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LPI E 
ild and scenic river open houses next week 

Staff Reports 

Trout Unlimited and California 
Trout are having two open hous­
es in Markleeville.and South Lake 
Tahoe to discuss a locally based 
proposal for wild and scenic river 
designation for the Upper Truck­
ee River in Meiss Meadows. 

The South Lake Tahoe open 
house IS 4-7 p.m. Tuesday at the 
El Dorado County Library,1000 
Rufus Allen Blvd. The 
Markleeville open house is 3-6 
p.m. ·. Wednesday at the Alpine 
County Library, 270 Laramie St., 
Markleeville. 

Trout Unlimited and California · 
Trout believe the Upper Truckee 
River running free through Meiss . 

· Meadows is worthy of wild and 
scenic river designation under 
the Wild and Scenic River Act of 

'1968. . 
The Lake Tahoe Basin Manage-

. ment Unit and Pacific Southwest 
. Regirm of the United States Forest 
Service currently recommend 
Wild and Scenic designation for · 
the Upper Truckee in a 1990 
management plan and subse~ 
quent 1999 report. 

The Upper Truckee River has a 
special mix of recreation, scenic, 
and historic values that are all 
considered outstandingly re-

markable. The largest watershed 
feeding· Lake Tahoe, annually 
supplying between 20-30 per­
cent of all flowing water, it has 
scenic landforms, attractive 
meadows, and easy access, at­
tracting various backcountry 
users. 

In addition to these values, 
self-sustaining populations of La­
hontan cutthroat trout and high­
ly valued. early summer deer 
fawning habitat provide for spe- · 

· cial natural values. 
The combination of these val­

ues indicates that this stream can 
clearly be considered a candidate 
representing eastside Sierran 
streams and a worthy addition to 
the National System of Wtld and 
Scenic Rivers. 

Guests of the open houses will 
learn more about this campaign, 
ask questions and provide feed­
back. Trout Unlimited and Cali-

. fornia Trout:S goal is to make this 
process as inclusive and transpar­
ent as possible, _and they want to. ·· 
incorporate all the needs and 
concerns that residents of El Do­
rado and Alpine Counties might 
have with such a designation. 

For more information about 
this topic, contact David Lass by 
email at dlass@tu.org, or by 
phone at (530) 587-7110. 

Karen Ostrow/Special to the Tahoe Daily Tribune 
Sue Henson is surrounded by a field of lupine and paintbrush as she points out the view near Meiss Meadow in 2008. 



I .A young life hanging by a length of twine 
Last month was calf hide and 

seek, this month its tag. 
I went to feed the other morn­

FENCE 
LINES 

by Marie 
Johnson 

ing, and a calf 
had crawled 
through broken 
manger boards 
and was standing 
by the haystack 
chewing on a foot 
of baling twine 
hanging .out of his 
mouth. Wanted to 
address gun con- . 
trol, gun violence 
right here, but 
first need to get 

that twine out of the calf before 
he swallows it all, plugging his 

· gut. The race is on. .. . 
He chews and runs. I tun and 

grab .. Twice around the hay stack, 
up and down along the manger 
until he figures how to climb 
back into the manger to the field 
with his mommy. His clambering 

over the manger boards gives me 
a chance at a feeble grab at the 
dangling strand, pulling out a few 
more inches. 

Following twine and calf 
through the boards I find myself · 
between cows who want their 
breakfast. They do not move away 
from the manger. They are not 
concerned I am ~mong them, but 
I am. To announce myself I calm- · 
ly; quietly repeat, . "nice cows, nice 
cows, help me catch that little 
guy." . 

Moving cautiously around the 
protective mothers and their huge 
hind legs I make a few quick dis­
crete grabs at the slippery twine, 
getting enough out it now touch­
es the ground. The calf's back 
hooves start to catch on it, slow­
ing-him and pulling out even 
more. The chase moves- to the 
, sagebrush, away from the manger.· 

Sagebrush snags even more 
twine and slows the calf. Soon I 

am close enough to stomp one 
foot on the twine and. reach do"Yll 
to grab a firm hold. After one 
missed quick back hoof kick 
aimed at my head as I bend over, 
the calf darts off leaving his twine. 
Tag over I finish feeding, .check 
the ditch to break ice for cow 
water, then head back to the 
house. 

There are guns in my house. 
They belong to my spouse and 
our boys. They use therri for 
hunting, sporting clays and to 
warn off coyotes. Once, if I was a 
decent shot, I may have shot a 
pack of dogs taking down one of 
my pregnant cows. But before I 
could figure out loading the rifle 
the neighbor shot off a few 
rounds from his .22 scaring off 
the dogs. - ·· 

pared to do if carrying it for self­
defense. Then arming more peo- , 
ple with guns around children is a 
terrible idea. Also who protects 
innocents from a protectors' gun 
when it goes bad. The former lA 
police officer killing his own illus­
trates that danger. 

Do I know how to control gun 
violence? No, It seems to be a 
symptom. An extreme symptom 
of fear, despair, offeeling disen­
franchised, of encouraged hate, of 
anger, frustration of not being 
heard, understood or respected. 
Maybe controlling that could con-
trol our guns. _ 

What I do know is, nothing is 
served by escalating 0Jllerica's gun 
culture into a personal arms race. 
Now I have to fix the feed 
manger, and we need more snow. 

I do not own a gun for self-de-
fense. I do not have the mind set Marie Johnson is a Carson Valley 
to kill someone with one. Which rancher. 
is what a person must be pre- l,tlJ. ,:..1eJo I~, ::,.,0 I~ · R,e 
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IE 
Man Who died at Burnside 
Lake had drugs in his system 
Stoff Reports 

A Gardnervi.lle resident 
had methamphetamine and 
THC in his system when he 

· died of exposure at Burn­
side lake last fall, an autop­
sy revealed Wednesday. 
. Roderick Paul Clifton, 

44, died of 
hypother­
mia accord­
ing to El Do­
rado Pathol­
ogy due to 
prolonged 

Clifton exposure. 
Alpine 

Undersheriff Robert Levy 
said that the cause of death 
was · consistent with the 
scene where Clifton'.s body. 
was found. 

Toxicology reports re­
vealed the drugs, Levy said. 

Clifton and Gardnerville 
resident Paula Lane drove 
to Burnside Lake on Nov. 
29, 2012, on their way 
home from a visit to Califor­
nia where Clifton had ac­
quired a 1989 Jeep. 

He drove the Jeep from 

Scott Neuffer 
The entrance to Burnside Lake Road in early December after snow stor:ms struck. 

Pickett's Junction, around a 
locked gate, and seven . 
miles to Burnside lake 
where the vehicle became 

. mired in. the mud just be­
fore a snowstorm struck. 
With no cell phone recep­
tion, the couple was 
trapped and no one knew 

where they were. 
Lane said Clifton tried to 

walk down Burnside Lake 
Road for help on the morn­
ing of Nov. 30 as snow was 

·falling. 
After spending three 

nights alone in the vehicle, 
Lane tried to walk out 

through 3 feet of snow, 
coming across. Clifton's 
body about a mile from the 
Jeep. She spent the next two 
nights in the wilderness 
until her brother comman­
deered a CalTrans front­

· loader and drove up the 
road to find her on Dec. 5. 
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Mushers offer tours of 6-mile Hope Valley loop 
by Virginia York 

After you go through Picketts 
Junction and over the West Fork 
of the Carson River, driving west 
on Highway 88, glance over to the 
right and there you may see an 
old trnck \vith a blue top and a 
white bottom, parked perpendic­
ularly to the road. On closer ex­
aminati<2_n, you will notice th.at the 
trnck has 10 dog boxes. This 
trnck belongs to the Husky Ex­
press Dog Sled Tours owned by 
Dotty Dennis and Dave Beck, in 
operation since 1992. 

Dotty and Dave and eight 
huskies do one tour a day; by 
reservation. The tout is a six mile 
loop in Hope Valley; takes about 
one hour and costs $245, for up 
to two adults and one or two 
small children .. 

Recently; I was invited to ride 
on the .back of the business' 1980 
snowmobile during a tour (the 
other snowmobile is a 1970 
which Dave uses to groom the 
trail, and to drag a gadget which 
puts in ski tracks as a service to 
skiers). 

Preparations for the tour are a 
joy to behold. The huskies bark 
excitedly in anticipation as one by 
one they are attached to the lines. 
They rnn in pairs. Leaders (not all 
dogs want this responsibility), 

Special to The R-C 
Husky Express Dog Sled Tours is owned by Dotty Dennis and Dave Beck in Hope 
Valley, who offer winter-time tours. 

point dogs, team dogs, and wheel 
dogs nearest the sled, and then 
the low-gear dogs, who do the 
heaviest pulling .. Most _of the dogs 
.are retired racers between five and 
10 years old, many part grey­
hound for speed. Once the com­
mand ("Hike" is used rather than 
"Mush") is given all barking ceases 
and the dogs spring forward into 
a graceful lope, poetry in motion. 

Dotty drives the sled while 
Dave takes the snowmobile dis­
creetly through the trees, monitor­
ing the progress of the team and 
providing poop patrol. The pas-

sengers on the tour I accompa­
nied were Rick Jones and Sheri 
Lehrbaum of Carson City. 

The idea of dog sledding oc­
curred to Sheri while she was 
searching the internet for a special 
Valentine's Day activity to share 
with Rick and she was delighted 
to find Husky farpress in the area. 

The tour in Hope Valley is ex­
traordinarily beautiful, surround­
ed by snow-covered peaks and 
dense forest; although there are 
roads on two sides of the Valley 
there is an atmosphere of en­
chanting seclusion. On that day 

the sun slione from a pure blue 
sky onto the glistening snow. As 
we approached a couple of friend­
ly cross-country skiers Dave asked 
them t_o hold their dogs while the 
team passed by, to ensure canine 
harmony. At the end of the tour 
the dogs rest; they eat the snow 
(Dave says it cleans their teeth) 
drink water and enjoy a cookie. 

Dotty first became interested in 
dog sledding in Las Vegas in 
1973. She raced in the three dog 
class \vith German Shepherds in 
Brianhead, Utah. In 1979 she 
worked on the Iditarod as a han­
dler for the late Susan Butcher 
who won this race four times. She 
returned to the Iditarod in 1984, 
as a handler for the Norwegian, 
Kari Skogen. In the 1980s she 
raced in Oregon with six dogs and 
travelled with two other women 
and 18 dogs to races in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota. Dotty has a 7 -
year-old grandson, Zachary who is 

· following in her footsteps. He has 
rnn in Chester where he was the 
only child in the race. Husky Ex­
press is a member of Sierra Neva­
da Dog Drivers which puts on the 
Chester and Trnckee races and 
musher clinics. 

In 1969, Dave was working in 
avalanche rescue when he was 
called to help find 10 Boy Scouts 
buried by an avalanche in the San 

Bernardino Mountains. The boys 
died. In 1971 he went to a · 
demonstration ori avalanche dogs 
by Sandy Bryson, now Alpine 
County local. Dave was inspired 
by the rescue implications and 
within a month had his own Ger­
man shepherd, Guinness; the two 
became extensions of each·other. 
· He trained Guinness and all his 

other rescue dogs, in his own way. 
Dave is the father of the Sierra 
High Route which he created in 
197_5 with local contractor, Nick 
Hartzell, who was living in Dave's 
basement in Berkeley. 

The route rnns along the crest 
of the Western Divide, one of the 
main mountain ridg~s that comes 
into the Sierra, and goes frorri 
Mineral King to north of Mount 
Whitney. 

It takes six days to ski. He in­
cluded the route in the 1980 sec­
ond edition of his book, Ski Tour­
ing in California, which sold 
12,000 copies; the Sierra High · 
Route became very popular. Sierra 
Ski Touring is a part of Dave and 
Dottys business, though since 
Daves recent knee surgery they 
have relied more on dog-sledding. 

For a dog sled tour contact Dave and 
Dotty at (775) 782-3047 or huskyx92 
@gmail.com Also check sierraskitour­
ing.com. 



Wayward bullmea'.ns early branding season 
. . 

Branding a month early this 
year because WaTh:er, our bull, 
waTh:s through fences to get to the 
cows. Which brings calves ~arly. 
Causing branding to be early 
.Ma!ch, rather than mid April. Be- . 

. for~ pulling every dollar out of a 
blaae of grass the first ranchers __ 
h,ere rhay have eien branded in -

· _ Mar: But over the last 50 years, as 
far back as anyone out here re-

1 members, branding happens in 
April-. Another change. , 

As the generation before us, we 
use a branding table. Calves can 
bi.a couple hundred pounds for 
it. Working bigger calf 6n the 
table can be unmanageable. While 
calves too young or small can get 

FENCE 
LINES 

· by Marie_ 
Johnson 

overly stressed, 
even hurt. Two­
three months old 
and 200-250 
pounds is optimal · 
for our branding. 
_ Part of our 

process when him­
dling calves is to 
give them Bose to 
lessen the chance 
of white musck · 
di,sease, Vibrio to 

fight diarrhea, Copper; and 8-Way, 
to prevent Blackleg, Malignant 
Edema, and. Redwater which can 
come from the common bacteria · 
in warm soil. And years ago they 
use to give growth hormones. 

Until the birth of our sons, and 
then me learning to help with 
branding, I did not know growth 
hormones were normally given to 

. calves. After participating in my 
first branding I asked why we 
were injecting implants behind 
the calves ears and essentially into _ 
my food supply. · 

Companies that sold the . 
growth hormones to my husband 
marketed them saying the cost of 
the implants and the extra time to 
give them would be recouped in 
added weight gain on the calves, 

I did not want to eat even a 
trace of growth hormones, mar­
riage and pregnancy was working 

want my new sons to either. Fig­
ured other moms didn't want their 
children to eat them either. So out 
here we_ quickly stopped using 
implants. And our calves still 
weigh in the 750- 850 pounds 
range at weaning. little change. 
· We don'rgive antibiotics as a 
regular practice out here either 
unless a calf is so sick it will not 
survive without them. This year 

. (knock on wood) we have not 
had to give any antibiotics, or 
drench. The scours that did show 
cleared up on their ·own after a 
few days. This year it is a 100 per­
cent liv_e calf crop. All of them 

well on its own for me. I did not · See Brand on page 11 

- ~ (!., w'e.li /Ylarc/.. G1.;J.pi3 
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Brand 
Continued from page 1 0 

eating grass with their 
mommies out there in the 
field. A nice change. 

· In ranching changes 
come slow. The phrase, "If it 
ain't broke don't fix it," is 
basic philosophy. What has 
been working, and working 

well, is hard to give up. But 
when you can see a shift to­
ward a healthy, clean supply 
of locally grown food you 
think hard how you might 
be part of that shift. Just like 
"climate change," as much 
as some want to deny it,. we 
are part of that shift too. 

Changes will come to fu­
ture cattle operations. 
Maybe one day we won't 
need to brand. Save that 

stress from the calf, and the 
rancher. But until animals 
can identify themselves, 
find their way home after 
wondering through fences, 
and control their m:vn hor­
monal urges we will brand 
with one eye on the future 
and one eye on the red hot 
iron. 

Marie Johnson is a Carson Val­
ley rancher. 
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Small mountain stream source of life-giving water 
by Chris Katopothis 
Alpine Watershed Group 

The West Fork of the Carson River starts · 
as a small mountai!} stream flowing out of 
the Lost Lakes along the Sierra crest near 
Carson Pass, and meanders. down'lhe east­
ern slo.pe of the Sierra into Hope Valley 
Meadow. Within the Hope Valley reach, the 
river has been joined by several smaller trib­
utary streams, and can provide flows able to 
support the well-known trout fishery in 
Hope Valley. However, the river in this reach 
is not currently fun~tioning at its full poten­
tial to support self-sustaining wild fish popu­
lations and adequate tiparian habitat for 
wildlife. The upper West Fork Carson River 
is also relied upon as an ongoing source of 
abundant clean water for downstream users. 

At least partly as a result of various histor­
ical land uses and ongoing recreational im­
pacts, the stream channel in large portions of 
Hope Valley Meadow is incised and down­
cutting the channel, resulting in loss of con­
nection to natural floodplain areas in the 
meadow. Riparian vegetation is present only 
intermittently. This in tum results in areas of 
unstable banks and instream habitat that 
lacks c,:omplexity and provides limited cover 
for fish and wildlife. 

In 2011, American Rivers began leading a 
multi-partnership effort to assess restoration 
needs in Hope Valley Meadow and develop 
designs to improve hydrologic.function and 
wildlife habitat within the meadow. The 
overall goal of the Hope Valley Restoration 

Workers in the watershed in Alpine County. 

Project is to restore the full range of ecosys­
tem services that this highly-visible and well­
known meadow has the potential to provide 
including: natural water storage, flood atten­
uation, cooling and filtering of water, aquatic 

with water quality monitoring, streamflow 
monitoring and photo monitoting in Hope 
Valley. Field trainings began in May 2012, 
with a number of outings and data collec­
tion conducted through the 2012 field sea­
son. A team of Meadow Stewards has 
learned to nieasure tiver flow using United 
States Geological Survey approved equip­
ment, and to maintain and download data 
collected by digital loggers at each monitor­
ing site. Information collected by Meadow 
Stewards will help to inform the restoration 
planning process, as well as establish base­
line data for surface water characterization 
before any potential restorations are imple­
mented. 

The 2013 Meadow Stewards field season 
will begin in Mayt'.)une and continue into 
fall, as weather and flow conditions pennit. 
'Ne welcome new volunteers! We can pro­
vide training for anyone interested in con­
ttibuting to the monitoring efforts in Hope 
Valley. Join the Hope Valley Meadow Stew­
ards team and enjoy spending some time 

- working in this beautiful and unique Siena 
Nevada meadow, while at the same time 
gathering valuable information as restoration 
planning continues. 

Special to The R-C If you would like to learn more about the 
project visit www.alpinewatershedgroup.org 
or if you are interested in volunteering in the 
field, please contact me at 
awg.chris@gmail.com or 530-694-2327. 

and riparian habitat, and recreational values. 
Alpine \i\Tatershed Group has partnered 

with Friends of Hope Valley and American 
Rivers to recruit and· train volunteer "Mead­
ow Stewards" who are interested in helping 

Chris Katopothis is watershed coordinator for the 
Alpine Watershed.Group 
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Alpine open 
house set for new 
forest supervisor 
Staff Report . 

Alpine.residents will have an op­
portunity to meet new Humboldt­
Toiyabe National Forest Supervisor 
Bill Dunkelberger this month. 

An open house will be 9:-10:30 
a.m. Thursday at the Marklee­
viJie Guard Station, 55 Turtle Rock 
Road. 

Dunkelberger follows Jeanne 
Higgins as the·Humboldt-Toi­
yab~ National Forest Su:eervisor. 

jurisdictions and stakeholders .. 
Ile also served as the Arapaho · 

National Recreation Area Manag~ 
er ·on the Arapaho-Roosevelt Na­
tionalForests and Pawnee N.ation- • 
al Grassland for four years before. 
moving to Bishop. · Dunkelberg- . 
er began his career with the Forest· 
Senrice in 1980 as the L·ead Wil­
derness Ranger on the Mt. Baker­
Snoqualmie National Forest. 

The Hu:rnboldt-Toiya:be is the . 
· largest National Forest in the low­

er :48 states. The Carson Ranger 
District is one of 10 Ranger Dis­
tricts for this Forest. Carson Dis­
trict Ranger Genny Wilson reports 
directly to the Forest Supervisor. 

He previously served as the San 
Juan Public Lands' Associate Cen­
ter Manager (Deputy Forest Super­
visor and Associate ELM Manag- . · 
er) in southwest Colorado for four 
years. 

In 2002, Dunkelberger became 
the Field Manager for the ELM 
Bishop Field Office with land man­
agement responsibilities in Cal-· 
ifornia's Eastern Sierra and co­
ordination with adjacent Nevada_ 

The District covers about 400,000 
acres, with lands in both California 
and Nevada. 

Another open house is 4-6 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Galena Creek 

· Visitor Center on 18250 Mt. Rose 
Highway. 
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Replanting 
begi11s · 
on Alpine 
County burn 
~taff Reports_ 

Beginning Tuesday, repla11ting on 
81 acres burned in the 2011 Airport 
fire will be replanted by local, state 
and federal workers. 

The Bureau of Land Management,. 
Carson City District, American For­
ests, Nevada Conservation Corps, and 
Alpine County.are.to reforesting areas 
burned by the fire. This 2011 fire · 
burned 81 acres ofBLM and Alpine 
County managed land located.near 
the Indian Creek Recreation Area and 

. · Alpine County Airport. 
• Last fall, the BLM andAlpine 

County dev~loped an agreement. 
which allowed for consistent refor­
estation of the fire area across the · 
two ownerships. The BLM will use. 
federal fire rehabilitation •funds to · 
plant 30 acres, and the 51 acresin the 
Alpll}e County portion of the fire will 
be fµnded from American Forests' . 
. Global ReLeaf, a Grant Program: 

The planting of 25,000 Jeffrey pine 
seedlings will be completed by a Ne­
vada Conservation Corps crew and is 
expected to.hke two weeks; weather· 
permitting. !The crew members are 
AmeriCorps volunteers engaged in 
national service to earn money for 

· . stud~nt lo!ms or future coursework. 
· For many of these volunteers, this will 
be their first large scale reforestation . 
project. . .. . . 
. TJ:iis prdject uses fun~;and pa.rt-:-:--- . 
, ners !to insure the reforestationof this 
highly visible, economically impor-

. tant; and ecologically challenging site, 
· offici~s said. .Ari interpretive sign will 
be installed at the site this summer 
descn'bing the efforts between these· . 
partner~ in creating this future forest. · 



1ts 

TRIBE 
From page 1 

Dresslerville residents to prevent removal 
of the current tribal vice-chair based on 
their frivolous letter of supp01t that the 
tribal council accepted without verify-
ing. signatures that these individuals were 
Washoe tribal members and current resi­
dents of the community;' the petition said. 
"It is the responsibility of the Chairper­
son to (help) and facilitate Tribal Council 
meetings and ensure proper procedures 
are followed. Ms. Batchelor allowed both 
Dresslerville representatives to the tribal 
council to vote to prevent their removal 
from Tribal Council, not following protocol 
which is direct conflict of interest:' 

According to one source, St~ve Je~·ome­
Wyatt wiiting for the Affiliated Obsidian 
Nation, more than 300 Washoe signed 

· the petition to recall Batchelor, which is 
more people than voted for the top three 

candidates in the 2010 election wh~re she 
defeated Tribal Chairman Waldo Walker 
124-85 votes. Former Chairman Vernon 
Wyatt received 73 votes. 
In addition to tlie handling of the 

Dresslerville Council, Batchelor was also 
accused of creating a paid position for the 
vice chairman even thougp a number of 
other positions were eliminated, the peti­
tiori said. 

Batchelor was elected to the Tribal 
9ouncil as a representative from Stewrut in 
2006 and had previously served as the vice 
chairwoman of the Stewart colony. 

The last election saw a significant change 
in the nibal Council, returning orily one 
incumbent. 

According to the Tribe's website, it is or­
ganized under the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June 18, 1934: The tribe's govern~ 
ment consists of four community councils 
including Stewart, Carson, Dresslerville 
and Woodfords. 

'l '"'· 
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. ,. Douglas County's Hometown 1-..-... :ipapt:rsmce 1880 Wednesday, March 27, 2013 

Wash· e Tribe recalls· chairwoman 
by Kurt Hildebrand · 
khildebrand@recordcourier,i:om 

- Washoe nibal Chairwoman 
Wanda Batchelor reportedly has 
beeri removed from office by the 
tribe after a meeting in Woodfords 
on Monday night. 

Batchelor, who was the first wom­
an elected to lead the tribe, was the 
subject of a recall petition after she 
allegedly quashed.an eff01t to recall 
two members of the Dresslerville 
Community Council, according to a 
copy of the petition obtained byThe 
Record-Co mi er. 

"°No comment has been released by 
the tribe on its website. An attempt 
to reach Batchelor at the tribal offic­
es onTuesdaywas unsuccessful, as 
was an attempt to contact someone . 
with the tribe to confirm Batc:_helor 
had been removed from office. 

The petition said that Batchelor 

vetoed the council's action and then 
denied community co~hcil mem­
bers' attempt to be heru·d at a tribal 
council meeting. 

"Ms. Batchelor has a special 
interest with a small group of 

TRIBE,4 
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C
H

A
R

G
ES 

if th
e W

ashoe T
ribal C

ouncil 

F
rom

page1 

an
d

 th
e tribal resolutions to

 
prove it. It's sad th

at a sm
all 

group used politics to
 drag 

o
u

r W
ashoe T

ribe th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e 
m

ud." 
B

atchelor, w
ho served as 

S
tew

art council chairw
om

an, 
said she's b

een
 in

 politics for . 
35years. 

"I've b
een

 w
orking since I 

w
as 11 years old," she said. "I 

didn't resign because I did 
-

anything w
rong. I resigned 

because I w
as tired

 o
f :fighting 

th
e battle w

ith blackhearted 
people;' 

B
atchelor provided T

h
e R

e­
cord-C

ourier w
ith

 a nine-page 
· letter from

 h
er attorney, R

obert 
Story, dated S

aturday, th
at w

as 
sent to

 th
e tribal council as an

 
e-m

ail. 
In

 th
e letter's conclusion, 

S
tory called th

e petition's accu­
sations· largely inaccurate. 

"IY
t;oreover, individually o

r · 
cum

ulatively, th
e allegations 

against C
hairw

om
an B

atchelor 
are insufficient to

 constitute 
grounds for rem

oval o
f a coun­

cil m
em

b
er in

 accordance w
ith

 
th

e constitution an
d

 bylaw
s 

because th
e all(;gations do n

o
t 

am
o

u
n

t to
 'im

proper conduct'. 
o

r 'gross neglect o
f duty;" h

e 
· said. "Finally,: sin2e th

e entire 
W

ashoe T
ribal-C

ouncil p
ar-

. ticipated in
 every cl,ctjon th

at is 
n

o
w

 alleged to
 b

e grounds for· 
-rem

oval, th
e entire (council) "·, 

m
u

st b
e rem

oved from
 o:flice~,i'..· 

finds th
at th

e allegations con­
stitute 'im

proper conduct' o
r 

· 
'gross neglect o

f duty;" 
S

tory characterized th
e peti­

tion's allegation as a difference 
in

 opinion o
n

 h
o

w
 th

e tribe 
should b

e governed. 
"T

he allegations constitute 
. nothing m

ore th
an

 a few
 tribal 

m
em

bers th
at appear to

 have 
a different perspective o

n
 h

o
w

 
they w

ould govern," h
e said. 

