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ALPINE

Grand

Jury:
Alpine
needs jail

by Kurt Hildebrand

khildebrand@recordcourier.com

Somieone who -gets arrested in
Alpine County can't be held there
by the Sheriffs Office, nor is thete
anyplace secure for investigators to
interview suspects. ,

That was one of the conclusions
of the Alpine County Grand Jury in
its final report.

“Alpirie County has no jail and
no secure temporary holding facili-
ties or interview rooms within its
borders,” the report said. “As a re-
sult law enforcement officers face
obstacles to performing public
safety services.”

Grand jurors learned that be-
cause there is no holding cell or
lockup at the courthouse, officers
must constantly accompany any-
one they have in custody.

In June, Alpine County received
a complaint from the California Di-
vision of Occupational Safety and
Health regarding health and safety

The historic Alpine County Courthouse in Markleeville is due to be replaced.

issues at the courthouse. That com-
plainf prompted the county to
move deputies’ offices to Turtle
Rock Park. :

The county and state are work-
ing to convert one of the offices in
the courthouse basement to-a se-
cure interview room.

State officials are working to find
a site for a new $24.37 million
courthouse that will replace the
historic courthouse.

Grand jurors -also examined the

state of student enrollment atin'the
Alpine County School District, fo-
cusing on the Bear Valley Elemen-

. tary School.

“The question of interest ... was
whether Bear Valley Elementary
School has become so small that it
becormes appropriate to close the
school and bus the remaining chil-
dren to Calaveras County;” the re-
port said. :

Shannon Litz

The per pupil cost of keeping
the school open with the seven stu-
dents it had last year was similar to
the rest of the district’, jurors said.

However, the enrollment
dropped back to one student for
this year, prompting the district to
close the school for-a year. School
officials told grand jurors that they
will review the number of students
who would attend. the school and
decide whether to keep it open.

Curbside
chipping
coming

toAlpine

Staff Reports

The Alpine Fire Safe Council .

in cooperation with Lake Valley
Fire Protection District will offer

a curbside chipping program to -

residents of  Woodfords,
Markleeville, Hope Valley and
the Woodfords Community.
Designed to assist area resi-
dents with the creation of defen-
sible space around their homes,
crews will chip green timber

slash and brush back onto par- .
ticipants lots for use as mulch.

and landscaping material,
Residents are encouraged to

participate in this opportunity to

reduce the intensity and impact

of wildland fires on their homes.

The program is slated to run
from Sept. 25-28, and Oct. 2-5,
2011 )

Flyers will be mailed outlin-
ing “the rules” and will include
resources available to assist in
cutting and hauling the fuels to
the roadside. For more informa-
tion visit www.alpinefiresafe.org.
or call 530-694-2791.
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An Amerlcan flag and the POW flag fly at half-staff Saturday, a day after a horrific plane crash at the Reno Air Races ieft mne dead and
dozens injured. The rest of the weekend-ong event has been canceled.

z g . ‘BY KEN RITTER AND
9 die, scores hurt; - oR THOMESON
Z\} l SB inqui’y The Associated Press
focuses on piece  rENO—The death tol
C oy .y Ioseto nine Saturday in an
Ofplane S _tall air race crash in Reno as in-

vestigators determined that
several spectators were killed
on impact when the 1940s-.
model plane appeared to lose
a piece of its tail before slam-
ming like 2 missile into a
crowded tarmac.

Moments earlier, thou-
sands had arched their necks
skyward and watched the
planes speed by just a few
hundred feet off the ground
before some noticed a:

-strange gurgling engine noise

from above. Seconds later,
the P-51 Mustang dubbed the
Galloping Ghost pitched
oddly upward, twirled and
tookan immediate nosedive

 See Crash, Page A3
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into a section of white VIP
box seats.

The plane, flown by a 74-
year-old veteran racer and
Hollywood stunt pilot, disin-

tegrated in a ball of dust, de-

bris and bodies, Screams of
“Oh, my God!” spread
through the crowd.

National Transportation
Safety Board officials were on
the scene Saturday to deter-
mine what caused Jimmy '
Leeward to lose control of the
plane, and they were looking
at amateur video clips that
appeared to show a small
piece of the aircraft falling to
the ground before the crash.
Witnesses who looked at pho-
tos of the part said it ap-
peared to be an elevator trim
tab, which helps the pilot
keep control of the aircraft,

Reno police also provided

~a GPS mapping system to
help investigators recreate
the crash scene.

“Pictures and video appear
to show a piece of the plane
was coming off,” NTSB
spokesman Mark Rosekind
sald at a news conference. ‘A

. component has been recov- .
ered. We have not identified
the component or if it even
came from the airplane. ... We
are going to focus on that.”

Investigators said they also
recovered part of the tail sec-
tion, where the tab is located.

The crash left a crater 3
feet deep and 6 to 8 feet wide
and debris scattered over
more than an acre, the
NTSB said.

The dead so far
included the pilot and

eight spectators, Officials said

.69 people were treated at

hospitals, including 36 who
have been released. Nine
were in critical condition late
Saturday.

Doctors who treated the
injured said it was among the
most severe situations they
had ever seen because of the
large number of people, in-
cluding at least two children
younger than 18 who are not
among those in critical con-
dition.

Injuries included major
head injuries, facial trauma
and limb injuries, including
amputations, said Dr. Myron
Gomes, chief traiima surgeon

at Renown Regional Medical

Center.

“I've seen more patients,
but never this many patients
with this number of severe
injuries,” added Dr. Michael
Morkin, chief of Renown’s

- emergency department, who

trained at Cook County Gen-
eral Hospital In Chicago.

“It was traumatic,” he said.

Despite the large number
of dead and injured, witnesses
and people familiar with the
race say the toll could have
been much worse had the
plane gone down in the larger
crowd area of the stands, The
plane crashed in a section of
box seats that was in front of
the grandstand area where
most people sat.

“This one could have been
much worse if the plane had
hit a few rews higher up,” said
Don Berliner, president of the

Society of Air
Racing
) Y Historians
and a
for-

" RICH PEDRONCELY / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Cynthia Stanton of Fernley looks away as phlebotomist D. J. Devine draws
blood Saturday at United Blood Services in Reno. More than 200 people
donated blood for those Injured in Friday’s crash at the Reno Alr Races.

mer Reno Air Races official,
“We could be talking hun-
dreds of deaths.”

Some credit the pilot with
preventing the crash from
being far more deadly by
avoiding the grandstand sec-
tion with a last-minute climb,
although it's impossible at
this point to know his think-
ing as he was confronted with
the disaster and had just sec-
onds to respond. .

Witnesses described a hor-
rific scene after the plane
struck the crowd and sent up
a brown cloud of dust billow-
ing in the wind. When it

.cleared moments later, mo-

tionless bodies lay strewn
across the ground, some
clumped together, while oth-

ers sturnbled around blood-
ied and shocked. -

“I saw the spinner, the
wings, the canopy just com-
ing right at us. It hit directly
in front of us, probably 50 to
75 feet,” said Ryan Harris of
Round Mountain, Nev. “The

next thing [ saw was a wall of

debris going up in the air,
That's what I got splashed
with. In the wall of debris I
noticed there were pieces of
flesh.” )
Ambulances rushed to the
scene, and officials said fans
did an amazing job in tend-
ing to the injured. Just Friday
morning, the 25 emergency
workers at the air show had
done a drill for such a large-

. scale emergency lilke this,

“We run through what we
do in the event of an inci-
dent,” said Ken Romero, di-
rector of the Regional Emer-
gency Medical Service Au-
thority. ’

“We walked through how
to respond, where the mult-
casualty incident bus is and
what is on the bus (by way of

- equipment), how to set up
the treatment zones and how -

to triage.”

The crash marked the first
time spectators had been
killed since the races began
47 years ago in Reno. Twenty
pilots including Leeward have
died in that time, race offi-
cials said.

1t is the only air race of its
kind in the United States.

Planes at the yearly event fly
wingtip-to-wingtip as low as
50 feet off the ground at
speeds sometimes surpassing
500 mph. Pilots follow an oval
path around pylons, with dis-
tances and speeds depending
on the class of aircraft. *

The disaster prompted
renewed calls for race orga-
nizers to consider ending the
event because of the dangers,

- Officials said they would look

at everything as they work to
understand what happened.

The Mustang that disinte-
grated into the crowd had
minor crashes almost exactly’
40 years ago after its engine
failed. According to two web-
sites that track P-51s that are
still flying, it made a belly
landing away from the Reno
airport, The NTSB report on
the Sept. 18, 1970, incident
says the engine failed during
an air race and it crash land-
ed short of the runway.

P-51 historian Dick Phillips
of Burnsville, Minn.,, said

. Saturday that the plane had

had several new engines since
then as well as a new canopy
and other modifications.

Leeward, the owner of the
Leeward Air Ranch Racing
Team, was a well-known rac-
ing pilot. His website says he
has flown more than 120
races and served as a stunt
pilot for numerous movies,
including “Amelia” and “The
Tuskegee Airmen.”

¥ Associated Press writers con-
tributing to this report include .
Joshua Freed in Minneapolis;
Haven Daley, Scott Sonner and
Martin Griffitl in Reno; Brian
Skoloff in Salt Lake City; Hol-
brook Mohr in Jackson, Mjss.;
and Michelle Rindels, Cristina
Silva and Oskar Garcia in Las
Vegns.
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Account set up for victim in race crash

- by Kurt Hildebrand

khildebrand@recordcourier.com

An account has been established
to benefit the family of a former
Woodfords resident, who was one
of 11 people killed when a P-51
Mustang crashed into the box seats
at the Reno Air Races on Friday.

‘A mernorial service is planned for

DETAILS
U:S. Bank, 1341 Highway 395,
Gardnerville, account No.
153754802939

October at Turtle Rock Park for

Gardnerville resident John Craik.
Craik, 45, a longtime contractor,

and his family moved from Wood-

fords to Gardnerville last year.

His wife, Lorraine, said the com-
munity has been very supportive.

“People have been here nonstop
bringing flowers and food, its been
truly amazing,” she said. “What a
wonderful community we live in
that people are so supportive. John’s

customers- adored him, he was °
adored by everybody

Craik’s son Ethan was with him at
the crash scene, according to moth-
er Virginia Craik. . ,

Craik was Lilled mstantly when
the plane hit, Virginia said.

Alpine County announced that
an account has been established at
U.S. Bank, 1341 Highway 395,

See Crash on page 4
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Gardnerville, account ~ No.
153754802939. Alpine County residents
may drop off checks made payable to the
Craik Benefit Account at Health and

- Human Services, 75-A Diamond -Valley
Road, Markleeville. ‘ S

“He was a very good friend,” said Jack
Merrill whose home Craik built. “On Sat-

. urday some friends told us about it. Wood-
fords is a small town, so everybody
knows.” L .

