeting of the repent. Now it is the Alpine 
Alpine County Board of Super- County Board of Supervis6rs'. 
visors on Tuesday at 9 a.m. in turn to make, the .final decision. i~g the land use designation and 5,000 to 10,000 sq11arefeet 
the .Alpine County Administra- .· T~e cqunty must ;approve a zoning for the property. 11111 Discussion of a proposed 

. tive Building in Markleeville, , completed environmental docu- , .. If a full envirohmental report publ~c process for reyiywing 
supervisors will meet again that, rrient before it can consider is 'required, then the amendment the ])esigri Historic Combined 
same day at 1 p.m. at Turtle approving the project itself, process will be dropped for the District ordinance · 
Rock Park, 17300 Highway 89 according to Peters,. · . . time being. , Some of the issues to be dis-· 
in Markleeville to tackle the , At 6 p.m. on Thw:sday, during "If there is an BIR required, cussed at tlie 9 a.m., Tuesday, · 
question of whether to require a the regular Alpine County Plan- · as far as the project going fot- .~oard of Supervisors meeting ; 
full environmental review. or ning Commission meeting also · ward, it has' to stop. ';['hen we'll . mclude: . . · ·· , , 

[ . ailow a shorter environmental at Turtle Rock Park, the direc- . proceed with an BIR," said II An update by the U.S. For-
declaration .on the project. tion of the meeting will depend Peters. "It's a pretty big week. est Service representatives 

Public participation and input on supervisors' decisibil~ on the next week. It's a pretty big week regarding Alpine County· 
· _is desired. The supervisors may environmental review require- this week getting ready for it." . II Notice of vacancies on the ' 

make their decision during the .. inents.. . . - , Othe'r items the pla:µning Lahontari Regional Water Qual­
public hearing.. · If.the board does not-require a · commission ,will consider are: . ity Contr_ol Board and request 
· ''The environmental determi- full eriviro:nmental report, the .. 11 Amending the conditfonal · for solicitatiqn of applicants 
nation is a decision on the type commission will begin ,the use permit ,the the Mountain ' 
of environmental review docu- process of flillending the general Club Condominiums. at Kirk- II Jo Rafferty can be reached at jraf­
ment that must be completed for .~pla~ to accommodate the prpf woocl Mountain Resort to ferty@recordcourier.com o't'782-
the project," said Brian Peters, .ect. Amendments include chang- . increase commercial. space'from 5121, ext. 213. . ' 
planning director for Alpine / · 
County m a statement , · I 

- . . j 



Workshop 8 success 
• ' . 1- . • ' 

by Jo Rafferty , · Vall~y and Kirkwood, accord~ .· 
Staff Writer jng to the fire plan. · · · · .· ' 

· ·.· · . · In Woodfords, the Mesa 
The workshop on a fire.plan Vista and Upper Diamond Val~ 

for Alpine County was a sue- ley/Manzanita ,i'.ane.plan_ning • 
cess, according to A.lpine areas receive.d the highest'risk 
County Fire Safe Council coor~ · · ratings. Alpine Village, Crystal 

. dinator Clint Celio of C.G.- Spring~, River Ranch and the · 
Celio & Sons. Wash9e Indian Coloriy .got 

The Fire Safe Council met medium-risk.ratings. . 
. on Nov. 22 to mull over ii. draft ·.· fo · Markleeville, , .. the 

of·the.Alpine County Corrunu~ · .Markleevillag¢/Thomburg sub- ·.· 
nity Fire Plan and to get com- division and the Shay Creek . 

· ments from county supervisors ·.subdivisionwere rated as high 
' and the public. .. ··.· .. ·· · risks for fire: Downtown · 

"It centered around how to _Markleev:ille and the Morrison · , 
get s,ome of the high priorities subdivision. received a mecli- I • 

done," said Celfo. "Based on um~risk rating. I .. 

. the comment_s we.got Monday ·.· Ratings for the Kirkw()·od 
and. we got from the rest of the ·aild Bear Valley planning ,areas 
board, what were going to do . have not byen completed. 
is update the j:ilan_;, .. · : The fire plan sta!yS thatthe 

· .. Celio said the_ plan should . hollleowner is the first)ine of· 
be itnalized by the end of.the defense in protecting structures · 

. year'. . · · . . · · · >from•wildfire. . . · 
Communities· within. the.. ·"Jn general, defensible space 

county that are Illost at risk .are .needs· to be iillptoved around 
Woodford&i Markleeville, Bear · structures,"it said. · 

• /' ' ' •• ➔ 

• :childc~re, f9od .program offered · 
Staff reports ·. without. charge. to • all eligible . 

. . participants. If you believe you 
· ; Alpine Chiidren;'s Center·.· have been discriminated against 
. announces the sponsorship bf //because (jfrace, color; national 
the Child· Care Food Program. origin, age, sex or disability, 
All c}ri.]dren in ai:tendai:J.ce will . write immediately· to Adminis- ; . 
be offered the same meals at no · trator, Food i!nd Nutrition Ser- · 
s~parate charge with.no physi- vice, 3101 Park CenterDrive, 

. 9al segregation of orotherdiS-i Alexandda; Va.'22302. For . 
crimination against any child more information, contact: 
bedause of race, color, national Alpine Ghildren 's Center, 49 
origin, age, sex or disabi'.lity. Ha".'1'kside Drive M,arkleeville, . 
The food program is available Calif. 96120, (530) 694-2390. , 

-· ' ..• ; •. -_ .' . I. : 



. . . . . Dan Thrift/Tahoe Daily Tribune 

from left, Rory, Troy and Noah Sedgwick, from Gardnerville, charge down the hill after finding their Christmas Tree 
cm Sunday morning near Ebbett's Pass. 

In arch of the perfect fii 
Families travel to 
Alpine town for 
holiday tradition 

. By Susan Wood 
Tribune staff writer 

MARKLEEVILLE - Ann and Dino 
Molinari bolted from the woods Sunday -
with the bounty of the forest in thei~ hands. 

The San F,rancisco couple dragged two 
trees on a toboggan, marldng the 28th year 
she went into the wilderness .off Highway 4 
· in Alpine County to get the Christmas sym­
bol. 

"I come up · every year and visit my 
folks," the 35-year-old woman said. · 

Molinari grew up in · Marldeeville and , 
remembers the childhood tradition with her 
parents. Now, she brings her~husband, who 
stuffed the trees into the truck. 

"It's all about the family. We used to go to the 
tree lot in the city, but. this is more fun." 

~--. ~ 

Rory Sedgwick, father of two sons 

school. The other was headed to their living 
room. 

Molinari said she. prefers a tree with 
fewer branches to show off her ornaments. 

"I'm kind qf partial to the Chariie Brown 
tree," she said. · 

The Molinaris spent $10 each for two 
permits from the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest in Marldeeville, one of 
three offices for a district that offers a total 
of 3,500 permits for cutting between Nov. 
22 to Dec. 24. · 

/ Of its 300-pennit allocation, the ranger 
station sold 73 permits on Saturday alone. 

"We even got a bunch of people last 
mppJn,nrl " TT S Forest Service worker 

Adam Makda said of the storm over 
Thanksgiving weekend. "These people are 
pretty determined." 

Some people come up for the day, drink 
hot chocolate and playing Christmas music. 

Because a storm predicted to hit Sunday 
sputtered, sides were sunny and clear. The 
sunny sides drew a crowd at the designated 
cutting area north of Ebbetts Pass. 

The Molinaris weren't alone in the holi­
day tradition. There were just as many sled 
and toboggan trails as tire tracks. 

"It's all about the family," Rory Sedg­
wick said; holding his find with 16-year-old 
son, Troy, as Noah, 6, looked on. Their 

See Tree, Back page 



to catch some of the 
other teams, girls _from 
ountry," Kate Lambdin 

l by Hillyard in 77th 
!ton in 91st (20:53.74), 
:03.83), Anna Lambdin 
and Laurel Morrow in 

king~ comforted each 
tent beyond the finish 
tears dried up and they 
;ain, realizing they had 
1ing no one expected of 

ow far we went, just 
ch a huge accomplish-

)rget the experience or 

, nething that no one else 
uth Tahoe High School 
id. 'They put their per­
,r the sake of the team, 
other. They should be 

any people in the world 

which represents the 
ducation office, said the 
; created controversy in 
::'.alifornia districts. 
attorney general opin­

.lly gives some guid-
1e said. 
pinion, which basically 
~h below a court deci­
ted a conflict with Cali­
w would occur if a dis­
I a policy to require a 
consent to release a 

Jm school for private 
services. 

·1th the phone discus­
',<it he had said 

·i.at br ',all 
1 t .ie 
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Tree 
From PageA1 
sixth visit to these woods looked 
like boys' day out. 

"We used to go to the tree lot 
in the city, but this is more fun;'' 
the father said. 

This year, the Sedgwicks 
scaled down the size of their clan 
and the Christmas tree. 

"We need to make it fit," he 
said, admitting last year's 14-
footer was too big. 

It was the Tolberts first time in 
the woods to get their family 
tree, which is intended to go on a 
pedestal. 

Nathan Tolbert turned up the 
volume on his truck to hear 
Christmas carols as he and his 
wife, Christi, searched the 
woods with 6-year-old Cameron. 

"That's part of the festivities," 
the Minden ·man said. He threw 
in a few more jackets in case the 
·weather turned sour. 

He placed a tree saw in the 
back of the truck. 

"And if that doesn't work, 
there's always this,", he said, 
holding up a sledge hammer. 

Friend and neighbor ,Kippy 
Lanker recorded the event with a 
camera attached to a tripod. 

The gang trudged up the hill, 
debating whether they should 
spread out to cover more ground. 

By the time the patriarch 
approached a bluff that looked 
like the end of the road, he saw 
what appeared to be the perfect 

Monday, Dccwnbec6, 2004 c;,; I[ 
tree - standing at 5-foot, 5 
inches. 

"Well, you know I can't make 
this decision (alone)," he said, 
calling over his wife. · 

Once she gave her approval, 
Tolbert's son was asked to come 
help cut down the tree. 

"OK, I got it started, so you 
can keep going;" he said, 
crouching down with his son. 

The trio canied out the_ spruce 
tree in the direction of the truck's 
stereo. 

Christmas tree perm.its are on : , 
sale in national forests across the 

, West. Prices vary depending 
the forest. In 2003, more than , , 
232,000 ·permits were issued, > 
bringing about $1.3 million in 
revenue to the federal agency, , , 
according to Associated Press 
reports. 

Permit holders cannot cut 
trees in wilderness areas, recre­
ation c;;unpgrounds and picnic 
areas, or close to rivers, streams 
or paved roads. The cut tree 
must be within 10 feet of anoth­
er._ Only two trees per household 
are allowed to be taken. 

Noncompliance of Forest Ser- .··_ 
vice restrictions may result in a-'' 
maximum penalty of $5,000 and 
six months in jail. 

Beyond the woods, Christmas _ 
trees can be found in.nursery and< 
grocer parking lots. · •· 

In its 50th year, the National . 
Christmas Tree Association esti­
mates U.S. consumers will buy 
24 million trees for the holiday. -. 
That's up by a half million, 
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'J'Jorkshop a success 

· by Jo Rafferty 
Decemb,er 3, 2004 

The workshop on a fire plan for Alpine County was a success, according to 
Alpine County Fire Safe Council coordinator Clint Celio ofC.G. Celio & 
Sons. 

The Fire Safe Council met on Nov. 22 to mull over a draft of the Alpine 
County Community Fire Plan and to get comments from county 
supervisors and the public. 

"It centered around how to get some of the high priorities done," said 
Celio. "Based on the comments we got Monday and we got from the rest of i 

the board, what we're going to do is update the plan." 1 

Celio said the plan should be finalized by the end of the year. 

Communities within the county that are most at risk are Woodfords, Markleeville, Bear Valley and Kirkwood~ according to the 
fire plan. 

In Woodfords, the Mesa Vista and Upper Diamond Valley/Manzanita Lane planning areas received the highest J!'isk r.iiings. 
Alpine Village, Crystal Springs, River Ranch and the Washoe Indian Colony got medium-risk ratings. 

In Markleeville, the Markleevillage/fhornburg subdivision and the Shay Creek subdivision were rated as high risks f.,o,r fire. 
Downtown Markleeville and the Morrison subdivision received a medium-risk rating. 

Ratings for the Kirkwood and Bear Valley planning areas have not been completed. 

The fire plan states that the homeowner is the first line of defense in protecting structures from wildfire. 

"In general, defensible space needs to be improved around structures," it said. 
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Mclrkleeviue·Project reduced .. · 
. Environmental review / 

decision·postporied until -
later this month · · 

· that i:eally cost us," said wastewateritwouldproduce . 
Zellmer:· ''Needed services in . "The wastewater is controlled 
Markleeville would. be wonder-: by (Lahontan Water Quality · 
ful." Control Board), the same regu-

. - Friends of Markleeville mem- . latory agency that regulates 
ber Nancy Thornburg said it was . Markleeville," saidAbdoo. "If' 

.· unfair that Zellmer had prewrit- · w.e don't control the waste-· 
It ~as a surprise to the 40 or ·ten a speech he gave following water, then .we don't have a 

so P.eople who 'attended an the·closing of the public hear,- .Profect. 'Lahontan will not 
Alpine '2ounty Bo<ird of Super-; ing .. She said this inclicated to approve it.. · · 

by Jo Rafferty 
. Staff Writer 

. visors public hearing Tuesday, her that Zellmer had already "The 'same with the water: 
when developer Tom Abdoo pre- made his decision without con- The water has to .·meet county. · 
sented a reduced versi<:m of the sidering new information health requirements or we don't 
Markleeville Village/MaJ;ialee· broughtforwarc:L . have aptoject. · -.- · 
Lodge project. · · . _ Thornburg said that a letter ·• Of the reduction he :µiade in. 

In spite· of these changes, · she brought to the meeting that the project size, A.bdoo said, 
Friends of Markleeville tnem- 148 people had signed urging ''Wejusi:Jistened to the 6ommu-; 
ber.s continued to push for a full the board to consider a full envi- :riity. V{e listened fo all their con-
environmental review, to the TOiimental review hacfiiot been cerns." . . .• . 
disapproval of sorne of the fully considered. · Abdoo said he wis~es people_ 
supervisors. Of the signapires, 143 were would focus on how the project· 

"I'm ready 0 to go ahead with from tesideilts'who. live in the. woulclsave the county ,museum 
the project' and g~t it going," . Markleeville area. and library and attract newbusi­
said Supervisor Herman - ",5,ome of our major concerns nesses to 'the area. Included in 
Zellmer, who· is finishing his have ·been mitigat(?d," said the plans_are i4 commercial 

• term this year. ~'I was quite dis-, ·Thornburg; "But we were urging · building~._ · . · · 
. appointed that _the project was .them to do an (environmental - "This project will make peo7 . · 

going to be reduc~d." · impact report) to assureit would ple tbirik; 'Let's go shopping in 
The plans now include 25 be a good project.". . . _ .Markfeeville,?' saidAbdoo. _ . 

rooms instead of.40 for the . · Zellmer said heJ1ad gone .. Other changes, ·according to· 
lodge, 49 timeshare cabins through all the paperwork Plan:riing Director Brian Peters; . 
instead of 70 and no restaurant. regarding the project; whi.ch are that a road has been deleted 

"Without the restaurant the filled two·4-inch binders, before .from the plan and the town ditch 
need for employment will be he had decided to support the · will not ·be moved. Cul~erts aµd 

. greatly reduced," said. Zellmer, · project with the environmental bridges have been proposed to 
, · "People were complainin,g that study that has already been cqn- partially cov:et the ditch.for safe:.. 

the r~sta:u:rant will produce ducted. - . ' . . . ty .. ··. ·•· . . . · . 
wastewater. In order to reduce Thofl),burg said .slle is uneasy Chair Terry Woodrd:vy ,asked 

. the'.wastewater (Abdoo) reduced .. about the current plans for the for a summary of the new plans 
the project.'.' water and,wastewater disposal.· .·· before she makes a decision· 

·Zellmer said that Alpi11,e "They have not diilled. They · regarding the extent of the envi-
County, espedally Matldeeville, have not prov.en their• water ronmental study. · ' 
is in trouble financially. He said source," she said. . Petirs said he will prep~e ·the 
the,Jibrary and museum are Abdoq said ,on the phone on· summary and the supervisqrs 
funded.~olely with the general Wednesday that he had gotten . will most likely yote on the · 
fund. - ' rid of the restaurant to. alleviate · environmental report· issue at a 

"Those are ~e kinds of things concerns about the amount .of meeting on Dec. 21. · · 



·Reckless snowmobile driver··arrested· 
■ On Nov. i9, a 19 year-old 

Gardnerville man turned himself 
in at the Sheriff's · O:ffice and 
was -arrested for domestic vio­
lence and battery. . 
■ .On Nov. 22, deputies 

responde,d to a report of ii. miss­
:iI).g 17-year~old fen.iale. A& the 
deputi~s lJiegail j1rv~stiga?Ug the 
juvenile returned home and was 
counseled on her behavior. . 
, ■ On N'ov. 22, ·dep_uties 
responded to areporied theft in 
the Woodfords a:r~a. Appro:xi­

, mately $13,000 worth ofje:wel-
• .. ry and coins . were reported 
. stolen. The -investigation is con:. · 

. tinning.·/. : ' 
'■ On ·Nov. 28, a deputy 

stopped a vehicle that was being self in. at the Sheriff's Office. and 
driven in. an erratic manner. The . was arrested for reckless driving. 

· · driver .. a ■ On Nov.·29, a 50-year-:-old Sheriff's 53,.yeir- South Lake Tahoe 'man tlJ!ned 
. · . · ·· old C~r:- -himself in at the Sheriff's Office •' re·port .. . . sori:· C1ty-. and was. arrested for driving on 

·-~--,_,,, · man, was · a suspended license. - ·. 
fl!liMNWM!&~B \Jltimately .. • 911 Dec. 4, deputies on 
arrested for driv~ng :tinde(the snowmobile patrol arrested a 
influence. .. . ·· .' · ·• ·.· .. · · . 41-year:.old Suisun, Calif., man 
■ On Nov. 29, a 62:-year..:old for operating a snowmobile iri a 

Boise, Idaho,. m~ turned him- wilderness area. 

+ 

· Ready for sb..O'YJ?-lObilii?-g at Lake Alpine · · 
Staff reports . . SnoPark 'area at L_ake Alpine. ~ this win:ter. . . . I 

Groollling b·egan ori High-· Sn_owmobil~rs nia5rcome and Call Bear Valley General 
way 4 on Dec. 9, starting at _the · enJoy beautiful Alpine C;ounty · Store at (209) 753-,.2842.'. 
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.· Rough_ihg it i~ w-inter: B_rea_kup 
C ·sen.ds;!ahoe' filart into 'isolation. 

By Robyn Moormeister 
R-C News Service 

INDIAN CREEK RESER­
VOIR ---:-A.ft:er a breakup, some -_ 
people seek the refuge of a 
night out with friends and the, 
weekend buried.in.a warm bed, 
covers over the head. . 

Not Shad Lafontise, 26, 
who's. taking heartbreak to· 
another level - the desolate ice 
and snow of. Indian Creek 

. Reservoir, wher~ he's set up his 
one-man camp, complete with a_ 
homemade :fishing pole, a jour..: 
nal and a quart of whiskey. 

'Tm living the outdoor pio­
neer lif;estyle," said the. 
whisker-covered. 6'5" handy- . . . · · ·. . · -
nian, fl~ed 0 ~ all sides by_ a. , Surviving. iii the. wilderness: Shad Lato~\~::u::~~:e;~:~rv~f: 
pr;atht~g wm~er _landsoa~e. tent, which ls ·surrounded by a snow wall. He has lived out-
'I ~ havmg the time of my life side Since Oct. 14. · · · ·- · · 

domg what most people only · " · 
dream of" , I · • · · · uncomfortable." < 

For t~o ·months, h~'s been' _· _·' . figUiel shou}.ddo '. . Lafontise saict' he:s 'always 
.. fi.shillg, swinging his_ self-whit- · · been enamored with themgged 

tled splitting maul for firewood; this while I'm young survival lifestyle spelled out in 
' hiking for miles and wn_ '·tmg for an'd•fr··· ' ' 'pages ·of:huriting and fishing . _ ee. . . . 

clarity and reflection. . · magazines. 
He sleeps under six)ayers of Shad Lalontise : . H~ welcomes an oncoming 

blankets in freezing. tempera- . storm. . I 
tures every night, listening-to'a' Making a go ofthe "Bnng it o:r:1," he·s~d. +n 
hand-held radio. · ' " rugged life just wait for it to be over so I 

He washes bis gutting knife- . can enjoy the sun again." 
and, dishes with run:off from · -.lll!Wim!llmi!l'l ·. Staring at the stars frorri his 
his-solar show~r. Next,. he'll, . . I dome tent behind his four-foot 

· make his own s'Iiowshoes out of ' ''It's a good thing," he said:· wall of ice, the 'South Lake 
.. 'tree, branches. . . . his gritty fingernails moving Tahoe man come~ -to a new 

He says· he's never been oyer the photo. "At least I realization about himself nearly 
more fulfilled. , ___ .. . _ . . know it wasn't love." ·· . _ every night. : . 

The brealc-up of a two...:y~ar . He's funding his adventure He knows he has '\a .strong 
. relationship and the severed with woi~ei' s compensation · mentality arid he can hack it in 
bond with his ex..:girlfriend's · after·his tjght arm was broken harsh conditions." He knows he 
son, Lawrence, drove him to J.t. on the job .. • . _. . ·want_s a "rugged" woman :as 

"That. . was·. my' boy," _ . Before the trip, he had the strong as he is. · ·• ·· · 
·Laf~Hitise said, holding up a metal disc,and.five screws . "l'ni finding myself and. 
school photo of Lawrenc·e, a -removed. -·. ' : what I want," he said. ''I figure· 
cute, grinning ·tow-headed 'About every two· weeks, I should do this while I'm -
child. . . Lafontise stops in at Woodfords young an.cl.free_;, . . 
_. ~! took -him on his ftrst ,store on Highway 88 · to stock When he's · done •with his 
· camIJing trip here when he· was · 1.1p on _beef jerky and •candy,fot · adventure in March, he plans to . 
three and a half." _ his l9ng hikes and Coors. Light yvnte a boo~ about his time oii 
_ 

1 
_ Th~ relation~hip broke up in· for pis long nights. · the _icy r:eservoir, titled, "One · I 

S~ptember when, a~corq.ing to "He's not the best-smelling' ~eat Escape, The Next Chap..: 
Lafoiltise, he learned his girl-: . guy in the -world," said store ter.~' . · , . · . . . . 

-· friend had c:heated on bit:i:r;wt~: ow,p.et_Dave Kirby. '_'It talrei(:a1l - · In the next '~hapter, he _said 
'one of _his good friends. The kinds. A lot of peop1e•ai;ei?t l;le,'11 ·head out east to find, 
two. ate now engag~d to be .willing tQ bethat cold. You _marry.and have kids with the 
married. , know, it's pretty: hard to be that .. woman of his dreams: .. ·, · 



. ·:· --~-··:; . .-.-•: -:::/·f· . . 

Alpine cftJ.lclren's c~nfe£J<l?ee-cJcz~cie•. 

. . . . .• . .. . . . . . . . . . . . - . . .· . . . .·. _ . . . . . . . 
0SHANNON LllZ/ R~C photos 

Center: Ten~year~old Jef Newbfpraws .a\J~e Alpine County Children's Center Thl.lrsday ·.afternoon. Below/ Dion Mortirrier,·6 
· . and Marijah Snyder, 5 work o~ -~ ~!aft prpJJ.c~ .~t.the Alpine f~~n~ Children's center/Thursday. . 



~-C. Dec.. 17.) .2.ot)'1 

Competition, budg~t restraints_blametl for icenter'~ end ,! 
. -· . , . ,-.··· - - ' _- \. . .,:.. .. ·. 

by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer 

. Jo Daugherty sat at a long fable in the 
Alpine County Children's Center helping 
the .children create glitter glue pictures,. 
talking about how the center she- has . 
worked at for 24 years will soon be closing. 

In a grandmotherly voice, Daugherty, 61, 
reminded the kids to be polite. 

"May I please use the purple, may I use 
the green please," she said. "Use all those 
nice words that you learned since you'.ve 
been here." 

It was Thursday afternoon and the par- .. 
ents of the 11 children who were doing 
their artwork were beginning tQ arrive to 
pick up their charges. 

Rian Snyder, 8, of Markleevillage said 
she has been going to the center since she 
was 18 months old. Then the center had had 
an infant program, Daugherty said. 

Rian said she wasn't sure where she will 
go wh.en the center closes on Jan. 31. 

'Tm going to go to tutoring if iny. grand­
ma's here," she said. "If my grandma's not 
here I'm going to JoJo 's. . 

Rian was referring to Daugherty, who the 
children call JoJo. · 

Daugherty; director of the center, said 
losing soine of the' county's funding and the 
opening of al). after-school program at Dia­
_mond Valley School two years ago are a 
couple of reasons why she thinks the center 
is closing. She also said the opening of The 
Alpine County Office of Education Early 
Learning Center iri Woodfords in January 

may have done·them some harm. The Early··.· yeari said Daugherty. "It.just doesn/fgen~ 
Learning. Center has an infant~toddle.r pro._. •· erate enQiigh111oney-rf {the dilldren) doi;t:J .· 
gram, th.at the center no longer provides. - - COille a)]. die tiriie: t{we had,Ihor€?fuJl..:tilJ.le . 

The lowered. enrollment, especially the r_ kids, it:w§iilclhave ltelped us." ·.. .· .. :,:•.,,,-,: < · •I 
lo_ss of fulktime kids, was dainagingto- -.. Da:ugh.~rty 0 said:she·thinks the ·cen,tei:c's 
Alpine County Children:s Center.A, teache( .. closing will ,be a hardship to the:·}4~16 I 

has to be there_ all day, even if the students school age and five _or six piesch?olei:s}yho ... 
1 aren't, she said. The small,low brown .·.are enroUed at th'e center. She said :th~ceg,c· 

building currently employs two fulJAiID.e ter is. the oI;lly :Child care center iri..the;!-area : 
teachers (including Daugherty), one part- that is open lllltil 6 p.m; and the :c1:n1dre11 1 

time teacher and office person and one part- there are fed breakfast, lunch ,and:dinn.er.at 
. time ·office person. . . . . . . · · no charge ... · · . . . 

"We've known 'for .the last couple of . . ~ .- -·•· 
years· that we'ye been losing money every_! ·see Alpine cin page] 

lpine: Care center closing 
Continued fr-om page 1 miss storing stuff in the lock..: the room fuU of girls. ·. . 

The center is funded through er." · Daugherty said she might . 
the federal latch key and slid- "I think it's kind of a sad see if she can· do volunteer· · 
ing scale grants. thing," said Galit Greenwood, woi-k at Diamond Valley · 

Janis Doyal of Woodfords who was picking up her daugh- School, or she might just take a: 
was picking up her four grand- · ter. "I have one child here now, break. · · · ·· 
children wlio have been attend-• but all of my children have· She has been working ai th~ ·.· . , · 
ing the center for more than a gone here in the past. For so center ever since she got her-. 
year.. many years it was a great thing e_le:rne:qtary school teachtng 

Doyal said she'll mis~ the · for the coillllunity." · · _ :_ciedeiiti~.'. . ~ . ___ , - ,; : .• 
• convenience. Deanna Doyal, 9, · ·Jeff Newvy; 10, said he i~ fa She has ·been a foster parent-' 

said she'll miss playing with his second year at the· school. to at least 20 children::fof· 
Legos. . . He isn't sure where he is going . almost20.years,. including two· 

Teddy Doyal, 6, said. she'll to go after the center closes, f()ster· daughters who are leav-' < . ·•· · 

miss her friends, naming off at since he is moving to· Gard- ing her home right before 
least five of them. Shani a . nerville. ·· Chris1:Iµas. . . . .. ·_. 
Doyal, 3, was too .shy to "He is definitely my boy. We . "It depends,'' s.he said. '.'I: . 
answer, but her older brother don't have many here/' said1 just inay resHor awhile:" 
Jack, 8, said, "I'in going to Daugherty, motioping toward · , 



Marklee,vUle project goes backj 
by Jo Halferty. 
Staff Writer · 

' The developer of the 
Markl~eville Village/Mahalee 
Lodge project hopes reducing 
the size of the project will also 
reduce the trouble he.has had 
getting it approved. 

~We',~;;c::i: to dtc3Win9\ 
R-t. 

manipulated. We're­
, just trying tO' listen to 

, people and do what 
tlJ.ey reque·st1/d.' _ 

board/ .· . ·-- Dec.. n_,2001.f 

Alpine County planning 
commissioners· raised concerns · 

. with the developer of 
Markleeville Village/Mahalee 
Lodge <;m Thursday as prelimi­
nary work to prepare for possi­
ble zoning and general plan 

TQmAbdoo 
Project developer -

1 

changes. · · 
Tom Abdoo of High Moun..: . now. 49 instead of 70 and elimi­

tain Properties and his associ-'- . nating the foad they were _to be· 
ates presented a reduced plan ·1ocated on 

1 

for the project to the Alpine ■ Making the garages on the : ' 
County .Board of Supervisors at · cabins attached instead of· : 
a Dec. 7 public hearing. Super- detached, which reduces the site 
visors, who were supposed 'to .. coverage 
have voted on the type of envi- . "That latest change, I really 
ronmental study they felt was applaud you guys for doing 
required for the project, then . that,'' · said com'missioner 
delayed then; decision until they · Gunter Kaiser. · 
could see a new project descrip- Still kft in the project are the 
tion. , . . · 49 time-share cabins,. a lodge 

At Thursday's planning com- with a spa and lots for 14 com­
mission meeting, Abdoo and his mercial buildings for J~ase : 
associates answered commis- behind the .existing downtown·. 
sioners' questions for. a few in Markleevilie. The resort is to 
hours. before both groups decid- ·· wrap_ around the hillside·_ dir~ct~ 
ed to'hold a new public hearing · 'ly_ behind the Alpine County 
regarding zoning and general Museum.. · · · · · 
plan amendments 6 p.m. Dec. ' "Is this the last change?" . sible hitch'-could be.the i::on~-

1 

29 in the Planning Department . commissioner Bill Morgan . ·.-OEJ'AILS struction of two intersections 
Building at Turtle Rock Park askedAbdoo'. •. · · M with Highway ~9, now inchlded 

. "The proiect description has . ''We;re ve'ry "easy," said ' Whal:'Ptiblic. hearing in'the projecfs plans, according I 

- been changed," said Peters. Abdoo'. 'We can be manipulat- Wh · · 6 · D · 29 to Turnbeaugh. 
"We're at an in-between mode: ed. We'r~ just trying to listen to · en: · p.m. ec.. . . "They will have to go to Cal-
We need to re.::notice and hold a ,people, and do wha( they Where: Turtle Rock Park trans to get a permit _to _have'an 
new public hearing on the proj- requested." , ·< Info: (530) 694-t878 intersection with 89," said 
ect." . . Peters said an amendmerit to . . ·. " . 'J;'umbeaugh. "If Caltrans says · 

Ed Williams, High Mountain · the general plan is contingent no ::-· there's no project .. There . 
Properties' architect, explained on an adequate water supply. and the environmental issue is are obvious things 'you need to 
to the commission the changes Civil engineer on the project, :resolved, specific design issues know prior to.construction." 
thc:1-t had been presented to the Dennis Smith of Western Engi- could still stand in its way, On Thursday, Williams said 
supervisors that he said adds up neering & Surv:eying Services according to Director' of Public he had already received some 
to a 30-35 percent reduction in of Carson City, saidhe's certain . Works Leonard Turnbeaugh in . co:m.inents froni .. Caltrans 
the plan, including: · the water supply is there from a a telephone interview prior to regaidirig the intersections. 

II Reducing the lodge from previous test he ran on an exist- the meeting on Thursday. 
43 to 25 rooms · · ing well on $e property. · · · Turnbeaugh said the current 

II Reducing the size of the. "The first thing we have to plan specifies a 60-foot vertical 

1 
lodge parking lot · do is build a new well, for con- curve in'. uphill and downhill 
· ■ Eliminating the restaurant stru_ction purposes and to prove dips in the road and the state of 
!);,,.)V.Iovingthe road leadmg to , there is adequate water," said California requires 100-foot \ 

~~
1iodge ~9 it will not;require .S¢tp,. "Vf.e:~e co~dent ,e_ ~~~L, ; v~~~. -~~~r :!-ht ~~~~~ 9:(,,\ 

m;9:yjng.thetown ditch _·.. . . fjnd new fractures. , · 7,. ·. ,· -- , fumarounds .Qn·the, cul-de-sacs,-, 
·\llill'Eli.minatjng 2,1 offhe.tiine~ i ·• Even if Z(?ning-,aiid gep.eral,>afe ::aJso l~ss"'.ff,i;an:·tlie sfatf:J 

share cabins, inaking the count plan, amendments. are. approved· · required 100 feet · Another pos..: I 
. . . , . . • _ .. ·. . -· . .•.. . . - .· i l 

II Jo Rafferty can be reached at 
jrafferfy@recordcourier.com or 
782-51~1; ext 213. 
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Town model: ·• · 
Civ!I engjn_e;er I 
on the proJect .. 
Blaise D'Angeld 
and his team of: 
workers spent ·1 

-, 300 hours , 
creating this . \ 
·model of 1 

- Mahala Lodge/ : 
·Markeeville .. ~ 
Village that was~ 
.on display at · ::l 
the_Dec. 9. ~ 

.. Alpme County J 
·· Planning · :

1
, 

· Commission 
meeting.• 

JO RAFFERTY/ 
The R-C 



Mar!{leeville 
gro11p 1'!1ay· 

sue-'tjpine 
!iy Jo Rafliniv 
Staff Writer 

Alpine County may be facing a lawnuit 
after supervisors voted 3-1 on Tuesday in 
favor of a lesser environmental study 

over a more detailed 

lnside1 
Page 9 
Alpine planners 
to meet on 
Marl<leeville 
project 

one on a proposed 
time-share resort in 
Markleeville. 

"They broke the 
law," said Nancy 
Thornburg, repre­
senting the group 
Friends of Marklee-
ville, which is con­

sidering suing the county. · 
Members of Friends. of Markleeville · 

hired a lawyer who said in a letter, given 
to supervisors prior to Tuesday's meeting, 
that she thought the more extensive envi­
ronmental report was necessary. . 

Recommendations for the environmen­
tal report made by the Alpine County 

I 
llll 
F 

Continued from page 1 
Planning Commission and the 
board of supervisor's advisory 
committee in November had 
been ignored, the attorney said. 

" ... opinions of agency staff 
and planning commissioners 
qualify as substantial evidence 
sufficient to trigger an (environ­
mental report)," said Susan 
Brandt-Hawley of the Brandt­
Hawley Law Group in Glen 
Ellen, Calif. in the letter. 

Brandt-Hawley also -said that 
an environrhental study had not 
been conducted since the proj­
ect was reduced. 

At the Dec. 7 board of super­
visors meeting, developer Tom. 
Abdoo of Markleeville U.S.A. 
announced that the project, 
Markleeville Village/Mahalee 
Lodge was downsized. Now it 
is to include 49 fractionally­
owned cabins instead of the 
original 70. Lodge rooms were 
reduced from 43 to 25 and 
plans for a restaurant were 
scrapped. 

Alpine County supervisor 
.and vice chairman Donald Jar­
dine, the only supervisor who 
supports the more detailed envi­
ronmental report, said his vote 
reflected his desire to support 

. the community. 
"I think you need to represent 

your community and do the 
right thing," said Jardine. 
"Everyone could walk away 
with a real good project with an 
environmental document." 

County counsel and the other 
three supervisors held a differ­
ent view. 

"I can't say, based on the 
· attorney's letter that the board is 
required to recommend an 
BIR," said Alpine County 
Counsel Dennis Crabb. 

Public Works .Director 

esidents may 

i I,. 

Drawing: An artist's rendering of an example of one of the 
49 cabins proposed for the Marl<leeville Village and Mahalee 
Lodge project. 

Leonard Turnbeaugh advised 
the board that their decision on 
the environmental study did not 
determine whether or not the 
project will proceed. 

· "They can't do anything if 
they can't meet (Lah on tan 
Water Quality Control Board's 
standards). There's no project. 
If they can't meet Caltrans' 
standards it's the same thing. 
It's not up to us to decide," said 
Turnbeaugh. 

"After seeing significant 
changes and revised mitigation 
measures ... I know· there are 
still a lot of issues, but those 
will be dealt with," said board 
chair Terry Woodrow. 

Supervisor Chris Gansberg 
made the motion .to accept the 
lesser environmental study on 
the project, and supervisor Her­
m~n 7P.llmP.1· sP.ron,forl it. G1ms-

berg, Zellmer and Woodrow 
voted in favor, leaving Jardine 
as the sole "no" vote. 

"I think it nerds more study," 
said Jardine. 

Friends of Markleeville 
member Nancy Thornburg said 
the group will meet on Dec. 28 
to discuss whether to proceed 
with legal action. 

"This is precedent setting for 
other developments on the 
books," she said. "The law 
requires an BIR." 

Crabb said project proponent 
Abdoo has agreed to pay for 
any defense if a suit is brought 
against the county. 

"The county will not accept 
any liability in that circum­
stance," he said. 