~T
he appropriate action is :fpr 

th
em

 to
 field a different can­

<lidate for th
e chairm

anship in
 

th
e next general election." 
T

he doc:um
ent concludes 

w
ith

 a quote from
 B

atchelor-· 
regarding th

e petition an
d

 th
e 

council. 
"Y

our life is th
e culm

ina­
tio

n
 o

f all th
e choices you have 

m
ad

e regarding your m
an

y
 life 

experiences, your aboriginal 
origins, an

d
 vast capabilities;' 

she said. "B
y choosing, exercise 

th
e core responsibility o

f b
e­

in
g

 yourself an
d

 ofim
folding 

your love o
f life into external 

m
anifestation. C

hoosing is an. 
opportunity to

 influence th
e 

direction o
f your life. S

aying 
'no' is often th

e right choice, • 
you have th

e right to
 disallow

 
o
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CHARGES if the Washoe Tribal Council 

Frompage1 

and the tribal resolutions to 
prove it. It's sad that a small 
group used politics to drag 
our Washoe Tribe through the 
mud." 

Batchelor, who served as 
Stewart council chairwoman, 
said she's been in politics for . 
35years. 

"I've been working since I 
was 11 years old," she said. "I 
didn't resign because I did · 
anything wrong. I resigned 
because I was tired of :fighting 
the battle with blackhearted 
people;' 

Batchelor provided The Re­
cord-Courier with a nine-page 

· letter from her attorney, Robert 
Story, dated Saturday, that was 
sent to the tribal council as an 
e-mail. 

In the letter's conclusion, 
Story called the petition's accu­
sations. largely inaccurate. 

"IYt;oreover, individually or · 
cumulatively, the allegations 
against Chairwoman Batchelor 
are insufficient to constitute 
grounds for removal of a coun­
cil member in accordance with 
the constitution and bylaws 
because the all(;gations do not 
amount to 'improper conduct'. 
or 'gross neglect of duty;" he 

· said. "Finally,: sin2e the entire 
Washoe Tribal .Council par-

. ticipated in every cl-ctjon that is 
now alleged to be grounds for-

. removal, the entire (council) "·, 
must be removed from o:flice~,i--_· 

finds that the allegations con­
stitute 'improper conduct' or · 
'gross neglect of duty;" 

Story characterized the peti­
tion's allegation as a difference 
in opinion on how the tribe 
should be governed. 

"The allegations constitute 
. nothing more than a few tribal 

members that appear to have 
a different perspective on how 
they would govern," he said. 
~The appropriate action is :fpr 
them to field a different can­
<lidate for the chairmanship in 
the next general election." 

The doc:ument concludes 
with a quote from Batchelor,· 
regarding the petition and the 
council. 

"Your life is the culmina­
tion of all the choices you have 
made regarding your many life 
experiences, your aboriginal 
origins, and vast capabilities;' 
she said. "By choosing, exercise 
the core responsibility of be­
ing yourself and ofimfolding 
your love of life into external 
manifestation. Choosing is an. 
opportunity to influence the 
direction of your life. Saying 
'no' is often the right choice, • 
you have the right to disallow 
or defend against anything that 
is wrong for you or harmful to 
your well-being. No is not a 
popular word, but then malting 
the right decision is not about 
popular consent." 

The tribe .will have to call · 
ll- special election to choose a 
new chair . 



By Don ()Jtilici 

f you're someone like me, summer's 
sweltering heat is not much fun . 

. I do not like the summer months, as an 
outdoors person who dearly loves the cold 
fr?st, ice_ and snow of winter, I absolute!; 
wilt at this time of the year. 

I am miserable and grouchy during hot 
weather months, especially August. 
_ T~ be honest, I dislike the weather any­

tune 1t gets past 80-85 degrees. 
So, when it gets hot, I either hide under 

shady trees in our backyard, stay indoors 
where it is delightfully air conditioned or 
go high in the Great Outdoors to avoid the 
miserable summer heat. 

Where do I go, when I go high in the 
Outdoors? 

Well, I'll tell you about some of my fa­
vorite locations; and then if you also don't 
like this summer heat, pick one or more of 
them and try to temporarily escape the heat 
of summer. 

Here are some suggestions for a combo 
of going high to have fun, fishing for trout 
and staying cool in the Great Outdoors for 
a short period of time. 

Looking toward the back shoreline and the islands 
at Winnemucca Lake in the early summer. Photo by 
Elaine Q,uilici 
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Winne:n:nucca Lake: 
This scenic lake is located in the Moke­

lumne Wilderness Area of California, and it 
is my all-time favorite, walk-in, trout fishing 
destination. 

Winnemucca is a large, deep, crystal­
clear, ice-cold, high-mountain lake, which is 
reached by an easy, two-mile hike from the 
U.S. Forest Service parking lot at the top of 
Kit Carson Pass on S.R. 88. Be advised that 
you need to pay a U.S. Forest Service parking 
fee when you park at the Pass. 

Wmnemucca Lake contains Brook Trout 
and Kantloop Trout, and you can quickly 
tell the difference between the two species 
when you catch one. 

The Brook Trout will fight your line deep 
in the water, while the Kantloop Trout will 
jump, tail-dance and splash across the top 
of the water. 

Shore fishing (bait, lures or flies) is nor­
mally rated as slow, but you can do very well 
by fishing from a float tube or inflatable raft, 
especially in the area on the backside of the 
lake between the islands and the shoreline. 

Fish in that back area by slowly trolling 
with a combination of small flasher blades 
and small lures or with your choice of ar­
tificial flies. 

That means that you will have to carry 
your float tube or inflatable raft for about 
two miles while hiking at an altitude of about 
8,500-9,000 fe~t, so you would be well ad-



vised to be in good physical shape. 
You should plan to fish early 

- in the morning, because when the 
wind comes up (almost every af­
ternoon), it can become very fierce 
and you will be blown off the lake 
for the rest of the day. 

Frog Lake: 
If you're lazy and don't want to 

hike all the way into Wmnemucca 
Lake, then stop at little Frog Lake, 
which is only about a half-mile hike from the 
parking area at Kit Carson Pass. 

Don't let its small size fool you because 
it contains Rainbow Trout that can go up 
to 18 inches in length (I've caught them 
that large!). 

Frog Lake can be very productive for 
shore fishermen with bait, lures or artificial 
flies. We have had great success in the past 
by spincasting with small red/white striped 
lures or with red Salmon eggs on the bottom. 

This lake, unlike Winnemucca Lake, 
does not get hammered when the afternoon 
winds come up. 

As a bonus, if you go to the side of the 
lake opposite the hiking trail, you can walk 
to the top of the ridge and get great photos 
of Red Lake, down below. 

Kinney Reservoir, Lower Kinney 
Lake and Upper Kinney Lake: 

These three bodies of water are located 
just off of California S.R. 4. 

Kinney Reservoir is near the top of 
Ebbett's Pass. 

Upper and Lower Kinney Lakes are a 
short walk from the reservoir. 

Be advised that route S.R. 4 is very I 
narrow, steep and winding; and if you are 
someone who does not like that combination 
or if you are afraid of sheer drop-offs, you 
better go somewhere else. 

Kinney Reservoir: 
It is next to ~e highway and contains 

Brook Trout and Rainbow Trout. 
If you want to fish from a boat, you will 

need a small, light boat that can be hand­
launched from shore as there are no boat 
launching facilities. 

If you fish from shore, a good location is 
way around on the other side of the reservoir 
in the far back corner. Bait fishermen have 
had good success in those two areas with 
inflated nightcrawlers or Power Bait. 

If you fish from a float tube or inflatable 
raft, try trolling with flies or small lures, 
along the highway side of the reservoir, at 
that same far end. 

This reservoir is also prone to getting 

I 
' 

windy in the afternoons, so fish early, and \ 
then spend the rest of the day hiking and · 
sightseeing in the area. 

Lower Kinney Lake: 
_ This is a short and a little bit steep, half­

mile hike from Kinney Reservoir. Just walk 
across the dam and keep going on the old 
dirt road. When you reach the fork in the 
road, the right-hand fork takes you to Lower 
Kinney Lake and the left-hand one takes you 
uphill to Upper Kinney. 

At Lower Kinney, if you are a fly fisher­
man, use a float tube or inflatable raft for a 
chance at nice-sized Cutthroat Trout (up to 
20 inches in length). Paddle up and down 
the south side for best results. 

Upper Kinney Lake: 

It is a short, steep walk from Lower Kin­
ney Lake on the old dirt road or a very short, 
very steep hike along the stream that flows 
into Lower Kinney. 

If you fish from shore, try the east side 
and use small lures or Power Bait. 

If you are a fly fisherman, take your float 
tube for a chance atnice-sized Cutthroat 
Trout Jal.so in the 20-inch class). 

As a bonus, from the dam, you have 
great photo opportunities of Upper Kinney, 

Lower ~ey ~ake and the countryside -/ 
way off m the distance. ·' 

Looking across Kinney Reservoir .from the dam. 
Photo by Elaine Q,uilici 



When you are 
done fishing, it is an 
all-downhill hike back 
to your vehicle. 

Virginia Lakes: 
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Fro[! Lake with Elephant Back Mountain in the background. Photo by Elaine Q,uilici 

A complex of lakes 
(including Big Vir­
ginia, Little Vrrginia, 
Trumbull, Red, Blue, 
Cooney, Moat and 

You will be at very high altitude (from 
9,700' to more than 11,000'), so be sure to 
take it slow and easy when you are hiking. 

The Virginia Lakes Canyon has ten 
crystal-clear, alpine lakes, some containing 
Native Brook and Brown Trout along with 
stocked Rainbows. 

Little Vrrginia, Big Vrrginia and Trum­
bull Lakes are stocked with Rainbows, and 
also have Brook and Brown Trout. 

Moat Lake has Brookies and is the only 
lake in the drainage that has a few remaining 
Golden Trout. 

Fly fishing from float tubes is extremely 
popular in this entire area. 

For fishing or camping information, call 
John and Carolyn Webb of the Virginia 
Lakes Resort at (760) 647-6484. 

There you have it: 
Some selected locations for staying cool 

during the current hot weather. 
Pick one or more and go have fun in the 

high country! 
And, you don't have to be a fisherman to 

enjoy the higher elevations. 
. Just pack a picnic lunch, load everyone 

into the family vehicle and then spend the 
day enjoying the Great Out­
doors. It sure beats the valley 
heat! 

Bet Your Favorite 
Pigeon' 

Bet your favorite pigeon that 
he can't tell you about a special 
lake between the Vrrginia Lakes 
complex and Summit Pass. 

If .he grins and says, "It is 
Burro Lake, which is reached 
by a very steep hike on loose 
shale, south of the Summit Pass 
Trail," he could have been one 
of the persons who hiked in 
with me to fish for Brook Trout. 

Frog, all connected by 
Vrrginia Creek) that is located about seven 
miles west of the top of Conway Summit on 
U.S. 395, which is approximately 15 miles 
south of Bridgeport, Cali£ 

Shore and float tube fishermen at one of the Virginia 
Lakes. P!wto by Elaine Q,uilici 

Don Qyilici of Carson Ciry on the dam at Upper Kinn9 Lake with 
Lower Kinn9 Lake in the background. Photo by Elaine Q,uilici 
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By Victor Babbitt 
Tahoe Fly Fishing Outfitters 

ust about when our lines are starting 
to freeze while fishing the rivers and 

streams around the Tahoe area is just about 
the time we start thinking about Ice Fishing! 
Red Lake, Caples Lake and Silver Lake are 
within a 40-60 minute drive of Lake Tahoe. 
They tend to freeze enough" ro-oe-fuh~--­
through the ice some time in December and 
usually just about the time the holiday break 
is upon us and occasionally lasting until the 
end of April. This string of lakes is located 
around the Carson Pass area along Highway 
88 and just beyond the Kirkwood ski area. 

Depending on if you can find a hole that 
was drilled the day before or you're willing to 
beg, borrow or steel an Auger from someone 
already there, you will need a tire iron or 
something appropriate for breaking the ice 
that forms overnight in the hole. So an Ice 
Auger and a tire iron are a good idea but you 
will also need a strainer to clean out the slush 
that builds up in the hole, a shovel to remove 
snow from the area and or for building a wind 
block or an Ice Chair. You will need a sled 
to carry your items out on the lake. A good 
chair is wonderful, a rag for grabbing the fish 
and a stove for making hot chocolate! 

lee Fishing On Red Lake 

The best jigs I have used are the Kast­
master Lures in a 3/8 ounce or a¼ ounce 
and the Gold color tends to work just fine. 
Some anglers like using various painted 
versions of the Kastmasters and I suppose 
we all hav~ our favorites! Try putting some 
kind of scent on your jigs for better attrac­
tion. If you are going to fish with bait there 
are numerous options! Power Bait tends 
to be the easiest as well as Meal Worms, 
Night Crawlers, Bay Shrimp and Maggots 
if you can find them. Use a small piece of 
bait on a size 6, 8 or 10 single bronze hook. 
A split shot helps get it down and a Deep 

Bob Indicator keeps you at 
the right depth and doubles 
as a bite indicator. Fishing a 
few feet above the bottom and 
sometimes just under the level 
of the ice works as well! 

As far as fishing equipment 
goes, it will depend on the 
method of fishing you choose 
to try. You can jig or you can 
mooch bait! For jigging you 
will want to have a rod that 
is a bit stiff and for mooching 
just about anything will work. 
A traditional Ice Fishing rod 
is short and works great for 
soaking bait but I like a longer 
rod for jigging which I think 
makes for a better action on 
the jig and better for setting 
the hook. 6-10 pound test 
fishing line works best unless, Red Lake Ice Fishing 

Ice Fishing is a great family 
exp~rience; if the kids don't 
have the patience to fish they 
can always play in the snow! 
Hot Chocolate is a must and 
a BBQ is not bad either. .. 
Tahoe Fly Fishing Outfitters 
offers Ice Fishing Trips all 
Wmter! Let us drill the holes, 
flip the burgers and bait the 
hooks, Guided Ice Fishing is a you fish on Caples or Silver 

Lake and you want to land one of the Macki­
naw that have been caught through the ice 
which can be upwards of 10-20 pounds! You 
might want to consider using 12-20 pound 
test line if that is your goal. . . Caples and 
Silver Lake have Rainbow, Brown, Brooke 
and Lake Trout in them and Red Lake has 
Cutthroat and Brooke Trout! 

lot of fun! For further information on local 
Ice Fishing or to book a Guided Adventure, 
give us a call at 530-541-8208 or stop by 
the shop for all the needed supplies and we 
will send you in the right direction. We are 
located in the South Shore of Lake Tahoe 
on Highway 50 at 2705 Lake Tahoe Blvd. 
www.tahoeflyfishing.com 



By Liz and Don Weirauch 

estled, almost secretly, under the 
craggy snow wrinkled spires of 

Raymond Peak, lies a valley with it's own 
incredible panorama that feeds the viewers 
eyes. Settled in the mid l 800's and still pri­
vately owned, Pleasant Valley is a working 
cattle ranch with what many have called 
the home of one of the best freestone trout 
streams for hundreds of miles around. 

The family who settled and still ranches 
Pleasant Valley, created trails to run their 
cattle to Summer feeding pastures in Indian 
Valley and a portion of these trails are now 
used as part of the Pacific Rim Trail on 
Federal land. Pleasant Valley, located just 
southwest of Markleeville about 15 years 
ago became a managed, private fishery, 
available for Catch & Release Fly Fishing, 
or known better as a Pay-to-Play. For those 
hikers that are reading this article, access to 
the trails on Forest Service/ELM property is 
not available through this private property. 

If you want to see fish behavior, Pleasant 
Valley Creek will afford you that. To see a 
fish swim 6 feet to take a size 18 Elk Hair 
Caddis, only to refuse it at the last micro­
second, will make you rethink your choice 
of size or color. 

I first fished PV many years ago, after 
it became a private fishery. Amazed at it's 
gin clear water, I found myself struggling 
to entice the fish that l sighted to take 
fly. They, happily sipping at the light gray 
mayflies floating down to them, I, having the 
matching pattern, still, could not get them 
to take. Shaking off my disappointment I 
sat down and thought back to my learning 
and knew I'd have to use the lost unac­
customed fly fishing techniques. I quietly 
picked myself back up, traveled up stream to 
the next bend, and hunkering low, stealthily 
approaching made my cast with the whisper 
of a moth. I now found myself in a mental 
predicament. FABULOUS! I have got it! 
DANG! Now what? This all would find me 
hooked into a 4 pound red-cheeked monster, 
the brightly colored rainbow, fighting my 
barbless hook in her lip, intent on reaching 
the twisted rootball of the ancient pine tree 
across the 6 foot wide creek to break me off. 
Not only was the fish hooked, so was I. I 

I 
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Jim Crouse manager of Pleasant Valley Fl!J Fishing 
Preserve and owner of Alpine Fl!J Fishing. 



Liz.fishing at Pleasant Vallry Creek with Jeff Davis Peak in background. 

promised myself that I would fish here, for 
my own good at least once a year. A treat for 
myself and also, to humble myself; for the 
fish and the stream at Pleasant Valley will 
surely humble many anglers. 

Pleasant Valley Fly Fishing Preserve, 
managed by Jim Crouse, owner of Alpine 
Fly Fishing, is available to limited rods each 
day through the California fishing season. 
In a normal snow-pack year, we recommend 
booking in mid June, the snow-pack runoff 
has subsided, the fish are done with their 
spawn and the valley itself is magnificent in 
it's beauty. If any earlier in the season the 

Forest Service road that meets the private 
property road is most likely gated and closed 
due to snow or is a muddy rutted mess. 

This private water runs about 3-¼ 
miles through the ranch and has all the 
waters that a fisherman enjoys, With it's 
tumbling boulder strewn pocket water to 
open meadows with cut banks, where the 
'big ones' hide. These trout, safely tucked 
against sage & willow roots dart out to take 
a tasty grasshopper who made one jump 
too far. Several pools of clear turquoise 
water, hold fish in numbers that make a 
fishermen get 'buck fever'. As a staff guide 

at Pleasant Valley, I always mention to my 
clients, at least 200 yards ahead of reaching 
the stream, that they must be patient, that 
they will have to try to hold themselves back 
from immediately making a fast cast into the 
pools..... ''buck fever" will set in! 

During the season at Pleasant Valley my 
box is filled with caddis pupa, copper johns 
in red and black(l6/18), buggers in black, 
brown and olive, bubbleback midges and 
rainbow warriors (18/20). For my dries, 
I'll have para tentwingcaddis (size 14/16), 
Para Madam X in chartreuse (size 12/14), 

---2_,ontinued on page 16 



Ple'lSci»t··v~lJ.ey Fly Fishing 
Preserve 
Continued from page 15 

EHC tan or olive (14) para adams (16/18) 
and of course some good sturdy hopper 
patterns that I drop hare's ear, FB pheasant 
tails or black brassie off of about 12". Later 
in the Fall I start changing out my colors to 
the browns, rusts and oranges. Of course, 
each year is different, some years we have a 
fabulous Mahogany Mayfly hatch there and 

Staff guides at preserve 

other years a prolific black caddis hatch. In 
some circumstances, I'll even pull out one 
of my 'big uglies', a size 4 hook, rabbit fur, 
rubber legs and mean looking thwumping 
fly. Sometimes when the fish are picky, get­
ting a reactionary strike is just as fun! 

A dry line on a 5 weight rod and a 9' 4X 
· or 5X leader to start, and then a 12" sec­

tion of Fluorocarbon helps 
hide the rig from persnickety 
fish. Most of the time you 
can see the fl.ash of the fish 
or the take without the use 
of a strike indicator, but the 
indicator does help keep a 
constant level for the drift. 

A pond is located on the 
property, in the Spring and 
early Summer .the fish are 
there, and it's a good place 
to go with a beginner. 

Angler's choosing to 
book a day with one of the 
Preserves staff guides will 
enjoy a reduced rod fee.for 
the Preserve. Alpine Fly 
Fishing is equipped with 
resident Staff guides who 
are intimately familiar with 
the Preserve and the fishery. 
They are available for ½ day 
or full day trips. You can call 
Alpine Fly Fishing at 530-
542-07 59 or The Angler's 

Don vVeirauch with first time fisherman (client with big haij 

Edge 775-781-7112 to schedule your day. 
For more information on Pleasant Valley 

Fly Fishing Preserve, you can access www. 
alpineflyfishing.com. The Preserve allows 
only 6 rods per day on the water or a group 
of 8 or more can reserve the Preserve for 
Fly Fishing Clubs or Corporate Retreats. 

Along with their guide stqff who are permitted on 
waters .from the 1i-uckee to the Owens, Don & Liz 
Weirauch are prqfessiona( licensed and permitted 
guides and instructors and own The Angler's Edge 
Fly Shop, the only dedicated shop in the region. Spe­
cializing in Catch & Release,fielfree to call them 
for a dCl)i on their several Piivate Water venues or mry 

ef the other fabulous waters in 
Alpine, Mono, Inyo Counties 
and in Nevada/ Daily Fishing 
reports on Facebook! www. 

Jacebook. comltheanglersedge 
77 5-781-7112. 

Their :new locatio:n is 1598 
Esmeralda Ave., in old 
downtown Minden. 

7.) 
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Photo of Hot Springs Vallry waterfall before spring run-off Waterfall is located a short distance outside of 
park on the Waterfall Trail on U.S. Forest Service land. 
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1854 rancher John Hawkins took 
up squatter's rights for Hot Springs 

Meadow. In 1878, Hawkins sold out to the 
Grover family, who maintained a dairy 
there and ran the old Fisk Hotel in Mar­
kleeville; the hot springs became a resort for 
hotel customers. The land twice changed 
hands in the 1800s-its old-growth pine 
and cedars were clear-cut-and it was 
purchased by the State for inclusion into 
the park system in 1959for about$62,000. 

The Washoe Indians of antiquity, 
American pioneers and today's campers 
have all sought the curative powers and 
therapeutic effects they believed existed in 
the hot springs water. The water's mineral 
content is 74.4 grams per gallon-mostly 
calcium carbonate, sulphate and chloride. 
Unlike most hot springs, Grover's contains 
practically no sulphur. 

Leaving the ground at 148° Fahrenheit, 
the water is cooled to 102-104°. 

The complex also includes a full-sized 
cold pool for cooling off or lap swimming. 
The pools are closed Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Day and also two weeks in 
September for repairs. 

Pool fees are $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for 
kids aged 16 and under. You get in and out 
privileges for the same day, if you receive 
a hand stamp. You must wait in line to 
re-enter. 

Several trails leave the park, taking you 
through forests of Incense Cedars,Jeffrey

1 

Pine, Ponderosa Pine, Sierra Junipers and 
Quaking Aspen. Fishermen and cross.: 
country skiers also find plenty to do within 
the park. 

Dogs are welcome in the park, but must 
be on a leash at all times. 

During normal budget years camping is 
available year-round. An off-season camp-

ground is in operation from late fall to late 
April; water & flush toilets are available, 
but showers are open only during the sum­
mer months. During the winter, maximum 
length for trailers and motor homes is 18'. 
There are no RV hook-ups or dump sta­
tions in the campground. 

This year both loops of the campground 
will be open May 18, 2013. Reservations 
are recommended from Memorial Day 
thru Labor Day, and can be made up fo 
seven months in advance. To make res­
ervations call Reserve America at 1-800-
444-7275 or go to www.reserveamerica. 
com. After Labor Day weekend we are 
off the reservation system. At this time, 
until budget information is released, it is 
unknown how long the campground will 
remain open after Labor Day weekend. 

The new Visitors Center near the 
campground entrance is anticipated to 
open at the same time as the campground. 
It will be open daily, hours have yet to be 
determined. Interpretive & other items 
will be available to purchase. For more 
information call: (530) 694-2248 or contact 
the Bodie Foundation at: www.bodiefoun­
dation.org 

Grover Hot Springs has many activities 
available to the public on a weekly basis, 
starting usually around June 30th each 
year and extending through Labor Day. 

• CALD!'ORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF 

PARKS AND BECREA'l'ION 

For Pool Hours Call (530)694-2249 

The pool closes for maintenance and 
repairs some time in September-call 
before you come. 
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2,000 Fish -per sq:uare mile and you.! 

reetings from Alpine County! We 
encourage you and your family to 

come eajoy the beauty and fun activities our 
county has to offer. 

Everyone is welcome to fish our area 
lake~, reservoirs and down stream from 
Hangman's Bridge all the way to the Nevada 
State Line all year long. Hangman's Bridge 
is the only stretch of river open all year and 
is located just two miles south of historic 
Markleeville. Keep in mind that this stretch 
is catch and release, barb-less hooks, flies 
and lures only! 

The 2013 fishing season will be in full 
swing starting Saturday, April 27, 2013 thru 
Friday November 15, 2013. Make sure to 
stop in Markleeville or Woodfords for your 
2013 fishing license. And lets not forget the 
handful of dining and lodging options and 
stores filled with all your camping and fish­
ing necessities. Also mark on your calendar 
California free fishing days!July 6; 2013 and 
September 7, 2013. NO license is required 
for sport fishing on these days ONLY and all 
regulations still apply. For the other 199 days 
of fishing everyone over the age of 15 years 
old need to obtain a 2013 fishing license. 

The Alpine County Fish and Game 
Commission provides a variety of activities 
throughout the season. The KID'S free fish-

ing day is June 8, 2013 at Indian Creek Res­
ervoir. You can contact the Alpine County 
Chamber of Commerce at (530) 694-2475 
or log onto www.alpinecounty.com and click 
on our events for more information. 