. Merrill said his cousin introduced him
to Craik in'2004. ~ A

“He was working on my cousins bed

. and breakfast, and we were looking for a
builder,” Merrill said. “We saw some of the
other jobs he was working on and. we
hired him.” : '

Merrill said hes heard the family is
doing as well as can be expected under the
circumstances.

Alpine County Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Teresa Burkhauser sent
a note offering the sympathies of .the
chamber of commerce board of directors,
members and staff. . _ A

_ “Our thoughts and prayers go out to the

victims and their families,” she said. “Espe-

. cially our own chiamber members present

and past who were injured in this tragedy.

Our deepest condolences go to the John
Craik family” :

Craik grew up. in Alpine County and -
was a 1984 graduate of Douglas High -
School and later the Univeisity of Califor-

" nia, Davis. He owned Big John Construc-.
tion, which he started in 1993. ‘

A memorial service for all of the victims
of the crash is scheduled for 6 p.m. Sunday
at the Idlewild Park arboretum in Reno.
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- Stuff Reporls T , 7 Cameron Cra1k he
: S moved  to Alpme
= Amemiorial semcels3p :
*2 at Turtle Rock Park in Markleevﬂle :
for Gardnerville contractor John' -
Craik, 45; who was killed Sept. 16
- at the “National Championship Air
. Races crash in Reno. .

ily in 1974, Craik

“glas High School in
1984 and from the
Cralk ’ Un1ver51ty of Califor-

" Born Jan. 13, 1966 “in Marin- . hia, Davis, m 1990 with a degree in -,

—County with his fam-.

/ ~ 153754802939 -
- graduated from Dou- - ‘

YOUCANHELP‘

’US Bank, 1341 Highway 395,

Gardnerwl!e, account No, -

* ophone in the band. He continued
to play after he graduated, and was -
a member of the Cal Aggle Alumm s

vCounty, Calif,, - to~ Ginger. and economics. He played the tenor sax—f “band. at Dav15

f\’ f— ) Fnday, September 23,2011

Cralk met hlS Wlfe Lorrame in

" San Francisco, They were married
~onAug, 21, 1995, in Colorado. The
.- couple. 11ved in several places in Col-

orado, -and owned-a dude ranch,

" where Craik led’ backcountry tours

while  Lorraine kept -the' ranch in -
order and cared for their children.

" See Service on page 4
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- Craik lived m‘or near .
Alpine County for the last
10 years, becoming in- "

. _volved ‘in_the cominunity

i Usocially, “environmentally, -

and: ‘politically, .while also
“building homes in the area.”

“ He coached and refereed for

- Amencan Youth Soccer Or- -

"~ ganization soccer as both of -

~his children played on Car-

“ son Valley teams.’

- “A- dream Johh aiways

" had was to own a boat and:

-three years ago, he fulfilled

‘this dream, often just sitting

_inthe boat in the yard whern

he couldn’t be on the water,”

‘Lorraine  Craik sa1d “He
_loved boating and skiing

with his family, as well as

" many other activities. He-

was a stper fan of the Oak- -

- land  Raiders, hardly ever

missing a game.. H‘e will be .

“remembered as an incredi--
‘ble husband, father son,
Cand friend.” -

He is-preceded|in death

- 'byhls father, Cameron.

He 'is ‘survived! by wife.

_ Lorraine; - children ‘Ethan

~and Maicken’zié;’ “mother.

‘Ginger Craik of Woodfords

" and ‘sister* Kelly|: (Clark)

Meyer of Soldotna, Alaska. -

= “Eveéryone remembers»

John’s big" smile,”! Lorraine

.. Craik . said. V“He‘wﬂl be

‘missed.”
‘A . memorial fund has

“been established | for ‘the
- Craik family by the Wood- -

gJ«m‘_\;; e

fords Volunteer Fire Depart-

- ment-at U:S: Bank, account -
- No.: 153754802939 AIpme
.- County. residents may drop
--off ‘checks made: payable to
. the Craik Benefit Account at
“"Health -and  Hu man’ Ser-

vices, 75-A Diamo nd Valley
Road, Markleeville, = ..~
-+ Walton’s Funeral Home‘ is

. ‘m cha:rge of anangam_entsi :
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Luetta Bergevm Celebrates 90th

Speuul to The R-C

Luetta:Dressler Bergevin celebrated
her 90th birthday with a family dinmer
in her honor. It was 2 memorable -
evening with everyone remarking -
about her zest for life and learning.

Luetta was born on the family home
ranch in 1921. She was the last baby

~to be delivered by Dr. Eliza Cook, her

great aunt, the first wornan phy51c1an

. in Nevada.

Her first school experience was at
the Centerville one-room school. The

next year, due to consolidation, she at- '

tended Minden Grammar School. It -
was here that the boy seated behind -
her put one of her long ringlet curls in
the ink well.

Luetta put clay in his hair. The *
teacher saw-that part and put her in
the closet. There was a narrow bit of
light that came under the door which
enabled her to look through the Delin-
eator magazines. After a time, the boy
asked the teacher if she was going to.
let Luetta out of the closet. Well, she
had forgotten all about her. How tlm&s

. have changed.
~ She graduated from Douglas Coun- ‘

ty High School where she was an ac-
tive member of the class of 1940. .
While in high school she played on
the D.C.H.S. gitls basketball team, was
the editor of the Garminada, the ~ |

school yearbook, and served as Sec‘re—

_ tary of the Student Body: She also par-

ticipated in school plays and helped

~decorate for dances.
The plays, dances and basketball -~

games all took place in the new -
gym which was completed her
- freshman year. The new gym is

. now the Play House Wthh isnext to
" the Carson Valley Museum & Cultural
- Center, the high school in those days.

Specnal toTheR-C *
Luetta Bergevm on horseback

During her-growing up years, 4-H
was a big part of her life.

In 1939, she took her calf to Trea-
sure Island for the 1939 Expositionin

.San Francisco."

-, Luetta was an accomplished horse- -

_back rider and on Carson Valley Days

you would find her among the

Dresslet Ranch riding group. This was -
a family affair with preparations begin-

ning the:day before the parade. The

- horses were washed and shampooed
“with special attention given to their -

manes and tails. At times these were

" braided. To give the horses a sheen,
_their coats were oiled. The sﬂver on
the saddle and bridle ~
- mountings ) ' —

was

pohshed by Luetta and her mother,

+ Anna Neddenriep Dressler.

The Dressler Ranch riding group-

-also participated in the Bridgeport

Fourth of July parade with a picnic af-
terward.

Luetta attended the University of
Utah where she received her B.S. De-

. gree in Nursing Education and her

R.N. from St Marks Hospital in Salt

‘| Lake City

During World War 1L, she Worked
as a U.S. Naval Cadet Nurse at the
U.S. Naval Hosp1tal in Seattle untl Vj

" Day, Aug. 12, 1945.

Soon after she] ;recelved a letter .from
her high school sweetheart, Louis W,
Bergevin, that he would be coming
home from the Pacific. They were
married Aug: 3, 1946 i the old
Lutheran church hear Gardnerville..

They moved to Mesa, Ariz., where
Louis-was a captain in the ArmyAlr
Force. After his d]seharge as a rajor,

- they moved to Reno where Luetta

worked as an O.B. supervisor at
Washoe Medical Center.. - |
After living in Reno for a time, they
moved back to the Dressler Ranch
south of Gardnerville, where they built
a house and raised thelr son Lee and
daughter, Jeanne.
Throughout the years that: fo]lowed
Luetta becarne very: involved in the -
commumty and the state”
: { “that she loves
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Charles Muench is one of the 11 artists featured in the
- Markleeville Artists Autumn Open Studio Tour, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Oct. 1-2. Maps of the tour are available at the Alpine County
Chamber of Commerce.in Markleevnlle Informatlon wwwmarklee

villeartists.com . o

Art1sts Stud1o Oct. 1- 2

Staff Repons

The . ninth
Markleeville. Artists Au-
.tumn Open Studio Tour is
11 am, to 4. pm. Oct 1
and 2.

Work by 11 artists will -

be on display in the free Art

annual

in the Aspens tour. More -

than 400- people attended
last year's two-day event.
Artwork on the tour ln-
cludes watercolots by Peter
-Chope and Sandy Baenan,
creative - confectionery of
Debra Esteban, oil paint-

ings by. Charles. Muench -

and sculpture, pottery, tex-

. tiles and stained glass. -
-"Maps with directions to -

the Markleeville-vicihity

homes. and . studios are -

available at the Alpine
County.Chamber of Com-
merceé in Markleeville.
Artists' studios will be

Mark & Carolyn Vaughn - =
Raku Pottery and Vintage
Aprons - |
Tanya Berger - Pen and lnk ]
¢ lllustrations ]
» marked with yellow and \1
. gold banners, S

¢ leevilleartists.com

‘Sandra Baenen -
. Scratchboard and Watercolors - |
* Peter Chope - Watercolors * | g

- Chocolates

.ings
- Russel Ketenjlan CIay,

- Richard Shokouh Stamed
_Glass -

ARTISTS

Debra Esteban - Handmédé

‘lhreatenlﬁg brother

Brenda Lockie - Oil Paintings
and Wildflower lllustrations
Charles Muench - Oll Pamt—

Music and Paintings

Dave Mlllsi Wood Turnlng
Lindsay Stallcup Land-
scape Oil Paintings

[ T

‘Information, www.mark
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Stuff Reporis

‘Bail was set at $50,000
for a-32-year-old Dressler-
ville man accused of at-

incarcerated in = Washoe -

as his brother

FO 1
g8
EE
SRR =]
= O
8 >
o
::O
<O
= w0
s
[=Ye)
23
o o
50
Q-8
Dov—4
£.5
"gz:
£ g
=
0w o
&S

day on the new charge,

street. celebra-
tion in down-
town Gard-

tempting to stab his brother..

“Fast Fork Justice Tom |

Marvin Dressler appeared

Wednesday in East Fork Jus-
tice Court on a charge of as-

~appointed ~ Tod

“Young to represent Dressler.

Perkins

Dressler

nerville,

Prosecutor Tomn - Grégory
" asked .that Dressler’s bail re-

The victim ran away from

sault with a deadly weapon.

sler - who chased him
until ‘he - realized -sheriff’s

‘He is accused of swinging  Dres:

"a knife several times at his.

because of his lengthy

f

were-in the area and

puties

29-year-old brother during .de

criminal history and for the
safety of the community.

left in his vehicle.

Carson Valley Days week-

end.

Perkins set a preliminary

The victim was uninjured. -

|

Dressler was amrested by  hearing for Oct. 6.

Washoe Tribal Police on a .

allegedly

“Witnesses said late June
Dressler

10,
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Special to The R-C

Charles Muench is one o% the : artists featured in the
- Markdeeville Artists Autumn Open Studio Tour, 11 a.m, to 4 p.m.