Ill Jo Rafferty can IJe reached at 
· jrafferty@recordcourier.com or 782-

fi1 ?1 flllt ~11 ;\ 
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Briefs Commission to. discuss·. Marl<Jeeville · development 
Winter hours at 
visitor's center 

Alpine County Visitor Cen­
ter's winter hours are effective 
beginning on Jan. 3. 

The hours will be 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 

The center will be closed on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Alpine Chamber 
directors elected 

Alpine County Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors 
board members were elected for 
a two-year tenn at the Dec. 16 
chamber meeting in 
Markleeville. 

Congratulations go to: Amy 
Broadhurst of Kirkwood Moun­
tain Resoit, David Cooper of 
Markleeville Gas and David 
Johnston of the Bear Valley 
General Store. 

Outgoing members are Brad 
Davis, vice president, Carson 
River Resort and Debbi 
Waldear of Kirkwood Mountain 
Resort. 

- Staff reports 

hli Jo Rallertv 
Staff Writer 

Zoning and general plan 
amendments to allow for a 
Markleeville resort will be ~on­
si dered at an Alpine County 
Planning Commission meeting 
next week. 

This is just off the heels of 
the board of supervisors' 
approval on Tuesday of the 
environmental study on the 36-
acre project. 

Plans for Markleeville Vil­
lage and Mahalee Lodge were 
scaled down by developer Tom 
Abdoo of Markleeville U.S.A., 
a development co1poration, ear-· 
lier this month'. 

Markleeville Village-
Mahalee Lodge includes: 

11111 Twelve commercial lots 
that allow for the development 
of 25,488 square feet of mixed­
use buildings, both commercial 
and residential. This includes 
four affordable employee apart­
ments and 10 other apartments. 

1111 A total of 49 cabins pro­
posed for fractional ownership. 

Ill A 25-room lodge with 
5,000 square feet of spa area, 

DETAILS 
Whal: Alpine County Plan·­
ning Commission public 
hearing 
When: 6 p:m. on Dec. 29 
Where: Planning Depart­
ment, Turtle Rock Park, 
17300 Highway 89, 
Markleeville 

underground parking, a, Native 
American artifacts display area, 
an outdoor pool and deck and a 
cultural walk. · 

1111 Infrastructure 'and site 
improvements to support the 
project, including roads, drive-

ways, parking areas, a water jrafferty@recordcourler.con;i or782- , 5121, ext! 213. 
supply system, a wastewater 
treatment system and.other util-
ities. · 

General Plan and zoning dis­
trict amendments up for 
approval are changing respec­
tive land use designations and 
the zoning ordinance for the 36-
acre parcel from Commercial­
Residential to Pianned Devel-
opment. , 

, The public hearing will be 
held at 6 p.m. on De.c.' 29 at 
Turtle Rock Park. 

The planning commission is · 
.scheduled to meet again at its 
regular meeting, 6 p.m. on Jan. 
27. 

II Jo Rafferty can be reached at 

" 



Zoning changes r~commended 
by' Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer · 

. Questions raised included -Peters said specifications· 
why chan~s were needed when within the amendments would 
the. project itself had not been not allow any upgrades to the, 

Zoning . and general plan approved and whether ·the shift ·project . . .. 
amendments paving th~ way for from Commercial-Residential to ''Ws vei:y specific for the 
a time-share project in. Planned Qevelbpment could project that's being· proposed,'' .. 
Maildeeville were recommend- lead to larger projects ·on the 36 . s~d Peters. 
ed Wednesday night by Alpine acres. . . . Letters to the Planning Com-. 
·county planning commission- ·· Pianriing · Director Brian mission also addressed two suir: 
ers. . . . . . Peters said reco:mniendations for jects: inadequate fire safety and. · 

TJie,proposal for the 25-room zoning; general plan and the ten- sewage water disposal. · · 
lo~ge, 49 time-shares and com~ tative i:nf1p are all separate. . . ' Citing· the lack of 20.:.foot sef 
mercial property ha,s .proved . However, these items were all b.acks from cabin property lines. 
contentious in the past ye?)', and . considered as· one m ·the nega- and ,'-'ccmtradic~ory" sewage ·dis-: 
the decision this week was met tive declaration; according to a posal . engineering. reports·;; 
with the same. disapprov¥ by letter written to the commission Robei,t Leonard of _M,arldeeville; . 

· some audience me~bers and let- by. Amy.· Skewes-Cox and . said, "This developmenfcan be, 
ter writers; . . > . . , . . Robert Twis_s: · . , an . asset to the commilriity oply; 

The night before, member_s of "The negative declaration if it is done.correctly._ Approvat· 
the . group· Friends of covered a linked, three-part set: of 0 anything Tess is not in th~:. 
Marlde~ville met to decic,le on . project, rezoning arid tentative interest of fire safety arid publiS-

. the issue of s:uing the county for map. These three action,s have health of futi:fre residents and/ 
· its Dec. 21 decision to allow a now b~en separated,. which their neighbors." :; 

lesser environmental study' (mit-- would be OK; ex~ept thauhe , · The Pl~ning Commission'. 
igated negative declaration) · negative declaration di~ ncit will present its recommenda2~ 
instead of a: more comprehen- . cover such a sp4t and the.range: tions before the board ofsU:per~ 
sive environmental report (en.vi- of options given to ~e d~v~loP-: · visors in February, ·according: 
ronmental impact report). er in a separate rezoning was not to. Peters. The new. tentative 
· Nancy. Thonibµrg, 45.-year. takeri into account/ said 1:Qe let- · map will be submitted ead_y 

- resident of the county Friends of t~r. . .. . . . . next week,. posiHbly gofo~ 
Marldeeville- member declined . The new tent~tive :map has before the county technica.J · 

· to say whafthe group's decision not yet beel?- submitted by the advisory \oinmittee o-y it~ 
. had been. Tlioinburg said they developer Tom Abdoo. of· meeting ofJan. J L .. 

wou:ld wait to see ·what.devefops Marldeeville V:S .A, sin:c:e the. . . 
at the Board o(Supetvisors Mahalee Lodge/Markleeville 1111 Jo RaffertY:car.i be.reached a{ ' 

•meeting ~n Tµesday_ before ·any Village: prefect reduction fast jrafferty@recordcourier:com or: 
decision wou:ld be :Diade. · . · n19nth. 782::5121, ext .. 213. . . .. : . 

"We.re trying):o a~oid suing, 
ifwe pan,'' saidTtiorriburg._ ·· ' .. · '1 
. Tb'.e Plarining:·Coriimissicin I 
also ·received five. ietters of: 
opposition to zoning'andgeneral_) 
plan ame:il<lments. . . - •. , J 

. · "Th~y /lidn; t' ~venco:i:rsider I 

. t4ose," said Thofi!.bV,rg .. ·•· · ~ I 
I 



JUST .HAVIN' FUN: From left: Director of Public Works .Leonard Turnbeaugh,. newly appointed · 
Public Works office supervisorQouglas Metz and Buildi,:,g & Grounds Supervisor Russell 
Simonov were·caught in their Christmas fin_est,onJ)ec. 21 at the Alpine.County emple>yee 
holiday potluck luncheon at Turtle Rock Parl<. Russet! just received that morrii,:,g, from· the 
Alpine County Board of Supen,,isors;the 2004Alpihe Coqnty Safety Recognition Award.for 

· Outstanding'Workplace Safety for hiswork in implementing 65 fire/life safety iecommenda-
tions in county buildings. · . . . . . . . . . . . .- .. · . . 

Kirkwood,· Indiari casi11.o.~work'. togeth~r 
By Susan Wood _, 
R-C News Sei:vice · 

I 

!Dec.~ 3 ~ 
I :)..D 01-f 

most frequently· Video- footage . ment m~y consider running a . 
. for a television commercial that shuttle bus between the towns: 
-Jackson wants to prod'uce: Th~ . ''We're confidentKirkwooa . 

Long known for their com- 9asino-ran an advertiseme11t on is a: gre'at reso~. We've already 
bined efforts in the South Lake · the back page of .'.'Via,'' A.AP;s .identified this as a no-bra.mer," ": 
Tahoe area, skiing and gaming. mem!Jership lllagazine: , .· , he said. "And it's collllllon for · 1 

have become promotional bed- Kirkwood.,. , · wb,jch ... has· the casino industry to putin_ 
fellows in Amador County as offered no funds for. the coop7 these kind~ of special offers." . 
well. erative advertising; has· sold 50 i 
. Kirkwood Moiintain'Resort . tickets to the -casino for ,$47 

kicked off ~ early ski season each. In: turn~ the Ranchena · 
· in October with a new ally to places thein in $85 ski_ pack- · 

help publicize the small county ages that cover a ticket and 
s~mthwest of the lake as a trav- .. hotel room. . . . . . .. 
el\ qestination - the Jackson "We have found (skiing is}· 
R.tlncherfa. The Indian casino an activity people enjoy and ·· 1 

is 55 miles southeast of Kirk~ we want to s~pport Amad6r 
wood off Highway 88. County businesses," Jackson 
. ''If we get people to .stay at RaiicJ:ier~a s_pokesman Ri~h 

.... ~lt~::1~l'~ll~<',:;J;;i1$£tt:i~'siilt~·li~~~~1fi 
itr.Jig mi out there," Kirkwooct'. loca:tedar{hour aparfbff High~ · 

· s½t1~s Manager Holly Collins., ·way. 88; but mari.agertieritfrom 
said Tuesday. "They just look both. agree theY'.re cJose' 
at us as 'a gold mine and we ei:j.oU:gh fol' visi.tors t? frequent. 
think ifs a nice optjon:' . · the two resorts. . _. 

•· In the iast few months. Kirk..: If a latge grqu'p warits trans-•. 
wood has provided photo..: ·po:rtation between JGrkwood· ' 
graphs, logos, brochures arid. and· Jackso1;1-, casin.o manage-

1;- .-."i ' _. . " ;. .-·: __ .;- .- ,. '. 



~@lUMN ONIE j .. $ 
Divided J~-r 1 

by a White 
Curtain 
r; Winter snows cleave 
six California counties 
straddling Sierra's crest. 
The seasonal barrier 
severs links between 
residents on both slopes. 

By ERIC BAILEY 
Times Stq.ffWriter 

BEAR VALLEY, Calif. -
Eac;h winter; snow drapes the 
shoulders of the Sierra Nevada 
with drifts that divide and con- ,\ 
quer, cutting off one side of Cali- i 
fornia froni the other. Up here in I 
Alpine County, the Stephens 
family has made overcoming 
that blockade a frosty tradition. 

Instead of piling into an SUV 
to visit grandparents on the op­
posite slope of the mountains, 
each member of the clan climbs 
aboard a snowmobile. 

As they have evezy Christmas 
and most Thanksgivings for a 
dozen years, the kids follow Dad 
up snow-crusted Highway 4, over 
the icy crest ofEbbetts Pass and 
down to Grandma's house for 
turkey dinner. 

Practicality, not adventure, 
prompts these and other wind­
whipped treks. Snow closes 
Highway 4 to cars all winter. The 
alternative route to the Sierra's 
far side is a circuitous seven­
hour round trip through four · 
counties. A snowmobile cuts the 
journey to less than an hour each 
way. 

Riclc Stephens, a no-non­
sense Alpine County :ilJ,e:riff's 
sergeant with a walrus mus­
tache, shrugs as ifit's no big deal. 
Such is life in California's cleaved 
counties. 

Even in the inost placid sea­
son, the state's highest ridgeline 
looms as an obstacle to civiliza­
tion's spread. Big winters like 
this year's turn that physical di­
vision into a brick wall, a sea­
sonal shutdown that shapes.life 
in ways big and insignificant. 

In lofty Alpine County, where 
9,000-foot peaks ··capped by 
abundant snow fit the region's 
name, _package delivezy firms 
won't guarantee overnight deliv­
ezy from one side of the county to 
the other, though it's barely 20 
miles as the crow flies. 

Courts in Markleeville, the 
county seat, don't bother with 
winter jury duty for residents 

[See Sierra,PageA19] 
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Public hearing date set + 
On Tuesday the Alpine 

County Board of Supervisors 
set a. date for a public hearing 
on 1amendments to the ge_neral 

_ plan and the zoning ordinance 
· regarding . the proposed 
Markleeville Village and 
Mahalee Lodge ·project. 

The proposal is for a 25-
room lodge, 49 time-shares 

and commercial property. 
Tne board will meet on the 

subject at 1:30 Feb. 1 at the 
Planning Commission offic~ 
in Turtle Rock Park _ in 
Markleeville. -

Planning commissioners 
had recommended the general 
plan- and zoning change~ at a 
Dec. 29 meeting._. _ - •· 



f ribe represented . 
on board. of Sups 

• - I • 

by Jo .Rafferty 
Staff Writer 

issues that affect the county. 
_ Bennett was raised in the 
Hungalelti coIDil1unity where he, · 

Phillip- Bynnett hopes his resides.· From 1992-'l 998 he 
presence .as the fifth member of . served on the Woodfords Indian 
the Alpine County Board of ·Community Council, now.called 
Supervisors will open up more the Hlmgalelti Community 

· communication between the Council. Both terms he was trib­
Washoe Tribe and the county .. -. al chairman, and represented the 
. _ Bennett had not been very tribe _on, the Washoe Tribal 
involved in Alpine County. Council. · 
issues prior to, running, but. . While he was thairm~, 1Ben- . _. , _ CHRISTINE BRANSCOMBE/Special to the R-C 
decided to represent District 3 nett was successful in getting a Swearing in: !3uperior Court Judge David De Vore administers 
out_ of responsibility, since the block grant to build a •gymnasi- the oath of -office to Phillip Bennett, District 3, on· Monday. -
Washoe Tribe has had no one to . um on. tribal land. W1th a high· Other officials sworn in on Monday were: Skip Veatch, Dis:­
represent it on'the board for the incidence of diabetes in tribal' trict ?; Gunter Kaiser, .District 5; Judge Richard :Specchio;. 
pastfouryears. . ,members, Bennett had pusl;led District Attorney William Richmond; and sch'ool board 

''For me it will be education- - for- the gyni, which is scheduled trus~ees Earl O'Neal and Mary Wood. · 
al;", said Bennett. "My main to open in late January or in 
focus would be communication February. licensed hairdresser for the tribe. Tatyanna Jim, 12, goes to Dia-
between' the two entities,- the. His, previous governmental . Be has been the single father . mond Valley Elementary. 
Washoe people and Alpine expeclenc~ should help him as of two foster cp.ildren for th~ 
County." supervisor, he said. last four years. Bennett's son, Ill Jo Rafferty can be reached at jraf0 

Bennett said he is concerned Bennett has worked as· an Jermaine Jim, 16;. attends Dou- fertyi@recordcourier.com or 782-
about water and environ.mental· archaeological contractor: and a·. glas :fligh School and d~ughter 5121, ext213. 

·. . . , . . . . • ·.. . . , . . .. I 

Gunte·r Kaiser is ne~· Distric;t 5 supervisor· 
by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer 

, 1· ·· · -. way up in the manufacturing industry," said 
. like to keep myself Kaiser. . . 

· · · · . During this time he ,was also taking c::lass-
Gun ter Kaiser,. the newly.:.eletted . cp.allenged .. '., to be invol_ved.' es at Clairemont Univers1ty arid eventually 

.Alpine County supervisor representing earned a masters degree in business after 

Kaiser 

' District 5, plans to use Gunter Kaiser working full-tii:ne and going to. ~chool full-
his bµsiness experi- Supervisor District 5 time for many years. · . 

· 'ence and knowledge · ~~~~ Planuing ahead, Kaiser and his wtfe Lois·· 
of the county in his .-T /'$.;:~ z 2 <' ' Kaiser bought property in Woodfords 15 

' . position. "I'v_e been coming. up to Carson Valley ·years ago. After his retirement they made it . 
· ·· SoaI?,ng brought· .for the last 30 years because I'm an avid their home. · · ·· 

Kaiser to the area after· gli4e_r pilot," said Kaiser. '1 said whenever I , Lois is now ,a volunteer at the Alpine. i 
his retirement, but as retire I'm going to move where the soaring . County Museum, .and in between flying, 
time went. by he activity occurs;" · · · Kaiser plans to devo,te much of his time to 
became ,involved in ; Now a naturalized U.S, citizen, he was the county. 
Alpine County politics; originally ;:i. toolmaker journeyman who· • "After 45 years in _the manufacturing 

, serving. as a·planning moved from Germany to California in.• industry, this is my first attempt at a public 
·commissioner for five. March 1960. · offic::e," saicl Kaiser, who can speak three 

years. Seven months later he was drafted into· languages fluently. · ·· · · · 
_"While on the-Planning Commission I got_ the; U.S. Apn-3/- II~ 'trained·_ in Fprt Ord;_ "A_~ an incoming new supe~sor I feel I 

mo.re iilwlved in -other issues," said Kaiser. . , Calif., then m Fort Sill, Okla., before he .was_ ,l;lave a _couple adyantages. I have. absolutely 
"I like to keep myself .challenged .:.•to .be slnppedoverseas back to Germany.In all lie~-- no·conflict of interest anctl ha've·tb.e time to' 
involved." . - served, fylo years active duty pius reserve devote to that new job." . 

As the owner .of a glider and a ceitified· time. . . . . . : . - . 
commercial pilot, Kaiser was attracted to· - "After niy return from the Army I worked III Jo Rafferty can be (eached at jrafferty@record-
the great:rlying conditions in the Valley. in my trade for 15 years until I worked my· courier.com or782-5121, ext 213. 



Veatch takes 
. . ' 

District 2 seat 
' ' 

by Jo Rafferty· 
Staff Writer· · 

, With 12 .years behind him ~ · 
sheriff'c:if Alpine County and 
~2 years as a county resident,. 
Skip Veatch thinks he'll do· a 
first:.cfass· job representing 
District 2. , · 

Veatch 

paigns on 
my own 
merits· 
ruJ.ddori'f' 
mention 
my oppo.:.· 
nents·,'' .. 
he said.··.· 

Veatch 
said he 

. also likes: 
to ask· 

· · He has been attending board 
of supervisors meetings for 15 
y~ar~, brushed :up on·Iocal 
issues the fast few months, and question_s~ . 
feels ready to go. . · · ·. · . 

1 
in order to learn more about 

'.'My style is to approach specific issues. -
. things with an open mind iuici ''0.ne of the most important; 
,discuss. things," said Veatch .. ''I things is to havejmblic mput. 
have. a little different manage- · at these :forums," .said Veatch., 
ment style. I just think I can do ''It \vill -give you good insight" 
a better job and time will tell:" as to what's going on.'; . 

. . Veatch .adm~ts you do~\t Veatch, S9, has been mar­
. really know how difficult a . ned to· bis wife Edie Veatch for· 

particular job is until you're . 35 years, has two children and· 
doing-it. He was with the Sher- three grandchildren. · 
iff's Departinentfor 26 years, . , He retired from Al pin~ 
starting as a deputy sheriff, .. County Sheriff's Departirren,t. 
then was undetsheriff for· five · in 2002 and.took.two years off 
years before becoming sheriff: before gearing up -to be a· · 

"Being undersheriff for five supervisor. · ·· · 
years I thought I knew _what "I just hope that the next 
being sheriff was all about," four years go weil," said. 
said Veatch: "Boy, was. I Veatch. ''I hope I din m.ake. 
wrong." . good, souµd decisions:· . . 
· During the campaign, he said' ''I think I can." 

he tried to maintain a sense of 
· decency, unlike some or the_ 

national campaign tactics.· , 
"I try to run positive cam.:_ 

Ii Jo Rafferty can.be reached ·at 
jrafferty<gJrecordcourier:com or 
782-5,121; e_xt 213. · 

·Public· hearing _date-. set - + 
On. Tuesday the Alpine . and comn:iercialprope:rty. 

County Board of Supervisors The board will ineet on. the 
· seta date for a public hearing subject at 1:30-Feb. 1 at the 

on amendments to the ·general Planning-conimission offict. 

;)~!~/~fltJifto1W:g ordinance · __ 1M· n:arklT_, _ueervillt~e-e·.Rock · P. ~_;_~_:_._.:~---•,;,~_~,--=_,··.;_!._;;i•_:,:_~.:;~:'.t·.'.•,:;.'.··•··,•.f.;::_,,: ___ : __ · /-t~garding·>,the'.?c :prop·osecl ... · .- ;; 
. -Maikieeville. Village a·nd· · · Planning commissic;iii~f~ :· 

•· · Mab.alee Lodge proj~t.. . . had recommended the· geu,efal:. 
The proposal is for a 25:- · yiai1aiid zoning change~,.-~tf: 

. ro-om lodge, 49 time.":sllares ·, Dec_ .. 29 m~~~g.,,,""',;,_.~~ --~ :. · 



r' Snow keeps skiers out, itil 
by Jo Ralf ertv 
Staff Writer . 

The end of the series of 
storms over th~ past tw.o weeks 
OD' Tuesday was· a signal to 

. skiers and snowboarders to 

. head for the powder - but they 
couldn't get to Kirkwood • 
Mountain Resort be.cause High-
way 88 was dosed., , , 

On the other hand, the.lucky 
few-who were alrea,dy there got 
to' spend an extra 'night, said 
Emily ·Paton in guest services 
on Tuesday afternoon. · - . 

0 

''I'm sure they're all counting 
their lucky stars they got stuck 
up here with the snow the way 
it is," Paton said. 

Roads closed very early 
Tuesday morning and by 4 p.i:n. 
only Highway 88 in the direc­
tion of Jackson had opened.up. 

The voice message machine 
at Kirkwood boasted. the resort. 
has the most snow on the entire 
planet, and Pafon said it's true: 

After checking numerous 
Web sites of other ski resorts 
around the world on the com­
puter and comparing their base 
of snow to Kirkwood's 180-254. 
inches, Paton said, "We have 
the most snow in the universe. Lots of. po~der: Rachel Marker, left; arid Cindy Drake enjoy 
Maybe I should say the world. cro~s country skiing at Kirkwood Mountain Res?rt· · . · 
We haven't kicked Mars yet."_ · · · · · · · 
. Paton said•i.IJ. thepasttbree or equipm_ent and · s.ervices. Loop around the Kirkwood 1 ·, -

four days 98-117,inches, or 9 to Lessons, clinics, top-of-the-line · Meadow; with views of Kirk- i 

a little less than 10· feet, of rentals,_ ~ded full moon tours wood Mouri.tairi Resort Aseries I 
snow had diimped at the resort and races are offered through- of ti;ailsidewaiming huts offers i 
by 5 a.m. Tuesday morning;' and out the season. · . · skiers a :place to stop an5J sip • 
it was still coming down.-. · Located at a bru:e-elevation of ho_t cocoa, meet up: w_ ~th.· otµer 

1

1 

Ma:qy of Kirkwood's-staff. 7,800 feet. and with more. than. skiers or m;ipack a p1cmclunch. · 
could not get to work ori. Tues- 500 inches of snowrall'annual- , · · - · 
day, but lots of them were st_uck ly, the groomed: and patroll~d -I 
there, according to Paton, who trails give skiers and SP,OW­

said that by-afternoon five lifts · shoers the feeling of being 
were in operation .. - . miles away from civilization. _ 

"It's great fun on a day like Three interconnected trail sys-
this," she said. · . terns ~estled in Alpine.Valley 

More than 80 kilometers ·of provide skiing for all abilities 
groomed cross country ski and from first-tiiners to avid ~ack-
snowshoe trails wind their way country enthusiasts: Skiers cari , 
~ough the· scenic terrain sur- · take in the panoramic vie"1's 
rounding the Kirkwood Cross from the ridgetop above Caples 
Country Center, making it one Lake, glide along th~ base of· 
of the most extensive trail sys-, · impressiv~Java cliffs• and roll 
terns in the nation. ' · · · ·along, creeks- througl:l.franquil 

Run by eight-time World meadows. . .• ... · . . I 

Ma:sters Champion, Debbie Dogs are allowed on two I 
Wal dear, the center caters to trails, the High Trail behind his- , 
enthusiasts with a full range of t~ric Kirkwood Inn an:'d. Inner 

R,-C 
'°So.V". lL\_;, :J..oD5 

I 
I 

I 



: 'I· m sure they' re aii, counting their 1uc1cy-stars 
they got stuck up here with tbe snow · 

• • • • • I • 

th~ way"it is.' 

· · • Emily Paton 
Kirkwood·Mountain Resort guest_ services· 

A 

A .day lo.dge offers a w9od- , The Soup & Shoe Guided 
. burning fue on snowy days and · Snowshoe Hike .offers. partici-

' outdoor picnic•tables on the pants a full.day of striding on · 
deck for sunny days. , · · 

1 
snowshoes, spectacular views 

Waldear, Director of Kirk- of the HighSierra and a warin 
. wood Cross Country since _soup luri.ch. Cost is $25 per per,. . 
1987, recently brought home a son phis $10 for equipment 
go1d and two siiver medals rental. Soup & Shoe Hike$ are 
from the Worla Masters · offered .on Jan. 8, Feb. 6 and 
Nordic Cotn,petition in .:Kinnia, ·. March ,13. · .. 
Sweden, She has won eight· -· A specialty Skijoring clinic 

. medals in five World Masters -.- a day of cross country skiing 
·. and' is .a past winner of the . wi.th your pooch· harnessed to 
Great American Ski Chase, a. · your waist ~ will be held on . 
series of 10 long-dista;nce Feb: 19 by Debby and Ke.n . 

· races. '$he will be training, McMaster. Participants must· 
' Olympic-hopefuls this season bring their own dog, harnesses 
• as well as coaching the elite. ·will be provided · · . 
;. members of. the California The annual Echo to Kirk-
. ·. Olympic Junior Team. • · . wood race takes off froni Echo, . 

Events at the Cross Country ·. Summit on March 12-and cross-. 
Center this season include guid- I es the. Sierra Crest over a·. well- . 
ed FuU Moon snowshoe tours marked backcouiltry roufe to . 
on Jan. 22, Feb. 19 and March finish. at Kirkwood .13 miles 
26: .The tours are $15, equip- later. A favorite.for local Nordic 
ment reritalis an additional $7. . and backc;:ountry skiers, this·. 

A ski skate clinic. will be con- . event showcases some of.the 
_ ducted by Waldear on Jan. 23 · most beautiful ,tei:rain inthe , 
and Feb. 20 to help skiers· Sierra .. • · . · . - ·. -
iniprove skating technique and For further information or. 

_ develop the moreJiat:ural, cen., reservations, call the Kirkwood 
, tereq method of skating µsed by Ci;oss Country Center at (209) _ 
,.· the U.S. Ski Team. . , . . 258-7248. 

,Sheriff's log 
. . 

• 1 • 

■ On Dec. 11, a 52~year-old 
Ta.hoe City man and a 38~year­
old Citrus Heights,Calif.man 
were cited for snowmobiling in a 
wilderness area. . 
■ On ,Dec.12; deputies respond­
ed to a reported armed robbery 
and stabbing in th~ Wcodfords 
area. The investigation revealed 

· that the' stabbing victim had made 
· up th_e story of. being robbed to 
cover up his illegal entry into a 

. forrner girlfriend's home. The 
stabbing victim, a 22-year-old Cit- · , 
rus Heights, Calif. man who suf, 

, , fered minor injuries, was arrested · · 
· for filing a false report and illegal 
. entry into the horn~. . . . 

,II On Dec; 13, the same 22-year- · 
old Citrus Heights,,Calif. man 
who had been arrested the 

. evening before ,made threatening 
phone calls to his formefgirl- I 

· friend's family, On Dec. 13 he , l 
was arrested for making terrorist . i 

- threats. · . _ · , .. 
. ■ On Dec. 14, a 4~-year-old 

Markleeville.man and a 54-year- . 
old Markleeville man were arrest­
ed in the Woodfords area for 

• public intdxication.. , ' 
■ On Dec. 18, deputies in' Bear 

:··valleyrespondedto a·local busi0 _·• 

. ness for a reported disturbance. · 
A 26-year-old Bear Valley man 
was arrested for assault 011 an 
officer, obstructing an officer and 

. · disturbin,g the peace. -· 
II On Dec. 18, ·in the Kirkwood 

•· area, a 34~year-old Wilseyville, • 
Cal_if. man ,was arrested for an_· •.i 

·. outstanding warrant and.driving .-
on a suspended license. 
,■ On Dec. 20, deputies tesponc:J­

. . ed to the Kirkwood area on a · 
. possible ~exual assault. An 
investigation is urn:lerway ..• 
■ On Dec. 23; a 33~year-olq 
Kirkwood man was arrested for . 

. c..possession of marijuana; .... ·- . , 
· II On -Dec. 22, in the Kirkvvood 
area, a 23ayear-old San Luis 
·obsipo, CA mail and a 2t-year­
old South lake Tahoe man were 

· arrested for possession of ale~:, •· · · 
. hol: in a vehicle and possession 

of marijuana ir:i a ·vehicle; . -. : ·. 
·11 On Dec. 2'9; deputies r~pond- · 
· ed to a reported attempted kid- . , 

.· ngpping lri the Woodfqrc:Js area .. , 

. The reporting· person was·a: f -. . .· 
. ''}iear::61d·g1rt· Aftei:1rtVe'sti§itioi1, 'it" ' 

wa~ dis9ov~red ~hat tt)e girl had .. 
made. up her story. and .had pos­
slbly been influenced qy a scary 
movie she had watched. .·· . 



· M·egan's _laW. info on Intertiet 
staff Reports 

The Alpin_~ County Sheriff's Department 
has information regarding Megap.'s Law -
infomiation. about.registered· sex offenders 

. communities; as to these perscms, the site . 
displays the last registered address reported · 
by:the offender. An additional 30;500 . 
offenders are included on the site with list-'. 
ing by zip code, ·city and county. , 

- available to the general public, 
-• ,By visiting the Department of Justice's. 
Web site and accepting the disclaimer, <you 

. can immediately have access to l;llimes of 
sex offenders who are registered in the state 

Once you have read and acknowledged 
the disclaimer, you may search the database 
by a sex offender's specific name, obtain zip 
code and city/county listings, obtain detailed 
personal profile infoIT11a.tion on each regis­
trant and use a inap application to search of California: · · · 

The site reports, '.'As a result of a' new 
law, this Internet. site' will provide you with 

. access to informatiori on more than 63,000 
persons required to' register in California as 

your neighborhood or anywhere throughout 
the state to determine the specific location of 
any of those registrants whom the law 
allows to display a home· address.· · 

_ sex offeriders. .. - -· 
Specific home' addresses are displayed on The 'direct link to this Web site il· 

more than 33,500 offenders in California· http://meganslaw.ca.gov/disclaimer~htm. 

. Staff Reports • I 

. DETAILS the Alpin~ County Resource · 
Advisory Committee will meet Whal: Alpine County 

. 6:30. p.m., Monday· ~t .the Dia- , Resource Advisory 
mond Valley School near·wood- · Committee 
. fords, Calif. · Wh · · 1 · 

: The committee· will be dis- . . . en: 6:30 p.mi Monday 
cussing is~ues relevant to natural Where: Diamond Valley 
resources in Alpine Comity. The • School · !_, 

public is invited to attend. . 
. The Alpine County RAC i.s a , 

committee of volunteers who were Secure Rural. Scho9ls and Com­
selected by the.Secretary of Agri- munity Self-determination Act of 
culture to advise the Forest Ser- 2000. . 
vice on the use of moneys allocat- The congressiol).ally-mandated 
ed to the· county . through the committee consists of 15 county 

residents represen:fmg a broad sec-
.' tion of the community including~ .. 

outdoor recreation, envitomn:ental, 
·mineral; education,. cattle;· electe$1, 
officials ,and Native American arii:f 
.other interests. - . 
. The Alpine Courify. RAC i~, . 
charged. to decide how to speriif .. · 
the approximately $140,000_ p~i 
year that conies to the county. c~ 

The funds must be used to bene:" · 
fit the national for6sts in the coun;~ · 
ty, and can qe ~sed for projects OJ\ 
adjace,nt private _or other agency 
land as long as the W\.frk helps th~ 

. ecosystem or watershed of the for1 
' est..· . '.u 

1 :: 



Day Trip: 
Social worker 
Sherri DE?nnis 
, talks to 

p;eople on the 
:bus going to -

Casino 
Fandango· on 
: Wednesday · 
: from Alpine 
' County. 
, Dennis 
; organized a 

r;iew program 
: that offers a 
, bus trip for 

seniors, ages 
50 and older, 
· every 
Wednesday . . 
: SHANNON LITZ/ 

The R-C 

~eniors clilllb aboard for tnid-Week bus _:trip 
. . . ' -

. . ' 
by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer DETAILS. 

Alpme County Mountain Transit brochure. 
II The fourth Wednesday is _saved for 

. special events. Fares vary for this ride. The: • 
:Acting as chaperone an·d chaufJe1i"r ■ For more information on the trip to Fandango·costatotal of $IO.each, 

s()emed to be great fun for social worker Wednesday senior trips, call Sherri which included the bus fare and the buffet 
Sµerri Dennis and D_ouglas County Rural Dennis at Alpine 09unty Health and meal. Waller's m,eal was aiso paidforby 
Ttansit driver Sheila Waller when they Human Services (530) 694_2235 the seniors, rntherthan ~ving ?~r a tip .... 
took a group of seniors Wednesday, down . ' . · Any money leftover 1s split two ways: 
to Casino Fandango in Carson City. - II For mo re Inf Orm at10 n nn the . half _goes toward the bus and half toward 

The nine people who boarded the bus in Alpine Mountain Transit Bus sched- the senior riders' club, called the 50-plu's 
front of the Alpine County Health and· ule, call (530) 783-6451?. Club by _cons~n~i~s, ac~ording topennis. _ 
Human Services building at 10 a.ni: had -------'----------'---- Denms said tiat nders never need to 
chosen to go to the Fandango, according to worry about being le:ft somewhere; The bus 
Dennis, because of its "wonderful buffet." ''I want to encourage our seniors a: little drivers won't leave without every.one being 

"This is my first trip. They said there's bit more to ride our bus," said Dennis. accounted for,· Riders are always returned·· 
going to be a buffet today," said 91-year- Starting in Jan.1.J.ary, every Wednesday of . to Alpine County by '2-<2:30. p.m on the 
old Hubert Bruns, an Alpine County each month'Wallei takes a break from her Wednesday trips: . . 
native. . regular schedule of about 50 stops a day to Jan: 5 there was just one rider. Jan. 12 

"So far I haven't seen anybody but drive this group of seniors ages 50 and there were four who w_ent to Wal-Marl, 
females here," he said, peering back from older to various spots around the region. Michael's Arts & Crafts and Chili's. for 
the front seat at the.women sitting in the , "Wherever they want to_ go, that's lunch. Jan. 19 three riders went to Sc:i'U;th 
plush seats on the DART bus. wp.ere I take them," said Waller, who Lake Tahoe. 

"We're going to pick up another gentle~ calls herself the "chauffeur" rather than a Dennis hopes to· attract_ more seniors to 
man in Carson - Elwood," said Dennis. bus driver. her Wednesday bus trip_s in the future. 
"You guys could have a high ball.". 1111 The first Wednesday of every month, . Some of the folks wl;to go can still drive, 

Bruns chuckled. seniors from Alpine County travel up to the she said, but choose to come along for the 
Dennis was speaking of an old friend of Douglas County Senior Center for lunch company and the comfortable ride. So far; 

Bruns', Elwood Davis, who,now resides in and bingo. The cost is $1 for bus fare, a she has gotten only good feedbac_k from 
an assisted living home in Carson City. The donation for lunch and 50 cents per game. people, who have said it has been ''.well 
bus was scheduled to pick him up on the II The second ,Wednesday of the month organized." · . · 
way to the Fandango. is a bus trip to Carson City, with the riders Everyone gave the· seniors h'!,lgs before · 

First it would stop t~ pick up any riders . rnp:ning the locatio_n. J:be bus stops_, at the boarding the l:;ms, induding Waller, Dennis 
from the Douglas County Senior Center i~ , pougla~ County Senior Center to pitk up ,arid Gail Day, senior nutritionist fot Health 
Gardnerville. . people who want to c.ome along. ·and Hum~ Services,c who was ·going along 

Dennis; classified as a Social Worker III at II The third Wednesday of the month is for the ride'. · 
Alpine County Ht;:alth and Human Services, a bus trip to South Lake Tahoe. ''Need to "You kind of get to be friends," she said. 
came up with the idea for a program that visit the DMV, Social Security? Have a For more information call Sherri Dennis 
gets senior citizens in Alpine and Douglas doctor's appointment? Or just hop aboard at Alpine County Health and Human Ser-' 
County outo( the house on Wednesdays. for a ride around South Shore," says the vices, (530) 694-2235. . 

\ 
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Markleeville· 
project addressed 
at two.llleetingS . 

. . liy Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer 

door pool and cultural walk and 
49 fractionally-owned cabins, to 
be located on 36 acres; in 
Markleeville. Two meetings will take place 

next· week in Alpine· County 
concerning the proposed ■ Also on Tuesday, at 1:30 
Markleeville ·vmage-Mahalee p:m. at Turtle Rock Parle Alpine , 
Lodge project. · County- Supervisors will hold a 

. First, on Tuesday, the Board public · hearing to consider 
of Supervisors will m_eet at 9 amendments tothe county's 
a.m. in the Administration general plan and zonirig 'ordi­
Board Room m. Markleeville. · · nance, necessary in order to 

At 9:30:a.m; the·members of accommodate 1;he project. Turtle 
the group Friends of _Rock park is located at 17300 
Markleeville are scheduled to · Highway 89 in Markleeville. 