Alpine County Fish and Game Commis­
sion al~ngwith South Tahoe Public Utilities 
District and the Alpine County Chamber of 
Commerce join together to fund several fish 
plants throughout the season in our lakes, 
streams, rivers and reservoirs. 

Come join the fun and serenity of Alpine 
County! For any additional information on 
fish plant schedules feel free to call (530) 
694-2114 

Dave Zellmer, Chair - Alpine County 
Fish and Game Commission. 

Paiute Outthoat Timtt 

What are you looking at? Photo courtesy qf Sonny Hollett 

* * * * * California Fish and Wildlife News * * * * * 
CDFW Offers Recovering 
Service Members 
Reduced Fee Licenses 

The California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) is now offering reduced­
fee sport fishing and hunting licenses to 
recovering military service members. Sen­
ate Bill 1287 was signed Sept. 20, 2012 by 
Gov. Edmund G-. BrownJr., authorizing the 
CDFW to issue reduced-fee sport fishing 
and hunting licenses to service members 
who are recovering from service-related 
iajury or illness. 

"This new law gives our injured and 
recovering service members the opportu­
nity to enjoy California's natural resources 
at a reduced cost," said CDFW Director 
Charlton H. Bonham. "This is a small 
thank you for the sacrifices our service 
members make." 

Recovering service member licenses are 
issued to service members who may have a 

temporary injury or illness. A recovering 
service member is defined as a member 
of the Armed Forces, including the Na­
tional Guard and Reserve, who is under­
going medical treatment, recuperation, or 
therapy and is in an outpatient status while 
recovering from a serious injury or illness 
related to the member's military service. 
Applicants must submit an application and 
a letter from their commanding officer or 
from a military medical doctor verifying 
eligibility as a recovering service member. 

The recovering service member licenses 
are available now only at CDFW license 
sales offices statewide. These licenses will 
not be available at license agents. 

Recovering service members can be 
residents or nonresidents. Hunting licenses 
still require all the normal pre-requisites 
including proof of hunter education and 
all normal fishing and hunting regulations 
apply. 

For complete license information see 
http:/ I dfg.ca.gov /licensing/ 



TPUD AND ALPINE OUNTY -
RELATli 'IPTHAT 

By Dennis Coclcing- Public Irifimnation Officer 

In 1968, California passed the Porter-Cologne Waster 

Quality Control Act, considered by many to be California's 

premier water quality legislation. Provisions within this act 

require all wastewater, regardless of the level of treatment, to 

be exported out of the Lake Tahoe Basin and, in the District's 

case, pumped to a storage reservoir in nearby Alpine County. 

The District was the first Basin agency to comply with this 

regulation necessary to protect the water quality of the ''.Jewel 

of the Sierra" - Lake Tahoe. Recycled water began to flow 

into Alpine County on April 1, 1968. Dr. Charles Goldman, 

UCD Researcher and renowned expert on Lake Tahoe, has 

cited the District's 26-mile export system the "most significant 

environmental project ever undertaken to protect Lake Ta­

hoe's legendary clarity." Although this partnership was not 

without critics, the District and Alpine county have grown to 

become trusted friends. 

Each year, nearly 2 billion gallons of highly treated recycled 

water are pumped 1,200 feet over Luther Pass and into the 

District owned and operated Harvey Place Dam and Reser­

voir located near the Diamond Valley near Woodfords, CA. 

This recycled water is stored during the winter months and 

delivered to ranchlands, under contract, during the summer 

months in this water scarce part of the eastern Sierra. 

Indian Creek Reservoir, a favorite destination for high Si­

erra anglers, was originally used for storage of recycled water 

however, is now a fresh water recreational lake including scenic 

campground, day use facilities, and boat launching facility. In 

addition to these, facilities, the District also provides funding 

to stock over 15,000 pounds of fish in Indian Creek reservoir 

and other Alpine County waters every year. Indian Creek 

Reservoir and its associated facilities are consistently one of 

Alpine County favorite visitor destinations. 

The District also monitors the safety of its facilities in Al­

pine County, including the dam structures, irrigation ditches, 

and diversion structures. The dams are inspected annually by 

the California Division of Dam Safety for structural integrity. 

For years to come, the District plans to be an active partner in 

conservation and recreational opportunities for visitors and 

residents in the breathtaking corner of California. 

Steve Lightfoot if Douglas County catching one qf his trout. 
Photo by Don Q,uilici 
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By Don Qyilici 

The BLM sign along the dirt road to Indian Creek 
Reservoir. Photo by Don Qjtilici 

n February 28, Doug ("Mack The 
Naw") Bvsey of Douglas County 

and I spent a very enjoyable day, fishing at 
Indian Creek Reservoir in Alpine County, 

.Cali£ 
Indian Creek Reservoir (ICR) is a man­

made reservoir located in the backcountry 
between ·woodfords and Markleeville. ICR 
and its surrounding area is managed ·and 
maintained by the Bureau of Land Manage­
ment (ELM). 

The reservoir can be reached from two 
different directions: A paved road from S.R. 
89, near the Turtle Rock Campground or a 
dirt road from Diamond Valley. 

We went to the rese~oir via the dirt road,· · both ~f Douglas Count~, already there, 
it was clear of snow for that time of the year, ahe~d of us. · 
but in places the road is corduroyed and in I told Doug, "Let's fish next to them, ~~en 
other places, rocky and bumpy. . have fun picking on them all day long. . 

d ' 1· d "L t' d 1t " It is a good dirt road that you can_ rive He grinned and rep 1e , e s O 
, 

with any 2WD vehicle, just take it slow and and we did, but we also found ~ut that they 
easy in the corduroyed and_ rocky.areas. had lots of fun picking on us ... 1t was a two­

If you like to fish, you JUSt might want way street! 
to consider ICR as it contains Cutthroat, --
Brown and Rainbow Trout plus even some I told Doug, "Let's fish next to them, then 

have fun, picking on them all day long." Bass. 
The reservoir is in California, so obvi­

ously you will need a California fishing 
license, as one dummy found out, the day 
that we were there. 

The game warden arrived in mid­
afternoon, checked all of the fishermen and 
wrote a citation for the one individual who 
did not have a license. Geez, dumb is dumb! 

Doug and I had planned to fish there on 
Thursday, thinking we would probably have 
the reservoir mostly to ourselves, but boy oh 
boy, did we get a surprise! 

At one time in the afternoon, we counted 
more than 30 shore fishermen, two float 
tubes and one boat, plus most of the fisher­
men (including the two of us) were fishing 

He grinned and replied, "Let's do it," 
and we did, but we also found out that they 
had lots of fun picking on us .. .it was a two­
way street! 

with two poles .. .it was a busy fishery. Busey's rainbow that was caught and released. 

When we arrived at the reservoir we .Photo by Don QJdlici 
' -------------drove down to Doug's favorite fishing spot ------ --- -----

on the near side of the dam, and we found 
two longtime friends of Doug: Steve Light-
foot (who I have known for many years) and 
Steve Brower (who I met for the firs_t ~me), 

Fishing for the entire day for all of the 
fishermen at ICR was a little on the slow side 
but surprisingly steady. . . 

Our particttlar foursome had numerous 
strikes.and caughtand released a good num­
ber of Rainbow Trout in the 10-14 inch class. 

The area where we were fishing was shal­
low which ruled out spincastingwith lures, so 
I fished with a nightcrawler on one of my two 
poles and orange-colored Power Bait nuggets 
on the other. 

While waiting for a strike, the four of us 
satin comfortable folding chairs, enjoying the 
warm and gorgeous weather, while joking and 
kidding with one another. 

After catching and releasing one of my 
Rainbow Trout, I walked over to the twe> .. 
Steves and volunteered to give them a fish• 
catching lesson at $3 7 .50 per person. 

Sigh, they snkkered and said bad things 
tome. 

So much for trying to be a good neighbor. 
and a nice guy. 

When I brought in one of my "Monster­
Sized'.' (AKA 12 inches long) rainbows, 
Lightfoot asked how big it was. 

When I replied, "Gosh, it looks like it is 
about a 12-pound rainbow;" he snickered 
and said that liars will make up any kind of 
story for attention. 

Oh well, that "mean-spirited" remark will 



A warm, gorgeous day at the reservoir. Photo by Don Q,uilici 

'f!ish on.for Doug Bus~ ojDouglas Coun?JI. Photo by Don Q,uilici 

Two die-hard fishermen remaining at the reservoir near the end of the day. Photo by Don Qyilici. 

~Ol3 

prove costly to him, as I have now removel
1 

him from my Christmas card list. I'll show• 
him! 

A fun-filled day of fishingwithfiiends, and 
as a bonus, the weather was great. 

It doesn't get much better than that! 
Then, about 3:00 p.m., the wind began to 

blow and the four of us reluctantly packed 
up all of our gear and returned back home. 

Finally 
If at some point in the future, you should 

decide to travel to Indian Creek Reservoir, 
1 

remember this very important item: i 

Be darn sure to have a valid fishing license I 

if you are fishing and the "Friendly Old : 
• I 

Game Warden" shows up. ! 

If you don't have a license, he ain't gonna I 

be happy nor will the judge nor will you .. 

Bet Your Favorite Pigeon 
Bet your favorite pigeon that he can't tell 

1 

you about a special feature-at the BI.M camp- · 
ground at Indian Creek Reservo~ 

If he grins and says, ''When it is open for : 
the camping season, it is one of a very few 
campgrounds in this entire area that offers 
hot showers," he· could have camped there 

in the past. . . 
Note: When you can take a hot shower 

at the end of the day, especially if you are in 
a tent, that is camping in style and comfort. 



e easons 
By Adam Washam 

aving lived in Alpine County for 
quite some time its amazing how 

you see different areas in different ways de­
pending on the season. Here in the sierras 
we get all four seasons, though sometimes 
mother nature throws a curve ball and we 
seem to skip over the one we expect and 
slide into the next one these last few years. 

During the winter I love to stay in shape 
by walking. One of my favorite places is 
Ebbetts Pass. In the winter both Ebbetts 
(Highway 4) and Monitor Pass (Highway 
89) close, making them great places to 
snowshoe, day hike, cross country ski, and 
snowmobile depending on the weather. 

Please remember to never block a road 
with your vehicle, even in the wintertime. 
Sometimes I see people parking their ve­
hicles in front of the gate at Ebbetts Pass 
(Highway 4). This is not o.k.. Parking is 
available at the old town site of Centerville. 
This is now a no fee campground operated 
by the U.S. Forest Service. Most people park 
their cars and snowmobile trailers there or 
on the side of the road on the dirt. 

There is nothing like the solitude of going 
behind a closed gate and hiking on the hard 
packed snow track left by the snowmobiles, 
even a walk on the highway can be worth­
while, up past Silver Creek. The road leads 
past Chalmers Mansion, then to Scossa Cow 
Camp and beyond. 

Wmter has its own charms. A partially 
frozen Silver Creek keeps you company 
along your trek, with only running water 
showing up here or there. It is not really a 
dormancy, but more of a promise that na­
ture is re-charging its batteries once again 
for an abundant Spring. 

Of course you have to be careful, dress 
warmly in layers, ski pants or overalls are 
my personal favorite to keep warm and dry. 
A hat and gloves are also a necessary item. 
I always plan on having lunch somewhere 
along the way so I carry that as well as a 
water bottle. Always let someone know 
where you are going so that if you get lost or 
injured, people know where to look for you. 

Watch for oncoming snowmobiles as you 
walk on the hard packed snow left by these 

machines, you can usually get pretty far up 
the mountain pass. Even walking with two 
canes as I do I get so excited by the views I 
have to remind myself to leave enough time 
for the trip back to the car before daylight 
runs out. 

After a while you notice along the way 
that there is still life here, bird and rabbit 
tracks cross the road. Also coyote, and the 
occasional track of predators such as the 
bobcat. There is a quiet stillness around you, 
punctuated by the sound of snowmobiles 
coming towards you from higher up, or 
newcomers from behind you. It is .a simple 
matter to walk to the side of the road and 
let them pass. Be sure not to get in softer 
snow, or you will surely sink, or if using skis 
or snowshoes give yourself plenty of time. 
I always assume that a fast moving vehicle 
traveling on snow definitely has the right 
of way. 

In the Spring, Summer and Fall my 
thoughts turn to other pursuits such as fish­
ing, overnight hiking, and camping. Once 
again Ebbetts Pass answers these needs in 
the same way it .has for so many visitors 
·over the years. 

Being a high mountain pass the opening 
date for the highway can vary. Please call the 
Alpine County Chamber Qf Commerce at: 
(530) 694-2475 to find out the date. 

If you are coming from the direction of 
Markleeville or traveling over Monitor Pass 
(Highway 89) be aware that Ebbetts Pass 
(Highway 4) is a steep, curvy, nearly one lane 
road for a long distance. In fact, once you 
pass Monitor Pass and continue on Highway 
4 you come to a yellow road sign which 
states: 24% steep winding narrow road 
vehicles over 25ft not advised next 25 
miles. Many turns on the road are "hair­
pin" in variety and the speed limit is 15 miles 
an hour. Even in a car or cab-over camper 
it is a much more enjoyable ride if you take 
your time and enjoy the excellent views. 

If you are traveling the road with the 
goal of reaching Bear Valley, come from the 
direction of Dorrington or Arnold and you 
will have no problem with a larger vehicle. 

Centerville Campground at the base of 



Siwer Creek at bridge below Chalmers Mansion. 

Ebbetts Pass (Highway 4 and Wolf Creek 
Road) is a large flat area that can accom­
modate tent camping as well as larger trailers 
and R.V.'s. It has fairly new pit toilets located 
there. But no water or dump station. The 
East Fork of the Carson River runs along 
the backside of the campground and is only 
a short drive to access it as it runs along the 
highway back towards Markleeville. I have 
been fishing it for a long time. Whether you 
use bait such as: Pautske's, Uncle Josh, Pow­
erbait (my favorite is green with "flecks"), 
Nightcrawlers, or lures such as: Panther 
Martins, Yellow Rooster Tails, Mepps or 
Fly Fish, you can't go wrong. Rainbows and 
Cutthroats abound along its length. From 
Hangmans Bridge upstream to Ebbetts Pass 

it is 5 fish limit, regular fishing regulations. 
From Hangmans Bridge downstream to 

Nevada it is catch and release (0 fish limit, 
barbless hook or fly). 

Silver Creek is a place I've always-natl 
good luck when fishing. I've had luck down­
stream from the bridge up past Chalmers 
Mansion, all the way up to the old townsite 
of Silver Mountain City and beyond. 

Silver Creek Campground just a little 
further up is a great place to camp. The 
campground is on both sides of the road 
Camping is $17.00 a night and $5.00 for 
extra vehicles.· Some campsites cz:..:i,; be 
reserved. To make reservations call: 1-877-
444-6777. 

Continued on page 32 



e 
Continued from page 31 

Continuing the adventure you come to 
K.inney Reservoir on your right, good fish­
ing is available here and if you walk around 
the reservoir on the dirt road, you can reach 
Lower and Upper K.inney Lakes. Both of 
these are worth your investigation. If you 
are either fishing or going for a day hike. 

After driving past K.inney Reservoir you 
will come to a parking area on y~ur left. 
This is where the Pacific Crest Trail crosses 
thWoad. 

Once you reach the top of Ebbetts Pass 
and start heading down the other side you 
will come to Highland Lakes Road on the 
left. Please check to see when this road is 
open. Early season it can still be closed due 
to snow, This paved road turns to dirt, and 
will take you to some great fishing early sea­
son, along the North Fork of the Mokelumne 
River, out to Highland Lakes. If you want to 
camp,dayhike,overnighthike,orjustcheck 
~gs out, it is worth it to explore this area. 

I 

i 
· Established campgrounds as well as primi- / 
tive camping is available. I have places I still ! 

want to check out here in the future, such as : 
Upper Gardner Meadow. : 

• I 
Further down you come to Hernnt Valley. 1 

The North Fork of the Mokelumne flows : 
I 

along to keep you company. When we were : 
young kids in our cab over camper, we would 
always stop here to fish. Climbing thru the 
"Boot" of our truck to reach our "creels" 
and poles in the back, we were so excited 1 

to put our lines in the water. As I recall, we ' 
caught some big Rainbow Trout here in the ! 
past. Even today, when I drive by it brings , 
a smile to my face and an urge to stop and 
try my luck once again. 

Upper and Lower Mosquito Lakes .a~e 
literally right next to I:Iigliway 4 at ap-

1 

proximately 8000 Ftin elevation, Rainbow l 
Trout are present in good numbers. I have, 
good luck with Night Crawlers, Mepps, or I 
Yellow Rooster Tails. A small tent camp-i 

I 



A.father and son fishing at Mosquito Lakes. 

ground with 11 campsites, tables, vault toi­
lets, and no water is available for camping. 

modate R.V.'s, trailers, and boat trailers. A 
quarter mile down the road on the right is 
the Spicer Reservoir Road Sno-Park ($5.00 
per day parking). This is for snowmobiles 
during the wintertime. 

Lake Alpine at 7,320 Ft. has Rainbow 
Trout in abundance. Ii: is a man made lake 
that used to be a meadow. It was constructed 
in 1885. It has 4 developed campgrounds 
in the area. It also has many" day use areas 
and trailheads worth exploring. Interpre­
tive programs are offered to those who are 
interested. A paved access trail runs along 
the lake and provides access to those who 
are disabled. Accessible campsites for those 
who have disabilities are available at Lake 
Alpine and Pine Martin Campgrounds. 

On the day we went it was a warm, sun­
. shine filled day with spring in the air. 

Last year, during late spring we decided 
to visit Bear Valley. We stopped for lunch, , 

saw a few people we know, and it was so 
beautiful that we looked at each other and 
said: "What next?" What next ended up 
being a trip beyond Bear Valley to Spicer 
Reservoir. A place I highly recommend 
you visit. 

Traveling West on Highway 4, leaving 
Bear Valley after about ½ a mile you cross 
the Calaveras County line. After about an­
other 3 ½ miles turn left on Spicer Meadow 
Reservoir Road (7N0 1 ). This is a well main­

Pretty soon you will come to a sign which 
tells you how far you have to go on the right 
hand side of the road. There is so much 
to see and do out here, whether you want 
to fish, boat, camp, hike, horseback ride or 

· ride a bicycle. After 3 miles you come to the 
North Fork.Stanislaus River Campground. 
This river has populations of Rainbow, 

tained, paved road which can easily accom- Just how far you have to go. 
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Map reprinted courtesy of Three Forests Interpretive .Association. 

Eqr more information on interpretive programs offered please contact the Stanislaus National Forest Headquarters at (209) 532-3671. 
They will be able to direct you to the appropriate Ranger District Interpreter in your area to discuss .their programs. 
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North Fork Stanislaus River Campground 

Brown and Eastern Brook Trout. The 
campground has 30 campsites and hand­
pumped potable water and vault toilets. 
Several of the sites are disabled access. This 
campground is operated by the U.S. Forest 
Service for a fee of $8.00 a night. 

As you continue on the journey around 
the next few turns look thru the thick pine 
trees on your right. Some of the best places 
to stop and picnic aren't developed. We 
stopped and just had to take a look at this 
large, lush, green meadow. Remember to 
leave no trace and if you come when we 
did, bring mosquito repellent. I could just 
picture Grizzly Bears in the old days forag­
ing thru this meadow: 

Driving on you will come to a brown 
wooden sign which says: Union Reservoir 
2 miles and Utica Reservoir 2 miles. This 

A-l 0 s r 

Forest Service dirt road forks a little ways 
up. 7Nl 7 takes you to Utica and 7N75 
takes you to Union. These two reservoirs 
are much more quiet than Spicer Reservoir. 
Developed facilities are under construction. 
The area is popular for day use as well as 

Sign for Union and Utica turnoff. 

I 



dispersed camping. Fire permits are neces­
sary. A primitive boat launch for small boats 
is available at Union Reservoir. Maximum 
boat speed is 5 miles an hour. Utica Res­
ervoir is for non-motorized boating only. 
Rainbow Trout are present in both bodies of 
water. A hiking trail takes you from Union 
Reservoir to Elephant Rock Lake. 

Staying on the paved road to Spicer 
Reservoir (7N0 1) after you pass the wooden 
sign to Union and Utica, the road makes a 
sharp right around a bend. On your left 
is a wooden sign to Elephant Rock Lake(4 
miles) and Summit Lake (3 miles). This is 
(7N29Y). This is a 4 wheel drive dirt road. 
No motorcycles and no cars etc. Rainbow 
Trout are present and stocked by the De­
partment of Fish and Wildlife each year at 
Elephant Rock Lake. 

Sign far road to Elephant Rock Lake and Summit 
Lake. 

Eventually after driving along Spicer 
Reservoir Road (7N0 1) you will see a 
sign that says you have arrived at Spicer 
Reservoir Recreation Area. You have 
gone approximately 10 miles since leaving 
Highway 4. 

We were very happy to have finally made 
it. It is such a breathtakingly beautiful place. 
As we drove past an overlook we saw a white 
boat cruising by with people fishing off of it. 
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Spicer Reservoir has Rainbow Trout, 
German Browns, and Catfish. Planting of 
trout supplements the population during the 
fishing season. There is a boat launch avail­
able. No motorized boat traffic is allowed 
on the eastern half of the reservoir. Please 
check a map to see the appropriate area. 
Maximum speed on the lower portion of the · 
lake is 10 miles an hour. The upper portion. 
is surrounded by the Carson-Iceberg Wtl-; 
derness. It is for kayak and canoe boating_ 
only. The scenic campground is managed by 
Sierra Recreation Managers at: (209) 296-
8895. Some campsites are first come first 
served. Some are by reservation. It costs 
$22.00 a night for individual sites or $140.00 
a night for group sites. The campground0i-1J; 
potable water, vault toilets, tables, fireplaces 
and food preparation areas. It also has a 
primitive amphitheater and parking for 
group use. The boat ramp is about a mile. 
away. The Campground may accommodate 
up to 50 ft. R.V's. Disabled campsites are. 
available. It also has a paved trail to the boat, 
launch for disabled access. 

Pull thru double sites are also present. As S 
you drop down into the campground you 
will drive past the camp host site on your left: · 
and the fee area information on your right., 
If you have any questions stop by and talk:1 
to them. We found them very helpful and:~~ 
informative. Approximately 60 campsites}; 
are available. ;:;;_;7 

When. Summer slips into fall and the 
wildflowers start to fade, the rivers and: 
creeks drop down there are still things to Si 
see. ·Don't forget that Ebbetts Pass still has·:·, 
one more show in store for you. That event: 
is the Fall colors as the Aspens turn from 
green to gold. Its worth the drive! Contact, 
the Alpine County Chamber of Commerce:. 
to narrow down the dates at (530) 694-24 7 5-::.,. 

Have fun and keep exploring, a Topo-\~ 
graphical Map and Compass can be a close::; 
friend on the trip. '.% ·,,:;::-,. 

:·. ;,,~ 
.,:_~~ 



Lush, green, meadow on right. White boat on beautifitl Spicer Reservoir 
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By Karen Dustman 

ere's little left to mark the site of old 
Silver Mountain City, the 1860s-era 

silver mining town that put Alpine County 
on the map. With not a single intact build­
~~emaining, it's easy to miss this historic 
townsite along Highway 4. 

But every fall, old Silver Mountain City 
comes to life again through a tour offered 
by local historians Karen and Rick Dust­
man. "In its hey-day, Silver Mountain was 
home to over a thousand hardy souls," notes 
Karen. ':And hardy they had to be! Wmter 
snows were often :five to six feet deep, and 
the town itself would be cut off from the 
outside world for several months at a time." 

Early assays from the nearby silver 
mines looked promising, and the success 
of the nearby Comstock Lode raised both 
expectations and capital. Unfortunately, 
much of the lucre generated from Silver 
1\f,.71,'llltain came from mining investors' 
pockets. Still, from about 1862 through the 
late 1870s, Silver Mountain remained an 
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Remote though the town was, Silver Mountain City 
stores sold an astonishing range of goods. 
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A "rushing trade" was do'm by Silver Mountain 
saloons. 

active mining town - with its own unique 
cast of characters. 

"Through pictures and old records 
we've been able to piece together many of 
the town's stories and figure out where the 
original buildings once stood," says Dust­
man. "On our tour, we point out the site of ' 
saloons like the 'Forty Drops' and the spot 
where Erik Errickson was shot in the back 
by a jealous husband - a murder that gave 
~gman's Bridge its name!" 

Over the years, the Dustmans' p~sion 
for this "ghost of a ghost town" was trans- : 
formed into a:n annual Silver Mountain tour, 
narrated by these hosts in period garb. The 
tour takes a little over an hour and involves 
an easywa1k along Highway 4. Comfortable 
walking shoes and a sweater are encouraged i 

There is no charge for the tour, although the ' 
Dustmans do encourage donations to the 
Alpine County Historical Society. 

. If you'd liJ;:e to be notified of the date of 
the next Silver Mountain City tour (gener­
~y a Saturday morning in September),just 
drop an email to kdustmm.@gbis.com. Or 
read more about the history of this special 
town in_ the book, "Silver Mountain City: 
Ghost bf the Sierra," available at the Alpine 

. Museum or Chamber of Co=erce. 



Silver ':fever" gripped Silver Mountain-ites just as tightly as speculators in nearby Virginia City. 



Bobcats spotted at Stateline NV/ 
CA Border and Carson River Road. 
Photos by Paul K Washam 

* * * * * California Fish and Wildlife News * * * * * 
Department Name 
Change Effective 
January 1, 2013 

The California Department of Fish and 

Game (DFG) will become the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), 

effectiveJan. 1. 

The new name was mandated by AB 

2402, which was signed Sept. 25 by Gov. 

Edmund G. BrownJr. and is one of numer­

ous provisions passed into law during 2012 

that affect the department. 

"The name of the department was 

changed to better reflect our evolving re­

sponsibilities," said Department Director 

Charlton H. Bonham. ':As our role has 

grown to meet 21st century expectations, 

we remain committed to our traditional re­

sponsibilities and to honoring our deep roots 

in California's natural resources legacy." 