Oct. 1-2. Maps of the tour are available at the Alpine County -
Chamber of Commerce.in Zm_,zmms__m _aﬂoﬂa&_o: éssamﬂx_mm .

villeartists.com - , |

Eﬁmﬁm mﬁcm:o Oct.1-2

Staff xm_s:w

The = ninth  annual
Markleeville. Artists Au-
tumn Open Studio Tour is
11 am. to 4 p.m. Oct. 1
and 2.

Work by 11 artists will |

be on display in the free Art

in the Aspens tour. More

than 400- people attended
last year's two-day event.
Artwork on the tour in-
cludes watercolots by Peter
-Chope and Sandy Baenan,
creative - confectionery of
Debra Esteban, oil paint-

ings by. Charles: Muench -

and sculpture, pottery, tex-
tiles and stained glass.

" - “Maps with directions to
the Markléeville-vicihity | | coviond
homes. and . studios are : i

. marked with yellow
. gold banmers. -

available at the Alpine
County .Chamber of Com-
mercé in Markleeville.
Artists' studios will be

‘. Sandra Baenen -
. Scratchboard and Watercolors
" Peter Chope - Watercolors

_ings PR
" Russel _an.__.m__ - Clay,

- Richard m__o_..o.._. - wﬂ.:ma
Glass -

ARTISTS

Debra Esteban - Iwzaawa.m.

- Chocolates.
' Brenda Lockie - Oil Paintings

and Wildflower lllustrations
Charles Muench - Gil Paint-

Music and Paintings

Dave =.=w ,éoon ?35@
Lindsay Stallcup - Land-
scape Oil Paintings

" Mark & Carolyn <m=u_=. -

Raku Pottery and Vintage

.. Aprons -

Tanya Berger - Pen and _:w

- Information, éﬁﬁgw

! leevilleartists.com
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»Parl fﬂ" 0" nlane hﬂ'ﬂl‘ﬂ aII' race crash

Siuff Reports :

Invesngators are focusmg ona:

plece “of the airframe that came off

of a' modified P-51 Mustang that

crashed into the box seats at the ¢

Reno National Championship Air
Races killing 11 people and i lnjur-
g 74. - -

Preliminary 1nformanon was
released Friday as part of the Na-
tional * Transportanon Safety

Board's investigation into - the,
crash ,that killed Gardnerville
contractor]ohn Craik and lO oth-

ers on Sept. 16. -

..~ According to-the report, the
“Galloping Ghost piloted by James
Leeward :
laps and was in a steep léft turn

towards - the home pylon when, -

‘accordlng ‘to photographlc ev1—'

“had Completed several -

suddenly banked

the left-
banking o
tight,
_ awdy from the race
“course, and pitch-
ing to a steep nose—hlgh attitude.
Witnesses reported and photo-
graphic evidence indicates that a

before
the

Craik -

plece of :the airframe “separated
- during these maneuvers. After roll

and pitch variations, the airplane-
descended in an extremely nose-
low attittide and collided with the -
e ground in the box seat-area néar-: =~
s thece center of the grandstand seat-
.ingarea.”.

Tnvestigators. from the NTSB
~and the Federal Aviation Admin-

dence the alrplane |

‘momentarily “ to"

turning

YOU CAN HELP
A memorial-fund has-been estab-
lished for the Craik family by the .
Woodfords Volunteer Fire Department
at'U.S. Bank, account No.
153754802939, Alpine County resi- -
dents may ‘drop off checks made -
payable to-the Craik Benefit Account —
at Health and Human Services; 75-A-
Dlamond Valley Road Markleeville.

Wreckage to a secure location.
=The racing plane had a teleme-
try system that broadcast infor-

_ ¢nbéard the plane,”
The a1rp1ane dlsmtegrated on

" istration exammed the wreckage - '1mpact damagxng the onboard

4‘data box accordmg to mvesnga—.

tors, Who also fecovered multiple
“detached memory cards from the
_“plané's onboard camera.

St. Mary's Hospital in’ Reno,
~ which received 33 patients from

. the. crash, reported that all.but!
. three patients in’ serious condition |

have been dlscharged .
© A service for Craik is set for 3
p.m. Sunday at Turtle Rock Park

.in Woodford
on site, 1dennf1ed components of na %

the planes “contiols systern and .
surfaces, and ' thén removed. the

A memorial fund hds‘been és- l
tablished for the Craik family by

“the Woodfords Volunteer Fire De-":

partment at U.S,. Bank, account
153754802939 Alpine

,Count residents ‘may drop .off |
miation and recorded ittoa. box— 4 Y P

checks made payable to the Craik |

" “Benefit Account “at Health and !

Human Services; 75-A Diamond

vValley Road; Markleevﬂle T



R C Fru Oo’f 7.20/1

K1rkwood sees 10 mches of snow

Staff Repons

Less than a Week mto a

new water year, Kirkwood
‘residents awoke to 10 mches‘

of new snow

The first significant weath-
er system of -the season
dumped 1.01- inches of rain

in Sheridan Acres between

midnight and 7 am. early
Wednesday morning.

Two-fifths' of an inch vof
rain was measured in Genoa

and .97 inches of rain in

MarKleeville.

Carson Valley ' residents 7

awoke on Wednesday to find
both the Sierra and the Pine

Nuts wearing a blanket of "
T osnow. - C

* Snow fell in Carson Valley

- on Thursday afternoon, but

didn’ stick.

' Snow-tires or chains were
* Tequired " over Kingsbury
“Grade ‘on Thursday after— S
‘TooM.

Today’s forecast calls for

mostly sunny skies with - a-

high near 62.

Residents should expectA :
temperatures
tonight with the low drop- *

freezing

ping to 29 degrees and a
northwest Wmd of 5 mph

“The early snow that has.
blanketed the mountain has -
certainly "stoked everyone .

out ini anticipation of anoth-

er big year” said Michael .

Dalzell, degctor of sales &
marketing ~ at = Kirkwood

... Mountain Resort. “It5_too
~early to talk early opening
;datcs at. this  point, but-we

have had years when Kirk-
wood has opened in late Oc-

- tober with. incredible deep

powder conditions. Thls
mlght be one of those years.”
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Staff Reports -

Alpine Countys new
courthouse project could be
threatened by California’s fis-
cal crisis.

The $26.37 million pro}-
ect in Markleeville is-in the

review stage.’ K
The “"Court ~ Facilities
Working Group which over-

sées judicial facilities, is seek-
* ing public comment on proj-
ects at their Oct. 19-20
meeting: -

" The working group will
discuss the future direction

-of the courthouse construc-

tion program and consider
options for moving forward
with the 41 courthouse proj-
ects planned -with funding
from Senate Bill 1407.

“We recognize that signifi-

.cant funding reductions to

the judicial branch will like-
ly impact the branchs court-
house construction pro-
gram,” said Administrative
Presiding Justice Brad R. Hill
of the Court of Appeal, Fifth
Appellate  District, who
chairs the working group.

“The working group rnust‘

New Mar‘kleevillec’ourthou's‘e may face budget cuts

The Alpme County Courthouse is scheduled to be replaced by a'new cne.-

act quickly to make recom-

mendations to the Judicial.
Council. Its-an enormous -

job, and we need to gather as
much input as possible in-a
short amount of time. These
projects have a significant
impact not only in the 34

counties in which they.
located but .

would be
statewide. We believe the
public should have a voice
on their future direction,
whether they support or op-
pose a particular project or
have other comments they
wish the working group to
hear”

The working group has
been directed to provide rec-
ommendations to the Judi-
Cedt Council on tne facliites
projects as soon as possible
after the October meeting,

with’ the intent that. the
council could consider those
recommendations by the

end of the calendar year. The ™~
working group .is opening -
up public comment én any

aspect of the Judlcml branch
facilities program.
The working group

prefers written comments

but will actommodate in- -

person comments as well.
Comurients may be e-mailed
to occmcomments@jud.ca.

-gov or mailed or delivered

to:Administrative Offlce of
the Courts
Attn: Comments to Court
Facilities Working Group
455 Golden Gate Ave.,
8th Floor '
San rrancisco, LA Y4104

Comments received by 1

p.m. on Oct. 18, will be d]s-
tributed to working group
members at ‘the meeting,

“The same e-mail address and
_postal address ‘will - remain

open to the public at any
time to comment on the fa-
" cilities program or the work
of the working group.

Senate Bill 1407, signed
into law on Sept. 26, 2008,
launchied a $5 billion court-
house rebuilding program in
California providing funding
for 41 new construction and
renovation projects.

The law created a revenue

.stream from court fees;

penalties, and assessments to
finance courthouse con-

struction and rénovations,

ensuring that these projects
would be paid for from with-
in the judicial branch rather

D Thnft/Taoe Daily Tn'l?l{e.

than drawmg oti the tates.
gerieral fund. . : :

The proposed pro;ect
which is in the earliest phase
of site selection, will replace -
the court's space in the cur-

~ rent historic courthouse with

a modern, secure, adequate-
ly sized building, and pro-
vide the court with more
space for jury assembly and
deliberation rooms, a self-
help center, and more. The.
current courthouse, which is
owned by and shared with
Alpine County, does not
meet modemn operational
and security requirements
and cannot be renovated or
expanded.

The Alpine Countv erand
jury said the new space was
critical to public safety in the
county.



Alpme seeks support for reduced courthouse pro]ect

“ by Nuncy Thomburg i

“The artlcle that appeared in The

Record-Courder on Oct. 7 was
not, unfortunately, completely ac-

curate even though it was sent out -
by the Judicial Council. Following .

is a notice sent out to residents of
_ Alpine County by me, with ap-
proval from the presiding’ supenor
court Judge after the article ﬁrst
" appeared. -
" First, 1fyou have questlons _
. about this project you are encour-
~aged to visit this web site
 Www.courts.ca.gov/
facilities-alpine.htm
Note that the information .
on this site is not entirely cur-
rent. (More current and rele-

GUEST
OPINION

modern standards and requ1re—

vant information can be found

in the FAQ poruon of the .

website.) .
First of all, the scope of the

- project has been significantly re- -

duced — we are now looking at-
10,000 square feet for the new or
renovated project which dramati-

cally reduces the cost of the proj-

ect. This reduction in scope has
the complete support of the local

Project Advisory Group. Secondly,

the state is now working with the -
- county to come up with a project

which would renovate the existing

courthouse, bringing it up to .

ments. Included in the current
thinking would be for the State to

* buy the cotirthouse and possibly
the property between the adminis- -

tration building and the post of- -

. fice (that property would be used

for parking by both the county - -

.and the court). The state would.

* " impression that the funding for
. this would come from court fines _
* and fees money,not from. the State

General Fund, that this money’

__-had been set a51de exact]y for this
* purpose and could not be -

- touchied for other purposes ‘But

_“Tow it appears, as one person put -

then renovate arid expand the

it, that “what the Legislature -

building, bringing it up to current
seismic; accessibility, and security -
staridards, and, possibly, include:,

* office space for the district attor-

ney, the probation office; and the -
sheriff’s office as well as tﬁe cou
It would be a very good thing

- have all these officés in the : same -

building. This project concept has
the complete support of the PAG

* and the judges.
" Everyone has been under the

veth the Legislature can taketh
* away,”and many of the court-

.+ house projects, including Alpmes

- may lose their fundmg All proj--.
- ects are under review; andfcom-

~ “The existing courthouse has

2,500 square feet and is utterly in-*
o adequate from several standpomts

See Alpme on page 11
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' Continued from page 10 -

Lack of security is the primary problem Secu--

ity for court personnel, for citizens, for vic-
tims, for witnesses: That is the main issue, and .

