
· ¾tists' works on· display during .tour 
. ' . - . 

by Jonni Hill 
Staff Writer 

. Autumn in Markleeville caus- ' 
_es an artistic palette of. vibrant 
hues to be ·splashed into' canyons_ 
and across ridges wherever .·. 
aspens and cottonwoods grow. 
:. The artists in the small town 

. of Markleeville, some with sttl- .· · 
:dios smounded by pastures and . 
others by forest, will open their 
_doors to the public ·from i1 a.m. 

· to 4 p.m., Oct. 8 and ·9 at the· 
Autumn Opdn Studios tour.·· 

I 
Th~ tour is .free ~d a chance . 

to see where the artists create · 
fueir works of art as well as to 
talk to them about their creations: 

' I 

Markleeville artists, from left, Jeff Brees, Charles Muench,/ 
Gina Gigli, Mark, JE;nnifer and Carolyn Vaughn, Sandra Bae-/ 
nen .. Ellen Martin, Ka,y Jobst, Peter Chope ,and, Todd I 
Branscombe. ·'-. · 1 

· Art work will range from oils, 
etchings, photographs, ·drawings 
and watercolors to sculptures, 
pottery, jewelry, .fiber arts and 
baskets. 
:~ Participating artists for.this· DEl"ILS · 
thirq. annual event include; Gina . . K . 

I 

. Gigli, PeterChope; Sandra Bae~ What: M?rkleeville Artists' O_pen Studio Tour 
-nen, K~~~Saldwell,'l~ff a~d;~,\!!~~"~=;ll,~g,. t_o4 p,rn, ~et,8 and 9< . ·. .·-. ' .. ·· 1 

!~ Bree~'.it~arles Mue~~?:· Jen?~slffl~:C1~9)~ij.~4.,.225~,or v1s1twww._c~arlesmue_nch.com . 
~~ ~a~g~1:~:~qfJr11:~f,,i,-,;~;:,~;;~;t~::~~ie ·;::~' •. , '"'·;};. • · .~:~ ... · · ;, : . . .· .. 
Jobst foci&'B~ans~oriiBtiinl:,·Bteald:~)'fot'iiiM: support.~>- . :.'/den of ifi.e·Mounta:iii;!$i; qarden[ 
Susan F1akus. ·· Maps guiding visitors to the.·. in J[oodfi. o. r_ds from 11 am.to 4

1 

" This year the ~vent is spoil.- · artists' home studios will be pre- . :p.ni. on Saturday and Sunday. · 
· · . s,ored by locai businesses; as sented· to registi-ants · at the For niore information call, 

;ell as supported by the artists. Alpine County Chamber of Villa Gigli at (530) 694-2253 or't 
-~, Marldeeville artists said they Commerce on Main Btreet in visit the Web · site\ 
:,-would like to thank Wolf Creek .Markleeville both days of the · •www.charlesmue11ch;com I 
:Javem, Villa Gigli, The. Deli,: studio tour. . . . . . I 

'. Markleeville General Store and Linda Merrill will be serving· 
Mountain arid Garden Bed and homemade ··apple pie in the gar:.. 



_ . . . . . . . . .· . . . . .. . . . : •. · JONNI HILUR-C photos 
Jhe artistic ·works of Mark and Carolyn Vaughn's pottery, Kay Jobst's pine needle baskets 
and gourds placed on top· of one of Ellen Martin's fiber·a:rt lap quilts .with one of Sandra Bae~ 
nen watercolors behindJhe display. · · . . . . ·· 1 

_-4 ' .. • • • ·.- - • 



Gra·nd Jury· accepting recommendatioris 
Staff Reports · writing. It is recommended that tions or by writing to the 

re.quests be made on Alpine . address below: Alpine County 
, The Alpine County Grand · County Grand Jury fonns: Let.: Administration Building,. 

Jury 2005-2006 has convened. ters will also be accepted. Markleeville Library, Bear Val-• 
Any person may contact the People are encouraged to ley Library, Bear Valley Fire 

Grand Jury for purposes of sign the request so the Grand · House,, Hung a lel ti Fire House 
_making a citizen's complaint or Jury can act mofe efficiently, and Education Center, The 

· for giving infoi;mation: Citizens · but it is not required. All corre- Learning Center in Woodfords , · 
may request that the Grand Jury spondence is strictly co:n:fiden- , and Kirkwood Fire House. 
investigate matters relating to tial. E~mails are not accepted. · Requests' may be mailed to 
County Government. Grand Jury forins may be P.O. Box.102, Markleeville, 
. · _All requ~sts must b~ made in obtained at_ the f~llowing loca- CA 96120. 

Bear Valley Trial Briefs . arts arid crafts, food, public 
The Bear Valley Trial will interest. gr:oup 'booths~ horse-

take p1ace Saturday and .Sun- - shoes, a raffle and :entertain-
. day. Four levels of motorcycle Tahoe , ment. A blood drive will take · 
classes are included in this II Sept. 2,8 - .· To be place in :a United Blood.Ser.:. · 
event, presented by Sacramento ~ounced . ·. . .. . . vices Blood Mobile 10 a.m. to 
Pacific' International Trials ·, ·Most bus trips are fi:om 10 5 p.in. on Saturday. Donors w.il1 
Society, fac. For information, a.m; to 2:30 p.m. . .. . . receive a,free hot dog lunch. ·. · 
visit www.sactopits.org II Gail will host a luncheon , For information on the event; 

·Hof springs to close 
.Grover HotSpring~ pools 

will be closed for .maintenance 
· and repairs Sept. ,'12-- 30. 
Delay~ are possible for re­
ope~g. For more infon:µation 
call (530) 694 - 2248 or (530) 
694-2249. 

·. Fifty Plus Club trips 
The Fifty Plus Club for sen­

iors in Alpine County b,as the· 
follqwing bus trips planned: _ 

II Sept. 14 ~ Carson Citf 
II Sept: 21 - South Lake 

. . ' ' 

on Sept. 29. The theme is "h\fl'.- how to enter tb.e chili or salsa 
. vest." . challenge .or ho'w io re:rit a . 

For more information, call booth, call the Woodfords Store -
Sherri Dennis at (530) 694~ at (530f ~94-2930 or Alpine 
2235. .. · Kids, (530) 694-2934; Spon­

Community faire·· 
. The 10th annual Woodfords' 

CommunityFaire will take 

sors -include the Alpine Cham-­
ber of Commerce· and Kirk­
wood Mountain Resort. Pro­
ceeds benefit Alpine Kids .. 

place 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept._ 17_.B nd·to·p1·ay . <. . 
, and 18 at the yellow flashing 8 . . . · , . . 
light 'at the junction of high- Kirkwood Mountain Resort 
V'{ay's 88 and .89. The ·event presents DafHicks and the Hot 
includes a country chili chal- Licks.at 6 p.m. Sept. 24. Tick., 
lenge, a _salsa making chal- ets are $25. For' more informa­
lenge, antiques and collectibles, ti6n call (209) 258-7254: : 

-1 
I 

' . I 

i 



R.- c.. 

Woodfords' Conununity Faire· booth 
· tO benefit Hurrican·e · Katr'ina victims 

'. '<--

Staff Reports · The 10th anriual Woodfords' antiques, collectibles, Indian' 
' ' •' . 'DETAILS Community ,Faire.& Country tacos and more. Games fot chil-. 

. _Several months ag6
1
, a non, · · ·· · ·· ·· Chili Challenge takes place 10 dren are available for 25 cents , What:·Co_· rnmunity Faire · · · · · · · profit group :Vas formed to ben- a.m. to 5 p;m: Saturday and and a bounce.house is provided. 

efit an Alpine ,County school_ . When: 1 Oa.rn. to 5 p,m., Sunday at the junction of high- The Alpine County Sheriff's 
· considered in crisis by many of Saturdayana Sunday ,( · ways 8,8 and 89. Department wili'give away gun 
its parents and staff. . Where: Junction of The United Blood Se:rvi.ces locks, Smokey Bear will make 

Fundraismg to.Preserve Edu-. · blood mobile will be there all appearances and kids CaIJ. shoot 
· cation was org~ed by parent highways 1 88 and 8-9 · '. day Saturday, with a free. hot . hoops with PAL. . . 
· Robin Butler to try to save Dia-. Fundraishlg to Pr~serve :Educa-:,. dog. or hambu.ig~r meal for Sunday- an all-,you-can-eat 
mond Valley School principal tion willb.aye.a booth selling T- · donors. · pancake breakfast will take. 
Katie Hadley's job. But in the shirts with its logo, hamburgers Alpine Kids will also hold a plice at the Alpine Christian

1 

end; Hadley lost her position and hot dogs. Raffle tickets at taffle, with tickets at.$1 each. · Community Church, 130 Old 
due to lack of funding. · $1-$3 will be. soid, with prizes · Saturday features a: chili chal- Pony Express Road. ~reakfast is i 

Butler held. a cquple of such as, three.bicycles of differ:. lenge, w,ith cooking starting at free; donations ate accepted. : 
fundraisers and is temporarily ent sizes, a ceramic rooster from 10 a.m., tasting kits on sale at 1 . . . All proceeds, other than from I 

· shifting her focus to ·helpjng Scandia Plus in Carson City, and p:m; and winners ~ounced at _the Fundr_aising to Preserve l 
Hurricane Katrina's .victims: She a night for two and a show at 3.30 p.m. _Sunday, s s_alsa ch~- Education booth, -benefit the! 
said she hopes this will te,1ch the Harrah's. The drawing will: take . len~e b~gms atl O a.m., with Alpine Kids program; serving 
children to be giyfug. place Smiday afte~oon. ·_ . . ta~tmg_,kits on sale a! l p:m; and Alpine County families since i 

.. · During the Woodfords' Com,. "We're letting the kids give. ;wmners announced_ at 3:30 p.m. 1981. '1 

munity.Faire & Country' Chili money to the hurricane victims/' Man!bo~ths will be set up, . For more information; call I 
· Challenge this weekel¼d, said Butler. ·· · · featurmg ar!s and crafts, Eclie Veatch at (530) 694-2934. 

. . . , I 

-\Voqdfoi;ds Antiques and qifts to ~lose. doors-final time 
. · of llie store with items priced tak~ place in front of the store. Staff Reports · 
· extremely low, -according to · Customers .will have the -

0 This weekend. Woodfords· Ruth Ann's husband, Dick Pro- opportunity to go to the fair and., 
· ·. Antiques and Gifts will clos~Jts ceeds will benefiuh~Alpine .browse collec;tibles on sale. at· 
doors for the finillJinie .. Tbe· Kids. . the store. . 
. proptietess Ruth Ann Edwards .'This weekend the annual · Woodfords Antique~ and · 

'..· is closing to return:,toher l)dme Woodfordf CommunifyF~e& Gifts is located at 290C. Old 
, in Poway, Calif.; to be ctoserto Country Chili q1allenge will Pqny Express Road. . 
. her children and grandchildr~n. 

Afthough Edwards .said she 
loves Markleeville, the store and 
.the p~ople ofWoodfords, she, 
needs to spend more. time with '. 
herfaµrily. . .. . . ' . 

The store's entire stock will , 
' ·b~.on sale Satur?ay and S~~Yi 

. .with, the ~xception of consign-, 
· ment items and the mat¢rials 1

1 

.belonging to the ,A.rts :and i 
C~afters of Mar~eeyille. There 

1 

1 will also be a porch sale in front ; 
. . • I 



".:,:, 

" . 
AB· ■ Friday; September 16, 2005 ~co..-d., Cour\e C 

,. ~----,---------~-~__,..-...,.., 

·•,.;. Firefighter ·Martin ,Goldberg, ·top; talks about' defensible 
·tisp~ce to Alpine 9oi.mty.senicirs earlier this.month. Seniors. 

!: in .the Fi:fty Plus Club tour Sen. Dave Cox's office., middle;· • t <?-nd _the Capitol building,_ botton,, in Sacramento, C~lif. 
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Artist eets ready 
for.open studio 

show 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2005 Iii FRIDA\. 

1 

· Gigli offers etched collage giclee at art tour 
by Jonnl HIii 
Staff Writer 

Gina Gigli, as unique and indi­
vidual as her art work expresses, 
will. be one of 13 Markleeville 
artists to. open. their studios to the . 
public on Oct. 8-9 from.11 a,m. to 4 
p.m. both days; 

Just -in time for the fall colors to ' 
· dress the valleys and canyons of, 
· Alpine County with festive arrays 
of golden yellows and yibrant 
oranges, Gigli will be presenting to 
the public her first giclee limited 
edition of 25 prints. This newest' 
artistic venue in Gigli's prestigious 
career of hand-printed limited edi­
tions' will be for sale at,. her· 
studio/gallery during the tour. 

The process Gigli incorporates 
in her work is centuries old and 

DETAILS 
What: Markleevill.e Artists· ·. 
Autumn Open Studios · 
When: Oct. a~9, 11-4 p.m. 
Where: Markleeville,studios · 
Info: Free map available by. 
calling (530) 694-2253 . · 

bar~ly touched by modern technol6-. 
gy. 

"I fought. the, concept of giclee · 
prints." Gigli said. "Once l have 
etched the plate. that creates my 
original image; yes, there are copies 
of that work done on a hand-drawn 
.press. But that image will wear out 
and once that happens; there isn't a 
way to .produce any more. This 

· process· makes multiple originals, · 

· (They are considered multiple origi­
. rials because her husband Ruggero 
Gigli, · Villa Gigli Press and printer 
of her original work, must re-ink 

. • the plate for each print.) Each one is 
individual." . . 

Gigli w:ill now offer, a· "new 
· twist" to her traditional printmaking 
with what she calls her etched col­
lage giclee. First, artist Gigli etches 
and aquatints her abstract images 
onto zinc plates, using brushes and 
twisted steel scribers, etching 
ground, lacquer. sprays and nitric 
acid. 

The next step in the pro'cess, 
Ruggero, hand-prints the liinited 
edition onto various .shades of white 
imported Italian Magnani rag paper. 

Now, Gigli 'will. create original 
.collages ,by ripping selected pieces 
from her trial-proof etchings. She 

. reassembles these paper fragments' ... 
. into entirely new compositions 'by:, . 
overlapping the. tom edges, pasting: 
with archival glue and hand-rolling · · 
the papers, securely onto · acid-free 
fo~m 1<ore. ' '·-, ''' ' 

In the fourth step offhe proce~s, 
Gigli harids over her originalcol-' 
lage to Michael Nelson at Grafx 8 
Media Group. The original collage 
of Gigli's work is scanned and 
printed in a'limited edition of prints 
on pH neutral 100 percent acid free, 
140-pound Hahnemuhle Ge.rman 
Etching paper using pigmented inks 
with a life expectancy of more than 
100 years. 

The Giglis are a perfect working 
combination. Chef and printer Rug­
gero, who was born in Florence, 

. . 
Ml~S\V\~ 

See Artist on page 2 
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· . . · .· .• L . · ,:, ··: ''"' ' 1· ' . . .. · · ,~~0~0{: -'-',.'\ . . . .... ·. . . 'k' · \'.'.,;,., Af .· .. · . . SHANNON LITZ/ RsG;Pllotos 
,· , Top, Gj~a Giglj W~,r~p i~. her, Mark!eei/ill~~1uc:ffif,o~'.1f{~pfm·ge th~t Will 'become 'a gfpl~~:pr,[nf.~~f:)(jve,'the artisf wor~~pp';~~t:;.9~Jl~ge·t~~t·Wi}L1t 

. be on display during the Markleev1lle Artists Autumn Op~n:Studios Oct. 8°9. ·' ·Zlli(f "1
' • • ,,:::t1.E:1•i.K "''"•"< : •· .. ,. ,,;,c,., 
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_Su11J11ler_ C_oncert Series.wraps up Saturday 
.Staff Reports . . . . p.m. on the Village Plaza. . .Dan Hicks & The IIot Licks .. 

. . . • , . Jn 1965 Hicks first appeared Tickets are on sale for $25 
Dan Hicks & the Hot Licks . at the Red Dog Saloon in Yrr- · qnd can be purchased by' call-

<tppear in the Sunimer Coric~rt , ginia City wher~ he played as . ing (209) -258-7254. . . 
-· Series at Kirkwood Mountain . the drum.mer for The Charla- Opening band will be the p.:. . 
Resort Satur~ay Sept; 24 at 6 · tans. In 1968, Hicks f~rined 150s. 

I .Kirkwood raislngniotiey_for~hurrica11~· 
.- s_taff Reports . fund~ rnised to Share Our . -reli~ffund.J ·. ' ; 

. . . . Strength who will clistril:mte the·· Doriatio_11s .~ay be made ~t 
Kirkwood and. Sha.re Our . funds directly to local organiza.,, the generai.store·anclthe seas~m 

· Strength ,have tearri~d up i:o tions assisfing yictims in the _ pass office; _ .. ·;· "': ·, · . j . 
donate $20 to the Hurricane affected areas. 1

1 
. • • _All donations .w,ill ~o to Jo¥ . 

Katrina Relief Fund 'for every ;rn ai:ldition to the donation of organizatioos=:•~,;\: · . . -~ · · 
adult value and adrilr fllll pass funds· and. the 11:1-ste. of the.1 ·· c'.£or more :infofm.ation, log 

. sold before Nov. i.. ·. .Nation dinner, Kirkwood is ask- onto_' www.kirkwood.com pr 
. Kirkwooi will donate the ing people to contribute to _the ;, www.strength.org. , 

:.. . . ' ' ' ,, ' . ' ' ' . . ~ 
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Alpine boasts double-digit 
growth in hon,e prices · : 
. by Susan Wood 
R-C News Service. 

Mostly driven by second 
homeowners, Alpine County 
real estate has seen. a surge in 
value tha:t coincides with the 
state's steady increase in prop­
ercy values. 

The median price for a smgle 
family home iJl Californifs 

. smallest county has gone 'up by 
12 percent in one year; topping 
$400,000. In 2004, the price 
was . $350,000, up from · 
$270,000 in the prior year. 