Traditionally known as game wardens, 

the department's law enforcement staff will 

now be called wildlife officers. 

Californians will notice new Internet 

(www.wildlife.ca.gov) and email addresses 

for CDFW employees. The old URL and 

email addresses will continue to work in­

definitely. 

Many department materials will con­

tinue to bear the old name because AB 

2402 reduced the cost associated with the 

name change by preventing CDFW from 

undergoing a wholesale turnover of materi­

als, including signs, uniforms and supplies. 

The mission of the department contin­

ues to be "to manage California's diverse 

fish, wildlife, and plant resources, and the 

habitats upon which they depend, for their 

ecological values and for their use and en­

joyment by the public." 

In furtherance of that mission, the 

department carries out numerous respon­

sibilities related to the commercial, recre­

ational, educational and scientific use and 

enjoyment of California's natural resources. 

----------------



Di.scove1~ 
Hist::o 

lpine Loce&l 
Ana R Mystery 

By Karen Dustman 

any of Alpine's early historic sites 
have nearly vanished, although 

traces still remain if you know where to look. 
Now you can discover Alpine County's his­
tory for yourself with "Historic Alpine," a 
self-guided driving tour that takes readers to 
over three dozen historic spots in Woodfords, 
Diamond.Valley, and Fredericksburg-with 
easy directions, photos, and a short history 
of each site. 

Featured sites include the homestead 
of Snowshoe Thompson, Alpine County's 
famous early "mailman on skis." As the book 

"Snowshoe" Thompson reported!)! carried loads qf 60 
to 100 pounds at a time on his back, using a single 
pole .for balance. 

explains, Thompson may have arrived in 
the Carson Valley as early as 1853, and by 
1858 he was operating a local stage service. 
Thompson homesteaded his ranch in Dia­
mond Valley about 1860, raising oats, wheat, 
hay and potatoes - and boarding horses and 
cattle as well for extra money. 

Most famous for his years of tireless 
· (and unpaid) service carrying the mail over 
the Sierras on skis, Thompson also played 
an important role in local Alpine politics, 
serving as a county supervisor from 1868 
to 1872. Thompson died right here at his 
Diamond Valley Ranch in 1876, at just 49 
years old. 

Not far from Thompson's homestead 
you'll spy a mysterious old rock wall -
overlooked· by most visitors to Diamond 
-Valley, but still plainly visible winding its 
way up a nearby hillside. Was _this rock wall 
constructed by local Indians to channel the 
movement of game, or was it built perhaps 
by Snowshoe himself as a cattle fence or 
property line marker? For now, this old rock 
wall remains a local mystery! 

Discover these sites and many more in 
"Historic Alpine" - all within an easy one 
hour drive. Copies available at Sorensen's 
Resort, the Alpine Museum, and the Alpine 
Chamber of Commerce, 

Three "dueling" historic plaques vie .for the honor qf commemorating Snowshoe Thompson's homesite. 
Snowshoe died here at his Diamond Vallry ranch in 1876. 

The origin qf this old rock wall in Diamond Vallry 
remains a mystery. 

LARGE CATCH OF 
TROUT. 

A. Askey, George Durham and · 
Charley Brown returned last Satur­
day from a three weeks' trip in the 
mountains. They caught altogether 
in twelve days fishing in the brooks 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity valleys, 
Alpine county, 1800 trout. In the 
lakes the fish do not bite well, but in 
the streams fishing is very good. -­
Amador Ledger 

Alpine Argus newspaper of 
September 12, 1885. 

Courtesy ef the Alpine County Museum 
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How 111any,cows could· result in many wives. 
s 

. ,: . ·t~ : ' 

''A real man has c6w1f' So 
says Tipo 01,ir :tali driver, add- · 
ing, "any mail c'anmarry, but a 
real m~n'nas_.c8ws:' . 

Tipo wiTu ahswering ques­
tions m/husband and :i were 
asking during our long taxi 
ride froni our hotel in Nelson 
Mandela square, Johannesburg 
to the 0. R. Tambo airport, 

.South Africa, where we were 
4 spending part of our spring 

break. Tipo working and living 
in Johannesburg was from a 
providence far northeast of the 
city. We were leaning forward 

Marie 
Johnson 
Fencelines 

in our seats ".',Tith rapt attention 
to his outlook on life. 

He complained that in the 
city_you can not kill any real 
animals. You can ·not even have 
any real animals. Yes, you can 
have a dog or a cat, but they 
are what you call pets. You 

cannot have cattle. No sheep. 
No goats. Nothing. And if you 
want to celebrate Easter you 
can not even kill a goat. 

He explained in his culture 
they don't r.eally celebrate 
Easter either, whi9h is a really 
big holiday in South Africa. 
His culture does not have 
churches, They celebrate an­
cestors with killing a goat. But 
they do not eat the gdat all at 
once. First they eat the legs. 
Then he went on in cleai· detail 
what other parts were eaten 

Listening so attentively I_ did 
not think to get my notebook 
out to record the process.ac­
curately. So not wanting to 
misrepresent Tipo I will have 
to leave off the details. But he 
explained quite. clearly it was 
very important how one pre­
pared and cooked the goat as 
well a,s how one ate it. 

He also added before.we 
reached the airport that in 
town you don't own any.real 
land. You only have your 

during :hat parts of,,t?e. day. • / 
RC- Fn. J /Jpr, 

JOHNSON, 11 
bJ ;\DI~ 
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Any volunteers? pine seeks helpers 
by Virginia York Alpine residents,),175 ofus including five years abroad, systems. Music in the Park, Wine in the 

in 2010, 2.73 percent fewer _ said simply: "You stait vol- DEATH RIDE: Teresa, 694·- Garden) VACANCIES IN ALPINE 
than in 2000, are spread · imteering becau.se you want 2475, www.deathride.com HOME HEALTH AND COUNTY COMMISSIONS 

Remember in our thin to cover the growing to help and you finish up see the volunteer page or fill HOSPICE: Chaplain Al Vacek , AND COMMITTEES: County 
younger years when the need for volunteers. having the best time:' · out a form at the Chamber of (530) 543-5581 Clerk's Office; 694~2281. 
teacher used to ask: ''.Any Those I have interviewed Children, and teenagers Commerce office. Enquireilbout training. Be a Applications cm-line or pick 
volunteers?" a multitude have waxed eloquent on the can work at some of the Work on our annual 1-29- .. companion to the patient to one up and return it to: P.O. 
of hands would shoot up? joys of volunteering. Some events. There are different mile endurance bicycle ride, provide breaks for ca'regiv- Box 158 Markleeville, CA· 
"Oh, please choose me;' the years ago a _ti:ien~ who had levels of commitment so second weekend of July, on a ers. Requires help of several 96120. 
unspoken words of every fallen on hard times vol: you can donateyour time rest stop, warehouse. hours/week. Alternatively, Ill Alpine County Child Abuse 
child .. · unteered-to teach English as you choos·e, for events or DIAMOND VALLEY SCHOOL: · work in the office .. Prevention Council 

As we grow older, more .. to Iraqi toiture victims. ' projects as they arise ol'for Laura Parks, 694-2238 HUNG-A-LEL0TI: Amy Ill Alpine County Mental 
and more responsibilities __ Knowing that his skills regular duties. - Volunteers require a T.B. Broadhurst, 694-1730 x3. Health Board 
creep into otir lives claim- were needed gave him a ALPINE CHRONICLE: Deirdre test and finge'rprinting. Call' Tutor at the Education Center; Ill Board of Appeals 
ing most of our waking feeling ofself~worth artd Wallace, 694-0045, alpin- . ahead to help with ski trips, cook a lunch for the Friday Iii Children and Families 
hours and sometimes we help.ed rJstore a pbsitive . echronic;le@gmail.com yard duty, reading, teach- , Create the Good. meeting; Commission-Firsr5 Alpine 
groan inwardly when asked mitlook o:iliife. In volun- · Contribute articles on any ing a skill in the after-school assist at adult socials. Ill Economi~ Development 
to make a donation of that / teei':l.ng _it is impossible for subject to our new, local, program. MENTORING PROGRAM Advisory Committee 
most precious resou.rce: :the giving to be one way; online newspaper. · PARENTS' GROUP; Kim (local branch ofTahoe Youth Ill Child Care Planning Council 
time. .. , ' w~ teach and are taught. ALPINE KIDS: Edie Veatch, Jackson, 694-1144. and Family Services) Betty Ill Markleeville Design · 

The other day an ac- . ,( JBonds of friendship, busi- 694-2934. \ Fundraiser for the school; Hathaway, (530) 694°9459. Review/Hi_storic Committee 
quaintance who wdrks ";'; ness and even romance can Drive families on Alpine Kids help with school events. You will be trained then Ill Social Service 
in Markleeviile walked be formed. Volunteering outings; work at the annual FIRE DEPARTMENT: Terrance matched with someone Transportation Advisory 
by my house with a dog I in the area in which one is blood drive and annual spa- Hughes,·Stati6n 92, 694-2223. aged 4-18. A commitment Council 
recognized as belonging trained ( eg. teaching) can ghetti dinner fundraiser. Be a ffrefighter. Eastern Alpine · of at least 4 hours a month is Ill STPUD Contract 
to an elderly woman. My lead to employment. _ -ALPINEWATERSHED Fire Qepartment meets every requirecfto spend involved Commission. 
aquaintance had volun- Where monetary gain is GROUP: Sarah Green: 694- · Tuesday 6-9 p.m., Woodfords with activities of interest to 
teered to ·walk the dog in not involved there is a spe- 2327, watershed@alpinecoun- Fire House. both of you. 
her lunch break. This kind cial spirit of commitment tyca.gov FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY: MUSEUM: Wanda Coyan, Please volunteer and con-
act reminded me that the and fun. My old friend Ma- Be a water monitor! Assist Library Staff, 694 2120. 694-2317, 694-2454. tribute to the quality oflife 
spirit ofvohinteerism IS bel R.eed, former resident with restoration projects; help Help with projects and events Work on projects including in Alpine County. And a 
alive and well in Alpine of Alpine County and a vol- maintain healthy watershed (eg. Teddy Bear P~_rade, restoration of the cemetery. big "thank-you" to all who 
County. It needs to be. unteei: for most of her life, '0-- do volunteer. 
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Markleeville founder finally gets his due 
by Karen Dustman Silver Mountain began to boom 

soon as prospectorsfound rich 
Poor Jacob Markley. May 14th silver leads. Suddenly Markley's 

this year marks 150 years from . homestead became extremely . 
the qaythe founder ofMarklee- valuable - as much for the toll 
ville was shot outside his humble road running through it as for 
cabin, and much ofhis life still the property itsel£ And before 
remains shrouded in mystery. But long a tiny settlement sprang up 
this year, at least, Markley will at this new "terminus of yee-haw 
finally get a bit of recognition. navigation": the place that mule 

Born on March 6, 1821, in Dun- teams ferrying goods and sup-
das, Ontario, Canada, Markley plies were forced to stop. 
emigr11-ted with his family to Vir- · MarkJey was quick tci real-
ginia as a youth. In the late 1840s, ize there was money to be made 
he anived hf Taylors Falls, Min-' - . selling homesites. There was 
nesota, and manied Sarah Am- only one.small pr9blem: a man 
brosia DeAtley, the daughter of a - na.nle4 Talco;tt Gould claimed 

, local carpenter: Markley was ap- half-ownership ofMarkley's 
parently struck with wanderiust , , l~nd.· 
o~ce ~gain abo~t 1860. L~avi~9;.,, · , It seems that Markley had 
his wife and children behm:d m ,, · signed a scrap of paper in No-
Minnesota, he set out to sey~ ~is vember 1861 granting Gould a 
fortune in California. . \~ 

1 
,❖ • half-interest in - well, some- · 

We don't know much .abdut thing. Markley claimed he sold 
Markley's westward travel~, but Gould only a half-interest in 
we do know that on September the toll road. Gould, however, 
12, 1861, he staked. out a 160- noted that the handwritten deed 
acre land claimjusteastofthe mentioned the "Merkly claim;' 
Sierra summit. There he built and argued that this meant the 
himself a little 16' x 20' cabin, toW11site, too. 
and covered it with sugarpine On May 14, 1863, Gould's 
shakes. - friend Henry Tuttle confronted 

Markley's timing would prove· Jacob Markley at his cabin, 
spectacular. Just a few miles up and as one source delicately 
the trail, the mining camp at put it, "an altercation· ensued." 

Tuttle left for a short time, tben 
returned with Go~ld, who "laid 
violent hands upon Markley." 
Markley managed to throw 
Gould and Tuttle out of his , 
cabin. But in an instant of bad 
judgment, Markley buckled 
on a pistol and followed. The 
argument resumed - now over 
whether Tuttle had ever repaid 
Markley some money he had 
borrowed. Exactly who pulled a . 
gun first remains unclear. But at 
some point in tl::ie dispute Tuttie 
"stepped back, drew his_ revolver, 
and shot [Markley] dead." 

For a while, nobody was quite 
sure whether the shooting had . 
occurred in California or on 
the Nevada side of the border, 
and Tuttle managed to escape 
prosecution llntil that funda- . 
mental issue was resolved. But 
in December, 1863, a California· 
grand jury finally indi~ed Tuttle 
for mru;qer, and he was brought to · 
trial in Amador County, Califopria 
the following March. _ . 

Witnesses testified, lawyers:· 
argued, and a jury ofTuttle's peers 
rendered a clear verdict: NOT 
guilty; Here again the histori-
cal trail goes cold as the actual 
records from Tuttle's tria_l are 
missing from Amador County's 

archives. The verdict, howeve1; 
suggests that the jury was con­
vinced that Tuttle acted in self­
defense or in defense of his friend · 
Gould. That pesky gun that Mar­
kley buckled on must not have . 
helped the prosecution. · 

Markley's body was buried "on 
a little eminence" overlooking 
"a fine stream;' close to the new 
toWll ofMarkleeville. While the 
exact location of his grave remains 
a mystery, it is just possible that 
Jacob Markley beC<!,l11e the first 

. · person tq be buried in today's 
. Markleeville Cemetery. 

Markleeville's foµnder may not 
have gone down in history for his 
·fine temper and genial disposi- · 
tion. But he will be warmly re- . 
membered fo.r his excellent choice 
in-real estate. 

On May 18, 2013, the toW11 of 
Markleeville.will celebrate ''Jacob 
Markley bay"- nearly 150 years to · 
the day from Markley's ~hooting .. 

Jacob Markley Day Celebr11tion · 
is May 18, 2013, from 10-4, ,NQille 
County Chamber·. -- · · -- -

Special Re-Enactnient Play at 
"high .noon". Hear "Jacob" describe 
the early toWll ofMarkleeville, and 
watch his killer brought to justice 
(ornot! Wewon'tgiveawaythe 
~nding.) · 

Monitor 
Pass 
reopens 
Staff Reports 

Monitor Pass opened Monday, 
the earliest it's been cleared of snow 
since 2008, according to the Califor­
nia Department of Transportation . 

Road crews cleared the pass of 
snow, debris and made repairs to the 
pass in.time for it to open at 11 a.m. 
It closed on Dec. 18 .. 

None of the other Sierra passes 
that are typically closed during the· 
winter have reopened. Last year. 
Ebbetts Pass on Highway 4 didn't 
open until May 11. The earliest it has 
opened was May 8, 2009. 

According to Natural Resources 
Consel'\Tation Service telemetry, 
there were 55 inches of snow at 
Ebbetts.Pass on March 1. SinGe then 
the snow depth's dropped to 44 
inches. 

Sonora and Tioga passes typi­
cally don't open until May. Last year, 
Sonora Pass opened on May 4 and 
Tioga opened on May 7, 
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One dead in accident over 
embankment at Caples Lake 
by Kurt Hildebrand 
khildebrand@recordcourier.com 

California authorities are inves­
tigating a fatal accident at Caples 
Lake Dam after a vehicle was found 
over the embankment on Monday 
evening. 

The vehicle ended up about 25 
yards below the dam, and the driver 
was ejected, according to Alpine 
County Undersheriff Rob Levy. 

Levy said no one witnessed the 
accident when it happened. It was 
about 5:30 p.m. that someone spot­
ted the vehicle and reported the 
incident. Levy said the victim was 
obviously dead. 
· Rescuers worked to recover the 

body and the vehicle as snow fell 
during the evening. 

Levy said the identity of the 
-driver had yet to be determined on · 
Monday night. Alpine County will 
be in charge of the autopsy while 
the California Highway Patrol is in 
charge of investigating the accident._ 

Chains or snow tires are required 
on all vehicles ex~ept four-wheel 
drive from Silver Lake to east of 
Woodfords. 

II In an unrelated incident, the 
occupants of two pickups involved 
in a head-on collision near the in­
tersection of Highway 395 and Riv­
erview Drive on Sunday afternoon 
escaped with non-life threatening 
injuries. 

The accident occurred at 1:37 
p.m. and shut down the highway's · 

· southbound lanes for about an 
hour. 

The accident involved a 2011 blue 
pickup driven by Michael Lightfoot, 
38, of Gardnerville and a 2000 
white Ford Ranger driven by a 
17-year-olci Gardnerville girl. 

1\vo juveniles in the Ford Rang­
er were taken to Carson Valley 
Medical Center as a result of the 
accident. 

A phone box was damaged in the 
accident. Anyone with information 
about the accident is asked to con­
tact the-~evada Highway Patrol a'.t 
775-688-2500 and refer to case No. 
130413870. , 

Indian C~~ek campground opens April 261-
Staff Reports 

Indian Creek Reser­
voir campground will 
open for the season 10 
a.m. April 26 according 
to- the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Dubbed one of the 
best campground values 
in the Sierra Nevada 
with hot showers, flush 
toilets, an RV sanitary 
dump station, paved 
roads and parking sites, 
and bear'-proof storage 
lockers:available at each 
site, the campground 
features a ELM main­
tenance technician and 
camp hosts on-site. 
. Other facilities at 

Indian Creek Reservoir 
include a boat launch-
ing area, day use picnic 
area, three loop interpre- · 
tive trail system and over 
eight miles of hiking 
trails. · 

The ~ollowing fee 
schedule shows the fees 
for the !2013 camping 

season: 
RV/Tent Single Site (13) 

$20/night 
RV/Tent Double Site (6) 

$32/night 
Tent Area Single Site 

(6) $14/night · 
Tent Area Double Site 

(4) $20/night 
Group Area $SO/night 
Sanitary Dump Station 

$10/vehicle/use. 

The main camp area 
. has 19 sites that accom-
-mo date RV and .tent 
campers on a non-res-

. ervation basis. Six of 
these 19 sites are·consid­
ered "double" occupancy 
sites since they have two 
parking spots, two tent 
pads and two picnic ta­
bles. This' area has flush 
.toilets, hot showers and 
drinking water. 

The walk-in tent area, 
located south of the 
main camp are·a, has 10 
sites that can accommo­
date up to 15 tents on a 
nonreservation basis. · 

Four of the 10 tent 
sites are considered dou­
ble occupancy sites since 
they have two tent pads 
and two picnic tables'. 
Sanitary facilities in this 
area include vault toilets 
and potable water. 

With advanced reser­
vations, a group of up 
to 40 people may camp 

.. -:,_. 

in the group campsite 
that accommodates tents 
only. 

To make a reservation 
at the group campsite, 
or for more information, 
contact the ELM Carson 
City District Office at 
775-885-6000. 
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Niarine ID' d 
as victim -in 
Caples Lake 
fatal accident 
by Kurt Hildebrand 
khildebrand@recordcourier.com 

A 25-year-old Marine 
who served overseas 
was identified as the 
person killed at Caples 
Lake onApril 15. 

Benjamin Keith 
Rauschenberger, 25, of 
Elwood, Ind., was trav­
elling on Highway 88 

He_ said Rauschenberger 
· was driving a 2010 Toyota 
Tacoma pickup west when 
he failed to negotiate the 

sharp corner on the 
north side of the 
lake. 

and went over the edge Rauschen­

According to 
the report, there 
was snow on the 
roadway when 
Rauschenberger 
left the roadway 
and traveled up a 
dirt embankment 

of the roadway, land­
ing 25 yards from the 

berger 

road, aceording'to the Alpine 
County Sheriff's Office. 

Rauschenberger was sta­
tioned at Pickel Meadows 
Mountain Warfare Tu.ining 
Center. 

The accident occurred at 
about4:45 p.m. dmfug a 
snowstorm. No one saw the 
accident occur. A Califorc:· 
nia High~ay Patrol o:ffi.c~r 
on routine patrol spotted 
the accident scene at about : 
5 p.m., according to CHP 
spokesman Jeff Gartner. 

"He was going too fast 
when he hit a tree, a signpost 
and then a gate post and was 
ejected," Gartner said. "The 
vehicle ended up hitting a , 
tree." 

The vehicle ended up 25 
yards down the e:i;nbank­
ment. The accident occurred 
before chain controls went 
into effect 

A posting on Facebciok by 
; Rauschenberger's family said 
": he'd~_erved in both Afghani­

-- stan and Iraq. 
-··,. 
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Alpine County Library and Archives: Read On ... 
by Virginia York 

On April 6; ToddJ3org, 
author of the award­
winning Tahoe Mystery 
Series, gave a free talk at 
the Alpine County Library -
. to an-enthralled group 
of Alpiners. Todd, who 
lives at Lake Tahoe, spoke 
in a lively, encouraging 
way about writing and 
publishing. One of his 
rules of thumb is to write 
books which his mother ' 
would recommend to ·her 
friends; violence happens 
mostly •off-stage and there 

_ are only suggestions of 
sex. His 11th book in the : 

series, "Tahoe Trap;' will 
be coming out in August. 

UPCOMING LIBRARY 
EVENTS: Mark your 
calendars -

Saturday 1-3 p.m. Cel­
ebrate National Library 
Week with the Teddy Bear 
Parade. Alpine Kids will 
host a free barbeque, Miss 
Honey Bear, will lead the · 
parade around the park at 

· 1:30, Other community 
organ1~ation~ will spopsoi: 
craft tables and activities 
for childr¢h. Everybody is 
wefoo~e it this free event. 

i,
0

, '~·aiurday May n; 9-11 
.'' 

1 a:;in;, at the library, 

LifeStory Writing Work- · 
shop. Karen Dustman, 
freelance writer and local 
historian, will be teaching 
this free workshop which 
will get you started on 
writing your own life story 
or that of a family mem­
ber. To take part, contact 
Karen at 694-2122 or -
kdustman@clairitage. 
com. 

One Saturday a xponth 
the library, in partnership 
with Choices for Chil­
dren, presents a children's 
storytime. Rachel Broth- · 
ers, of Choices for Chil­
dren, provides a story and · 
craft; The Friends of the 

Library fund a healthful 
snack and supplemen­
tal supplies. Check with' 
the library for date,<; and 
times. 

On June 29, 4-9 p.m. 
The Friends of the Library 
will be hosting their an­
nual Wine in the Garden_· 
fundraiser at the Moun­
tain and The Garden, 150 
Old Pony Express Road, 
near the Woodfords junc­
tion of highways 88 and 
89. Come and imbibe fine, 
donated wines and relax 
in the company of your 
friends and neighbors. 
There will be live music. 
Tickets, available from the 
library or at the entrance, 
are $20 each, $35 for two, 
There'll be a raffle, too. 
Prizes include wine tast­
ings at neai'by wineries, 
nights and meals at our 
inns and restaurants and 
the beautiful work oflocal 
artists. 

OTHER LIBRARY 
NEWS: 

11111 On March 19 the 
B9ard of Supervisors voted 
li~animously t6· reinstate 

RITA LOVELUSP.ECIA~ TO THE RC 

Mystery writer Todd Borg addresses an Alpine crowd. 

the county librarian as a . 
department head. This . 
restores- the library's seat at 
the county table. 

II In February the Library 
was awarded_$18,500 by· 
California State Library for, 
the "Pitch an Idea" grant. 
The winning idea is to cre­
ate a'digital learning center 
in the library called ''The 
Alpine Digital Bridge:' 

A local a1tisan is gener­
ously donating time to 
make fm'niture forthis 
project from locally grown 
woods. The library plans to 

open the center in July. 
Ill The Library was also 

awarded a grant ($1,340) 
to attend the California Li­
brary Association meeting 
in Long Beach-in Novem­
ber. The meeting is man­
dated for county librarians. 

Ill In February the county 
hired a pa1t-time Bookmo­

, bile driver, Sherry Sellars, 
to provide serviceto Dia­
mond Valley School. The 
Diamond Valley School Site 
Council agreed to apropos­
al to fund the restoration of 
this position in November. 
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NORTH OF TAHOE 

COFFEEBAR How 
can one grind be 

so much better than the 
rest? Somehow, it is. 
In Truckee, perfect 
lattes, baked goods, 
and gelato. coffeebar 
truckee.com. 

LOST TRAIL LODGE 
Z Near Truckee, off­

the-grid lodge accessed 
by foot or (in summer 
and fall) car. Mountain 
bike (BYO), then Jacuzzi 
to your heart's content. 
From $198; losttrail 
lodge.com. 

SOUTH OF TAHOE 

WRIGHTS LAICE 
J TRAILHEADS Hike 

into Desolation Wilder­
ness from the west. 
Great camping too. 
(530} 644-2349. 

4 HOPE VALLEY 
CAFE In a roadside 

shack, owner Leesa 
bakes superior fruit 
pies (good breakfasts 
and lunches as well). 
$; (530} 694-2323. 

GROVER HOT 
S SPRINGS STATE 

PARK Two family­
friendly pools-one hot 
and one cool, and both 
sulfur-free (no rotten-egg 
smell). $7; par/cs.ca.gov. 

CENTRAL & SOUTHERN 
SIERRA (WEST SIDE) 

CALAVERAS BIG 
6 TREES STATE PARK 

Stroll through North 
Grove-the first stand of 
giant sequoias visited by 
non-Native Americans. 
$10; parks.ca.gov. 

Tent cabins from $350, 
including 2 meals/day; 
visitsequoia.com. 