. regardless of caseload, sectirity for employees
and the public is vitally important. There is no
secure place to hold in-custody ipeople. Victims
and witnesses are often in too close proximity

" to bad people. There is no ADA compliance.
Access, especially for older people and espe-
cially in winter, can be anissue. Electrical,

- plumbing and HVAC systems are all obsolete

and inadequate. This building was built in
1928. It is not built to current seismic safety-
Tequirements. :
Although jury trials are mfrequent in Alpine
County, when they are held there is utterly in-
adequate parking and Toom in the building'to
serve all the potential jurors who are called. . -
" Recently the jury screening has had to be held
at Turtle Rock Park. Recently a Cal-OSHA

-order forced most of the Sheriff’s Office to va- -

E cate their basement offices and. move.to Turtle
. Rock Park at least temporarily. The Teasons:

health and safety issues. . -
I the state pulls the funding ffor thls project.
~ probably nothing will change. The county
. doesn’t have the money to retrofit the building. -
Please send your comments. There is a place
on the web site to dg this. Please emphasize
the large geographical size of the county, the
small population (1,000), the f ct that 96 per-
-~ cent of the county is governmer t-owned thus
leaving a very small base on which tobuild an
- econony. We truly are unique, iand while in
" many ways this is something we love about-

. _Alpine County, when it comes to a pr0]ect like

“this it leaves us at a serious d:lsadvantage com-
pared to: other Cahforma counues
. 3 '

_Nancy Thprnburg isa !ongtnme Markleqv:lle resldent,
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Wednesday, October 26, 2011’ 3

Panel pans Alpine courthouse

Staff Reports.

A 4,Cahfornia" oanel is recom-
mending the elimination of a new
courthouse for Alpm&County

~The ‘working group ~is- recom--

" mending that ‘the Judicial Council
direct the -Administrative Office of
the Courts to continue work this
|~ year on the current phase of all Sen-
{ _ ate Bill 1407 projects except the two

'ON THE WEB

www.courts.ca.gov/policy
- admin-jc.htm

- one-courtroom courthouses for the
superior courts of Alpine and Slerra

counties.
“leen the urgency of infrastruc-

" ture needs statewide, the new and

very stringent limits to our funding,
and the hxgh expense of these proj-

ects, the working group believes
that their nearly $50 million com-
bined expense cannot be Justlfled in
the current efivironment,” Admiriis-

trative Presiding Justice Brad R. Hill
of the Fifth Appellate District Court

of Appeal said of the canceled pI‘O]-
ects, = -

The ongmal pnce tag for- the
Alpine County project: was $26.3 _
million. The Sierra County project -

was $23.1 million. v ,
In a letter to the panel, Alpme Su- -
perior Court Judge David DeVore -
said security isa key issue, but that
the building lacked basic amenities -

such as a holdlng cell, "or even,,‘_-

records storage. S

“The upstairs entrance requlres‘ R
“navigating two separate sets of steps

R See Alpine on 'pag‘e‘ff

o T e
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J Contmued from page 1

* and an uncovered Wa]kway which is impossible for those
with disabilities under any circumstances, and dangerous
. for all during winter months,” he said. “I regularly shovel
the stairs and walkways to miniinize the danger to our
- -staff and public during storms. We have had infestations
of insects, rodents, bats, and a break-in by a bear.”
- DeVore said that there are few locations where the state
-could build a new courthouse. He said acquisition and re-
habilitation of the current courthouse by the state from
the county would be preferable for the court.
“Much work has been done to make the proposed
. project acceptable to the county, and if not pursued to
fruition that option may be lost forever as the county has
expressed. an interest in rehabﬂltatmg and using the
building for its own purposes,” he said.

DeVore said the only two private parcels available for

* purchase could sell, reducing the chance of finding a new
site for a courthouse in the future.

The working group is recommendmg that the court-
houses in Alpine be given priority for-facility modifica-

" tions that can aﬂewate problems as fundmg becomes
available.

The 25-member Workmg group -was appointed by
Chief Justice Tani. Cantil-Sakauye in July after more than
$500 million in facility funding was swept to the general
fund, borrowed, or redirected for court operatlons this
year. :

The working group solicited written comments from
the 34 courts that have projects to be funded by Senate
_ Bill 1407 as well as public comment, recelvmg hundreds
of pages of letters from local officials and members of the
' public. Since 2009, more than $1.1 bllhon in funding
“originally designated for courthouse construction has
been borrowed, swept to the ‘general fund or redirected

' to court operations.

The working groups recommendauons are expected to
be considered by the Judicial Council at its Dec. 13 meet-
ing. The council can accept; modify; or reject the recom-

-mendations, which will be posted on the courts website
at www.courts.ca. gov/pohcyadmm je. htm



- Page 8 I Friday, October 28',"2,'(‘)'11 | wwwrecordcourieneom'

i

by JOYCG DBVOI’G R

Alplne County Ftre Safe

Council focuses muich of its -

energy and funding on pub-

lic - education. - The poster-
‘contest “at- Diamond Valley ~ i
‘School is-just - one of the1r‘

many projects. -
By having a thought pro~

“voking-art project at the ele- .
mentary level, the goal is that
children and their - families .

will ‘keep fire safety and

© emergency preparedness a -

pnonty in the. home The
. prizes are gift certificates for
- the" Scholastic -Book  Fair,
whichis held annually in the .
school hbrary :

.This years contest theme

~ Student Attendance - Ser-

vices and, School Safety Co-
“ordinator Dawn Riddle facil-

itated the contest at the
school. She issued instruc-

tions to the teachers and dis-

tributed supplies for the art.

is “Five things T couldn’t live *
-without if a disaster struck.”

The.school Tibrarian and all

- teachers ' devoted ~ instruc-
-tional time to the project.

Mermbess of the Fire Safe

. Council held an awards cer-

emony at Diamond Valley
School on Oct. 21, All poster
entries will be displayed at
the Alpme County Library,

."Alpme County Administra-

tion Building and at the

- Alpine County  Superior

Court in November.

- "The winners of this years
contest are: K-2 grade Made-

line Moody, ftrst place, and
Kate Faston, second place;

3rd grade. Crystal Benmet,"

first place, and Leo- Coyan,

second place, 4th grade -

Mercy Medicine Crow, first
place, Jed .Easton, second
place; 5th™ grade ‘Mckinna
Jacksom, first place, Chantel
Bagshaw, second place; 6th
grade Courtney -Brothers,

first place, Cole Jackson, sec-

ond place; 7th grade Hunter
Celio, first place, Landon

Matlock, second place; 8th

F1reSafe councﬂ poster contest educates chﬂdren

Speual to The R C

The winners of the Alpine County Fire Safe Co‘uncn

rgrade Ubaldo Gomez, first ‘
.place, Dion Momrner sec-

ond place. -
Shirley Taylor and Kris

‘Hartnett, both members of

the Fire Safe: Council, are
working with Fire Wise, part

of the US Forest Service, to -

obtain money for the sup-
plies and prizes.

The Fire Safe Council is
also sponsoring a free chip-

green waste, and defensible
space inspections. The com-
mittee is planning wildfire

preparedness ‘meetings for |
the public sometime next

~spring.

The council ‘atways needs
‘representanon and suppott.
The meetings are-open to the"
public and take place the last
Monday of each month at 6
pm. The location of meet-
ings alternates between the
Markleeville and Woodfords -

 Fire Departments
ping program, a burn pile for -

Call Chairperson Kris
Hartnet at 694.1879 for‘
more mformauon :
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Highway 4 in Markleeville.




Service Fr1day for last constable of Alpme County

by John (ox Jr B ,.,.V-VGUEST e ;V‘Bonnet BarmSunnyvale;ﬁll | =

' Ed Schalbert 'Cahfornlas last OPINION
" constable, has died at the age of 93 . than 30 separate missions on

in his blrthplace of Sart Jose, Calif. ~ ships like the Redfish and the - .
- Mr. Schalbert served as constable . Greenling, He often spoke about - leaving a lifetime of memories in -
" for more than a quarter centuryin  an offer once by the captain to CRLy sefl 1 ashes After the fire, the couple

Alpirie County; the county with -~ move to the submarine, Argonaut. , ly.elected. ided Ieadershxp in the com- -
= - the smallest popu-- . He declined the offet and the ship ist Irving; 1y nity to'cope with the fire, . ;
| - lation of any in the * * was shortly sunk killing all of the ‘ thin days of the fire in late JUIY» ’
Golden State. The ... men aboard. Oné of his most dan- they rebuilt it in just three months -
beautiful mountain - gerous missions was to photo- " - celebrating Thanksglvmg that. g
community of - - graph Japan itself preparing for a - year. The experience of the fire - 3
| - Woodfords was his ‘potential allied invasion. - : Ce oL the p : ‘was d Very corisuming persorial -
d home for neaﬂy .+ - Ironically the former submarine schalbert hi . ~ - experience and within 16 months, -
o hero will be laid: to rest in his - Tle was ar g figare m - Ed! ,IOV"—_Of his hf‘? Mary passed

beloved Alpine County justa - - his uni ith bz inned ¢ .

“week before theé celebration of Vet-
- erans Day which honors and -

- crews said it took ‘about 3 rrlnnutesf E
" for their house to-be’ consumed

hirt and his revolver strapped
side, and when he handed . - tt
j . Ed will be buried. next to Mary o

tually bemg elected -
‘his third career. He

farrmng communi~ - thanks all military persormel who > oo L
Clara Va11ey in San ~~ served the United States in all had no ch01ce but to.go,” - - at the Fredericksburg Cemetety. A .
. wars At the age of 26 he-married piné County Sheriff John - “service will be held at 1. p.m. Fn— E

Crawford a neighbor of Ed and day at the Alpine Christian™ =" -~
ary, said they served the people ** Church on nghway 88 in Wood-
_of the county for years helping . fords : 3
seni citizens with needed food He is sumved by his daughters .
anne. Heidi-arid-Barbara-Follow 1d Services. In 1987, the little -~ and their husbands, five grand-., -
30at, ‘overseeing the enlisted men - ing World War 11, they moved to - -COmmunity of Woodfords suitered “children, and seven great—grand— v
_on,the sub fightirig for their coun- - San Diego where he served in the ~ the most catastrophic event that chlldren e

“tryand played his part in the his--- 'Navy until his-retirement.- * any mountain community can.ex-

- his sweetheart Mary who lived in

g - his hometown of Santa Clara, She-.
_ also shared his Swiss heritage.