· "They've gone lip quite a bit 
in the last few years," said 
agent Patty. Kennedy, who 
works out of the Century 21, · 
Minden office. Alpine County 
real estate is tracked on' the 
Northern Nevada multiple list..: 

< -~ 

' ' ;' ; - . ~-- - ' ~ !· 

luxury home tour at East Mead-

DETAILS ows l#t weekend. The procee_ds 
of admission were earmarked; to 

Median price for a single benefit the Alpin,e Watershed 
family home rep,orted ih July Group, ~ CC>llaborati;0n of !>1a§e:_ 
II Alpine County: $400;000 • holders m the area: that put~n 
(August). . rhe .Markleeville Creek Days 
II Amador County: $330,000 Cleanup. · 

' The single family homes on 
(August) . ·· . the· tourrangec.l in.value -fiom 
II Kirkwood: $1.5 million · $1.6 million to"$3.5 millipn. 
(m'edian on market in Sep-: . More than 200, p~ople from' 
tember); 'Placerville ab.<l; illiladpr Comity 
$845,000 ( average sold. '. to.South Lake Tahoe and Stock­
YTD) .ton attendedSunday'~event._"~ ·. 
11 California: $451,000 . Some attendees like Shem 

, Lindner· of South Lake' Tahpe 
(July) '> usedJhe occasion to get id~as 
II South Lake Tahoe area:·· . on how·to revamp their hoine 
$430,000 (July) with style and elegance .. Sp.e 
Sources: South Tahoe Association of Realtors; · liked the alpine.· look in a 2, 70,0:­
Coldwell Banker, Markleeville; Century 21 Min-
den; Amador County Association of Realtors; square-foot home with. acceiits 
DataOuick Information Systems; Kirkwood like upholstery· swatches on ihe . 
R,eal Estate • . • · • . ,, · 

ing service. wall .The Cornice·9ourt home · 
The number of ~omes cur- ---------_...,.- also came with a gourmet 

rently listed ...:..· seven - is The median price for a single kitchen, hardwood floors. and. 
about the same as last year, but family home cin the market now ·-: 'tumbled marble. . . ' 
the time they're on the market. is $1.5 million, whikcondo'" · The stone tj).ught Susie ~d , . 
appears shorter from one year miniums list for $628,235. A:. Ron Morton's eyes ... · . ·· 1 

. ', 

to the next; Kennedy.said. ' year ago, the average price of a · "He aid a good job .ori Ure. 
The agent has found tli~-niar.:. single family home was sold at . exterior," . the Placervilfo . 

ket of buyers is dominated by $1.l million. Condos went for woman said.·, · · · ::._ · · 
second homeowners,. which $612,444. Real estate offerings · · Sb.e. shook her head 'to ~ 
echoes the trend in South Lake include the Mountain Club, of how foiJ:g they :w,aitedto buy 
Tahoei . -Meadow Stone Lodge, Timber where t:h~y. want to retire. · ·:: 

"People don't come here to R1dge and Sentinel Town- . 'We a1l·should hav,e bought 
work. They come to play and homes, A new phase, Sentinel ·• y~ars ago," she said. · · . · ;· · 
retire," Kell;Iledy said. West, has been proposed :in the Rae. Charos has the land 

It's also ,similar to the .Kirk-· master pla:r;i of the ski resort, without tlie ·home. So she 
. wood real estate market'where which like Bear Jalley, is· split tou;red the $1,9 million honie 
luxury homes are more abun- by Alpine and Aniador counties ... listed on Columbine Circlej:o 
dant brit are primarily bought . Kirkwood has invested $30 get ideas .. Guests receive~ a ... 
by Bay Area residents seeking a million in its real estate devel- whirlwind tour of the four"be'd­
moui:J.taii:J. escape. opment. But the. division of the · . room on it$ .. spiraling· thrf?,e..: 

. "What thiy' re looking for snow-riding haven would. be the . floors. Wind6ws dominated t!J.e. 
here is a home other than what first to say maintaining the ·· top floor. . · . . 

. they have in the city .....:. a moun- night sky in a carefully pla.J?I).ed · The KiI,;kwood Com.mun1ty 
tain feel with mountain com- development is the priority. · , Association receives 3 percent 
forts," Kirkwood managing Kirkwood property are sold ·of tllehom_e sale p:roceeds'to, 
broker Joan Pilar said. in timeshares, single family operate a recteatioi:1 center with 

. Kirkwood's property appreci- homes, townhouses. and condos .' a, swinirnmg pool and spa: . •·~ 
ation mirrors Alpine County· - from studios to five:-bed-. · ,On the other end'ofA:lpfu..e. · 
and even Amador, for that mat~· room units. C:ounty, a proposed vac~tipn 
ter. That county situated next to "We alw:.ay~ .J;i.a3e _d1y'1fsitY , resC>_rt in, fylarkleevilt~; -was 
Alpine has more·tI:i.an doubled because they want a choic:'e. :~ordere'd-'oyAlpi:ne·Corii:ity t9 
its median price value from·the •,.•:Anddhey ·want ·them :1ai:ge•""'complete-·-ao, extensive·,enwoai­
$148,000 recorded in 2000. ' enough for others to · coip.e·up- ·mental :study to··build ·tl;1e · 2~-

But it has a ways to go to and visit," Pil~r said, while . ,ro9mlodge and)t9-'cabin r~sdrt. 
catch up to Kirkwood's style. . overseeing the fcnirth ~ anirual ,over 36 acres; < '. . · : .· 

. . . . ,· . 
~ 
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.A chili 
weekend 

. , • SHANNON LITZ/R-C ph~tos . 
Dean Goodfellow of Gardnerville stirs his specialty "Dean's Gunfighter Venison Chili" on 
Saturday. At top, Chri$ Graham, 10 and Cheyenne Aarons, 7, play the spoons.along vv:ith 

· the live enfertalnment at the Wqodfords Chili Challenge. · · · 



· . , . , · SHANNON. LITZ/The R-C 
Charles Ml.lench·works, in his studio in. 

. M_arkleeville. • 1 · · • 

·Markleeville · artist -
feat111"e(i )?riday 

<. ·- •' ,_ • ' 

bj Jenni· Hill. 
- Staff Writer .. ,. .. , 

Mark:leevilfe · artist Charles Muench will be · 
one of 13 artists to operi' tb,eii studios: to the 

.. public during the Markleeville' Artists Autumn . 
·Open Studio OcLs.:9_ . ' . , 

11uerich i-e2eived a bachelor's deiee in fine •. 
arts :with great ~tinction, from, San Jose State 

· ,. University. He studied, primarily\ under May.: , . 
·.nard D_. Stewart, a student of Frank.Vincent · 

. -DuMorids and the son ofren:ow:ned Utah land-'. 1 

s,cape painter LeConte Ste~art. . , . --. • . ' , 
. After- receiving' his degree, )Vluench atteii:ded. 

\_classes a't the .Aft Students, League with nia:ny 
· other notable artists .. In' 1992; he'movedto 
Madrid; .Spain, where 'he painted. th~ city a:ni 

, the _countryside, stupi~dVela-squez, copie,d mas­
ter works in ·the Prado• and attended,,classes · at 

-1:he·ciiculo·BellasArtes, . , 
. Miienth is'·a plein-ajr painter ancl <ledica/ed. 

to t::apturing most of his images on sifo. _·]}· visit ! 
to his Web _sit_e resembles a ,pqsf:card 't?w: ()f · 
Alpine Courify, the 'Siefi:aJchhe foothills' and . · 

:: the.ocean beyond. His_loye for the ,outdoors is. 
eVJ.d~ntin every stroke of his brush. Standing·, . 

. :<mt in below freezing ,temperaµ:rres to captui:e . 
the l>~'~ufy .~fa winter·m,or:nin~ vi· downtown ·•, 
_M_ -llI~eev.rn..e. is _testamen_ tto1his ·_dedic. ati-~n-. His , 'I 

high ·country l311dscapes are rendered with as 
much 'strength as the lanchnarks ±hem.selves.' .. • 

· . His aggressive stroke of the brush_ .gives reality, • ; 
to his images'. ' '; . . 'a . • • ' : ' .·· ,.•· <' 'i 

''My goal is to be a.pure painter; I' want to put I' , 
• ,". i ' ·, ' • • ·•·-· ,. - -·1 

·: SeeArtj~t 011,page,5' 

1 

'·R.-C. ~..:ig,..:di 

-~-~- ·-----~-------------------;--c---c 

. AFtist: Plein-air 
. r· 

Continued from page 1 . year in the Mark:leeville area . · · 
. pigment on canvas_in a way . , A free map of the tour will 
. thatcaptures the emotions of be availaJ:>le at the Alpine · 

my visual experience ,while Chamber'of Commeroe. The 
· : satisfying" the deinands ofmy · :event is free to the. public and 

intellect," Muench said. ' , sponsored by the artists as )Vyll ._ 
· Bis most recent work titled , as The Deli, Markleev:ille Gen- .. : ,, . - \ ,. . ·, 

"Up in the High Country" will.' eral Store, The Mountain .and 
be available· for viewing at the the Garden, Villa Gigli Tratto,.: 
.20th anniversary reception at .:ria and.The Wolf <::reek. . 
i:be Lone Tree Gallery in Min~. . ·For more information about: . 
den which will takej:ilace start- /the upc,oming Markleeyille ' 
ing at 5 p.m. ,Friday during 1h:e ;' Artists Open Studios event c~ , 
. Carson Valley OpenStudiqs :Art_ (530) 694-2253 or go to Web 
Tour, Friday through Sunday.' · , .. site: www: charlesmuench.com 
·. Charles· Muench will join ... 
_Peter Ch ope,. ~aridra Baenen;' 
Gina Gigli, .. Todd 'Brand-. 
scombe, Jeff Brees, Jan Brees, 

'. Kathy·Caldwell, .Sus,aJ! Flakus; · 
.Kay Jobst, E]len'Maitin, C¥- .· 
-'olyn'Vaughn, Jen_nifer and. 
Mark Vaughn iri welcoming . 
:the.public to their studios. -The , 
fall tour jrr Alpine County will 

' also be higJwghted ~y.~e,,RW,:: 
. · liant colors. of- "nafo:ies· 'sti{:'. · 
-dibs'.'111.lne mta'a'c'i'.w'.s"'"':"ili'a---

oari.yons as llie 1e:av
0

es "'c'o'mf . 
alive with vibrant yellows and 
oranges so .anticipated every · 

I • • , • 

' "'.' ' 



Markleeville artist's '1 

· watercolor images 
on display at tour 
by Jonni Hill 

. Staff Writer 

The best way to describe 
the artwork of Alpine County 
watercolor artist Peter Chope 
is to imagine all the brilliant 
autumn colors that surround 
his' small California commu­
nity and that would reflect his 
paintings. · 

Chope and his wife, Sandra 
Baenen, an artist in her own 
right, will be just two of 13 
Markleeville artists to open 
their studios to the public on 
Oct. 8-9 from 11 a.m. to 4, 
p.m. 
· Chope describes himself as 
a "water colorist." .His bril-
.;liant colors splash across the 
· paper in what could be called 
impressionistic and yet a 
sense of realism makes. a last-
ing impression. , 
. A graduate of Chiounard. 
Art Institute of Los Angeles 
in 1968 with a Bachelor of 

· Arts in Design/Advertising,· 
Chope owned an award~win­
ning graphic design business 
in the Bay Area from 1970 to 
1998. After semi-retiring to 
Alpine County, his brush has 
been busy .. 

"I took up watercolor paint­
ing in 1997 and attended 
numerous painting workshops 
around the world, including 
Ron Ranson in Italy, Jim Kos­
v anek in Mexico, Marilyn 
Simandle in Cambria (Cali­
fornia), Tony Couch also in 
Cambria,,._ Tom Lynch in 
France and Bridget Austin in 
Palm Springs," Chope said. 

Chope has added several 
new giclee limited edition 
prints to his collection that 
will be available to purchase . 
during the open studios tour. 1 

.Sandra Baenen is a working 
graphic artist ·with her own 
firm, artwerks, in 

DETAILS 
What: Markleeville Artists 
Autumn Open $tu.qJos 
When: Oct. s-:.g, 11-4 p.m. 
Where: Markleeville studios 
Info: Free maps available 
by .calling (530) 694-2253 

Markleeville. ~n addition to 
, graphics, Baenen paints 

miniature watercolors as 
small as 2-by 3-inches. . 

The paintings are of flow­
ers as well as landscapes of 
Alpine· County and. other 
areas_ that capture -her imagi­
nation. 

She. attended both the Uni-
. versity of Wisconsili, Green 
Bay and Milwaukee for Envi­
ronmental Design, Graphic 
Design and Architecture . ._______....._ 

Baenen is currently work­
ing on a miniature watercolor 
of Kirkwood in the winter that 
she is ·going to have printed I 
into a fram~able _C~ristm~s i 
card to sell m a lirmted ed1- 1 

tion at the up-coming open I 
studio tour. I 

"I love miniatures," Baenen ~ 
said. "I can take my work ; 
with me anywhere and paint ; 
the 'things I see. I collect · 
.small frames fr.om every­
where to frame them." 

Like Chope, Baenen's work 
reflects the Alpine County 
area and 'the -love they share 
for the mountains and historic I 
area surroundfug them. 

There is a special love for 
their surroundings that glo'ws 
in the artwork they both pro­
duce. 

Peter Chope· and Sandra 
Baenen, along with other : 
artists on the tour, the Gigli' s ' 
(Ruggero and Gina), Todd 
Branscombe, Jeff Brees, 
Kathy Caldwell, Susan 

R~U)-rJ. ... Cou 1\e, 
5>e.et- :,_'3,; )...OC5 

Flakus; Kay Jobst, Ellen Mar- . 
tin, Charles, Muench, Carolyn 

Vaughn, Jennifer Vaughn and 
Mark Vaughn will all be on 

hand to welcome the public to 
their October studios tour. 

A free map of the tour will 
be available at the Alpine 
County Chamber of Com­
merce. The event is free to the 
public. 

For more infon:i:tation about 
the upcoming Markleeville 
Artists Open Studios· event 
next month, call (530) 694-
2253 or go to Web site; 
www.cliarlesmuench.com. 

P5. \ 



SHANNON LITZ/The R·C 
Peter Chope sits in his studio surrounded by his work. He is busy creating a new painting that will be displayed_during the 
upcoming Markleeville Artists Autumn Open Studios tour Oct. 8-9. 

. I 

'I I 

can take my work with me anywhere and paint the things I see. 
I collect small frames from everywhere to frame them.' · 

Sandra Baenen 
Markleeville artist 1 
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, . · Alpine County's airport m i 
: Markleeville consi~ts of a run-·; . . . ·.· . ·. .. I ,, 

. ·· :~ way, btltthe airport manager ', 
. · . ~ sees the grow$ it has under~ : 

· : gone; .the ~enefits it offers and · 
:the :potential it· h~s for the 
"future. · · ·· · · · , . . · • : i 
' Leonard Trirnbeaugb has 
; managed the: airport-for 21 
years; 1,ince; he becapie Alp~e 
County's diryctor of Public, 
Works. He is also the director of 
· transportation an~ the ·ex~utive · 
secretary of the local transporta- , 
ti.on commission.. . · 2, • ' 

The runway was built in @67 
' in· conjunction with the cori- '\ 

struction of Indian ... Creelt Reser-
. voii,. and in 1972 the n1n:w~y . ,', 
was paved., · . . · . . . ··\ 

. . . The runway was used twi~e \ 
. this· slijllliler as I a ba.se f?r fire- . 
. fighting .aircraft - . dunng tb,e ·. 

Mud Lake and An:port1fires .,.,--, '\ 
after an agreement reached with : 
the Bureau ofLand'Mani3.ge- \ 
ment k)ll!le to allow1for.use ,of : 

. the airport for pre-fighting plir~' 
·· poses." . . <. · · . ·• - .. : · 

.• : . The CivifArr Patrol also uses 
/ the airportfoi tr~g an4 other 

", operations; ·said Tumbeaugh. . . . 
'fhe:arrport ,~s funded tbr01:igh.. j 

· aviation tax dollars,. which have C 
·. risen frdro. $s,ooo to $ ~0,-000 . i 
. ailllually ·ov.er th~ ye31:~:·; \ > c 

. "They built the.wbole iurpo~.~·• 

· -~t:~:,oo,J ·a?;~ai(~ti;f:< 

I 
i 

•. · .. :. In the past,:t,)iere h<1ve oeen,:
1 

. improvements, such as turn.~ . 1 

· arounds that have been added, j 
: . ' Recently; i:mp:i:ovemerrts to I I 

· the ·,airport ~ave been ·:made to,/ 
' ip.eft Feder~~vi;ition .f:,.~s- ,I 
;:p;ati9n. and :i~ornia gtjj:qeline's~":'~ 
· ,;- :\Tis1bility~p:rov~f[f'il1ts aie:;l 
(amhng the ¾-oric 't,eiirg1/i:lon.J~/J 
. including rerli:oving >trees and '. 

brusll; moving=5dirt arid relocat'.- · : 
ing a windsock 1': . , .. ,,. ' - -.· · 

.· '~e'):e just . iii flie prdce;s o{ 
. completi:n,g m.pr:Oyements," .. said 
Turnbearigh: ;: . ; · < . J · · I 

· . TumheaJigl} e~vi~fons the ajr::: 
-.• por:t eventi:rally~havmg a fix.e'd- ': 

base operatio.n,.,witha p~rma-:i 
neut p~i:s&ri •tI:iere·iµI clay.He' 

, would ·a1so like to add a fuel· sta-
tion and hangars. . 

· · "With the growth in Douglas 
County, when the other area a:ir-

. ports ·start to max' out,'there wm ,­
. ' . · be a need to ·spill over into other 

areas," said ,TUI11beaugh .. ' 



R.-C 

··. The Alpine County Airport is located near Markleeville and has been use·d as· a base for fire.: · 
fighting. . . .. . · ' . ' · . . . 

''An ~oit like this ~~rild _ ''If \Ve get it; it would _allow abov~ it. i i 
have ~ven more.bene:fitto recre-. for more improvements," said Just a few v.reeks ago. some-. 
ational users and also local peo- . Turnbea1igh. . . · · one had to use the rim way for an · 
pie." · · . ·. . . .· .- The airport.is currently used a emergency landing . 

. · , Turnbeaugh is planning to ~ couple of times a week, -but . "If that guy hadn't been at the 
widen the air stripfor gliders, to..: Tt1F:i:tbeaugh said," "It will .. iri,rport, he'd have·been but in · 
allow for their wide wing span: _ becqm.e a spiral upward." . -•. · the trees somewhere," said 

• '.fo prepare for growth; .Tum: :Pilots ha".'e expressed their · Tumbeaugh: · ·' 
beaugh.h~s applied·.f<;)r FAA ·app~eciation-for-havirig an ~ter- 1 

• '

1 

funding~ · . · . nate pJace they can land. and, Ill, Jo Rafferty can be reached at 
If approved,; tp.e funding . accordi?·k._to Tu~beaugh,ltne· jrafferty@recordcourier.com or782-­

·would come m -about. lZ runway 1s 1Ii a "designated flight- 5121, ext2l3 . 
. months, ':(umbeaugh said. - line/' so planes frequently travei. . . ' _- ' ' 
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· A:lpi:ne ·_Democrats_.-· 
'.elect· new of.f ice·rs . ·· 

. Staff Reports · The ne'Y · ch$man is Irving 
Krauss of Woodfords,·anci.the 

Mary.C. Walker, outgoing other otqcers ire Vice.Chair 
chairman of the Alpine County Ernestine Fogarty and, Secre, 
Democratic· Central Commit- tai-y . Jim. Donald, bcith of 

. t~e, was honoi:e<;l at a luncheon./ Markleeville, and:Treasure:r, 
' at the Wolf Creek Restaurant in ' Abbie.Peters.of Wood:tords. 

Markleeville on Sept.10. . Kr~hss ·reported that tl;l~ 
Guests in~luded other offi- _orgaajzatio~ _is gearing up fp.r 

cers of the central committee · • California's special election on 
. whb:"presented her w·ith a.· Nov.S;andisintheprocessof. 

plaque for her.dedicated serv..: .• analyzing the bill,ot prO:I>OSl-· 
, -ice-since.2003:, .' tions:. ,.:.. 

·\ ' I • 

Walker ·.will· return to ... The county's Central Demo-
.. Li:misian,a, .her buthplace, to · cratic Committee' meets the 

marryher·college sweetheart fourth Wedne·sday of .the 
•: ·They. will· reside in. hei: month at the Wolf Creek 

fiance's home; which is some . Resta~ant. 
distance from New Orleans. At piimer is at 5:30 p.:ril.,. ~d 

c lastiepori it s~ered ~o'maj~r the meeting begins at 6:30 p,m. 
damage. She was a delegate.to Krauss invited anyone interest~ 
the Democratic· State Conveu~· ed to join them for dinner, or to· 
tion in'Los Angeles this spring Come just for the Dfeeting ... 
and was elected vice~chait of For information call 530-
the. rural caucus,., 694-2990. 