14 MORO ROCK 
About 400 granite 

steps ascend 6,725-foot 
Moro Rock-like Half 
Dome without the cables 
and the long hike. $20/ 
vehicle; nps.gov/seki. 

lS REIMER'S CANDIES 
Classic sweetshop 

in Three Rivers, because 
no summer trip is com­
plete without fudge. 
reimerscandies.com. 

EASTERN SIERRA 
(BISHOP/ 
MAMMOTH AREA) 

t6 MOSQUITO FLAT 
The 10,300-foot 

trailhead at the end of 
Rock Creek Road is the 
Sierra's highest: From 
here, hike through Little 
Lakes Valley. fs.usda. 
gov/main/inyo/home. 

t7 PIE IN THE SKY 
CAFE Fresh pies at 

9,700 feet. Get there 
early; the King family's 
legendary slices (from 
$7) sell out by midday. 
rockcreeklake.com. 

l8 RESTAURANT AT 
CONVICT LAKE 

Beef Wellington and 
bananas Foster at a 
rustic fishing resort south 
of Mammoth Lakes. 
$$$; convictlake.com. 

lS DEVILS POSTPILE 
NATIONAL MONU­

MENT Geology meets 
geometry in a massive 
rock formation of hexag­
onal columns formed by 
an ancient lava flow. 
From $7; nps.gov/depo. 

!) Vf'-Se:.+ l'l\o_311t~l'\e. 

l"\a..y .1.0L3 
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Off-the-grid Bear Valley 
Between Yosemite and Lake Tahoe, Bear Valley is 
literally at the end of the road: Caltrans stops plow­

ing State 4 a couple of miles past the village (pop. 121). 
Evenings are more about bottles of wine in front of crack­
ling fires than fancy cocktails. And the four-story granite 
fireplace in the rustic ski-in, 51-room Bear Valley Lodge is 
all the nightlife you'll need. Roads are as sparse as crowds 
here, so if you rent a house through Bear Valley Vacation 
Rentals, expect to be escorted in by snowmobile taxi. 
Tickets from $62; bearvalley.com 

U,!'iEii.R G!MUJt!c,. E!fJ\ 

Bear Valley, CA, has 
views to forever. 

Real snow at Monarch Mountain 
This south-central Colorado resort, built by the Works Prog­
ress Administration during the Great Depression, doesn't do 

manmade snow. Nor does it do attitude: Venture into the terrain 
park, and others will cheer you on even if you never break out of 
a snowplow. For a taste of the local laid-back flavor, head to Salida, 
25 miles east of Monarch Pass, where Wood's High Mountain Distill­
ery hopes to open this season, with small-batch gins and whiskeys. 
Tickets from $52; ski monarch.com n 

34 Sunset December 2012 
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BEST MOUNTAIN DRIVE 

Sonora 
&Ebbetts 
Pt-isses 
Only a few roads cut through 
the Sierra from west to east. If 
speed's your goal, set cu-uise 
control and take 1-80 over 
Donner Summit. But locals argue 
about which other mountain pass 
boasts the best scenery. Which is 
why you shouldn't drive just one. 
Instead, take a weekend for a 
road trip on States 4 and 108. 

Da)' 1: From Arnold, drive 
State 4 to Bear Valley. Just 
beyond, Lake Alpine Resort 
serves· up a hearty trout-and­
eggs breakfast, and renl's 
kayaks. Heading east, 4 curlicues 
up and over Ebbetts Pass' s 
8,732-foot summit. Two right 
turns take you first over State 
89' s Monitor Pass, then south on 
U.S. 395 through the rugged 
Walker River canyon. For dinner 
and a motel room, Bridgeport 
(see p. 61) is your best bet. 

Day 2: From Bridgeport, State 
108 runs west to climb steep 
switchbacks past thick stands of 
aspens and craggy volcanic 
outcroppings to the 9,624-foot 
Sonora Pass. West of the summit, 
Kennedy Meadows Resort has 
hamburgers and horseback 
rides. At Donnell Vista, walk the 
path that shows off the Yosemite­
like gorge of Donnell Reservoir. 
Cap off the trip with a swim OJt 
Pinecrest Lake, and dream of 
doing it all again in reverse. 
Passes fcall for opening date}: 
(800} 427-7623. Lake Alpine 
Resort: from $150 (open May 
24); lakealpineresort.com. Kert­
nedir Meadows: from $68 (restau­
rant open mid-May); kenrtedy 
meadows.com. Pinecrest Lafce: 
fs.usda.gov/stanislaus. -A.M.13. 
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Valley in a sheer 3,000-footwall that shouts, 
We are what mountains are all about. 

As for McGee Creek Pack Station, it's a tidy 
90-year-old scattering of wooden buildings 
set beneath cottonwood trees. I stroll down 
to the corral, meet owners Lee and Jennifer 
Roeser, and exchange good m,ornings with 
the other blue-jeaned, sunblock.ed clients. 

One of the wranglers leads a string of 
chestnuts and roans, and matches mount to 
rider. UplgoonLance, with wranglers shout­
ing advice: "Sit up tall. Heels down, legs 
straight. Weight on the balls of your feet." 

The pack station sits at 7,600 feet. Our 
destination, Big McGee Lake, is 3,000 feet 
higher. This gets at an essential fact of the 
Eastern Sierra Nevada: It is very steep. The 
tectonic science is complex, says Moores, 
who roamed therangewithJohnMcPheefor 
the writer's Pulitzer Prize-winning Annals 
oftbe Former World. The Sierra and Califor­
nia's Central Valley ride on their own micro­
plate, which is performing a geological 
minuet with the North American and Pacific 
plates. The dance has lifted a mountain 
range that is like a giant hinge at 

Lee Roeser's family has been leading tour­
ists through the Sierra, in addition to other 
packing work, since the 1950s. He was 

· raised at a station one canyon north. Jenni­
fer grew up on horses-"my first babysitter 
was a quarterhorse named Toby''-and 

_ began working pack stations in her teens. 
They have the tanned good looks of models 
in an outdoor-clothing fashion spread, and 
have made their lives in these mountains, 
sharing them with others. "I never take the 
Sierra for granted, but it's a good place to 
introduce people to the wilderness," say.s 
Jennifer. "It's a gentle mountain range." 

As we continue up the canyon, I agree. 
The air has warmed up and the peaks glow 
with midmorning sun. Wildflowers-paint­
brush and monkshood-are firecrackers of 
color. For all their ruggedness, these moun­
tains aren't brooding. McGee Canyon, espe­
cially, is welcoming: Each turn of the trail 
brings a new view, as if the Sierra were 
saying, You thought that was pretty, now 
look at this. 

And yet. There's a paradox to the Sierra. 

its apex, with a gentler western 
slope and a steeper slope on the 
eastern side. Indeed, the Sierra 
Crest is still growing, says 
Moores, "a couple of millimeters 
a year." 

McGee Creek's packers take pride in neatly stowed 
provisions, tied to mules with elegant hitches. 

Now, riding Lance, I'm clomp­
ing pretty mucl1 straight uphill. 
This, of course, explains the 
appeal of tl1e pack trip, a Sierra 
tradition that dates back to 19th-
century surveyors, miners, and 
anyone who needed to haul stuff: 
It's better to have a four-footed 
animal lug you and your gear 
upward than it is to carry it all on 
your own two feet. 

When our posse of riders 
passes a couple of back.packers, 
burdened by everything they'll 
need for the weekend, I think I 
should feel guilty, but feel trium­
phant. We carry nothing. The 
Roesers' mules and horses-gen­
eral rule is horses carry people, 
mules carry stuff-lug us and all 
our gear. 



a;s-SIERRA SECRET 

BEST MOUNTAIN LODGE 

Kit Carson 
Lodge 
The perfect Sierra lodge should 
at once give you lots of things to 
do and make it hard for the 
outside world to annoy you. 
Karen and Mike Riddle's version 
of this ideal retreat sits on Silver 
Lake-a sapphire blue lake 
where you can swim, or rent a 
kayak and paddle out to.the 
lake's Treasure Island. A short 
drive away is all the hiking you'll 
ever need: Easy treks include the 
1-mile trail to Granite Lake. For 
the mo,re ambitious, a 3.6-mile 
trail ascends Thunder Mountain. 

Then there's the lodge parlor, 
which has knotty pine walls, a 
stone fireplace, and landscape 
paintings by local artists. Comfy 
chairs and small tables invite 
protraded games of cribbage. 
Seclusion? Most cell phones 
don't work, although they'll let 
you use the house phone if you 
need it And don't forget your 
French press: Though fixed vp in 
2011, the lodge still has genera­
tors that don't tolerate electric 
coffeemakers in the otherwise 
well-stocked cabin kitchens. 

Still, you'll feel like you're in 
the hulb of it all on Sundays, 
when the lodge's chef caters an 
outdoor barbecue with sticky 
slabs of pork ribs and roasted 
chicken. Like the Kit Carson 
itself, they're·perfect. Rooms 
from$ 130, cabins from $ 180; 
kitcarson/odge.com. -A.M.B. 

People collide with it. Even conservation 
icon John Muir, who came as close as any 

human could to fully knowing this place, 
was humbled and stunned by it. In the 
summer of 1911, when he first reached the 
Sierra's crest, he began almost to babble, 
saying the mountains made people feel "dis­
solved and absorbed and sent pulsing 
onward we know not where." 

Or take Cheryl Strayed in her best-selling 
memoir of hiking the Pacific Crest Trail, 
Wild. Onherfirstnightin the mountains, she 
recalls, she "stared out over the land in a 
demolished rapture, too tired to even rise 

and walk to my tent." 
Or me, for that matter. My first High 

Sierra experience was hiking up Mt. Whit­
ney at age 16. My father and I were joining 
some ofhis Lions Club friends, none of them 
hikers. I'd never been above 5,000 feet. We 
hiked through rain, hail, lightning, and alti­

tude-induced nausea. All of my dad's bud­
dies gave up and turned back. When he and 
I reached the summit, I was for some time 
too sick to notice. Eventually I recovered, 
and looked out from 14,505 feet at the spiky 
line of Sierra peaks that stretched north and 
south with the rest of the North American 

Sierra mules are typically loaded with as much as 150 pounds of gear. 



continent spreading out below. Wow, I 
remember thinking, so this is what the 
planet can do. 

IT'S NOON WHEN we reach Big McGee Lake, 
set in a green damp meadow and, despite its 
name, smallish. The air smells of sunlight, 
lake water, and horse. Wranglers tie up 
horses and mules, unload camp stoves and 
sleeping bags: This is camp. I climb offLance 
onto solid ground, feeling sore already. 

I look up at the surrounding peaks­
Crocker, Red and White-which I now knowj 
from Moores are infinitesimally taller than 

when we started out this morning. It's a view 
that can make somebody tremble, not just 
from horse-weary muscles but from the 
sense of arriving at the summit of a growing, 
beautiful world. 

That's the real secret of the Sierra, I realize. 
Big McGee Lake, Mt. Whitney, the meadow 
where you saw your first bear, the granite 
sparkling in the sun: They all loom as large 
in reality as they do in your mind. And 
they've been waiting for you all this time. 

McGee Creek Pack Station: All-day trail ride 

$125; pack trips from $200; mcgeecreekpack 

station.com. 

~SIERRA SECRET 

Best alpine valley 

MINERAL KING 
Part of the drama of Mineral 
King comes just from getting 
there. The 25-mile, nearly 7,000-
foot climb starts innocently 
enough in Three Rivers, one of -
Sequoia National Park's gate­
way towns. But before you 
know it, Mineral King Road is 
leading you on a succession of 
twists and blind corners with 
drop-offs above a seemingly 
bottomless canyon. And farther 
up, through forest where 
massive, cinnamon-hued trunks 
of giant sequoias dwarf the 
surrounding trees. 

A few miles past Silver City 
Mountain Resort, the only non­
camping option along the way, 
the road rounds the last of its 
nearly 700 turns then dead-ends 
at Mineral King Valley. 

At this point, it's fine to gasp, 
but you're not done. The glacier­
carved valley is the jumping-off 
point for hikes in meadows of 
wildflowers, along creeks that 
tumble through stands of aspen, 
up to alpine lakes with views of 
cascades down mountain faces. 
Those 700 turns? Worth it, every 
one of them. Mineral King Valley: 
$20/vehic/e (open May 22}; nps. 
gov/seki. Silver City resort: From 
$100 ( open May 24}; silvercity 
resort.com. -Matthew Jaffe 
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Enjoying fruits of a self-sown garden 
. . . .. ,. 

by Kar_en Dustman 

Jt's the b_est time of the gardening year: 
enjoying the fruit of things you never 
planted. · 

While my husband is out in the green­
house toiling away ( 40 flats of carefully-: 
planted seeds, and counting), I'm already 
reaping an early harvest from _last year's __ 
garden. The spinach is up all over, scat- · ._ 
tered wide by the wind. Asparagus, too, is 
ready for picking, with not an ounce of my 
effort toward this delightful crop. The lar_ge 
tarragon plant that resurrects itself.every· . 
year has already put out sh: inches of new~\ 
growth. _ ,. ~ ., . ._ 

. B~st find of ~l: a veritable gt$l~J Ci)-fPet 
of cilantro, trymg hard to pi:eeinp~ the spot 
where.the tomatoes will S05)P. go; It's just 
two inches high so far, but:imi:thune to cold 
nights and making the most of these the 
·m11ch-warmer days.And i{I don't pickit 
now it will soon get tilled under, along with 
the occasional weed sprouting companion­
ably along with it. 

And what do to with this first harvest 
of the season? Spinach and asparagus are 
easy. There's not enough of those to last 
long, anyhow. . 

For tarragon and other herbs, my dad 
taught me an easy trick: just wash, pat dry, 

Self-sown asparagus from Karen Dustman's self-sown gai'd~n. 
SPECIAL TO R-C 

then pop it in the microwave on a paper 
towel until the leave_s are crispy (roughly a 
minute). For some reason the color stays 
much greener with microwave drying, 
unlike traditional air-dried herbs. I save 
my tiny harvest in glass jars and use it all 

winter long, savoring memories of days like 
today. 

Best of all is the early cilantro harvest. 
Some of it, of course, makes its way into 
fresh salsa. The •microwave trick also 
wqrks well for <:lrying this aromatic herb, 
't '\' 

. though it's never quite-as flavorful as when 
fresh-picked; · 

But even-with the small early'cr6p, it's 
easy to find yourself with way too much 
cilantro ·on your hands._ My favorite soh1-
tion: a frozen cilantro pesto. Plastic ice 
cub'e trays make it easy to.pop out the right 
amount for future use. And the flavor stays 
nearly as good as when fresh. Another won­
derful treat ft;om your un-sown garden for 
the middle of winter. 

CILANTRO PESTO 
Wash cilantro. well, and remove the largest 
stems. Pat dry. 
Place a generous bunch of cilantro in food 
processor or blender with: · · 
II½ c. olive oil -
111_-2 Tb. lemon juice (to taste) 
II pinch of red pepper 
II ½ tsp. salt 
Blend well. 
Fill plastic ice cube trays with mixture, using · 
rubber spatula to press _into cells.· 
Freeze until solid, then remove individual 
cubes. Store in the freez_er in plastic freezer 
bag until ready to use. Defrost as needed. 
Serving suggestion: Top black beans and rice 
with spoonfuls of Cilantro Pesto; garnish with 
diced tomatoes. 



Remembering those who. came before 
April, this side of the valley, 

was a long, very cold drink of 
much needed irrigation water. 
The season's first is always 
the longest with shoveling out­
clumps and bunches of sticks, 
weeds and what not that flow 

Marie Johnson 
Fencelines 

But for now May is coming on 
nice and green making clean­
ing the.cemetery a little more 
pleasant. 

my run here. Years ago, as a 
bride for less than one year, 
my husband came home one 

-afternoon with a sheet of pa­
per showing we now owned 
an eight-person burial plot: 
At the time barely knowing 
a single soul buried there, 
I certainly had no idea who 
would be the other six eyharing 
our plot. 

bushes, fill in squirrel holes, 
collect bits of trash, wipe 
dust off head stones, and tell 

- stories to remember people I 
never met, and some I did. 

_There are war veterans, 
decorated with flags each 
Memorial Day, throughout th€ 
place. As well as long-mar­

·ried couples. Beloved wives 
and mothers. Loving fathers. 

. into the ditches. You have to 
adjust all the' boxes, fix any 
that blow out. Fill in squirrel 
holes. Dig some new trenches. 
Shore up banks worn down 
over winter. Thankfully there 
was plenty of water the. first 
niij whi1f repafrlwer.e mad et -

i\3,;V\t~!etis.going to be tight. - 1 . ' 

Fredericksburg cemetery, 
just t1J:ith.e hiJl, is where I am 

, supposed to beJmried after 

For six generations my hus­
. band's relatives have gone to 
the cemetery before Memorial 
weekend to clear out tumble­
weeds, pull fresh weeds; trim 

Small granite markers with 
"baby" carved in block letters, 
and a date. There are simple 

BEFORE, 1· 

BEFORE 
Frompage10 

flat stones, dried wooden 
markers, huge ornately 
carved family monuments. 
All-finding rest. 

This quiet cemetery 
is on a couple of acres 
donated years ago by the 
Bruns family. They also 
voluntarily turn on the 
watei: spigots early May 
and turn them off again 
before winter freeze. 
There is no power, so the 
flag, also donated each . 

. year, on the flag pole, 
thanks to the work of 
the Bergevin/Dressler 
family, and all those who 
dug the hole and poured 

. -- . .. Re.-~-iJd. friAJ $; /J.O 13 
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the concrete, only has to come. -
solar powered lights, also - Last year people geo-
donated, shining on it at cached items in Freder-
night. icksburg cemetery, caus- -

Headstones, some with ing a man to visit it. While 
names of the first immi- hunting for the geocached 
giant families to settle in,. things ~his man also found 
Carson Valley, don't want a civi1 war veteran marker 
to be vandalized, taken and an el!lerly gentleman 
or shown-on television. If -cleaning a family plot. 
you could ask individu,als , _a The geocacher noticed 
under these stones they · other p!ots-needing a good 
would probably say don't cleaning; so he contacted 
make a big fuss about us._ me offering -extensive help 
Do the best you can, work sponsored by his~m-
hard, get things done. player. Thanking-t~e'ID:_11-n, _ 
Make things better. And but explaining the,sii:I!,p}e. 
pretty sure, from the peo- workings of the cemetery 
ple I know buried there, and its very limited bud-
the better would not just _ get, the cemetery board 
be for immediate gratifi- declined additional land- ' 

_ cation, but for generations -scaping and decorative 

improvements that would 
need to be taken care of 

- for perp~tuity. 
_Kinda sorry I deleted 

the geocacher's informa­
tion. The cemetery could 
always use help before 
Memorial Day to tidy 
things up. Don't mind the 
dust, weeds, and Hzards. 
Bring your own shovel 
and gloves. Y01i won't get 

·much recognition. Maybe 
a little personal gratifica­
tion for a necessary job 
well done. Like some early 
resiaents might have felt 
before settling here for 
good. 

Marie Johnson is a Carson_ 
Valley rancher. 



Watershed Group 
seeks coordinator 
Staff Reports . healthy watershed systems 

projects in the headwaters of the 
Carson, Mokelumne, Stanislaus, 

The Alpine Watershed Group American and Truckee River 
is looking for a new watershed watersheds. 
coordinator to manage the or- The watershed coordinator 
ganization's water quality moni- .position is supported by funding 
toring programs and watershed from;the California Department 
restoration. of Conservation, Carson Water 

The coordinator also assists with Subconservancy District and the 
office management and organi- Alpine County,Resource Advisory 
zational fundraising, and reports ,. Coii_lmitttie~ · · 
to the senior watershed coordina~ , ,, Applicants should have a bach- · 
tor. This is a contract positioIJ. at " elor's degree in environmental 
30-40 hours a week with an ihjtjal • ./ science, natural resource manage-
contract period of six months.' . ,: ment, or related field and experi-
Compensation will depenq,on,;··· ence with water quality monitor-
experience. . .~li,; r, ing and data analysis. Restoration 

The position is based in \ experience is also preferred. Three 
Markleeville. fo five years demonstrated experi-

The Alpine Watershed Group ence in project management in 
preserves and works to enhance an environmental or conservation 
the natural system furtctions of position is desired . 

. Alpine County's watersheds for Anyone interested should con-
future generations. tact the group at 530-694-2327 or 

The group monitors water qual- watershed@alpinecountyca.gov. 
ity, assists with restoration projects for a complete description of du-
and engages community partici- ties, qualifications and application 
pation in order to help maintain process. 
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pine remembers founder 
Staff Reports 

". Tuesday marks 150 years 
since the founder ofMar­
kleeville was shot outside 
his cabin.·· 

Jacob Markley moved . 
to Califoritla to siek his 
fortune in.1860 and staked 
out a. claim wh~re the 

· town ofMarkleeviUe now 
stands. A dispuhfover a 

will re-enact the untimely 
death of town namesake 
Jacob Markley at the Al­
pine County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

A tintype of Jacob Markley from the 
Alpine County Museum. Markleeville's 
founder was killed May 14, 1863. 

' .. partnership agreement led 
, to Markley's untimely end 

in 1863. 
At high noon on March 

,18, Markleeville residents 

Actors will include Su~ 
pervisor Don Jardine as 
Markley, Supervisor Ron 
Hames as the Constable, 
Steve Hibbs as the shooter, 
and a cast of other locals. 
The chamber will be serv­
ing cookies and punch, 
and crafters' booths will 
also be on hand to help · 

., celebrate the first Jacob 
Ma~kleyDay. 

Forest Service to close recreational area 
Staff Reports 

· Plans to reduce fuelscfrom 
the Nevada state line to Cas­
cade Lake }¥ill close the popu­
lar recreational area through 
June starting this month. 

About 280 acres between 
Golden Bear Estate off Pio-. 
neer Trail and Sierra Tract 
is among the areas slated for 
work this yea~ . ,.,. 

. The project includes the the Forest Service will restore 
thinning of trees and brush official trails, but will not re-
to reduce the risk of wildfire store user-created trails. 
and improve forest health, ac: · As the field season pro-
cording to a statement. . · · gresses, thinning may also 

The Forest Service willoffi- take place where conditions 
cially close. the area for about allow, including Christmas 
two months due to the haz- Valley, Fallen Leaf Lake, Mey-
ards posed by heavy equip- ers, the Highway SQ corridor, 
ment operation and falling Gardner Mountain and the 
trees. Pioneer Trail side of Trout 

After work is completed, Creek. 



TRIBE 
From page 10 

our homeland. This was natm'al leadership, 
dahtohmusheh, like the elders before us, 
had been. 

What you, the council admits, is that 
you have no knowledge of, and are in need 
of education about the invasive species of 
plants.and animals, like those Asian clams 
now surfacing on Tahoe shores. 

The constitution the Washo adopted 
in 1934 needs to be designed to meet the 
values and principles of that Washo system, 
which was given to the Washo people to do 
just that. Self-determination, self-gover­
nance, and these words are the traditional 
Washo ways, so why isn't it working for _us? 
Why do we have homeless and hungry? 

We have to start with a think tank using. 

Washo brain power to make constitutional 
changes, which in all aspects of the Washo 
world are customs, traditions, beliefs·. It 
makes sense because that has checks and 
balances of that fail safe system that we 
need to get back to, unlike this constitution 
that cunently dictates a design to our fail­
ing system. 

Washo custom is to stop and listen to 
those who. are there to help strengthen, 
include insight to be more prepared for a 
better outcome, for tribe. 

The job of a good leader is to sunound 
himself with competent individuals, people 
who can provide the professional skills, a 
good education to carry out the daily re- · 
sponsibilities. I look around, and see some · 
very competent individuals who would 

. . malrn good employees of the hibal orga- · 
nization. I would give full support to give 
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those an oppmtunity to show what can be 
offered, just as I'm asking you to give me the 
chance to show you all that I can do this job. 
That makes for good service and produc­
tion in those fields of expertise of the Washo 
people's business cooperation, known as the 
Washo..'llibe of Nevada and California. 

You may not like me, or are jealous in 
some shape or forn;1. That keeps you, and 
the Washo people from going forward. The 
old hatefulness that now has divided us · 
since 1859. Grudges that were before our 
time must end sometime. I say tonight's the 
riight it gets done. 

As your next chairman, I will provide the 
strength in leadership that this council needs, 
requires to be protected and provided for, . 
and securing the people's business so that it 
protects and provides for them. 

All of you stated you couldn't fill the shoes 

of the leaders before you. Well if you asked 
:me if I could do the chairmanship job, I 
would say I was born to do this job. Yes I 
could, and would do that job proudly, with 
all the powers ofWasho way. I would do it for 
the return of the Washo. I would be there for 
what I've been told, taught, instructed to do, 
through oral ti·adition. Like the old people 
told me as I was growing up, "when you get 
there, if our offspring make it, could you 
tell them what we would've wanted them.to 
know:' 

I replied always, ''Yes I would;' and here we 
are 43 years later, and I'm asking you to let 
me show you what the old people wanted you 
to know. Pick me to be Washo tribe chiµr­
man. You'll not regre~ it. 

" 
Art George prepared this statement for his r-) 
candidacyfor Washoe Tribal chairman. \H· 

Tribi _rriust return to the WaSho way 
, . 