They had three daughters, Mati-,

»

“tori¢ role ‘of the service in flghtmg Foﬂowmg his retlrement Ed - perience, a mass1ve forest ﬁre The John COX Iiis Ed Schalbert 5 grandson ,
tbe greatest wat, ", e ,and,hw close friend, in,the Navy .+ pgnalberts Tost their hotmie that - :
... Schalbert participated ir n rnoxe o purchased the well knmmmug they had built ,er,ﬁ§€:1V rson iy

#‘@mayfé‘f}élﬁﬁxﬁ& }ksktv

mv‘(‘vitl’i V«viyy*g;_yvvvvv.ﬁe 5 oﬁ*jf’g
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Alpine Kids celebrates

by Joyce DeVore

Alpine Kids is a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing fun, low-cost famﬂy
experiencesin a drug and alcohol free enyi-
ronment.

So for a fee of $25 a year, the whole fami-

ly can join the group and enjoy a trip to the
zoo, complete with transportation and

~ meals, a day at the water-park in Reno with
transportation and admission provided, as

* well as bowling and pizza nights, swim cen-
ter events, camping, and much much
more.

Tt sounds too good to be true, but Alpine
Kids does just that.

The organization recently celebrated a 30
year anniversary at Turtle Rock Park and
several core members spoke to the hxstory
and 'success of the group.

According to Eddie Veatch, chalrperson
of Alpine Kids, “Our son needed some con-
tact with other kids outside of the school
setting, We decided on Blue Birds because

- “we had both boys and girls who wanted to -
> join and scouts didn't allow a mixed group.

= Blue Birds also allowed us to make our own.

uniforms, which was a significant cost sav-
ings.”

That was 30 years ago. Some of the Blue
Bird leaders attended the 30-year anniver-
sary, including Harriet Kelly, Sandy Jonkey,
“and Dorothy Johnson.

" Johnson, who now lives in Sutter Creek,
was applauded for her generous donations

- Special to The R-C

' Harnet KeIIy and: Sandy Jonkey and they are hold-
" ing homeihade Blue Bird vests from the early days

of Alpine Kids.

to the fledgling group. ‘

The Zellmer family has been donating
their time and transportation for three gen-
erations,

“Dave Zellmer would drive a car full of . -
kids whether or not he had any of his chil-
dren or grandchildren going to the event,”
Veatch said. “He even calls to make sure

30 years of family fun

that all the kids have rides.” John and Kim -

Jackson have also been dedicated volun— ,
teers.
Barbara Howard, a teen leader remem-

bered an exciting camping trip with another -
leader, Jeannie Lear, and urged others tobe-

come teen leaders.

After a dozen years with the Blue Birds, a
local social services person recommended
that Veatch turn the group into a non--

profit.

“The Blue Birds regional d1v1510n was so
far away that it became cumbersome to
handle the details,” Veatch said.

Initially the group depended upon local :

fundraising, county support, and a huge’
number of volunteer houts to function.

‘Dave and Lynda Kirby, formerly of Wood-

fords Station, donated ice for every activity
and allowed the club to hold an annual fair

| in their parking lot.

“The whole Veatch family was enlisted to

" haul and store supplies, make purchases,

and run the activities.
" Larry Kuhl, retired sheriff, facilitated a

snow camping trip by driving a snowmobile

into-camp with homemade stew and a way

back home for any child who may have -

been frightened in the wilderness. .
Veatch started keeping a count of the

numbers of participants and the community .

statistics on juvenile crime.

- More families were participating and
fewer incidents of crime- and alcohol-relat-
ed problems were reported.

The sheriffs department‘ the public

‘health department, and the conty proba— ‘

tion officers took notice, These groups "~
found pubhc money to support the pro- -
gram. -

“The probanon office told us that it takes
$65,000 a year to keep a juvenile in jaill”

Veatch said. “Funding Alpine Kids for -

$50, OOO is a worthwhile use of grant
money”

Even with a generous annual budget the
group depends on its volunteers. -

“Transportation is the rnost challengmg

factor,” Veatch said.

Buses are expensive. During the celebra-
tion dinner, I overheard Veatch ask retired
social worker Sandy King-Prince if she’ -
could drive some teenagers to the Ohve -
Garden next week.’ e

For King-Prince, that means dnvmg from
Topaz to pick up the lo¢al kids and drive -

* them to Carson City. The volunteer spmt is.

beyond generous. -
Alpine Kids took 111 people to the’

. Sacramento Zoo and bought meals for every

participant. - -

The water park Wild Isiand is the most
popular event: 175 people were treated to
transportation, entry fees, and meals at the
water park in Reno last summer. -

For more information about the club or
becoming a volunteer leader, call Veatch at.

(530)694 2934,



.Reasons to be thankd

November and thankfully

+ weaning is done. Our calves are in-

the corral on the lane, waiting for

" the Fallon calf sale. The bull and -
springer heifers are in the side
pasture along with a couple of.

- steers that will make up Christmas -
- dinner. Our cows are roaming in

the sagebrush field. And the
boarding cattle are scattered all
over the ranch, finally quletmg :

. down.

The boarding cattle were mak-
ing quite a fuss. Cattle trucks were
hauling off cows or calves to other
pastures or feedlots for almost two
weeks. The trucks started rolling
down the lane after sunrise and
cleared off before dinner. The

-calves, getting sorted; were held.- - -

by Marie-
: Johnson

over in the corrals

FENCE
LINES

their displeasure at
" being separated
from momand
pasture. -~
A famlly fnend

walking in the "

desert, miles from

the ranch, heard
-the cattle's com-

asked about the
" noise. A noise that

R

after a few days out here we didn't

notice much.
The first days of cattle weamng

~ were loud, outdoor rock concert

loud. Cows in fields calling for

« calves in corrals: Calves calling

and loudly bawled -

“motion, wondering

back. These are riot httle baby-
calves either. Our calves 4t wean-

.ing were on average 8 months old
and weighted 750 pounds a piece.. ..

The boarder calves must have

. been near the same. They made .
" big noise.

The cow/calf bawlmg over the

for us, like the hum of a fan. Then

" . about three days after the last cat-
tle truck left the cows stopped -

calling. They had tumed back to

~eating, -

Our own herd is small and
thefr fuss factor is short, A few of
our calves bawl, some il they got

hoarse, but usually after three
days they stop and get busy eat~

ing..Same with the cows.

Re )[/d(/ 5, 201/

ul down on the ranch

Then everyday after weamng,
'til mid spring for us, begins the
chore of feeding. One could go on
for a long time, like a complaining
COw, descnbmg the ‘cost, trouble
and pain involved with feedmg

"+ Butif you want good cattle you
) feed No matter what. .~ -
two weeks turned into whlte noise

Calves are the commiodity -
cow/calf operators sell. And to be

- sure cows kept over winter will be

productive, worth the morney, tlme

“and trouble of feedlng you preg

check them at' weamng Shipping -
off any open ones.

Out here the husband preg
checks, Our cows are large, long,

_black angus and his arms are

See Thanidful on page 11

wed.
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‘Thankful

Continued from page 10

longer than mine, though
my hands are smaller.

This is important because
one places a long, liquid
dish-soap drizzled, plastic
gloved, arm in a cow's rec-

- tum to palpate for her calf,
or signs of pregnancy likea .
thick pumping uterus vein
or cotyledons.

If your arm is too short,
with your face near a cow's
tail end, things get messy in
a squirt. Small hands are
helpful because you enter

. the cow through a tight
opening. But if one has to
choose between small hands
or long arms; go with the
long arms. '

In weaning, preg check-
ing, inoculating, and worm-
ing my job is to catch the
cow’ head in the squeeze
chute.

-Then give inoculations
after the husband checks
outhis end.

He-gets messier, but he

. gets that first mysterious
touch of the calf. ‘

This year all our cows
and heifers are pregnant. -
Knowing all the chores and
trouble that brings the
cow/calf operator is still
thankful. -

Marie Johnson is a Carson Valley
rancher.
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idesides respondmg to fires, traffic acc1dents and other emergenc:1es the men volunteer >

countless hours to work on, the stat1on. Lo , LT
Buck McLelland
Woodfords Volunteer Chief.

Volunteers ready
to protect eastern
Alpine County

by Joyce DeVore

How did our tiny Woodfords
Volunteer Fire Department
become a state-of-the-art facili-
ty with more than 20 vital and
energetic firemen? Volunteer
Chief Buck McLelland has a
way of making this miracle
sound simple.

“Besides responding to fires,
traffic accidents, and other
emergencies, the men volunteer
countless hours to work on the
station and the county govern-
ment supports us,” he said.

There is nothing simple
about the operation of the
Woodfords Volunteer Fire
Department. McLelland com-
mands respect because he
works shoulder to shoulder with
the men and logs countless
hours behind the scenes.

Rob Levy writes grants for
funding and facilitates leverag-
ing county funds with grant
funds to purchase the best
equipment on the market.

He.beams with pride as he
explains that the county got,
“two for one” value on the
Squad 1 and Brush 1 .trucks by
having “Burtons (fire truck
manufacturers) reuse a storage
box on one truck, and add new
pumps to another.”

Alpine County Supervisor
Skip Veatch attends meetings
once a month to understand and
help the volunteers’ policy mak-
ers, which includes McLelland,

Levy, Jim Haen, and Al Moss. .
“The board
McLelland and his operation as
a gift of gold and we’d never
want to lose that,” Veatch said.

Three of the department’s
new members, Hal Bird, Wes
Long, and Paul Schlange, engi-
neered an agreement with -their
employer, South Tahoe Public
Utility District, to be on duty
volunteer firemen while. work-
ing for the district in Diamond
Valley.

“Everyone put two and two
together to realize that it is-a
beneficial arrangement,”
Schlange explained.

Since most volunteers work
day jobs, there was a very short
daytime crew to respond to
calls.

All three district employees
are familiar with Alpine Coun-
ty, operation of water trucks,
and Schlange has served on hot
shot crews, heli-tech crews, and
earned Firefighter 1 status in
San Bernardino.

Each volunteer
strength to the unit.

Mike Gard. dished up steam-
ing bowls of chicken and
dumplings while he told the

_ details of an earlier emergency.

“There it was on the ground,
the smoldering brake drum
from a truck, burning up,” he
said. '

John Baker showed up
because his “papa” Al Moss
wrangled him into volunteering.

recognizes.

brings’

=~ SPECIAL 10 THE R-C

Members of the Woodfords Volunteer Fire Department gath-

er to eat, meet and train.
Dave Woffinden joked with

. ‘Tony Galvez, who tried on a

brand new turn out suit. In 15
minutes, dinner is over and the
crew disappears upstairs for
training.

I was grateful to McLelland
and Levy for taking a few more
minutes to-show me the new
Americans with Disabilities Act

compliant showers, set up to’

allow either firefighters or
groups of citizens quick decont-
amination from chemical poi-
soning.