· speak before the board regard,. ·. Written comments may be 
ing the board's approval of,an submitted in advance· of the. 
environmei;ital docti:inent for the public hearin~ to. the Alpine 
project. . Coupty Board of Supervisors, 

Friends.ofMarkleevillemein:- P.O. Box 158, Markleeville, 
bers are expected to make a plea Calif. 96120, faxed to (530) 
for a ,more extensive environ- 694-2491, dropped off at the 
mental report on the project at county clerk's· off~ce in 
this time. A 10-page letter from. Markleeville (County Admin- . 
an attorney' hired by Friends has istraticin, 99 Water St.) or e..: 
been submitted to :the supervi- .. maileclto the county clerk. at 
sors, as well as an updatedengi- asstcoclerk@alpinecountyca.c 
neer's report.- · , om. · · 

The Markleeville Village- · 
Mahalee Lodge project consists ■. Jo Rafferty can be reached at jraf­
of 12 coniniercial lots, a 25- ·.ferty@recordcourier.com or782° 

. room lodge with a spa area, qut- 5121, ext. 213. 

· Alcoholics 
Anonymous to meet. 

Council will meet at 9 a~. 
Wednesday in the /2lpine Coun:... 

-.,·. ty Health and Human.Services· 

Alcqholics Anonymous will 
· Building .iri. Marlcleeville. · 

Briefs· 

Bear Valley. 

meet at 7 p.m~ _Al-Ano. _n me_ etin. g 
Tuesday in 
the Bear Val- , · · · 

· · ley Library, · Al-A:ri°~n will meet at 6:30 · · 
p.m. Wedne·sday at the Bear 
Valley Library, Bear Valley .. ·· 

Food. for Families 
in Need · Art. and antiques sale .. 

· Alpine Coun(y's. Artists, 
, Food for Families m Need will· A,uthors & Antiques wiU once 
~; at , thce · Al_PiMne kl. Couvill~ty again be featured. at Woodfords 
vvow~g ~. ,enter m, h~- ~~: e, Station ~in. Woodfords -next-
2-4p,~.;:~:Y~fS~Y,'.,~J:W c'· weekend:'10 a.m.1o"4 plm:'. ':cf:Ii~-

Family'Supp0orf ~ . : il . Feto
5
c:td::i~·t1· and w~~ters·· . : 

Council to meet works and antigues will b~ . 
availabk on sale during this · 

The Alpine Family Support event. . 



Sheriff ~s log 

II After responding to the 
Woodfords area for a distur­

. bance on Jan. 1, a 21-year-old 
Markleeville man "?fas arr~sted 
for Domestic Violence and Bat­
tery. 

man with no permanent address · 
was arrested for several sex 
-offenses. He is being charged 
with multiple felonies. -

. 
11111 On Jan. 8, a victim report-

. ed accidentally leaving several 
. valuable items in her rental 
cabin at a resort in the Woo\i- · 
fords area. Upon contac;:ting the· 

located. forge_d ski Eass. _ 

II On Jan. 10, in the Bear Ill On Jan: 15, in the Kirk-
Valley area, two men from wood area, a 21-year-old Gard­
Montera, Calif. were arrested · nerville man. was arrested for 
· for public intoxication. _ , possession of marijuana . 

II On Jan; 6, a 25-year-old __ resort, the property was not 

· • II On Jan. 15, in the Iilik~ 
wood area, a 37-year-old Sun­
nyvale, Calif. woman was 
arrested •for possession of a 

Ill On Jan. 16, in the Kirk­
wood area, a 2l~year:-old tran-' 
'Sient Dian was arrested for theft. 
and public intoxication. 

Briefs -

Grover Hot Springs 
has winter hours·-

I 

urday and Sund~y. Tbe hot 
springs is closed on Wednes:- · 
days: C::all (530) 694-2249. 

Friends :of the Uhri.Irv 
. to meet on Saturday -

• • ~ ~ ~ • ' 

Grover Hot Springs' wuiter 
h,ours are 2-8 p.ni. Monday, . Friends of the Library'will 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday ·· meet,at 9 a:.m:. Feb.· 5 at the . 

· and 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sat- Markleeville Library. i 



Amendments approved des 
' _:...._~-- ----- - ,_ ~ -- .·- ~- ---- --· -.'. __ . ~,- -

~:w~~ . J~ -I uit threat 
Alpine County ~~pervis6i-s ' 

approved a gener;:tl plan arqeija.,. -
. ment and the first readingpf a 

zoning amendment: for a:~e­
share project in -Markleeyille I 
Tuesday, despite the tlrreat bf :iit:-. 
igation. · i. , : · . / '\_· 
· . County> Co.Uil.sel Pennis 
Crabb prepared an indeminify 
agreement to exclude .the._'c,oi.:inty 
{rpm firianc~aL o_bl,iga.tion -if 
forced to fight a fawsuit. - . 

If certain environmental 
issues are not resolved, mem- : 
bers of the group Friends of 
Markleeville said they will con­
sider suing the county. 

"I have to advise you, the ! 

county is headed into litigation i 

over this issue," said I 
Marklec;ville resident Steve 
Hibbs to the board at the Tues­
day morning meeting . 

. Friends· of Maikleeville 
requested· that the board of 
supervisors reconsider the 2004 
nrd' s approval of a shorter 

·cnvircmmentalstudy over a inore 
· comprehensive environmental 
study on the proposed project. 

At Tuesday's meeting, the 
request was denied . 

. Frien:ds of. Markleeville, a - . 

it 
--- -

R- c., 

. group of approximately 30.to 40 "I didn't take my decision indeminity agreement had been_ tioris to govern," said Kaiser. 
town residents, submitted fetters lightly," she said. "I still stand . signed, by Ab4oo: . - , · Kaiser also added a provision r 

prior to the meeting that were by my decision. I'm not willing "The developer is required to that "reasonabl~ and doable con~, 
written by an environme~tal . to make a motion to reconsider take. all financial responsibility ditions can be applied within the i 
attorney and two civile11gine~rs. it at this time:" in case of lit~gation," said project" if necessary at a later 
All of the lette!s, s_tate,d thah:Ii.e :.,, >"If Supervisor Woodrow is .Crabb. · · - · date. 
project-,-49timesharecab_ins;a ri.oCprepai::ed to make a motion, Tire board of supervisors "I've never heard of ru;1ythingj 
25-:roqpilo.dge and '12-i::ommer-:· there's nothing .further to dis- voted to changegeneral plan being done to a town with this 1 

cial lots~· warranted~ a more cuss;" said Crabb .. · , land use designations for the .36- significant impact without an, 
corripreliertsive. enyit61fr:nenta(. ·_· 'About 15 m~mbers of Friends acre site from commercial, resi- environmental impact report, ,,-,I 
sri!d.Y (an. environmental impact.> of Markleeville agreed to meet dential inedium density and r~Ji- ~aid .Shay Creek· Home. Owners, 
report):.> ::·'. ··,: ',,. /"-::later:·to decide wh~therto file a dential low density,_to planned Association director and civil 

. Craoh.poii):tyd ont that b'oih'"' iawsuiL . . development. engineer Ed McCo:rmick./ 
sides, the dev~lbper.and Friends.,-", - A"lawsuit can only be filed . They also voted in favor of "Given the level of public _con~, 
of Markleeville, hav~ '.'equally,.>within 30 days after the county changes to the zoning distrii;t to froversy, ifs ·almost infath~I 

· good engineers an~ attorneys:;, approves the project and files accommodate the project. om.able to me that. you, woul~ 
Former Chairman Terry the proper paperwork, according . Supervisor. Gunter Kaiser prnceedwith9ut an environmen-

1 Woqdrow was the only supervi- to developer Tom Abdoo's attor- added a condition,to. the general tal impact report." - .. _. : 
sor who could motion to recon- . ney, Whit Manley. plan amendment to require the · "I think a lot of people think 
sider the past board's decision:, Manley, who attended a pub- developer to provide a saf~ty (the project's) being shove~ 

__ according to Robert's ~ules of lie hearing on zoning and gener- structure over th.e town ditch, down their throats,1' said super-1 
1rder, since she w~sjh_e__9nly .. al plan amendments Tuesday which runs in fron.t-of the pro- visor Skip Veatch, who, along 

. Jne on the board who Votecffot afternoon. at Turtle Rock Park; posed lodge. - with Don Jardine, were the two 
the shorter environmental study said if a lawsuit is filed, it.would Changes were made to_ the. supervisors who voted no o'.n the 
in December, said Crabb. · ·. - ndt hold up the project. . zoning ordinance amendment as amendments on Tuesday. 

Woodrow, who admitted she . "It could take six months to well. Veatch. said two engineers, 
was in the hot seat, declined to win," he said. ''If a dispute exists, we, would including McCormick, had stat~ 
chan?eherst"\flce. Crabb ·said that a defense want the most stringent condi- ed in letters that the wastewater; 

Pa_ I 

. I 

I 
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R.-c Feb. Lt :i_ooS 
..,..--,-,------,,,---------, j 

. , · . JO RAFFERTY/fhe R-C 
• Markleevme development: Above, Markleeville resident Forrest Robinson, left, .and civil engi~ 
n~er Ed McCormick examine the computer- renditions an,d maps of the proposed Markleeville 
V1llage/Mahalee Lodge project. Al:>ove right, a computer rendition ot the Maha:lee Lodge. 
Right, the developer's team, back row left to right, environmental consultant Carter Schleich­
er, engineer Dennis Smith, developer Tom Abdoo, · architect Ed Williams ano,~ attorney Tim 

. Pemberton. Front row left to right, Abdoo's daughter Joely Abdoo and attorney Whit Manley. ·· 

disposal system propose'd by the 
developer wouldn't work.· 

"I'm not positive that enough 
evidence has been given," he. 
said. 

McCormick's letter said; 
"Upon review of the proposed 
project, I can say unequivocably 
that this project requires an EIR 
for. the' developer and Alpine 
County to ensure that it com­
plies with the California Envi­
ronmental Quality Act." 

California engineer Norman 
Hantzsche said in a letter, "A 
continued lack of recognition of 
appropriate design methodology 
.will lead to the probable failure 
of the wastewater system for 
this project." 

A letter from a.Friends of 
Ma.rkled'ville ;attorney Susan 
Brandt-Hawley said an environ­
mental impact report is neces­
sary in a project "that may have 
significant environmental 
impact,s." 

She said the developer ha.s 
estimated the project will· add 
282 new residents and visitors to 
the town of Markleeville. 
According to the 2000 Ce~sus, . 
Markleeville has a population qf. 
237. . . . . 

"A fair argument lla.Lbeen 
made that the:project'Yil.linduce .. 
substantial poj:mlati<Jii gro:wt~ 
and that impact is potentj.~y 
significant," she said; · ' . . i . .... 
. Abdoo, of Marklee\,qle 

U.S.A., said sinc~·he began buy-. 
ing property in Markleevill~).4-
15. years ago, including a restau.:­
rant, a bar and a lodge, he J:/.as 
always been commi:ttecfto·dom:g 
a quality job. · · .·. _ > .·· ... ' '' 

. "My.love andm.j' passio:iiis• · 
to try to make this,to\\'.P.J:P.~~b'e§t 
it could possibif·Bf:)'~1°:'it'fd. 
Abdoo. 

II Jo Rafferty can be reached at jraf- · 
ferty@recordcourier.com or 782-
5121, ext. 213. 

i 
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Alpine Count½ Cal.if. 

r=ex.i- 8 _; JU)O 5 

LA T\rn~ 

he trees of Hope Valley are flocked and stately.· All along' Forestdale Creek Road, about a 

dozen miles south of Lake Tahoe, the scenery·is _straight ~ut of the Hallmark winte~ c~llec­

tion: But don't be deceived. In the nationwide scciflebetween snowmobilers and those wh~ 

scorn them, this is contested t_erritory: <if ~'You ·can. hear the:infor miles," says Debbi Wal:-

. dear, a champion ·cross-country skier and longtµne loca,l crusader again.st snowmobile . 
. . . . , .· . . I . • , . 

traffic. Then she returns-to her smooth stroke and long strides, a tiny,_wiry figure gliding through pines 
. . . . . . . ~ . 

· on a lonely weekday afternoon. Her dog, Sage, 1:iounds alongside'. CJf · "To sit on something and go fast/'. •. 

says Waldear, "is not at all attractive to me." CJf At the moment; thanks to a federal judg-e iri. S~c;a­

me:rito, Waldear and fellow crusaders :µ-e d~~ and ~he sn~wmobilersare on.top. But this battle has bee:ii; 
seesawing for 12.Years, and nobody ex-. .bigger ruck!IB 'lJetween snowmobilers ' taken to -bitching tides into the Blue 
pects it to end soon. If the big noise in and skiers just up· the road· in Tahoe Lakes region on a buddy's snowmobile, 
Hope Valley has shown anything, Jt•s· Meadows, where snowmobiles-lost a:big then launching downbill on snowboards 
that snowmobilers are from Mars and chunk ofterritozy three years ago and orsettingoffontelemarkskis. 
skiersarefromVenus. · · skiers are on·the lookout for scofflaws Yetth&earestmsome'Win.terdayson· 

Twenty hours after Waldear slides · ridlngoutsidethelines. · · . theroad.whennotasinglesk!erorsnow• 
past, Pliny Olivler, a tall, gregarious man But Hope Valley ·may be significant · mobiler is seen. If ever a battleground 
inablackcowboyhat,sioandsatthetrail- because it's quieter and lonelier than looked Iipe for a truce, it would be thls 
head,_ unloading bis trailer and getting those other battlegrounds~ And Wal dear one, light? 

· ready to race bis 140-horsep'ower Polaris and Olivier are a big part of the picture. "When we took this case, that was my· 
down the same snow-covered dirt road. The- Population Of Alpine County is view of it," confesses attorney Debbie Si~ · 

· "I real]y don't understand c;ross- about 1,200. More than 90% oftbis en- vas,dlrectoroftheEartbjusticeEnviron­
countzy sklers," says Olivier in bis Lolli-_ clave in the Sierra.just south of Lake Ta- mental Law Clinic at Stanford Law 
siana drawL "I can get to a place in half hoe, is state or federal land; Though the .. SchooL Now she knows better. 
-an hour on a snowmobile that they can't djspute means plenty to Sorensett's Re- "It's nasty,'' sa:ys Patty Brissenden, 
get to unless they pack food for a week!': · sort, ahistOric haven for Nordic skiers on who has owned Sorensen's Resort with 

He hauls down bis 485-pound ma- caJlfornla Highway 88, there is no big her husband for 23 ye:µ-s, " 
chine, revs the two;stroke. engine· until .money to be clmmed here by either side. ."The environmentalists basically 
he's seated in bis own little emission F6~dale creek Road, which appar- want to elimlnate the motorized commu, 
cloud. Next he'll wrap bis finger;; around · ently goes back to ranching' days in the nlty from all public lands," says Olivier. 
the heated handlebars and roar down 19thcentw:y,isinthemiddleofthetugof Forestilale creek Road, he says, "ls a 
theroad,snowflakesstingingbischeeks. war. About seven miles long ,and goal:Jinestand"forHopeValley. 

"You know what?• he says. "This 7,500 feet above' sea level,. it rolls gently 
might be the most fun you'll ever have in between trees for abo_ut three miles ,be- Dividing• t:b.e spoils ' 

· yourlife." - · fore crossing a creek arid climbing 
-toward a series of bOwls and· more-de-· 
mandingterritozy. . · 

Its early stretches are ideal'for begin­
A case study 

This dust-up may look· like small nlng skiers and snowmobilers alike. Be­
. change next to the snowmobile squab- · cause it usually gathers snow earlier and 
.~_';;'owinstbion. ghe -anprdofl!Gerantenitd ·Toenet·ons nasucbtional. as· . retains it longer than other routes, it's a 
i.= primeshortcutifyou're on a snowmobile 
parks, . or· Minnesota's. Voyageurs Na- and headed for the backcountry. In the 
tional Park. For that matter, there's a last few years, young adventurers have 

: ----· 

~ year, the legal wran'gllng 'gets · 
more c9mplicated.Butat bottom, the'ar• 
gume~t is simple. 'Some nordic skiers 
and environmentalists, led by Waldear, 
want to move snowmobiles out of Hope . 

·Valley. Snowmpbilers, most oi whom 
dent mind sharlngturfwith sklers, want 
to hold onto the tenitozythey've got. 

.The feud goes back to the early 1990,s, 

when snowmobilers began turningup in 
the area in significant )lumbers· and the . · 

·u.S. Forest Service started re,nsmg 
plans for how thls territozy should be . 
used. In many ways, the tussling !JBS 
come dciwn to three rural roads, all of · 
which go unplowed in winter. : 

The motorized crowd has Blue Lakes 
Road, a' 14-mlle route.wher;e a statecrun 
snow park welcomes snoWlllObiles and 
skiers alike. The mUScle-poweied c;reW' 
has Burnside Lake Road, which was set · 

· aside more than a decade ago by .Alpine.· 
County's supervisors·and Forest Service · 
officials as a motor-free playground. rn: .. . · , . :_: : ·: , .. · · :_ · • ·· :,_: : . :.::,".'.;; iJ 
the minds of many =owmobilers, this Levi ruled that the Forest Servicehasn't •··· . , 
was the compromise·that was supposed done near]y·enoughre,s~ .on all~ged,Z · · · 
to'brlngpeaceinthevalley, · . user.conflict,;to justify-new Jim1ts .on :; , 

ma!°:~f~~:,:1;;~~\o = srui;:O:,~~e;~~ ~~~~ ski~,;~ 
meadows, bills and stands of pine along have.tumedto'theU.S. 9th Circult cmri:t·S/· 

. 
·Fo
200

re
0

~skiersdale Creeksued.tRheoaFd.
0
~19

5
;:.., ance· d,· arin- · o!AppeaLs . .,i. 'decision is penilirig. In,:the,:2:~ ·. 

, j,t;:.:)\, .... u. meantime,:Forest Service ran~,:who -.-::~ 
guingtbat it wasn't doing enough. to ptoC •saythey'dott't haveth~lll.Oneytq pa:y.fm:,:.;:: 
tect the interests of· non-motorized researeh.haveth¢ir!Jm\Cisfullpatrojllng ··_.:-,. 
users. But in a ruling last Sep\;embez;·. theforest,ancroccasibnallY,citing·snow-,,c: 
u.s: District Judge Dwid LeJli rebuffed. : mobilers 'who· stray into forbidden ·wihc~· 
the skiers and the FOrest Service.· dem~ss ~-~· .'--,._:,~:·'(:; \ :_ ,_•f?:·. · '::·~- ,:_-.:..~- ~: ~::)~--~ 

First, Levi ruled, the skiers can't ·ex- "There is enough.room to .make .this:·:~ 
pectthefedstoresmctForestdalecreek work," says Gary Schiff, the:range,:lncl· 
Roadbecauseltwasapparent]yacounty , charge of.Hope ,:Valley-and the·Hmn,,::s; 
road before the feds ever anived and.• boldt-Tolyabe National Forest'..-Carson · · 
therefore under jurisdiction of .Alpine . District. 'But people haVe-to come-to the,·,,,­
Cou:q.ty's Board of SUpervisors. Second, table and wantto.work:lt out:• . :· , . ~o:'c 



knowledges, live in the Bay Area. Forex­
.pertise in their court battles, the Frieods 
rely on the nonprofit eco-law finn Earth­
justice, · formerly known as the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund.· 

Still, Waldear says, her group was 

L./t \,n,..e.,,5 

fe.\,. '6
1

:)..oDS 

· ready to make a deal t1rreeyears ago. The . 
idea was to close Forestdale Creek Road ELL....c.-: _ _c::::i....c.~/J 

20-mph speed limit. on the most pop 
stretch of the Forestdale Creek R 
(Right now, snowmobilers can go as 
as seems "reasonable and prudeot," 
are supposed to-drop down to 15 ; 
when passjng a skier.) But like·so n 
past compromise 'pitches, that's no· 
ingto please everyorie. 

to snowmobiles during the coidest 
months but open It in eru:Jy and late 'win­
ter whee the snow is patchy on other ac- · 
cess routes to the· backcountry. But 
snowmobilers hated the idea and the 
county superilsors shot it down. ·. · · 

"There's So much fear in them about. 
losing ten;itory,'' Waldear says o~ the 
snowmobilers. "It seems to bring out the 
anger. And It's definitely gotten worse.• 

··'I own this land' 

'Tm. a snowmobiler and I frea 
· hate cross-coUD.try skiers,n says Jes 
23-year-oldfrom Stateline, Nev., wh, 
clines to give a last name.· "TJ:!ey're 
gerous: They're in the way.• 

Slders and snowmobilers ''have 1 
separated,• suggests· 61-year-old 
kleevilleskler.T!IllDonald. "Wejustc 
get along .... After they pass over a I 

. of ground, you can smell'the oil anc 
fc;>r hours sometimes.n · · 

'];he ·wall comes dom 
Pliny Olivier leans agalnst one cir his 

machines, gazing out at the Woods._If Whether or not you want them 
he's not·angry, he's certalnlyfirm. ing through your favorite woods, , 

"I made a lot of money in'tbis life, and you need to get somewhere quickly-
! paid a lot of taxes,'' he says. ''.And I own you ha,.,e a medical emergency - is 
this land." mobiles can be handy machines. 

He is no more native here than Wal- · A little after 3 p.m. on the day of 
dear. He·grewup poor, one of eight kids· ier's excursion to Forestdale· < 
with a game wardeo dad, in the swamps Road, the advancing hour and a wo 
ofLouisiana. He found his way to college. ing ¢owstorm drive b1m back t, 
moved to Florida. succeeded in business,· SUV. He's.lashing the snowmobiles· 
semi-retired in his 50s, and fell in love trailer when a lone distraught 

· with the Sierra. . straggles into view. • ' ·. 
Now, at 59, he lives far from the cray• Lo1'.'-l!:NA Imotraz Lo: A11gcw x~miq "Can.you help us?" hollers SUSar 

- • · · she's )Non · eight worldwide master's 
. Tough ad~~r.s_ary·. championships. Now she Jives in Mar-

kleevllle, Alpine County's seat of· local 
· Ask .Debbi Waldear how. she got so governmeot, trains promising young skl­

goodat sk!ing so fast, andyoi:thear acllle ers: and manages the KlrkWo.od Cross-­
to how she's persisted through a dozen Country Ski Center,.a few miles outside 
~ai:s· cifsnowmoblle skin:nishiJ:ii . , Hope Valle)': She thrives, she says, OI). the 
. · "Noteverybody's·rea]ycompetitive.I endurance the sport demands and the· .. 
·am,• says Waldear. "I don't like losing.• solitude It delivers. But she's not as alone 

A wiry 55-yea:r-old who· stands just assheusedtobe. · . 
under5feettaJJ, Waldearwasnotbomto Hence her other, nonpaying Job as 
snow _country. She grew up in the Bay president of the Friends of Hope Valley. 
Area and orily. arrived here in the Sierra That group formed in the 1980s to keep a· 
after college. aimingto spend ajeaI' as a. power-line project out of the area and 

·:'1'1 bUin. Instead she stayed, stepped· laterlobbiedsue<:essfullyforgove,:nmeot 
mto a prur ofnordlc skis and liked the:fit:: acquisition of land in the valley. 

fi,sh and crepe myrtles in Zephyr Cove, gers, 43. 'We have a skier with a bi 
Nev., along the southeast edge of Lake and.you can lose [track of] :people," says leg.• . . . . 
Tahoe,InsevenyearsasafuJI-timeresi- Olivie,: "It'snotnojsy-well,theymight Burgers and her frieod, who~ 
deot,he'saccuinulated!lvesnowmobiles thinklt'snoisy.Butit'snotnojsy." ·watsonvllle, have beeo m~g v 
and the California Nevada Snowmobile visits and skiing on this trail for 
Assn!s·:prize:as most dedicated snow-: .c. ompetingn_ eeds ·thanadecade;infact,theylikefoll< 
mobllerof2004.Heisthepresidentofthe the compacted snowmobile traclr! 
Lake Tahoe Snowmobile Assn., which · Flag them down on the trail, and you today, in- their .haste to get out c 
claims about 60 members, most from the find that many snowmobllers and skiers storm, they rushed themselves. 

· south shore of Lake Tahoe. · play together just fine. Larry Mainberg- friend got tangled up !llld went' 
Givengoodsnow,Olivierwillgoridlng_ er, a·70-year-old retiree from upstate hard. 

. three times a week. Given a chance to1n• New York, pauses on his skis along Blue She is down about a mile back 
troduce a newcomer to the sport, he'll Lakes Road. He used to snowmobile but . gers tens Olivier; unable to ski or 
block off a day, pack sandwiches, load up isn't up fo hauling the heavy machinery Snow is falling harci,·there isrrt ar 
his triµler and head rorthe countryside. around anymore. · . ·· soul around and nobody can raise 

"It's the most awesome nature expert- "You can bear them a 'long way-off;" phone signal .• 
ence. you can .have. There's no deer out says Mainberger. "But basically it's the .Olivier yanks a snowmobile ba 
here, nor bear, tbere'snothingto disturb. smell of the belts bllilling that bothers the trailer and zooms off into the v 
You're just making tracks on snow," he mostskiers.Smellthat?That'sthewori;t, M!nuteslater,he'sbackwith45-ye 
says. · problem." Nevertheless, his prescription Diana Deering on board, one of h, 

There Is,· howeve,; the ·exhaust. forHopeVaileyis:"Leaveltthewaylt!s." twisted like a pretzel in black 
Thoughpoliutionbasn'tbeeopartofthe · .. Rob Levy,' Alpine Comity's. :under- pants. · 
legal wrangling, envlronmentallsts point sheriff and an avid SI;lowmobller in his· Olivier, waving off her thanks, 
out the dirty l,ittle clouds that rise when off-hours, thinks along the same lines. · out room up front in his SUV so I 
someone yanks a starter cord and a "We ·dont manage by closure. We haulhertothehospltal.Deeringe, 
snowmobile eogine stirs to life. ·Ollvier's manage by providing multiple opportu-. · snowmobile. 
faVorite sn~obile, . a Polaris, cost nities for folks that are designed in such "I have no idea wby people a 
about $9,500 and carries an BOO-cc eo- a way_ that everyone can enJoy their re- tracted to It," :,he says·quietly. ''Bu 
gin_e. Like most snowmobiles, It gets a lit- · c,eation experieoce,• he says. . are, and we have to respect that:'' . 
tie under, 10 miles per gailon. But'tech-. Snowmobiling, • he says, has ."ex- · 
nology. is improving· all the time, he· ploded" in Alpine .County. "It's a great -----------­
notes, and these machines are _getting sport for a lot of people .. • .. It's going to On the Web: See additional pl 
steadlly.more efficient and quieter. ' continue to expand and we have to come of Alpine County snowmobilers an 

, ''They sound loud when you stand upwithagoodplalitoinanagethat." cross-countrysklersatlatimes.co, 
rightnexttothem.Butget75_yardsaway f.S a.start, Levy has proposed ··a snowmobile. 

. .Within two years 'of taking: up cross- Now snowmobiles dominate the 
coun~skiingatage30,shewaswinning agenda. Her group claims about 300 
_statewide · compe1;itions.. Since ·then;. members,cm6st of whom, Waldear ac-

~4i/;i•~-~~~tfS~ffi~~~~~'"W$]r.r~~~tl~~-E:::ti-~ 



MUTUAL LiFTOFF: Thereis':somepeacefulcoexistenceini/ieHopeValley. 
feud. Snowmobiles o:nd skiers, above and lielow, sh.are B.1:Ue L':1"5 Road. 

f e.b . 8 2.005 
I 

.. . . . . ''gf!'Mir1f l\i;l~~t/J[f :\; 
LEADING THE CHAR.GE: Champion cross-couniryslderJ:/ebbi Waldear,J;iresideritofl!'ffend,ofHope V:alleiiiis .:· · , .. :-'.j-,f 
fighting to 011.tlaw Forestdale C,eelc Road to 5:'owmobilers. "Tft.ere's·so much fear in t7:<= a::-~'::_losing-teriitory,~ She says. :,; '\, 
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A line in the snow 

The frosty acrimony between snowmobilers and cross-country skiers in 
Hope Valley perfectly frames the country's muscle-versus-machine battles 
on frozen turf. 

By Christopher Reynolds 
Times Staff Writer 

February 8, 2005 

The trees of Hope Valley are flocked and stately. All along F orestdale Creek Road, about a dozen miles south of Lake 
Tahoe, the scenery is straight out of the Hallmark winter collection. But don't be deceived. In the nationwide scuffle 
between snowmobilers and those who scorn them, this is contested territory. 

"You can hear them for miles," says Debbi Waldear, a champion cross-country skier and longtime local crusader 
against snowmobile traffic. Then she returns to her smooth stroke and long strides, a tiny, wiry figure gliding through 
pines on a lonely weekday afternoon. Her dog, Sage, bounds alongside. 

; sit on something and go fast," says Waldear, "is not at all attractive to me." 
.. 

At the moment, thanks to a federal judge in Sacramento, Wal dear and fellow crusaders are down, and the snowmobilers 
are on top. But this battle has been seesawing for 12 years, and nobody expects it to end soon. If the big noise in Hope 
Valley has shown anything, it's that snowmobilers are from Mars and skiers are from Venus. 

Twenty hours after Waldear slides past, Pliny Olivier, a tall, gregarious man in a black cowboy hat, stands at the 
trailhead, unloading his trailer and getting ready to race his 140-horsepower Polaris down the same snow-covered dirt 
road. 

"I really don't understand cross-country skiers," says Olivier in his Louisiana drawl. "I can get to a place in half an hour 
on a snowmobile that they can't get to unless they pack food for a week!" 

He hauls down his 485-pound machine, revs the two-stroke engine until he's seated in his own little emission cloud. 
Next he'll wrap his fingers around the heated handlebars and roar down the road, snowflakes stinging his cheeks. 

"You know what?" he says. "This might be the most fun you'll ever have in your life." 

A case study 

This dust-up may look like small change next to the snowmobile squabbles in high-profile territories such as 
Yellowstone and Grand Teton national parks, or Minnesota's Voyageurs National Park. For that matter, there's a bigger 
r<!ckus between snovvmobilers and skiers just up the road in Tahoe Meadows, where snovvmobiles lost a big chunk of 

itory three years ago and skiers are on the lookout for scofflaws riding outside the lines. 

But Hope Valley may be significant because it's quieter and lonelier than those other battlegrounds. And Waldear and 

http://www.latimes.com/features/outdoors/la-os-snowmobile8feb08,1,2143614,print.story?ctrack=2&cset=... 2/9/2005 



Olivier are a big part of the picture. 

The population of Alpine County is about 1,200. More than 90% of this enclave in the Sierra, just south of Lake Tahoe, 
is state or federal land. Though the dispute means plenty to Sorensen's Resort, a historic haven for Nordic skiers on 

lifornia Highway 88, there is no big money to be claimed here by either side. 

Forestdale Creek Road, which apparently goes back to ranching days in the 19th century, is in the middle of the tug of 
war. About seven miles long and 7,500 feet above sea level, it rolls gently between trees for about three miles before 
crossing a creek and climbing toward a series of bowls and more-demanding territory. 

Its early stretches are ideal for beginning skiers and snowmobilers alike. Because it usually gathers snow earlier and 
retains it longer than other routes, it's a prime shortcut if you're on a snowmobile and headed for the backcountry. In the 
last few years, young adventurers have taken to hitching rides into the Blue Lakes region on a buddy's snowmobile, 
then launching downhill on snowboards or setting off on telemark skis. 

Yet there are still some winter days on the road when not a single skier or snowmobiler is seen. If ever a battleground 
looked ripe for a truce, it would be this one, right? 

"When we took this case, that was my view of it," confesses attorney Debbie Sivas, director of the Earth justice 
Environmental Law Clinic at Stanford Law School. Now she knows better. 

"It's nasty," says Patty Brissenden, who has owned Sorensen's Resort with her husband for 23 years. 

"The environmentalists basically want to eliminate the motorized community from all public lands," says Olivier. 
Forestdale Creek Road, he says, "is a goal-line stand" for Hope Valley. 

Dividing the spoils 

Every year, the legal wrangling gets more complicated. But at bottom, the argument is simple. Some nordic skiers ru 
environmentalists, led by Waldear, want to move snowmobiles out of Hope Valley. Snowmobilers, most of whom don't 
mind sharing turf with skiers, want to hold onto the territory they've got. 

The feud goes back to the early 1990s, when snowmobilers began turning up in the area in significant numbers and the 
U.S. Forest Service started revising plans for how this territory should be used. In many ways, the tussling has come 
down to three rural roads, all of which go unplowed in winter. · 

The motorized crowd has Blue Lakes Road, a 14-mile route where a state-run snow park welcomes snowmobiles and 
skiers alike. The muscle-powered crew has Burnside Lake Road, which was set aside more than a decade ago by 
Alpine County's supervisors and Forest Service officials as a motor-free playground. In the minds of many 
snowmobilers, this was the compromise that was supposed to bring peace in the valley. 

Now, however, the spotlight has moved a few miles up Highway 88 to the meadows, hills and stands of pine along 
Forestdale Creek Road. In 1997 and in 2000, skiers sued the Forest Service, arguing that it wasn't doing enough to 
protect the interests of non-motorized users. But in a ruling last September, U.S. District Judge David Levi rebuffed the 
skiers and the Forest Service. 

First, Levi ruled, the skiers can't expect the feds to restrict F orestdale Creek Road because it was apparently a county 
road before the feds ever arrived and therefore under jurisdiction of Alpine County's Board of Supervisors. Second, 
Levi ruled that the Forest Service hasn't done nearly enough research on alleged user conflicts to justify new limits on 
s~ov1IDobiles anywhere. 

1"iiut to be quieted, however, skiers have turned to the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. A decision is pending. In th 
meantime, Forest Service rangers, who say they don't have the money to pay for research, have their hands full 

http://www.latim.es.com/features/ outdoors/la-os-snowmobile8feb08, 1,214 3 614, print.story?ctrack=2&cset=. .. 2/9/2005 
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patrolling the forest, and occasionally citing snowmobilers who stray into forbidden wilderness areas. 

"There is enough room. to make this work," says Gary Schiff, the ranger in charge of Hope Valley and the Hum.boldt­
'[oiyabe National Forest's Carson District. "But people have to come to the table and want to work it out." 

1gh adversary 

Ask Debbi Waldear how she got so good at skiing so fast, and you hear a clue to how she's persisted tli..rough a dozen 
years of snowmobile skirmishing. 

"Not everybody's really competitive. I am," says Waldear. "I don't like losing." 

A wiry 55-year-old who stands just under 5 feet tall, Waldear was not born to snow country. She grew up in the Bay 
Area and only arrived here in the Sierra after college, aiming to spend a year as a ski bum.. Instead she stayed, stepped 
into a pair of nordic skis and liked the fit 

Within two years of taking up cross-country skiing at age 30, she was winning statewide com.petitions. Since then, she's 
won eight worldwide master's championships. Now she lives in Markleeville, Alpine County's seat of local 
government, trains promising young skiers and manages the Kirkwood Cross-Country Ski Center, a few miles outside 
Hope Valley. She thrives, she says, on the endurance the sport demands and the solitude it delivers. But she's not as 
alone as she used to be. 

Hence her other, nonpaying job as president of the Friends of Hope Valley. That group formed in the 1980s to keep a 
power-line project out of the area and later lobbied successfully for government acquisition ofland in the valley. 

Now snowmobiles dominate the agenda. Her group claims about 300 members, most of whom, Waldear acknowledges, 
live in the Bay Area. For expertise in their court battles, the Friends rely on the nonprofit eco-law firm. Earthjustice, 
- nerly known as the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund. 

Still, Waldear says, her group was ready to make a deal three years ago. The idea was to close Forestdale Creek Road 
to snowmobiles during the coldest months but open it in early and late winter when the snow is patchy on other access 
routes to the backcountry. But snovvm.obilers hated the idea and the county supervisors shot it down. 

"There's so much fear in them. about losing territory," Waldear says of the snowmobilers. "It seems to bring out the 
anger. And it's definitely gotten worse." 

'I own this land' 

Pliny Olivier leans against one of his machines, gazing out at the woods. If he's not angry, he's certainly firm.. 

"I made a lot of money in this life, and I paid a lot of taxes, 11 he says. "And I own this land." 

He is no more native here than Wal dear. He grew up poor, one of eight kids with a game warden dad, in the swamps of 
Louisiana. He found his way to college, moved to Florida, succeeded in business, semi-retired in his 50s, and fell in 
love with the Sierra. 

Now, at 59, he lives far from. the crayfish and crepe myrtles in Zephyr Cove, Nev., along the southeast edge of Lake 
Tahoe. In seven years as a full-time resident, he's accumulated five snowmobiles and the California Nevada 
Snowmobile Assn.'s prize as most dedicated snowmobiler of 2004. He is the president of the Lake Tahoe Snowmobile 
Assn., which claims about 60 members, most from the south shore of Lake Tahoe. 

'en good snow, Olivier will go riding three times a week. Given a chance to introduce a newcomer to the sport, he'll 
b1ock off a day, pack sandwiches, load up his trailer and head for the countryside. 

http://www.latimes.com/features/outdoors/la-os-snowmobile8feb08,1,2143614,print.story?ctrack=2&cset=... 2/9/2005 



"It's the most awesome nature experience you can have. There's no deer out here, nor bear, there's nothing to disturb. 
You're just making tracks on snow," he says. 

re is, however, the exhaust. Though pollution hasn't been part of the legal wrangling, environmentalists point out 
tfie dirty little clouds that rise when someone yanks a starter cord and a snowmobile engine stirs to life. Olivier's 
favorite snowmobile, a Polaris, cost about $9,500 and carries an 800-cc engine. Like most snowmobiles, it gets a little 
under 10 miles per gallon. But technolog-y is improving all the time, he notes, a.."'ld these machines are getting steadily 
more efficient and quieter. 