Whi& ~o\.iia. I do as Washoe Art George I will educate each one of you 
tribal chairman? Guest Opinion on the settled laws of the Washo 

-~tfue give an exampl~. people. We will learn together 
Wh~n I asked Vice Chairman the commercial and corporate 
Darrell Kiz~r what sacred geom-, estates document, ~r the DRIP laws that affect us together, so 
etcy was, he said to me "That's , · document, or nonproxies at the we may all be knowledgeable. 
where we're different. Know- last meeting in Woodfords, and There are parts of the criminal 

. ing Washo and not knowing that! needed to put it fo lay- activity, ignorance, and neg-
Washo:' men's terms. ligen.ce. These are charges of 

And that's what qualifies . This ·why I need to be the crimes that have already been 
me - knowing our Washo chairman: For you, for the committed, and are on record, 
knowledge. people, for the return of natural which all this council is being 

When I met with the vice leadership, b1inging Washo incriminated, or being pbinted 
chair he said that 90 percent traditional values into our at, in newspaper, by the last 

of where we stand, :financially 
a:n_d legally. As a people and · 
in business, I will provide the -
answers, clarification, in areas of 
Washo ranches, clinic, housing, 
social services, environmental 

. department, allotments, burial 
· grounds, court 1U1d law enforce­

ment, to name a few. 
And a big pa1t of this order is 

our culture and beliefs, family 
ways of Washo, the return of an 
organization that existed before 
dahbohohs came to our land, 

of the council members had no organization. "tribal chairperson's attorney. 
clue what I said about the sacred Make me the chairman, and Second is the clarification . _ _ TRIBE, 11 · · ·, '-" ·· .. , · · ., · "·• · .,, · ·; · -· · · · ·,···.····ice~ 'p."r';·: Pla..f/10/:J.oi3~'"" 0

-·. c · ·. - (J) 



Friends of Hope Valleyworkclay andbe11efit concert 
Staff Reports 

Fri.ends of Hope Valley's annual workday 
is 9 a.m. June 8. Participants will meet at 
Pickett's Junction at highways 88 and 89 in 
Hope Valley and join in a work party of their · 
choice.· 

Projects include watershed habitat im­
provement, general clean up arid some fence 
repair. Bring work gloves, shovels, and fenc­
ing pliers. 

There will be a general members4ip meet­
. ing at noon. 

: The watershed project will consist of 
planting willows aloi;ig._the West Fork of the 

Carson River .. 
"This ongoing successful project has seen 

a positive effect on the river;' organizers said. 
"The banks once denuded of vegetation aie 
now lined with willows to stabilize the banks, 
preventing further channeling of the river 
and reducing sedimentation:' 

Hope Valley is a pristine valley in Alpine 
County. The West Fork of the Carson River 
mns through the middle of the valley serving 
as a focal point. Hope Valley is lmown for 
it's varied recreational opportunities. It's a 
popular fishing area and wildlife is abundant 

. throughout the valley. 
The Friends of Hope Valley is a nonprofit 

·• organization whose members share a deep 
· affection for th.e unspoiled beauty of the Sier.:- · 

ra:s Eastern slope in Alpine County. Formed 
in 1985 .in response to a proposal t6 mn pow-:-

. _er transmission line through HopeValley, the. 
Friends have been successful in•their ongoing 
protection efforts, including preserving more 

.. than 25,000_ acres of open space in Hope Val­
ley in eastern Alpine County. 

On June 9, "The Back Forty" bluegrass 
band will return for a Fri.ends of Hope Valley 
benefit concert this year. This event will take 

. ·. pl~e at $orensen's Resort located on High­
way 88 in Hope Valley. The day will include 
music and food from the Sorensen's Cafe. 

· Accompanying '~The Back Forty" will be 
'Larry Nair and Beth Oliverto ~f"Ten Dol-
lar Pony:' Based in Gardnerville; they play a 
blend of original and cover tunes encompass­
es many styles including folk, pop, blues, and 

. country rock to name a few. · 
"Spend an afternoon in a beautiful setting 

. atSorensen's Res01t. Good music and good 
food will be guaranteed;' organizers stated. 
'.'Sorensen's Res01t is generous enough to host 
this event and match the funds raised:' 

A $10 qonation is requested for the nohost 
barbecue. · 

Foi· more information email, info@hope­
valleyca.com. 

Fri'/ /hay ~,J ~a,:, 



Bistate grouse rules announced 
Staff Repor,ts 

- Both the Bureau of Land Man­
agement and. the U.S. Forest Service 
issued r~rds of decision tQ protect 
bistate sage grouse habitat; they an-
nounced on Fridi,,y. _ 

The Humboldt~Toiyabe National 
Forest has published its bistate sage­
. grouse record of decision: The the. 
decision provides consistent man­
agement dir~on across the Forest 
to conserve, .enhance, and restore 
sagebrush and associated habitats to 
provide foi' the long-term viabilify of 

· the greater sage grouse bistate distinct 
population segment. 

The ~ies of grouse lives along the 
Nevada-C~ornia border from the 
Pine Nuts in Douglas County south to 
Mono Lake. . 

"The U.S, Forest Service, BIM . 
and our stakeholders have been 
actively conserving BSSGfor many 
years following a set of science based· . 
management practices,"•said Bill 
D)lnkelberger, Forest Supervisor for 

. the Humboldt-Toiyabe National FQr­
est. "Our plan amendmentsformally 
establish many of those management 
practices and ensure that BSSG con~ . 
servation efforts continue far into the 
future!'. 

The forest service manages 426,809 

NEW RULES 
When projects are proposed the forest 
will determine if it is consistent with the· 
forest plan. If it's found to be inconsis­
tel)t, officials can decide whether to 
analyze it further, modify It so it's con­
sistent with the plan, determine if there 
are valid existing rights, determine 
alternatives, and if warranted authorize . 
The decision i_ncludes standarc;ls that . 
prohibit activities that bytheir'nature 
would have adverse effects on habitat. 
There are also guidelines thc!t allow · 
projects to be designed so they won't 
cause a disturbance;· 
Human .ca~sed disturbances will aff~ct 
15 percent of the habitat within 4,7 
miles of active and pending leks in the· 

active or pending lek. . 
All new fences should be at least 1.2 
miles from active and pending leks. 
New fences must be necessary for safe- · 
ty or environmental protection reasons. 
Mark fences In sage grouse habitat. 
Limit offs!te noise to less than 10. 
decibels two ho1Jrs before sunrise and 
two hours after sundown during.active 
breeding seas.on. 
New roads will .be authorized only 
when needed for public safety, admin­

. istrative or public need to accomm·o­
date valid existing roads. 
No off-highway evens that pass within 
four miles of an active or pending lek 
V{ill bealiowedb!;!tween March·, and 
June 30. Dates could shift based on. 

· observations. · Pine Nut Mountains.' - . 
No tall structures tharcould serve as 
predator perches With four miles of an .. 

"· No off-highway vehicle events in winter 
habitats Nov. Ho March 1. . . . 
No new recreation facilities in habitat. 

· acres of bistate grouse habitat. The 
overalLarea inclqdes I. 7 millimi acres>-

The BI.M's finalplm to conserve, 
enhance and restore sagebrµsh_ and 
associated habitats to provide for 
the long-term viability ofa smallhut · 

• distin~ population of greater sag~ 
grouse on public lands in Nevada and . · 
California. 

''This plan strikes a balance among 
. public land uses and users and offers 

a workable solution to protect natural 
. , and cultural resources as well as the 
socio-economicfabricofthe bi-state•. 
regioU:' saidJohnRuhs, BIM Nevada 
State Director: · 

fu developing the plan amend­
JJlents; the forest service sought to 
provide regulations that would serve 

. as conservation measures to prevent . 
· the listing of the BSSG. It was not 

warranted for listing in April of 2015. 

The Record,.Courler Wedne?day, June 1, 2016 ~ 



Mono, Alpine_ pet vaccinations this mo;n.th 
Staff Reports 

Mono and Alpine coun­
ties will be hosting annual 
pet vaccination and licens­
ing clinics this month. 

Carson Valley Veterinary 
Hospital will be conduct­
ing vaccination clinics 
June 15 for northern Mono 

County residents. 
The clinic will be at the 

Walker Fir.e Hall 8:30-
ll:30_a.m.,-and attheAni­
mal Control Building in 
Bridgeport 1-3:30 p.m. 

Rabies vaccination are 
$6. Licenses for dogs that 
have been fixed are $10. 

For more information, 

· call (760)932-5284. 
The Alpine County Sher,­

iff's Office will host an an-
nual pet vaccination and 
licensing clinic 4-6 p.m. 
June 18 at the Woodfords 
Firehouse on Diamond 
Valley Road at Highway,., 
89. ~ 

vaccinations wil~ be avail­
able as well as the dog li-

.· censes required for Alpine 
County residents. 

Proof of rabies vaccina­
tion must be sh~wn in or­
der to obtain a dog license. 

Reduced cost 

For inore information 
you can call 530-694-2231 
ext. 330 

Rt!., F_r-i. ,Jone.. Z 101.3 
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Finding tile Witness Tree 
by Karen Dustman unexpectedly montlis'later: another 

map. This time, a friend with an inter-
History buffs always love a good est in local history found a sketch by 

mystery. Especially when you find a · her grandfather in·the back of an old 
treasure in the end; , ! ·book, and immediately recognized its 

Our first clue in the mystery.tjf the· value. The sketch had been drawn by 
Witness Tree came in the·shapd of a. · Harry Hawkins, a life-long Woodfords 
map. Not just any map, mind y6u; resident. And it, too, offered a small 
this was a typewritten list ofland- glimpse ofDiamond Valley in days · 
marks, arranged in.the order that a gone by; Featured prominently were 
traveler would find them. Compile·d the roads to Clogston's Ranch and 
more than 50 years ago by Wood- Markleeville - and a small, br~ching 
fords resident Grant Merrill, this. icon marked "Witness Tree." · 
"written map" contained a number Clearly, this tree had been an im-
of fascinating tidbits. Woodfords, portant Diamond Valley_landmark. 
for example, once was home to an Our friend, who has hiked nearly 
old cooper shop and an "Indian ball every inch of the area over the years, 
park." Who knew? · · . knew right away which tree must have 

But it was one cryptic reference · been the mysterious Witness Tree. 
that especially caught our eye. Sand- And she recalled there had once been 
wiched between the entries for the. a pond right beside it. 
old Lincoln Schoolhouse and Snow- And so one recent morning we 
shoe Thompson's Diamond Valley . ~.·drove out to see for ourselves. There 
home was a notation: "Latter Day on the.south side of Diamond Valley 
Saints' Baptismal Pond." What was Road, just past the cluster of trees•. 
the meaning of that? And most of all, • on the north marking the Ellis and 
where was it? . · · · Johns homesteads, one solitary tree 

. Yes, indeed, many early settlers in · stands out. This is more than a tree;. 
Diamond Valley during the 1860s and it carries itself with· silent dignity .. _; · . 
'70s were Mormons, local historian Here was our Witness Tree. · . 
Laurie Hickey .confinned: Rancher Just to the; south are remains of an .. 
Henry Wells, for example, was known earthen dam, built to channel and .. 
to have carried a Mormon Bible with contain the water. And under the 
him through the Civil War. And other tree, the outline of a good-sized pond 
Diamond Valley families of the Mor- remains visible. We'd found the long-
mon faith included th~ Singletons, ago baptismal pond! For all the sea 
Vallems, anq. Trimmers. The reference of grass, this' small piece of history 
to a baptism site began to make sense. . ' . was still there. 
But where in the vast expanse of grass 
could it have been? · 

.1 

Ka,ren Dustman :is anAlpine County 
A second clue emerged resident: 

R.t, 



Send the bears 
yalleywoman trfe,sto get 
· bears to Oklahoma 

, . ·· .. Page·S 
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Markleeville senior reaches 
. - ~~ ~ . . - ' - . 

out to tornadc) victims 
by Caryn Haller 
challer@recordcourier.com 

Matldeeville resident 
Gwen McGinley needs help 
gettil).g soni.e plush toys to . 
'Oklahoma. 
_ The 99-year-old heard 
about businesses send-
ing toys to stirnvors of the 
recent tornado, and wanted 
to help. Unfortunately, she's 
· having trouble connecting· 

· with them. 
· "I think ~ebodyshould -

have them that~ them," 
she said of her Christmas .· 
teddy bear and Santa Claus 
doll. "The people of Okla-:­
homa need them." 

McGinleywas born April 
· 6, 19H, in the Markleeville 
Hotel, now named fueWolf 
Creek Restaurant and Bar. -

"My grandfather owned it, 
and my mom and auu\;:ran.. · 
it," she said. "I helped in the 
hotel, and waited tables:' 

Whenshewasl0,her 
family moved to San-Pedro, 
Calif., where she eventu-- . 
ally met and married her 
husband, and raised a _ 
family working as an office 
manager for: Golden State 
Creamery and Chicken of 
the sea: 

Afterthe.death. of her 

-CARYN HALLER 

Gwen McGinley is trying to send plush toys to children in Qklahorna. 

husband, John, she de~ _ 
cided to move backhome fo 
Markleeville. 

Being mostly blind, 

McGinley lives with her . 
daughter and ~on7in-law. · 

If anyone knows about 
a group collecting toys ·. 

-for Oklahoma children, 
contact Diana Mitzner at 
(530) 694-9691, or come 
by The Record-Courier,- . 



Honoring America's founding faJr:i;ners 
Five days driving east in our · 

son's very small economy car,' 
affectionately called the Clown 
Car, gets us to Richmond, Va. 
His new school prompted the 
drive to Virginia, but the amaz- · 
ing amount of early American 
history here keeps my husband 
and I driving around in it. So 
we're not home to verify what is 
happening in Carson Valley. But 
since it is June, I can assume 
hay season is in full swing. Irri­
,gatioii water still flowing across 
uncut fields: And hay equip­
ment is moving up and down 
the roads. 
. Driving up and down the 

· roads in Virginia gets one to 
Mount Vernon, George Wash­
ington's estate. After a brief tour 
of only a few acres of this once · 
8,000-acre plantation, one can 
dis_cern Washington was before, 
and after his preside.ncy, a suc­
cessful farmer and businessman. 
An information board located 
near re-enactments of early 
American agricultural practices 
stated Washington hoped Amer­
ican would one day be the cradle 
of agriculture for the worJd. 

Marie 
Johnson 
F.ence/ines 

Mount Vernon gives insight 
into Washington as a person, _ 
making him more real, but : 
nothing unexpected is revealed. 
However at Jefferson's Monti- · 

_ cello plantation there is some­
thing unexpected. 

Jefferson is known as a free 
thinker, an appreciator of . 
philosophy and the sciences, a 
promoter of the importance of 
an educated populace to govern 
its own free country. Public edu­
cation is a prevailingtheme. His 
very home could be considered 
a museum of natural history in 
the foyer alone. 

Entering Monticello manor, 
the guide explains the foyer 
would have been much more 
cluttered when Jefferson was 
alive. Even so there were mast­
odon bones, teeth and jaw, 

excavated from diggings in Ten- of religious freedom, that when 
nessee, laying on tables around Jefferson's estate and slaves 
the room. White busts·ofmen were being sold to pay Jeffer-
he admired, but did not neces- son's debts, Levy purchased 
sarily like on the walls. Nu- Monticello to preserve it.- The 
merous large mounted animal Levy family has a burial place 
horns. A multitude of Indian there, recognizing the impor-
artifacts, arrows, quivers, cloth- tance of preserving Jefferson's 
ing, animal skin drawings on - Monticello. 
display, hanging from railings._ Religious freedom, a public 
Large mounted wall maps of all declaration of freedom, is very 
the discovered continents of the important in Amt!rican inde-
time. There was a clock indicat- pendence. Freedom from any 
ing date and time with bowling . prescribed, popular, unpopu-
ball sized iron balls hanging lar, common or uncommon 
from a pulley system. Stuff of religious faith. Levy's family 
all nature was everywhere. And gravesite at Monticello then 
this was still considered tidier ,, should not be unexpected after 
than when Jefferson lived at all. It is appreciated. 

- Monticello. But this w:as ex- Another interesting fact my 
pected of the man. He had a lot husband gathered after visit-
ofideas and wanted to share ing Washington's and Jeffer-
knowledge. · son's estates, was that both men 

What was unexpected was -had married healthy, wealthy, 
the importance of Uriah Phil- widows. An idea he has been 
lip Levy. Jefferson, famous for · mulling publicly as we drive 
his views on religious freedom, around in the little clown car, 
his actual public declaration of as a guiding principle for a sue-
religious freedom touched Levy cessful man. 
profoundly. Levy a successful 
military man ofJewishfaith so Marie Johnson is a Carson 
admired Jefferson's philosophy Valley rancher. 

Re. lve.J.. ,.Ju,tice.,, ,:,.,iora 
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BIG CATCH 

SPECIAL TO THE R-C 

Carson Love caught this fish at Indian Creek Reservoir recently. At left, Tiffany 
Lambert caught this 6~pound, 5-ounce Alpers trout on yellow glitter p_ower­
bait on June 2 at Little Virginia Lake.· 



SPECIAL TO THE R-C 

Mitchell Levy is attending the 
Junior National Young ~eaders 
Conference in Washington, 
D.C., Aug. 4-9. 

''.A leader is a person 
who can help people 
through charity, and just 
earn their trust without 
bending them to your 
will," Mitchell said. "You. 
don't want to be a dicta­
tor. You want to be a 
leader." 

Scarselli teacher 
Chelsey Hawkins nomi­
nated Mitchell and three 
other students for the. 
program. Ivy Barkdoll will 
also be attending. 

"Mitchell, Ivy, and the 
other two candidates I 
nominated are future 
leaders because they ex­
hibit good moral and ethi­
cal character, responsibil-

The Record-Courier I Wednesday, June 26, 2013 I 13 

e ers earn from the pasf 
by Caryn Hailer genetics and geology. School sixth-grader was 
challer@recordcourier.com "When he was younger nominated by his teach-

he asked me to write a let- er to attend the Junior 
.AJpine County resident ter to NASA about a con- National Young Leaders 

:Mitchell Levy is a typi- cept he had about reverse Conference in ·washing-
cal 10-year-old boy who gravity," his grandmother ton, D.C., Aug. 4-9, 
lives on a ranch, tends to Arlene Levy said. "Mitch- "The advantage this 
his beehives, collects eggs ell is one of the brightest program has for Mitchell 
from the chicken coop kids I've known in a long is he's going to see kids 
each day and helps out time." who are more like he is," 
during planting season. NASA never wrote him Levy said. "He will be 
He also has long conver- back. able to take a look at how 
sations with his grand- It was for his intelli- other kids like him think." 
mother about quantum gence and maturity that This program is meant 
physics, national politics, the Scarselli Elementary to show fifth through 

ity, kindness, strength, 
and perseverance. They 
are leaders who will help 
others succeed;' Hawkins 
said. "Ivy and Mitchell .are 
both very gifted students 
that excel in most if not 
all academic domains. 
They both are kind and 
charismatic young people 
full of great potential. Ivy 
and Mitchell are also very 
respectful of those around 
them. They do not have 
to struggle in school like 
some students, and yet 
they are both willing to 
help those around them 
to do their best." 

The total cost includ­
ing airfare to Washington 
D,c; is around $3,000, 
and Mitchell said he is 
halfway there. 

"People can donate 
by check or cash either 
directly to me or to the 
conference in my name. 
If you decide to do the 
latter please notify me be­
cause I am keeping track 
of all the money that has 
bee,n donated to me," he 
added. "I don't have a way 
of handling credit, debit 
cards. I would also like 
the donor to ,e;ive me their 

eighth grade students 
leadership through the 
lens of history. 

There will be many 
speakers throughout the 

_program some of them 
are congressmen, gover-
nors and other politicians. 
They will also be visitirig 
the Washington, Lincoln 
and Jefferson memorials, 
and Harpers Ferry Na-
tional Historical Park. 

''.At first I was nervous 
about not going with 

address, beca~se I would 
like to mail thank-you 
notes." 

Donations may be 
mailed to Mitchell at 420 
River Rancp: Road, Mar­
kleeville, CA, 96120. 

For more information 
~bout the Junior National 
Young Leaders Confer­
ence, visit the website 
http://www.cylc.org/ 
jrnylc. 

my parents, but whe.n I 
learned more about it, I 
was really excited to go." 
Mitchell said. "I am look-
ing forward to the whole 
conference, but to be 
specific, all the memorials 
and learning leadership at 
the conference." 

In preparation for the 
conference Mitchell is 
required to write an es-
say on his definition of 
leadership. 
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PAU-WA-LU HONOR ROLL 
This is the honor roll for spring Kyle, Logan Baines GPA 3.83-3.8 Westre, Alexander Evan Dittberner, Jayme Arlene Edge, Aspen Aleshannah 

2013 as submitted by Pau-Wa-Lu Landerfelt, Madelyn Claire Anderson, Lillyan Eyulisa Zivkovic, Cheyenne Michael Faith Evans, Kelly Marie 

Middle School LeBerth, Meagan Marie Buckingham, Hannah Kelly Perry, Gavin Lane Downes, Sarah Marie Flores, Jennili::r Hernandez 
Littrell, Sasha Johanna Cervenak, Nicolett Millie Gold, Christopher Allan Fo~tc,, Jayden Clay 

iG~<l©lt= (O@ifi,tl: .,}'!f<l!l'~\\l)@ Long, Ryan William Coleman, Desyrae Lyn IGIP'A 3.67-3.50 Hernandez, Bria.n Lopez Gasper, Taylor Elizabeth 

4.3-:£:.31 McGillivray, Kelsey Starr Cotton, Sydney Rose Ashbaugh-Komp, Madison Hollis, James Riley Gold, Stephanie Ann 

Alexander, Wesley Joseph Miller, Angela l_raik, Mackenzie Skx:e Gale Hoyopatubbi, Kane Gonzalez, Kelly 

Angelo, Kaehler Louis Marie-Kotchkows de la Torre, Aurora Anahi Bailey, Jenelle Cathryn Jackson, T,e Andrew Hansen, Christian Taryn 

Basche, Isabella Lorraine Miller, Dalton Robert Donaire, Carlee Marie Chen,Ryan Jollnson, Amber Alene Hart, Jace Raymond 

Battcher, Kaycee Makaela Morgan, Jasmine Cassandra Donat, Mitchell Franklin Forbes, Hannah Jean Johnson, Michael Anthony Hedwall, Peyton Rae 

Bellik, Mychael Hannah Muller, Emily Kate Duarte Cortes, Maribel Futch, Tristan Andrew Leitenbauer, Tomas William Isham, Kindel Patrick 

Bickmore, Lilyanne Jaide Munoz Robles, Cristina Edis, Trevor Lee Harmon, Rowan Bryanne McNalley, Madison Grace Javier, Christian Blaize 

Brees, Samuel Wilson Alejandra Frels, Kathryn Marie Hogoard,.Cora Lynn Murray, Blake Allen Jensen, Joshua Michael 

Brooks, Grace Lily Nelson, Hallie Serina Garcia, Miguel Angel Hone, Emily Margaret Peters, Madison Grace Jordan, Nischelle Ann Marie 

Brown, Holly Rae Pal mos, Jillian Sophia Grove, Sarah Lynn lngrey, Zachary Tobias Rao, Thomas James Komp, Angelle Leigh 

Brown, Kenneth Connor Peters, Mackenzie Drew Hill-Holeman, c11nton Nolan Jacobs, Eric Oliver Rickard, Ethan Andrew McDonald, Pale Patrick 

Buck, Peri Jo Peterson, Isabelle Hinnant, Kyla Marie Jacobsen, Joseph Gilbert Rogers, Cristina Michelle Ann ~edicine Crow II, Beau 

Bunn, Sierra Winters Petri, Tatianna Marguerite J.J0iley, Alissa Renee Kaufmann, Spencer Grant Rose, Laura Danielle Mehoves, Madelynne Kristina 

Clark, Sydney Ryan · Pisciotti, Shyla Rose Hudnall, Lindsay Eliza Kelly Jr, John Paul Ross-Dee, Breanna Cheyenne Miller, Sidney Nichole 

Cottrill, Tara Dean Ponsness, Lars Alan Jackson, Talyn Ashlee Martin, Rebecca Riley Smith, Leeland Matthew Mora, Hannah Sophia 

Coziahr, Kari Lynn Prudhomme, Etnil1e Grace Kobold, Hunter Michele McLaughlin, Brady Ryan Stamper, Emma Kate Neese, Shyla Marie 

Coziahr, Kylie Danielle Putansu, Aubrey Michelle Lowther, Jason Mark Montanucci, Fallon Taylor Swearingen, Olivia Lorene Pierce, Kaylee Ann 

Cronin, Alessandra Zephyr Ramm, Charlie William Melhus, Mason Jonathan Moore, Jade Gloria Elaine Tierney, Trevor Richard· Riem,an, Rosealee Ally 

Deitch, Sarina Lynn . Ramos, Cheila Esperanza Melhus, Samuel Krist Morton, Rebecca Sue Trauner, Jordan Victoria Rouse, Jake Carlton 

Dragoo, Justin Ray Raper, Corley Jo Morgan, Cassidy Nicole Northcutt, Cameron Matthew Vega, Samantha Marso! Ryan, Brianna Marie 

Dunkelman,Sean David Romanowitz, Matthew James Morlan-Tabor, Chance Oakes, Jasmine Santana Wilkinson, Riley Shane Satterfield, Alyssa Nicole 

Forvilly, Kaela Christine Sizelove, Hannah Eleanor Andrew Parmeter-Jones, Paige Lynn Wright, Pat.ilcia Ann Smokey, Tahomah Hugh 

Frankiewicn Leah Lynn Stein, Angelina Paige Process, Amanda Faith Peck, Casey Marie Sosa Hernandez, Alejandro 

Garrison, 1V1ikayla Rae Stiles, Ivy Ariana Rothfusz, Brynn Judith Phillips, Cody Lane GPA 3.43-3.33 Still, Madison Jordon 

Gn0icing, Rebecca Merralee Tahti, Olivia Delia Ruppel, Jonathan Herbert Phillips, Justin Ryan Angelo, Mark Mathew Swab, Cassandra Marie , 

Gomez, Kelly J_ean Tholl, Kaelynn Shuman II, Jerit Troy 'Sperry, Emma Elizapeth Kulik, Katherine Elise Thompson, Samuel James 

Grisell, Hanna Rose Trivitt, Spencer Joseph Sides, Savannah Ciera Tewalt, Annie Isabella Gallagher, Parker Thomas Walker, Amy Kathrine 

Grove, Taran Bryce Horsley Snooks, Trenton Lavoy Vicente-Garcia, Jose Alberto Agner, Fannie Margarette 

Hallinan, Benjamin Joseph Usher, Ethan Edward Souza, Tanner William Adams II, William George . Allen, Brittany Suzanne 

Hillman, Danner Nicholas Voss, Andrew Cathcart Spaniol, Mary Leann Adams, Ryan Philip Allmett, Taryn Elyse. 