The lockers are squared
away, with turn-outs, boots and
ajr tanks for each member. A
sparkling new two-ton air

machine fills tanks for these

men and other county emer-
gency groups.

Dave Zellmer demgned the
firehouse as a drive-through,
and eventually the overhead

pipes will be pressurized to fill
the trucks with water as they
drive through the firehouse.

A pew water tank is installed
outside the firehouse and is
almost ready for operation.
Gard is putting the final touches
on the new kitchen.

‘Right in the middle of the
fire house sits five gleaming
fire and rescue vehicles.

Three years ago the depart-
ment had old equipment and
four volunteers.

The community effort behind
the growth is a credit to Alpine
County.

In order to support this excel-
lent group of volunteers, there
will be a fundraiser dinner and
dance next March. .

Those wishing to- volunteer
should contact Gard at (530)
694-1976.
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DI'BSS|BI‘VI||B man

pleads guiltyto

f‘ﬂ'Sﬂ* ault charge

East Fork Justlce Tom
Perkins sentenced Dressler
“to six months in ‘Douglas. -

County Jail, giving him -
credit for time served since
his arrest in June.

- District - Judge “Dave

Gamble  remanded” the!

" ‘tase to. justice court fol- .

- lowing a hearing Monday: =
“After -additional inves-

' tigation by both sides] we:
came - to the agreement -

" that . Mr. Dressler. 'wouldi-
- enter - the:. gm]ty plea 10} 2

misdemearnor -+ assault;”
said” . Loren . Graham
‘ Dresslefs lawyer. . :
Witnesses said late June-
10, Dressler allegedly:-
showed ap 'with the knife

as his 29-year-old brother - j‘ ST
was attending :the annual .- .-

street celebration in down- '
- town Gardnervﬂle o

‘The v1ct1m
r an s

‘ the ev1dence at the: prehm~ Bl

")

inary hearing,” said prose- - :
“cutor Frik Levin. “We had
proof problems taking this

- in front of a jury We still - :

feel it’s a serious crime and.
ask for a s‘xx-month sen- -
tence.” . |-
Graham. sald the de— N
fense ' found ‘- numerous

‘witesses 'who_were not - | !
- family members or friends -} -

~who would' testify  that

- there wasn't a Weapon.

Grahars - “also -

> of jail to take care of: Lhem

‘and goto school:- :

- said-|
- Dressler’s farnily members | -
- have ‘medical issues and*'| -
* .2 his client wants’to get out -
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Saying ‘Hi’ to Mother Chnstmas in Markleevﬂle

by Virginia York

In England, Santa Claus is called
Father Christmas. Recently, I was

. talking with Marsha Bermett in the

Alpine County Library, when the
thought struck me: “Marsha looks
like Mother Christmas.” Later, as 1
was checking out my books, Li-
brary Lisa told me that Marsha was
organizing a Christmas event; how
appropriate for Mother Christmas.
Christmas Cottage, for such is
the name of said event, is going to
be taking place over four week-
ends; be sure to mark your calen-
dars: ‘
Nov. 26 and 27 (weekend after
* Thanksgiving)
Dec. 3 and 4
Dec. 10 and 11
Dec. 17 and 18

Christras Cottage will be in
and around Marsha’s house on Hot
Springs Road, opposite the Muse-
ums road end, a block from the
‘Cutthroat Saloon. 1t will be open
from 10 am. to 2 pan.

. Local, home-made arts and

" crafts will be.on sale, including
fine hand-lmitteds (particularly -
hats and gloves) by Deirdre Wal-
lace of Wild Wool, Tanya Berger’s
paintings, drawings and woollens
(don't miss the woolly happy
monsters), Christmas decorations

such as pine-cone ammals bird
feeders and Marsha’s marvellous
wreaths. There will be salves and
face-cream for summer and win-
ter, pine sachets to put on your

" wood-burning stove to scent the

room, and sage smudge sticks.

On Dec. 4 only, tables will be
set up for all of you, adults and
children, to make your own orma-
ments, wreaths and bird feeders.
Come and create something beau-
tiful from nature.

And, of course, there will be "~
food and drink. Sit and enjoy

_spiced apple cider, hot chocolate

and a variety of baked delights.

* Home-made jellies will be on sale.

This is just a sampling of the ac-
tivities and many itemns on sale at
the Christmas Cottage.

Marsha Bennett ran the popu-

lar Auntie M coffee house in Min- -

den from 1991-1998 and M cof-
fee house in Markleville from
1998-2005. She is looking for-
ward to seeing old customers from
the Carson Valley at the Christmas
Cottage. She welcomes everyone
to sell home-made goods in the
Cottage; there is no fee. Just call
Marsha at (530) 694 -1748 to be a
vendor at this festive event.

TURKEY BINGO AT
HUNG-A-LEL TI :
Turkey Bingo will be held at The

Wellness Center, Hung-a-lel-ti,

" Woodfords 5-8 p.m. Saturday.

Cards will be 25 cents each and the

baskets for blackouts.
Refreshments will be served. The
proceeds will go to the Washoe
Community’s Education and Recre-
ation. Everyone is invited.
Call (530) 694 2964 for more
detaﬂs

CHRISTMAS BAKING G
Dale Bennet will be baking -
cookies and an impressive variety
of pies, including pumpkin,
peach and lemon meringue, to

* order for the holidays.

Two dollars from every sale will-

~ go towards plane tickets for three

Woodfords students to come
home for the holidays. -

The students, Miss Bennet, Miss
Burtt and Miss Pete, are attending

- Haskell College, an Indian college
- in Kansas.

Please call Dale ahead at (530)
694-0567 '

- MAGICAL

MARKLEEVILLE

'CHRISTMAS FAIRE

Next week there will be infor-
mation on the exciting Magical
Markleeville Christmas Faire, to

be held Dec. 4.

* prizes will be turkeys, and food

Hand-made hats at the AChristmasJCottége in Markleeville.. -

* Special to The R-C



Specidl fo The RC

Kirkwood Mountain Re-
sort will officially kick off the

2011-12 season today with

the first of two Preview

Weekends. :
The Resort will offer limit

ed terrain as well as rentals,
retail and food and beverage
options today through Sun-
-day and Dec. 2-4.

Kirkwood will ramp
down midweek operations
during this time to focus on
mountain preparation, snow

making and readying more .

terrain.

The resprt anticipates -
-being open for full winter

operations, seven days a

Kirkwood Mountain Resort to open today

week starting Dec. 9, howev-
er, this date may be-moved
forward with significant
snowfall.

This weekend, the lower
mountain will be open with
chair No. 5, Solitude, operat-
ing- and Race Course open
for the skiing-and riding with
Lower - Zachary to open at
some point throughout the
weekend. weather and snow
permitting,

RC - Fri., Mov.2S, 2011
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Markleeville Christmas Faire set for Dec. 4

by Joyce DeVore
Special to The R-C

The tiny town of
Markleeville will be alive
with the magic of Christmas

on Sunday, Dec. 4. Bring the’

camera and the children,
friends, and family.

Plan to arrive around 11
am and stay through the af-

" ternoon. (The Faire ends at
4pm) Check in at the Cham-
ber of Commerce for a free
walking map of Markleeville,
then explore three blocks of
holiday fun.

The Markleeville Art
Gallery will have several
artists on location and many
new holiday items. There are
lovely Christmas cards, orna-
ments, jewelry, and fine art.
An artist or two might set up
easels to capture the beauty
of the mountain town. Look

- for the portrait artist, who
can render your likeness in
about 30 minutes for a mod-
est charge. k

1

Intero Real Estate will host |

a jeweler ‘who will be
demonstrating her tech-
niques as well as having
unique earrings, bracelets,
and pendants for sale.

In front of the real estate
office, the Little Antelope
Valley Pack Station’ chef, Joe
Cerevhino, will be preparing
various cobblers on his out-
door fire,

Santa and Mrs. Claus will
be at the Wolf Creek Restau-
rant, where a childrens
menu will be served and
adult meals are specially

wvicad at b Ans ast Ane at

50 percent discount. Weath-
er permitting, vendors will
roast chestnuts outside the
Testaurant. ‘
Another restaurant will
“open its doors for the first
time. It is two doors down
from the Wolf Creek, and
Allie Fife, owner and chef, is
excited about showcasing
her specialty menus. Cook-
ies, cocoa, cider, and treats
will be available at several
stops around town. :
Our U.S. Post Office will
be open for you to buy

Christmas stamps and pack-’

aging supplies and to mail
cards, .

At one o'clock you are in-
vited to join a group of carol-
ers. Meet at the courthouse
Christmas tree, where Nancy
Thomburg will have copies
of some favorite songs. Plan
to walk a little with the group
and carol around town.

The General Store, next to
the court house, will have
Christmas tree cutting per-
mits available for $10 and
some local artists on site.

Marshas Mother Christ-
mas boutique on Hot
Springs Road Street will be
open, featuring lovely hand-
knit items, and right across
the street Dawn Riddle will
have hand-fashioned stone
coasters for sale.

Other local businesses will

offer hand-crafted items such .

as pine needle baskets, Yule
logs, pottery, pillows, fleecy
hats and gloves, photogra-
phy, jewelry, and greeting
cards. The number and
scove of the participants just

keeps growing: it is magicall

Weather permitting, Joyce
Coker will lead small groups
on a snow shoe tour near
town. Snowman building,
also weather permitting, will
take place in the park next to
the library. ' '

The museum will be open
and free for the day. Sample -
hot cider and cookies before
browsing the many displays,
including the old school
house, the old jail, and the
blacksmith shop.

At 2 pm., the library is
having a holiday story time,
crafts, cookie decorating and
a'visit from Santa.

The idea for the event
sprung from two local
women, Dianna Mitzner and
Evelyn Yonker, who both
wanted to bring some posi-
tive holiday spirit to our
community. It has already
generated excitement in the.
county, and we are hoping
that many of our . friends
from the Carson Valley and
beyond will visit Markleeville
on Sunday, Dec. 4, from 11
am, untl 4 p.m.

Although there are signs
indicating that some moéun-
tain passes are closed due to
snow, the road to
Markleeville is always open!
Take Highway 88 to the
Woodfords Junction and
turn on Highway -89 to
Markleeville, just six miles
away. For more information,
contact Evelyn Yonker at the
Markleeville Art Gallery 530-
694-2787  (ARTS) or
markleevilleartgallery@gmail
.com.
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Learnmg about horses

EDITOR:
Although I have always marveled at the: beau—

“ ty and strength.of horses from afar, I've been’

afraid of them since one ran off with me down
the middle of a Girl Scout camp when [ was 10™-
and threw me over a mountainside.

Sixty years later, though horses and 1. have
never bonded, T found ‘myself seated with 20
other people in a big outdoor horse arena at
Skyhawk Ranch on a beautiful big blue sky

Nevada day. We had come to a fundraiser and

we were watching an incredible exhibition.
A small girl and an equally small young boy
led two huge horses through-a series of success-

ful waining exercises.*Older -childréen demon-,

strated body work techniques that gentled and
relaxed the horses, while a teenager, bareback,
without using her hands, demonstrated compli-

~+ cated riding skills that necessitated a high level

of trust between her and her horse.