"They sound loud when you stand right next to them. But get 75 yards away and you can lose [track of] people,'1 says 
Olivier. "It's not noisy -well, they might think it's noisy. But it's not noisy." 

Competing needs 

Flag them down on the trail, and you find that many snowmobilers and skiers play together just fine. Larry Mainberger, 
a 70-year-old retiree from upstate New York, pauses on his skis along Blue Lakes Road. He used to snowmobile but 
isn't up to hauling the heavy machinery around anymore. 

"You can hear them a long way off," says Mainberger. "But basically it's the smell of the belts burning that bothers 
most skiers. Smell that? That's the worst problem." Nevertheless, his prescription for Hope Valley is: "Leave it the way 
it is." 

Rob Levy, Alpine County's undersheriff and an avid snowmobiler in his off-hours, thinks along the same lines. 

"We don't manage by closure. We manage by providing multiple opportunities for folks that are designed in such a way 
th11-t everyone can enjoy their recreation experience," he says. 

~liowmobiling, he says, has "exploded" in Alpine County. "It's a great sport for a lot of people .... It's going to conti 
to expand and we have to come up with a good plan to manage that." 

As a start, Levy has proposed a 20-mph speed limit on the most popular stretch of the Forestdale Creek Road. (Right 
now, snowmobilers can go as fast as seems "reasonable and prudent," but are supposed to drop down to 15 mph when 
passing a skier.) But like so many past compromise pitches, that's not going to please everyone. 

"I'm a snowmobiler and I :freaking hate cross-country skiers," says Jesse, a 23-year-old from Stateline, Nev., who 
declines to give a last name. "They're dangerous. They're in the way." 

Skiers and snowmobilers "have to be separated," suggests 61-year-old Markleeville skier Jim Donald. "We just don't 
get along .... After they pass over a piece of ground, you can smell the oil and gas for hours sometimes." 

The wall comes down 

Whether or not you want them roaring through your favorite woods, when you need to get somewhere quickly - say 
you have a medical emergency - snowmobiles can be handy machines. 

A little after 3 p.m. on the day of Olivier's excursion to Forestdale Creek Road, the advancing hour and a worsening 
snowstorm drive him back to his SUV. He's lashing the snuwmobiles to his trailer when a lone distraught skier 
straggles into view. 

n you help us?" hollers Susan Burgers, 43. "We have a skier with a broken leg." 

Burgers and her friend, who live in Watsonville, have been making winter visits and skiing on this trail for more than ~a 

http://www.latimes.com/features/outdoors/la-os-snowmobile8feb08,1,2143614,print.story?ctrack=2&cset=... 2/9/2005 
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decade; in fact, they like following the compacted snowmobile tracks. But today, in their haste to get out of the storm, 
they rushed themselves. Her friend got tangled up and went down hard. 

She is down about a mile back, Burgers tells Olivier, unable to ski or walk. Snow is falling hard, there isn't another soul 
,und and nobody can raise a cellphone signal. 

Olivier yanks a snowmobile back off the trailer and zooms off into the woods. Minutes later, he's backwith 45-year-old 
Diana Deering on board, one of her legs twisted like a pretzel in black snow pants. 

Olivier, waving off her thanks, clears out room up front in his SUV so he can haul her to the hospital. Deering eyes the 
snowmobile. 

"I have no idea why people are attracted to it," she says quietly. "But they are, and we have to respect that." 

If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives. 

,. ···-·---- - -~-'" ---- - -~~-- ·---~ -- ~-•--
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The frosty acrimo
1
ny between snowmobilers and cross-country skiers in Hope Valley 

perfectly frames th~ country's muscle-versus-machine battles on frozen turf, as Christo her 
I . 

Ids reports. It's tough to negotiate when neither side speaks the same language~ · 
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~tween snowmobilers and cross-country skiers in Hope Valley 

iuntry's muscle-versus-machine battles on frozen turf, as Christopher 

i tough to negotiate when rieithet side speaks the same language. • 



Alpine County, Calif. 

he trees of Hope Valley are flocked and stately. All along Forestdale Creek Road, about a 

dozen r.ailes south of Lake Tahoe, the scenery is straight out of the Hallmark ·winter collec­

tion. But don't be deceived. In the nationwide scuffle between snowmobilers and those who 

scorn them, this is contested territory. Gr "You can hear them for miles," says Debbi Wal­

dear, a champion cross-country skier and longtime local crusader against snowmobile 

traffic. Then she returns to her smooth stroke and long strides, a tiny, wiry figure gliding through pines 

on a lonely ·weekday afternoon. Her dog, Sage, bounds alongside. Gr "To sit on something and go fast," 

says Waldear, "is not at all attractive to me." Gr At the moment, thanks to a federal judg-e in Sacra­

mento, Waldear and fellow crusaders ~re down, and the snowmobilers are on top. But this battle has been 
seesawing for 12 years, and nobody ex­
pects it to end soon. If the big noise in 
Hope Valley has shown anything, it's 
that snowmobilers are from Mars and 
skiers are from Venus. 

Twenty hours after Waldear slides 
past, Pliny Olivier, a tall, gregarious man 
in a black cowboy hat, stands at the trail­
head,. unloading his trailer and getting 
ready to race his 140-horsepower Polaris 
down the same snow-covered dirt road. 

"I really don't understand cross­
country skiers," says Olivier in his Loui­
siana drawl. "I can get to a place in half 
an hour on a snowmobile that they can't 
get to unless they pack food for a week!" 

He hauls down his 485-pound ma­
chine, revs the two-stroke engine until 
he's seated in his own little emission 
cloud. Next he'll wrap his fingeri5 around 
the heated handlebars and roar down 
the road, snowflakes stinging his cheeks. 

"You know what?" he says. "This 
might be the most fun you'll ever have in 
your life." · 

A case study 
This dust-up may look like small 

change next to the snowmobile squab­
. bles in high-profile territories such as 
Yellowstone and Grand Teton national 
parks, or Minnesota's. Voyageurs Na­
tional Park For that matter, there's a 

bigger ruckus between snowmobilers 
and skiers just · up the road· in Tahoe 
Meadows, where snowmobiles lost a big 
chunk of territory three years ago and 
skiers are on the lookout for scofflaws 
riding outside the lines. 

But Hope Valley may be significant 
because it's quieter and lonelier than 
those other battlegrounds. And Waldear 
and Olivier are a big part of the picture. 

The population 6f Alpine County is 
about 1,200. More than 90% of this en­
clave in the Sierra, just south of Lake Ta -
hoe, is state or federal land. Though the 
dispute means plenty to Sorensen's Re­
sort, a historic haven for Nordic skiers on 
California Highway 88, there is no big 
money to be claimed here by either side. 

F6restdale Creek Road, which appar­
ently goes back to ranching days in the 
19th century, is in the middle of the tug of 
war. About seven miles long and 
7,500 feet above sea level, it rolls gently 
between trees for about three miles be­
fore crossing a creek and climbing 
toward a series of bowls and more-de­
manding territory. 

Its early stretches are idealfor begin­
ning skiers and snowmobilers alike. Be­
cause it usually gathers snow earlier and 

· retains it longer than other routes, it's a 
prime shortcut if you're on a snowmobile 
and headed for the backcountry. In the 
last few years, young adventurers have 

taken to hitching rides into the Blue 
Lakes region on a buddy's snowmobile, 
then launching downhill on snowboards 
or setting off on telemark skis. 

Yet there are still some winter days on 
the roadwhen not a single skier or snow­
mobiler is seen. If ever a battleground 
looked ripe for a truce, it would be this 
one, right? 

"When we took this case, that was my 
view ofit," confesses attorney Debbie Si­
vas, director of the Earthjustice Environ­
mental Law Clinic at Stanford Law 
School. Now she knows better. 

"It's nasty," says Patty Brissenden, 
who has owned Sorensen's Resort with 
her husband for 23 years. 

"The environmentalists basically 
want to eliminate the motorized commu­
nity from all public lands," says Olivier. 
Fore.stdale Creek Road, he says, "is a 
goal-line stand" for Hope Valley. 

Dividing the spoils 
Every year, the legal wrangling gets 

more cc:>mplicated. But at bottom, the ar­
gument is simple. ·some nordic sltiers 
and environmentalists, led by Waldear, 
want to move snowmobiles out of Hope 
Valley. Snowmobilers, most of whom 
don't mind sharing turf with skiers, want 
to hold onto the territory they've got. 

. The feud goes back to the early 1990s, 

when snowmobilers began turning up in 
the area in significant .numbers and the 
U.S. Forest Service started revising 
plans for how this territory should be 
used. In many ways, the tussling has 
come down to three rural roads, all of 
which go unplowed in winter. 

The motorized crowd has Blue Lakes 
Road, a· 14-mile route wher,e a state-run 
snow park welcomes snowmobiles and 
skiers alike. The muscle-powered crew 
has Burnside Lake Road, which was set 
aside more than a decade ago by Alpine 
County's supervisors and Forest Service 
officials as a motor-free playground. In 

Dl!VlIDJED CA.MPS: Cross-countrysk 
skiers are a hazard and an impediment. 

the minds of many snowmobilers, this Levi ruled that the Forest Service hasn't 
was the compromise that was supposed done nearly enough research on alleged 
to bring peace in the valley. user conflicts to justify new limits on 

Now, however, the spotlight has snowmobiles anywhere. 
moved a few miles up Highway 88 to the Not to be quieted, however, skiers 
meadows, hills and stands of pine along have turned to the U.S. 9th Circuit Court 
Forestdale Creek Road. In 1997 and in of Appeals. A decision is pending. In the 
2000, skiers sued the Forest Service, ar- meantime, Forest Service rangers, who 
guing that it wasn't doing enough to pro- say they don't have the money to pay for 
tect the interests of non-motorized research, have their hands full patrolling · 
users. But in a ruling last September, the forest, and occasionally citing snow­
U.S. District Judge David Levi rebuffed mobilers who stray into forbidden wil-
the skiers and the Forest Service. derness areas. 

First, Levi ruled, the skiers can't ex- "There is enough room to make this 
pect the feds to restrict Forestdale Creek work," says Gary Schiff, the ranger in 
Road because it was apparently a county . charge of Hope Valley and the Hum­
road before the feds ever arrived and . boldt-Toiyabe National Forest's Carson 
therefore under jurisdiction of Alpine District. "But people have to come-to the 
County's Board of Supervisors. Second, table and want to work it out." . ' 
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MUTUAL LIFTOFF: There is some peaceful coexistence in the Hope Valley 
feud. Snowmobiles and skiers, above and below, share Blue Lakes Road. 

LEADING THE CHARGE: Champion cross-country skier, 
fighting to outlaw Forestdale Creek Road to snowmobilers. "Ther 

knowledges, live in the Bay Area. For ex­
pertise in their court battles, the Friends 
rely on the nonprofit eco-law firm Earth­
justice, · formerly known as the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund.· 

Still, Waldear says, her group was 
ready to make a deal three years ago. The 
idea was to close Forestdale Creek Road 
to snowmohilP.s ch1rinD' t.hP "nlrlP<:t: 
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LEADING THE CHARGE: Champion cross-country skier Debbi Waldear, president of Friends of Hope Valley, is 
fighting to outlaw Forestdale Creek Road to snowmobilers. "There's so much fear in them about losing territory," she says. 

knowledges, live in the Bay Area. For ex­
pertise in their court battles, the Friends 
rely on the nonprofit eco-law firm Earth­
justice, formerly known as the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund.• 

Still, Waldear says, her group was 
ready to make a deal three years ago. The 
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20-mph speed limit on the most popular 
stretch of the Forestdale Creek Road. 
(Right now, snowmobilers can go as fast 
as seems "reasonable and prudent," but 
are supposed to drop down to 15 mph 
when passing a skier.) But lili;:e so many 
past compromise pitches, that's not go-
infl" tA nlaoetc-.a cnr.cn--i:rrn"\.a 



LEAD ING THE CHARGE: Champion cross-country skier Debbi Waldear, president of Friends of Hope Valley, is 
fighting to outlaw Forestdale Creek Road to snowmobilers. "There's so much fear in them about losing territory," she says. 
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_knowledges, live in the Bay Area. For ex­
pertise in their court battles, the Friends 
rely on the nonprofit eco-law firm Earth­
justice, · formerly known as the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund .. 

Still, Waldear says, her group was 
ready to make a deal three years ago. The 
idea was to close Forestdale Creek Road 
to snowmobiles during the coictest 
months but. open it in early and late win­
ter when the snow is patchy on other ac­
cess routes to the bacl{country. But 
snowmobilers hated the idea and the 
county supervisors shot it down. 

"There's so much fear in them about. 
losing territory," Waldear says of the 
snowmobilers. "It seems to bring out the 
anger. And it's definitely gotten worse." 

Pliny Olivier leans against one of his 
machines, gazing out at the woods. If 
he's not angry, he's certainly firm. 

"I made a lot of money in this life, and 
I paid a lot of taxes," he says. ''.And I own 
this land." 

He is no more native here than Wal­
dear. He gTew up poor, one of eight kids 
with a game warden dad, in the swamps 
of Louisiana. He found his way to college, 
moved to Florida, succeeded in business, 
semi-retired in his 50s, and fell in love 
with the Sierra. 

Now, at 59, he lives far from the cray­
fish and crepe myrtles in Zephyr Cove, 
Nev., along the southeast edge of Lake 
Tahoe. In seven years as a full-time resi­
dent, he's accumulated five snowmobiles 

1 and the California Nevada Snowmobile 
· Assn.'s prize as most dedicated snow-: 

mobiler of 2004. He is the president of the 
Lal{e Tahoe Snowmobile Assn., which 
claims about 60 members, most from the 
south shore of Lake Tahoe. 

~ complain about the machines' noise and lingering exhaust. Snowmobilers claim 
zwsuit seeking to ban snowmobiles was rebuffed and skiers have filed an appeal. 

Given good snow, Olivier will go riding 
three times a week. Given a chance to in­
troduce a newcomer to the sport, he'll 
block off a day, pack sandwiches, load up 
his trailer and head for the countryside. 

Tough adversary 
Asl{ Debbi Waldear how she got so 

good at skiing so fast, and you hear a clue 
to how she's persisted through a dozen 
years of snowmobile skirmishing. 

"Not everybody's really competitive. I 
am," says Waldear. "I don't lil{e losing." 

she's won eight worldwide master's 
championships. Now she lives in Mar­
kleeville, Alpine County's seat of local 

1 

government, trains promising young ski­
ers and manages the Kirkwood Cross­
Country Ski Center, a few miles outside 
Hope Valley. She thrives, she says, on the 
endurance the sport demands and the 
solitude it delivers. But she's not as alone 

"It's the most awesome nature experi-
ence you can have. There's no deer out 
here, nor bear, there's nothing to disturb. 
You're just making tracks on snow," he 
says. 

There is, however, <the exhaust. 
Though pollution hasn't been part of the 
legal wrangling, environmentalists point 
out the dirty little clouds that rise when 
someone yanks a starter cord and a 
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and you can lose [track of] people," says 
Olivier. "It's not noisy - well, they might 
think it's noisy. But it's not noisy.'' 

Competing need§ 
Flag them down on the trail, and you 

find that many snowmobilers and skiers 
play together just fine. Larry Mainberg­
er, a 70-year-old retiree from upstate 
New York, pauses on his slcts along Blue 
Lakes Road. He used to snowmobile but 
isn't up to hauling the heavy machinery 
around anymore. 

"You can hear them a long way off," 
says Mainberger. "But basically it's the 
smell of the belts burning that bothers 
most skiers. Smell that? That's the worst 
problem." Nevertheless, his prescription 
for Hope Valley is: "Leave it the way it is." 

Rob Levy, Alpine County's under­
sheriff and an avid snowmobiler in his 
off-hours, thinlrn along the same lines. 

"We don't manage by closure. We 

20-mph speed limit on the most popular 
stretch of the Forestdale Creek Road. 
(Right now, snowmobilers can go as fast 
as seems "reasonable and prudent," but 
are supposed to drop down to 15 mph 
when passing a skier.) But lilrn so many 
past compromise pitches, that's not go­
ing to please everyone. 

"I'm a snowmobiler and I frealctng 
hate cross-country skiers," says Jesse, a 
23-year-old from Stateline, Nev., who de­
clines to give a last name. "They're dan­
gerous. They're in the way." 

Slcters and snowmobilers "have to be 
separated," suggests 61-year-old Mar­
kleeville skier Jim Donald. "We just don't 
get along .... After they pass over a piece 
of ground, you can smell the oil and gas 
for hours sometimes." 

The wall comes down 
Whether or not you want them roar­

ing through your favorite woods, when 
you need to get somewhere quickly- say 
you have a medical emergency - snow­
mobiles can be handy :machines. 

A little after 3 p.m. on the day of Oliv­
ier's excursion to Forestdale Creek 
Road, the advancing hour and a worsen­
ing snowstorm drive him back to his 
SUV. He's lashing the snowmobiles to his 
trailer when a lone distraught slder 
straggles into view. 

"Can you help us?" hollers Susan Bur­
gers, 43. "We have a skier with a brol{en 
leg." 

Burgers and her friend, who live in 
Watsonville, have been maldng winter 
visits and skiing on this trail for more 
th.an a decade; in fact, they lilrn following 
the compacted snowmobile tracks. But 
today, in their _haste to get out of the 
storm, they rushed themselves. Her 
friend got tangled up and went down 
hard. 

She is down about a mile back, Bur­
gers tells Olivier, unable to ski or wall{. 
Snow is falling hard, there isn't another 
soul around and nobody can raise a cell­
phone signal. 

Olivier yanks a snowmobile back off 
the trailer an_d zooms off into the woods. 
Minutes later, he's back with 45-year-old 
Diana Deering on board, one of her legs 
twisted like a pretzel in black snow 
pants. 

Olivier, waving off her thanlrn, clears 
out room up front in his SUV so he can 
haul her to the hospital. Deering eyes the 
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idea was to close Forestdale Creek Road 
to snowmobiles during the coidest 
months but. open it in early and late win­
ter when the snow is patchy on other ac­
cess routes to the backcountry. But 
snowmobilers hated the idea and the 
county supervisors shot it down. 

"There's so much fear in them about 
losing territory," Waldear says of the 
snowmobilers. "It seems to bring out the 
anger. And it's definitely gotten worse." 

'I own this land' 
Pliny Olivier leans against one of his 

machines, gazing out at the woods. If 
he's not angry, he's certainly firm. 

"I made a lot of money in this life, and 
I paid a lot of taxes," he says. "And I own 
this land." 

He is no more native here than Wal­
dear. He gTew up poor, one of eight kids 
with a game warden dad, in the swamps 
of Louisiana. He found his way to college, 
moved to Florida, succeeded in business, 
semi-retired in his 50s, and fell in love 
with the Sierra. 

Now, at 59, he lives far from the cray­
fish and crepe myrtles in Zephyr Cove, 
Nev., along the southeast edge of Lake 
Tahoe. In seven years as a full-time resi­
dent, he's accumulated five snowmobiles 
and the California Nevada Snowmobile 
Assn.'s· prize as most dedicated snow-: 
mobiler of 2004. He is the president of the 
Lake Tahoe Snowmobile Assn., which 
claims about 60 members, most from the 
south shore ofLalrn Tahoe. 

; complain about the machines' noise and lingering exhaust. Snowmobilers claim 
rwsuit seeking to ban snowmobiles was rebuffed and skiers have filed an appeal. 

Given good snow, Olivier will go riding 
three times a week. Given a chance to in­
troduce a newcomer to the sport, he'll 
block off a day, pack sandwiches, load up 

; his trailer and head for the countryside. 

Tough adversary 
Ask Debbi Waldear how she got so 

good at skiing so fast, and you hear a clue 
to how she's persisted through a dozen 
years of snowmobile skirmishing. 

"Not everybody's really competitive. I 
am," says Waldear. "I don't like losing." 

A wiry 55-year-old who stands just 
under 5 feet tall, Waldear was not born to 
snow country. She grew up in the Bay 
Area and only arrived here in the Sierra 
after college, aiming to spend a year as a 
~1r; bum. Instead she stayed, stepped 

a pair ofnordic skis and liked the fit. 
.~Tithin two years of taking up cross­

country skiing at age 30, she was winning 
statewide competitions. Since then, 

she's won eight worldwide master's 
championships. Now she lives in Mar­
kleeville, Alpine County's seat of local . 
government, trains promising young ski- 1 

ers and manages the Kirkwo.od Cross­
Country Ski Center, a few miles outside 
Hope Valley. She thrives, she says, on the 
endurance the sport demands and the 
solitude it delivers. But she's not as alone 
as she used to be. 

Hence her other, nonpaying job as 
president of the Friends of Hope Valley. 
That group formed in the 1980s to keep a 
power-line project out of the area and 
later lobbied successfully for government 
acquisition ofland in the valley. 

Now snowmobiles dominate the 
agenda. Her group claims about 300 
members, most of whom, Waldear ac-

"It's the most awesome nature experi-
ence you can have. There's no deer out 
here, nor bear, there's nothing to disturb. 
You're Just making tracks on snow," he 
says. 

There is, however, <the exhaust. 
Though pollution hasn't been part of the 
legal wrangling, environmentalists point 
out the dirty little clouds that rise when 
someone yanks a starter cord and a 
snowmobile engine stirs to life. Olivier's 
favorite snowmobile, a Polaris, cost 
about $9,500 and carries an 800-cc en­
gine. Like most snowmobiles, it gets a lit­
tle under 10 miles per gallon. But tech­
nology is improving all the time, he 
notes, and these machines are getting 
steadily more efficient and quieter. 

"They sound loud when you stand 
right next to them. But get 75 yards away 
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and you can lose [track of] people," says 
Olivier. "It's not noisy - well, they might 
think it's noisy. But it's not noisy." 

Competing need!§ 
Flag them down on the trail, and you 

find that many snowmobilers and skiers 
play together just fine. Larry Mainberg­
er, a 70-year-old retiree from upstate 
New York, pauses on his skis along Blue 
Lakes Road. He used to snowmobile but 
isn't up to hauling the heaVY machinery 
around anymore. · 

"You can hear them a long way off," 
says Mainberger. "But basically it's the 
smell of the belts burning that bothers 
most skiers. Smell that? That's the worst . 
problem." Nevertheless, his prescription 
for Hope Valley is: "Leave it the way it is." 

Rob LeVY, Alpine County's under­
sheriff and an avid snowmobiler in his 
off-hours, thinks along the same lines. 

"We don't manage by closure. We 
manage by providing multiple opportu­
nities for follrn that are designed in such 
a way that everyone can enjoy their re­
creation experience," he says. 

· Snowmobiling, he says, has "ex­
ploded" in Alpine County. "It's a great 
sport for a lot of people .... It's going to 
continue to expand and we have to come 
up with a good plan to manage that." 

As a start, LeVY has proposed a 

ing to please everyone. 
''I'm a snowmobiler and I freaking 

hate cross-country slders," says Jesse, a 
23-year-old from Stateline, Nev., who de-. 
clines to give a last name. "They're dan­
gerous. They're in the way." 

Slders and snowmobilers "have to be 
separated," suggests 61-year-old Mar­
ldeeville skier Jim Donald. "We just don't 
get along .... After they pass over a piece 
of ground, you can smell the oil and g·as 
for hours sometimes." 

The wall comes down 
Whether or not you want them roar­

ing through your favorite woods, when 
you need to get somewhere quickly - say 
you have a medical emergency - snow­
mobiles can be handy machines. 

A little after 3 p.m. on the day of Oliv­
ier's excursion to Forestdale Creek 
Road, the advancing hour and a worsen­
ing s.nowstorm drive him bacl~ to his 
SUV. He's lashing the snowmobiles to his 
trailer when a lone distraught skier 
straggles into view. 

"Can you help us?" hollers Susan Bur­
gers, 43. "We have a slder with a broken 
leg." 

Burgers and her friend, who live in 
Watsonville, have been maldng winter 
visits and skiing on this trail for more 
th.an a decade; in fact, they lilrn following 
the compacted snowmobile traclrn. But 
today, in their .haste to get out of the 
storm, they rushed themselves. Her 
friend got tangled up and went down 
hard. 

She is down about a mile back, Bur­
gers tells Olivier, unable to ski or walk. 
Snow is falling hard, there isn't another 
soul around and nobody can raise a cell­
phone signal. 

Olivier yanks a snowmobile back off 
the trailer an.ct zooms off into the woods. 
Minutes later, he's back with 45-year-old 
Diana Deering on board, one of her legs 
twisted like a pretzel in black snow 
pants. 

Olivier, waving off her thanlrn, clears 
out room up front in his SUV so he can 
haul her to the hospital. Deering eyes the 
snowmobile. 

"I have no idea why people are at­
tracted to it," she says quietly. "But they 
are, and we have to respect that." 

Et ti t tf&1t &ft %t51@ tt &tr tti#/&¥#\P'f¼ziW§ij 

On the Web: See additional photos 
of Alpine County snowmobilers and 
cross-country skiers at latimes.com/ 
snowmobile. 



Friends of Marl(leeville seel(s full project revieW",,·:·,. 
eceo,c{) 

Gu est C&ui?;[ El'( 

On Feb. 1, the Friends of 
Markleeville again asked the board 
of supervisors to require an envi­
ronmental impact report for the 
Markleevi lie Village/Mahalee 
Lodge project which is proposed for 
downtown Markleeville by devel­
oper Tom Abdoo. This development 
includes a 25 room lodge (without a 
restaurant but with a 5,000-square- · 
foot spa and swimming pool), 49 
fractional time share cabins, and 12 
commercial/residential buildings 
totaling 25,488 square feet on 36 
acres. 

An EIR for this project is clearly 
required by California law - the 
California Environmental Quality 
Act. It is not discretionary. Our 
attorney advised the board that, 
"The administrative record contains 
substantial evidence supporting fair 
argument of significant environ­
mental impact requfring the prepa0 

ration of an EIR. The revised proj­
ect does not eliminate the signifi- 1 

cant environmental impacts that the 
Planning Commission identified in 

opinion 
:).-9 -{)5 

October 2004, nor do the mitiga­
tions {n the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration reduce the impacts to a 
less' than significant level." 

The Friends have had numerous 
concerns about the impacts of this 
vel'y large project on the. tiny town , 
. of Markleeville, concerns which we · 
have expressed at many meetings 
and in numerous letters. ;Probably 
the: most important of these has to 
do with the wastewater treatment 
and disposal plan. 'I\vo feports by a 
highly qualified engineer emphati­
cally states that as designed the plan 
will not work. He conclnded that 
"A continued lack of re~ognition of 
appropriate design methodology h 

will lead to the probable
1 
failure of 

the: wastewater system for this proj­
ect." 

I 

The board has consistently 
ignored the reports from this engi­
neer. For this l'eason I put together 
the following statement which I 
intended to read at the supei·visors' 
meeting. But county counsel essen­
tially refused to allow public com­
ment and I was not able to do so. 

. For that reason I am submitting it to 
the The Record-Courier as an opin­
ion piece so the public will under­
stand why we are doing what we 
are doing. 

"Perhaps the concern with this 
wastewater situation can be better 
understood with a b1ief review of 
the Sierra Pines Trailer Park saga in 
Woodfords. ' 

The Grand Jury Report of August 
2001 thoroughly documents that the 
people in the 30 trailers in that trail­
er court lived with a dangerously 
failing septic and leach field situa- · 
tion from around 1988, when exist­
ing documentation shows that it 
first began to be reported, until late 
2001 or 2002. Complaints were 
filed with the Alpine County Health 

Department time and time again. , ,· , 
The department made attempts to 
have the situation co11"ected without , · · , 
success. There appears to have been , · ; 
marginal involvement by the 
Lahontan Regional Quality Control • 1 

Board. But it was not until the 
board of supervisors got a commu-
nity development block grant {pub-
lic money) to replace this private :: ; : 
system in, !believe, 2002, that the 
people in the trailer court were 
finally free from the dangtfrs and 
unpleasantness that liad plagued 
them for 14' years., 1 

I believe you are also aware of 
the situation involving Sorensen's 
Resort in which the Lahontan staff 
has been tr)'.ing for years to bring 
the septic situation there into com­
pliance with the waste discharge 
permit requirements. , 

Only wh~n Sorensen's obtained 
permission from the county to dis­
charge into the South Tahoe PUD 
line does thts problem seem to be 
nearing resqlution. · 

['' 

See Review on page 5 , , , 



Revi,ew: Alpine de-{re1opft1ent 
I ; I ' . I 

Continued from page 4 : their help, yes. Total reliance, Markleeville, 'cA 96120. 
In both cases the ultimate no. i · I 

resolution to commercial waste We must know up front th'at II Nancy Thorhburg is an Alpine 
discharge problems involved I this wastewater treatment and County resident and a member 

! the county time and expense . disposal system for this project . of theJriends of Marl<leeville. 
and risk fo Alpine County tax- : will work, and that is clearlyi 
payers. In both cases resolution ' not the case right now. So more 
took many years.1n both cases information is needed and alter-
the actions of the regulatory . natives must be explored. And 
agencies responsible for cor- , these are among the things an 
recting stwh situations left ' BIR will accomplish." 
much to be desired. The Friends of Marldeeville 

Thus our concern about the are looking into pursuing fut-
questionable Markleeville Vil- ther legal action to require an 
lage plan and its possible BIR. Donations are gratefully 
impact on the people and busi- accepted at PO Box 156, 
nesses of Markleeville 

The case histories I have just 
cited demonstrate in practical 
terms why the county must not 
leave it to other regulatory 
agencies to resolve the conflict 
and enforce compliance. Enlist 

.;, 
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Franklin Pemberton is searching for ideas on· For more information or to request a 
_how to help the-ecosystem or watershed of the - project application,- call Franklin Pember-
forest- · ton at (775) 884-8150. Project proposals 

As Alpine Resource Advisory Committee I b - b ·tt d · th I t t b 
Coordinator, he has until the first week in April to may a SO e SU ml e Via e n erne Y 
receive the suggestions. doing a search for Payments to States, 

Each year counties throughout the u.s. receive under the Title 11 heading click on RACs, 
funding through the Secure Rural School and click on Alpine County and then on Pro­
Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, pose a Title II Project. Proposals should 
commonly called-.Paymentsto States. This year be submitted by April 4. 
Alpine County has about $170,000, of which 
about $50,000 was rolled over from last year, to 
be used toward the health of the Toiyabe National 
Forest or providing employment opportunities 
related to it. 

"It's a great program. It helps rural communi­
ties complete projects they otherwise might not be 
able to. I just love it," said Pemberton. 

Last year's funding included projects such as: 
Installing guard rails on the bridge over Silver 
Creek in Bear Valley; putting in temporary toilets 
at Lake Alpine; a hazardous materials box for the 
Alpine County Sheriff's Department truck; build­
ing a water tank in upper Markleeville to supply 
water for fighting fires; digging a well at the 
Hope Valley campground; $50,000 in forest t.lrin­
ning (hazardous fuels reduction) in the Grover 
Hot Springs area; and hiring a fire safe council 
coordinator, Clint Celio, to create a fire safe plan 
for the district. 

''These are all really good projects," said Pem­
berton. "These are incredibly beneficial to the 
communities." 

According to the Secure Rural School and 
Community Self~Determination Act of 2000, errch 
year from 2001-2006 the law allows counties to 
receive a payment from the federal government 

based on the state average of their top three years 
of payments from federal lands, said information 
on the Payments to States Web site. 

The act has three purposes. Besides enhancing 
forest ecosystem health and providing employ­
ment opportunities, federal funds also go toward 
helping to support roads and schools and improv­
ing cooperative relationships among federal land 
management agencies. 

Since the law is only in effect until 2006, Pem­
berton said he hopes it will be renewed when leg­
islation comes up for review. 

"Depending on the success of it, it could be 
voted down," said Pemberton. "It's gotten great 
reviews across the nation, so hopefully it won't 
be." 

The Alpine County Resource Advisory Com­
mittee is a group of 11 volunteers who were 
selected by the Secretary of Agriculture to advise 
the forest service on the use of federal funding 
allocated to the county. The members represent a 
broad section ·Of t..11.e ccm.m!lnity-includi~g,-cut-
door recreation, environmental, elected officials 
and other interests. 
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Divided 
;byaWhite 
Curtain 
■ Wmter snows cleave 
six California ~ounties 
straddling Sierra's crest. 
Toe seasonal barrier 
severs links oetween .· 

· residents on both slopes.: 
. . . 

By:ERIC BAILEY 
·~ ~tafj'Writet. 

BEAR VALLEY, calif. · '--
Each winter,. snow drapes the , i . :t:1=s°iii!t~d?:~!~ 

I ' :, (\ 'quer, cutting off one side of Cali-' 
, I ""-.: fornia from the other. Up here m 

~pine :County; ·the ... stephens 
U'i. · family: has . made' , overcoming · 
v J :- thatblockadeafrostytradition. 

;~ 'fl · . Instead of piling mto an suv 
.• ~!/ ~ 'to visit.grandparents on0 tl).e.op- . 
~ posite slope of i4e mountains;. 

each member of the clan climbs 
· 'aboard a snowmobile. 

··.·~ 
!~ 

As they have every Christmas 
and most . Thanksgivings for.· a 
dozen ye.a.rs: the kids follow Dad 

.. up snow-crusted Highway 4, over 
' · the icy crest of Ebtietts Pass and 

down to Grandma's house '.for 
turkey clinner. . . 
, • Practicality, ' not·. adventure,· 
prompts these and other wind­
wbipped .. treks. Snow closes 
Highway 4 to cars all wmter. The 1 

. alternative route· to the Sierra•~ • 
· far side is ' a circuitous seven- · 

hour ·_round· trip ,through ·four 
I: f) counties:'A snowmobile cuts the 

· f · f ~ey.~oles~thananhour~ach • 

l t Rick .stephelll!, ', a no-non-\X sense .• Alpine County sheriff's • 
sergeant . with. a . walrus muss : 

}

. 'tache,'sfuugs as ifit'sno big deal 

,.: ... . ·· . ·.: ,_· SU.ch is life m California's cleaved _ counties., 
, · · : ~eri in ·ll:l~ m~st placi~ sea-· 

son, the· state's highest r.idgeline . 
I loolllS as an ob~le to civiliza~ ' 
· .·~ tion's spread. Big winters like 

this years ruin that physical dl­
yision into a brick wall, · a sea- · 

. ~sonal shutdown that shapes life 

I 
. i 

in ways big arid insigmficant. · 1 

· · In lofty Alpfu.e County, where 
9,000-foot · peaks capped by 

. abundant sn<>w · fit the region's 
name, . package 'Clelivery firms 
#on't guarantee overnight deliv- ·. 
eryfrom one side of the county.to , 

· the other, though it's bare]y 20 . 
~es as the crow flies .. · . • · ' I 

Courts in · Markleeville, the 
county seat,. don't bother with 

. Winter jury quty for residents 
'[SeeSier::ra,P~geA19] 



THE STATE 

'IT'S FASTER': Alpine County Sheriff's Sgt.Rick Stephens 
<- zooms over snowbound highways: Summer speeds are slower. 

s 
[Sierra,from Page A1] 
who can be marooned on the 
wrong slope. A county buildmg 
official once drove 15 hours 
through two snowstorms to in-

' spect a new foundation. 
Randy Gibson, Alpine's long­

time buildmg chief, endured that 
arduous trip in the. winter of 

· 2003. He said it was not so much 
a hassle as "just another day in 
paradise." 

The disruption hits in th~ six 
counties that straddle the Sierra 
to the north and south of Lake 
Tahoe: Alpine, El Dorado, 

,. . Placer, Nevada, Sierra and Plu­
mas. Each came into being. 

- shortly · after the Gold Rush, 
.. their boundartes drawn to suit 

the need for towns and mineral 
assay offices close to the mines. 

Nancy Thornburg, a longtime 
Alpine County resident, says the 

·· county lines sprtng from an early 
- mistake, the drawing of the state 

boundary east of the Sierra: 
Folks on the Sierra's east side 

may live in California, but they 
shop and send their kids to 
school in Nevada. They watch 
Nevada TV stations. They keep 

,. abreast of Nevada politics. 
"Some idiot way back when 

drew the state boundary at the 
wildflower line on the east side 

Divided counties 
Six Northern California 
counties that straddle the 
Sierra Nevada are effectively 
split by winter snowstorms, 
making travel and commerce 
difficult. 

PLUMAS 

smrnA 

NIEVADA 

NEV. 

/··Lake 
PlACIER ·"_.: .: Tahoe 

El DORADO 

ALPINE 
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"The barrier is as much 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 

ALPINE RESCUE: Snowmobiler Chris Engelesman gets fuel on the t1 
John Craw/ord,farright, says he makes the trek seven or eight times each 

at the county buildmg depart­
ment. 

"It was pretty exhausting," he 
said. "But it sure is bortng mak­
ing that drtve in a car." 

A few years before, Paul Pe­
tersen journeyed to an Alpine 
County Chamber of Commerce 
meeting in ~l[arldeeviJle on cross­
q:iuntry skis. 