Howe, Carly Elaine Voss, Jordyn Lindsey Swart,tindsey Grace Brooks, Colin McCarthy Bertolone-Smith, Everett 

Hurson, Lauren Ashliegh Ward, Kassidy Jordan Teeuwen, Ashlee Michelle Caughron, Taylor Shay Scott 

rt Johnson, Samuel Raymond Weston, Macey Lou Thompson, Claire Margarita Chieffo, Rebecca Jean Br~wer, Cory Daniel 

Jordan, Madison Janara Whiteley, Landon Reed Torres, Genesis Leaza Cockman, Dawson Edward DelPrete, Lauryn Olivia 

l<easling, Ann Elise Wolfkiel, Sean Patrick Vicente Becerra, Maria Craig, Peyton Hyland Diaz Gomez, Karina Briseida 

Koontz, Shelby Lynn Guadalupe Demus, Lukas Philip Darius, Drew Taylor 
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Another skirmish On the varmint front 
by Karen Dustman 

The Rabbit Wars have 
begun. My husband's pellet 
gun is propped menacingly 
by the back door. And that 
familiar set to his jaw has 
returned: the one that says, 
"Anything with ears bigger 
than mine·is a goner." 

Early spring brings the 
Vole Wars. As the snow 
melts off, temperatures rise_ 
inside the house as well. 
"Did you see that?! ! " The 
voice isn't a so;nic boom, 
but it's close. "They've been 
busy ruining my lawn all 
winter!" Khrushchev would 
have been pounding his 
shoe. 

Out come the mouse­
traps. Voles, I have learned, 
are creatures ofhabit. Once 
they've constructed their 
tunnels under the snow 
they keep using them, even 
when that protective snow 
covering is gone. A properly 

·- laid mousetrap doesn't even 
need bait; voles only have a 

' taste for tender roots any-· 
way. Snap! 

As the wle body-count 

mounts and ouriawn 
begins to recover, things 
settle back down. But only 
temporarily. 

Next come the Blackbird 
Wars.The worst thing about 
blackbirds i!> we're basically 
at their mercy. They stuff 
nests in every available bush 
and tree and before you 
know it, every corner of the 
yard is filled with bobbing, 
begging baby bird heads. 
Momma and poppa go on. 
permanent patrol, yapping 

. at any misguided human 
· daring to set foot outside, 

and dive-bombing if you 
didn't get the message. 

They're a nuisance, but 
even my husband can't 
bring himself to rip out 
inhabited nests. Ne1d; yea1~ 
he swears, there'll be better 
reconnaissance for nests 
under contiuction. 

· About the same time as 
the Blackbird Wars heat up, 
a side skirmish begins with 
the Groundsquirrel Wars. 
It's not much of a competi­
tion; groundsquirrels don't 
stand a chance against 
poison pellets. I'm not quite 

sure how many bait sta­
tions we're up to now. Four? 
Five? A hundred? All I 
know is the stuff isn't cheap. 
But hey, it's one war we 
can win. Cost is no object, 
right? 

Once the garden is freshly 
planted, the Mole Wars 
commence. Moles, not to 
be confused with voles, also 
live underground. They're 
after bugs, not roots, but 
their tunnels wreak havoc 
on lovingly-raised baby 
plants. 

This is _another war that 
can decimate the bank ac­
count. We've tried solar­
powered ground thump­
ers (the noise is supposed 
to chase them away). If 
. there's a mole-snicker, 
we've heard it. We've used 
smokers to stink them out 
(yawn). For a while, the 
garden was decorated with 
sharp-toothed metal traps, 
poised to launch themselves 
downward to spear tunnel­
ers. Nah. 

Finally, my husband 
discovered an under­
ground gun - yes, a gun. It's 

Rabbits are common critters in Alpine and Douglas counties. 

supposedly air that does the 
trick, not a bullet, but it was 
just the type of high-tech 
weapon that could take on 
these cunning enemies. 
"Only" a hundred bucks. 
This is war, right? Body 

count from Big Bertha: 
two mole casualties so far. 
By far the most successful 
mole strategy my husband 
discovered purely by ac­
cident: wait for the ground 
to move, and flip them over 

SHANNON LITZ/RC FILE PHOTO 

the fence with a shovel. 
Wallet damage: zero. 

This week the Rabbit 
Wars have commenced. 
Battalions of bouncy jacks 

· VARMINT,9 
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and platoons of frisky cotton-tails 
have staked out their positions be­
neath the nearby sagebmsh, ready to 
descend en masse onto my husband's 
perfectly-manicured lawn when he's · 
not looking. Worse yet, they've de­
veloped a taste for flowers. 'fraps are 
useless. Bait won't attract them. And 
no matter what my husband says, 
they're cute as the dickens. 

The pellet gun came out this week. 
No tmce is possible. But they have · 
sheer numbers on their side. 

So far; at least, the rabbits are 
winning. 

Karen Dustman is an author and a 
Markleeville resident. 
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Friends of Library host. fundraiser 
Staff Reports the event on her prop- information, or to make 

erty located at 250 Old a donation, call the Li-
Markleeville's Plein Air . Pony Express Road in brary at (530) 694-2120. 

event will wrap up Sat- Wood.fords. - For additional infor-
urday with a reception at Raflle ticket are $3 mation about the Plein 
noon for the 20 partici- , each or four for $10 for a ... Air event, contact Mar-
pating artists at Marklee- -chance to win free wine · kleeville Art and Soul at 
ville Art and Soul. . . tastings at area wineries - (530) 694~2787 or visit 

That evening, in • and free accommoda~- the website markleevil-
. -Wood.fords~ the Friends- --tions:,~meals,and crafts_ c . leartandsoul.com, where -

of the Library will be from Alpine businesses you will find a complete 
· hosting their fifth annual and artisans. . schedule of activities and 
'.Wine In the Garden" Tickets are $20 each, more infmmation about 
fundraiser 4-8 p.m. at or $35 for two, and come each artist. To contact 
the Molihtain Garden with a crystal wine glass. · Evelyn Yonker call her 

. Bed & Breakfast. . All proceeds benefit the home studio (530) 694-
Linda Men-ill, owner Alpine County Friends 2750 or email evelynyon-

of the B&B is hosting of the Library. For more ker@gmail.com. 

SPECIAL TO :rHE RC 

Wine is served at lasfyear's Friends of the Library sum­
mer fund raiser in Wood fords. 
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·Get out and about, but clean up after yourself 
Hello fellow anglers. 
The fishing as well as the 

weather is heating up for this 
weekend. Summer has finally 
found us. 

It is time to get out the camp­
ing gear and head out to highei· 
grounds to beat the heat, and en­
joy some good fishing. This week­
end you will find Renee and I out 
all over Alpine County. We will be 
camped out at Indian Creek Res-

7e1'voir and head out from there. 
We plan on fishing Silver Creek, 

the east and west fork of the Car­
son River and might even make it 
up to Caples Lake. Meteorologist· 
Mike Alger says it will only be fn 
the high 80 to 90 degree range in 
the higher elevations, · 

Much cooler than our home, 
which is to be over 100 degrees. 
Remember to bring a few things 
with you if you venture out this 
weekend. Plenty of sun screen 
SPF-50 and bug repellent as the 
mosquito's are out. 

When venturing out try to re­
member the seven principles of 
leave no trace, No. 1: plan ahead _ 
,and prepare, No. 2: travel and 
ca:mp on.durable surfaces, No. 
3: Dispose of waste properly, No. 
4: Leave what you find. No. 5: 
Minimize campfire impacts, No. 
6: Respect wildlife, No. 7: Be 
considerate of other visitors. You 
can find more information by 
Googling '1eave no trace:' Now for 

Doug 
Busey 
Mac-the­
Naw 

your fishing report. 
LAKE TAHOE: Mackinaw 

action has been very goodJn the 
early morning hours. Last week I 
joined Gene St. Denis, Paul and 
Turner Crain from Sacramento, 
Calif., and Tim and James Don­
delinger of Dayton. 

We fished the north side of the 
lake starting out in 120 feet of 
water with a dodger and a min­
now. As the morning progressed 
we fished deeper water up to 200 
feet. We landed 10 mackinaw 
trout from 2 to 5 pounds and 
lost 6 others. The lake was like a 
picture post card with only a hint 
of wind. Tim told me he.wanted 
to fish Tahoe for a long time and 
had plans to rent a boatfor him 
and his son to fish. (suggested · 
:hiring a guide for your first trip. 
He told me that was the bestdeci~ 

. sion he has ever made. Fishipg · 
L.ake Tahoe takes many yt,ars of · 
experience, it is not like fishing 

. on Caples or Topaz Lake. I highly 
recommend a guide for your first 
adventure. You will also find it is 
less expensive to hire a profes­
sional fishing guide than to rent 

a boat to fish on Lake Tahoe. For 
more information, call Blue Rib­
bon Charters 530-544-6552. 

SILVER LAKE: The water 
level is up and the fishing has 
been good. The lake was recently 
planted by the Kirkwood PUD 
with 674 lbs of trout. 66 percent 
are catchables and 34 percent 
are trophy trout 2,5 pounds and 
bigger. 

CAPLES LAKE: The lake level 
is almost at capacity. Fishing has 
been good. Angela Lalum caught 
a 3 pound I_Ilackinaw on a rapala. 
Matt Martin caught a 3 pound 
mackinaw with a dodger and a 
crawler: 13. year old Grace caught 
a 3 lb rainbow trolling an orange 
and white R.apala. Last Monday 
the lake was planted by Kirkwood 
PUD with 2,425 Ios of catchable 
rainbow trout, and soo lbs were 
2.5 lbs and bigger. Shore anglers 
have had success with inflated 
crawlers. by the spillway or off the 
dam. Boat rentals are available 
at the Caples Lake General Store 
and marina. Fof more informa­
tion, call the Caples Lake Resort · 
at 209-~58-8888. . 

WOODS LAKE; Located just 
east or' Caples'lake on High­
way 88. The lake was planted by 
CDFG this week. 

RED LAKE: I have received 
three reports and all were the 
same, very slow to nil. 

CARSON RIVER: The water 

levels have come down and the 
fishing has picked up. Most 
anglers have been using salmon 
eggs. Chad reported many limits 
of catchable sized rainbows com­
ing in. Last week Alpine County 

. planted some nice trophy sized 
rainbows. A word to wise, don't 
fish by the bridges, mo~e down · 
stream a hundred feet or so and 
you will find more fish. For more 
info call the Carson River Resort 
at 877-694-2229. 

BLUE LAKES: Reports of pan 
. sized rainbows have been caught 
with powerbait or night crawlers. 
The campground is open. Make 

_ sure you bring plenty of mosquito 
repellent. No plants from CDFG 
yet this year. 

INDIAN C~K RESER- -
· VOIR: Anglers have been hot 
or not. One angler and his two 
sons caught a good stringer of_ 
rainbows off the dam using night 
crawlers. But then said the bite · 
shut off as fast as it came on. The 
campground and boat ramp is 
open. Maybe we will see you' out 

. there this weekend. Fly fishing in 
' the evening on a hot summer day 

is like being in heaven. . 
FLY FISHING REPORT: East 

Walker River Catch & Release: 
The flows are very inconsistent. 
Dries that have been producing 
a few fish are small hopper pat­
terns, yellow sallies, PMD's all 
in a size 14. Nymphing has been 

producing the most with Golden 
stones, yellow stones, Hot Pink 
San Juan's and Rainbow War­
riors. We're guiding and instruct­
ing new Fly Fishers daily down 
on the bountiful Catch & Release 
waters ofRosaschiRan~h and 
California waters, feel free to call 
the shop and make an appoint­
ment to learn. 

East and West Carson: Flows 
have come down and tempera­
tures are perfect for trout. Alpine 
county has stocked this past week. 
Orange or yellow stimulators 
with a drop of a red copper john, 
size 14 flash back pheasant tail or 
prince will give you a great chance 
to get a hit. Nymphing rig would 
consist of a rubber legged golden 
stone, caddis pupa in olive or 
cream and a bubbleback midge. 
Catch and release area is doing 
slightly better, though to get into 

. the wilds, you'll need to walk a lit­
tle more down stream. Watch for 
the snakes, they'll hang along the · 
river to cool off when the temps 
·come up. For more information 
call the Anglers Edge Fly fishing 
shop at (775) 781-7112. -

Hope your next adventure is 
a great one. If you get a pict)lre 
of your catch, send it to khilqeb:_ 
.rand@recordcourier.com. If you 
have any question in our local 
fishing world call the Naw line at 
(775) 267-9722. Good fishin' and 
tight lines, 
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Silver Mountain City provides window to the past 
by Virginia York 

During a recent visit to 
the Alpine County Mu­
seum, I was fascinated by 
the new Silver Mountain 
City two-case display of 
artifacts, photographs and 
written accounts all care­
fully selected to transport 
the viewer into the world 
of the mining town. From 
the journal of William H. 
Brewer, "Up and Down 
California" (entry for Aug. --
4, 1863) one reads: 

"Silver Mountain .. .is a 
good illustration of a new 
mining town. We arrive by 
trail, for the wagon road 
is left many mlles back. 
As we descend the canyon 
from the summit, sud­
denly a bright new town 
bursts into view. There 
are perhaps forty houses, 

· ... as bright as new, fresh 
lumber, which but a month 
or two ago was in the 

- trees, can make them. This 
log shanty has a sign up, 
'Variety Store'; the next, 
a board shanty the size of 
a hogpen, is 'Wholesale 
& Retail Grocery'; that 
shanty without a window 

with a. canvas door, has a 
large sign of 'Law Office' ... 
The best hotel has not yet 
got up its sign, and the 
'Restaurant and Lodgings' 
are without a roof as yet, 
but shingles are fast being 
made .... There are town lots 
and streets, although as 
yet no wagons." 

A brief history of the Big 
Tree road is given: 

"In 1862, the Big Tree 
& Carson Valley Turnpike 
Co. was incorportated with 
$4,000 raised by a group 
of Murphy's men ... The 
road folled the "old frail 
["Emigrant Road"] from 
Big Tree to Hermit Valley, 
veered east to Highland 
Lakes, went over Ebbett's 
Pass to Silver Creek, then 
continued on t}irnµgh 
Markleeville. Oxen were 
used to construct the road 
at first, but then horses 
were substituted." 

After financial problems 
and voluntary help from 
miners, the wagon road 
was finally completed to 
Silver Mountain in the 
summer of 1864. 

Who knows who the Odd 
Fellows (1.O.0.F) were? I 

didn't until I read how it 
came into being: 

" .. .life was tough, often 
lawless and desperate ... 
Life expectancy was about 
45-50. There were lots of 
sickness, orphaned kids, 
widowed mothers, and 
many people could not af­
ford to pay a decent burial 
for the dead. So, ·ordinary 
people ... found it necessary 
to group together as broth­
ers and sisters and. con-

. tribute some of their hard­
earned wages to a common 
fund which they could 
use for unfortunate times, 
such as sickness, losing a 
job, and even death ... " 

(Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows website:) 

"Miners may initially 
have joined the Odd Fel­
lows for the camaraderie ... 
but later found refuge in 
an Odd Fellows Home. 
'The Homes provided re­
lief for people who didn't 
strike it rich in California' " 

(Saratoga 1.O.O.F. Cem­
etery History). 

Artifacts include: a 
pocket pistol, tiny enough. 
to be stored in a pocket 
and a finger lamp, a small 
kerosene lamp which could 
be carried by hooking a 
finger through the loop on 
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A finger-lamp is on display at the Alpine County Museum. 
in Markleeville. 

the side, a light source in 
the days before electric-
ity. There is also a colle_c­
tion of photgraphs which 
would have been used in a 
st.ereopticon,·a form of the· 
magic lantern which would 
use two photgraphs with 

Jlightly different perspec-
1 tives to produce a three 

dimensional image when 
seen through a viewer. 
· When I visited Karen 

Dustman* who created the 
display with her husband, 
Rick, it was embarassing 

to ask: "Where is Silver 
Mountain City?" The ab­
breviated directions are: 
Go through Markleeville 
(courthouse on your left) 
on Highway 89/4; drive 
past the Monitor Pass 
turn-off (Highway 89) _and 
keep going straight 6n . 
Highway 4. At 8.7'.miles 
from Markleeville you will 
pass a tall brick chim-
ney on your right (next to 
Chalmers Mansion). At 
10.3 miles, you will cross 
a bridge over Silver Creek. 
Slow down and watch for­
the Forest Service sign on 
your left marking the 9ld 
jail site at Silver Mountain 

City. _ 
Now enclosed in a chain 

link fence, eighteen inch 
thick stone blocks are all 
that remain of the jail, and 
it seems, at first glance, all 
that remain of the city that 
once had a population of 
over a thousand. However, 
on closer examination 
one discovers sites where 
buildings stood, fragments 
of glass and tin, and trails 
that suggest old streets. 

In the fall, Karen and 
Rick Dustinan conduct a 
free tour of Silver Moun­
tain City. Participants 
are introduced to Silver 
Mountain's people and his­
tory, a thrilling experience 
by all accounts. The next 
tour will be 9 a.m. Oct. 5. 
Meet at the jail. We-ar lay.:. 
ers and comfy shoes.-The 
terrain 'is flat so the walk is 
not strenuous. :Ponations 
to the museum will be -
greatly appreciated. 

*Author of Ghost.of the 
Sierra: Silver Mountain 
-City, Clairitage Press, 2011, 
very highly recommended, 
available at the 1\4useum, 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Library. 

MUSEUM HOURS 
Thursday through Sunday 1 O 
a.m. - 4 p.m., Memorial day 
weekend through October. 
Phone: (530) 694-2317. 



;Maynaa:d W. Rakow 
Sep. 21, 1943 - July 3, 2013 

Maynard.W.jRakow; 69, passed , 
pe1l,cefully on !July 3, 2013; He is 
the son of Frederick and Carmelita 
Rakow.,, ! .; · • 

He is survived by his brothers, 
. . , , Arnold, Elwood, Rodger and Knox 
Rakow. Mayni;i.rd was a resident of Alpine County after . 
returning from 12 years in Hawaii. Maynard was: a 
mechanic by profession and an avid hunter and fisherman. 
Maynard worked for Don Garcia and the asphalt plant in 
Lake Tahoe in the 70s and 80s. He served in the U.S. 
Navy and was discharged honorably. Numerous nieces 
and nephews miss him dearly. , , · . . - ' 

. Viewing will be Tuesday July 9th from 6-8pm at 
Fitzhenry's Carson Valley Funeral Home in Gardneiville, · 
Nevada. A graveside service will be held Wednesday July 
10th at 12 pm at the Fredericksburg Cemetery. , 

. , , We love you uricle . 
• IJ,le.J. · Rr ' 10 ~o, ! 



I Lighting up the Fourth then and now 
' "Mom would drive. We'd meet 
the train in Wadsworth, pick 
up our fireworks at the station. 
We ordered the fireworks from 
a catalog. The catalog came 
folded up like a map. Unfolded 
it was about the size of a movie 
poster. We kids always had 20 
to 30 things circled on it. It 
came from the Dakotas. AB kids 
it seemed reasonable what we 
wanted of course mom made 
suggestions, and the final deci­
sion ... i never drove to get the 
fireworks ... By the time I was 
old enough to drive we didn't do 
that any more. UPS delivered 
them, then didn't. Can't remem­
ber when it stopped that was a 
long time ago." 

My husband drops this little 

Marie 
Johnson 
Fencelines 

bit of history in my lap as we 
drive through Wadsworth past 
a stationary train car painted 
with the words Cloud Line in 
large white letters. Looked as if 

·· the car had not moved in a long 
time. 

Back in time his family or­
dered fireworks all the way from 
the Dakotas, even got them 
delivered by UPS for a while. 
Then a mother of five, would 
drive about an hour each way in 

the middle of summer, without 
air-conditioning, to pick up a 
station wagon full of fireworks 
for the Fourth of July. How 

' safe was that trip home? Seat 
belt laws weren't enforced in 
the early '60s. The speed limit 
in Nevada was rather lenient.· 
Fireworks were unstable. Some 
risks are worth taking. 

Small town girls, though, 
in the_ middle of the Midwest, 
were pretty sheltered. We were· 
only allowed to hold long thin 
sparklers, bought in town, to 
write our names in light on dark 
summer nights. Dad held the 
firecrackers he let us light with 
our sparklers he would then 
throw in the air. Bottle rockets 
and screaming whistlers going 

off from neighbor's yard. Not 
until I was in college did I see 
huge colors burst overhead. 

Then there were reports of 
kids' fingers being blown o:ffby 
firecrackers, eyes damaged, fires 
started. After a while restric­
tions were put on who could 
buy, sell, and even what cype of 
fireworks could be available to 
the public. 
· Laws created to save us from 

ourselves·, or at least the lives 
and fingers of children not 
closely supervised by parents. 
Like laws limiting pollutants in 
our water and air for our· health 
andsafefy. 

The years-when our own boys 

LIGHTING, 15 

'-..;,_' j. 
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LIGHTING 
From page 14_ 

were growing up on: the 
ranch we had sparklers 
and little whistlers, and 
access to firecrackers. But 

. loud rockets and color­
ful explosions spooked 
the cattle.' Causing them 
to push hard against the , 
fences. And if the sum-
mer was dry with brown 
grass,• a fire co~d quickly 
do damage. So to Lake 
Tahoe ~e' cl go to see fire­
works. Loved it. Still do. 
-A heartfelt thank you to 
~very agency, individual, 
business and organiza­
tj.on that puts together 

the St~teline's 4th of July 
-celebration. 

And .Ii. big thank:-you to 
all whq protect why we 
celebrate the Fourth, the 
military, the ACLU, the 

. letter writers, the public 
protesters, the activists, 
the investigators, the 
whistleblowers. The de­
fenders of our Constitu­
tion, which.was written to 
guarantee freedoms, not 
safety: So be vigil.int in 
protecting your fr~dom, 
as well as your fingers. < 

· Always looking forward 
to the fireworks. , i. 

-
Marie Johnson is a 
Carson Valley ra'lif;her. 
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Markleeville as it was before the fire of1885 
by Karen Dustman 

Like many pioneer towns, 
Markleeville faced its share 
of fires. 

The worst conflagra­
tion of all struck on Aug. 2, 
1885, when flames swept 
down Main Street. 

Among the businesses 
turned to ashes were John 
Weis's store with $4,000 in 
COJ).tents; Henry Morrison's 
saloon and its expensive. 
billiard table; and Harvey 
and Rask's butcher shop. 

Dozens ofhomes, stores 
and outbuildings vanished 
in the flames, and losses 
topped $11,000 - all ofit 
uninsured. 

The citizens ofMarklee­
ville were quick to rebuild. 

.~; 

But just how Main Street 
looked before the fire was 
lost forever - or so we 
thought. 

Over the past winter, a re­
searcher thumbing through 
old newspapers chanced 
upon a stmi about a "fine 
painting" ofMarkleeville. 

The old news column 
repo1ted that a painting 
had been created by A.J. 
Chalmers for Judge N.D. 
Arnot, showing the town's 
wooden courthouse and 
pther buildings on Main 
Street. 

And the date of the ar­
ticle was June, 1885, just 
weeks before the fire. 

It was only a brief 
mention. 

But it was enough to get 

IFYOU GO 
The Alpine County 
Museum is located atop 
Schoolhouse Hill in 
Markleeville. 
Summer hours: 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Friday through 
Sunday. 

museum curator Wanda 
Coyan curious. 

Could the old oil painting 
of Main Street still exist? 

And might it even be 
· tucked away among the 
museum's collection? 

Sure enough, with a quick 
check of the museum's 
records Coyan was able to 
identify that very painting 
tucked away in an incon­
spicuous spot on the wall, 

"This is a painting t1!at's 

,------------~ 'V 

been hanging on our wall 
for years, so it was excit-
ing to learn more about the 
history of this particular · 
painting;' said Coyan. "But 
it is even more exciting 
to realize the significance 
of just what this picture 
shoV'l'.s, It gives an extremely 
detailed view ofMarklee­
ville's Main Street as it 
looked just weeks before 
the town burned in the 
Great 1885 Fire:' 

Clearly depicted are 
Judge Amot's old frame 

house, one of the earliest 
hom(;!s built in Markleeville. 

Just across old Webster 
Street stands the town's 
original two-story wooden 
courthouse. 

And a bit farther down 
dusty Main Street are the 
twin roofs of the Barnes 
Hotel, with a false-fronted 
butcher shop across the 
road. 

The reporter who de­
scribed the painting in 1885 
was obviously smitten. 

"The Yarious tints of the 

landscape are brought out 
by the artist with beauti-
ful effect, and they give the 

1 

picture a most pleasing yet 
natural appearance;' he 
wrote. 

Finally, visitors can gaze 
back in time at Marklee- · 
ville's Main Street just as it 
once was in the early 1880s 

For those who love his­
tory, it was a treasure hid­
den in plain sight. 

Karen Dustman is a 
Markleeville resident, 

. .. SPECIAL TO THE R·C. 

Two-story building at the far right is the· ~Id wooden c~urthouse, with Judge Arnot's . 
· house adjacent. On the left is the white Barnes Hotel. The artwork was paioted in 1885 
for Judge Arnot QY Ale~ Chalmers, son of Lewis Chalmers . . 
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Man faces burglary, robbery charges 
. I . -·· ·.. -- . 

Staff Reports 

A man ~o's facing a. 
dozen criminal charges 

. waived his right to a p~e­
limina.ry hearing in 15 days 
on Wednesday. · 

Waylon.Curtis Dondero, . Dondero 
· 30, faces charges ofbattery 

that co~tutes domestic 
violence,resisting a police 
officer, two ·counts ofbur­
glary, battery with in~nt to 
commit a crime, robbery, . 
and assault on a police 
officer . 
. Defense attorney Derrick 

Lopez sought a delay while 
he.worked with the pros­
ecutor to resolve the case._ 

Perkins granted a 
delay but warned attor­
neys he would not do.so 
rontmuously'.. 

"I don't have much ap­
petite to keep bouncing 
this case down the ro~," 
hesaid. . , -

Dondero is be~g held on 
$28,920 bail. 