Fifty.Plus Club. taking b#s'tFips·· 
' Staff Reports · · ' ' travel to the Doqgla~i <;:oun:ty · 

I Senior Center for lunch and· 
. The fifty Plus Club is taking bingo' on Wt?dnesday: 
two 1>us trips ~ext · week. : For I13cOre inforniation; «;;all 
Seniors will be taking a trip to · Gail Day at(530) .694-2235, _ · 

'f-3o-oS 

Apple Bill on Tuesday and will 
1 

, 

, , .. _ I 



·Rec.o r-J:.:.: Co-~i,e< 
B211 Friday, Septembe~':~0,:2005 .· I 

AttiStCrea,t~s designs· Of metal·•·· 
by Jonni Hil~ '. ~-
Staff Writer · 

.. · appealed to ·her,. She decided to' work · b1it' skipped a year to coine back and do 
1

• 

· from her home and satisfy.her creative 'it again this ye,ar. She sai,d this is no I 
ileeµs w,ith ~'\Skills she ~ad ieamed iri ·easy)ask::l;or her to d~ as she is battling 

N~t m~re than 2.5 ~lei ti6m the. amale~dommate.d profession .. , · . -· breast cancer, something she found out 
Califoinia-Nevad~ border; at the very ''I started making things for myself/' ·.about last Januar,y. Next week will bi. I 
end of Carson Valley· qi:i Diamorid Val,,: Flakus said. '"A coupk of interesting her lasfracliation treatment but hei spir- . 
ley Road, is the "Steel Magnolia.~tu"· .. beds, mirrors,. gates ·and 'grates: People )tisas_strong as the work she create·s.~ .· 

. dio" and 1;he homi of artist and-wddef loved mf work and starting paying Jne · In OJ;der to create a piece, she first . \ 
. Susan Flalcus. One_ of .i:he,participating to:do things for them: ·There are two chalks a sketch on scrap metal, usually . 
artists' in t)le up-~onµng·}'.Iarkleeville, ~welding) shops in town; one primatjly: steel. She cuts/1;he intricate design qut ·1 

Artist(Autumn Open?SWdios, Flakus : builds trailer b,itGhes and the other - with a plasma cutter; then adds details 
will be on hand the \y~ekend of Oct. 8-9 ·II1akes . wr~ught :iron. decorative gates:.·. like· cut:outs and ,stenciled patterns. 
at her studio to welcome visitors and Since my- w:otk is unique, I do not think . Subjecting the metal to ;various condi- i 

_ answe~ any questio);lS'abo~t-her unique-- th~y com.pete in m_·y inarke(Besides, 1 ·iio1:1t-:'" applym~_:ad~, submerging it in ·1 
ly stylized works of arc . . , .. . · ··. am the only one wh~ speaks _the ~an- · the nver, orleavmg,1t .on wet-grass to .. 
. Flakus has· beens creating art. her guage of/~vonian. ''.' · _ · ·. · ... ·· .. · aµo"' patches of rust to develop -' ' 

entire lik As a niother of three chil~ · . ''From· a wo:ma:i:l's1 standpoint my art is ·· adds unique fimshes. Eachpiece takes 
dren and a housewife .fo:t more than 21 aboutwomaphood,'.' Flakus. said. ·•~ere about 40 hours to complete; . . . 
years, . she felt the iieed to re-eritei: the are n9 male subjects in my work!'. ·· ·• · · Visitors _9n ,the· tour will find this· a 
work force, so, in -19~9 slle enrolleci :iii. . .Descnbing the underlying, themes of her' truly UID:q~e\ gtop and for those staiting . 
a welding scliool>After .a year she· work, Flakus offered four words: ''Femi- the tour in' ~son Valley it will be the 
knew factory piec:e:~'Qrk was some:.; ~nine; durable, :functional and inspired." .• fuststop on: thet?ur. · . · ··· , , 

, thin'g she didti'hv'aµt to_ do but; 'the · Flakus participated.· in the first ·, Flakus will j_oin Peter Chope; Sandra 
artistic possibili\i:e,s-of _the. craft:. Markleeville Artists Open, Studio Tour.; B"aeilen, S}:ina- Gigli;Todd Br.aridC: 

1_·· -----~-'-----'---''--~~-___;_---'-----'-'--..__-~~-

Susan Fla.kt.is 
stands. nexttb one 
of her metal. . 
creations in her 
yard.· Flakus is 
·oneophe_> ·. '. ... 

· featured artists at 
· the Markleeville · 
Artists Open 
Studios event Oct. 
8a11d 9.· . 

. SHANNON LITZ/The R~G : . 
. ' 

sco:inbe; Jeff Brees/ Jan Brees, Kathy · A free map of the tour,~ b6•avajl­
C.tldwell, Charles· Muen2h, Kay Jobst; · able at the Aipm,e Chamber of Coin- . 
Ellen:_Martin, Carolyn'Vaugbn ap,d Jen- merce: The event is free to the ·public• 
:nifer an.d Mark Vaughn in.welcoming .. an<,l sponsored by the artists as well as 
the public to their studios~ The fall tqur ·. Th~ Deli, Markleeville General Store, · 1 

in Alpine County will also "be highlight- · The Mountain and ·the .G'arden, Villa · · : 
ed by the brilliant colors of ·"natures Gigli Trattoria '.and Wolf Cree~. , . ,: 
studios" in the meadows and canyons · For more· information about the 
as the leaves come alive with vibrant upcoming Markleevill~ Artists Open 
yeilows : and oranges ,s6 · anticipated Studios ivent cajl (530) 694::.2253 or go 
eyery year in theMarkleeville area. . to Web site~w'Ww-;cbarlesmtierich.com. · 



' 50 YEARS AGO .· 
The Record-:.Courier 

· September 29, 1955 · 
•,: ~- ' . ' . 

~-C. 
c:r~2s~os:_ 

eavy rains,· accompanied11y, thund~r 
and lightning; lashed Carson Valley 

_ _. · or several hours Friday evemn:g, 
. whjle in the mountains of Alpme County the··. 
· storm included hail and snow. Considerable·· 
~age to tli.e Kingsbury Grade road was 
cl!Us;ed by the, downpour, according. to George ... 
Dahgberg, county road foreman .. Water cut ·· , . 
. the·unsurfacedroad.in many places and piled · 
up debris and .dirt in others: 'Immediatelr fol-
1owing the storm: last Saturday mo~g, Dan- · 
~betg ·put up the. "road closed" signs oii the, 
'Jute. ' . . ' 

100 YEARS AGO 
The Record-Courier 
. O~t. 6, 1905 

bile on their way to church last 
Sunday morning, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gansb¢'g were thrown from their 

bl~ggy and painfully but not seriously injured. 
As they neared the Henry Heitman ranch their 
team frightened at some object on the side of 
the roadand started to run and was soon 
beyond control of Mr. Gansberg. As they 
crossed a culvert, the buggy careened to one 
s~de, and threw the occupants to the ground 
with the result noted. Wm. Dangberg was 
near the scene o:(the accident and succeeded 
in stopping the :runaway team before they 
reached the-Lutheran: Church where thirty or 
forty teams were tied and thus pr~vented a 
·stampede, which might have resulted in much 
, damage. . ' 
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Ebbetts Pass scenic rout-e 
gets national recognition 
Staff Reports 

After more thaii four years 
of work, California State 
Route 4 between Arnold and 
Markleeville was designated 
last week as a National Scenic 
Byway by Secretary of Trans­
portation Norman Mineta. 

Ceremonies to announce the 
designation took place at 
Union Station in Washington, 
D.C. A delegation was on hand 
to represent the byway, includ­
ing Supervisor Terry Woodrow 
of Bear Valley; Michelle Plot­
nik, Chair of the Calaveras 
Council of Governments; 
George Dondero, Executive 
Director of Calaveras COG, 
and his wife Nancy. 

"It is still difficult to believe 
that Ebbetts was selected," 
said Plotnik. ''We have worked 
for so long on this, never .. 
knowing what the· outcome 
would be. I am incredibly 
happy. Words can't express the 
feeling." 

''Both counties can be proud 
of the great natural wonders 
along this beautiful stretch of 
highway, and there is no doubt 
the designation is deserved. 
Having NSB designation tells 
travelers everywhere that 
Ebbetts Pass is a travel desti­
nation worth seeking," said 
Woodrow. 

The Federal Highway 
Administration bestows this 
recognition upon selected 
highways across the United 
States which are deemed to · 
have special and unique char­
acteristics that set them apart. 
There are only six designated 
National Scenic Byways in 
California, with Ebbetts mak­
ing the seventh. Ebbetts Pass 
was the only nomination from 
· California to receive the desig­
nation. 

q11!c of 51 appY:c:ati_op.s, _29 

. KURT HILDEBRAND/The R-C 
Raymond Meadow Creek roars beneath California State 
Route 4. The highway between Markleeville and Arnold 
has received a scenic designation. · 

were designated. High'way 1 
on the Big Sur coast and Tioga 
Road (Hwy. 120) in Yosemite 
are among existing designated 
roads in California 

Criteria for selection include 
exceptional qualities in any of 
six categories: scenic, natural, 
recreational, historic, archeo­
logical, and cultural. Nomina­
tions must have completed a 
Corridor Management Plan 
accepted by the local jurisdic­
tions. A plan was developed 
over a three year period, and 
was adopted unanimously by 
the Boards of-Supervisors in 
both Alpine and Calaveras 
Counties in August 2004. 

The Corridor Management 
Plan is available on the CCOG 
website at www.calacog.org 

Benefits of NSB designation 
include worldwide marketing 
exposure, access to grants 
related to improving the travel~ 
er's experience on the road, 
and a focused collaborative 
approach to preserving and 
improving the assets of the 
corridor. The visibility gained 
through recognition is expect-­
ed to strengthen the tourism 
industry in both counties. 

A byway coordinating com­
mittee will be formed soon to 
begin setting priorities for 
future projects and funding 
opportunities. The Corridor 
Plan identifies many possible 
projects to pursue. For more 
information, contact Calaveras 
COG at 754-2094 or inquire at 
info@calacog.org 



Six arrested in Bear Valley drug probe 
Staff Reports 

The Alpine County Sheriff's 
Office has been conducting·a 
year-long narcotics investiga­
tion info narcotics trafficking in 
the Bear Valley community of 

· Alpine County. 
On Aug. 18, several residents 

of Bear Valley were arrested 
pursuant to warrants charging 
numerous drug trafficking relat­
ed felonies.· Further suspects 
were arrested on warrants as the 
investigation continued. There 
were a total of six arrest war­
rants issued as a result of this 
investigation. All six suspects 
have been arrested. 

As another significant result 
of this investigation, on Sept. 
28 an operating methampheta­
inine lab was discovered in the 

Alpine items 
Caring for children 
class Saturday 

Choices for Children is offer­
ing Stress Management for Peo­
ple Caring for Children 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday in 
the old Head Start room at 
Hung-A-Lei-Ti, 96A Washoe 
Blvd. Continental breakfast will 
be provided. For more informa­
tion call Rachael at (530) 694-
7129. 

Artists' open studio 
Joor this weekend 
· Markleeville's third artists' 
9pen stuqio tour will take place 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday in Markleeville. Come. 

· i:neet the local artists in their 
~tudios. Stop by the Alpine 
!=ounty Visitor Center, 3 Web­
ster St., and pick up a guide to 
i:he artists. For more informa­
tion call: (530) 694-2253. 

Lake Alpine area. 
Mikah A. Chapel, 25, was 

arrested and booked into jail on 
felony charges related· fo•the 
methamphetamine lab. Due to 
the amount of hazardous chemi­
cals involved, the Calaveras· 
County Hazardous Materials 
Unit was called and responded 
to assist in the collection of evi­
dence and to mitigate the haz­

. ardous materials. The Bear Val­
ley Fire Department responded 
to stand by in case of explos~on 
or fire. · 

The State Office of Emer- . 
gency Services coordinated the 
response of a hazardous materi­
als cleanup team, who removed 
the dangerous chemicals from 
the scene. No one was injured 
during this investigation and 
subsequent cleanup of a very. 

FiflJ Plus Club 
to Carson City 

The Alpine County seniors' 
Fifty Plus Club will take a bus 
trip to Carson City on Wednes­
day from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
For more information, call Gail 
Day at (530) 694-::2235. 

Health insurance 
advocate to speak 

Larry Bodiford, pro gram 
manager for Health Insurance 
Counseling Advocacy Program, 

· will speak at the Fifty Plus Club 
monthly potluck on Thursday. 
The topic is: Plan D - the new 
Medicare prescription drug pro­
gram.·· 

The potluck is 12-:l p:m. at 
the Early Learning Center, 10!) 
Foothill Road, Woodfords. 
Bring yourself and a yummy 
dish. For information, call Lois 
(530) 694-9404 or Gail .(530) · 
694-p35:·• · 

dangerous scene .. 
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Alpine County's state fair entry won the superintendent's and silver ribbon awards. 

Alpine County wins state fair ribbons 
Staff Reports 

Alpine County won the 
superintendent's award and a 
silver ribbon at this year's Cali­
fornia State Fair. 
· Out of 58 counties only 38 
counties participated in the 
expanded schedule of 22 days. 
The superintendent's award is 
awarded to one county only and 
stresses the importance of coun­
zy community involvement in 
their exhibit. 
. The theme for this year's 
state fair was beach party at the 
California State Fair. Fair 
?rganizers wanted. each county 

· to highlight the significance of · 
the environment, tourism, inter­
national trade and the impact of 

California's coastline culture. 
Since Alpine County has no 

beaches and no international 
trade, the committee decided on 
a watershed theme which fits 
into the pristine county environ­
ment. With the assistance of 
Laura Lueders, Alpine Water­
shed Executive Director, the 
exhibit was themed "Getting in 
Touch with Water". · · 

The Alpine County Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Direc­
tors said they would like to 
thank the following people who 
contributed their time and talent 
to this exhibit: 

Lane Branscombe, Teresa 
Burkhauser, Russ Champion, 
Kaye Jobst and Laura Lueders 

They would ~lso like to 
acknowledge the foHowi~g 

organizations who participated: 
Alpine County Board of 

Supervisors 
Alpine County Administra­

tion - Beth Nunes 
Alpine County Public Works 
Alpine County Chan;iber of 

Commerce Board of Directors 
and Staff 

Alpine County Chamber 
members 

Bear Valley Business Associ-
ation 

California State Parks 
Kirkwood Mountain Resort 
U.S. Forest Service 

· Planning has started for the ' 
2006 Counties Exhibit. Anyone 1 

who would like to volunteer i 
contact the chamber office at 
(530) 694-2475. . 
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Sanl Diego Zoo and Pier 39 topiary a(:tist shows 
cre:~tions ith. Markleeville art to-Or this

1 

!weekend 
I I I , . . . ! • 

by Jonnl HIii . I hanging baskets and topiary in 1976. · ' ·, ..,.---,,,. -.--,-,,.7., -;-7":"7:r, --,-,-""'.'.--:, c--r:-,,.,.,-·::,,,-~::,-,--,,-.--,--,.,r-:r:-s-;;, 

. Staff Writer I · After college, Brees apprenticed with 
I I his great-aunt, Charla Ilgner, an 

Jeff Brees will be one of th.e accomplished jeweler, silversmith 
Markleeville artists to open their stJ- and art teacher. She had begul). fash­
dios to the/public from 11 a.m. to 4 ioning wire topiary for Brees' par­
p.m. Oct. 8f9 in Markle.eville. .1 ents, who h_ad_ r_ece~tly ac9uired a 

In the world of topiary, Brees 1s nursery speciahzmg m contamer gar­
raising th~ craft to new height~. dening. After a two-year paitnership 
Although ~rees creates his small~r with his aunt, he decided to stait his 
long-time favorites of goose, quail own business. 
'and!piglet,Jsome of his outstanding Since 1984, Brees' business ven­
achievements have been the lifd- ture took form with Garden 
sized pair bf elephants at the frorit Menagerie which evolved into Gar­
entrance of the San Diego Zoo an1d denworks in 1987. Over the years, 
the giant dab he created for Pier 3'9 frames have increased in size and 
in San Francisco. complexity since custom and com-

His metal frames. are artwork in mercial projects fill a significant por­
themselves but as they are covered tion of the work schedule. Formerly 
with different varieties of moss an'd located in Placerville and Santa 
ivy - these living plants bring the Cruz, Calif., Brees has now set his 
frame work to life with striking ele- workshop amongst the tall pines of 
gance. 1 : . Alpine County in Markleeville. 

The Br'ees philosophy, is, ';I Brees will join Peter Chope, San-
I believe that the appeal of topiaiy lies dra Baenen, Gina Gigli, Todd Brand­

in its interactive and approachable scombe, Susan Flakus, Jan Brees, 
: nature. In nurturing a 'living' sculp- Kathy Caldwell, Charles Muench, 

ture whose appearance changes in· Kay Jobst, Ellen Martin, Carolyn 
1 humorous, :whimsical and sometimes Vaughn and Jennifer and Mark 

mysterious ways, a bond develops Vaughn in welcoming the public to 
between the caretaker and his 'pet.' I their studios. 
enjoy prnmoting these relation- A free map of the tour will be 
ships." available at the Alpine Chamber of 

As a college student working part- Commerce. The event is free to the 
time at a retail nursery, Brees public and sponsored by the artists as 
became familiar with wire and moss well as local business; The Deli, 

SHIINtlON LITZ/rhe R-C 
Four-year-old Jonah and Jeff Brees stand behind one of Brees' topi­
ary creations in the making. 

Markleeville General Store, The 
Mountain and the Gai·den, Villa Gigli 
Trattoria and Wolf Creek. 

For more information about the 

upcoming Markleeville Artists Open 
Studios event call (530) 694-2253 or 
go to Web site: www.charles 
muench,com 

I 

~ 
6 . ...._ 



Alpine County artists open their studios for tour thiS w 
by Jonnl Hill 
Staff Writer 

sister and l alike and since I was 
younger, when she outgrew her 
outfit, I inherited it," Martin 

The Markleeville Artists said. "It seemed like I was wear­
Autumn Open Studios is 11 a.m. ing the same thing forever. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday · "I als.o liked things that were 
and local Alpine County artists one-of-a-kind and the only way 
will open the doors of their 'stu- I could have that was to learn to 
dios to the public. One of the make' it myself." 
artists, Ellen Martin, will wel- Martin has been a 
come visitors to see where she Markleeville resident for 29 
works on her fabric art she calls years and is involved in the 

. "Re-Creations.": community, especially· the 
Martin has· taken recycling Alpine County Museum where 

and use of small. scraps and her creati~ity is evident in every 
pieces, adding a huge amount of· corner of,tpe museum displays. 
imagination to take fabric art out Diamond Valley School had 
of the realm of crafts to the arranged;for the students to 
world of fine art. Old shoulder spend a day at Webster School, 
pads, ric-rac scrapes, odd but- located on; the museum grounds. 
tons become wall hangings of The idea was to let the children 
Christmas trees1 Hand-crocheted know. wha't it was like to attend 
doilies that were destined for the a one-rooin school and what it 
garbage acquire new life in the would have been like 100 years 
form of sachets and wall art. ago. Through research, Martin 
Partial skeins of threads in a had the cl}.ildren dress in period 
multitude of .colors become clothing, J which she designed 
necklaces accented with bright and made for the event. The 
beads. Even empty spools, bob- clothing is now on display in:the 
bins and worn out tape measures Webster :school, hanging; on 
get extended life assembled into hooks in the front entrance 1ike 
wreaths and wall decor. "Re- they might have been when :the 
Creations" can only be limited ' school was open. 
by imagination and Martin's The. Old Webster School as 
seems endless. well as the Alpine County Cour-

Martin has been sewing since thouse have just been honored 
she was 10 years old. by being placed on the National 

"My mom always dressed my Register of Historic Places, and 
Martin• is proud to know she ;had 

JDNNI HILL/The R-G 
Ellen Martin displays. some of her "Re-Creations" made from 
recycled items. Shoulder pads, empty thread spoo:ls, old 
hand-crocheted doilies trimmed with buttons, ric-rac and 
other trims are incorporated into her artwork. · I 

a hand in doing that. 
When Martin isn't working at 

the museum and "Re-Creations" 
she is giving quilting classes as 
well as doing custom sewing 
and alterations for people. 