Peterson said he did the math 
and learned that it would take 
less time to ski than to drtve. So 
he packed a water bottle, some 
matches and a Swiss Army knife, 
just in case. As he set out, a local 
snowplow operator suggested he 
was crazy.· 

But the intrepid chamber 
member enjoyed some tactical 
advantages. Peterson, 46, has 
wintered in Bear Valley for three 
decades, • runs a cross-country 
ski business and knows this 
swath of the Sierra as well as he 
knows his living room. The sce­
nic 2.5-hour journey went with­
out a hitch, Peterson said. "It 
was a peak lifetime experience." 

'Some idiot way back wJ 
boundary at the wi 

on the east side instt 
should have been, up 1 

Na111cy Tlhli!llmlbl111rg, a longtime t 

evening, exhausted but happy to ag< 
be back on the side he considers s01 
a Shangri-La compared to las 
snowed-in Bear Valley. "They Ga 
don't like it over there when I tell tin 
them ancient man had enough th£ 
sense to migrate." Sti 

Stephens, the Alpine County als 
sheriff's sergeant, is that· rare we 
resident who has lived on both sn< 
sides ofthe divide. He grew up in tot 
Markleeville, where his dad ran 
the towi..ng service. But a love of wil 
snowmobile racing led him as an Sill 
adult to Bear Valley, where the . · th£ 
entire community - adults go- Ian 
ing to work, kids heading to m2 
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ALPINE RJE SCUJE: Snowmobiler Chris Engelesman gets fuel on the trail between Bear Valley and Markleeville. Alpine County Sheriff 
John Craw.f' ord, far rig ht, says he makes the trek seven or eight times each winter. · 

at the county building depart­
ment. 

''It was pretty exhausting," he 
said. ''But it sure is boring mak­
ing that drive in a car." 

A few years before, Paul Pe­
tersen journeyed to an Alpine 
County Chamber of Commerce 
meeting in Markleeville on cross­
c9untry skis. 

Peterson said he did the math 
and learned that it would take 
less time to ski than to drive. So 
he packed a water bottle, some 
matches and a SWiss Army knife, 
just in case. As he set out, a local 
snowplow operator suggested he 
was crazy. 

But the intrepid chamber 
member enjoyed some tactical 
advantages. Peterson, 46, has 
'lintered in Bear Valley for three 

decades, • runs a cross-country 
ski business and knows this 
swath of the Sierra as well as he 
knows his livi..ng room. The sce­
nic 2.5-hour journey went with­
out a hitch; Peterson said. "It 
was a pea.]{ lifetime exp~rience." 

There's plenty of precedent. 
-- - -

'Some idiot way back when drew the state 
boundary at the wildflower line 

on the east side instead of where it 
should have been) up on the summit) 

Nairacy TlliiGrn!:ii:irg, a longtime Alpine County resident 

evening, exhausted but happy to ago to serve as pit chief for his 
be back on the side he considers son, 20-year-old Luke, a racer 
a Shangri-La compared to last seen on TV at the WinterX­
snowed-in Bear Valley. "T'.aei Games. Dad still gets plenty of 
don't like it over there when I tell time on a snowmobile patrolling 
them ancient man had enough the town's snow-decked streets. 
sense to migrate." Stephens and his .two deputies 

Stephens, the P...lpille County also mat:e :runs up :Highway 4 en 
sheriff's sergeant, is that· rare weekends, rescuing. busted-up 
resident who has lived on both snowboarders and stranded 
sides of the divide. He grew up in tourists. 
Markleeville, where his dad ran "It's faster on a snowmobile in 
the towing service. But a love of winter _than driving the road in 
snowmobile racing led him as an summer," he said, notmg how 
adult to Bear Valley, where the . · the highway narrows to a single 
entire community - adults go- lane in some spots and makes 
ing to work, kids headi.YJ.g to maddeni.YJ.g switchbacks. His re­
school - gets around on the mo- cord through the snow: 22 min-

Stephen.S and Deputy Jeff Stan­
ford whizzing up the road. Luke 
Stephens tagged along for the 
trip, occasionally snaking into 
the winter wilds to whiz up peaks 
and fly off jumps. 

Over the course of a couple of 
· hours, they stopped to check on 
a three-legged bear wintering in 
a bathroom near the snowed-in 
Hermit Valley rest stop and later 
offered help to a broken-down 
snowmobiler from Sweden. 

Near Ebbetts Pass, another 
snowmobiler slowed to greet 
them. It was Sheriff John Craw­
ford. The sheriff handed over 
some department documents 
and chewed the fat with Ste-
....,.1--.~Y't:- ''T ~~":'!! ,...,.,..,.-::'!,... ,..~,...,.,,....,..... ,...,_ ,,..,.;,..,..1,...J.­
J::-'..11..1..::...1..1.o.>a ..il.J..L'U.VUVV.l. .:)C.V<C.LJ.V.1. C::.1.5,.1..1.lJ 

times a winter," said Crawford, 
whose department has almost as 
many: snowmobiles (nine) as 
sworn deputies (13). 

Crawford's worst trip was the 
day spent struggling through 
thick snow to reach the summit. 
But days like this make up for it, 
he said, gazing through sun­
glasses to where the summit and 



sha'n and send theh" kids t~ 
school in Nevada. They watch 
Nevada TV stations. T'ney keep 
abreast of Nevada politics. 

"Some idiot way back when 
drew the state bou..,.dary at the 
w:ildJ.-'lower line on the east side 
instead of where it should have 
been, up on the summit," Thorn­
burg said. "If they'd done it right 
to start with, we'd be part of Ne­
vada and everyone would be 
·happy." 

In some spots, the cultural di­
vide is deeper than the snow­

-· drifts. 
Consider that Sierra County's 

an..TJ.ual Kit and Caboodle Fair on 
the east side rarely attracts any­
one from west slope towns. Vice 
versa for the west side's annual 
mountain bike festival: 

"They've got their little world 
over there, and we've got ours," 
said Brooks Mitchell, a county 
supervisor .. "It's basically been 
that way for about 150 years." 

As brutal as 'winter driving 
conditions get in Mitchell's neck 

'° of the woods, travel is tougher to 
the south, as the Sierra peaks 
rise ever higher. Interstate 80, 
the bustling highway into Lake 
Tahoe's north shore, tops out a 
tad higher than 7,000 feet, but 

. farther south, the elevation of 
Ebbetts Pass is more thari 8,700 
feet, Sonora Pass reaches 9,600 
feet and Yosemite National 

.. Park's Tioga Pass is nearly 10,000 
feet. 

The California Department of 
cc:, Transportation shuts down the 
':-''' three passes each winter, pad­

locking metal gates at the foot of 
the highway ascent on each side 
of the Sierra, sometimes for 
more than half the year. 
· Residents greet it as a part of 

· life. And adapt. 

Los Angeles Times 

.. ----- - -- -- - --- - --.., --- ---- - -
decades, runs a cross-country 
ski business and knows this 
swath of the Sierra as well as he 
knows l1is kving room .. The sce­
nic 2.5-hour journey went with­
out a hitch, Peterson said. "It 
was a peak lifetime experience." 

There's plenty of precedent. 

sides of the divide. He grew up in tm 
Markleeville, where his dad ran 
the towing service. But a love of wi.J 
snowmobTie racing led him as an su1 
adult to Bear Valley, where the,· th, 
entire comm.unity - adults go- lar. 
ing to work, kids heading to me 
school - gets around on the mo- cm 
torized sleds. ut~ 

He_ gave up racing a few years 
l 

"The barrier is as much 
psychological as it is physical," 
said Eric Jung, a real estate 
agent in Bear Valley, located 
amid the conifers on the Sierra's , 
west slope. 

Jung knows every bend in the 
road, battling long winter drives 
during four terms on the Alpine 
County Board of Supervisors. 
The lovely journey of 40 miles 
over Ebbetts Pass :in the su..111rner 
swells to nearly 160 miles on the 
circuitous winter route. There is 
no snowmobilingfqr him: "I have 
to have my heated cocoon with 
my CD player." 

Starting in 1856, Norse immi­
gra.11t Jon Torstem.son-Rue (you 
might know him as Snowshoe 
Thompson) . delivered mail 
across the central Sierra each rr============== 

Alpine school trustee Jema 
Kimmel used to make the long 
drive across the mountains for 
board meetings (her record for 
the journey is a couple days away 
from home because she was 
snowed in). 

Then she got resourceful. 
Kimmel now spends board­
meeting night cozying up beside 
a speakerphone in the teachers' 
room of Bear Valley School as 
her peers gather in Markleeville. 
Sometimes a teacher or parent 
joins her to listen in, but "most of 
the time rm there by myself." 

Others turn resourcefulness 
in a more adventurous direction. 

Bruce Orvis, who runs the 
Bear Valley water system, 
strapped a mount.ain bike to the 
back of his snowmobile after 
Highway 4 shut down the winter 
before last. When the snowline 
faded on the Nevada side, he 
jumped on the bike to ride the 
last few miles to an appointment 

winter atop 10-foot oak skis. 
Thompson retired in Alpine 
County and became a county su-
pervisor. 

Thompson's feats were pre- . 
ceded over the millenniums by 
the winter treks of the Washoe 
Indians. If a·· storm swept in, 
tribal members sometimes 
tromped across the Sierra es­
carpment on snowshoes fash­
ioned from tree branches. 

Most .contemporary denizens 
of Alpine County-where 93% of· 
the terrain is public forest and 
the population of 1,250 is the 
smallest among California coun­
ties - forgo the snowshoes, skis 

· and snowmobiles. They either 
jump in their cars and grumble 
or don't make the trip at all. · 

"I can drive to San Francisco 
faster than I can get to Marklee­
ville," said Phil Davis, a Bear Val-
ley resident for nearly four dec-
ades. "I simply avoid it." 

Some are not so lucky. 
Leonard Turnbeaugh, Alpine 

County public works director, 
drives from his Markleev:ille of­
fice to meetings each month in 
Bear Valley. Not long ago, a 
storm forced him to reroute all 
the way to Lake Tahoe, adding at 
least 50 miles·. to an already 
lengthy trip. 

He arrived home at 9 in the 
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'IT'S FASTER': Alpine County Sheriff's Sgt. Rick Stephens 
. ,. zooms over snowbound highways'. Summer speeds are slower. 

nows 
ompli ate 

Ties 011 lopes 
[Sierra,from Page, Al] 
w~o can be marooned on the 
wrong slope. A county building 
official once drove 15 hours 
through two snowstorms to in­
spect a new foundation. 

Randy Gibson, Alpine's long­
time building chief, endured that 
arduous trip in the winter of 
2003. He said it was not so much 
a hassle as "just another day in 
paradise." · 

The disruption hits in th~ sL-.,: 
counties that straddle the Sierra 
to the north and south of Lake 
Tahoe: Alpine, El Dprado, 

- Placer, Nevada, Sierra and Plu­
mas. Each came into being. 
shortly · after the Gold Rush, 
their boundaries dravm to suit 
the need for towns and mineral 
assay offices close to the mines. 

Nancy Thornburg, a longtime 
Alpine County resident, says the 
county lines spring from an early 
mistake, the drawing of the state 
boundary east of the Sien-a. 

Folks on the Sierra's east side 
may live · in California, but they 
shop and send their kids to 
school in Nevada. They watch 
Nevada TV stations. They lceep 
abreast of Nevada politics. 

"Some idiot way back when 
drew the state boundary at the 
wildflower .line on the east side 
instead of where it should have 
been, up on the summit," Thorn­
burg said. ''If they'd done it 1ight 
to start with, w1{d be part of Ne­
vada and everyone would be 
-happy." . . . 

In some spots, the cultural di­
vide is · deeper than the snow­
drifts. 

Consider that Sien-a County's 
annual Kit and Caboodle Fair on 
the east side rarely attracts any­
one from west slope towns. Vice 
versa for the west side's annual 
mountain bike festival. 

"They've got their little world 
over there, and we've got ours," 
said Brooks· Mitchell, a county 
supervisor .. "It's basically been 
that way for about 150 years." 

As brutal as 'winter driving 
conditions get in Mitchell's neck 
of the woods, travel is tougher to 
the south, as the Sierra pealcs 
rise ever _higher. Interstate 80, 
the bustling highway into Lake 
Tahoe's north shore, tops out a 
tad higher than 7,000 feet, but 
farther south, the elevation of 
Ebbetts Pass is more than 8,700 
feet Sonora Pass reaches 9,600 
feet' and. Yosemite National. 

. Park's Tioga Pass is nearly 10,000 
feet. 

The California Department of 
Transportation shuts down the 

· three passes each winter, pad­
locking metal gates at the foot of 
the highway ascent on each side 
of the Sierra, sometimes for 
more than half the year. 

Residents greet it as apart of 
life. And adapt. . 

Divided counties 
· Six Northern California 
counties that straddle the 
Sierra Nevada are effectively 
split by winter snowstorms, 
making travel and commerce 
difficult . 

Los Angeles Times 

"The barrier is as much 
psychological. as it is physical," 
said Eric Jung, a real estate 
agent in Bear Valley, located 
amid the conifers on the Sierra's , 
west slope. 

Jung knows every b~nd in the 
road, battling long winter dri~es 
during four terms on the Alpme 
County Board of Supervisors. 
The lovely journey of 40 miles 
over Ebbetts Pass in the summer 
swells to nearly 160 miles on the 
circuitous winter route. There is 
no-snowmobiling fqr him: "I have 
to have my heated cocoon with 
my CD player." 

Alpine school trustee Jema 
Kimmel used to make the long 
drive across the mountains for 
board meetings (her record for 
the journey is a couple days away 
f:rom .home because she was 
snowed in). 
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Then she got resourceful. 
Kimmel now spends board­
meeting night cozying up beside 
a speakerphone in the teachers' 
room of Bear Valley School as 
her peers gather in Markleeville. 
Sometimes a teacher or parent 
joins her to listen in, but "most of 
the time I'm there by myself." 

Others turn resourcefulness 
in a more adventurous direction. 

Bruce Orvis, who runs the 
Bear Valley water system, 
strapped a mount.ain bike to the 

" back of his snowmobile after 
Highway 4 shut down the Winter 
before last. When the snowline 
faded on the Nevada side, he 
jumped on the bilrn to ride the 
last few mile~ to an appointment 

Photographs by ROBERT DURELL Los Angeles Times 

ALPINE RESCUE: Snowmobiler Chris Engelesman ge(sfuel on the trail between Bear Valley and Markleeville. Alpine County Sheriff 
John Crawford,f ar right1 says he makes the trelc seven or eight times each winter. · 



at the county building depart­
ment. 

"It was pretty exhausting," he 
said. "But it sure is boring mak­
ing that drive in a car." 

A. few years before, Paul Pe­
tersen journeyed to an Alpine 
County Chamber of Commerce 
meeting in Markleeville on cross­
c~mntry skis. 

Peterson said he did the math 
and learned that it would talrn 
less time to ski than to drive. So 
he packed a-water bottle, some 

· matches and a Swiss Army knife, 
just in case. As he set out, a local 
snowplow operator suggested he 
was crazy.· 

But the intrepid chamber 
member enjoyed some tactical 
advantages. Peterson, 46, has 
wintered in Bear Valley for three 
decades, • runs a cross-country 
ski business and knows. this 
swath of the Sierra as well as he · 
!mows his living room. The sce­
nic 2.5-hour journey went with­
out a hitch, Peterson said. "It 
was a peak lifetime expe,lience." 

There's plenty of precedent. 
Starting in 1856, Norse immi­
grant Jon Torsteinson-Rue (you 
might know him as Snowshoe. 
Thompson) . delivered mail 
across the central Sierra each 
winter atop 10-foot oak skis. 
Thompson retired in Alpine 
Cow1ty and became a county su­
pervisor. 

Thompson's feats were pre- . 
ceded over the millenniums by 
the winter treks of the Washoe 
Indians. If a· storm swept in, 
t1ibal members sometimes 
tromped across the Sierra es­
carpment on snowshoes fash­
ioned from tree branches. 

Most .contemporary denizens 
of Alpine County-where 93% of· 
the terrain is public forest and 
the population of 1,250 is the 
smallest among California coun­
ties - forgo the snowshoes, skis 

· and snowmobiles. They either 
jump in their cars and grumble 
or don't mal~e the trip at all. 

"I can drive to San Francisco 
faster than I can get to Marklee­
ville," said Phil Davis, a Bear Val­
ley resident for nearly four dee­
ad es. "I simply avoid it." 

Some are not so lucky. 
Leonard Turnbeaugbi, Alpine 

County public works director, 
drives from his Markleeville of­
fice to meetings each month in 
Bear Valley. Not long ago, a 
storm forced him to reroute all 
the way to Lake Tahoe, adding at 
least 50 miles to an already 
lengt11y tiip. 

He arrived home at 9 in the 

'Some idiotw£U7 back when drew the state 
boundary at the wildflower line 

on the east side instead of where it 
should have been, up on the summit.' 

Nancy Thornbl;lrg, a longtime Alpine County resident 

evening, exhausted but happy to ago to serve as pit chief for his 
be back on the side he considers son, 20-year-old Luke, a racer 
a Shangri-La compared to last seen on TV at the Winter X­
i;nowed-in Bear: Valley. "They Games. Dad still gets plenty of 
don't like it over there when I tell time on a snowmobile patrolling 
them ancient man had enough the town's snow-decked streets. 
sense to migrate." Stephens and his two deputies 

Stephens, the Alpine County also malrn runs up Highway 4 on 
sheriff's sergeant, is that··rare weekends, rescuing. busted-up 

.resident who has lived· on both snowboarders and stranded 
sides of the divide. He grew up in tourists. 
Markleeville, where his dad ran "It's faster on a snowmobile in 
the. towing service. But a love of winter _than driving the road in 
snowmobile racing led him as an summer," he said, noting how 
adult to Bear Valley, where the . · the highway narrows to a single 
entire community - adults go- lane in some· spots and makes 
ing to· work, kids heading to maddening switchbacks; His re­
school - gets around on the mo- cord through the snow: 22 min-
torized sleds. utes gate to gate. 

He gave up racing a few years One ;recent afternoon found 

Stephens and Deputy Jeff Stan­
ford whizzing up the road. Luke 
Stephens tagged along for the 
trip, occasionally snaking into 
the winter wilds to whiz up pea!IB 
and fly off jumps. 

Over the course of a couple of 
· hours, they stopped to check on 

a three-legged bear wintering in 
a bathroom near the snowed-in 
Hermit Valley rest stop and later 
offered help to a broken-down 
snowmobiler from Sweden. 

Near Ebbetts Pass, another 
snowmobiler slowed to greet 
them. It was Sheriff John Craw­
ford. The sheriff handed over 
some department documents 
and chewed the fat with Ste­
phens. "I ride over seven or eight 
times a winter," said Crawford, 
whose department has almost as 
many· snowmobiles (nine) as 
sworn deputies (13). 

Crawford's worst trip was the 
day spent struggling through 
thick snow to reach the summit. 
But days like this make up for it, 
he said, gazing through Sllil­

glasses to where the summit and 
slcy collide. 

"It sure beats driving." 



90+: Hubert 
Bruns, 91, right, 

was one of 66 in , 
the 90+ Club who 
were honored at a 

birthday party at 
the Douglas 

County Senior 
. Center-on 

Weddesday. 
' Elwoo.d Davis; 94, 

. left, old friend of . 
Bruns' and former 

Alpin·e County · 
resident now 

living in an 
assist~d-living 

home in Carson 
City, was unable 

· to attend.-

R-C.. 
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up rv1s r stall on >zoning 
by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Writer 

. . . 

make niuch sense to me;" saig should l\1:r. Abdoo be required daily checks on the progress of 
Kaiser. "Let TAC catch up with when nobody else is?" · the development, but Planning, 
us. Let's get more information Kaiser suggested moving a Director Brian Peters said if the 

The Alpine County Techni- from them." road or removing fow to seven developer fails to comply with 
cal Advisory Committee -will be · · Friends of Markleeville of the cabins that run along the .· the county, future permits could 
asked to come back with deter- member Stephen_Hibbs said he ditch, · be withheld. . · 
minations about the safety of had: sent a description of th~ "Elimin~ting all cabins one . "There's .this big hammer 
the Markleeville town ditch due project to an insurance compa- _to seven in my mind would pro- .there hanging over them," he 
to'its close proximity with the ny, and received a negative vide additional safety," _Kaiser said. · 
proposed M<1-rkleeville .Vil- response back about "having said. · Peters said there is· a 25 per~ 
lageJMahalee Lodge. small children near free-flow~ Project plans include 49 frac- cent surcharge on b\rilding per-: 

· Supervisors said during T-ues- ing water." . ,tionally-owned timeshare cab- mit fees for multifamily proj.: 
day'.s board meeting thaf more "The underwriter asked, .ins in all, a 25-room lodge and ects that could go toward1pay:' 
information is ·needed before a 'What cap they possibly be 14 commercial spaces. ing for monitoring of the proj~ 
zoning .ordinance. can be thinking?'" said Hipbs. The technical advisory com- ect'. . . . 
amended to allow the project. "I'ni ~ure l\1:r. Abdoo is going Ipittee will meet to discuss the Alpine County has never had 

Project ai::chitect Ed Williams to secure insurance coverage of _safety issues at 3:30 p.m. on an occasion to use this fee 
ofMarkleeville U.S.A.; a Neva-. his own;" said Williams. , Tuesday at Turtle Rock Park in before, he.said: 
da corporation; submitted a · Toe board will also ask the Markleeville. . According to the Californi~ 
change to the original plan. He technical advisory committee to . Results from that meeting Environmental Quality Act, it: 
proposed to move a property consider whether physical bar- will be included on the Board necessary, more fees -oan be 
line and se:ven cabins located riers need to be provided ·over of Supervisors; March 15,agen- charged to the developer,-said 
along the town ditch 5 fe.et far- the ditch: • . · - . _·, · da, along with a new resolution Peters., · · 
ther away from the ditch.' Williams· asked why the to approve a zoning, ordinance Supervisors decided to hold 

Supervisor Gunter Kaiser. developer Tom Abdoo should amendment. . off on their decision on moni~ 
said he thought the variance have to provide barriers when A resolution to monitor con- forin.g the project until the; 
was "out of sync," and he' need- no one else in thy county does. struction of· 'tffe 36-acre March 15 meeting, also .. 
ed moretechnicaiadvice before. _"Everyone near the dfrch Markleeville project was also ' '. · 
approving a zoning amendment. throughout tlie county should •Considered on Tuesday, II Jo-Rafferty can be reached at 

"If we adopt a zoning ordi- have to provide physical barri- . · It was uncertain where the jrafferty@recordcourier.com or 782~ 
nance today, amending it 'two · ers then," said Williams. '''Why funding would come from to do ·5121, ext. 213. 
months froni now doesn't 



Volunteers sought· I 

for public service 
Staff Reports 2007. 

A public member is also need­
. Alpine County is in need of ed to serve on the Family Sup-_ 

public repre~entatives· for two port and Child Abuse Prevention 
_ volunteer positions: The S_ocial · Council. This term lasts from 
Serv;ice Transportatio11 Advisory Jan. 1, 2005 through·Dec. 31;, 
Council is searching for a senior.· '.2006. ·For an: application, call the 

· to serve a term thatbeganJulyl, county clerk's office at (530) 
2004 and~ last through June 694-2281. 

. 50+ Club goes 
bowling io Ranchos • 

. , . . . 

Planning Commission 
.meets Thursday · . 

· On Feb. 23, senior bus riders The Alpine County Planning 
. will be going bo_wling at the Sil.:. · C6mmission meeting will take . 

BRIE .. f·._s-. ver Strike in placeat6p.m. Thursday at Tur~ 
· the · Gard- tle Rock Park in Markleeville. 
nerville Ran- . ' 

. bers of the' 50:h~l~b·~:~;. _State position open 
' ' f f ~ 

_Alpine County Health and 
I Human Services at l0·a.ni. The, 

cost is $10 to bowl, eatand ride, 
or $5 for nonbowlers for pizza 
and bus fare. For more informa­
tion, call Sherri Dennis at 
Health and Human Services, 
(530)694-2235. 

The State of California 
. Department of Parks and Recre­
ation is offering an examination 
for a pool lifeguard at Grover's 
Ho,t Springs. The. exam will ' 
take place at 1416 .9th St. Room . 

.1018 .Sacramento, · Calif. 
95814. Call (916) 653-9_685. 

Yard ·sale on Saturday _ Sno Park permits are 
A going out of busines,s yard. still available 

sale will take ,place 9 a,m; to 5 
. p.m. Saturday at ,the Alpine 
Children's Center, 49·Hawkside · 
Drive ·in-Wood.fords. For:more. 
information, call Edie or Jo at 
(530) 694-2390·or (530) 694-
2034. . 

· AA to meet 

Sno Park pem:rits are available 
unti~ May 30. The c·ost is $5 
daily and $25 seaso~. Purchase 
permits at the Alpine County 
Visitors. Center, Sorensen's and 
Woodfords Station. 

Senior trip to Qeno 
Alcoholics Alionyp10us will Senio_rs are going to the El , I 

meet at 7 p:m, Tuesday at the . Dorado in Reno for a dinner ' 
Bea:r Valley Library. buffet and to see Siegfried & 1 

Roy presents Darren Romeo in 
"The Voice of Magic." The bus , 
leaves Alpine County Health · · I 

Book ch•~· meeting. ·_ 
The. book -~lub is meeting at 

12 .p.m. Wednesday at the 
Mark:ieeville Library. , 

and Human Servkes at 1:45 
p.m. on _Feb . .24. Call Sherri. 
Dennis at (530) 69~-2235. 



PeaCe .and·crime.·iri 
r I,,,' ~ '. ' i, ',', ?' : I •, 

, · . , . ,·· i . \ ' ' I 

State's tin]est cptlflty .. • 
. DA's days busiet ... 
· .'thah yo1J'd-~xp~c( 

. . ,, ' i'' ' 

,;,''' ,, ;, . _, ' ,: ' 

. , ' · b{;,,•i•'j?:$4'.'~\{; ;:,'.•:••Hr:\,.·:,,~;; ;;c:J::0::\•f<~''(.'~X->g;,,;Nz:o'/ il 

.. :: Alpine :Co40t/s'wild past· · · . 
·\ ,", •• ' ·, ',.":\' •. : ;• 'I I.:",.. ' 

· .. · ----· s:ee Sierra·Scene • 1C·.· , ... , , . , . ,., . . . ·, I .. 

By -Willil;m:i Ferch land , i ·· : .· . 1 , 

Tribune staff writer . , only staff II).em.b'er in the offic.e: . , _.', ' • 

MARKLEEVILLE ;_ The o'ffi~e, ! ',W~ ½ke :~at sometimes ~o(,Ric'nl:' 
was a bit difficult to find. Before the' , ,, m.ond, d1stnct ~ttorney of Alpme C01;m~ 
r~centmove, the'Al,j:Hne County district· ,: ty, pdpul?tion, },209 according to .a 
attorp.ey's' i~rk ,'St~tioii, was ,a1 cubby<. 2003 , estnn,ate by :the U.S. Census: 
hole. of an office in the old, but_ visible, . Bµreau. , , , . . . . . . , . , , ,· .. , , , . 
courthouse in Matk:leeyille.. : . \ , ~ ~~e-Je1*: des~npt10n of .Ri~h-, ,', , 

1 
'.1 , ,; 1 ' , , 1 '' '· ' 

1 
•·· ' ··• , • ' Dan Thrift/ Tahoe Dally Tribun~ 

. With, the help of directions supplied i:n~nd CC>ul4, )e. a' fi~h' 011~ of water: . \/\Jill' ~ichm:orid in th~ ~a,~efully decorated Alpine County c~u~~()O~. ' ' 
by the .chamber of corumerce,. wm. , _Raised and edqcated,m the Bay.Area; , 1 . .. . , ., . : . . ,, ., .• . . , , , , , 
Richriiorid, a district : attorrieyJri soli~ ' Richmond rec\eiv'ed ;his undergraduate · ·. , and private. pradice. in othe~ counties, spectrum: of what a distric't.atforney 

'' I 

'tude froni prosecuting.in theJ~ast pop- . · .. · d~gree: froiµ Stanf~rd Uniyersity.' ~e , 'allowed .Richmond. 1(0' perform' his ·. · might do: You,,have cases ofl,l.lf kl.nds, 
ulated: Califotni,a county, :\V;ils fo4nd in . · went to law s.cho0lm San· Ftanci~~Q. at duties as distp.ct attopiey. of, Alpine here but they dqn't occt\!." in the same .. 
a recti)'.ngle0 shaped offjce on' a side · UC Hastings College of the Law: .: : . ' County. ' · 'volume'"·' · ·. :,. · •. , ' , · · 
str~et_,' , ,I , . • . , , . • : i/, : ·, >· , ', · . • , · ·. 011: .Jqne 26; 1 ~69, he was, !\Omitted· · · . · "Itwould be a really diffi,cµlt place · ·,·. Four y~ars ~go,.ili¢re:~ete·~bb~t 150 ' 

.. He was on' ~e' phone:, 'Ail' ;iss_istant , . · in_to the' St.ate Barof Calif?rniai. , . · >. ,• to learn, ycmr. t_~ad~ as. a pro·s~qt1tot .or . cas~s; Rjchµlom.l • said;',Nbwif s about 
was. go:n.~, waµting ,to tfie, courthouse· a: . • .· · Tlle 36 y~ars of ~xpenence u;r law, : . , lawyer/ he _srui:l. , 'There: 1s111t enough : : 1 < ,:, 1 

few·. :bi?9ld , a\v,~y;;leayi~i :h~rii-as : th{) . . : ,: ',yr~c~ ',s~rt. hi11;1,t6 ·. Sl;Ult,a · P~a C?'lmty , .. : _oj:>portuwty to be exposed, , to.· the fu]). ·. U~(Y,:f~ie A15 · .. 



I 
. . . . . . . . . Dan Thrift/fahoe Daily Tribune I 

A beli is used-to alert Richmond to. a vi,sitor to·hi_s office . 

·.County 
From PageA1 

. collided .with. a _skier and was charged 
with assault and battery, Richmond 
said .. The impact contained so· much 
force that the skier; a Santa Cruz sur-

·.400.. . . . . . .· . . geon, h~d · trouble holding medical 
instruments. · · While· there is· the absence of chief, 

assistant or . deputy district attorneys, 
Richmond does receive help. from 
Karen Dustman. The hol1er of· many· 
_titles, :including legal services specialist 
and victim and witness coordin;;ttor, 
Dustman has a law degree and is able to 
fill in for Richmond when necessary: · · 

~ot surprisingly, .crime here typically 
r~volves around the county's two ski 
resorts, Kirkwood and Bear Valley. A. 
Kirkwood employee ple:;ided guilty to pne. 
count of forcible rape earlie;r this month. 
~-· Last year a snowboarcj.er at Kirkwood , . . 

Then there was a case of snowmobil-
'ers riding while drunk. · . . . 

.. Misdemeanors reign. Theft, ski pass 
fraud, trespassing and public· intoxica~ 
tion occur frequently in the winter. An 
ice fisherman ·might_.be charged with 
having an extra: pole in the water. 

"You think you're huddled over your 
holein ~e ice and _nobody is going to : 
care;" Richmond said., · · 

· In the summyr, cases involve con- , 
structt.· on ~atters such as. pollution and.

1

1 

illegal development· . 
. . . I 
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Dan Thrift/Tahoe Daily Tribune 

Karen Dustman holds many titles and fills in for the Alpine County district attorney. wh~n he's .not around. 
. . . 

•. "Ifs a slowed-down pace, buf'when The woman was,charged with assault Ri~hmond's life embraces the outdoors 
you put it all together it's not quite as causing great bodily injury but was · .and the rustic .. 
· laid back as ev~rypody thinks," said .. released from custody; She did not · ' His house rests in a forest ari.d is pow:: 

. Alpine County Superior Cqurt Judge . :i;eturn to court . and· is · wanted by• .the ered by sun and wind. It has no phone 
• Richard Specchio, who·. shares duties I county to face the charges:'- , - but there is one spot that provides serv-. 
· yVith Presiding Judge David Devore. . "I'd love to find her still," said Hem~ .. ice for a cell phone, albeit with static. 

···· Colle.en Hemingway · remembered . ingway, who lives in the Carson Valley. ·. He has an urge to end his cable service, 
prosecutini .· many .drunken driving " ··• While. Sierra County shares the dis~ yet that would mean an end to watching 
cases when _she-was Alpine County's · tinctloi:J. of having a one-person district Stanford basketball games. · · · 
di~trict attornef in the late ~990s. . . attorney's office; Hemingway said mem- . El Dorado ('.ounty Assistant District . 
. One case in particular is stored well bers of the California District Attorneys Attorney Hans Uthe has worked .with ' 
in her memory; A woman drivihg to the"' Association treated her "like their little Richmond on several occasions. . 
Bay Area tailgated another woman on . sister which I thoµght was fun." . . . '"He 'is professional, ethical, expeti­
Highway 88. After· a couple miles, the· .·· As a prosecutor with other counties, enced and just all .around very 1mowl­
driver in front pulled tq the shoulder. . Richmond was envious of_ the Alpine edgeable about his profession, and, I 
But instead of passing, the woman also · County position. As a circuit'prosecutor think the people of Alpine County 
pulled to the side, got out and pounded on environment issues, which basically . s!J,ould_be very pleased.to have someone 
• the driver's headi:nto the car; Heming:.. , allowed hin;t to pro~ecute cases involv- ·of that caliber holding that office over 
way said. · · ing· erosion, str~am zones and the )ike, there," he said. · 
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Alpine Cou111ty District At1l:omey Wm ~id11m@ll1ldl, (Q)ll.lil:sidle ithie corn1hi(Q)ll.1Se, serves Cailifomia's smallest C(Q)ll.lrrnty. 
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Alpine County District Attorney Will Richmond, ·outside the courthouse, serves California's :imallest county. : 

law in a land of strea~ meadOW$i,ski slopes 
, . ' . . 

. Alpine c .. o. unty co. urtr.,oom brings nostalgia only one wlio sat still was the judgfs· 
niece, Weitzenberg said. . ' 

By William Ferchland 
Tribune staff writer 

ties," he said. "I jumped at the chance to During . the jury's deliberatiqn, 
become the Alpine· County district attor- Weitzenberg fly-fished in his suit at the 
ney." · · East Fork Carson River; which runs next 

MARKLEEVILLE - The only The.county, with its 743 ·square miles · to the courthouse. 
courthouse in Alpine County holds four . of mostly pristine meadows, fishable And,· in the first time in history, the 
jury trials each year. The blue synthetic lakes ;ind craggy wilderness, creates jury sided with the plaintiff, a win for the 
leather seats show no ·sign of wear,' many memories. Private practice attor- Sonoma County attorney and his client, 
· unlike the enclosed law books dating ney Bart Weitzenberg brightens at_ his he said. · · 
back to the 19th century that adotn the own. . ''That case is not only the most umque 
surrounding back walls in glass book- In Weitzenberg's arsenal of attorney · · case I ever tried but the most unique case 
cases. · · · stories, it raoks at the very top and has · 

..... Lawin a town·<if 1;200 can be scarce : not beeh'matchedby colleagueidn'more'·.:... 
and memorable. Pull it back to a county than three decades of practicing law. 
·of·l,200 people and you get s_omething It was an ~pine County c·ase, about 
more historic, visceral and unique. 15 years ago, the Sonoma County atfor-

formed in 1864, Alpine County is the ney recallecj.. It was a nQncriminal mat-
smallest county in California based on tei: . · . . 
its population. Two ski resorts, Kirk- Two skie~s were enjoying Kirkwood 
wood Mountain Resort in the north and Meadows_ when they hit an unseen cliff, 

. Bear Valley in .the south, balloon that Weitzenberg sued Kirkwood Moun-
population with :visitors and part-time tain Resort :for not installing boundaries .. 
employees. At the onset, the case was the strangest 

As ·the only ·county exempt from the •.-· he experienced, he said. · · 
one-day/one-trial jury system, each sea-· "It was a time warp back to the days · 
son has a week designated for a jury of the old Wild West," lie said. ''The 
trial. In, winter, when. Highway 4 is judge ran ciut of prospective jurors ·to 

· closed between . the county · seat'; choose from and y;re needed some moie 
Mai:kleeville, and Bear Valley, residents so he utilized a stature rarefy _used,any­
who cannot travel to Markleeville are inore and authorizea the courtroom· 
excused from duty. · bailiff to·go·out and round µp citizens of · 

Will Richmond, ·the county's district the county as prospective juror$." • 
attorney, enjoys his job since it allows Barflies and diners at the former Cut-. 
him to also work as a circuit prosecutor• throat Saloon, ice fishermen _and bank 
in other.counties handling environmen- tellers and their customers were rounded 
tal issues. up. When ~e judge asked if there was 

anybody has heard," he said. . 
Richmond said, those times have 

passed. . 
"We're· riot pulling people out the bars 

fot our juries anymore," he said. . 
But the small-town charm is there. 

· Alpine- County: Superior Court Judge 
~chard Specchio said divorces are prin­
imal. . . 
· ''Its just .a beautiful . little town," he 

said. ''It just has the nicest people in the· 
. world; a real cohesion over there:" 

''I came into the mountains to do envi- any reason . for them . not tb serve as 
ronnient work for a coll~ction of corin-_ jurors, all but one i:aised their hand. The · Richmond in :i:he tastefully decorated Alpine County courtroom. 



Richmond is reflected in the law boolccabinetry housing publications dating b~ck t9. · 
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BY WILLIAlvI FERCHLAND 
Nevada Appeal News Service 

IVIARKLEEV1LLE - The only 
courthouse in Alpine County 
holds four jury trials each year. The 
blue synthetic leather seats show 
no sign of wear, unlike the 
enclosed law books dating back to 
the 19th century that adorn the 
surrounding back walls in glass 
bookcases. 