She and the other children and teenagexs on
hand were the fortunate patticipants in Barbara
Slade’s nonprofit leadership program called Be- .
tween Horses and Humans.

Barbara Slade, a former jockey and a long -
time, beloved riding teacher in the Carson Val-
ley; with great heart and extraordinary teaching

Page 10 IWednesday, November 30,2011 | wwwrecordcouner comA

skills, 'explamed what we were seeing. As 1
watched small children, - calmly, -without fear,
successfully - work . with'the. huge' animals, 1

“began to undérstand ‘the’ deep impact of her

work with troubled children who face great per-
sonal challenge and tragedy in their lives:

She explained that in the program, the high-
ly sensitive horses, through their actions and re-
sponses, mirror back to the children the state of
 their emotions: The children learn how to mod-

- ifyy their behavior anid 1 tesponses inorder to suc-
- Cessfully work 'with the horses who give them

unconditional love and acceptance. With kind-
ness, firmmness and intuitive coaching from Bar-
“bara, ‘children learn techniques and. leadership
skills with horses that, beyond the-joyful mas-
tery it gives them, teaches them how. to.deal
with their life challenges in new, posmve and life
affirming ways:

On that beautiful aﬁtumn day we wn:nessed'

miracles. And’we heard ‘miracles. A young
mother; whose husband had died, told us of her
child’s debilitating grief over her fathers death.

Between Horses and Humans Leadership Pro-
gram changed the'childs life. And there was’

hardly a dry €ye among us.

As I listened to Barbara Slade’s heartfelt com-

mitment t0 the program and to children, I un-
derstood. why, when I was an insecure, timid,
unhappy 10-year-old suffering ‘the- interior

schism of my parent’s . divorce, the: horse ran |

’ ’ ’ ) S Lauren Parola
Two children w1th Mo the horse at the Oct 22 fundralser for Horses and Humans Leadershlp Program.

. away with me. In a program like Barbara Slades,

1 might. have come to important realizations

:about life much earlier than I did

Between Horses and Humans is a vitally im-
portant nonprofit program that needs our sup-

- port. For more;information email betweenhors-
esandhumans@gma.ll com or call Barbara Slade

; o “luliana Joldersma
: - Markleeville



A Markleevﬂle Woman,

~was helicoptered to Reno for
medical treatment after an -

" accident at nghway 88and -
- Kimmerling Road on “Satur-

day evening. .

The' acadent occurred atj
_about 6:27 p.m. when a

1999 Ford Ranger driven by
18-year-old. Faith Herron of

Sunridge faﬂed to yield to'a™
2004 Honda |being driven -
-south by Markleeville Tesi- -

dent Teresa Grabham 61.

Accordmg to the. Nevada»\, .
o }ﬁghway Patrol, both:vehi- -
o cles’ were southbound on ’

Highway 88, with Herrons
vehicle in the left tum lane.
The plckups tight front
struck the !front of the

Honda

-Grabham  was taken to

i (‘Renown ‘Regional - Medical
.. Center by Care Flight after
"bemg freed from the wreck-

age of her vehicle. -
‘Herron was taken to Car-

soni- Valley: Medical Center.”

She "was ‘cited - for failure to

y1e1d the right of way. -

- A Gardnerville Womao

.’Was arrested -for second-of-
fense driving under. the n- -
fluence - and leaving - the
‘'scene of an accident after she ©
Was mvolved in a rollover ori .
" Butterfly Lane on Ihanks— -

givingnight -

-An empty Toyota Sequom
that had been in a rollover
accident was found’ along-
side the road at'8:43 pm

-Thursday. -

According to the Douglas

County - Sh/enﬁ’s Office, " the -

*Woman hehcoptered in 88 acc1dent

: ‘Stuff ReponSJ Lo - vehidle was northbound on-

“Scotti Lane when the driver

failed to negotiate the curve
and went off the right side
and down a 35-oot em- _

- bankment and tbrough a

woodern fence _
Deputies went to the ad~
dress where the. vehlde is

registered and spoke | ‘with

Momca Moline, 19, who

‘said she was driving the ve: .

“hicle. A preliminary breathk
" test revealed she had a .196

 percent blood- alcohol con-

tent. - ; ,
She was: arrested ln con-

. A
Tection “with .the incident .

and taken to Carson Valley -
Medical Center, Where she

- was examined : for mJunes

and cleared for mcarcera—
tion. A blood . sample was

taken. - ¥
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Adam Jensen/Tahoe Daily Tribune
A slder slides near Kirkwood Mountain Resort's Chair 5 on Friday afternoon.

Kirkwood Mountain
Resort opens for '11-12

by Dylan Sitver

dsilver@tahoedailytribune.com

While resorts around Lake Tahoe
pour millions. into capital improve-
ments, develop iPhone apps and raise
giant condominium complexes, Kirk-
wood Mountain Resort hangs on to a
privileged place among the region’s ski
mountains,

“Everybody whok a skier wants to ski
something legendary,” said CEO Dave
Likins. “And they're going to have to
come'to Kirkwood to do that.”

On opening day, Nov. 23, the Wood
didn' have enough snow to entirely

‘cover its precipitous peaks, but eventu-

ally they will.

“I ride Kirkwood because it’s where I
grew up riding,” said former pro snow-
boarder Ryan Kronenberg,

“And its got the deepest snow in
Tahoe and its got really good terrain as
far as free riding and big mountain rid-
ing goes.” ,

Those two elements — deep snow
and steep mountains — are all the re-
sort needs to run alongside constantly
developing competition, Likins said.

“We have something you cannot re-
create,” he said. “And the things we
don't have, we can re-create.”

Living in the area, its not difficult to
understand why people ski Kirkwood
or even to point out a Kirkwoed local.

- Drawing that certain die-hard pow-

der crew, rather than, say, the minivan
crew, is part of the mountain’s charisma.

“Its about the skiing,” Likins said.
“As long as you have the passion and re-
spect for skiing, you're going to fit in re-
ally well here.” :

Though the mountain itself won't be
changing any time soon, the resort has
done some upgrades to the visitor expe-
rience. o

After the January 2010 fire in the
power plant, a brand-new, eight-engine
plant was installed. The new power
plant, though still diesel, will be 25 per--
cent more efficient and will cut emis-
sions by 70 percent. It will also ensure
that those pesky lift stoppages will be a
thing of the past, Likins said.

The mountain is still working to-
wards connecting to the PG&E grid. A
final environmental impact report is ex-
pected with fourto six weeks,

Also new for this year, Kitkwood re-
vamped their restaurants with new
menus.

They upgraded commercial and re-
tail facilities. They've added more high-
angle grooming equipment. And they're
working on new branding and more
differentiation between their four ter-
rain parks.

Kirkwood is holding a preview
weekend today through Sunday to let
skiers try the resort. Anyone with a sea-
son pass at any resort in the Lake Tahoe
region will ski or ride for free.



‘Alpine
seeking

source of
pot trash |

Staff Reports

Alpine County authorities

are seeking information re--
garding a trash dump from.
an indoor marjjuana grow-
ing operation. :

Detectives were called to. -

Willow Creek Road of Highi-
way 89 in Home Valley after
the Forest Service reported
dumped refuse that ap-
peared suspicious.

The dump was found on -
Now. 29.. - : .
Anyone with information
about the dump is urged to

- contact the Alpine County

Sheriffs Office at (530) 694-
2231.

Man arreStéd in Markleeville 'burglary

Markleeville. Nicholas Johnson tuined
himself in after a warrant was issued for his
arrest. A flat screen television, its mounting
I items were missing from

Staff Reporfs

A 22-year-old Lafayette, Calif., man was
arrested in Alpine County on Monday in
connection with an August burglary in . the wall.

RC Wel. Dec- 7,301

Alpine sheriff
warns of

- e-commerce

SCams

St_uff Reports _

The Alpine County Sher- -

iff's Office is warning resi-

dents of several phishing

scarns involving e-mail.
“People are rteceiving e-
mails attempting to deceive
users into ‘clicking the link’
or opening attachments’ to
seemingly real websites re-
garding holidays season
‘deals’. . ‘
Tips for avoiding being
scammed include: :
Never click on links in e-
mails. If you do think the e-
mail is legitimate, whether
from a third party retailer or
primary retailer, go to the
site and log on directly.
Never open the attach-
ments. Typically, retailets

| will not send e-mails withat- .

tachments.

Do not give out personal
information over the phone
or in an e-mail unless com-
pletely sure. If contacted
over the phone by someone

| claiming to be a retailer or

collection agency, do mot
give out your personal.infor-

‘mation. Ask them to provide

you their name and-4 call-

{ back number. Just because
they may have some of your.

information does not mean

 théy are legitimate. Again, be
" careful when providing any
information over the phone.

-brackets and othe

A Christmas treat
EDITOR:

Yes, there is a Santa Claus. Or

» - Or perhaps about
a dozen of them. On Friday night, V&Ir)e]l after °
dark,. there was a knock at my door. There in
the. bitter cold stood a cluster of teens, grins on
their faces and music in their hands.

Thex proceeded to serenade me with a cheer-
ful Christmas carol, then handed me a candy

- cane taped to a piece of green construction

paper, with the message: “Me i
frgm the neighborhood %qu S(I)T,ytoCAhIIr]lsatrrlgzs
Eh Kayla, Keaton, Kelsey, Qlivia, Shirley and
.fnends, a huge thank you for sharing the real
Joy of the season. You were the best Christmas
present ever. -
Karen Dustman
Markleeville

KO- Wed Dec 2w,
Ao
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ALPINE

-Former Alpme Judge Cook remembered

Staff Repons

Retired Alpine County Su-
perior Court Judge John Hi-
lary Cook, 82, died at his
home in Woodfords on Nov.

- 21,2011.

- Born July: 14, 1929, in
Turlock, Calif., to William
Coburn and Ruth Elizabeth
Hedman Cook, he grew up
with older brothers’Gale, Je-
remy, and Geoflrey, along
with younger sister Corinne.

He attended elementary
and high schools in Turlock
before going on to UC
Berkeley, where he graduat-
ed in 1951 with a degree in
political science.-

His parents built a sum-

“‘mer cabin in Woodfords in -

1939. He worked summers
for the county road depart-
ment and other county agen-
cies while attendmg law
-school.”

‘He was a member of the -

crew that completed the
otiginal surveys for the con-

struetion of Monitor Pass,
work that had to be done
from horseback.