Martin will be joined by 

i 
stained glass artist, UeeAnn 
Burkwall at her studio ifor the 
weekend. Burkwall does stained 
glass jewelry, suncatch~rs and 
custom soaps. · · · 

Maitin will join fellow artists 
Peter Chope, Sandra ]3aenen, 

I 

I 

I 

Carolyn, Mar~ and Jennifer Vaughn 
will be available during the Marklee1 

Studios this weekend. · 
• j 

Gina. Gigli, Todd Brandscombe, The • 
Susa.n Flakus,! Jeff Brees, Jan Stor1 
Brees,· Kathy d:'.aldwell, Charles Gard 

· Muench, Kay6 Jobst, Carolyn Wolf 
Vaughn; Jennifer Vaughn .and Fe 
Mark Vaughn in welcoming the the 1 
public to their studios. Stud: 

A free map ~>f the tour will be visit, 
available at th¢ Alpine Chamber 
of Commerce.! There is no cost II Jo 
for the event, /sponsored by the 782-
ai·tists as. well ias local business: at jhi 

: 



1is weekend 

SHANNON LITZ/The R·C 
nnifer Vaughn with their artworl<, which 
g the Markleeville Artists Autumn Open 

scombe, 
ees, Jan 
Charles 

Carolyn 
~hn and 
ning the 

r will be 
:::'.hamber 

The Deli, Mai'kleeville General 
Store/ The Mo1mtain and the 
Garden, Villa :Gigli Trattoria and 
Wolf Creek. 1 

For more information about 
the Markleeyille Artists Open 
Studios, call (530) 694~2253 or 
visit, www.charlesmuench.com 

no cost ■ Jonni Hill can be reached at 
d by the 782-5121, exf217, or by e-mail 
)usiness: at jhill@recordcourier.com 
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'Fire departm.ep.t gets hew memb~r 
RUHENSTROTH 
RAMBLINGS 

by Gail Davis 

I would like for you to meet 
one of the newest members of 

-o:ur Ruhenstroth Vofm:;.teer Firn. . 
Department: Eamonn (pro­
.nounced AyeMun) Embree. He 
has been with the department 

. for t~n months and was previ­
ously with the Alpine County, 
California, Volunteer Fire· •. 
Dep/il'Ullent for.a ye& and a 
half .. He is still in training with 
the East Fork Fire District, bav- · 

- ing completed two of the :four 
required entry.:.levelfirefighting 
training classes, HazMat as ~ 
well as Wtldland, He still has 

. to complete classes on fighting 
_ structure fires and Emergency 
· Medical Services. 

When asked his.reasons for , 
becoming a firefighter, Eamonn 
said lie has alvv;ays been inter­

. ested in helping .others and 
believes in the. volunteer sys- . 

. tern. · He is also interested in · 
becoming a full-time firefighter 

in the future. · · "Ea:mOnn Embree is the riewest-member of the Ruhen-· ·. 
Most memorable response: · s_troth Volunteer Fire D,epartmeh.t ' 

Eamonn· said; ''It would be hard· 
to pick •a particular incident, but exploring the mines around - ··set up at area Bank of Ame,ricas 
the domestic violence calls. are Vrrginia City. I • • • • - :for the families of the two sol-

,' the· ones that are the hardest to - When I asked J:rim if he had ._ diers from our Nevada Ari:ny . · 
. forget because those crimes are any .recommendations for his National Guard that were killed 

always behind closed doors and neighbors,· his answer w_as, ''Be .. Sept .. 25 in Afghanistan. If you 
usually swept m;ider the rug. safe and obey the law and keep are interested .in contributing to 
'They just aren't talked abc.'>ut," fire vv;here it belongs. · Also,. '· Patrick Stewart's family, the 
he said, ''and that seems 'to acid I've noticed how many drivers, , .account number is . 
to the emotional impact arotiild are tailgating and passing ille~ · 004971028272. The account 
those types of calls." 'gaily. In light of the recent fatal number fcir John F1yrin's f~iliiiy :':,' ·• 

_ Eamonnis•anewcotner·to accidents over the smnmer, i · · is 004970795551:Their'chiJ/,:;,,-.:·-
-··the Valley, cb.niing h~re two _ would like to ask people to take · .dren range in age from fiveJo {:); 
- years ago with his wife, . it a little slowe.i-and be more . , fifteen years. . . - . . . - --= < t -

Brandi,, and their two young . cautious' when clrivmg." An - -- - - / .· . •• I ' • >; 
children: 1n l:iis spare time; he . excellent &uggestion, Eamonn. 11 To c,ontact Gail Davis ~:.rnaif\:1 
_enjoy~ fotir ~heeling in the . Welcome to the Carson Valley: · . hillfoprahch9T@cha·rter.Qet q('?0 '.;,' 

Pinenut Mountains as well as . There have been two funds call 265-1'947.'. • · · ·· •• · -'· ·· :_·--_-:--·---~~:r:: 
•·•':r-·· --~--~-~----.;___,;,;_..;._ ____ .;...,,..;..,...;,,;.~-.;....-~c........__:__, 

- I 
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. For~st _Service guard static 
by Jo Raff erlJ 
Staff Writer . 

of da:r 
Tm 

millic 
.. · Aft~r decades of floodino The U.S. Forest Service the pl 
· the ns~-Forest-Se:rvice-Gua:'d---G uard Station i .,,_ _____ li9_n _ _; 

DETAILS 

Station in Markleeville is Markleeville will be moved . Octol 
going to be moved to Turtle to Turtle Rock Park after .. $1.5 1 

Rock Park. . Alpine County received overt 
- The 'guard statfon, built in $4.5 million in federal Tu: 

1933 on six acres next to the Fores 
Alpine County Sheriff's funding for the project Land 
Department and courthouse, ----------- ago t, 
w·as subject to flooding as of la: 
early· as--1937.-The-mostrecent--said Alpine .County.Director.. of_J:rnri~f 

. . JO RAFFERTY/The R-C jlood oc:curred in 1997. . _ Public Works Leonard Tum- of La: 
The U.S. Forest Service Guard Station as if looks today. · "The flood of 1997 reem- beaugh. '.'The guard station "Tl 
Markleeville Creek is in the foreground. · • phasized the need to relocate," y,rent under water. It had a lot coop, 

Guard: Park would present 
Continued from page 1 

An existing community cen­
ter building at the park could 
be use4 as a command center 
,, -~ng a forest fire. Camping 

.s are available that fire · 
crews could use and the park­
ing lot could accommodate a 
helicopter landing . 

. "It has many things going 
: for it," said Turnbeaugh. 
I According to Alpine County 
Museum documents, a former 
forest ranger from 1950-1959 
Lyle Smith, reported that he. 
had seen the guard station 
underwater three times during 
his employment - in 1950, 
1951- and 1953. In this 1994 
interview, he also said the 
Guard Station flooded in 1963. 

Rock walls, built in the 
1930s along Markleeville 
Creek, will be tom down in an 
effort to restore the creek. 

According to U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture reports, 
utilities and a sewer pond 
placed in downstream loca­
tions in the 1960s ''have been 
threatened by flooding impacts 
exacerbated by the stream 
· ··.,cent structures (a retaining 
_ , and a footbridge) at the 

Markleeville guard station." 
"A technical advisory com­

mittee has been formed to 

- ~ - ---~-

design a restoration plan," said 
Alpine Watershed Group 
Coordinator Laura Lenders. 

The committee consists of 
representatives of the U.S. 
Forest Service, Alpine County, 
the Alpine Watershed Group, 
Central Sierra Resource Con­
servation & Development, 
Western Nevada Resource 
Conservation & Development 
and Caltrans. 

"The TAC will be meeting 
periodically over the next two 
years," said Lenders. ''We will 
hire a consulting firm with 
experience in river restoration 
design." 

Above, the 
USFSguard 
station was 

flooded in 1997 
{left) and in the 

1930s {right). 
At right, rock 

walls were 
constructed in 

the 1930s to 
prevent further 
flooding at the 
· station. 



I station relocation planned 

moved 
after 

ved 
ral 
ect. 

of damage." 
Turnbeaugh received $4.5 

million in federal funding for 
the project. The first $1.5 mil­
lion mas made available in 
October, with an additional 
$1.5 million collected annually 
over the next two years. 

Turnbeaugh met with the 
Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management two weeks 
ago to discuss having 15 acres 
of land at Turtle Rock Park 

rector of transferred to the U.S. Bureau 
:d .Turn- of Land Management. 
station ''Three agencies are working 

tad a lot . __ cooperatively .on getting this 

all together," said Turnbeaugh. 
The first phase will include 

moving and beginning of con­
struction at the park. 

Turtle Rock Park, according 
to Turnbeaugh, was the best 
site the agency looked,at. It is 
centrally located along High­
way 89 between Woodfords 
and Markleeville, and the ele­
vation is higher than the two 
towns. 

"It has a downhill response 
to Markleeville or Woodfords," 
said Turnbeaugh. 

See Guard on page 2 

~nt advantages 
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Move 
' em 
out 

~all means herding cattle for Scossas 
b1,1 Jonni Hill 

·staff Writer 

As a second warning of 
impending winter dusted the 
highest peaks of the Carson 
Range above the Carson Valley, 
local rancher, Russell Scossa 
marked this noticeable event 
with his own "farewell to fall" 
ritual. 

As the faded glory of autumn 
colors in the high country of 
Alpine County, blow from the 
birch and aspen trees, creating a 
rustling carpet of yellows and 
browns on the forest floors, 
Sccissa, with his family and 
workers are busy rounding up 
the Scossa herd to bring them 
out of the high country and to 

of growing fields of alfalfa, 
grass hay from seed to harvest 
for winter feed for the herd. 

Inside an old cabin at the 
cow camp, spring and fall dates 
for the herd's "arrival to" and 
"departure from" _the high coun­
try, have been recorded· and 
signed by the Scossas since the 
1970s. This diary of seasonal 
changes shows that some of the 
dates of departure: extend into 
the first weeks of November, 
indicating the snows, for those 
years, had not been sufficient 
enough to force the herd to be 
removed early. 

"This year due to the late 
snow melt last spring, the cows 
did not come on the allotment 
until late," Scossa said. "This 

ranchers, p(ISt and present, 
using permitted lands for graze, 
have been stewards of the land, 
a fact argued by environmental­
ists who would· prefer to never 
hear the gentle clinking of cow 
bells on national forest lands. 
According to Scossa, the exis­
tence of grazing on national for­
est and Bnreau of Land Man­
agement lands for more than a 
century have been proven bene­
ficial to the health of our forest 
lands and yet environmentalists 
argue the forest should remain 
untouched. As just one sound • 
reason for continuing this age 
old practice of grazing rights, 
the very presence of a foraging 
herd goes a long way toward 
wildland fire protection by 

~IM~~!lll!E '.' . 
lill HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S 

'WHISTLE STOP' 
Page 2 
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birch and aspen trees, creating a years, had not been sufficient argue the forest should remain 
rustling carpet of yellows and enough to force the herd to be untouched. As just one sound 
browns on the forest floors, removed early. reason for continuing this age 
Scossa, with his family and "This year due to the late old practice of grazing rights, 
workers are busy rounding up snow melt last spring, the cows the very presence of a foraging 
the Scossa herd to bring them did not come on the allotment herd goes a long way toward 
out of the high country and to until late," Scossa said. "This wildland fire protection by 
the home ranch in the Carson will allow us to extend our time grazing down the forest scrub 
Valley. Here, they will spend in the meadows providing the which would be ladder fuel in 
the winter in the lower eleva- weather holds." the event of a fire. Without their 
tions.until next spring. Things have changed through existence on the land, meadows 

This is a bi-yearly event for the years. More rules and regu- would soon disappear as forest­
the Scossa family, spring and lations, higher grazing fees, ed lands encroach. Streams 
fall, one that has been repeated, environmentalist issues, are all would eventually become 
uninterrupted, for five genera- . just a few of the things that swamp meadows. as they are 
tions. The Scossa Cow Camp make a harcl job just a little clogged with an over-growth of 
on Highway 4 heading to harder. For the Scossas, ranch- grasses. 
Ebbetts Pass is the gathering ing is a full-time, year-around "The pendulum seems to be 
place for the herd of more than job and for Russell Scossa, his swinging back the other way," 
100 head. Here they will be heart is in his work. Scossa said, referring to forest 
counted and loaded on to huge "I can't really imagine doing service specialists who have 
transport trucks for their trek to anything else,but what I do'," been ·examining the environ­
the home ranch on Foothill Scossa said,. "This is all I have mental changes where grazing 
Road between Sheridan and ever done all of my life, rights have been denied. 
'Fredricksburg. . "It used to be fairly easy at The last signature of autumn 

The summer range. is located roundup, years ago, but it seems has autographed the end of 
in the Hutnbolt-Toiyabe Nation- like lately there are more preda- another season. The herd is now 
al Forest. The Scossas ride an tors out there. We have had an home for the winter and waiting 
area that ranges from Noble increased bear population in the for spring to return to the high 
Canyon to Silver Mountain last few years. Now if we are country. For the Scossas, there 
Peak and Raymond-Peak, Scos- out one or two head, we can't is still more riding to :do. They 
sa cattle have roamed on that be sure if they are just-stray .or are short two cows in the count, 
allotment in Alpine County if they are dead. You could ride but with the rains and light 
since the late 1880s, long for days and never find ·a trace snow, finding them will be a lit­
before forest service organized of a carcass or even a few bones Ile easier. Their tracks will ·be 
the allotment system for the and bits of hide. more visible if they are still 
ranchers. For Russell Scossa · . "I'm not complaining," he . wandering around out there. 
and now his son Jeremy, :it is a said, ·''It's just the way it is and I · The Scossa Cow Camp must be 
way of life. As soon as the am sure it has, been that ·way 'in boarded up and closed for the 
snows melt in spring. and the the past." . • · · winter to wait for one more 
high country meadows start to • Scossa, like so ,many of the· spring to continue the tradition. 
rejuvenate, the 'herd is trans- ~.~,~ .. -,,-.,,~----,¾~-,~i--.~,~,,.,~.-------~­
ported from their Valley ranch h' ';--' · · ' · '.,.; .. -, 
and released for a summer of ( 
carefree grazing in the moun- · 
tains. 

Carefree for the cows, 
maybe, but for their human 
guardians, it will be a summer 
of endless riding to keep track 
of their location, moving them 
to different areas so over-graz­
ing does· not occur, tending ·10 
sick or injured animals, check-

Ru~sell Scossa takes a moment from his chores at th~ Scossa Cow Camp o~ · High0ay 4, 
Alpine County, to talk about permitee grazing in the high country. · · •. 'fr' . · ( 

•<f" I 
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way of life. As soon as the 
snows melt in spring. and the 
high country meadows start to 
rejuvenate, the herd is trans• 
ported from their Valley ranch. 
and released for a summer of 
carefree grazing in 'the moun- · 
tains. 

Carefree for the cows, 
maybe, but for their human 
guardians, it will be a summer 
of endless riding to keep track 
of their location, moving them 
to different areas so over-graz­
ing does not occur, tending to 
sick cir injured animals, check­
ing and repairing drift fences , 
putting them up in the spring 
and. dropping them to the 
ground in the fall - all a tough 

· but rewarding lifestyle. Mean­
while, back at the Valley ranch, 
days are filled with the chores 

----, -· - ,1··-· ---- . ··,1 -- -- ··-- -

am sure it has been that way in 
the past." 

Scossa, like so many of the 

b~~rd~d-~P-~~d clos;d for the 
winter ·to wait for ·one more 
spring to continue the tradition. 

Fence repair is one of the many jobs on the Scossa Cow 
Camp. Caretaker, Marsha Phillips helps Russell Scossa do 
the repairs. 

:This old shed stands out against the golden colors of fall at the Scossa Cow Camp. 

Bringing the cows into the corrals at the cow camp, Russell Scossa is at home on his horse. 
He has spent his life as a rancher. 

The old tack shed stands out against the fall colors of an Indian Summer in the Sierra of 
Alpine County. 

Photos by Jonni Hill 

,J, 



Alpine County topic 
of new historyboOk 
; . . . ~ (. . . - . . -

by Kurt Hildebrand 
Editor 

A new book focusing on the 
history of Alpine County goes 
on sale Monday. 

The book,. ''.Alpine County: 
Bear Valley, Kirkwood, and 
Markleeville" was compiled by 
the Alpine County Historical 
.Society and published by Arca­
dia Publishing's Images. of 
America series. 
' Alpine. County Museum 
Director Dick Edwards said the 
-1:>ook contains more than 200 . 
archived photos. -

"Nobody has seen these pic­
tures before and there's 'a ton of 
them in there," he said. "They 
tell a good story of the commu­
nity. To see this many photos 
someone wquld have to· sit 
down with me and go through 

:the archive." 
Alpine County librarian. 

Bessie Platten was approached 
by Arcadia about the.book. 

"She got a hold of the histori~. 
cal society _and because there 
was no money up front, we 
decided to do it," Edwards said. 
"We spent the better. part of 
spring 'and half of ,summer 
working on it." 

The 128-page. softcpver book 
consists entirely of photos ·and . 
captions ranging from the life The Hot Springs Hotel as it appeared on th·e cori;ier of Sfate 
of Washoes to the mining Highway 89 and Montgomery Street in Silver' Mountain: · 

· camps to modern day. Today it houses the Wolf- Creek Restaurant in downtown 
Edwards said the book was a . Mar.kleeville. 

team effort with Historical , 
5:30 p,m. ine,eting in Turtle 

Society President Mike Makely Rock.Park. · 1 

writing chapters 1 and 6- · • DETAILS The society formed in 1963 · 1 

. Attorney Karei;i Dustman . Title: 'Alpine County: Bear to. restore the old Webster .· 
· wrote chapter 2, Patty Brisbin School House. Two-thirds-of 
researched and wrote chapter 4; Valley, Kirkwood, and 

. the society's membershjp live 
Nancy Thornburg provided text Markleeville' outside the county and the soci-
for several chapters; Edwards Price: $19.99 ety ha.Sa mailinglist ·of more 
scanned the photos from the Available: A. lpine ·county'. · than 200 people. _ '· 
archive. ·. · • 

''We all got in there and tried Chamber of Commerce ":We' hav~ a, heck_ of a. nice 
museum," Edwards said. '.'We 

to cover every base," Edwards -. . are fortunate. that the county 
said. ''We got all our major and when me~be~s of th_e Alpme ·· -maintains the building and the 
minor communities involved."· County Histoncal Society gath- grounds." . . · 1 

The books won't be out for er Nov. 17 for their annual \ 
sale before the Alpine County membership meeting. 
museum closes· on Sooda:y, but --- Edwards. said the estimated I 
they will be available through 150 members will get a 10 per-, , 
the Alpine County Chamber of c.ent discount on the book, 
Commerce in Markleeville. ' which will be the· topic of a 

The books will be available Po:w-er Point presentatiou at the : \ 

R-C 

10-zz-os 



ror several cnapters. bdwards 
scanned the photos from the 
archive. · 

"We all got in there and tried 
to cover every base," Edwards 
said. "We got all our major and 
romor communitjes involved." 