Law in a town of 1,200 can be 
scarce and memorable. Pull it 
back to a county of 1,200 people 
and you get something more his­
toric, visceral and unique. 

Formed in 1864, Alpine County 
is the smallest county in California 
based on its population. Two ski 
resorts, Kirkwood Mountain 
Resort in the north and Bear Valley 
in the south, balloon that popula­
tion with visitors and part-time 
employees. 

As the only county exempt from 
the one-day/one-trialjury system, 
each season has a week designat­
ed for a jury trial. In winter, when 
Highway 4 is closed between the 
county seat, Marldeeville, and Bear 
Valley, residents who cannot travel 
to Markleeville are excused from 
duty. ·-

Will Richmond, the county's 
district attorney, enjoys his job 
since it allows him to also work as 
a circuit prosecutor in other coun­
ties handling environmental 
issues. 

"I came into the mountains to 
do environment work for a collec­
tion of counties," he said. "I 
jumped at the chance to become 
the Alpine County district attor­
ney." 

The county, with its 743 square 
miles of mostly pristine meadows, 
fishable lakes and craggy wilder­
ness, creates many memories. Pri­
vate practice attorney Bart 
Weitzenberg brightens at his own. 

In Weitzenberg's arsenal of 
attorney stories, it ranks at the very 
top and has not been matched by 
colleagues in more than three 
decades of practicing law, , 

It was an Alpine County case, 
about 15 years ago, the Sonoma 

County attorney recalled. It was a 
noncriminal matter. 

Two slders were enjoying Kirk~ 
wood Meadows when they hit an 
unseen cliff. 

Weitzenberg sued Kirkwood 
Mount;tin Resort for not installing 
boundaries. At the onset, the case 
was the strangest he experienced, 
he said. 

"It was a time wa..rp back to t.11e 
days of the old Wild West," he said. 
"The judge ran out of prospective 
jurors to choose from and we 
needed.some more so he utilized a 
statute rarely used anymore and 
authorized the courtroom bailiff to 
go out and round up citizens of 
the. county as prospective jurors." 

Barflies and diners at the for­
mer Cutthroat Saloon, ice fisher­
men and bank tellers and their 
customers were rounded up. 
When the judge asked if there was 
any reason for them not to serve as 
jurors, all bu( one raised their 
hand. The only one who sat still 

NcVATYl /Jrn:YJL­
c.i - J_o'-cJ5-

s, 
nd skiing 

Former 
Alpine 
County 
Judge 
Will 
Rich­
mond 
enters 
the 
Alpine 
County 
Court­
house. 

DAN THRIFT 
APPEAL 
NEWS 
SERVICE 

was the judge's niece, Weitzenberg 
said. ' -

During the jury's deliberation, 
Weitzenberg fly-fished in his suit at 
the East Fork Carson River, which 
runs next to the courthouse. _ 
· And, in the first time in history, 

'the jury sided with the plaintiff, a 
win for the Sonoma County attor­
ney and his_ client, he said. 

"That case is not only-the most" 
unique case I ever tried but the 
most unique case anybody has 
heard," he said. 

Richmond said those times 
have passed. 

"We're not pulling people out 
the bars for our juries anymore," 
he said. 

But the small-town charm is 
there. Alpine County Superior 
Court Judge Richard Specchio said 
divorces are minimal. 

"Its j:ust a beautiful little town," 
he said. "It just has the nicest peo­
ple in the world; a real cohesion 
over there." · 
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: High Sierra county cut in half in winter 
:: By Eric Bailey 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 

winter jury duty for residents 
who can be marooned on the 
wrong slope. A county build­

:' BEAR VALLEY - Each ing official once drove 15 
. winter, snow drapes the shoul- · hours through two snow­
, ders of the Sierra Nevada with storms to inspect a new foun-

drifts that divide and conquer, dation. 
-, cutting off one side of Califor- Randy Gibson, Alpine's 

nia from the other. Up here in longtime building chief, en-
- Alpine County, the Stephens <lured that arduous trip in the 
· family has made overcoming winter of 2003. He said it was 
· thatblockadeafrostytradition. not so much a hassle as "just 
: Instead of piling into an SUV another day in paradise:' 
r, to visit grandparents on the op- The disruption hits in the 
\ posite slope of the mountains, six counties that straddle the 
· each member of the clan Sierra to the north and south 
c climbs aboard a snowmobile. of Lake Tahoe: Alpine; El Do­
i As they have every Christ- rado, Placer, Nevada, Sierra 
~ masandmostThanksgivings and Plumas. Each came into 
- for a dozen years, the kids fol- being shortly after the Gold 
;. low Dad up the snow-crusted Rush, their boundaries drawn 
· state Route 4, over the icy to suit the need for towns and 
- crest of Ebbetts Pass and mineral assay offices close to 

down to Grandma's house for the mines. 
~ turkeyoinner. Nancy Thornburg, a long­
;; Practicality, not adventure, time Alpine County resident, 
- promptstheseandotherwind- says the county lines spring 
' whipped treks. Snow closes from an early mistake, the 
· Route 4 to cars all winter. The drawing of the state boundary 
- alternative route to the Sier- east of the Sierra 

ra'sfarsideisacircuitoussev- Folks on the Sierra's east 
. en-hour round trip through side may live in California, but 
;. four counties. A snowmobile they shop and send their kids 
. cuts the journey to less than to school in Nevada. They 
, an hour each way. watch Nevada TV stations. 
;, Rick Stephens, a no- They keep abreast of Nevada 
• nonsense Alpine County sher- politics. 
'iff's sergeant with a walrus "Some idiot way back when 
mustache, shrugs as if it's no drew the state boundary at 

; big deal. Such is life in Cali- the wildflower line on the east 
' fornia's cleaved counties. side instead of where it should 
· Even in the most placid sea- - fl.avebeen,-.up on the summit," 
. son, the state's highest ridge- Thornburg said. "If they'd 
, line looms as an obstacJe to done it right to start with, 
· civilization's spread Big win- · we'd be part of Nevada and 
1 ters like this year's turn that everyone would be happy." 
: physical division into a brick In some spots, the cultural 
: wall,aseasonalshutdown that divide is deeper than the 
· shapes life in ways big and in- snowdrifts. 
, significant. Consider that Sierra Coun-
1 In lofty Alpine County, ty's annual Kit and Caboodle 
: where9,000-footpeakscapped fair on the east side rarely at­
' by abundant snow fit the re- tracts anyone from west slope 
gion's name, package delivery towns. Vice versa for the west 
firms won't guarantee side's annual mountain bike 
overnight delivery from one festival. · 

. sideofthecountytotheother, "They've got their little 
though it's barely 20 miles as world over there, and we've 
the crow flies. got ours," said Brooks 

Courts in Markleeville, the Mitchell, a county supervisor. 
county seat, don't bother with 

"It's basically been that way 
for about 150 years." 

As brutal as winter driving 
conditions get in Mitchell's 
neck of the woods, travel is 
tougher to the south, as the 
Sierra peaks rise ever higher. 
Interstate 80, the bustling 
highway into Lake Tahoe's 
north shore, tops out a tad 
higherthan 7,000 feet, but far­
ther south, the elevation of 
Ebbetts Pass is more than 
8,700 feet, Sonora Pass reach­
es 9,600 feet and Yosemite Na­
tional Park's Tioga Pass is 
nearly 10,000 feet. 

The California Department 
of Transportation shuts down 
the three passes each winter, 
padlocking metal gates at the 
foot of the highway ascent on 
each side of the Sierra, some­
times for more than half the 
year. 

Residents greet it as a part 
of life. And adapt. 

"The barrier is as much psy­
chological as it is pLysical," 
said Eric Jung, a real estate 
agent in Bear Valley, located 
amid the conifers on the Sier­
ra's west slope . 

Jung knows every bend in 
the road battling long winter 
drives during four terms on 
the Alpine County Board of 
Supervisors. The lovely jour­
ney of 40 miles over Ebbetts 
Pass in the summer swells to 
nearly 160 miles on the cir­
cuitous winter route. There is 
no snowmobiling for him: "I 
have to have my heated co­
coon with my CD player." 

Alpine school trusteeJema 
Kimmel used to make the 
long drive across the moun­
tains for board meetings (her 
record for the journey is a cou­
ple days away from home be­
cause she was snowed in). 

Then she got resourceful. 
Kimmel now spends board­
meeting night cozying up be­
side a speakerphone in the 
teachers' room of Bear Valley 
School as her peers gather in 
Markleeville. Sometimes a 
teacher or parent joins her to 

Snowmobiler Chris E1 
John Crawford, far ri 

listen in, but "mos1 
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S11owmobi!er Chris Engelesma11 gets fuel on the trail between Bear Valley and Markleeville. Alpine County Sheriff 
John Crawford, far right, says he makes the trek seven or eight times each winter. 

listen in, but "most of the time 
I'm there by myself." 

Others turn resourcefulness 
in a more adventurous direc­
tion. 

Bruce Orvis, who runs the 
Bear Valley water system, 
strapped a mountain bike to 
the back of his snowmobile af­
ter Route 4 shut down the win­
ter before last. When the 
snowline faded on the Nevada 
side, he jumped on the bike to 
ride the last few miles to an 
appointment at the county 
building department. 

"It wa:s pretty exhausting," 
he said. ''But it sure is boring 
making that drive in a car." 

A few years before, Paul Pe­
tersen journeyed to an Alpine 
County Chamber of Com­
merce meeting in 
Markleeville on cross-country 
skis. 

Peterson said he did the 
math and learned that it 
would take less time to ski 
than to drive. So he packed a 
water bottle, some matches 
and a Swiss Army knife, just 
in case. As he set out, a local 
snowplow operator suggested 
he was crazy. 

But the intrepid chamber 
member enjoyed some tactical 

advantages. Peterson, 46, has 
wintered in Bear Valley for 
three decades, runs a cross­
coun try ski business and 
knows this swath of the Sier­
ra as well as he knows his liv­
ing room The scenic 2.5-hour 
journey went without a hitch, 
Peterson said. "It was a peak 
lifetime experience." 

Most contemporary 
denizens of Alpine County -
where 93 percent of the ter­
rain is public forest and the 
population of 1,250 is the 
smallest among California 
counties - forgo the snow­
shoes, skis and snowmobiles. 
They either jump in their cars 
and grumble or don't make 
the trip at all 

"I can drive to San Francis­
co faster than I can get to 
Markleeville," said Phil Davis, 
a Bear Valley resident for 
nearly four decades. "I simply 
avoid it." 

Some are not so lucky. 
Leonard Turnbeaugh, 

Alpine County public works 
director, drives from his 
Markleeville office to meet­
ings each month in Bear Val­
ley. Not long ago, a storm 
forced him to reroute all the 
way to Lake Tahoe, adding at 

least 50 miles to an already 
lengthy trip. 

He arrived home at 9 in the 
evening, exhausted but happy 
to be back on the side he con­
siders a Shangri-La compared 
to snowed-in Bear Valley. 
"They don't like it over there 
when I tell them ancient man 
had enough sense to migrate." 

Stephens, the Alpine Coun­
ty sheriffs sergeant, has lived 
on both sides of the divide. He 
grew up in Markleeville, 
where his dad ran the towing 
service. But a love of snowmo­
bile racing led him as an adult 
to Bear Valley, where the en­
tire community - adults go­
ing to work, kids heading to 
school - gets around on the 
motorized sleds. 

He gave up racing a few 
years ago to serve as pit chief 
for his son, 20-year-old Luke, a 
racer last seen on TV at the 
Winter X-Games. Dad still 
gets plenty of time on a snow­
mobile patrolling the town's 
snow-decked streets. 
Stephens and his two deputies 
also make runs up Route 4 on 
weekends, rescuing busted-up 
snowboarders and stranded 
tourists. 
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· · · · . . · . · . " . · SHANNON LITVThe R-C 
50-plus Club: Dolores Clark of Alpine Co~nty bowls· at the Silver Strike Lanes in the.Gard- .. 
neNille Ranchos on Wednesday. Clark is a member of the· 50-plus·c1ub in Alpine County. · 

. :For more_ information .on the program call Sherri Dennis at Alpine County Health' and 

. rJumah Ser:vice.s, (530) 694-2235. · · · · 



Diamond Valley students hitthe slopes · 
By Teddy Williams 

· Special to the R,:c 

~ o· uring the month of late .. 
,· . January into February 

· the entire Diamond Val-
ley School welit up to ~Icwood for fim:-filleddays of cro.ss . 

, country skiing. The ~chools dif- · 
' ferent grade~ went up fu groups. 

During the 6-Sth grade trips 
we went up in one big group 
and did some of the harder · 
trails, like Agony. That was • 

, eventually rewarded by a fun 
:.- downhill slope called Ecstasy. 
· After going ~or a long ·ski trip 

· we get to eat a great lup,ch and· 
then have free time. During free. 
time we can either stay on· the ; : 

: . starting· hill and Jµst mess 
around there or we can take one 
of the maniexciting.trails su~h . 
as. the Snowshoe· Thomson trail·: 
~here'you re~d about the life of 

: Snowshoe Thomson who . 
· brought mail and other· things . 

between here and Placerville. · · . 
A special tha,riks toAndy . 

. Lovell who went up to tlie · · 
mountain:with. every group, our 
awesome bus drivers Harold, . 

.Provided 'by Diamond Valley School -
Winter wonders: .. Phoebe· Hamilton, left and Taylor Emby_ par­
ticipated in cross country skiing a~ Kirkwood Resort. . _ .. 

P~te,,._and Leonard drove the .. equipment _ 
kids to and from Kirkwood, and.· · So even if you didn't ha'1'e 
· al1: the teacher, parent cl!a~er- yo~ own equipment; for a frac-

. ones and ski instructors that .·. tion of the cost the bus could 
spent their time with us. tak¢ you skiing. ' 

· This week was ski we~k . 
where Kirkwood hostedDia~ . 
mond Valley Schoolstudents at. 
reduced priced ski.tickets arid 

II TeddyWilliams is an eighth­
grader at Diamond Valley School 
in Woodfords, Calif. · · 

_I 



St. Patrick's Dav party · 
Alpine County Historical 

Society is · celebrating St; . 
Patrick's Day with a party on 

March 17 at Turtle_ Rock Park. torical Society will provide 
.No-host social hour will be at corned beef and cabbage. Pai-
5:30 p,m., dinner at 6:15 p,m. ticipants are asked to bring an 
and.a short general-meyting at 7 - appetizer, -salad, bre~ci ·9r 
p.m. This is in place of Febru- . dessert; For information, call 
ary's general meeting. The His- 1:1:le Historical Society at (530) 

the upcoming Tour of the Alps I 
---:- I>ea~h Rid~ on July 9. in , 
Markleeville, ·calif. are avail~ -1 

able; Contact Death Ride nian- ·· 
The ~pine,_County Board of . ager Joe _Marzocco _ _ at i 

Supervisors will meet _a~ .9 a.m. info@deathride.con:L· 

. :" _ BRIE. F-· s· . Tuesday in ~he_ ·1' 

Board of Supervisors 
: ~. meeting l'Qesdav 

: e. . County Admm- _. 
~lYII"'~~. ·• istrative Offfoe 1 

_ B uHding . in 
Markleeville, Calif, . · · 

Continued updates will be 
<, presented ·by U.S. ·Forest Ser­

. I.: . vice representatives arid on the' 
C ~ BearValley Summer Recreation 

- F'rogram. The board could 
_. decide on priorities for the plan.:. 

__ nirig· department. . · · · , --
- .: - . Transfer of property for con-- , 
,. ·structiori of.a new USFS guard 
. · · sui.tioi:i could be approved: 

'i Chamber of Commerce 
., :10· meet on: March 16 •·: -- . 

' ·. 
•· -.: · The Alpine -dounty ·Chamber·': 

of Commerce· will meet af5:30 . 
p.in:Marcb.16 at Turtle.Rock. 

-. , •.. Park in Markleeville, -Calif.--: 
;; chamber in.embers-and families 
.:..:··are invited.' Membe~s can·show~ 
t: ·case their businesses with table 
f; top:displays,' For. j.nfopnation,. 

· ,,: -call (530) 694-2317. -- - . 
\":+ . . ' . . . . 

_-~::Volunteers needed 
~.i:, . . . . . • . 

7;_. . ' 
: .. • . Volunteer opportunities 'for . 
..:.""~' _.-: .. --~-:- ___ '.--··· _. 

69,4-2317~ 

■ Call Jp Rafferty at 782-5121 ·­
or e-mail jrafferty@recordcoi.Jri-

-. er.com with Alpine Copnty story 
ideas or suggestions. 



Nancy Thornburg 

From: 
1: 

..... ent: 

"Nancy Thornburg" <nthornburg@gbis.com> 
"William Ferchland" <wferchland@tahoedailytribune.com> 
Monday, February 28, 2005 4:38 PM 

Subject: Re: Fwd(2): Letter to the Editor 

Caption to photo: Will Richmond, who is a fine DA, is not and never has 
been an Alpine County Judge. 
PP1. The court may hold any number of trials in a year. Trials are 
scheduled during four months of the year. 

The "blue synthetic leather seats snow no sign of wear'' because 
they are practically brand new. 
PP2. I hope you were not implying that law in a county of 1,200 people 
"can be scarce and memorable". We tend to take pride in our law enforcement 
personnel and our court system. 

What do you mean by "more historic, visceral and unique" ? 
PP7 Alpine County has 776 square miles, not 7 43 ("Alpine Heritage") 
square miles. Actually, most of it is in forest land, mostly US Forest 
Service and some BLM. 

Who is Bart Weitzenberg? If he has "an arsenal of attorney 
stories", some or many concerning Alpine County, it would be very nice if he 
would share them with our local history collectors. His stories have not 
been matched by his colleagues in what way? 
PP10 It seems unlikely that skiers would "hit an unseen cliff'. 
PP13 Barflies and diners at the local saloon are certainly not the only 
... -,spective jurors that were sought when they ran out of summoned jurors. 

fishermen would probably not be very close by and are likely not local 
citizens. And 15 years ago we didn't even have a bank any more. 
PP 14 The East Fork Carson River does not flow by the Courthouse. 
Markleeville Creek flows by the Courthouse. The East Fork is a mile or two 
away. 
Pp 15 " . th fi t t· . h. t " ?????????? I . I ... m e rrs rme m Is ory, ... . . . . . . . . . . serious y 
doubt that. 
PP 16 I also seriously doubt that it was the "most unique case anybody 
has heard ... " although since that is a direct quote I suppose it's 
Weitzenberg who is responsible for that one. 
PP 19 It's true that divorces are minimal. So are marriages. So are 
deaths. 
Last paragraph: Judge Specchio is correct: it is a beautiful town, and it 
has the nicest people in the world. It also has an Archives with lots of 
interesting history in it. It has an active historical society. And it has 
a very good museum with a treasure trove of Alpine County history, 
documents, photographs, and artifacts. 

Forgive me if I sounded a little testy. I have been a member of the 
Historical Society of Alpine County since its formation in 1964, am a 
historian and a writer, have been a journalist, and was the Museum Director 
for fifteen years. I know from experience that whatever gets written and 
.. -=,ted tends to go down in the public mind, now and in the future, as 

_..curate" and "historical" which is one reason that articles such as this 
need to be seriously researched for accuracy even if they are somewhat 
"tongue in cheek". There are people here in the community who could have 
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helped with that. 
I would like to know more about the case Weitzenberg was citing as it sounds 
vaguely familiar. 

.rs.) Nancy Thornburg, Markleeville 

---- Original Message -----
From: "William Ferchland" <vvferchland@tahoedailvtribune.com> 
To: <nthomburg@gbis.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2005 12:14 PM 
Subject: Re: Fwd(2): Letter to the Editor 

> Ms. Thornburg, 
> 
> 
> I receivd your e-mail about the story about Will Richmond, Alpine County's 
> district attorney. I'd like to correspond with you on your complaints. 
> What exactly would you like to discuss? 
> 
> William Ferchland 
> 
> 
> 
> 

3/1/2005 
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track record '\.vhen it conies to septic discharge. 
We have not been out of compliance with our 
waste discharge permit requirements, and the 
"situation" Thornburg writes about is our volun­
tary effort to upgrade our septic system. 

Guest opinion on 
Sorensen's sewer 
contained error 

We were not required to do this by any agency, 
and there were no problems precipitating our 
decision to do so. In fact, Alpine County has a 
long-standing contract with the South Tahoe Pub­
lic Utility District, which allows 150,000 gallon; 
a day of treated sewage from Alpine County to be 
put into their system of approximately 6 million 
gallons a day. We have a had a 10-yea:r contract 
with Alpine County which allows Sorensen's to 
hook into this line. And it makes perfect sense, ·as 
the South Tahoe effluent line runs right through 
our property. Our addition would add approxi­
mately 4,000 gallons of treated effluent daily, 
which is a drop ~n the bucket fo:i;- a system that 
can hold a flow up to 8.5 million gallons a day. 

EDITOR: 
In the Feb. 9 _ issue of The Record:-Courier, you 

printecl a Guest Opinion by Nancy Thornburg of 
Marldeeville, which contained untruthful infor­
mation about Sorensen's Resort and our seJJtic We have been good citizens, business owners, 

and stewards of our land and the public lands sur­
rounding us for over 23 years. The effort to 
improve our discharge system is not costing the· 

discharge system. • 
, Sorensen's is monitored by both the county 

and the state o~ California and h~s a very good 

Time Reccri!Jl-Co!Wrier !I Gardnerville, N .. 

ta,'<payers extra money. The 30b 0f these public. 
agencies is to· regulate water quality in the first 
place. In fact, however, it has cost us thousands ' 
of dollars to go through the public permitting 
process and we have been willing to do so for the. 
long-term improvement of our property and our . 
environment. ·we have the approvals of Alpine. 
County, the Lahontan Regional Water Quality:: -­
Control Board, and the South Pacific Utility Dis~ · 
trict to put a new and innovative sewage treat- -· 
ment facility in place. ' ' 

Nancy Thornburg, in fact, has been previously · 
reminded in writing by the Lahontan Regional· :: 
Water Quality -Control Board that much of her 
information was incorrect about the operation of 
our septic system. We hope you will now know 
and understand, -as well as your readers, that 
Sorensen's Resort, a historic business entity with 
roots in the c_arson Valley,_ has been good for our 
communities in California and Nevada by contin- -
uously trying to improve our ·operation from 
guest services to septic systems. 

John and Patty Brissenden ·. 
Hope Valley' 
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I, with the Califo 'Conservation Corps, gives a tour of the organization's buildin1 ,Meyers. 
! members can sh .. ,e a room, Edmond, 23, said privacy is the biggest bonus of the r,.,\IV facility. 

Ski resorts recover fr~m 
. . b I holiday storms irvation Corps faring well in Meyers By Susan Wood 

Tribune staff writer 

ty says 
good' 

of kids," Gordon said. "Out of a group of 
10 of them, maybe two are bad seeds and 
that gives them a bad rap." 

Gordon said the bad ones are Corps 
members being noisy or disrespectful. 
But in general, she said, there haven't 
been any significant problems since the 
Tahoe Center of the California Conser­
vation Corps moved into . Meyers in 

market. 
But it took longer than that for the 

director·of the Tahoe CeI1ter, Gary Ray, 
to bolster enough support from the Mey­
ers community for it to welcome the 
organization, which hires out crews of 
18 to 23 year olds for forest management 
and other conservation work, back into 
Meyers. 

T&lk about a recovery. , 
The three South Shore ski resorts have all but fully gained back 

the business lost at the end of December and beginning of Janu­
ary when Mother Nature brought on the snow too much too fast, 
closing roads and chairlifts during the height of the holidays. 

,n 

Kirkwoqd Mountain Resort could end up with a record year, 
President Tim Cohee said Wednesday. ts the night shift as a 

er Gas and Liquor, a 
r into contact with 
Conservation Corps 
come in for a snack. 
a pretty good bunch 

December. · 
It took three weeks for members 'of the 

Tahoe Center to move from an old sld 
lodge at the top of Echo Summit into the 
three-story building behind Lira's Super-

"At first I was hesitant, but that was 
only because of word of mouth," said 
Steve Parker, manager of Lira's Super-

The Alpine County ski area shows a 15 percent increase this 
season compared to last year. A record year hovers at about 
350,000 slder visits in a season. 

"We've recovered really, really well. We've had good luck and 
See Corps, Back page 

See Resorts, Back page 

Be r ·11ing case hits Placer un DKsdesk 

es 
;hip. 

t 
44 
'ornia 

By Megan Michelson 
Tribune News Service 

TAHOE CITY - One month after 
the ldlling of three sleeping bears under 
a Tahoma-area home, a Placer County 
Deputy District Attorney began investi­
gating the incident this week to deter­
mine if legal action should be taken 
against the hired hunters and homeown­
ers. 

The Department of Fish and Game 
submitted an incident report to Placer 
County Deputy District Attorney Chris 
Cattran, who will review the documents 
and determine if criminal charges 
should be filed. 

Russell Tonda, a Granite Bay resident 
and homeowner in the Chamberlands 
neighborhood, obtained a depredation 
permit for the ldlling of the one bear he 

thought had caused more than $100,000 
worth of damage to his home and was 
still sleeping underneath his house. 

Tonda hired three licensed hunters, 
who shot and ldlled all three bears on 
Feb. 4, although their permit only 
'allowed for the removal of one bear. The 
hunters reportedly told DFG Warden 
Vada Comacho, who arrived on the 
scene of the · shootings, that the bears 
had charged them, forcing them to kill 
all three. 

BEAR League Executive Director 
Ann Bryant disputes this, saying that the 
hunters wrongfully ldlled a mother and 
her two cubs - a family of bears that 
Bryant said she offered to remove from 

· the house weeks before the shooting. 
Bryant said she would like to see legal 
action taken against the homeowners 
and the three hired hunters. 

"In all the cases previously where this 
has happened (the DFG) has turned a 
blind eye and have never taken (legal 
action)," Bryant wrote in an e-mail to 
the Tahoe World. "However, as dramat­
ically opposed as (the BEAR League) 
has normally been in the past, this time 
we will support the DFG and will walk 
by their side in hopes of winning a con­
viction against these cold-blooded 
killers." 

The DFG, as a state agency, cannot 
file charges on its own, but can recom­
mend to the district attorney to take 
legal action. According to DFG 
spokesman Pat Foy, the agency submit­
ted a report but is not suggesting that a 
crime has occurred. 

''What we submitted was an internal 
document called a wildlife incident report, 
which is when something talces place that 

-:~,., " 

_, --'"'----'" _, •'-·-•· ~- ,. •-.-,.,:_.•-...:.& --~-•'--·•'-•- ,.- ·• ·~..._.,_ - .- •• ·' -· · ~ ,- -·~,·-.- -_·:"""" ·&·.-· ,:,·, :_ -.,: ·, ,-_- ·- cL-·_.....,-....0.....,· •· .-·~ '--- • -' .- ,--·...::...c ·.,· .::~-_;.!...>./2.,-.._,~,--;~- - ,~. · <.....---~~. [ 

is related to wildlife but not related to 
crime, like when a mountain lion runs 
through a school yard," Foy said. 

DFG Capt. Mark Lucero confirmed 
the department's actions. 

"We've gathered the facts of the inci­
dent and submitted them to the district 
attorney for his review," he said. "He'll 
deem what, if any, action should be 
talcen." 

Bryant, as well as two other BEAR 
League members who were present at 
the scene, will also be submitting wit­
ness statements to Cattran for his 
review. 

Since the ldlling of hibernating bears 
with a valid depredation permit does not 
violate state law, there's no guarantee 
the incident will warrant prosecution. It 
will be up to Cattran to decide if there is 
sufficient evidence for criminal charges. 
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Businesses 
From PageA1 
breaking any records," Hambsch said. "It rein­
forces t9 me the need for marketing. There's so 
much heavy competition." . . 

That's precisely what the Lake Tahoe Visitors 
Authority had in mind. 

As a means to keep up the momentum, the 
lake's tourism agency plans to spend 1$25,000 to 
target its flagship market - the Northern Cali­
fornia drive-up visitor. It asked lodging proper­
ties to participate at $200 a pop. 

LTV A Executive Director Patrick Kaler will 
soon bring final plans to his board on the number · 
of cooperative partners and media. The idea is to 
use. radio, public rel_ations and the· Internet as 
vehicles. 

"The feedback we got was that February was 
pretty good, but March was looking lean," LTVA 
Chairman Tim Smith said. "Some pec:iple see 
Presidents Day weekend as the end of the season, 
and we say: 'Don't write off Tahoe."' 

In addition, LTVA's ,Central Reservations line 
has picked up a little bit in the last three weeks, 

· according to Andy Chapman, spokesman for the 
North Lake Tahoe, Resort Association·. It runs the 
phone line. 

To Inn By the Lake General Manager Dan 
McHale, that's enough to _throw out the welcome 
mat with its best showing. He's .opted to partici­
pate in the LTVA campaign. McHale has seen a 
steady number of reservations come in for the 
spring, but he's not taking any chances in the 
competitive game of tourism. 

"February has been good, but we're hoping for 
some midweek business. Of course, it's not as 
strong as we'd like," McHale said. "It helps that 
the snow conditions are so great." 

For when they show up, McHale will be ready 
with more amenities this spring. 

The Inn has beefed up its breakfast bar to 
include more food with protein and installed a fit­
ness center with at least a dozen Nautilus 
machines. All the rooms have been equipped with 
microwaves, and the suites have received 
upgrades. 

"It's a real motivator for us. I think that's true 
for everything," he said, while swinging open the 
door of one of the suite's new stainless steel 
doors. 

. .,.,,, 
Thursday. March 3, zqdii 

-~;;.· .. 
It's difficult to say all businesses in town iire 

up or down, with some doing better than otherfat 
different points in time. <' ~/ 

Paul Nanzig, Rainbow Mountain manager, has 
seen a recent uptick in the last month. The Ski 
Run Boulevard retailer and rental shop has seeU'a 
number of skiers diverted from the Rockies arid 
the Northwest to Tahoe. As it turns out, the busi­
ness is up over last year at this time. He declined 
to say by how much. 

"We saw losses since the (Heavenly) gondola 
opened, but in spite of that, we're experiencing a 
gain this season," he said. "I attribute it to j:he 
marketing and the parking." 

It appears that with less parking available near 
Stateline, some skiers have opted to park at tlje 
California Base Lodge and stop to rent equip­
ment along the way. · - " 

"It works in our favor to have a horrible park-
ing situation there," he said. · : :.: 

Then again, Stateline-area businesses may• 1je 
holding their own. · 

Gaming wins for the casinos in 2004 were up 
about 1 percent, and chef Ed Papke at the Ch:irt 
House on Kingsbury Grade said business has 
been "awesome" with the snow conditions. 

Resorts 
From PageA1 

year. 
Then, Marti!\. Luther King and 

Presidents Day holiday weekends 
helped make up the difference. 

pushing its closing date to May 1. 
Kirkwood and Sierra-at Tahoe have 
not announced tentative closing 
dates. 

from the loss in revenue from the 
New Year's holiday," Sierra 
spokeswoman Nicole Belt said, 
while also speaking for its sister 
resort, Northstar-at-Tahoe. . ''" great weather," he said. Snow at 

night and clear skies during the day 
have kept people coming. 

The ski season has proven to be 
a roller coaster ride for Kirkwood. 
It had a great start with the earliest 
opening ever in October. But the 
storms annihilated visitation from 
Dec. 30 to Jan. 10. The place was 
closed off Dec. 30, 31 and Jan. 1, 8 
and 9 - constitu~ng 10 percent of 
the resort's business for a typical 

Kirkwood's amenities and mar­
keting focus has also paid off. 

For one, a backcountry program 
called Expedition Kirkwood has 
put the resort on the adventurer's 
map. For inbound skiers, high 
angle grooming has resulted in the 
finishing off of 11 black diamond 
runs. And deep snow helps. 

Heavenly Mountain Resort has 
rolled in an exceptional snow base, 

--------~ 

"The concept behind the extend­
ed-season is we felt it would under­
score the great conditions. When 
we have great conditions like this, 
we give our season pass holders a 
few exira weeks," Vice 'President 
of Marketing John Wagnon said. 
"We • see enough momentum to 
carry us into the spring." 

So does Sierra-at-Tahoe. 
"We've made good progress 

The ski area had a record day 
over the Martin Luther King holj~ 
day weekend. And winter break.for 
students last month gave the res'ort 
a: boost during the middle of the 
week. To ensure the resort kteeps 
the momentum, it plans to aim a 
promotion at colleges. ~::- : 

"Spring events really help," ~It 
said. ~~ 
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County sued over timeshare project 
by Jo Rafferty 
Staff Wdter 

prepare an BIR," said Crabb. , · "Only the people who are angry attend the 
Crabb-said since the court's decision other meetings. The people who are happy with 

cases challenging the lack of reports on proj- things are the silent majority. 
A group has filed suit in Alpin,e <::;ounty ects have been popping ·up all over the state. , ''It's unfortunate that these people are call-

Superior Court against the county, disputing "Alpine County is far from alone," he ing themselves environmentalists when-they 
its decision to allow a timeshare project said. · · are just trying to stop me. 
without requiring an environmental impact C:rabb said the next step for the Frie~ds of ''It doesn't affect me, it affects all these 

. report. . Markleeville is to assemble all the· docu- · people wh9 wanted jobs," he said. 
,. The suit filed by .. the Friends of mentsand prepare them. for submission to ''They can delay me, but never in a mil-

M;u:kleeville 'on Tuesday chaUenges the the cour:t . ·· . . ·. , · lion years are $ey going to-stop me. It's just 
Alpine County Board of Supervisor's deci- "Und,er the California Environmental frustrating.'' 
sion to amend its general plan as the fust · Quality Act, it is inandatory that #le next Attorney Susan Brandt-Hawley of the 
step in approval of the ;Markleeville Vil- step: is top.old a settlement conference, with Brandt-Hawley Law Group .will represent 
lage/Mahalee Lodge project without first the plaintiff, the defendant and their respec- Friends ofMarkleeville. , . 
preparing the. report, according to a report tive principals present," said Crabb. ''This is · ''The petition for writ of mandamus asks 
pr9vided by Friends of Markleeville. . designed· to see _if, they can s~e!tl~ out of:,. the._c·ourt to set aside the project approval 

"Based upon what was said at the public, court.". ·. · ... • · . . · · ·wliile an BIR is. prepared as required by the 
hearings, it was no surprise," said :county If the case i's not settled,·then hearings Califqmia_Environmental.Quality Act. This 
comµ;el D_ennis Crabb. · · . · :· will proceed. . . · . . . . · . :Wilt allow for consideration of project 

The .developer has already signed ari' • 'CTiJYe're going to•fight them and feel confi,- impacts, mitigations and alternatives in light 
indemnity agreement relieving the county dent thlitwe'll kick their rears," said Abdoo. of the significant environmental impacts 

· froni paying any legal fees iii the event of · ~'W.e have excellent attorneys: We're not-~ · relating to wastewater, water supply, historic 
litigation,· Crabb i;aid. The suit was handed that worried:"• . · . · . · . ·. · and cilltural resources, scenic vistas and aes-= 
over to the <;ieveloper Tom Abdoo of. :;·"Three lawyers are· in the Marldee".ille the*s, fue safety and public service and 
Markleeville U.S.A.-on Tuesday. · U.S;,A. legal team, i.J:lcluding a California .. growth inducement," said Brandt-Hawley . 

. J:be proposed project includes 14 com- environmental attorney Whit Manley, the · · "An EIR will allow objective cori.sidera-
mercial spaces, a 25-room lodge, 49 cabins ·former AlpiJ;ie: County ·district attorney and tion of proj_ect impacts and feasible altema-· 

. to be sold as fractional timeshares and relat- county counsel Tim'Pemberlon and a Reno · tives to preserve Markleeville's environment 
. ed infrastructure _:_ water supply and stor- finn: . . . . . -~' . . while still allowing a reasonable develop-= __ 
age; roadways and a wastewater facility. · .. Abdoo. saicl that he feel~ the Friends of ·ment project," sai4 Friends of Markleeville 

Another case that took place about cyo Jy.I~eevill_e who are fighting ·tb.e develop- members Steve Hibbs and Nancy Thom-
. months ago/ Pocket Protectors vs. , the City ment are jµst a small percenta:ge an.d that · burg, both Markleeville residents.' · 

of Sacramento, .. ruled.in favor of the· people, ·IllOS! otthe veople in Marldeeville.supp_ort ·. 'This will give the_ Board of Supervisors 
according t9 Cra,bb. This in turn resulted iii the project : ·. . . :_. · .·• -lllore·information 1,1pon which to base a deci­
more strictsumdar:ds regarding when an . 'There's a small p_ercentage, only 10-or 12 sfon, The county's technical advisory com-. 
enyironinentarimpact report, the more· ofthe~·who,"areJi.ghting this," he:said. "We mittee and planning-commission have raised· 
extensive envir0nmerital study, should be h~y~-!1:~~ S() ~anr people come by tl:,-e numerou~ concerns about the project's envi­
required over a less comprehensive mitigat-' . ~es,tauraIJ.t 'and call -us and say ''keep fight- i:orim~ntal impacts as hav_e many residents 
ed negative declaration. . . mg;' Then~ are so many people· against the - and pr.operty owners _in the Markleeville 

':Toe new:stai:J.dard:Weilt toward.having to ·griend.s pf.Marlde_~yjJ.le:: · 'area." 
•• •. l ~ • •·--;--; ---- -~••••- ~-~---•-
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-~choof staff~ut:~ take courity~ by~surprise .-. • 
by Jo Rafferty . ,;We hav~ a championship teairit 
Staff Writer said district teacher Joe Voss, a tnem~ 

. ber of tbe Alpine County Teachers. 
·.., ·One of Califorri.ia'.s d:istinguished ,' Association, of proposed iayoffs at 

. schools is in danger of }osing some· piamond _Ya1).ey; School ."We're oyer:: · 
· Jrny players, according to a teachers' budget, so let's get rid of.the qu~er-

uniori official. · · back and the star runningback." . 