Following his active duty
from 1951-1954 in the U.S.
Coast Guard, Cook attended
Hastings College of the Law,
graduating with his bachelor
of law and juris doctor de-
grees in 1958,

It was while living in San
Francisco and attending

" Hastings that he met Virginia

Louise Dunipace, a school- . | &

teacher and soon-to-be-
stewardess from Ohio. They
were married in 1957 and
lived together for 54 years:

" They lived in Turlock for 13
" years and Woodfords for the -

following 40 years.
Cook was elected district

attorney “for Alpine County

from 1963-1971, and he
served as attorney for the
City of Turlock from 1967-
1969, C

Much of his career paral—
leled that of his father
Coburn, who served as Tur-

Speaal to The R-C
Retired Alpine County Judge lohn Hi-
lary Cook died Nov. 21 at his home
in Woodfords

lock city attorney for 20
years and Alpine County dis-
trict attorney for seven years.

For two years, Cook prac-
ticed with Lin Griffith. Cook
also took on the duties of at-
torney for Turlock Irrigation

" District, a position his broth-
-er had held from 1953-1969

and their father had held
from 1943-1953. In 1971,

Cook was appointed by Gov.
Ronald Reagan to serve -as

| . judge of the Alpine County

Superior Court. His brother

Jeremy administered - the -

oath of office.
He was the first judge in
‘the - Mono Lake trials,

brought by the Mono Lake

Committee and a number of

environmental groups
against the L.A. Department
of Water and Power over
water diversion and the pub-
lic-trust doctrine in the Save
Mono Lake efforts,

He presided over a ski in-
jury lawsuit where attorneys
went through a panel of
more than 200 citizens with-
out seating a jury.

When there were no more
names left on the list, Cook
invoked a law out of the Old
West that empowered the
sheriff to round up any able-

bodied man or -woman he -

saw in town. ]
The sheriff summoned the
local banker, bank cus-

- tomers, four men hldlng be-

hind the saloon; and a visit-

‘ing fisherman 1o’ complete

the jury. ,

Cook was re-elected four
times without opposition,
serving -on the Superior
Court of Alpine County for
20 years until he retired in
1991.

He was active in both the
Coventry Cross Episcopal
Church of Minden and St.
Francis Anglican” Church of

Turlock.

He belonged to the Genoa
and  Turlock  Masonic
Lodges.

He was an avid hunter,
and he fly-fished the Carson

" River behind his house for as

long as he was able. He en-
joyed gardening, raising fruit
and flowers.

He was known for dnvmg
black corivertibles with
white tops, and he didn'
hesitate to take them on
dusty, rocky back roads.

“His preferred route was

‘always the ‘road less trav-

elled’ as he. explored the
West throughout his life,”
family members said. ’

He is survived by wife Vir-
ginia Louise Dunipace Cook;
children Cris  (Jacques)
Etchegoyhen of Minden, .
Tim (Sandi) Cook of Tur-.
lock, Calif., and David Cook
of Jensen Beach, Fla.; grand-
children Dominique (Laima)
Etchegoyhen of Reno, Karina
Cook of Turlock, and Ryan
Cook of Huntington Lake; -
and  great-grandchildren
Vytis and Liepa Etchegoyhen
and Kacen Cook,

Memorial services will be
held in Alpine County and
Turlock at later dates.

In lieu of flowers, dona- -

" tions may be made to the

Alpine Parents Club Scholar-
ship Fund, 35 Hawkside
Drive, Markleeville, CA
96120.

Arrangements are in the
care of McFarlane Mortuary
of South Lake Tahoe.



' ed not to have a ‘tree for Chnst- .

~mas, I'm not ‘comfortable with this
1dea‘ T've been’ uneasy for days 1

: f.pulled up ‘behind me. You thmk
|~ youare not doing- anything -
| .- wrong, But check all your gauges
~ anyway, glancing in the mirror,
| - waiting for the patrol car to pass.

~was wamng for the holiday police: -

‘pull me over and ask me, wha
I think I was doing? .-

! o‘i‘Srearé %Mﬁegdt{’eﬁ ﬁ‘Fb 2

d/ ' és and cocoa passgd around‘

“hide and seek in the woods.

s just immediate family s

V 1 the truck, there is a lot of dis

ssion-on: what tree to get, wher
and ‘when. Pictures are taken an
memories made. - :

“This year no tree, 6 trekii
woods, no pics. So I asked m

. hushand to tell me about his aml- f
- ly tree cutting expenences
o ‘make up for the orie we-were not

rrrrrrr

R A Decd 'io)_/‘ \

frees in Fallon were: scrawny She:

lways wanted the perfect fu
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- tree that barely fit in the corner Wmdow
of the front room. We always cut a real
- tall tree to get extra branches to hang on -

the front door.

- “We would drive up into the moun-
- tains. I wont tell you where ‘cuz those are
. the best spots. No. Mosdy, I can't remem-

“ber exactly where we

went. Just that we.

_drove til e had to put chains on all four -

. wheels of the pickup and the Jeep, then..

still kept driving until the truck almost-

" got stuck.- Then we left the girls in'the

truck with grandma, and we men would
- go on with the Boss. That was Mom. She

“had the findl say in the tree we go,
wanted, the perfect one. Sometimy

t. She
es we

- even ended up bringing two home so she
- ~could think about which one she wanted.

~up/in lots in town. So
“"any kids who wanted

- We would give the other one away.
7 “When I got to be a teenager, farm-*
: grown trees from Oregon started to show

Mom would take-
to go alonglto town

-~ to get a tree. Mom liked those trees: They

*were full, professionally pruned. She

would pick one, tie it

statlon wagon, and bri

- Nice story, but I st

ety So 1 went and ro0

- back cellar where Iha

things of my parents 2

- There I found a 2-foo

green plastic, rotating

tached bulbs. Perfect

window of the front'n

" Glowing like the light

" Enjoy the hohday seas
takes you.

to the top of the |
ing it home.” |

1 had No-Tree anxi-
ted around in the

d stored some

after they passed

t tall, fiber-optic,

tree with pre-at-".
It is in the corner
6om rotating now.

s on a patrol car. }f
son, whereverit -

Mane Johnson isa Carsc

n Valley rancher
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Bennetts celebrate
60 years of marriage

Staff Reports

Woodfords  residents
Darlene and John Benmett
celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anmiversary Sept. 10,
2011,

The couple met May 6,

1946, at an American Le-

- gion Picnic at Mickey’s

Grove Park in Lodi, Calif.
John was a Corpordl in the
Marine Corps; stationed-in
Treasure Island Calif., and

Darlene was a junior at-

tending Lodi High School.-
They were married Sept.
8, 1951, in Lodi, Calif.
Darlene was a stay at
home mother raising four

children; however on occa- -

sion would work summers
at the wineries as a weight-
master. Darlene and John

are members of the Alpine -

County Community
Church and Darlene serves
on the church board and is
the church organist.

John served on the
Alpine County Sheriffs De-

 Special to The R-C
Woodfords residents Darlene
and John Bennett celebrated
their 60th wedding anniver-
sary Sept. 10,2011,

partment, where he retired,
on March 3, 1985, after 30
years of .law enforcement
and served two terms on
the Alpine County Board of
Supervisors. i

John and Darlene moved
to Alpine County, Calif., in
1997.

They have four children:
John, Dan, Kathy and Jeff;
eight grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren. -




State

Staff Reporis

Despite descriptions of in-
festation by insects, rodents
and bats, and security . that

- couldn't prevent a break-in by

a bear, on Tuesday the state of
California’s Judicial Council
officially canceled the Alpine
County courthouse project,
citing high cost and small
caseload.

The cost-cutting will save
the states court construction
fund more than $26 million.

The council has directed its’

staff to work on a plan to ad-
dress future needs for the
courthouse as a facility modi-
fication as money becomes
available. '

In a letter, Alpine County
presiding Judge David DeVore
said the courthouse has no
holding cell and no storage for
records, and no place for at-
torneys to confer with clients.

“Most of the records are in a
rented storage facility in a
Nevada town some 25 miles
away,” DeVore said. “The up-
stairs entrance requires navi-
gating two separate sets of
steps and an uncovered walk-
way which is impossible for
those with disabilities under

The historic Alpine County Courthouse in Mar

placed. :

any circumstances.”

DeVore called trials “securi-
ty nightmares,” in his letter.

“Our building and court-
room do not accommodate
the number of jurors we must
summon for even modest
matters, and the parking is in-
adequate to handle their cars,
which requires us to rent from
the county a meeting hall sev-
eral miles away where we
must set up a rough court-
room using folding chairs and

AT

Shannon Litz/R-C file photo
kleeville is due to be re-

‘tables, and additional security

for the remote and vulnerable
setting.”

DeVore is concerned the
cancellation will prevent the
court from even being able to
rehabilitate the court’s present
building, - :

“There presently are only
two private parcels suitable
and potentially available, in
addition to the possibility of
acquisition and rehabilitation

of the existing building,” he

courthouse

wrote. “The latter is the prefer-
able option to our court, the
AOC team, our Public Adviso-
ry Group. Much work has
been done to make to' pro-
posed -project acceptable to
the county, and if not pursued
to fruition that option may be

lost forever as the county has -

expressed an interest in reha-
bilitating and using the build-

ing for its own purposes. The -

private parcels are listed . for
sale and if both do sell and the
county determines to convert
the building for its use the

" prospects for finding a suitable

location’ would be virtually
nil.” :

The courts sought to re-
duce costs after the California
Legislature redirected $310
million in judicial branch
funds set aside for courthouse

~ construction to the general

fund.

The bill increased fines and
fees to help raise money to pay
for courthouse construction.
Since 2009, more than $1.1
billion in funding originally
designated for courthouse
construction has been bor-
rowed, swept to the general
fund, or redirected to court
operations.

Kirkwood Mountain

Resort opens Saturday

Staff Reports '
Kirkwood Mountain Resort will open for daily op-

erations starting Saturday. ‘ ‘
The resort will offer skiing and riding on chair No.

5 Solitude, chair No. 11 The Reut and chair No. 1
* Snowkirk, accessing terrain for the beginner through.

advanced skier and rider.

Tickets are $49 for an adult with junior, child and
senior discount rates available. In addition, kids 12
years old ‘and under ski and ride for free Dec. 19-23
with the purchase of a regularly priced full day adult
lift ticket. '

To Kkick off the holidays and thank all locals for their
continued support, Kirkwood is offering free skiing
and riding for locals on Tuesday. Locals need ‘only
present a valid ID at the Kirkwood ticket office to'show
they are full-time residents of Alpine, Amadoror Eldo-
rado counties to qualify.

Snowmaking is currently under way on chair No. 6
The Cornice Express and the resort is committed to
have top to bottom skiing for the holiday period. Kirk-
wood is also offering Kids and Adult Ski School in full
operation, more Terrain Park features and an AirBag, a
new temporary feature that softly catches skiers and
riders after hitting a jump allowing them to try new
tricks,

“We have great conditions and want to entice skiers
and riders to come on up and see what it is all about,”
says Dave Likins, CEO of Kirkwood Mountain Resort.

To stay up-to-date on Kirkwood's snow conditions,
view the webcam and latest video visit wwwlkirk-
wood.com or visit the Kirkwood Facebook page
www.facebook.com/kirkwoodmtn.