The books won't be out for 
sale before the Alpine County 
museum cioses on Stin.day,·buf 
they will be available through 
the Alpine County Chamber of 
Commerce in Markleeville. 

The books will be available 

Price: $19.99 
Available: Alpine County 
Chamber of Commerce 

when members of the Alpine 
County Historical Society gath­
er Nov. 17 for their annual 
membership meeting. 
... Edwards""said the estimated 
150 members will get a 10 per­
cent discount on the book, 
which will be the topic of a 
Power Point presentation at the 

uu•1>1uc LUc l:uunty anu Lil~ soci­
ety has a mailing list of more 
than 200 people. 

"We. have a heck of a nice 
museum," Edwards s_aid;--;"We 
are fortunate that the county 
maintains the building and the 
:grounds." 
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· Markleeville book cltlb 
- . 

takes . on Martell 
Meeting monthly· in the , books and sharing opinions of -

downstairs activity room of the the author's style and skill," . Alpine 
Alpine Cou:b.ty Library, a loose- - said artist and retired teacher 

• ' ly knit group of Markleeyille ' Eileen Merrill, who arrived in p rt£ Ii 
and Woodfords residents have . Woodfords in 1950 to help he.r , Q O Q 
d.iscovered a way to expand · husband Stuart M~rrill manage .. --- · . 
their horizons. . .. . the family resort. by Gina Gig Ii 

The Alpine. Library Book· Alpine County Clerk Barbara 
Club came· into existence in Jones appreciated the '.'_sti:mulat- · the book u:iider discu~sion, i 
2002 as an answer to. the mutual ing conversations expressing "Life of Pi," by Yann Martell.· · ·\ 

. wish of a group of- library ,, other views from my own." . ,_ · · "Many of the themes are my 
patrons tp diversify t9-eir read~ .Alpine, County Librarian · favodte_s, _ in~luding facing i 
jng selections. . . . . . ' Bessie Platten added "Our demons, animal and human : 

"Hearing _the vaiied opinions' . members are open-mind~d,' and relationships, and .spirituality," I 

of ~y neighbors abo~t an inter-· ·we reaa books that we probably ·· said retired teacher Joyce 
estmg book Iliakes .me realize wouldn't read on our own." . . Devore,. who, appreciates the 
that '.we learn as m-qch about The large windo:ws of the; . rural lifestyle of.Alpine County 

I ourselves and_ each other as library activity •room frame and equestrian recreation. .•. 
about th_e boo~,'? sa;i.d, Grover . views _of creek side.aspen trees ', . Ir~i1;ig Krauss,'pro:fessor 
Hot Spnngs St_~te P~k Life- with their golden leaves quiver- , emenfus of sociology, said that 1 

-~ard Linda Frost; · . _ . ing in the -soft breeze,. contrast- Martell_'s bqok raised the ques..: 1 

_"I like reading a variety ofi ing:with ,'the OCe<lIUC setting of ~on of i:eality. . ' •_. I 
''Did the, tiger really exist, or . ple. . ., . _ ·. ing .in Markleeville, 0~ mem~ 

did it dwell only in· Pi's imagi- ''i think we all ac?ept each bers get involved in other activ-
·nation?" he aske.d. other in spite of our idiosyn- · ities, and the number ofpartitj-

Is Alpine Countyapfa.ce to crasies,"she ·said. pants fluctiiates.'i . 
stimulate imagination and ere- - ·Frost describes Markleeville The ~irst book. we read, in 
ativity? · as being "a small, quiettown, January 2002, was "LordJim," 
. l\1errill said it_is. very beautiful, 'ch:y:ming, with · 1:>y Joseph C~mrad, followed by 

''I love ,the complete changes. · 1ots .of w:ater and very few peo- such selections as "The Red 
of the scenery with each season ple." 'J'ent," by '.Anita Diama~t, _ 
_:.,_ from the l:!eautiful fall col-. . Devore is intrigued by the · "Good Earth," by Pearl Buck, 
ors, to the icy 'snow scenes, to ,county's evolution, "geological- "Mistress of Spices;'' by Chitra 
the fresh green. pastures of ly, economically and cultural- Divakuraruni; and "'Billy the 
spnng;,with never ~ndirig inspi~ ly." . . Kid,'' by.Robert Utley. . 
rations for painting," she said.· Platten extends a cordialinvi- · .Unlike most book clubs, 
. Krauss chose to live -in tation to residents to, participate where members buy books, OUI 

. Alpine for "the beautiful .locale, . in the book dub. members borrow books lent to. 
small· cqmmunity,- and pleasant, · '.'We meet the'last Wednesday us by other libraries. . ,. . 

; interesting :residents." of the· month, from noon to l 
Jon:es likes the geography p.m.," she said.' "Even with the · 111 Gina Gigli may be reached bye~ 

and the uniqueness of the peo-· relatively slower lifestyle exist- mail at ginagigli@gbis.com 



DOLL MAKER 

. . . . . . . . . JOYCE HOLLISTER/Special to The R-C 
Doll maker Madeline John ofWoodfords·and h~r granddaughter Stella John of LakeTahoe at 
the basketweaving event in Stewart on Saturday. · ' 

' - ' . ' ' ' '. . ' . . 

Kirkwood predicts Nov.19 opening 
e~c News Senice tie more snow at high~r _ eleva­

Hons than ~ast week's storm; 
Wintry weather in the high. · said meteorologist Ray ·collins. 

· -Sierra has Kirkwood Mountain · .Kirkwood Mountain· Resort 
Resort predicting a Novh9 : reported 6 inches ai the_top~ of 
opening day, . · , · their mountains· during that 

This storm should bring a lit- •· storm. 

''We ai-e going to see,:niore 
wind with this storm/' Collins 
said, "but there's going to be a· 
lot of precipitation, too." . · 

As of Thursday, there was·2.::­
. 6 inches of snow according to 

Kirkwood's Web site. 
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Grant will-ai·d•in detection 
.. i 

- f Alpine rilothersat risk 
<. Staff Repotts . re~eived $50,000 from the Cal~ Pediatrics at the University of · 

, , · iforriia Endowment to begin a · Illinois' College of Medicine in 
Babies borri. to mothers. who · strategic response to this . crisis , · Chicago, has authored several 

~ abuse drugs or ·alcohol during in the Sierra. books · on the subject of sub-
. ~ pregnancy may pay a high · "This award)s the catalyst stance abuse during pregnancy 
· · price for their mother's abuse. Capri needed to bring this vit:al and has received several 

·. . Children exposed to drugs program to ·our counties," said ·awards· for his work with high 
~ and ·alcohol before b.irth _are at Capri President Cindy Hann$. riskwomen, children and fami­
~eater risk for delayed devel- "We are grateful to the Califor- lies. He has developed a 
opment, small birth weight, nia Endowment for . their scrJening tool vvhich ·will be. -

, mental retardation and, serious efforts to improve the health of . used by the Capri program. 
rhealth problems throughout babies in our communities." , Women identified .to be at risk 
· their li~es, Capri of the·Sierras,. The funding willproyide for · will.tie given a comprehensive 
a non-profit in El Dorado and two assessors who .will begin a . risk· assessment in the prenatal 

· Alpine counties, is dedic:ated to screening• process that will care provider's office or ·other 
. improving the health and well .. identify women at _risk of sub~ safe enviromnent. 
being of chil~en. and mqthers stance abuse during pregnancy. . For in.ore information, con-

\"'~:- thatare 'at risk due to perinatal/ Dr. Ira-Chasnoff, president of tac{Hannah at cindy@hhs. 
. ; drug exposure. . . tlie · Children's ·Research Trian- _alpinecountyca.com 

The · organization. _has gle and ~ professor of Cfu,rical 

jAipwe Fall Healtl1 Festival takes place Saturday 
: bJ Jo 'Rafferty In ·addition there will be raf- prick blood testing and dental 
~ Staff Writer · fl.es taking plate every 30 min- screenings. and· physicals will 
: · · utes, with the grand prize bene- be provided for children ages 
:· About 150-20Opeople usual~- fiting the winner's utility bill:. 0-5 years. 
: ly attend the Alpine County· · ... ''There; Will be lots of rat- -· .·• . A personai trainer froin 
, annual· Fall Health Festival, . fl.es," said C:indy.Schemenau.er, Nevada Fitness will be .there. 
:now in its-seventh year.. who took over as director of · conducting exercise assess·-
. This year's health festival tlie Alpine County :Health Edu~ . inents: Nevada Fitness also 
: takes pla.ce Saturday 'at the catic>i1. Prpgram ·about·· six donatedfour three~month pass­
; Early Learning Center, 100 - months ago. "The grand priz~ · es for the raffle. 
, Foothill ·Road .in Woodfords. is worth over .$250 in energy . Other businesses that are 
: About 35. vendors, incliid:mg · credit."· · · · · donating to the.event areJamba 
~state agencies, edu.cation and Th~,$250 would go toward. :-Juice, selling 16.:ounce·smooth-
: pr~ventjon agencies a:nd the the wii:Jner's utility bill, accord-. - ies for $3 to benefit the pro­
: Alpine County . t>heriff's ing to. Schemenauer. . . gram, and Starbucks; which 

_ ; Dep·artment and California Flu shots will be available donated coffee, snacks and gift 
: Highway Patrol, will partici- for $10-for Alpine C01:mty resi-· baslrnts for the raffle. 
;P~te. -· 'dents, J3aitonMeriiorial-Hospi- ':"It's all about health and 
, tal will be doing free finger- wellness," said Sche:ri:tenauer: 

- · . ..;--:..,'.:!;:·, .· 
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(:,.alifQrnia closes 2005:fishirig season i 

.. R;.C'N~Ws se~ce -. ·. -· 20.06. Waters closing include Indian Creek Reservoir and -: 
.. the West.Fork of the.Carson·•, JJpper·in.d Lower Blue lakes, ; 

_ _ C;aljfomia dbs~s m~y of its . River ~d Red Creek; fa:;Hope_ Upper and Lower Lost lakes; i 
streams, creeks and rivers for· Valley, theEastForkoftheC::u-< _Twin 'Lake, Meadow Lake, 

, the~2005 fishing season on son River and Markleeville; Si,1/ Tamarack Lake; U:pper and , 
Triesday,-Those waters will not · ver and Wolf creeks. _ __ _ _ · -Lower Sunset lakes and Wet 
re-C?pen again uri.til_ April 30, · Those -staying open include· Meadows. 



i4}pine roads will 
[ail,,Qe plowed 
I • , 

i: Staff Reports · 

,. State budget concerns won't 
:: have a substantial effect on how 
'.'.Alpine County's roads are 
:: plowed, Road Maintenance 
:: Superintendent Dale Robinson 
:: said Thursday. 
;: ''The roads will be cleared," 
::he said. ''It will affect how the 
· roads are plowed, but not all 
that much." 

A Record-Courier story 
, appearing on the Alpine County 
1·page in the Nov. 11 edition 
: incorrectly indicated that budg­
:: et consideration would deter­
:: mine whether roads would be 
'.plowed. · 

"We will have them cleared," 
:he sai<;"l. 
: According to the Alpine 
', County Road Department, snow 
i removal is paid for from state 
:: gas tax revenues and doesn't 
j receive any money from county 

! Alpine report 
i,. ~Pwit2%WJ&l 
[, 

. : Alpine turkey bingo 
: is Saturday 
' 

, Turkey· bingo to benefit the 
; Alpine Children's Center will . 
'. be 7-10 p.m. Saturday at Turtle 
, RockPark. 

' : For more information call 
: (530) 694-2934 or (530) 694-

.: 0570. 

: . Grover goes on 
: holiday hours 
, Grover Hot Springs will be 
; closed Thanksgiving Day but 
'. will be open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on 
'. Friday. 
; The Hot Springs will be 

. :-closed Wednesdays during 
'. Christmas break, Dec. 19-30 
; and will close at 3 p.m. on 

taxpayers. 
Airport Road, Douglas Way 

and driveway berms won't be 
plowed until after a storm is 
over and other roads are open. 

According to the policy, any­
time the road department has to 
· close a road, they will notify the 
Sheriff's Office, the fire depart­
ments, school and try and notify 
anyone living along the road. 

In case of emergency on a , 
closed road, the road depart­
ment is asking residents to call 
911, so the Sheriff's Office can 
contact the department. Sanding 
will be limited to steep hills and 
sharp curves after storms. 

Chain and snow ti.re restric­
tions-will be more frequent. 

Snow removal will begin 
when the snow reaches 3 inches 
in any area. 

For information on road clo­
sures and to rep~rt safety issues, 
call (530) 694-2140~ ...... 

Christmas Eve and 5 p.m. on 
New Year's Eve. The park will 
be closed both Christmas Day 
and New Year's Day. 

Hours are subject to change. 
For more information call: 
(530) 694-2249 

Kil Carson Lodge 
mid-week specials 

The Kit Carson Lodge is 
offering a midweek ski pack­
age. 

Those who stay 2-3 days 
Sunday· through Thursday will 
receive one free ski pass at 
Kirkwood Ski Resort and Kirk­
wood Cross Country Center and 
save up to 20 percent on addi­
tional passes. 

Those staying 4-5 nights will 
receive two free ski passes . 

For more information call 
.(530) 676-1370 or visit 
www.kitcarsonlodge.com 
. . 

iuc,d. -C.Ou.-rler 
No\f . g ~ ?-DDS 



:Sitting on a berich and 
observing Markleeville 

Downtown Markleeville con-
sists of a wide road, with 

-tourists in cars, campers and 
motorcycles often speeding 
through town without seeing 
the surrounding creeks, moun­
tains, pastures or trees. · 

The Cutthroat Saloon asserts 

Alpine 
Portfolio 
by Gina Gigli 

itself by virtue of its strategic Everyone meets at mail-time 
~ comer location and by bar at the post office down the road 
[ patrons who sit on benches whether picking up bills and 
( brandishing beer. cans and ash- packages inside, or buying 
1 trays. Cooks, waitpersons, and newspapers from the stands 
; dishwashers grab some time-out outside. Next to the post office, 
~ by sitting on benches alongside Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
: Wolf Creek Restaurant. provides a rustic bench for lin-

Law and order _takes place gerers. 
: kitty comer to the Cutthroat in Coffee drinkers and smoker~ 
: an historic square-cut stone perch on benches outside the J. 
: courthouse, wherejudges sit on Marklee Toll Station at the 
' the bench in tlie courtroom on northern end of town. 
: the first floor, and where the Wfoter hours are in effect in 
' sheriff and deputies headquarter parts of downtown . 
in the basement. · Markleeville, with the Deff 

Vying for attention is the closed until spring; Rudden's 
Markleeville General Store next General Store will be open 
to the courthouse, with a repeti- daily from 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 

· tive jingle-jingle, bang-bang p.m.; the coffee shop at J, 
- issuing from front door slam- Marklee Toll Station will be 

ming. Kids and adults alike open Monday through Friday 
enjoy slurping ice cream while -from 8:30 a.m:. to 1 p.m.; the · 

;.sitting on thebericlies6ftfi<f7"" '-Visitors Center will be open 
: : old, covered front porch and Mon.day through Friday from 9 
:: watching the world go by. , a.m. to 4 p.m. 
,. ,. _______________________ _ 

. _ On the way to Grover Hot 
Springs, the Alpine County 
Museurriup on the hill, with 
veranda benches, has closed for 
the winter. The grand re-open­
ing of the museum will take 
place on May 27, during 
M~morial Day Weekend. 

Further up the hill, Villa . 
Gigli, with deck benches, has 
also clo~ed for the ytinter, with j 

~~-opening scheduled for May '_ I 

At the end of Hot Springs 
Road is Grover Pool, with . 
benches built aloµg the protec­
tive fences around-each pool, so 
that hot water soakers and cold 
water swimmer~-can decom­
press. Winter}fours are from 2 
p.m. to 8 p.m., on weekdays 
(closed Wednesdays)·and from 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m'c~n weekends. 

Bench-sitters, whether they 
be bird-watchers, car-counters, 
people-observers, deep~thinkers 
or nature-lovers are always wel­
come in Markleeville. 

■ Gina Gigli is a Markleeville resi-
dent. · 



JESSICA COMBOS/R-C file photo 
Downtown Markleeville in fall 2004 hasn't changed much in the past few yea~~-
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A great dayfoC art 
i1l Mark_leeville · 

Ctistomerstreated to ----­
original-art; artists enjoy 

_ busy-day duriilg tour_ 

. by Jomii Hill - ' " - _ 

Pali c~e to Alpme County 
and the fown of Markleeville 
in a spectacul~_ way last week­
end with the Marldeeville -
Artists Autumn Open Studios 
Tour. Crystal blue skies 
announced the even,t, just in 
time for nature to add her 
- - I - -
palette of color to her own can-
vas of birch and aspens and the 

Alpine artists opened the doors SHANNON LITZ/R°C photos 
to their private studiostoshow i.:, Sara Cota of GardneNille looks at Todd Branscombe'~ Ph?­
the public hovv: they work, too. , tography at Markleeville Artists Autumn Open Studios m 

Several hundred visitors · Alpine Coµrity, Satur~ay. _ The ~vent was a tour of. mo~e 
flocked to the tiny mountain - than a dozen artists' pnvate studios, Saturday and Sunday. 
county to enjoy' nature's 9pen 
air studio and then to make the 
tour of the artist's studios from 
as far away:as the Mother 
Lode Gold Country of the Cal­
ifornia foothills. - - _ 

''This tour gives (the artists) 
a chance to share what we do 

and how we do it," potter 
Mark Vaughn, said. "It is a 
chance. to interact with people -
on a different level .than if we 
were able to do at different art -
shows.'\ _ , 

Vaughn and hi~ wife Car-



. Gerri Praught of Truckee looks at Jennifer Vaughn's pho~ 
· tography at the .Markleevme· Artists Autumn Open Studios 
event, Saturd<:1X· · •--. · 

-------,-1-- - . 

olyri produce hand-thrown 
high fire Raku pottery with 

•· metallic. iridescent glazes on 
unique pots, vases, and fanci­
ful wall decorations. The . 
Vaughns' daughter, Jennifer, 
who also had her work on dis-

- play, is an award.:winning fine 
art photographer. Arecipient of 
the Mami'yaAward of Excel-. 

· lence; Jennifer is a graduate of 
Hallmark Institute of Photog-
raphy. · 
· ~'She has .the eye for it," her 

father, Mark Vaughn said. 
Another artisan on the tour 

was Kaye Jobst with her hand­
beaded necklaces, ornaments 
and bottles, her gourMtuni . 
into artwork as well as the 
.intricate work of her pine nee- · 
dle baskets. · 
· "I collect pine needles frorii 

around here," Jobst said, "but, 
ldon't just pick them off the 
ground, I wait until. a good 
wind and pk).c up the freshly 

- fallen ones or wait untilI see · 
-- the-brown ones on th~ trees: ... c. 