Parents, teachers antl' administrators 
at. the. school were taken J:>y surprise · 
Tuesday when, they heard' ab.out an 
Alpine' County -School District Board· 
meeting taking place that night .con-\ 
terning the )ayoff of five district staff · 
members, including t\Vo full-time 
reachers and·Diamond Vallefs princi-. ' al ,, 
p 

About ~60 p~ople/lll~y' \Vith less District Superintendent Jim Patsoris 
than a few hours' notice, attended the .said the potential cuts are ,due to -a 
meeting regarding the school with ~7, . $240,000 deficit, but some parents and ·. 

·, children currently enrolled. ·• . . . teachers see it as a retaliation. . 
' '.frhe public was adamant about ' ' California: iaw requires 1p.at sc,;hool 

making·sure.they were thereand·mak~. staff members be notified by March 15 . 
ing their opinions he·ard," said Voss, .· if there i(

1
a chance they w~ be laid ... 

who is on the negotiating and bargain-:- . 
' ing t~am for r.h.e county. ' < • S :• 

, See School o~ page 10 
•.; .• ' i I l 
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. S~lio.ol::Eayoffs pq§§ilJle 
Continued-from ·page·1 

: : . off. The. final decision• on lay~ 
. . offs won't be made until-the 

· · May 15 board meeting,. accoid-
·ing to Parsons. · 
'· Parsons s.aid a lot of th,e prob-:­
lem is the declining: enrollment 
at Diamond Valley, a J.cinder-

. garten:- through eighth~grade. 
schobl. · · 

"We;ve been ·.one of those· 
places caught ·with declining · 

. enrollment;" said Parsons .. 'The· · 1 

· · ~ ' schbol was staffed for 130 .kids, . ·, 
. . and we now have 87"·· · .. 

~ : With · a budge·t · that's 
·: -$240,00(). in the hole, Parsons . 
·•:•said thedistrict-can't'af:ford to 

•.· : : keep on s:ixfull-ti~e teachers 
;. : andthe princ:ipal. · .. · . ·· 
.. 1'When fllist gqtiothis;dis'..'. 1 

: ~ . : tddthere w~as no principal," 
:: :

0
' • said.Parsons; "Now~vve have a 

; ; : .. principal rum:ring a school of: 87 .· 1 

: ~ -~ ~ ki4s. 11:· \\'as .either the pOO,:cipal · , 
: ' or~deacher:" . . . 
- = ~ . I The))jamqild Valley School .·. 

/ : = .. staff, who will be noticed fol- I 

f: = · ,loliilg the board's'q.ecisi9n on . 
•·• Tuesday,• are: principal :Katy / :< ~ -~aQle_y.;_ .fi~St-g'i~.9-~ :: ~~_3:Che:r .. 

: : : .• Robi# McQW.y; sixfh- througli . , 
[ : ~ - : .eight~-gr~de Spl:liiish ~d tech.: 
' · ' .· no~og,y ,teacher and librarian 

Rita tovell; .and:anAi:nerican 
. Indian Educatipn R~adrng Pro- . 
·. grain. iri~tructor.·D·eirdre.·Wal­

late~ Iri\ad<l:1t10n; the district 
would 1os·eone oftwo·teachers ,! 

·· at .J3eat Y.alliy)Iigl:i'_ SchQot · 1 

· · ·Stephanie Bowen:· The reading I 
program as well .as a ·library 1 

media .position would be -cut 
. altogether, according to Voss. 

" •·· • •··· ?'You simply cannot run Ji 
, 'ffc4oo1 without· a principal, 

[ ":,, .kindergarten tea2her; ·library:. 
- : ~ niedia t~acher 'and tec:hnology 
.. - , teactier/'. said parent Chris 1 

. Branscombe. "Tijs is .our chil- . 
. di-errs education'. not to mention· . 
the 'livelihood of those who < 

. have chosen to ·spen,d thei~ : 
. career guiding bur children to. a : 
. _better future," 

t /. • Parsons, wh9 is in his 17th 
: : : . :· year as superintendent, said he. 
t : : . thinks that once the budget is 
l - • worked out funding should. be 
t '. - .. available fo keep .some of the : 
I< - staff. . 

· "I'm pretty certain not all· 
. . these people will be laid off PY· i 
·' ;. the time th~·budget is worked,''.';' 

said Parsons. "My guess is ·one 
.·or two people may l~.se their 
·• jobs outofthdiv~.'; .. · ..... · .· .. 

· · The average teachers salary 
iti similar distric:ts· begins. at 

1
• ~ •• $36,720 and tops out at. 

. $57,4'.4,9, heSaid.c - . . .... 
. "We've run deficits and·paid .. 

the :µioney .out of <::ontingency 
· · funqing for thy last three'ye¥s," · 

said Parsons, "but the,, number 

' .·,\ of kids keeps going do·w~. ln ... 
three years ·we'.ve lost 31 kids at , 
. Diamond Valley Schoql.'' · -. , . 

With the current state allot- · 
·. ment at $5;598 pe'r child, Par..-., 

1 

. sons said, "That's F73_,000-:_ 
plus we've lost" , ·: . .. - - ' 

· Parsons said he plans t9 hold ·, 
a public .budget _w?rkshop 
.sometime after Apnl 10 _when. 
tbedistnct.mf',ets on the budget. 

''.The mo~~ people ~der~tmd . "A couple of -other people 
'what's going on, the better off paid on the· same. salary sched~ 

· we'll be " he said: . - ·· ulewere not asked about it/' he 
' Ilo'W~ver, some teachers arid ... said. . . 
parents blame the iayoffs on In. Septetnber, Parson's wife 

• past issues witn the district. . . ·. ·:.resigned·· a11ei the case. y,,as 
..•. ~arlflast year court prC?ceed:.. dropped.. . . ' . •. I .. • 

·· ings ,wereimpending <1;bout a,_ · "Many of the schooldistriy1 
readiii:g specialist who began at staff see tile actions ~ retaliato­
a salary that urµcm officials _said . . ry,'' said·Ginger Craik, a teacher 
was illegal, according to Voss. , . at Diamond .Valley Schoql who 
· "She-just happened to be my · is not· being noticed,· in· a letter 
wife," said Parsons, "which ·to The R:ecord-Courier. "She 
made it reAf juicy_;, . . . ; ·. ·- . res~~ed .at tb,e be~g of the 
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~r ern1ination notices 
11ot justified 
EDITOR: 

The Alpine County Board of Education con­
vened a special meeting on Tuesday evening, 
~:u-~h I. The pe~ple of Alpine County barely 
11"ce1vecl legal notice of the meeting because the 
ag_enda was minimally posted just 251/2 hours 
pno~· lo ~he sta~t of the meeting. (24 hours public 
postmg 1s reqmrecl.) 

Jh9 rea~on _for the ~pecial meeting was to 
serve ten11111at1011 notices on four teachers and 
the Diamond Valley School principal. ,The audi­
~nce was told repeatedly that this had to be done 
111 an emergency meeting because the recrular 
March IO meeting did not come befor; the 
[ylarch 15 deadline for such action. 

Many of the school district staff see the 
a~lions as strictly retaliatory. The school board 
h 1 reel the wife of the superintendent to fill a 

· reading, specialist P?Sition three years ago. She 
, was placed on a special salary schedule, so. that 
she could receive a much higher salary than• 

· other teachers: Thisi action was a clear violation , 
of California .Education Code as well as a viola-
tion of the t~aching contract. After meeting with 
a labor mediator, both the district and the teach-

' ers assoc~ation m~tu~lly agreed to p(operly place 
, the readmg specialist, according to years and 
' qualifications. The school board followed with 

a?other contract violation by placing her too 
high on the regular sa~ary schedule. She resigned 
at the beginning of the cun-ent school year amid: 

: a flm:ry of threats made to the teachers by · the 
supermtendent: Many school employees, as well 
as members of the community, believe that he is 
now making good on those threats. 

The school board does not discuss controver­
si_al issues in public. A large part of the commu­
mty was at the meeting in unanimous opposition 

· to the actions of the school board and some 
solutions were offered to the "mo~ey crisis." 
Many questions were raised about why this was 
never brought to the public's attention sooner 
giving all the interested parties time to revie; 
the budgets and submit their input. With a 
"money crisis" looming, the school board and' 
~uperintendent decided that cutting the most crit­
ical components of the education process; the 
teachers, programs and the principal, was the 
best approach to take. These decisions are com-

The Record-Courier III Gardnerville, Nevada : 
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ing from a district and superi~tendent ·which has, : 
always gone by the motto of "Whatever is. best : 
for the students !j' In spite of this, the school : 
board voted as it had intended, :withol\t discus- · ; 
sion. Dr. Parsons, the superintendent,. stated that : 
workshops or hearings on the matter ~•probably ', 
would make no difference" in the·way the .board ' 
voted. 

Ginger Craik . 
. Marl<leeville , : 
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Alpine County Deputy Sheriff Rick Stephens, zooms by the summit of Ebbetts Pass on Highway 4, Feb. 1. Every winter 
snow closes the pass forcing residents to make a three-hour drive between Marldeeville and Bear Valley or make an 
hour snowmobile drive. 

BY ERIC BAILEY 
Los Angeles Times 

BEAR VAILEY, Calif. - Each winter, snow drapes the shoulders of the Sierra Nevada with drifts that divide 
and conquer, cutting off one side of California from the other. Up here in Alpine County, the Stephens family 
has made overcoming that blockade a frosty tradition. 

Instead of piling into an SlN to 
visit grandparents on the opposite 
slope of the mountains, each mem­
ber of the clan climbs aboard a 
snowmobile. 

As they have every Christmas 
and mostThanksgivings for a 
dozen years, the kids follow Dad up 
the snow-crusted state Route 4, 
over the icy crest ofEbbetts Pass 
and down to Grandma's house for 
turkey dinner. 

Practicality, not adventure, 
prompts these and otherwind­
whipped treks. Snow closes Route 4 
to cars all winter. The alternative 
route to the Sierra's far side is a cir­
r11itn111:: ~Pt1Pn-hn11r rnnnrl trin 

three passes each winter, padlock­
ing metal gates at the foot of the 
highway ascent on each side of the 
Sierra, sometimes for more than 
half the year. 

Residents greet it as a part of life. 
And adapt. 

"The barrier is as much psycho­
logical as it is physical," said Eric 
Jung, a real estate agent in Bear Val­
ley, located amid the conifers on 
the Sierra's west slope. 

Jung·knows every bend In the 
road, battling long winter drives 
during four terms on the Alpine 
County Board of Supervisors. The 
lovely journ~y of 40 miles over 
Til-1-,..+- n~~- !- .. 1....~ ,.,.,,_.. ___ -···-11-

Divided countie 
Six Northern Oallfornla counties 
that straddle the Sierra Nevada"'" 
eflecllvely split by winter 
snowstorms, making travsl and 
o()mme(ca dlffloult, 

I. 
i 
i 
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has made overcoming that blocl<acte a trostytraamon. 
Instead of piling into an SUV to 

visit grandparents on the opposite 
slope of the mountains, each mem­
ber of the clan climbs aboard a 
snowmobile. 

All they have every Christmas 
and most Thanksgivings for a 
dozen years, the kids follow Dad up 
the snow-crusted state Route 4, 
over _the icy crest ofEhbetts Pass 
and down to Grandma's house for 
turkey dinner. 

Practicality, not adventure, 
prompts these and other wind­
whipped treks. Snow closes Route 4 
to cars all winter. The alternative 
route to the Sierra's far side is a cir­
cuitous seven-hour round trip 
through four counties. A snowmo­
bile cuts the journey to less than an 
hour each way. 

Rick Stephens, a no-nonsense 
Alpine County sheriff's sergeant 
with a walrus mustache, shrugs as if 
it's no big deal. Such is life in Cali-

- forriia's cleaved counties. 
Even in the most placid season, 

the state's highest ridgeline looms 
as an obstacle to civilization's 
spread. Big winters like this year's 
turn that physical division into a 
brick wall, a seasonal shutdown 
that shapes life in ways big and 
insignificant. 

In lofty Alpine County, where 
9,000-footpeaks capped by abun­
dant snow fit the region's name, 
package delivery firms won't guar­
antee overnight delivery from one 
side of the county to the other, 

. though it's barely 20 miles as the 
crow flies. 

Courts in Markleeville, the coun­
ty seat, don't bother with winter 
jury duty for residents who can be 
marooned on the wrong slope. A 
county building official once drove 
15 hours through two snowstorms 
to inspect a new foundation. 

Randy Gibson, Alpine's longtime 
building chief, endured that ardu­
ous trip in the winter of 2003. He 

three passes each winter, padlock­
ing metal gates at the foot of the 

· highway ascent on each side of the 
Sierra, sometimes for more than 
half the year. 

Residents greet it as a part oflife. 
And adapt. 

"The barrier is as much psycho­
logical as it is physical," said Eric 
Jung, a real estate agent in Bear Val­
ley, located amid the conifers on 
the Sierra's west slope. 

Snowmobiler Chris E11gelesman gets fuel on the trail between 
Bear Valley and Markleeville. 

Jung·knows every bend in the 
road, battling Jong winter drives 
during four terms on the Alpine 
County Board of Supervisors. The 
lovely journllY of 40 miles over 
Ebbetts Pass in the summer swells 
to nearly 160 miles on the cir­
cuitous winter route. There is no 
snowmobiling for him: "I have to 
have my heated cocoon with my 

said it was not so much a hassle as 
"just another day in paradise." 

The disruption hits in the six 
counties that straddle the Sierra to 
the north and south of Lake Tahoe: 
Alpine, El Dorado, Placer, Nevada, 
Sierra and Plumas. Each came into 
being shortly after the Gold Rush, 
their boundaries drawn to suit the 
need for towns and mineral assay 
offices close to the mines. 

NancyThornburg, a longtime 
Alpine County resident, says the 
county lines spring from an early 
mistake, the drawing of the state 
boundary east of the Sierra. 

Folks on tl1e Sierra's east side 
may live in California, but they 
shop and send their kids to school 
in Nevada. They watch Nevada TV 
stations. They keep abreast of 
Nevada politics. 

"Some idiot way back when drew 
the state boundary at the wild­
flower line on the east side instead 
of where it should have been, up on 
the summit," Thornburg said. "If 
they'd done it right to start with, 
we'd be part of Nevada and every-

CD player." 
one would be happy." Rick Stephens, the Alpine Coun-

In some spots, the cultural divide ty sheriff's sergeant, has lived on 
is deeper than the snowdrifts. both sides of the divide. He grew up 

Consider that Sierra County's in Markleeville, where his dad ran 
annual Kit and Caboodle fair on the the towing service. But a Jove of 
east side rarely attracts anyone snowmobile racing Jed him as an 
from west slope towns. Vice versa adult to Bear Valley, where the 
for the west side's annual mountain · entire community- adults going 
bike festival. to work, kids heading to school-

"They've got tlrnir little world gets around on the motorized sleds. 
over there, and we've got ours," said ____ .He gave up racing a few years 
Brooks Mitchell, a county supervi- ago to serve as pit chief for his son, 
sor. "It's basically been that way for 20-year-old Luke, a racer last seen 
about 150 years." on TV at the Winter X-Games. Dad 

As brutal as winter driving con- still gets plenty of time on a snow-
ditions get in Mitchell's neck of the mobile patrolling the town's snow-
woods, travel is tougher to the decked streets. Stephens and his 
south, as the Sierra peaks rise ever two deputies also make runs up 
higher. Interstate 80, the bustling Route 4 on weekends, rescuing 
highway into Lake Tahoe's north busted-up snowboarders and 
shore, tops out a tad higher than stranded tourists. 
7,000 feet, but farther south, the "It's faster on a snowmobile in 
elevation ofEbbetts Pass is more winter than driving the road in 
than 8,700 feet, Sonora Pass reaches summer," he said, noting how the 
9,600 feet and Yosemite National highway narrows to a single Jane in 
Park's Tioga Pass is nearly 10,000 some spots and makes maddening 
feet. , switchbacks. His record through 

The California Department of the snow: 22 minutes gate to gate, 
Transportation shuts down the One recent afternoon found 

Divided countie 
Six Northern Callfornla cciunUag 
that straddle the sierra Nevada ara 
e1feol1Vely spill by winter 
snowstorms, making travsl and 
oommeroe dJffloUlt. 

Stephens and Deputy Jeff Stanford 
whizzing up the road. Luke 
Stephens tagged along for the trip, 
occasionally snaking into the win­
ter wilds to whiz up peaks and fly 
off jumps. 

Over the gourse of a couple of 
hours, they stopped to check on a 
three-legged bear wintering in a 
bathroom near the snowed-in Her­
mit Valley rest stop and later offered 

_ help to a broken-down snowmobil­
er from Sweden. 

Near Ebbetts Pass, another 
snowmobiler slowed to greet them, 
!twas Sheriff John Crawford. The 
sheriff handed over some depart­
ment documents and chewed the 
fat with Stephens. "I ride over seven 
or eight times a winter," said Craw­
ford, whose department has almost 
as many snowmobiles (nine) as 
sworn deputies {13). 

Crawford's worst trip was the day 
spent struggling through thick 
snow to reach the summit. But days 
like this make up for It, he said, gaz­
ing through sunglasses to where the 
summit and sky collide. 

"It sure beats driving." 
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Letters to 
the editor 

Another view on 
Alpine's teachers 
EDITOR: 

I am writing to provide some additional infor­
mation concerning the letter from Mrs. Crail< in 
your March 4 issue. 

The reading specialist hired in Alpine County 
was indeed placed on a separate salary schedule, 
the same schedule used for our program resource 
specialist, certificated technology coordinator, 

3-CJ-tJS-
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and library media coordinator. This salary sched­
ule has been used for over 10 yea.rs and has never 
before been questioned by the local teacher's 
union. In fact, a past president of the local 
teacher's union was once on the same schedule at 
the same level as the reading specialist position .. 
The library media coordinator is still on a sepa­
rate schedule, and the local teacher's union has 
~till not challenged her placement. 

Our separate schedule was not raised as an 
issue until last year, when the local teacher's 
union brought in a regional California Teachers 
Association representative, withdrew from inter­
est-based bargaining negotiations, and began a 
more adversarial negotiation relationship with the 
district. As the district legal fees climbed into the 
tens of thousands of dollars, the reading special­
ist resigned to end the conflict. 

We can not afford to spend unnecessary money 
right-now. Stillthe legal fees_related to union 
activities over t.11e last year are at about $50,000 
and climbing. Nor should our fiscal situation be a 

surprise to anyone. Last year's board minutes 
reflect concerns for the district budget deficit as 
presented in public hearing. The teachers 
involved in negotiations for the last two years 
have been aware of the detailed losses in ·our rev­
enues and enrollment. On Jan. 20, I met with the 
Diamond Valley School staff to explain the latest 
developments in the state budget and• loss of 
enrollment and told them that lay offs were a 
probability. 

As to who might be laid off, that is determined 
in the state of California entirely by education 
code, according to a seniority list. If certificated 
people are laid off, neither the board nor I have 
control over who it might be. We can only decide 
the number of positions, and the people involved 
must be notified by law before March 15. We 
will not, however, receive final state budget 
information until May or after. 

The Diamond Valley School currently has six 
regular classroom teachers, two special education 
teachers, and a library media coordinator. The 
school is also served by four classroom aides. We 
now have 84 students in the school. Just counting 
the regular classroom teachers, the class ratio is 
14-1, but there are usually two working adults in 
each room of 14. Even if all the proposed layoffs 
were to take place, the classroom ratio would be 
less than 17-1 throughout the school, still with 
two working adults per room of 17. 

I would be glad to provide any further infor­
mation concerning this issue for anyone contact-
ing my office. · 

James W. Parsons, saijDerintem!ent 
Alpine County Unified School District 

· Markleeville 



Plaintiffs object to de~eloper-'-s_ comments_ 
by Ja Rafiertv comprehensive negative declara- Reasons for not wanting. the in the. March 4 issue of The 

· Staff Writer · tion would be sufficient. · project, according to Thprnburg Record-Courier stated that peo~ 
"']Jle decision· on vvhether to and Edwards, i:iJ.clude, the effect ple waiting .for jobs at the pro-

Last week'.s filing of a·lawsuit do an BIR or a negatiye declara- new businesses, may haye on posed ·resort are disappointed iii 
against Alpine County over its tion is· ~e _county's decision;" . existing s19-all businesses arid the·· the delays. · · · •. · 
decision to allow a timeshare · said M<!nley. '.'They looked at the. amount_ and type of people the "Most of the jobs .will be low­
project without requiring a full_ evidence presented to )hem and , resort. · · would ·prj.ng. · to income ·service· jobs. What this 
envir:onmental impact report concluded the project wouldn'.t Markleeville, which has a cut- commun,ity needs are some bet-
prompted objectional coinments · have any environmental impacts. rent pQpulation of 237 people. ter paying job~," said Thornburg. 
from the developer, plaintiffs _(The county) would be doing the '.'Peop~e come up here and As a Parks and Recreation 
said. . · ·.· . wrong thing if it went ahead and .bring their problems arid leave employee for 36 years, Edwards 

_' Some of the statements Toin. asked fqr an EIR." their inhibitions at home," said said he has s·een what tourism 
Abdoo of Markleeville U.S.A. , .. Of the ' . Friends· of Edwards. . . . . can do to a town. . 
made were offensive or untrue ·Markleeville; Manley' s:µd, "I Gina Gigli, a.30-year resident, . In the '60s he visited the town 
said ·members of Friends of. s~spect tliey just hope the whole along with her husband Ruggero of folian, Calif., which then· 
Markleeville. . project drie~ up and blows away. • Gigli, owns. a restaurant that loQked much like Markleeville. 

''..The fact that he said-this- They don't like it. They're going fa_ces the laIJ.d where the resort is In November 2004 he went back 
about the people· shows me that to be disappointed that the.Boar~ proposed. to be. Vill_a Gigli is. to visit ·and was surprised at 
he doesn't care about the peo- of_Super_vis~rs.doesn't shll;f,e_. op~n only_on_week".n·d~.five ... whath~saw. · .. 
ple,"saidA:lpineCountyMrise~ theiropimon. · · . : monthsout·oftheyear.· -. , _,: - "·The·sad part is,cars are 
um Director Dick; Edwards, "I thinlc it's very sad that. the Gigli is a member of Friends everywhere. Thad· to park.four·· 

• speakino- as a resident. former Board of Supervisors of Markleeville; _but said she is blocks away and people were 
"We ·have a petition we gave to have put us in this position by . speaking as a resident. . , parked in front of driveways," he 

the Board of Supervisors with 184 . refusing to understand and fol- "'We love it the way it is," said said. ''There are four public rest­
signatures, aslcing tl;iem to require low California and environmen- Gigli .. "I'm afraid they're go:iiig rooms. in that town. They .charge_ 
an :EIR:," said Nancy Thornburg, a ta1 law,» •said Thornburg. . . to dt!stroy why people ·come 25 cents ·a piece. 1 

Markleeville resi~t since.1958. · Reasons for wanting an envi~ here. . . · _ "It's hard __ to be small any-
"There are 40 to 50 active con- _ronmental. impact report :include ''But, the point is that they more." 
tributing members in Friends of its requirement to provide alter~ bought the land and they ·a're "It was inevitable that some­
Mar~eeville-,'-'. Tlu;oughout th_e natives, according ~o Thornburg ... entiJ:led to i;lo what_ they. want to body would notice the ·potential · 
meeting process she said residents · . · One area of controversy· has do with i~'. I just fe~l that they here;' said Thornburg. 
and members cif Friends have. been the safety of the tqwn ditch, should file -a:i:L environmental . 
atte~ded the meetings.· wliicli runs directly through tht', impactreport. '.[he decision to go 

The two were resp<:mding to property; . . . forward without it was done very 
last week's Record-Courier arti~ . "An EIR would bring up other hurriedly·by the old board. Peo­
cle where Abdoo said he would . possil;,ilities, like culverting-the _ple are very worp.ed aboui:it." . 
"kick their rears" and "there's a entire ditch," said Thornburg. :Another:·comment by Abdoo 

. small percentage; .only 10 or 12. · · · · · · · · 
' of the~ who are.fighting_ this." 

The pi:-opo~ed project co~ists 
of 49 fractionally-owned cabins; 
a 25-room lodge, a spa, outdoor 
swimming pool and 14 commer-
cial spaces: . . 

Prior to :lilin.g of the iawsuit 
last week, Abdoo signed an 
indemnity agreement with the 
county _saying he'll pay: for any 
litigation fees. . · · , · I 

'Edw1ifdS wondered why, 
Abdoo won?t have an environ- : 
mental impact report prepared I 
for the project. · · 

_. "I realize it can be expensive, 
but, there's · got to be . some· 
money for an EIR." he said. 

Whit. Manley, environmental 
attorney for the project, ·said the 
decision to go forward without 
an impact report wasn't up to the 
develqper. The Planning Com- ' 
mission had. voted· in favor of an 
P:nvir,inmental lmnact renort ;:i 

· Board. of Supervisors 694-1878 for information. 

meeting Tuesday· St. Patrick's party· . 
,The Alpine County"-~oard The Alpine County Histon- . 

of Supervisors will meet at 9 cal Sodety is.presenting a: St. 

.. ~~IEFS -ia..nm.· -Tue __ s_dathy«· . . . Patrick's Day party and pro-
H, , . :'c " Administra- gram on March 11 a( '.I'in:tJ.e 
tlv:e Building in Ivj:arkleeville. · Rock Pai:k. Alpin_e 'J;rio · will 
Topics will in~lude a: second plafal_folir thewill~oubp. ~not-

5
h~

3
s
0
t 

din d -bl d ti · soci our • egm a .. ·. rea. g an possi e a op qn . . . dinn -·11 b at 6·15 . 
of amendments to the zoning p.m., d. er.wi .. ewill tit{ 
ordinance. regarding the pro- p.m. _.an a program .... e 
posed M;i.rkleeville plac~ at 7 ~.m, Th~ Histoncal 
· . . · . Society will provide corned . 

. :~~g~::t:i t~:~~~ . beef ~d cabbag¢, and ~artici-
·A continmid request for ~ res- . pants ._a,;-e asked to bnng an 
olution approving a mitigation _appetizer; s_alad, b~ead or 

· · · · 1 " th · · t dessert. For informatlon, call 
m?mtorm~ p anior_ e proJec (530) 694-2317_ 
will also be considered, as · 
well as' a request for transfe~ ---~-~~----.~-----~ 
··of prnp_ erty for constjyHion· or . . Commission meeting 
a new U.S. Forest Servic · , ,The Alpine County Plan-
guard station. For information, Ding Commission wil). meet at 
call (530) _694-2287. ; · 6 p,ni.. Thursday at Turtle, 

· ,. · · · Rock Park, 17300 Highway 
89; Markleeville. Call (530) 
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Staff feel left in the darkCby administration 
. by.Jo Raller(y. . · . . .. , .·. '!AJ1 the le~t~.r~ ,i'ead as though th~y meeti~g in Fibruary ·w.e asked the dis- "Nothing.'s clear, He d~esn't ~eally ~ext 15 years;a higher rate than what it 
. Staff Writer , ' · · , · '. ,, ; · · aie_.laid _off,". ¢aid:Parsons. "It's con-. trict what• their layoff plaris were - tell us what's going on."·. was making before, Parsons said.• 

.. · ... .. :· . , : . .. , .. . .• ,. , · ce~vaole. t~at .riob!JdY will get laid off. they said they didn't ·have any arthis Lovell said the· counqil eventually Parsons. said in prior .years the dis-
.. Rita Lovell-was 1.forhaps one ofthe:·· .. No ,f.!!lal depi&ion:has been mll.de on . time." . . . approved $70,000 for the new after- trict ·was using c;ontingency monies to 
: ir\osl:"s'\:iiprised of five'Alpi~e Courltj :j1!].yb9dy:\·:,1 ;· :,'/;; .. ' ' :; :·., ,.'," ';,.'~HciWev:ef•P.arsons said that he inet sch~ol position, but tl;iat a person had pay for teacherf salaries; but with 
'Unified School District.s'taff:members . "Rea)J:y;,"n.qtliii:i/(elseis goingJo•hap- withthe.Di~rilond Valley School ~taff already been hired. He wondered why: declining enrollment and a classroom 
:who 'rece_ived ·their "ifJ,tent" :tq)ayciff - pen until.,'1.\Jinfw}.ien we go civ:erthe on Jan. -;w, ''.(We met) to expl_aiU: the _this position was not being considered·_ ratio of 14-1, he cotildn't justify it any 
:notices after a speciaLboard i;rieeHrig . budget.": · ·· '• "'. ,: ;:,· . . · ·, '., . , .. · · latest de".elopi;nents in the state budget for elimim\tio11, when .others who have longer. . . · . · 
'.last week. '· : ·•: . . . .. ·. Lbve!i s_aid she thinks· she .m·ay' be and los'!i_of' enrollment and told them worked there longer received th'eir «How far do we spend down our 
·:· ·· After serving !J.S a ;substitute teacl),C:i ·able_ to h~p ~er jol;, .by beco'rriing a . that lay~ffS 'were a proba~ility," said .notices. .. . one-time c0ntingency fund until.people 
arid teaching full time: for three years. at . '. clas.~ffieil ::worker instead of a certificat0 Parsons.in· a letter. · · . "(Parsons) ·said ·he was· getting rid of get laid off?" asked Pars·ons, . 
the small kindergarlyri~~'i:lu:ough ei'ghth:~ ed -teacher,: fpo*iqnJhat w'~u\d p_ay '.' . Loveil,'s husband; Andy Lovell, is a people because of seniority," said . Parsons said be is not sure how much 

·. gracle Markleeville scnool while work..:- bon&ide);abtf less/fijis'_ disappointed. •nitliriber"6f'the Alpine County School A,ndy .. "The $60,000 woul'd have is in the contj.ngency fun~ now, but will 
ii:ig. toward h!ir m~ster 's degree, l,Avelf he_r;_ ~i9;~e: h,e(pi~~\~~'*,degree·.sµ9Wd)e,, , pi~,tp.~( -$!~(Council, a state-mandated retain~d two of the .teachers." . . kiJ.dw more after .budget meetings 'in 

:· thought-her future was set. · . ·· ' .. / ·-: . cc'>!llpl(ited:·~itltl.ni a ye[)r _and. sh~ .)V~11,ts• gr9'u.p_ Q~Raients and teachers that meet "I'm just a dad," he said, "but even April. This fi,md is necessary for emer-
.. : In CalifotriiaJds mandatory tq Jp.v.e' ( ;m sta..y :worldn~:tri 'thl~mall tO\\Til' <::om-·: to' d_i&tn,!Jll;tci funds, . when you don't know every fact, you gencies, such: as a boiler that is going 
district staff,n(,ltjc~ by March 15 if fhe~(f•:;rrnittlfy'she 'live~Jh;,: :,·.,' · , . , . ;- . ·. · · IJp ·untitnow, Andy Lovell said ·he kriow when you're being manipulated." out at a Bear Valley school. · 

: is. any cha'ncftp.ey;·Mll n6t be coining.,.: . pqv,~ll~):J~s, lje~n;}vpr,~ng :'af ll, :sj_~th-· •., P!\&. lti:!en .afraid to speak up because .of. Also at issue is $700,000 · the school "We will still have disagreements,'.' 
. back_tiie nex;t y~ai\·. :, . · . . •. through_'~ighth~?ra.~f§panish .and teclt '. tlie ~~at hiS\'vife could lose her teac~ing dis'.rict Ioarted th_e {\lpine Count:,' he said. "We will.still ha~e people.who 

However,. &ftet comparing per notice nology_!~a2her-,3:~JY~~tas servmg as the position. . Office of Educf!tion ,m order to help think we should use.contingency funds 
· to· the four others, Lovell discovered:· 1il;>rary/medi,~·p,er~o~;\:; .. . . . . "It was nev!)r oroughf up to us that . purchase the E!ir1y Learning Center in for paying teaching salaries ... 
. t}lat on hers. and ·principal Katy·:_• What .bother.s:.bepJh~ most, she said, something was coming up,". he said. . Woodfords in October io03. "It's complicated and leaves rqom 
Hadley'ii' notice, tl).e w,ord·. ;iiritent'' had js how .. tll.~;-scho(!f_l;,,of!rd leaV;es. the ·. Andy Layell said at the. site councii According to P'arsons, the money for all kinds of interpretations." · .. 
been left off. . · · · · ·. 'Jeacherirand others· involved out of the meeting on;J,an. 20, Parsons_ asked the came .from one-time .funds, not from ·. The principal, first-grade teacher 

'1n, so many worils I was tolc;l that if decision-making prqcess. . . . · · · council fo).,;.$60,000 · to increase an ongoing monies_ that are used to pay .Robin Mc~illly, Lovell,.Am.ericari Indi-
was. (my· final notice),'? said Lovell. · "The whole issue is that we are left after-school -program from 11/.2 to foµr teachers' salaries. · · . . an Education reading program mstruc­
"Bµt, ·officialiy,I wori't know :until in the dark,'' said Lovell. ''.There is a . hours. Althciµ_gh the. shorter program.is_ . · ~he private schooi was purchased _for tor Deirdre Wailace .and Bear Valley 
May.!' .. . . . · . : · serious lack of trust. We're tryillg to requir~d, the'longer one was not. less tha~ 'it would have cost to build a High School teacher Stephanie l3rown 

District superintendent Jim P.arscins protect the interest of the kids/' · · He adll).itted that Parsons had bee.n school,· at· $1.2 million Parsons said. received-notices. 
saiq if the layoffs happen ies because · Joe Voss, a di~trict teache_r at Wood- . hinting at budget' pi:oblems for ab<mt The Office of Educatio1f_used $500,000 A library assistant, the school nurse 
of declining enrollment (down: from - fo~ds High 'School and member of the two years, but nothing· definite had ever• it ,had accumulated in a contingency and a· disciplinary aide were already le.t 
130 to 87' in the lilst'1 few. years) and •a -Alpine County Teachers Association, been presented to the council. · :fund along with the $700,000. The First go this school year. 
$240,000 budget deficit. The budget said he had n_o knowledge of. the . "He said th!lt whether we· appioved 5 Coinmission spent $500,000 to · · 
won't be complete until April and· the 'upcoming intents to layoff. ·. . . · . this, _either way·there were some people remodel.the building. . II Jo Rafferty can be reached at )raff er-· J 

fmal de.cision.ori layoffs won't be-made "They've been working on this for a at risk," Lovell said. "But, he never asked The counfy is now maldng monthly ty@recordcourier.com or 782-5121, ext.

1 
until a May 15 board meeting. . while,'' said Ve>ss_. "In a negotiation us for money to prevent any layoffs. · payments" at 5 percent interest foqhe 213. . . . . . . 

' ~ . . . . 
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taff fe I left in the ark ya , inistration 
by Jo Rallerll/ ''All the letters read as though they meeting in February we asked the dis- "Nothing's clear. He doesn't really 

~;,_ Staff Writer are laid off," said Parsons. "It's con- trict what their layoff plans were - tell us what's going on." f: . ceivable that nobody will get laid off. they said they didn't have any at this Lovell said the council eventually 
:; Rita Lovell was perhaps _one -of the .No final decision has been made on time." approved $70,000 for the new after-
;s:; most surprised of five Alpine .County· anybody. However, Parsons said that he met school position, but that a person had 
.;jl; Unified S~hool D(stri~t staff members ·"Really; nothing else is going to hap- with the Diamond Valley School staff already been hired. He wondered why 
tt: who received thelf "mtent" to layoff pen until April when we go over the on Jan. 20.- !'(We .met) to explain the this position was not being considered 

. ;t; notices after a special.board meeting budget.'' .. --• . .latest developments in the state budget---for elimination, when others who have 
i,1.1ast week. Lovell said she thinks she !Ilay be and Joss of enrollment and told them worked there longer received their 
J;. After serving as a substitute teac·her able to keep her job by beco'rning a that layoffs were a probability;" said notices. r; and teaching full time for three years at classified worker instead of a cert.ificat- Parson$ in a Jetter. "(Parsons) said ·he was getting rid of 
iij: the small kindergarten- through eighth, ed teacher, a position that ,yould pay Lovell's husband, Andy Lovell, is a. people because of seniority," said 
·~: ?rade Markleeville school while wd,rk- · considerably less, -This disappointed. member of the Alpine County School Andy. "The $60,000 would have 
"'', mg toward her master's degree, Lovell her;sirice her in~ste(s·degree shciii!d be· District.'Site Council, a state-mandated retained two of the teachers." 
;~j thought her future was set. . . · completed' within· a· y~ar and she .wants.- group_oi parents and teachers that meet "I'm just a dad," he said, "bi1t even 
\ij:: In California it is mandatory to give to stay:workihg in the small town corri0 to distribl1te funds. / when you don't know every fact, you ~f district staff riolict: by March 15 ifth~i:e_ immity she lives in .. · ' . . Up until now, Andy Lovell said he know when you're being manipulated." 
;'iit is any chalice they .will not be coming tovelf'has be~n ·working as a sixth- _has been afraid to s'peak up because of Also at issue is $700,000 the school_ 
ff-back the next year. . · Uirough eighth-grade Spanish and tech- the.fear his wife could lose her teaching district loaned the ·Alpine County 
<A-}: However, after comparillg her notice nology teac\ler l\S }veil as serving as the pcisfrion. ·: . I · Office of Education in order to help 
;h. to the four others, Lovell discovereil library/media person. . "It was never br\rnght up to us that purchase the Early Learning Center.in 
j:f that on hers and principal Katy What bothers· her the most, she said, something was coinlng ujJ," he said. · Woodfords in October 2003. 
:f,~':Hadley's notice, the word "intent" had • is how the schoo(hcfard leave,s the Andy Lov~ll said at the·site council According to Parsons, the money 
l:. .· been left off. . teachers and othe'rs' involved out of the meeting on )an. 20'; Parsons asked the- came from one-time funds, not from 

. ""In so many words I was told that it decision-making process. council for_ $60,0p0 to increase an ongoing monies that are used to pay 
was (my final nollce)," said LoveJI. "The whole issue is that we are left after-school program from !112 to four teachers' salaries.· 
"But, officially, I won't know until in the dark," said Lovell. "There is a hours. Alt]jough th~ shorter program is, The private school was purchased for 
May." _serious lack of trust. We're trying to required, the longerhne was not. · less than it would have cost to build a 

District superintendent _Jim Parsons protect the interest of the kids." He admitted thab Parsons had been school, at $1.2 million Parsons said. 
said if the layoffs happen it's because Joe Voss, a district teacher at Wood- hinting at budget problems for about The Office of Education· used $500,000 
of declining enrollment (down from fords High School and member of the two years, but nothing definite had ever it had accumulated in a contingency 
130 to 87 in the last few years) and a Alpine County Teachers Association, been presented· to the council. fund.along with the $700,000. The First 
$240,000 budget deficit. The budget said _he had no knowledge of the "He said that whether we approved 5 Commission spent $500,000 to 
won't be complete until April and the upcoming intents to layoff. this, either way there were some people remodel the building. 
final decision on layoffs won't be made "They've been working on this for a at risk," Lovell said. "But, he never asked The county is now making.monthly 
until a May 15 board meeting. while," said Voss. "In a negotiation us for money to prevent any layoffs. payments at 5 percent interest for the 

next 15 years, a higher rate than what it 
.was making before, Parsons said .. 

Parsons said in prior years the dis­
trict was using contingency monies to 
pay for teachers' salaries, but with 
declining enrollment and a classroom 
ratio of 14-1, he couldn't justify it any 
longer. 

"How far do we· spend down our . 
one-time contingency fund until people 
get laid off?" asked Parsons. 

Parsons said be is not sure how mi1ch 
is in the contingency fti~d now, but will 
know more after budget meetings in 
April. This fund is necessary for emer­
gencies, such as a boiler_ that is going 
out at a Bear Valley school. 

"We- will still have disagreements," 
he said. "We will still have people who 
think we should use contingency funds 
for paying teaching salaries. 

"It's complicated and leaves room 
for all kinds of interpretations." 

The principal, first-grade teacher 
Robin Mccully, Lovell, American Indi­
an Education reading program instmc­
tor Deirdre Wallace and Bear Valley 
High School teacher Stephanie Brown 
received notices. 

A library assistant, the school nurse 
and a discip!inaiy aide were already let 
go this school year. 

llllt Jo Rafferty can be reached at jraf/er­
ty@recordcourier.com or 782-5121, ext. 
213. 



Opinion is writer's, 
not group's .R-c 

6-1-os 
EDITOR: 

In reg~ds t°. ~y guest opinion piece printed 
Feb_. 9 entltled · Fnends of Markleeville seeks full 
project review" I would like to make the follow­
ing clarification. 

The opinion was mine and did not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of all of the Friends of 
Markleeville. 

Savor the 
Nancy Thornburg 

Markleeville 

Picture of Alpine 
lawsuit incomplete 
EDITOR: 

The March 4 edition of The Record-Courier 
article on the recently-filed lawsuit against 
Alpine County did not provide the complete pic­
ture. Community members have banded together 
to require the county to conduct an EIR before 

-proceeding with the proposed residential project, 
Markleeville Village/Mahalee Lodge, that would 
more than double the size of Markleeville. There 
are many reasons to suspect that this large proj­
ect could have unmitigated impacts on the tiny, 
historic center of Alpine County. 

In your article, the developer suggests that the 
· lawsuit is the result of a handful of disgruntled 
locals. Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
On Nov. 22, the community submitted a petition 
to the Board of Supervisors with 148 signatures 
from residents and property owners requesting 
an environmental impact report. According to 
the last census, that represents about 75 percent 
of Marl<leeville residents. Tnis is not a handt.711 
of locals, but the vast majority. 

The comments reported in The Record-Couri­
er article reflect the developer's arrogance and 
disrespect for a community that has worked hard 
for decades (in some cases, generations) to pre­
serve and enhance Markleevillefs quality of life, 
unique heritage, and unspoiled alpine scenery. 
There are very different forces in play here. On 
one~hand; there is a: community dete.rm1rrcd to 
retain its character, and on the other, a developer 
with clear visions of profit. 

Phil Bellman 
Markleeville 

7'v 
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0 n Wednesday, F~b: 16 at 
i 6:30 p;m;studentsand . KATY .. 
r parents gat:11.;red'atDia- -. D.R·-,-.A. ·ll.ll s·'c .. OM8E. 

·. l mond Valley SchoolJor the D II 
J annual Block DV awards cere- .· . . . 
l_mony. · · 

Block DV is Diamond Val- . . Bl~ck DV the first time will try 
~ _ley's highest ayvard that is only · hard to.get it again and students· 
-· presented to students in fourth- that didn't get it the first tune · 

through eighth-grade. It ;equires .· will try har4er to get it.Ithink 
students to excel in many differ- · Block DV is a great way to 
ent categories that include cur-· make students try harder to . I 
ricular, athletics, co-cu:mcular , excel in school.. Congratulitioris 

_ leadership and service and citi~ to the students who niade Block 
1 

zenship. The students earn _DV: fourt:ti grade, Logan Cam-·.· 
points for grades, after and dur- bridge, Deanna Doyal, Alfred 
ing school activities, sports and Duran, Chelsee Guerrero - · · 

. many other things. Block DVis Phoebe Hamiltou, Cody Vann ... ' •-, \' 
awarded twice a year, once· each and Tessa Williams; :fi:fth• grade, 
seµiester. The students liave to' . Matth~w Aarons, Riley Curry, 
have good behavior and passing George Dick,Taylor Enibiy; 1 

·~ grades. On Block DV night, Brittainny Colon, Gabe Merrill·· 
_Diamond Valley Principal Mrs. . William Rubino and Brandon , 

c.. Hadley and Alpine County · , . Crawford; sixth grade, Meghen . 
j Superintendent Dr. Parsons' pre~ . Hadley and Reena Spansail; 
1 sented a. framed certificate and a seventli grade, Katy . · 
; pin to all students who have Branscombe, Jessica Burtt ~d 
; received Block DV before. The Kristin Slavik; and eighth grade,· 
( newcomers get a framed certifi- Salinthea Guerrero, Minneah 
i · cate, a pin and _a chenille block Holcfridge: Macy Matlock, 

that says DV- JustinPeets, LucerinaRivera 
Before the ceremony, some andTeddy_Williams .. , 

teachers passed out cake and 
punch to everyone. It's an excit­
ing night for everyone'. The next . 
· semester, students who got 

II Katy 'Branscombe is a sev­
enth-grader at Diamond Valley 
School. . - · · _ · .. 



-•ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT vs~ MITIGATED 'NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
' .. Mitigated negative declaration: 

. "A mitigated negative declaration is appropriate when an ini- · 
tial study has been prepared and. a determination can be made 
that no significant environmental e:ffects will occur b

1
ecause revi~ 

si6ns to, the project have been made or mitigation nieasuies will " 
be implemente-d which ·will reduce all potentially significant 

Environmental. impact report: 
"(An environ:inental impact report is) a detailed statement pte-

1 
pared under CEQA describing and analyzing the significant 
environmenW effects of a project and discussing ways to miti­
gate or avoid the effects." . 

impacts to less than significant levels.:" · . ,- ' ' · . · 

l 

■ From the University of California California Environmental Quality Act Handbook. 
-J,_,,_.:.'f ,_ ..... .,pf~ I- ~I~---;: '' ; .,~ - :_• - ,•, ;: ' ~ I • 

,'. II On March _11, deputies ·sHERIFF'S 'LOG ~d possession of ari illegal pre-, 
• responded to a res1denct ;m Bear · _ .. _ _ . scription drug. 
Valley; Karen Whitaker, 49, of .,c:.::D::,,.::::s · · · ■ On Feb. 27, tlie Search and! 

: Red Bluff, Calif. had died dur~ responded to the Woodfords Rescue tfalll responded to the, 
'. mg the night, . , . · area where tht;y arrested a 52~ area of Armstrong Pass, which I 

; At this time the cause of death year-old Mark:leeville woman borders Alpine· and El Dorado• 
. ' is unknown, but appears to be for willful cruelty to a child·and COUJ!ties to .assist El Dorado 
: . natural. An autopsy. will be per~. immoral acts before a ch:il~ .Cqunty' in finding three _missing I 
!, formed to determine the cau-se woman allegedly became very; persons: On Feb. 28, sn9wmo-
; of death. . . , .. , intoxicated whik'faring fqr bile teams lo~at~ thein. Tht?Y I 
; . 11111 On March 6, the Search'. ,minor, children. _, paq spent the riigb:t outside and 

-l and Re~ctie team.·. respon'de(1~ . · er ~On MarcK); '.deputie( . wf~ __ e_. poss.fhly :~~~{in.g. from '1· 

r the Blue Lakes Road ar~a, · responded to the Woodfords . cp.yp.othernna. 1\vo::of them were 
i wh~re they eventually located .=tri ' area'. for a family ('!isturbru.1ce.;./

0

eva~uated by helicopter to the,: 
j fujur~d siiowmpbiler. '.The victiw_. The~3:Iter~ation. was verbal J:rt· .h?spital and ~ne,JV~§,&'.;:~l~ to_ride I 
; was m the backcount:ry and''¼: .. nature an,d deputies were able to_ hi:s sn9wm<:>bile;?Ut')Vllli the res., 
; California Highway Patrol Heli~\ _ _resolve th_e situation at the crier's:' ·.;;>J ,. ·'·r~ · · _·. · : 
; copter was able ·to remove the •. 'scene. . •. < . · · . ,~ . · .' ■: ,Ori. feb. 26~ tli:l!ee people , 
: victim. The victim required Cal~ \■ On}1eb:Q;,7,jn the Kirk~: were sep~~tely i§.$Ued~citaµonf 
: Star medical l;lelicopter_tran~port ·.wo~od area;' fwo 24-'year-old for operating thei:f·sf!.,<_>Winobiles . 
: to atr:auma center. Merced, Calif. men were arrest- in the wilderness atea. Each 

· 
1 

·. ■ On March 6, depu(iy~-~; ed fofp.psSe$sion of marijuana person stated they had not read, 
•.' .. • ,.. . \ )'_ . . . . . • '1 

--•~·-. c·• ------- ,_ 

the info~ation signs posted ai: Calf. man was .arres~ed for ski- hol to a minor. 
the trailhead · and· had :riot ing in a closed area. . , . · ■ On Feb. 18, deputies 
obtained the free map available ■, On Feb. 19, deputies: assisted Amador County by 

. at the trailhead. All three also responded to a residence ill responding to a domestic_ dis,. 
statea they· had not seen °t-he Woodfords where a burglary. pute in the Kirkwoo'd area. 
signs at the wilderness bourid- was reported. An investigation is There were no injwies and the 
ary, . _ . _ > • _ . underway. matter was turned over. to 
· .. l!I On ,Feb,>24{ 4eputie_s ,II On Feb. {s; ··deputies Ama<ior C~mnty. I . 

. re~ponded to the Kirk\yood area; . iespbnded to the Kirkwoo~larea, · ■ On. Feb. 13, after respond­
w_here a 25-yem:-()id.Sai:J. Fran-· whe~e they loc·ated a 14-ybr-old ing to a reported theft in the 
.dsco man was arr~sted for for-' runaway juvenile. The juvenile ,.-Beat Valley area, a 17-year-old 
gery ofa ski pass>> .. . · was- returned to_ her pareri:ts. An Dorrington, Calif. man was 
· ■ On. Feb. 23 ,·· deputies 'l':8:,year-cild Gardnervi1le .man arr~sted for felony grand theft of 

responded to ;a ·neighborhood in . was arrested for furnishing alco-·. ·a snowboard. . . 
Woodfords for a report:ed distur-
bance: · ·• A··. 2i\year-old 
Markleeville wom:an:,w;as arrest-

; __ :ed.f!)r public}ntoxit~on arid 
J?attery. . . . :,· . . · ·. 
·~·• ■ On: Fpb. 20~ d,eputies 
responded to the Kirkwood_ area 
where a 47-year-old Ripori, 

. , 



Developers get zoning changes 
· by Jo Rafferty 

Staff Writer 
was also apptoved by .supervisors, but. 

DET'AILS. again concerns were raised. · 1 
· 

.. II ;. · . . .. - "I don't know if the county knows· 
'. Zoning ordinance changes and a moni-· The -proposed' project, the,' enough aboutthe :Vastewater treatment,"' 
toring plan for a timeshare ·project in Markleeville Village/Maha.lee Lodge; -~aid,Supervisor Skip Veatch. . . ' . • 

. Markleeville were approved QY Alpine incl.udis 49 cabins a 25-room lodge\ . Th,lwastewatertreatment'V:7ill be mom-\ 
County supervisors in a·4-l vote on Tues-· 

14 
.. · • . I ' . , . ·. · ',:~dby the Lahontan Reg10nal Water 

day .. · . . . . . com,rnerci~ builpings, l:>ev~ral Control Boru;d, said Alpine County Plan-
The one dissenter Chair Don Jardine said employee housing units an9 POSSIRI~ ningDirectorBrian Peters. . . . \ 

he couldn't vote in favor because of the residential, buildings·- totaling 134 >JardinesaidhesharedVeatch's.concem. 
lack of rui environmental impactreport for' structures' in all -·-. in' tlieJown of·. ' "There have been systems in the county 
the proposed Markleeville Vtlfage/Mahalee 1\/larkieeville. . ·. · · monitored by Lahontan that ·have:n't faired 
Lodge resort. He cited the Planning Com.,. · · . · · · . · · · · · ·. · • ·~·.. . well," he said · 
mission'srecommendationforan,eriviron- . The Jack of an envir~nm_ental 'iL6~gtime"resiclent o'f Markleeville 
mentalreportfortheprojectinDecember. 1mp;act_report for _th~ prgJeC~-IS the Nanc:yThoniburgasked-Peters'.ifhe would 

''I agreed 'with the Planning Commission subJeCt()f a lawsuit filed agamst the 1::,e monjtoririg all 106 mitigation measures 
that there should be an environmental county .~ by, . the · Friends ·of onhis.own. · . . _ / 
impact report," said Jardine: ''There is con- Markleeville, a g·roup with 40-50 . '.'Are we going to.be hiring more peo-. 
cem even to the last moment of this second members. The lawsuit claims that an' pie'?" she a~ked.' ' ' .... 
reading. These changes that we're talking. ·. · . · I . . • · . Peters said he would have to contract out 
about could have been addressed through· envi_ronmenta: Impact rep~rt I_S to do the monitoring, and would pay for 
an EIR." . . . 

1 
• . • req~1red accordmg t? the Cahforrna additional help with a 25 percent surcharge 

· Theenvironmentalimpactreport'isthe Environmental Qual1ty·Act. A less on.thebuildingpermitfee. , 
subject of a law.suit filed against:the county· comprehensive envirnnmental study, . Kaiser said that more funding could be . 
by the Friends ofMarkleeville, a group a'.mitigated negative 9eclaration, was- a~quiredfrom the ~eveloper ifpe~ded, 
with 40-50 members., The lawsuit claims prepared on the project last summer. smce CEQA authonzes local agencies to 
that an environmental impact h,port is c·' . ' ty . ' . ' t d . h assess fees. 
required according to the California Envi"' o~n supervi~ors VO e aga!nst t_ e · Kaiser also <1Sked for additional changes, 
ronmental Quality A~t. A less comprehen~ . environmental impact report m spite. including having the developer TomAbdoo 

· · sive environmental study, amitigatednega- of the Planning Commfssioil's rec- of Markleeville U.S.A. fund ·a. museum 
tive.declaratiori, was prepared on.the proj- ommendation iil December. . ' ' exhibit and any educational materials the. 
ect last _summer. County supervisors voted Alpip.e Cqunty Museum woulq. provide. : 
against, the envirorimeiital impact report in Additionally, the developer and the 1 

- spite.of the.Planning Commission's recom- feet, froni the.center .of the. town ditch to .·museum would have to agree.on a histori­
. meridation. . . the rear of the cabins'. cal consultant who would oversee the proj-

The proposed project includes 49 cabins;•, . II No· require~ent for a physical barrier ett. · · . . . 
· a 25-room lodge, 14 coillIIlercial buildings, · pver the .town ~tch at this time, although - Attorney for the developer Whit.Manley 
· several employee housing units av,d possi- the idea could be revisited when approval said he thought Abdoo· would agree to the 

ble residential buildings - totaling 64 . of the tentative map is requested. · · changes. . · . · . 
structures in all. . . After a few more changes ·to w,ording in · Agrun, Jardine .said he objected to the 
. The Alpine County Technical Advisory the o:tdinance, Supervisor Gunter Kaiser monitoring plan because of the lack of an 
. Committee recommended. the following said he likes the changes, especially since environmental impact report . 
. changes to the zoning ordinance, which the more safety guidelines were added. · . •. . . 
Board of Supervisors approved: . . · . · · ''The applicant better take this. document . II Jo Rafferty ·can be reached at · 

II Realignment of one of the. streets to to heart," he said. .• . . · . jrafferty@recordcourier.coin or 782-5121, ext. · 
allow for a JO-foot setback; instead of 15 A monitoring plan to oversee the proj~ct 213. . 

' \ j - -- • 



Afraid Marl<leeville "7ill go the vvay of other to'Wn:s 
!JV Diel< E1lwanls 
Special to the R·C 

Recently, I visited the commu­
nity of Julian in San Diego Coun­
ty. Its environment is similar to 

· Markleeville, in the pines at an 
elevation of 4,500 feet, the streets 
are few and narrow and it seems 
quaint filled with curio shops and 
restaurants. 

Years ago, when I first visited 
Julian, it was quiet and peaceful 
like Markleeville is today. It was a 
very pleasant place to visit. Like 
Markleeville, some of the local peo­
ple were anxious to bring business 
and wealth to those who owned 
property and businesses, they 
dreamed of people flocking from 
the urban centers of San Diego 
County and filling their pockets and 
the city coffers with dollars, their 
dream has come true, but some­
times dreams become nightmares. 

Rushing to fill a vision they 

Guest 
opinion 

• I 

ignored this environmentally sensi-
. tive area and the historic values. 
And like the movie "Field of 
,Dreams," they built a new Julian 
and the people came. What the 
community did not consider was 1 

infrastructure. And what was once a 
·· pleasant place to visit is today a vis-
itors' and locals' nightmare. 

Without considering infrastruc-
1 ture, Julian created: a traffic night­
mare - parking is impossible, local 
residents are faced with driveways 
blocked by a thoughtless visitors. 
People wait in line to get into 
restaurants and stores blocking foot 

: traffic and any thought of a casual 
· walk through town. Julian had 
i become a Chamber:of Commerce's 

dream, but not a pleasant place to 
visit. · 

Visitors wait in line at the four 
public unisex restrooms and pay 25 
cents for the privilege. All the stores 
and restaurants. have a sign in the 
window, "Restrooms are for paying · 
customers only." Fire and enforce­
ment are overwhelmed as _both are 
functions of the County or State and 
Julian is a low priority for these 
functions. 

What's this all mean to 
Markleeville? Well, a project being 
considered here has mesmerized a 
part of the community with visions 
of visitors filling the streets, and of 
course for a few, wealth. Typical of 
what is happening all across Ameri­
ca, a community wants more rev­
enue, but never thinks of the cost in 
the long run. They rush to bring 
people· to t)J.e community but do not 
plan for simple things like parking, 
restrooms, fire and law enforce­
ment. They want what the visitor 

will bring, "money," nothing more, 
expecting that the facilities will 
somehow magically appear in the 
future. · 

It seems Markleeville's futllre 
will become what I have seen in 
Julian ai1d it frightens me. But then, 
greed drives a great number of indi­
viduals. in today's world, looking 
for the "fast buck," while ignoring 
the future of an area. 

I wonder whose dream will come 
true, a developer and a few who 
look for wealth, or will it be a 
haven f9r those who seek a simpler 
life among the I pines and 
Markleeville Creek. I am afraidi the 
dream will become a nightmare and 
the stre~ts of Markleeville will be 

I • . 
congestr,d with cars and people des-
perately looking for somewhere to 
park, e~t, buy curios and use a ~est­
room. 

II Dick Edwards is the Alpine CoL1nty 
Museu~1 Director in Markleeville) 
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La-w enforcement nothing new- for Alpine's Cra~ford 
Sheriff reflects on way of 
life, changes In Alpine 

hV Jo Ralfertv 
Staff Writer 

Growing up fo a tight-knit 
community in Mono County, 
Alpine County Sheriff John 
Crawford got to know the law 
enforcement officers as more 
th;m just cops. 

He saw that they were peo­
ple, he liked what they were 
doing and made friends with 
them. 

"I think I got to know the 
other side, not just arresting 
people," said Crawford, who 
has been sheriff since Novem­
ber 2002. "You're there to 
help and be part of the com~ 
munity. I never really consid­
ered law enforcement before 
that." 

Crawford, 40, admits that 
his crew of 13 - consisting of 
three deputies, an undersheriff, 
Search and Rescue volunteers 
and two support staff - are . 
not running from call to call in 
a county with approximately 
1,200 residents, mostly from 
the towns of Markleeville, 
Woodfords, Bear Valley and 
Kirkwood, 

·However, with ·760 miles to 
cover, which span El Dorado 
to Amador to Mono County to 
Tuolumne County to the 
Calaveras County border, 
Crawford sometimes has to 
rely on others who may be 
able to get to the scene of an 

· n,-,,...;,-1.,.nt nf" r,...-im,:,. nn1f'lrAT" than 

, · SIIANllON LITZ/The R-C 
Official: John Crawford is the Alpine County Sheriff. Below, he speal<s about county_ programs at a recent Alpine County 
senior luncheon. 

~M#&,1J..f¢;f'.\4i/E1:i~1:$111fltl>Yf'Ni;I 

AlPIMte COU~lfil 
See page 8 in today's 
R-r. fnr mnrn AlninP. 

"Winter and summer have 
become more and more busy 
for us because more people 
are coming here ·for vaca­
tions," he said. "More and 
more people coming here 
find out what a great place it 
is." 

When asked what he thinks 
about a proposed tim\)share 
project for Markleeville_ -
Markleeville Resort/Mahalee 
Lodge with 49 cabins, a 25. 
room lodge, a spa and 14 com­
mercial spaces - Crawford 
seemed worried. · 

"A development like that 
coining in with that amount of 
people would impact us great­
ly," said Crawford. "I've asked 
for impact fees, funding, to 
help.offset those costs. · 

"I've_ watched the county 
change. We're in the courts 
.more. Now we're seeing new 
developments coming in. The 
citizens, they're very con­
cerned." 

Crawford said he's seeirig . 
people relocate from Douglas 
County. 

"You look at· the develop­
ment going on in Douglas 
County - we see the push. 
This is the backyard for a lot 
of those folks." .. , . 
· In spite of these problems,· 

Crawford wouldn't give up tlie 
scenery, the small-town way of 
life and especially the people · 
he knows so well in Alpine 
County. While out on patrol, 
sometimes residents flag him 
dov1n and invite him in to din­
ner. 



1,200 ;;sident;;• ~ostly froii'i 
the towns of Markleeville, 
Woodfords, Bear Valley and 
Kirkwood. 

'However, with·760 miles to 
cover, which span El Dorado 
to Amador to Mono County to 
Tuolumne County to the 
Calaveras County border, 
Crawford s'ometimes has to 
rely on others who may be 
able to get to the scene of an 

· accident or crime quicker than 
he can. · 

"We do a lot ·of work with 
other counties and the CHP," 
he said. "Citizens here at Kirk­
wood helped stop a fight 
between officers and some 
·peopk." . 

With budget cuts, Crawford 
said he is lucky to have volun­
teers who are ready to hop on 
their snowmobiles to assist lost' 
or injured winter recreation 
enthusiasts. 

"Staffing levels haven't 
increased, they've decreased," 
said Crawford. "We'.re three 
positions down,'.' , · 

Crawford Jias to be ready'to 
go at any given mpment. 

."We are the supervisors, so 
we constantly monitor our 
radios 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week," said Crawford. 
"It's a way of life. It's ho\V I 
started here. 

"When y·ou're a deputy, 
when you' re needed, you 
respond out." 

Crawford motioned toward 
the rear of his SUV which is 
loaded with all kinds of emer­
gency equipment, including 
food and water. 

"This is life out here in the 
mountains," he said. 

Kirkwood Mountain and 
Bear.Valley resorts and Blue 
Lakes Road Snow Park are 
regular stops for him. On a 
warm Thursday afternoon fol-

. lowing a. snowstorm, about 50 

ment going on in Douglas 
County - we see the push. 
This is the backyard for a lot 
of those folks." . . 

SHAflllON LITZ/The R-C 
ilfficl.il: John Crawford is th~ Alpine County. Sheriff. Below, he speaks about countY. programs at a recent Alpine County 

· In spite of these problem~,· 
Crawford wouldn't give up the 
scenery, the small-town way of 
life and especially the people: 
he knows so well in Alpine 
County. While out on patrol, 
sometimes· residents flag him 
down and invite him in to din­
ner. 

senior luncheon. 
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ALP~i~E ~ffilllllmliW 
See page 8 in today's 
R-C for more Alpine 
County coverage.· 

cars were lined up at the snow 
park, down a dead-end road 
off Highway 88. People go 
there to snowmobile, cross­
country sld and snowshoe, he 
explained. 

"Their loved ones will call 
if they don't come home 
tonight," said Crawford. 

CapJes. Laj:_e_._ .. and the 
Toiyabe. Forest _are"also com­
mon areas where people get 
into trouble. 

"This area in the wintertime 
keeps us busy," he said, look­
ing out over frozen Caples 
Lake. 

About a month and a half 
ago, Crawford was down in 
the Bear Valley area with the 
Mono·County sheriff at about 
3 p.m., when they came across 
human tracks in the snow. 

"The sheriff of Mono Coun­
ty led the way," said Craw­
ford. "He followed (the 
tracks) down to a certain 
point, down in a deep canyon. 
We established voice contact. 
We thought the individual had 
broken his leg. He hadn't 
eaten all day, hadn't had any 
water. We administered first 
aid, built a fire and a shelter. 
We had food and water. We. 
waited for Mammoth County 

Search. and Rescue until 7 
p.m. at night when they got 
him out." 

Kirkwood can attract up to 
6,000 people on a holiday or 
weekend day, he said. 

"The DA handled 400 cases 
last year: quite a few thefts, 
related to skis and snow-

boards," said Crawford. 
Alpine County has seen 

murders, rapes and its share of 
drug problems, said Crawford, 
and lately these incidents have 
been increasing. 

Crawford first joined the 
sheriff's department as a 
deputy 20 years ago. Since 

He and his deputies try to 
keep in touch \Viti). the colfimu- · 
nity as much as possible. 

They attend occasional sen­
-ior lunches' at Health and 
Hunian Services to teach sen­
iors about law enfcircement. 
services. 
. The shedff's department h_as 

developed a program where 
people who have committed 
'tow-level crimes can work off 
their _debt by helping a senior 
paint- a house or stack w<iod. · 

"It's neigl).bors helping 
neighbors," "said Crawford. 
. "It's been real rewarding _:_ 

.. · fo be able to make a differ­
. ence, to be able to. lielp peo-

then he has seen the popula­
tion and the number of vaca­
tioners grow. He is concerned 
about the county's future. 

ple." . 
···~·"It seems· like· I'jusr got·· 

started yesterday," he said, 
pointing to the snow covered 
hillsides ofAlpine ~s he trav~ 
eled through Woodfords, to 

· Kirkwood and back, part of the 
route he takes daily to check 
on what's going on in the 
county.· 

"It's a wonderful· place to 
be." . 

11111 Jo Rafferty can be reached at 
jrafferty@recordcourler.com or 
782.-5121, ext. 213 .. 



LaWJn a land of streams, ,skLslOpes 
by William Ferchland . · 
R-C News Service 

square miles of mostly.pristine 
meadows, fishable lakes and 
craggy wilderness; creates 

.. The only courthou.se in many memories. Privat~. prac~ 
Alpine County holds four jury tice attorney. Bart Weitzenl>erg · 
trials ec:ich year. The blue syn-· brightens at his own. ·: . . 

·thetic' leather seats show no •. In Weitzenberg's arse1:1al of ~ 
sign· of wear,· linlj.k~ the. · attorney stories, this memory . 

' enclosed law books dating back .tanks at the. very top and has 
· to ·the 19th century that adorn not pe~n:matched by colleagues 

the surrounding back. walls in in more th~ three decades of 
glass bookcases. . ·. . . . ' practicing law. 

I.:a:w fu a small county can be • · It was ·an.Alpine County 
· scarce and inemorable. Pull it case;about 15 years :ago, the· 
back to a county of 1,200 peo- Sonoma County; attorney .· 
pie and you get sometlµng more · recalled. It was a noncriminal 
historic; visceral and unique. ·matter. · ·. . . 

Formed in 1864, Alpine Two skiers were enjoying · 
County 1s .the smallest county in Kirkwood Meadows· when they 
California based bn.' its p' op·. ula- hit · Jiff. . an unseenc . . . . . 
ti.on. 'Two ski resorts, Kirkwood Weitzenberg sued Kirkwood 
Mountain Resort iri the north Mountain Resort for not. 
and Beat.Valley 'in the south, · installing bound_aries. At the' 
balloon thatpqpulation with vis::'. onset, the case was the strangest 
itors and part~timeemployees. _ he e:i(perienced, he s~d. . . .·· 
· · As the only coµnty exempt "It was a time warp back to 

· from the one-day/one-trial jury the days· of the old Wtld West," 
~ystem, each season has a week he said. "The judge ran. out of 

. d~signated for a Jury trial. ~ · prospectiv_e jurors. to choose 
wmter, when Highway 4 .1s from and we needed some more 
clo~ed between· the county seat, so h~ utilized a st~tute rarely 

·· Markleeyille, ~d Bear Valley, used ·anymore and authorized · 
residents :who cannon:ravel to . the courtroom bailiff to go· ·out­
Markleeville are ex,cused fro~ · and round up citizens . of the 
duty. :- . . . . . . . . · county as prospective jurors'." 
· Will Richmond, the comity's , . · Barflies and .diners att1i'~· for- DAN THRIR/R-C News Service · 

· ·· Ready for work: .District Attorney Will Richmond enters th,e 
~stri~t attorney,: e1:1joys his job. 11'.;1er Cutthr«;>at Saloon, ice s~- .. Alp' ine Co, unty .Cou. rthouse in Markleeville, Ca_lif. . . 
smce 1t allows him to also _work. ermen and bank tellers· and , . err · 

• as· a circuit prosecutor in ·other customers were i-6.unded up. ·.· Rive~, which runs next to the Richmond said those times 
counties handling envfronmen;- When .tlie judge asked if there courthouse. . have passed; , 
tal issues. . . . · · was any reason for them not to - -And, in the first time fahisto~ · But the small-town· charm is· 

''I C<!fil~ in~ci tq.e m()untains to serve as jurors, all but one ry, the jury sided. with the plain- there. Alpine County Superior 
do enw;-onment work for a col-· raised. their hand. The only on~· tiff, a wfu for the Sonoma Coun- Collf!: Judge- Richard Spec<;:hio 
lectidn of countiest he said~ 't . who sat stilhvas the judge's 'ty attorney and his client, ]J.e said: . said divorces are minimal. 
jumped at the chance to become ··.niece, Weitzeriberg said. · · "That case is. not ,only the· "Its just a beautiful litti'e I 
the Alpine County district attor- · ·During the jury's. delibera:.. ··most unique c_ase I·ever·t:ped · town," he said. ''It just has the . 

. ney." · · · . ti.on,. Weitzenberg fly-Ji~hed in but the mo.st unique ¢ase any- nicest people fo the world; a 
Tl;le county, with its 743 'liis $uif at the East Fork Carson bodyhas:he~d," he.said. . real cohesion over there." 



.. · · ... · · : · .. · .· , ... · •· ' . · . . ·· · · Submitted photo 
Ready read.ers: Diamond Valley School first- and second-

, grade.students li~ten to children's author Karen Gedig Bur~ . 
nett on Marqh 2; Read Across America Day . 

. ' . - - - ( 

· Learning to read .·, 
can·be: a lo·t of fun-
By Salina Guerrero . velqus Megan· G. Beam,er (A 
Special tq ttie R~C '. Day in the Life of.a Dre~er)," 

. . . · ''Katie's Rose," "If the World 
·1· t's ~astthattim.· e.ofyear · · WereBlind".andm~ymore. 

agam, March 2, Theodor ·. Ms: Burnett gave two pre~ .. 
Geisel's birthday, otherwise sentatiolis to Diamond Valley 

known as'.Dr. Seuss. Schools·• School students in these 
acro~s Americacelehrate his : . 'groups: Kindergarten-four!h 
birthday. We here\at Diamond: grade, and fifth-eight grade. In 
Valley Schoolcelcl>rated it on addition, on this day Diamond 
March 3 and hosted an Valley students had the_ oppor-. 
author;s vi~it. · , . . trn:iity to wear their pajamas or · 1 

Karen :Gedig Burnettis a. sweats, slippers; etc, to school. 
c:hildren's.book author and has The school provided students 

, been an elementary school . . V{itb. healthy $.nacks they ate 
' c.ounselor for ov~i- .20 years: while they took the whole day 
, During this time she has con- . to reac:i m tlieir bomei-oorri 1 

! 

· structedmany programs fo~ • classes. · 
children to help :the~ develop . ·. · · . . . . 
their life skills, She wrote the . II Saliha'Guertero ·iS an eighth-
following bcioks:"Simon's ,·grader at DiamondValley··' 
Hook,". ''The.Magical Mar~ Scho.ol. 



Hung-.A~tel-TiNative,America111 

---:· __ .. .._-~..:..._ _ _:,____:_ ___ :..., __ ._ -------·-- ____ · -·--- -- .·, -- -------------------=----------------

Science 'Bowl 2005 a suc·cess . . -. . -··-·-- . ~. ~-r--~~-----·----~ + 

Staff Reports students committed to attend : answered a biology toss· up : 
practice three.days· a week after . question to bring·theteam with~·: 

This year Hung-A-Lel,-Ti · schooland help raise funds for in two points of advancmg. 
youth again participated in the . the trip. . , . . ·. Anthony Caldera, the team : 
NaticinalNative American'Sci- David Roberts fr and Jason captain wa~_prte of 10 all~stars • 
ence· Bowl. The Science Bowl Bryan. were the team, coaches, selected frofuth~ competition. 
is a friendly academic competi- ,· at1d e,ach participated in the Sci~ While in'Albtiquerque the· 
)ion with re·gular American.· 'e:iice;,!?9Wl as high school stii- · .. teaµi visited the Pt1eblo Indian 
Jndia,1)- high ,jichool studyn,ts. · \. , depts,1 'fhl.s JAip;' the ~ompetj~()n Cultmal Center: whichjs qwned 

Team 'members included:. was field at the University of1 arid op~rated bf the i3°Puebl~ 
seniors Nicole. Bennett, Alltho- . NewMexico in Albuquerque. . tribesfo ·New MexicQ.,They , 

... ny Caldera, and Ramsey Horse, Team. . . Hurig-A-Lel-Ti dine(:l in .~h~ restaurant that I 
junior J~ssica Bennett and advanced through three matches ' . - '-· •.. . . I 

.sophomore Emmy Frank; all in the mofaing round to the 
. students at. Douglas High championship round>With ffve 

School. . . . . · seconds to spare in the match 
· The students began practice in . against Santa. Fe. Indian School, 

,. Novembetwith the help ofa .Anthony Caldera c.orrectly • 
practice team,' which ihcluded ' . . ' . 
Dot1glas High Sc}:looLjuniors 
Jermaine Jim and ArithonYWed~. 
fock, sophomore Ben Gonzalez, 

.• Woodfords High Scliooljunior 
Rosie Gabriel and Pau-Wa::Lu 

. freshman Mike Rojas .. These ; 

, • included trad1tional ~foods like· Woqdfords Indian Education Ill Information provided by . 
oven bread, posole anci chili. Cente:riAlpirie TJ\NF sponsored · the.Woodfords Indian Educa­
stew. They also visited the 

1 
the team and a spaghetti.dinner Uon Center in M;:irkleeville. 

Sou.thwest Indian Polytecluncal helped raise funds foi: the top. . 
Institute campus known as· SIPI. · . · · 
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