. 'Those· ai\: the ones I use~ I 
· don't want them to be wet on 
the ground and start to d~velop 
the black spots. They are start­
ing to mold and they are unus-
able." · 

Jobst ,was showing her mork 
in the home of her son, Todd 
. Branscombe, a nature photog­
rapher. Branscombe was show­
ing a new collection of photo­
graphs this year witli bis bear 
photography. Catching the 
bears in their natural liabitat, 
his collection included a series 
of bears he had photographed, 

Kim Browning of GainesvHle, Fla. looks at Ellen Martin's .. · some right outside the back' 
purses and. other fabric art atthe Markleeville Artists 

. Autumn Open Studios, Saturday. . See Tour on page 7 

Pg. '2. 
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,Jour: Markleeville artists diSplay works 
Glintinued from page 1 

1 

door of bis Markleeville studio. 
Across the street from the 

Branscombe's Studio was a 
new addition to thetour. The 
'Cookie Planet and food artist 
Debra Esteban displayed her 
work in a setting of a late 
1950s soda parlor. Delectable 
creations, in the form of realis­
tic ice cream cones of pure 
chocolate and the premier 
piece of art work, a hamburger. 
B'ut not just any hamburger. 

, The whole thing was made 
from chocolate. From the 
sesame seed bun to the toma­
toes, pickles, lettuce, onions, 
cheese and of course the burg- , 
,er, it was a 100 percent sugar 
high. Served with a paper 
bagged, 1950's-style serving of 
French fries in the form of thin 
~sµgar cookie wafers in a red 
\voven plastic basket with a 
real coke on the side, the set­
ting was complete. Esteban has 
fun with food and her food is 
r~ally too artistic to eat but also 

, tgo good not to sample a bite 
qr two. 

At the studio of Peter 
Chope and Sandra Baenen, 
another artist, Kathy Caldwell 
::was showing her hand-fabricat­
~d gold and silver jewelry. 
Each piece of her sparkling, 
one-of-a-kind designs, would 
be like wearing a piece of art. 

In the studio of Jeff Brees, 
creator of topiary and garden 
sculpture using wire and hand­
wrought metals, was bis moth­
er Jan Brees. An artist in her 
own right, Jan offered hand­
crafted metal autumn leaves in 
-natural free form shapes and 
whimsical rock sculpted birds. 

The leaves, crafted from 
nature's own patterns, each 
featured unique natural fall 

. metallic colors. 
"The rocks speak to me", 

Brees said. "I let them tell me 
what they want to be," she said 

about her imaginative birds. 
Along'with artists, Sandra 

Baenen, Todd Branscombe, Jan 
Brees, Jeff Brees, Kathy Cald­
well, Peter Chope, Susan 
Flakus, Gina Gigli, Kaye Jobst, 
Ellen Martin, Charles Muench, 

Gina Gigli, left, explains the 
process of etching to 
visitors, Rita and Richard 
Valent at the Villa Gigli 
during the Markleeville 
Artists Autumn Open Studio 
Tour. Above, one of Debra 
Esteban's unique creations 
made from chocolate -
a hamburger. 

JONNI HILUR-C photos 

Debra Esteban, Carolyn, Jen­
nifer and Mark Vaughn, the 
other sponsors of the Open 
Studio event, The Deli, Tlie 
Markleeville General Store, 
The Mountain and the Garden, 
Villa Gigli Trattoria and The 
Wolf Creek offered specialty 
items for the enjoyment of the 
visitors who came to enjoy the 
offerings of an Alpine autumn. 

II Jonni Hill is a staff writer at The 
Record-Courier. She can be 
reached at jhill@recordcourier.com 
or 782-5121, ext. 213. 
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Alpine County writer 
publishes first novel 

After impulsively throwing 
away bis first two attempts to · 
write books, Wood.fords resi­
dent Adam Coyan now calmly 
discusses the recent ~ October 
2005 ;_ publication of bis 
novel, "Plight of the Forgot­
ten." He claims that bis sense 
of accomplishment is com­
plete, and "no one can take that 
away from me." 

Stephen, Caleb, Daria and 
Kaitlin, the main characters in 

· his novel, are brought to life to 
portray a satire of "where I see 
our society heading, with no 
emotions showing. As people 
pass each other on the street, -
their faces are expressionless. 
The Matamiss, the last of those 
left with true emotion, live. in a 
perilous time,,i~~re ,di~playing 
any type of resp6Ii~e could get 
you ]plled, an:d thJt the lack of · 
emotion is a sure sign thatthe 
Demon Lord Grulag,stirs in the 
hearts of men.?' 

When Coyan describes the 
tl;teme ()f bis story, dimples 
appearf a:Qd his gi;een eyes 
crinkl6:.with mirth, making it 
eviden~ffuat his own personali­
ty is th~ complete opposite 'of 
the exptessionless imaginary 
characters populating bis book. 

"I love living in Alpine 

Alpine 
Portfolio -by Gina Gigli 

. SHANNON LITZ/fhe R-C 
Author Adam Coyan .. 

County, because the area is 
small and everyone knows 
everyone," said the member of 
the fourth generation of Coy- · 
'ans settled in Markleeville. 

"Of course"! also hate living 
here becaus~ the county is 
small and everyone knows 
everyone," he jokingly.added. 

Adam, born in 1973, is one 
of four boys in the family par­
ented by Mark:leeville residents 
Wanda· and Gary Coyan. He is 
second to the oldest son Rob 
(George), followed by Josh 
and Gary. Brother Gary 
designed the cover for "Plight · 

of the Forgotten." Two cliffs 
frame ·the image .of an Indian 
face embedded in the earth, 
and an eagle soars above. All 
of the Coyan sons grew up 
hunting, fishing, biking, skiing, 
swimming, but Adam-recently 
has pursued the art of sailing 
bis boat on Pyramid Lake. 

A serious student, Adam 
majored in physics at Northern 
University of Arizona at 
Flagstaff, but as he describes 
it, "I followed a different 
path.." 

This path has included an 
enlistment in the Navy, where 
''I felt like some kind of hero," 
life guarding at Grover Hot . 
Springs, tiuck driving, operat­
ing the Markleeville Water 
Treatment Plant, and writing 
bis books. When asked about 
the theme of the book he's 
working on currently, Coyan 
dodges the question by saying, 
"Well, the title is 'Spirit 
Chronicles: Volume I."' 

"Plight of the Forgotten", by 
Adam Coyan was published in 
October 2005 by Auth9r House 
and may be purchased at Ama­
zon.Com. 

1111 Gina Gigli may be reached bye­
mail at ginagigli@gbis.com 
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Above, Barton . 
Hospital lab 
assistant Jennifer .. 

. Crawford takes 
blood from Nick 
Agnason at the 
Alpine County 
Health Fair on 
Saturday. He 
was having a ► . 

cholesterol and 
glucose check. At: 
left, Doug Rublait9s 
of the Alpine ~ 
County Probation~­
Department helps·. 
Marcus Rice, 4, 
make a visor at 
the health fair. 
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After impulsively throwing 
away bis first two attempts to 
write books, Woodfords resi­
dent Adam Coyan now calmly 
discusses the recent - October 
2005 - publication of bis 
novel, ''Plight of the Forgot­
ten." He claims that his sense 
of accomplishment is com­
plete, and "no one can take that 
away from me." 

Stephen, Caleb, Daria and 
Kaitlin, the main characters in 

· bis novel, are brought to life to 
portray a satire of "where I see 

' our society heading, with no 
emotions showing. As people 
pass each other on the street, 
their faces are expressionless. 
The Matamiss, the last of those 

with true emotion, live in a 
: .t ... .-1ous time where displaying 

any type of response could get 
you killed, and that the lack of 
emotion is a sure sign that the 

. Demon Lord Grulag stirs in the 
; hearts of men." 

When Coyan describes the 
' theme of bis story, dimples 
. appear, and bis green eyes 
crinkle with nrirth, making it 

• evident that his own personali­
ty is the complete opposite of 
the expressionless imaginary 
characters populating his book. 

''I love living in Alpine 

fir t I 
Alpine 
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SHANNON UiVThe R-C 
Author Adam Coyan. 

County, because the area is 
small and everyone knows 
everyone," said the member of 
the fourth generation of Coy­
ans settled in Markleeville. 

"Of course, I also hate living 
here because the county is 
small and everyone knows 
everyone," he jokingly added. 

Adam, born in 1973, is one 
of four boys in the family par­
ented by Markleeville residents 
Wanda and Gary Coyan. He is 
second to the oldest son Rob 
(George), followed by Josh 
and Gary. Brother Gary 
designed the cover for "Plight 

of the Forgotten." Two cliffs 
frame the image of an Indian 
face embedded in the earth, 
and an eagle soars above. All 
of the Coyan sons grew up 
hunting, fishing, biking, skiing, 
swimming, but Adam recently 
has pursued the art of sailing 
bis boat on Pyramid Lake. 

A serious student, Adam 
majored in physics at Northern 
University of Arizona: at 
Flagstaff, but as he describes 
it, "I followed a different 
path." 

This path has included an 
enlistment in the Navy, where 
''I felt like some kind of hero," 
life guarding at Grover Hot 
Springs, truck driving, operat­
ing the Markleeville Water 
Treatment Plant, and writing 
bis books. When asked about 
the theme of the book he's 
workingoncurrentl½Coyan 
dodges the question by saying, 
"Well, the title is 'Spirit 
Chronicles: Volume I."' 

"Plight of the Forgotten", by 
Adam Coyan was published in 
October 2005 by Author House 
and may be purchased at Ama­
zon.Com. 

;; Gina Gigli may be reached bye­
mail at ginagigli@gbis.com 

Snow- ren1oval rules explained 
Staff Reports 

California's budget crunch 
may affect whether Alpine 
County residents will have 
their roads cleared of snow 
this winter. 

j,.ccording to the Alpine 
nty Road Department, 

""~Av removal is paid for from 
state gas tax revenues and 
doesn't receive any money 
from county taxpayers. 

Because of the deficits, 
Alpine County won't be able 

to maintain prior levels of 
plowing, sanding and overtime 
by the road crew, according to 
the policy. 

According to the policy, 
anytime the road department 
has to close a road, they will 
notify the Sheriff's Office, the 
fire departments, school and 
try and notify anyone living 
along the road. 

In case of emergency on a 
closed road, the road depart­
ment is asking residents to call 
911, so the Sheriff's Office can 

contact the department. Sand­
ing will be limited to steep 
hills and sharp curves after 
storms. Chain and snow tire 
restrictions will be more fre­
quent and berms blocking 
driveways will only be plowed 
after a storm has passed and 
during normal working hours. 
Snow removal will begin when 
the snow reaches 3 inches in 
any area. 

For information on road clo­
sures and to report safety 
issues, call (530) 694-2140. 
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Above, Barton 
Hospital lab 
assistant Jennifer 
Crawford takes 
blood from Nick 
Agnason at the 
Alpine County · 
Health Fair on 
Saturday. He 
was having a 
cholesterol and , ·",. 
glucose check. At 
left, Doug Rublaitus 
of the Alpine 
County Probation 
Department helps 
Marcus Rice, 4, . 

... make a visor at 
the health fair. 



Young glaucoma sufferer 

advocating resear~h 
When Melissa Baker was 15, 

she was a typical nearsighted 
teenager with thick glasses• and 
a love of skiing and snowboard­
ing. She'. d been diagnosed with 
myopia when she was 7 years 
old and had been wearing 
increasingly thicker glasses · 
since then to treat her vision 
deterioration. There was one 
problem, however: Melissa's 
problem was glaucoma, not. 
myopia. The glasses were doing 
nothing to treat the pressure 
problem in her lazy left eye, 
and unfortunately for Melissa, 
it was too late. · 

ophthalmologist. Her family's 
optometrist had for years neg­
lected to give her a stand_ard 
glaucoma test. Upon visiting 
the specialist, Melissa .learned 
that she had a serious case of 
glaucoma that had been causing 
her vision problems for all 
those years. Because Melissa 
had been suffering from 
extremelyhigh intraocular pres­
sure for so long, the damage to 
her optic nerve was irreversible. 
After four attempts at corrective 
surgery in her late teenage 
years, Melissa eventually lost 
sight completely in her left eye. 
At age 22, Melissa's left eye 
was replaced with a glass eye. 

It was a skiing accident at the 
age of 15 that led Melissa to an 

care professionals. Unfortunate­
ly, I had to lose vision in one 
eye to realize this." · · 

Melissa recently reviewed 
new materials at 
www.nclnet.org on a new edu­
cation campaign about the 

1 importance of understanding 
the various members of the eye 
care team. National Consumers 
League released the results of a 
survey, which found that many 
consumers, including those 
who wear glasses or contact 
lenses, are uncertain about the 
differences among vario~s eye 
care providers, the services they 
perform, and the training and 
education they must complete. 

, The survey showed that one­
third of respondents (30 per­
cent) incorrectly- thciu:ght 
optometrists have earned med­
ical degrees. Despite the confu­
sion about which eye care pro- . 
fessionals have medical 
degrees, consumers have strong 
opinions on the need for the 
degree: when it comes to per­
forming· surgeries (including 
laser), injecting/prescribing 
mediations, and emergency 
care, most respondents indicat­
ed that they would prefer their 
eye-care 'provider to have a 
medical degree. 

''When it ·comes fo eye care, 
it is vital for consumers to 

Melissa has since dedicated ' 
her time to educating others on 
the importance of regular glau­
coma screenings, and she was , 
recently appointed to be an I 
honorary co-chair for the Glau­
coma Research Foundation. 

"It's important for me to 
sli¥e my story with others to 
prevent similar tragedies," said 
Melissa, who is now a 24-year­
old student in Northern Califor­
nia. "Consumers need to look 
out for themselves when it 
comes to ensuring that they're 
getting the best quality of care. 
People must take an active role 
in their vision care and under­
stand the differences among eye 

· understand who can provide 
what kind of services," said 
NCL President Linda Golodner. -
''There are a number of differ­
ent types of professionals on 
the eye care team, and unfortti­
natel y, many consumers, as 
seen in our survey, don't differ-· 
entiate among.them." 

Melissa is still an active 
snowb.oarder and skier and 
enjoys life as any-other 24-
year-old woman. She has a 
new part-time job, and she still 
has 20/15 vision in her right 
eye. 

To learn more about NCL's 
new education effort, visit 
www.nclnet.org/health/eyes. 

.a.oo~ 



Betty James Cruz 
'1937-2005 . 

Betty James Cruz, 67, died 
Nov. 22, 2005 at Carson Tahoe 
Hospital. 

Mrs. Cruz was born Nov. 27, 
'-" 1937 in Carson City to Roy and 
•. Maize Dick James and she was a 
:- 0resident of Woodfords, Calit for 
~ .· 57 years. She was married to 
-.:.. Kenneth Leo Cruz, Sr. and lived 
~ in San Francisco. She was a 
':.: truck driver and a homemaker. 
< She was preceded in death by 

her parents, _brothers Delbert, · 
Marvin, Russell and her sister 
Eleanor James. 

She is survived by her sons, 
Terrance Cruz I, Gregory Crut;--·-­
Darrel Cruz, Steven Cruz, David 
Cruz, Kenneth Cruz, Jr., her . 

. daughter Vanessa Cruz, sisters 
Flora and Leona James, lier 
brother Edward James, 22 grand~ 
children, 1 0 great-grandchildren 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

Arrangements are in the care 
of FitzHenry's Carson Valley 
Funeral Home. A memorial serv­
ice took place 11 a.m. Nov. 26 at 
FitzHenry's Carson Vs3-lley Funer­
al Home in Gardnerville followed 
by a Ce)ebration of Life at the 
Woodfords Education Center. 
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Red ink .locks up Alpine jail expansion 
By Jo Rafferty 
Tribune News Service 

Until California's budget picture starts to 
look brighter, plans to expand Alpine Coun'­
ty's inmate capacity beyond a single holding 
cell will stay on hold. 

Funding department officials had hoped 
for new construction is not available. Until it 
is, the cell located· in the basement of the 
Alpine County Courthouse, which was built 
in 1928; will have to suffice. 

"With what occurred in California with 
the state and county budget, it was not feasi­

. ble to move forward on a new facility at this· 
time;" said S_heriff Jobri Crawford. · 

Property behind the generaf store, adjacent 
to the Alpine County Administration Build-

ing, was purchased a few years ago for the 
future Alpine County Sheriff's Office, but 

' right n()W no funding is available to build on 
it, according to Leonard Turnbeaugh, director 
of Public Works and county surveyor: 

Coring of the soil and drafting of floor 
plans have oeen done so far, but the sheriff's 
office is still in the preliminary planning 
stages, he said. . · 

· 'We're looking for funding sources," said 
Tunibeaugh. · 

Currently there is one holding cell, used 
only for prisoners waiting to· go to court. Two. 
cells were available until several years ago, 
but one is now being used as a storage room. 

Inmates_ are taken to El Dorado County 
Jail in South. Lake Tahoe until their court 
date. 

The · holding cell~ · above, under the 
courthouse in Markleeville since 1928, . 
is still used for the court's purposes. 

Alpine County Sheriff John 
Crawford, left, points out the . .. . •··, 
possible location for the new sheriff's' 

. office in Markleeville. . 
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New boOK was a 
community effOrt 

"When Alpine County 
Librarian·Bessie Platten stood 
up at the meeting of the Alpine 
County Historical Society last 
year and presented her idea for 
a new Alpine County history 
book, the members listened 
attentively;" said Mike Makley, 
out-going president. "Publica­
tion of our previous history 
book, 'Alpine Heritage' took 
place more than 40 years ago, 
in 1964. Long-time Alpine resi­
dents Ileen Price Long, Mabel 
C. Love, and Angie T. Merrill 
(now all deceased) had pre­
pared 'Alpine Heritage' for 
publication in honor of Alpine 
County's Centennial Celebra­
tion. Our new book, 'Images of 
America: Alpine County,' pub­
lished in October of 2005, is 
intended to serve as an histori­
cal and photographic comple­
ment to the former classic por­
trayal of pioneer life." 

Alpine County Museum 
Director Dick Edwards said the 
update was helped by expan­
sion of the county's photo col­
lection. 

'The photo collection had 
been expanded over the years, 
thanks to donations from histor­
ical society members and histo­
ry buffs," Edwards said. "The 
book committee selected 203 
photos from a total of 500 to be 
included in our new book. 
Though these photos had been 
scanned into our museum's 
archival system, Arcadia Pub­
lishing required each of the 203 
photos to be scanned at 20 cen­
timeters wide and 300 dots per 
inch." 

Mike Makley said the new 
book traces Alpine County's 
development to three periods of 
time: geological forces at work, 
10,000 years of existence by the 
Washo Indians, and the Euro­
American occupation led by 
Jedediah Smith in 1827. 

Al pin@----_; ___ _ 
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Platten, who originally con­
ceived the project, coordin'.ated_ 
progress with.Arcadia Publish­
ing, and assisted with the organ­
ization of chapters and layout. 

"It was a labor of love by the 
committee for the community," 
she said. .. .· 

Karen Dustman researched 
and wrote the text for Chapter 
Two - 'Mining Towns and 
Camps;' 

''I enjoyed the research, 
because I learned .a lot, and I 
appreciated my husband 
Rick's assistance," Dustman 
said. "l think the community 
should be proud of the finished 
book." · 

Patti Brisbin, who lives in 
Carson City and is a social 
economic analyst for the 
Nevada Department of Trans­
portation, was responsible for 
writing Chapter Four_-: 'The 
MiddleYears: Where Did 
Everybody Go?' 

"Pulling in and tracking the 
back-and-forth activities of 
Alpine County and Carson Val­
ley families was fascinating for 
me," Brisbin said. 

Nancy Thornburg also wrote 
some text for chapters, and 
other members of the Historical 
Society who helped with gath­
ering photos, research, verifica­
tion and editing were Irving 
Krause, Ellen Martin, Lois 
Kaiser, Fritz Thornburg, Gary 

Alpine 

Fritz Thornburg and Alpine County Supervisor Don Jardine 
with some mining certificates. 

Coyan, and Gina Gigli. 
A well-kept secret is the fact 

that"whatever else was left," 
. was laboriously and efficiently 

taken care.of by the historical .. 
society president, Mike Makley, 
and the museum director, Dick 
Edwards, who fortunately for 
the sake of the book, enjoyed 
collaborating. · 

Ever wonder how 
Markleeville was named? 

'The fast 1dllin.g in the area 
occurred when Jacob Marklee · 
was shot to death by H. W Tut­
tle," according to the caption 
under the photo of Jacob 
Marklee in the book. "On June 
23, 1862, Marklee recorded a 
land claim of 160 acres that 
became the town site. Marklee 
established a toll station, col­
lecting fees from travelers when 
their cargo and livestock 
crossed the Middle Fork of the 
Carson River (Markleeville 
Creek), Although toll station 

operators were always unpopu­
lar, and at least one other col­
lector was shot in that era; 
Marklee was not shot by an 
irate traveler. Marklee had 'ben­
efited and befriended' Tuttle, 
who later killed him in an argu­
ment over property rights .. A 
year later, Tuttle was acqnitted 
of murder in Amador County 
District Court, when he was 
found to have acted in self 
defense. Marklee's home site -
was located where the 
Markleeville courthouse now 
stands." 

''Images of America: Alpine 
County" may be purchased for 
$25.29 by sending a check or 
money order to: The Historical 
Society of Alpine County, P.O. 
Box 517, Markleeville, CA 
96120. The price includes tax 
and shipping. 

II Gina Gigli is a resident of 
Markleeville. 
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irkwood opens 
for operation 

s snow falls 
Slaff Reports 

It was snowing on Thurs­
day when Kirkwood Mountain 
Resort opened for daily opera­
tions for the 2005/06 winter 
season with Chair 5 in opera­
tion, offering intermediate ter­
rain. 

According to www.kirk 
wood.com, 3-8 inches of snow 
fell on the mountain in the 
previous 24. hours, leaving a 
base depth of 13-28 inches for 
opening day. · 

The site's live Web cam 
showed the lift was operating · 
and people skiing on Thurs­
day morning. 

A winter storm watch was 
in effect for the Sierra through 
Friday morning. 

If conditions permit, the 
resort will open more lifts for 

· the weekend, offering begin~ 
ner and advanced terrain as 
well as intermediate. 

Early season ticket prices 
are in effect until further 
.notice; ticket price will 
depend on amount of terrain 
available. 

All services will be avail­
able from the Village Plaza; 
including tickets, season pass­
es, rentals, repairs and private 
lessons for adults and chil_; 
dren. 

ONTHEWEB: 
www.kirkwood.com 
or call: (209) 258-7254 

Kirkwood Sports will open,· 
as well as several dining 
options including the Wall Bar 
& Grill, Monte Wolfe's, Bub's 
Sports Bar and the Kirkwood 
Inn. 

·Toe Cross-Country Ski & 
Snowshoe Center will begin 
winter operations on Saturday, 
with 10 kilometers· of 
groomed trails with skating 
lanes in the meadow-and 25 
kilometers of snowshoe trails 
in the Sierra Crest trail sys­
tem. 

Season passes are . on sale, 
starting at $199 for an adult 
midweek pass.~ 

All paid lift tickets can be 
turned in for full credit on a·­
season pass; pass must be pur­
chased the same day. 

Visit www.kirkwood.com 
or call (209) 253.:7_254 for 
more information. 

Rates are available on· early 
-season -lodging -packages; ; 
those interested can call Kirk-' 
wood Vacations at (800) 967-· 
7500 for more information.or 
to make a reservation. 
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The Historical Society preser1ted a plaque of appreciation ·. • 
to Fritz Thornburg.and Don-Jardine,·sr. (received here by. - · 

· bis son, Don Jr. )Jor the efforts to brin'g the old stamp mill · 
to the mus~uni in fvlarkleeville .anc:Lfo restore· it. to working 
condition. · · · · · 

. Alpine items .. Grover Hot Springs--·. 'Alpine County Visitor 
-~- · holiday hours. · · Center u11date · · ' 

' · · 'N~w hours for Grover Hot • _ · The.Alpine County Visitor . 
Food, drive begins for . Springs startedbec. 5. . . _ Center will be open.9 a.m. to 4 
Alpine Family Support . The hours are noon-to 8 p.m. p.m. seven days a :week until 

. · · · weekdays and 9 ·a.m: to 8 p.m. Dec. 22. 
- Kirkwood Mountain Resort we~kends; closed Wednesdays.- Starting Dec. 27 winter hours 

and the Kirkwood Community .For more infoi-mad.on, call will begin ~ 9 a,rit: to 4 p.m. 
Ass<Jcia1:ion are partnering with. (530) 694-2249. . Monday tlrrough Friday: 

· AJ,pine County Family. Support The-visitor center w:ill be 
Council in their annual Holiday Sno Park permits .. closed Dec; 23, Dec. 26, Dec. 
Toy and Food Drive.. . available . . 30.andJan. 2. ' 

· DonthatiAlons_shoculd,beF:;g.e Sno,Park pe:mrits are avail-. ·c·hr·1stm' as tree .· 
· out to . e . pme ounty · · Y; able at the Alpine County Visi-
Supp6rt Council to the Kirk- tor Center, Woodfords Station CUfting permits . -

· wood Community Association, . and Sorensen's Resort.·. Christmas ~ee cutting per­
. PO Box 158, Kirkwood, ·CA· The pemtjts cost $5 per day· mits will be available at the 
· 95646 pr st0P by the KCA or· $25 per season; For more Alpine County Visitor Center 
office outside of the General information, call (530) 694- through bee. 22 at $10 per tree 

· Store and make a donation. - 2475_ with a two tree Jiniit per house-
Bruce Gianola a~d Amy holcLFor more infomiation, ca1i 

Broadhurst .will take the donat- (530) 6_'94:.2415_ · · 
ed funds and do the shopping in 
time to deliver the· gifts ·in: time · 

. for the holiday. 
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Alpine 
Time to cut a. Christmas tree 
. It seems silly, when. we live 

, in the land of Christmas trees, 
to buy a tree. It's more fun to 

. walk to the Visitors' Center ori · 
Main Street in Markleeville, 
where the Alpine County 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
U.S. Forest Service share space, 
and purchase a tree-cutting per­
mit for $10, from Lee Miller, 

. information receptionist for the 
Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest, 

. Then the fun really begins. 
l\nn Robinson Molinari and 
b.usband Dino recently cut their 
Christmas tree in the Leviathan 
Tree Cutting Area by driving up 
Monitor Pass and following 
paved Haypress Flat Road a 
short distance. 

Though Molinari lives in the 
Bay area, she grew up in 
Markleeville and returns every 
year to ''find my perfect tree." 
While the couple sawed down a 
6-foot fir, their children, For-·. 
rest, Ann and Foxx, enjoyed 
sipping hot chocolate in the 
Markleeville honie of their 
grandparents, Forrest and 

Alpine 
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Karen'Robinson. · 
The rules are simple. To cut a 

.Christm/:iS tree in designated 
National Forest System Lands, 
purchase a permit from the Car­
son Ranger District office in 
Markleeville or Carson City 
.and take along your tag, regula­
tions, and map of signed, per­
mitted areas. 

Don't even think of going off 
road in a motorized vehicle, 
though you might think about 
skiing or snowshoeing and 
pulling a sled. Your "perfect 
tree" must be within ten feet of 
another green tree, and 'the 
resulting stilmp may not be any 
higher than: six inches above the 
bare· soil. Immediately after cut­
ting your tree, attach the green 
tag in a visible location, 
because you wouldn't want 

your tree con:fis~ated, · and espe­
cially you wouldn't want fo be 
imprisoned for six months or 
fined $5,000. · 

Recent.icy 'rains, snow, and 
heavy winds have contributed 
to the annual loss of dried . 
leaves from aspen trees, with 
their once-spectacular col­
orations fading from our 
memories. However, recollec­
tions of a dinner conversation 
about aspen 'trees in the · 
Long's Markleeville home a 
few years ago, have not 
.faded. 

Included in the guest list of 
cook Jim Long, was Don 
Miller, who has a cabin directly 
acros~ the ro~. Between bites · 
and sips of the food and wine, 

· Long and Miller started talking 
about their deceased fathers, the 
former owners of their vacation 
~ouses. 

"My dad (Bill Long) was . 
always jealous of all of the 
aspen trees your dad (Ai Miller) 
grew on his property," Long 
said. "Over an,d over, Bill tried 
to plant aspens, to no avail. He 

always attempted to learn about 
. the method used by your dad to 
transplant young aspens, but he 
never did. Now, after all of this 
time, will you reveal Al's 
secret?" 

~'Easy," Miller replied chuck- ' 
ling. "Al had a dump truck; and 
he would go up on Monitor 
Pass, when the crew was 

· widening the road; and load his 
truck with dirt to fill in the 
steep depression on his lot next 
to Markleeville Creek. That dirt 
was chock-full of aspen 
seedlings and runners. It was a 
win-win situatiori. 

"According to my dad, the · 
one aspen tree that Bill suc­
ceeded in nursing ~ong 
through autumn, winter, and 
spring didn't survive. 

One morning, Bill looked out 
his window.and was astounded 
to see ~ bear rubbing himself on · 
the lone aspen tree, and that old 
bear kept on until no more 
leaves remained." 

II Gina Gigli is a Markleeville resi­
dent 
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Kirkwoo_d residents hold Thanksgiving 
. ' ' ' 

Slaff Reports the same," said ]Y.[ati:'Petri, new . watched "The Polar Exprds" 
KCA Board Member who in Monte :Wolfe's, p~ents took 

Judging by the attendance spent the holiday enjoying the ' advantage of the first black . 
numbers for this holiday week- . festivities with his ·wife ·Nell pass sru.es event of the seas~n 
end for a variety of community arid their. kids Chase and in Kirkwood Sports, earning 
events, it's ha:rd, to beHeve ' Molly. . discounts cin skis, boards and 
Kirkwood residents .knew the .· .· Kirkwood's Mountain Team the great new lines: of outer­
resort was ·not yet open. · . · was able to make a fair amount . wear .. Kevin. "Coop''. Cooper; 

C "Who would' have ever of snow on the bottom of the . his;wife Carolyn and staff., 
guessed we'd have a :i;ecord mountain, which made .for. enjoyed meeting m.any ne:w 
number of children for our Sat-· great sledding conditions. • homeowners and getting them. 

. urday movi~ night?" s~d Kirk- ''It was great to see so many . set up for a great wip.ter. . . 
. wood Community Association neighbors even without our ''Ever since I start~d focus-
Events Manager Amy Broad- main winter event," said Bruce ·. ing my attention on communi­
hurst. 'We were two short of Gianola, new KCA President ty events .this past summer, 
50, by far our largest crowd. · andLost Cabin.resident. we've had great attendance 
since we introduced Movie· . Over 30 Kirkwo,od kids and from KCA members,'.' said 
night three ye_ars ago." adults participated in turkey Amy. "It's very satisfying to 

And so it went ;ill weekend bowling on the ice rink, more ·see IG.rkwood grow into the 
long, as dearly many Kirk- than 80 residents and guests •. type of pl:i6e where families 
wood families are making this .enjoyed the_ resort's annual go out,oftheirway to both par- · 
their annual Thanksgiving Thanksgiving dinner in the ticipate and meet new friends. 
retreat, snow or no snow, as Wall Bar. . , . I think that's very· unique 
the resort missed being bpen . Gingerbread house. decorat:-. ru11ong . most other Tahoe·· 
on the November holidayfor_. ing drew near1y7Oadults and r~sorts:'' ·:L ~- •• _ 

the ·first time in sev:eyJll y~ars. . chHcli~n, followed by the . ·
1 

. . .. 

"Sure we would have loved to .. annual Christmas tree trim.-
be skiing, but-Amy did. a won-' ming in the :lobby -of The 
derful job with all the events Loclge. · · 

2'and ~e had a great time just · While kids. ate pizza and 
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_ _ - ' - · · - Special to The R-C 
Diamond Valley School Book_ Fajr participants with some of their creations. Below, the win-
ning entry is Tessa Williams' castle "Goose Town." The book fair raised $1,832.62. · 

: Alpine Book Fair nets $1J~32:62 
by Katy Branscombe 
Diamond Valley eighth-grader 

· The Diamond Valley School 
Boo~ Fair Wfili a great success 
this year. 

The fair was held Nov. 30 to 
Dec.5. 

Purchases were made before 
school, dUill).g recess, and after 
school. Thursday was the fami­
ly eyent night from 4 to 7 P:ID. 

Along with the book fair, there 
was a contest to build a reading 
castle. 

1 

.Many students participated 
in this year's contest. In all, 
there were 24 entries; and eight 

prizes awarded. 
The b_est overall castle was 

awarded to sixth grader Tessa 

Williams for her castle entitled 
"Goose Town/' 

She won a Hover Disc and 
Diamond Dollars to use ;in the 
school prize shop. 

All entries won prizes. 'fhe 
fair-itself was_also very popu­
lar, and raised a total of 
$1,832.62. 

Half of that, or $916.31 will 
go towards -buying new books 
for the library. Mrs. Lovell 
along with Diamond Valley 
School would like to thank the 
families and friends of the stu­
dents for helping to support 
our schooJ, and helping to 
expand our. school library. _ " 

-- ~ 

I 
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Santa's helpers arrive 
inAlpine County seat 

Who were the mysteriO"!JS 
perpetrators pulling off the 
Christmas Caper in "down­
town" Markleeville? 

Since Markleeville is not 
incorporated, holiday decora­
tions cannot be installed simply 
by asking a nonexistent mayor 
or town council to requisition 
them. 

It's true.that Wolf Creek and 
- Creekside Lodge once again are 

celebrating the season in inim­
itable style by displaying , 
wreaths in windows and fes.:. · 
toons of festive lights'. • Though · 
several other businesses also 
decorated for the holidays, a 
unifying theme waslacking. 

Santa's helpers quietly 
arrived in the "Nick" of time to 
hang a multitude of fir boughs 
tied with red bows ori almost 

1 every fence and pole, and an elf 
:---1,. strung white icicle lights under _ _ 
\-i. all of the undecorated eaves. 

Now, even Rudolph-the-Red­
Nosed Reindeer would be 
proud ofMark:leeville's green 
and red swags and white ici- , 
cles! 

Modest and unsung, Santa's 
helpers were spotted gleefully 
hanging the boughs and weai:­
ing "red caps with fuzzy white 
balls." After serious investiga­
tion, they have been revealed to 
be town-~nhancers Gary and 
Barbara Howard and part time 
residents Ron and Beth 
Andrew's. 

The icicle elf is otherwise 
known as Teresa Burkhauser, 
Director of the Alpine Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Other helpers are arriving in 
Alpine County this week. Since_ 
the fear of wildland fires lurks 
in the hearts of almost all · 

Special to The R-C 
The Alpine County Cou~house is decked out for Christmas. 

Alpine 
Portfolio 

) logs for the purpose of hazard 
· / fuels reduction and forest health 

improvement, A large tractor 
with a cutting head will chew 
up the material-and deposit 1t on 
the ground to achieve both 
nutrient recycling and erosion 

-' by Gina Gigli 

mountain dwe:Ilers, the Carson 
Field Office of BLM is playing _ 
Santa Claus by sending man­
power' and machinery to reduce 
"ladder fuels" near 
Markleeville. Tim Roide, BLM 
Prescribed Fire and Fuels Spe­
cialist, explained, "We will be 
thinning out brush in a mosaic 
pattern, and we'll cut some firs· 
and pifions in the understory 
that are creating ladders for fire 
to climb. 

control. We are starting now, 
with operations ceasing as j:he 
weather dictates. Our goal is to 
complete the work before July 
1, 2006, creating ~al 

' impact to campers, hikers, fish­
ermen, and residents." 

Indian Creek Campground 
will be the first treated, fol­
lowed by an area near-Summit 

· Lake; then Milberry Creek, 
south of Turtle Rock Park; and 
lastly, land near Poor Boy 
Road, south of Markleeville. ,, 

"Our project involves Pie 
mechanical mastication of 260 ■ Gina Gigli is a Markleeville 
acres of shrubs, trees, and down . resid~nt. 



Boomer generation going 
, .•,, ,,, , · ' '' I · I •, ' ,·, bY Susan wood ·. ~· . ,, ' . C - - • • ·,. ' '- - - --

Tahoe Daiiy Tribuhe-0 

'; 

<!()Wnhill and loving it more .··. 
. ' -~-~ -:. ' ::ca;ice,:IJ11l~F~ea~eso~~-~¥~e. ;: ~ho~~,f~~r~. ,Qf.,:0.11,t~qf;i,ow~ 

' ·· responded with more groomed · guests of grooming the ·steeps: 
runs and upgraded snowmakmg Many_ of these requests come 

Ski areas and equipment . equipment. Every major resort from the older set. 
makers have gone to great includes a variety of ski runs - ''Being out there keeps them 
lengths to appeal to a genera- · beginner, intermediate and younger,"; Kirkwood spokes­
tioh that has added 78 million expert, with some also offering woman Tracy Miller said. 
p~opl~ to the planet. extreme terrain that's particular- Sierra-at-Tahoe picked up on 

Baby boomers, born between ly steep. the de·mand for expanded 
1946 and 1964, represent a With its 'high-angle groom- grooming three years ago and 
large market to ski areas trying , ing, Kirkwood Mountain R_esort hasn't looked back. The ski area 
to accommodate more than · looked high and low to cater to is known for split grooming, 
youngsters having fun on the the aging demographic still in doing half the run and leaving 
slopes. · · · . love with skiing and boarding. the other.part untouched. 

The National Ski Areas Asso- In the last few years, the Alpine "It's a great way to ease 
ciation released results of a sur- County resort smooths · out (boomers) into· the powder con­
vey showing the percentage of those · nooks and crannies ditions. Believe 1t or not, we'll . 
skiers 45 or older has climbed thought to be unheard of as have people say there's too 
from 21 percent to 31 petce,nt'in groomed runs a decade ago. much powder, so we try to sat­
the last eight years. There are This year, Kirkwood plans to isfy boJh groups," . Sierra 
reasons for this. American expand the popular program - spokeswoman Nicole Belt said. 
boom.ers have made the case with grooming possibigties off . ~rs criti_cal to Sier.ra-at~ 
they're more fit...,... but they also Thunder Saddle and The Wall Talioe, which has used the 
don't want to wreck their knees ·. runs: The resort received a lot grooming amenity to accommo- -
or.other joints. · . of requests to. post or notify date family members who may 

- ·-----

no! ski together on the same run instead of foeling comnritted to The ,reso~s used to -<):ffe~-.he~ _­
because some may want a_ chal.:. _ be 9utside for eiglit;-It;s =cf(ffr;_ < skiing::.'-:-.:•.::; , ,,:)i· ·:s~~ 1 JC itd _ r;,:::.::,; 

lenge while others want to cult tojustify paying more than She passed down the love to 
cruise. , $60 and n:ot using it for the full the next generation. Her two 

Terrain and snow conditions day. sons also love to ski. One of 
lead service and amenities as "I used t6 be first on, last ' them, Wisi, was a member of 
tClp priorities mentioned in Sier- off," Barrie Betschart, 57, said. the U.S. Ski Team for more 
ra's customer servi.ce surveys. "As long as they keep the _$299 than 10 years. 
The resort has found that 20 pass, I'm fine." . ''I still do tree skiing. But I 
percent of its ski and boarding Betschart, who started skiing used to do· Gunbarrel. I've 
population over the last three at age 3, grew up in the world noticed the shorter skis and 
seasons are older than 45. The of skiing from Europe to New snowboards have really 
majority of that popuJation is · England to the West Coast. The chopped up the moguls. That 
between 45 and 54. longtime South Lake Tahoe res- · helps," she said. ''I'm not as 

Some aging skiers have even ident remembered how excited crazy as I used to be when I fol­
made the case that having lower her father was at her age about lowed my kids. I value my 
season-pass rates allows them nearing the time when he quali- bones a little more than I used 
to go out for a few hours fied for senior citizen status. to.'.' · 
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SPECIAL TO THE R·C 
Alpine Christian Community Church sits at the base of Carey's Peak in Woodfords. 

Little white church stands 
firmly below massive cliffs 

After moving from home to morning service, a special 
home and to different buildings, Alpine Christmas Eve candlelight serv-
members of the Alpine. Christ- ice will take place at 7 p.m. 
ian Community Church - the Portfolio Dec. 24. 
only church in Alpine County Children, ranging from 6 
- now are ensconced in a - years old to college age will 
small white building at the base by Gina Gigli stage a play titled, "Least of 
of Carey's Peak in Woodfords. These," inspired by Matthew 

Notched into the granite Everyone is welcome· at our ·2s. Cami Chavez, Marianne 
rocks high over the steeple, a church," said Rhoads, who is Rhoads, and Jeri Bennett have 
feathery waterfall plummets to known for his allegorical style been coaching the young per­
earth. . of delivering the message of the formers, and after the play and 

Tne most ornate cathedral711--day,-as-well.as .. forhiscolorfuL .. se:rvice, electric.lights will dark­
the world might not match up to ties and vests. en and candlelight will glow, as 
this breathtaking natural archi- Ernestine Fogarty, a long- musician Darlene Bennett 
tecture backdrop of mountain time church member froll). presses the keys on the old-time 
and canyon. Markleeville, concurs. church organ, and the congrega-

In the early '70s, a group of "'YV_e are in5()mple!e_ harm_?- __ ti~_si!tgs "Silent Night." 
Alpine County women started a ny with one another, ancl I look The little white church in the 
Bible study group and met in foi:ward to each Sunday. Since picture-perfect setting is located 
the Woodfords home of Dick ~hildren attend the regular serv- at 150 Old Pony Express Road, 
and Jean Mai·tiIL· ---1ce.aLlO..a.m._Sundays,the.pas~. --parallel-to-Highway 8 8, in 

Then, six or seve;r1 couples tor always tells a contemporary Woodfords. 
began meeting in the story first and th~n applies it to 
Markleeville home of Paul and his sermon, so we all under- II Gina Gig Ii is an Alpine County 
Virginia Smith, and they asked stand the message;" resident. 
Eberhard Wiedenmeyer to lead r. In lieu.of holding Christma_s __ ~ ....... 
Sunday morning services. Pas-
for Wiedenmeyer served as 
minister for the congregation 
L-- ·1n--r;1 +.,.., 1C\Ot:: +..-..11.-.."l"'ru::,,.rl hu 



Then, six or seven_ couples 
began meeting in the 
Markleeville home of Paul and 
Virginia Smith, and they asked 
Eberhard Wiedenmeyer to lead_ 
Sunday morning services. Pas­
for Wiedenmeyer served as 
minister for the congregation 
from ·1974 to 1986, follo_Wedby_ 
Dick Lyons from 1986 to 1991, 
Al Moak from 1991 to 1993, 
Gene Holman from 1993 to 
1999, and Ron Rhoads from 
1999 to the present time. Mean-' 
while, members met at the 
homes of the Craiks, Gans­
bergs, Chacons, Barretts, and 
Stephens, and also at the Fred-_ 
ericksburg Schoolhouse 
(destroyed by frre), Turtle Rock 
Park, Diamond Valley School, 
and Mt. Sierra Christian 
School. 

"Sometimes it was hard to 
keep the church alive when it 
was moving around," said 
George Chavez, chairman of 
the Alpine Christian Communi­
ty Church board. 

He talks about the solution to 
the shifting from place to place. 

"The building fund that had 
been accumulating· over the 
years was not sufficient to build 
a church from scratch, but it did 
cover remodeling costs, so my 
family and my in-laws, Bob and 
Marge Stephens, decided to 
donate use of a former house on 
the property of Woodfords 
Auto." 

In 1999, contractor Nick 
Hartzell was hired by the 
church to bring the house up to 
building code, and to take out 
some interior walls, refinish the 
hardV\'.OOd floors, paint the inte­
rior and exterior, and build the 
steeple. One of his helpers, 
Benny Fillmore, volunteered to 
fashion the wooden cross for 
the steeple. 

Ever since signing the 25-
, year lease with the Chavez and 

Stephens families, the congre­
gation has had a permanent 
home to offer Sunday morning 
services, Bible studies, wed­
dings, memorial services, pan­
cake breakfasts, and other 
events for Alpiners. 

Marianne Rhoads, who 
serves as Associate Pastor, 
assists husband Ron Rhoads, 
who is also an attorney and a 
member of the California State 
Bar Association. 

"We have cast aside labels, 
and we are completely inde­
pendent of any denomination. 

- -
tor always tells a contemporary 
story first and then applies it to 
his sermon, so we all under­
stand the message." 

r-.............................. .a...a..1.5.u." "'J uu, .i.u 

Woodfords. 

■ Gina Gigli is an Alpine County 
resident. 

_ In lieu of holding Christmas ---~-



Arbitration I 
cost lpin 
by Kurt Hildebrand 
Editor 

An arbitrator's ruling will 
cost Alpine County at least 
$150,000 in longevity pay it 
failed to pay 20 employees. 

The Alpine County Audi-
- tor's office is still computing 

how much the Nov. 29 ruling 
by California arbitrator 
Christopher Burdick will cost. 
Assistant to the Board of 
Supervisors Judy Molnar said 
it will take until mid-January 
before the costs are fully 

-~-known. 
At issue is the memoran­

dum of understanding between 
the county and two unions, the 
Alpine County Employees 
Association Miscellaneous 
Bargaining Unit and the 

'Alpine County Deputy Sher­
iffs Association Law Enforce­
ment Unit. 

The · agreement, which 
became effective July 15, 
2003, tried to reform the way 
Alpine County compensated 
its employees for longevity. 

According to Burdick's rul­
ing, no one was happy with 
the old way, in which employ-

ees who were regularly pro­
moted would end up not 
receiving longevity pay, 
because their accumulated 
time was tied to their time at a 
particular pay range, not to 
their total time. 

Negotiators tried to find a 
way to tie longevity pay to 
actual time in service, so that 
an employee who worked 10 
years would receive a pay 
increase, no matter how many 
times they'd been promoted. 

However, county negotia­
tors told the unions the 
longevity rules could not be 
applied retroactively. 

Molnar said the county's 
general fund budget is $7 mil­
lion. 

County officials were con­
cerned that making the 
longevity pay retroactive 
would substantially increase · 
workers' pay and adversely 
affect the budget. 

Burdick said county nego­
tiators did not include their 
desire that the pay raises not 
be retroactive in the actual 
agreement. 

After being ratified by both 
the Board of Supervisors and 

Friday, December 23, 2005 ■ A9 

11nt,, 
WIii ■ ., 

the employees, the county 
auditor implemented the 2003 
agreement. 

When implemented, . 
~mployees who reached their:, 
fifth anniversary with the- 1 

county during the agreement­
were given a 5 percent pay • 
raise. However, those who hit ·, 
their 10th, 15th, 20th and 25th.: i 
anniversaries were not. Short~-; 
er term employees were being-·1 

rewarded and longer term 
employees, for whom longevi~ · 
ty pay is intended to encour­
age continued service, were. , 
not, Burdick pointed out. 

"To the detached, disinter:- ·, 
ested eye, the manner in which• • 
the county has implemented ': 
the new longevity plans seems _ 
irrational, inconsistent, in- :1 

equitable and unfair," Burdick-j 
said. ' _·: 

Molnar said the county 1 

could· appeal the decision to 
Alpine County Superior Court ... , 
That decision would be up to· 
the Board of Supervisors. 

The memorandum of under­
standing has expired• and will· · 
be renegotiated, Molnar said. 
But it remains in effect until a 
new memorandum is ratified. 
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Total pr~Ject0 cl cbst' to thetaxpayers for ithis 
mattet is $1: oq. Sadly; this is the sec;ond 
employee arbitrntio4 lost by the. cou_nty in 2005. 
In Octobei:, another employee act10n cost! the 
county approximatlc:ly $100,000 in legal fees; 
bringing total legal hosts in these two mattets to 
over $~00,000., I ·,' :,: • . I , 

. I am. a 17-year e1:nployee of Alpine County. I 
am one 1of those employees affected by this \rul­
ing. I love the peop~el work with and I lov9 my 
job; however, I was 

1
confosed:by the' action taken 

by the adrninistrati'on in this matter. Denying 
· long tenn employee~_ a 5-percent increase, "\hile 

1 
providing a 56 perc'.ent increase :to the Assi~tant I 
to the Board/Personnel Direqor for six yeais of 
service, complicate4 matters. · I 

Th~ following R_uote,. "the county could I 
appeal .the decision! to·Alpine-County Supdriqr i 

Court.: That decisioh would be up to the Bbard 1 

of Sup~rvisots," is ihcorrect. ~age 4 of the niling 
states ,that "Th~ de{ision of the Arbitrator Jhall 
be final and bindin& on ail patties." The Ad1riin~ 
istration offices we're hand delivered a copy of · 
this 35-page ruling bn or about Dec. 1, 2005. If 
anyone' would. like la copy of it, please co~tact 
me. Thanks., I I · I . 

. i Elizabeth McGee in 
j - L/ - 0(__,, . Alpine County Employee. 

'.I----.- -- ., • \ 

--
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A hiker enloys a day on the Faye•Luther Trail. f 



Canyon Hikes 
Re~troce History 

· Trails lead to the secret 
-hideaways whererustlers 
· concealed horses·they stole· 
from-hapless travelers 

STORY AND PHOTOS 

by LINDA HILLER 

76 C A R S O N V A l l E Y A l M A N A C 2 0 0 5 

I 
. 

f you were a traveler com-
ing through the Carson 
Valley area in the mid-
1800s, it wasn't exactly a 

. Shangri-la. 

_ and provide differing 
views of the Carson 
Rarige. There, you can lis-

. ten for the echoes· of 
h~rse hooves galloping by 
as the victims below must · 
have bellowed in grief 
and anger.· 

Both of thGse canyons 

Amidst the lovely 
canyons and foothills 
along the Sierra lurked 
robbers and horse thieves 
- dastardly men who 

. . would steal your horses, 
run them up one canyon 
and down another only to · 
sell them back to any trav­

H~rse owners ~owad~ys can . 
. • ted to the aptly named 

Horse Thief Meadow, 
where rumor has it there . 
was occasionally co;min~ 
gling of the pilfered 

. ride w_it,hout fear of being set 
upon by' rustlers, · 

eler needing a good mount, including, 
quite possibly, you. · 

Two nearby hikes, Faye-Luther Canyon 
and Horse Thief Canyon, retrace the 
escape routes of those equine rustlers, · 

ponies. 
Faye-Luther Canyon is located.south of 

Jobs Peak off Foothill Road near the 
California border. Luther Canyon was . 

. named for Ira Luther, who operated a 



people do 
respect this and 
the "scoop your 
poop" request, 
hikers hope the 
situation will 
improve to 100 
percent with 
more responsi­
ble users. 

In winter 
when there is 
snow on the. 
Valley floor, this · 
trail is wonder­
ful for cross-

once. 
The trailhead 

starts at 6,600 

. country skiing 
and snowshoe­
ing. Even begin­
ners can man­
age the gradual 
ascent and Basque tree carvings date t~ the 1930s. 

· feet and ascends 
quickly. The 
rushing sounds 
of Horse Thief 
Creek provide a 
buffer to the 
vehicle noise as 
you begin up · 
the trail, and 
soon you're in a 
place so peace­
ful it hardly 
seems po~sible 
tbere was may­
hem here. once. 
You may hear 
Clark's nutcrack­
ers right away, 
and then the 

descent, and 
the views take on a magical, white- · 
washed feel.. 

Horse Thief Canyon is further 
south on Foothill Road and to the 
west, in between Woodfords and 
Hope Valley in California. Again; 
rustlers brought horses through 
here to Horse Thief Meadow, and 
legend says some of the horses 
were stolen and sold more than 

. chorus of small-
er forest birds should take over: 
chickadees, nuthatches, juncos, -

_pine siskins and goldfinches. 
There is a se~p with alders and 

tall grass about halfway up, and the 
geology here is fascinating, with 
steep cliffs and huge conglomerate 
rocks.You'll come to a gate about a 
· mile ·in - be sure to close it after 
you pass through, since you're in 

cattle country. 
. As you come to the area with 

large lodgepole pine trees, begin to 
look for Basque carvings on the 
quaking aspen trees, something the 
area is known for. Some say there 
are remnants ·· 
of cowboy 
cabins and 
corrals up 
there,but 
these are 
rare. 

The creek 
that mean­
ders through 
the meadow 
is mesmeriz­
ing, and one 
can only 
imagine 
what went 
onin that 
placid mead­
ow a century 
and a half · 
ago.You can 
go on to 
other desti­
nations from 
this point. Call the Carson Ranger 
District, 882-2766, fo1• 
information.~ 

Directions 
Both of these hikes take you 

jnto the Humboldt~Toiyab~ · · 
National Forest; and both have 

· . good parking but no · 
·_ restrooms or water. 

Faye-Luther 
Canyon: Froµi 
qenoa, go south on 
Foothill Road (State 
Rcmte 206) past 

: Kingsbury Grade (State. 
Route 207), and then 
_travel 4.6miles to the · 
trailhead parking lot on 
your rl~t., _ · · · .·...;J,,, 

· Horse 1'.hlef _·-•· 7' 
. Ca11yon: From. · _· ·• 
Woodfords, Calif.(on 
Highway 88 south of:. 

.. Gardnervill.e ), go we~.t · .. 
· on Highway 88 a6pu1: -
four iniles. The trailhead 
parking lods cm the ... 

right, just past the . ·· 
Snowshoe Springs campgrouhi:1 
entrance; .. . -

-for more information, call the 
Carson Ranger District, 882-2766, 
or the Carson Va,lleyTrails 
Association, 265-0901. 
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Where 
the wild 
things 
flourish 
Watching wildlife is a 
Carson Valley pastime 
. by SUSIE VASQUEZ 

T
he fog may feel like cold 
death on a January morning, 
but it isn't fazing wildlife on 

. the Byington Ranch in 
Carson Valley. 

Birds sing in the cottonwoods 
while flocks of geese in a nearby 
field search for a morning meal. 

"The bald eagles come in 
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Bald eagles gather In a field alo'ng Highway 395 near Genoa Lane providing photo opportunities for .tourists. 

February and March for calving. 
They eat the afterbirth and leave, 
but we have red-tailed hawks year­
rolind;' said rancher Barbara 
Byington. "When they're perched 
on a post, they'll watch you as you 
go by:' 

She leaned over a cup of steam­
ing coffee at her kitchen table ... 

"There are thousands of geese in 
the Carson Valley," she said. "I think 
we have too many:' 

Byington moved to this Carson 
Valley ranch from Doyle, Calif., 
with her family in 1950.The ranc;h 
is spread over 1,100 acres in the 
Carson Valley, making their open 
space more important to wildlife 

as the Valley's ranchlands are con­
sumed l;>y development, she said .. 

Most of the wildlife, like the 
owls and hawks, keep .the rodents 
from tearing down the fields, but 
the coyotes can sometimes be a 
problem.They don't bother the cat­
tle, but Byington said she sees a 
coyote almost every day. 



')-I 
----------------------------------------------------------
. "I hear them howling at night, 
but I can't always tell how close;' 
she said. "We've .lost a couple of 
family dogs to coyotes. They can be 
a threat." 

Mountain lions stay near the 
foothills to the west and the 
Byingtons never see the deer, she 
said. 

"They never go past Willow 
Bend;' she said. "Evidently; they 
have enough to eat along the river,'.' 

Wildlife is one of the big attrac- • 
tions for people.living here, and 
ranching is a precious commodity 
that will preserve wildlife as long 
as it is kept intact, said Dan Kaffer, 
coqrdinator for Western Nevada 
Resource Conservation and 
Development. 

"Ranches provide free flood con­
trol, allow groundwater recharge;' 
he said. "They enhance air quality, 
provide drainage .and help preserve 
wildlife habitat. We should pay 
ranchers for the advantages they 
provide." 

Before there was ranching in 
Carson Valley, early pioneers were 
taken aback by the lack of wildlife 
in Nevada. Historically the number 
of mule deer increase with man's S H A N N o N L I r z 
intervention, said Cluis Healy, The Carson River provides n shndy refuge and n cool drink for these deer on a hot summer afternoon. 



spokesman for the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife. 

"Early explorers left quickly 
because they couldn't live off the 
land successfully," he said. "But . 
when people settled here and the 
junipers and pill.on were cut for 
firewood, sage grew in its place, 
providing significant habitat for 
mule deer." 

The mule deer population 
increased accordingly, but the sage 
ecosystem is now aging, lost to · 
development and wildfire. In 
recent decades pill.on and juniper 
forests have increased, further 
shrinking the deer habitat, Healy 
said. 

"When you shrink the habitat, 
you shrink the herd," he said, 
adding that in the spring, old­
timers recalled mule deer by the 
thousands migrating to the Pine 
Nut Mountains through Jacks 
Valley, but the migration was lost 
to development. · 

"Habitat is simply food, water, 
shelter and space;' Healy said. "For 
the most part, humans can take 
more advantage and alter habitat 
for their benefit.Animals lose out." 

Healy said the best thing to do 
for wildlife is leave the animals 

1---

z 
<( 

"" 
(') 

<( 

0 

z 

ro 

This bear was captured, tagged and released in the leviathan mine area, 

alone. 
"People here decry the loss of 

wildlife habitat, but they live in 

areas that adversely affect that 
habitat;' he said. "If residents deem 
it important enough, they need to 

"HABITAT IS 
SIMPLY FOOD, 
V\/ATER, SHELTER 
AND SPACE. 
FOR THE MOST 
PART, HUMANS 
CAN TAKE 
MORE ADVANTAGE 
AND ALTER 
HABITAT FOR 
THEIR BENEFIT. 
ANIMALS LOSE OUT." 

choose to preserve the remaining 
stands of wildlife habitat. 

"If people consider a healthy 
mule deer population important to 
the quality of life, they have to 
make those choices known. We 
comment on the impact of poten­
tial developments, but we don't 
often win those battles."~a, 
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