Death Ride through the California Alps 
by Caryn Haller. 
challer@recordcourier.com 

· --- --eowbellsand applause rang out · 
. from spectators and volunteers 

Saturd.ay mofhiffg witli each cy­
clist arriving at the Woodfords aid 
stati.Pn .... 

Approximately 3,000 riders 
tested themselves in the 33rd an­
nual Death Ride against 16,ooo 
feet of climbing over five passes. 

. John Culllgan or Salinas, Cali£, 
accepted the challenge for the first 
time this year, stopping for a short 
break in Woodfords before start- · 
· ing the 15-mile ·climb up Carson 
Pass aitd back. . . 

"It's going g9od, I'm a, nut who 
· likes to ride his bike all day;' he 
. said .. "This is ab:mlutely the best 
supported ride I've ever been on. 
I've just got to make my way l!P 
the mountain here, and I'll be 

· home free." 
The course covers both sides 

of Monitor Pass, both sides of 
· Ebbetts Pass, and. the east side of 

Carson Pass. 
The Woodfords stop wa~ one of 

13 set up along the 129-mile. route. 
Al Moss and 30 · other volunteers 

helped the riders make repairs, 
refill sports bottles oi'hold their 
bikes while they grabbed"a bite to 

• eat. 

"We've been doing this aid sta­
tion, for she-years;' the Woodfords 
resident said. "We .like it because 
we're a bunch of old folks who 
can't ride it, but like to be involved 
in it." 

Alamo, Cali£, resident Becky 
Bai.Ton was a few miles ahead of 
her 71~year~old father who has fin­
ished the Death Rid~ five times. 

RIDE,5 

Ii: o,;; 
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CARYN HALLER 

Death Ride cyclists enter the Woodfords rest stop Saturday before starting up <:arson Pass. 



. . CARYN HALLER 

A volunteer cools down a cyclist at the Woodfords rest stop. 
At right, a cyclist participates in Saturday's Death Ride. 
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RIDE 
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"The hardest part was 
Monitor and Ebbetts - · 
Pass. People were flying 
down the hills pretty fast 
on Monitor," Barron said. 
"It's going good and the 
weather has been nice. It's 
beautiful coJ.mtry, arid the 
support is great:' 

Tyler Toulouse of Reno 
said his first Death Ride 
wasn't _as hard as he 
thought he wquld be. 
· "It's not too bad. It's 
hard, but not outrageously 
hard," he added. "I feel I'm 
doing pretty well, ahead of 
most of the group at leas_t:' 

Jeff Spronk of Sacra­
mento enjoyed the weath­
er morethis year than fast 
year. The temperature in 
Marldeeville was in the 
mid-sos by noon. 

"It's great, nice and cool 
compared to last year," 
he said. "They paved the 

j 
1 

back side ofEbbetts which 
_ made it a smo_oth ride." 

Jeann!neKechely of 
Carson City waited with 

her family in Woodfords 
for her husband, Mike, 
and 16-year-old nephew 
Michael, to come through. 

"My husband and neph~ 
ew trained together to do 
this ride. It's my husband's 
fifth year, and Michael's 
first," she said. "They 
started at 3- a.m., and - -
are doing all five passes. 

. They're going for it:' 
Mi<;:hael's mother1 Diana 

Dittemore, said her son 

got into_ cycling two years 
.ago. 

"He hasn't ridden a lot, 
but he did track this year 
so that was good training," 
she"said. "He was a little 
nervous, but psyched." 

Michael and his uncle 
arrived at Woodfords just 
before noon to the smiles . 
and cheers of their family 
and friends. 

"It's been. fun,tiring, but 
fun," Iv):ichael said of his 

first Death Ride. "So far -
the back side ofEbbetts 
was the hardest." 

Uncle Mike was proud 
of how well his nephew 
was doing. 

"He's doing great," Mike 

said. "He actually was 
ahead of me over both 
sides of Monitor, so I had · 
to smoke him pulling into 
here:' · 

For more information, 
visit www.deathride.com. · 
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Woodfords basketmaker learned from the best 
By Karen Dustmari 

Artists are a different breed. True writ­
ers just write, whether anyone reads their 
words or not. And Paula Pennington 
makes baskets - beautiful ones. 

No, they're not for sale, although up~ 
scale shops would die for them. This 
Woodfords resident only makes baskets 
for friends and family. She makes them to 
use. And she makes them because - well, 
basketmakers ·make baskets. 

"I've been doing this for 20 or 25 years," 
Paula c_onfesses. "Baskets have always 
fascinated me." 

That fascination first began when Paula 
met Elaine Christensen, a native Washoe 
basketmaker. 

"She was extremely skilled, and willing 
to teach anybody who showed an inter­
est," said Paula. "So a friend and I began 
learning from Elaine and from Goldie · · 
Bryant." But when those two special 
teachers passed away, Paula put aside her 
basket-making for several years. "We lost 
our teachers, lost the impetus," she said. 

After retirement; Paula reconnected 
with her love ofbasketsthrough the Great 
Basin Basketmakers in Reno. The group 
hires well-known basketmakers from 
around the country to teach workshops,, 
and also offers classes ·by local members. 

"You get to learn new techniques or 
styles," Paula explains. "I've always found 

SPECIAL TO THE R-C 

Paula Pennington and the material she 
uses to weave her baskets. 

that if you go to a group, someone will 
have one good tip that's not in a book It 
can make a big difference; you say, 'Oh, 
that's the trick I needed on my last five· 
baskets."' 

Paula has experimented with materiii1s 
for her baskets ranging from traditional 
pine needle or willow to purchased reed 
and even grape or clematis vines. Lately, 
she has been working on woven creations 

Basket~ by Paula Pennington. 

featuring gourds and deer antlers. 
Since basketmaking is a messy opera-· 

1tion, Paula corrals her working materi-
. als in an upstairs loft. In wintertime, she 
sometime11 spreads out in a downstairs 
sunroom with a tiled floor, making. clean~ 
up a snap. 

What gets her going on a new project? 
Having a purpose for the basket, she says. 
Paula's baskets are on display throughout 
her home, both as ornamental objects and 
as practical containers holding mail and 
other items. 

There can be a risk to making such 
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beautiful things. When Paula's sister 
asked for a fruit basket recently, Paula 
found herself making three; "'.fhe first ' 
tw'o she said were tcJO pretty to cover up 
with fruit, so she hung them on the wall 
instead." · 

But for Paula, it's a combination of 
p~ssionand p~rpose. "It's just fun," she 
smiles; "And after all, isn't that what life's 
about. Doing what you love to do." 

For more details about the Great Basin 
Basketmakers group, including informa­
tion on basketmaking classes, go to www. 
greatbasinbasketmakers.org. 



Four Carson Valley 
teams dominate state 
softball tiiiirnament 
by Jamie Craig 
Special to The RC . 

Four Carson Valley softball teams made it all the way to the championship 
games, Sunday, during the Northern Sierra Fastpitch State Tournament at 
Stodick Park, Gardnervile. The SU, 12Uand 14U HotShots of the Carson Val­
ley Girls Softball Association, and the IOU Bloodline, also from the Carson 
Valley, all battled for state titles. In the SU division, the Hotshots took second . 1 

place, falling to the Nevada Sharks of Carson City. In the IOU division:; Blood­
line edged out the Nevada Sharks for the.top Seed. 

The 12U and 14U HotShots continued their winning seasons with first place 
finishes. The 12U HotShots defeatep. the Fallon Force in the championship· 
match. A mid-game rally sealed it for the 14U Hotshots, who beat out Elko· 
Inferno. 

In the 18U division, the Nevada Sharks topped All Out Erivy of Reno for the ' 
state title. . . 

''.All in all, it was a_great tournament;' said CVGSA President Joey McNinch. 
. "It's special for our league to have three teams in the ruD;ning for 1itate titles. 

. . . ' . I ,11vu r.uu, f'.)' ;II,..) ,::,11 II.JI!' I -~'i"''"~~Jal/o>;/ ,,; ,I 11.y' I -.~irt~N~ON.Jr11t121uW!l\.lli-\AaJtLOi!i-_a11py f9r Blo9.dH11e,)1.1~P.Y: Qf t.h,e; gi]ls on thyJ.e~mJ:\lay i:p.~9,uw:!-'.(;)~.7 
Jailene Sakiedo pitches aga:inst th~:.N,ei<!g</-§.h~r:~\OJJ:.fJ;ldflY aftern_gg_i:r;,a:t;§-;t:9ID,<;:!St R~IJ~,I 1 / .rn.iljE1_ai!fp:ri1l_y~l\l/rir~Qjt',s·nice to gie,th(!ITl::gY!ii!- ~IJ.i _ i i,;;,b1 div\ /Fl 1,, .-,,rh?iH o.::;;.r 

- . ., . 
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Marldeevme reSOrt. 
get$ green light : . 

I - • ' "i ' , 

Staff_Reports I core for how Markleeville's 
Mahlee Resort devt;J.op-

' The way isdear for the ment will :unfold." ; . 
constructioll'of a 35-acre A feasibility analysis pre-
project in Markleeville pared by Ragatz Associ-
that willtake its theme ates for the resort said that 
from American Indian it would fill a void in the 

- culture. : marketplace. 
Alpine County supervi- . "Results ofour fea-

sors approved the final - ; I sibility analysis were ..•.. 
niap for.the Mahlee Resort: '1 ve~ypositive ... being a 
project being prbposed by' . : master-planned destina-
Tom Ahdoo. _ . .tion resort in an idyllic 

".A paragon has been , · setting with: a wealth of , 
set in how native!Jieri- -. . yeai--rourid on-site and · 
ta,ge, health and wellness, .. 1 nearby family~oriented 
technology and environ- i amenities and attractions; 
mental sustainability ean_ ~ i said :firm founderR,ichard 
come.together in support i Ragatz. "Mahalee Resort , 
of a highly conscious and . ! showcl gain wide rer.:ogni.:. 
active coliio:iunity,~ Abdoo . . . ! tiofrias satis:fyfug todays 
said m a: release. ~e':re in~ - . i consfuriers and users of . 
spired by the farinto plate • I high quality uirique resort 
movement; experiential i properties." - . -
learning centers, applied .. • The approved final map 
arts of the American Indi-. I encorilpasses a downtown 
ans, holistic inedicine and : business center that will: , · 
U:ED building standards, : include 49 fractional cab-

'""and haye made themthe! - : ins and a resort lodge. 



. · . . . . SHANNON LITZ -· ,.·, ,. : ' ,. ,. , -·· . , ·I 
Steven.James talks about the impact o{Jhe Bisoli fire in the Pine Nut range on tribal allotment . 1 · 

land. · · · · · ·· · ' 

Fire ,takes toll on ;:tribal lands 
. . 

'· ' bySheila Gard!'ler 
sgardner@recordcourier.com 

. ' 'All of o~r h_istory lies in our land. The things tha\ ! 
went with 1t (the fire) are all gone.'' · 

A
t age 80, Washpe 
elder StevenJ¥Ues 

·· doesn't expect 'to · · 
liv~ long enough to :,mterview. "A lot of the Wash­

. see the retjirn of the pine nut · :coe culture is about the1and.1 

crops destroyed in the wild- · .- . ·' A]J. of our history lies-in ourl --~ . 
land fires that scorch ances-: ,· . Jand:-The things that went ! 
tral homelands. withit (the fire) are all gone:' 

Th~ recent Bison fire con-" _ ;James ei:rum~rated the cost 
sumed 24,000 acres _;_ more . to the Washoe Tribe. I 

than_ 3,000 ~res ofWashoe "Our pine nuts for one 
allotment land -::-- destroying thing, probably some of the; 
historic pine nut 'areas, ani- other kinds of food are all i 

mal habitat and other plant ·· destroyed - berries, plants, 
life. , · different kinds of animals ' 

"It's a terrible, terrible 
loss," James said in a recent 

- it's going to take a long 
time. It will be years - years 

Steven James 
Washoe Elder 

.c-- before it comes back," he 
said. 
·- Monitoring tlie,fire and 

. protecting resources is the 
job of Darrel Cruz, head of 
the Washoe Tribe cl!ltural 
resources department and a, 
retired wildland firefighter. 

When the fire started on 
July 4, Cruz was immediately 

· in touch with Tribal Chair­
man Darrell Kizer, Marie 

TRIBE,4 
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Barry, tribe environmental 
director, and fire suppression 
agencies, putting to work his 
expertise in wildland firefight­
ing and cultural resources. · 

"The next day, I met with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and 

. fire officials in the Indian allot­
ment," he said. 

"It's been our policy to do 
· minimal damage to these re­
sources, but at the same time 
protect them. We understand 
the need to stop the fire. It's 

· kind of a balancing act, b_ut all 
the fire officials understand it," · 
Cruz said. 
··-Allotments are federal prop­
erties held in trust by individu­
al family m!'!mbers. 

Cruz said few outbuild­
ings were lost, but damage 
to the land resource~ was 
devastating. 

The lanq has been used by 
generations of Washoe families 

• to gather pine nuts a,nd fire­
wood, and for hunting. 

Once the fire is extinguished; 
and the damaged assessed, 
reµabilitation begins. Cruz is 
concerned about erosion and . 
the potential for runoff. 

"The priority is to stabilize 
areas prone to erosion;' Cruz 
said. 

Aerial seeding is anticipated 
with a native seed mix, but 
Cruz said, with the extensive 
damage, seed banks are low. 

Of primary importance is 

SHANNON LITZ 

Darrel Cruz talks about the impact of the Bison fire on trib~l land on July 18. 

stabilization of the ripari~n 
areas. 

"Those are the1 water · 
courses;' Cruz sil.id. "That will 
always be important because 
everything depends on water 
and stream zones." 

He and James expect 
displaced animals to try to 
reclaim their former habitat 
from human occupation. 

"The animals will be pushed 
out to new areas," James said. 

Cruz stressed the importance 

of the archeological sites. 
"For the Washoe, you get 

an association with a certain 
place, it says something is hap­
pening here. For a lot of the 
archeological sites I find, it's 
a feeling," Cruz said. "It's our 
story, the story ofus. It says 
'we were here, and this is what 
we were doing: 

"It's important to us - and 
the country as a whole - to 
maintain our history," Crnz 
said. · 

Despite the devastation, 
Cruz sees hope. --

. . For the past.six years, he's 
· been monitoring recovery ef­
forts from the 2007 Angora 
fire that consumed a,100 acres 
and 250 homes south of Lake 
Tahoe and east of Fallen Leaf 

. Lake, through ancestral tribal 
pi'~perty. 

-~It's coming back," Cruz said. 
"I am just glad to see the land 
is recovering and the forest is 
regenerating." 
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Man' seeks.funding for. defep.se 
. I - . - . • I .. 

Staff Reports 

. A ~4-year-old Topaz Ranch Estates_ 
man accused of attempted murder is. 
to appear Aug. 13. in District Court to 
obtain funding for resources to aid in 
his defense. · · 
. Lawyer Jamie Henry asked 

Wednesday for a conditional waiver 
of Gary Wesley Wilson's preliminary 
hearing in East Fork Justice Court 
set for Aug: 30. 

Wilson is charged with attempt-. 
ed murder with use of a deadly 
weapon in the July 11 shooting of· 
an acquaintance who suffered a su­
perficial shoulder wound. 

The charge carries a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in prison upon 
conviction. Wilson is in Douglas 
County Jail on $250,000 bail. 
· He is accused of shooting the vic­

tim with a .22-caliber rifle loaded 
with birdshot as the man sat in 
his vehicle; and attempted to drive 
away. 

According to reports, Wilson 
and the victim had both been in a 
dating relationship with another 
woman. 

Reports indicate the suspect 
broke the windows out of the vic­
·tiJn's vehicle, and fired at him nine 

times. , _ . 
' The vie~ had injuries to his 
left shoulder and the back of his 
neck. Authorities recovered the · 
weapon which was a Henry lever­
action .22-caliber rifle. Wilson 
turned himself in July 12 after a 
.26-hour search by law enforcement 
personnel. i 
. II A 56-ye~r-old woman on pro­

bation for drug possession pleaded 
guilty Wednesday to misdemeanor 
theft from Walmart. 

Adelina Osorio and her son were 
observed July 9 acting suspiciously, 
according to store personnel. They. 
were selecting DVDs, and placing 
them in the bottom of a reusable 
shopping bag. 

They paid for food items, but left 
the store without paying for the other 
objects. Store personnel stopped the 
suspects outside and recovered 18 
stolen DVDs, razors and refills val­
ued at nearly $175. 

Osorio is on probation for a felony 
· possession1 after admitting she smug­
. gled methamphetamine into Douglas 

County Jail in a body cavity. 
''We went into Walmart," she said 

Wednesday. "My son took some stuff. 
He walked out of the store. I was at 
the cash register." 

East ForkJudgeTom Perkins sen­
tenced her to time served on the theft 
charge. She is to be released on her · 
own recognizance after she appears 
Monday in District Court for a pro­
bation violation. "Ifl see_you again, 
bring your toothbrush," Perkins said. 
"I am not messing around." 

Ill A 23-year-old South Lake Tahoe 
man was sentenced Monday to.four 

· ·years probation, which includes six 
months in Douglas County Jail, for 
possession of a controlled substance 
for sale. "· 

District Judge Michael _Gibbons 
told ~yundai Dion Nielsen-Martin 
he needed to get approval from Pa­
role and Probation before he moves 
back to South Lake Tahoe. 

Nielsen-Martin was arrested April 
29 after authorities found marijuana, 
methamphetamine, scales and other 
paraphernalia in his vehicle which 
was stopped at Highway 395 and 
State Route 756 in Gardnerville. 

In his guilty plea, the defendant 
agreed to serve six months in jail. 

He also asked the judge ifhe could 
buy back his 1998 vehicle which was 
forfeited as part of the agreement. 

Gibbons directed him to have his 
attorney, Kris Brown, find out.the 
procedure. 



The Record-Courier I Wednesday, August 7, 2013 9 

Archeologist leads excavation at Stewart 
by Nicole Shearer 
University of Nevada, Reno 

An archeological dig is un­
der way at the no-acre Stew­
art Indian School, located in 
southern Carson City. 

"It is important to consider 
the Stewait Indian Schoors 
complicated history through 
a collaborative effort," said 
Sai·ah Cowie, a University 
ofNevada, Reno, assistant 
professor of anthropology. 
'Working at this site is a 
wonderful opportunity for us 
all to leam from each other, 
since we all bring something 
different to the project. As 
a non-native archaeologist, 
myself, I know I will leam a 
lot about indigenous heritage 
from native colleagues and 
students:' 
. The university's Depait­

ment of Anthropology, in 
paitnership with the Nevada 
Indian Commission and the · 
Washoe nibal Historic Pres­
ervation Office, is conduct­
ing the excavation at the site, 
which is home to 50 historic. 
buildings. 

The excavation also serves 
as a summer field school that 
teaches students about ar­
chaeology and historic pres­
ervation. This collaborative 
project combines the eff01ts 
of professional ai·chaeologists, 
Native American specialists 

JEFF DOW/UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO 

Patrick Burtt, a member of the Washoe Tribe of California and Nevada, assists University 
of Nevada, Reno assistant professor of anthropology Sarah Cowie in sifting through their 
archeological findings at the Stewart Indian School in Carson City. Cowie is leading a 
field school this summer that teaches students about archaeology and historic 
preservation. 

in heritage, and students 
from diverse backgrounds. 

"The district is on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places and is deteriorating 
rapidly," Sherry Rupert, ex- · 
ecutive director of the Nevada 
Indian Commission, said. 

"Many of the historic build­
ings were built in the early 
1900s and sit unoccupied, 
adding the urgency to protect 
these buildings:' 

The Stewart Indian School 
was open from 1890-1980 
with a federal mandate to 

educate American Indian 
children, initially ft;om the 
Great Basin Tribes (Washoe, 
Northern and Southern Pai­
.ute,a.nd Western Shoshone), 
but eventually accepting chil­
dren from tribal nations of 
the region. The intent of the 

Indian boarding school was 
not to prepare the Ameiican 
Indian children for higher 
education, but to educate 
them enough so they could 
work in the dominant society, 
away from their cultm'e and 
traditions. 

Stewart alumni have told 
Washoe Tribal Historic Pres­
ervation Officer Darrel Cruz 
that in early years, young 
native children were forcibly 
removed from their homes 

· to live on the Stewart Indian 
School campus. This practice 
was well-documented at 
other Indian schools around 
the country and resulted in a 
ti·aumatic time for both the 
children and their parents. 
Howeve1; in later years at­
tendance at Stewart was 
optional, and alumni from 
that period say it was good for 
some. It provided an avenue 
for the native population to 
leam a skill ;that would allow 
gainful employment. 

stakeholders, including the 
schoors alumni, to identify 
pot.ential cultural tourism use 
of the buildings and campus. 

"We are extremely pleased 
that the University ofNevada, 
Reno, has chosen the site of 
the historic Stewait Indian 
School for their field school;' 
Rupert said. "Uis refreshing 
to see a change in the way 
new archaeologists are being 
taught, with the culture and 
people in mind. The univer-
sity students, both native and 
non-native are learning about 
the school and .its impor-
.tance to Nevada's history and 
futm·e:; 

Although the Stewart In­
dian School site is now owned 
by the state, it is located on 
the traditional homelands of 
the Washoe Tribe of Califor­
nia and Nevada. The school is 
located at 5500 Snyder Way. 
in Carson City. The publicis 
welcome to visit the site while 
the teaJ.Il is working there, 9 
a.m.-noon and],-3 p.m., Mon­
days through Fridays. They 
expect to conclude their work' 

The Nevada Indian Com­
mission, a state agency, has 
been the lead on efforts to 
preserve the history and . • 1 Ai:lgil3 .. 

. legacy cifthe school. The. 
commission has worked with 

·For.more infomiirtion, call 
(ij5) 687-8333. . 



Summertime for kicking back 
"Your brother and your dad are 

in the cow pasture with a kite, 
pair of snow skis, skiing across ir.;:· · 
rigation water," was the text I sen~ 
to our younger son. "Does that 
make us hicks or rednecks? No 
beer involved if that is important," 

Our younger son, inYrrginia, 
knowing these things replied in 

~-Marie 
Johnson 
Fencelines 

hist~. "Hicks. Rednecks would come up. At night we sit a1·9und 
have been. drinking:' a backyard fire. Or sit in wicker 

doing a terrible job pruning, and and water so low. Brown is com-
the tree is showing stress. But .. ing, but our grru;s is still fairly 
there is little we care to do ·against . green. 
the hungry be~. !ficl<s enjoying , . . . The bull hasn't wondered far 
summer. The coyotes stay ciut · off, either. Been able to col-
a ways at night Can hear them · lect him from most places he. 
clearly yelping over their dinner. has wanted to go, but ""asn't 
But occasionally, during the day, invited. He pushed against 
one will walk close.enough while a couple days worth of fence 
I hang out laundry I can holler, repair looking for fresher grass. 
"get out of there" to make him Made one ofus begrudgingly 

· I lo".e my ffilnily. He included chairs on the front porch, looking ·· stop:-Theh lie ·look towards me. . take on the projecf9f slowly put-
. a smiley face emoticon. Hick is at the stars, until the big raccoon Stomping my foot an:d clapping ting up an electric_fencein the-hot 
not a word for civil discourse, · walks up to the porch; Then one my hands lets him know I mean sun. The _calves are growing, sleek 
but it does describe what sum- of us lazily gets up, shuts the front business. Offhe trots a little as their fat mothers, whose black 
mer brings out in us. Summer door, which was left open to Jet .. 
is not meant to be proper. It is in the cool evening air, so the 

fast~r, but not much. It's sum- · hides shine glossy.in the sun. Fat 
mer, he is hot and in no hurry. . rolls on their tail heads. They eat 

. time to relax, reflect, rest, Break · · · ·· raccoon does not walk into the · 
a bedtime rule. Eat messy food house. The raccoon, shy, walks to ._ 

. The baby skunk that was liv- in the earlymoming and cooler 
· ing in the irrigation pipe hasn't evenings, rest in shade during the 

with your fingers. Wear casual the closest tree and scratches until 
clothes. Sleep outside. Read trash. we lose interestin watcllirig hini. 
Regroup. Here we do things like · ., · The bear that comes usually 
hike mountains. Kayak rivers. climbs up the smaller apple tree 
Swim Tahoe, until sunset. Ride closest to the gru·age. He is big 
.bikes in early morning, before the enough to break off branches, 
wind comes up. Or ski across irri- two inches in diameter, reach­
gated pastures after the winds do . ing for small gre~m a,ppl~- He is 

been seen since the raccoon heat · · 
showed up. Not sure if there is All in all summer on the ranch 
a correlation. Not going to fuss is good. E11:joying the last of it, 
if there is. The hay pasture was wishing th~ rest of the woi;ld 
cut and bales ·stacked un_der could. 
the pole barn without missing · 

. a roJation of water. ThatJs very 
·. i~portant with.it getting so dry 

Marie Johnson is a Carson 
· Valley ran,cher. 
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Local group works to end violence in Alpine County 
by Karen Dustman _ 

The name over the door says it 
all: "Live Violence Free:' Formerly 
the Alpine County Women's Cen­
ter, this nonprofit group changed . 
its name a year ago to emphasize 
its dedication to all victims of vio­
lence - male. and female, young 
and old. 

"One in six men have been 
se:1n1ally assaulted, versul\ one in 
four for women - and that's just 
the numbers that are actually re­
ported;' noted Heather Knox, the 
Alpine coordinator for the non-

. profit group Live Violence Free. 
"Violence is an equal-opportunity 
crime. It doesn't matter what your 
age or income level is, or where 
you live. Our mission is working 
to end all violence:' 

For survivors of domestic bat­
tery, seJaial assault, and child 
abuse, Live Vioknce Free offers 
a broad range of assistance; 
"We have a 24-hour hotline, if 
people just want to talk. We offer 
individual counseling. We offer 
emotional suppmt and options to 
survivors, whether they're still in 
the relationship or not;' explained 
Knox. ''.And we have emergency 

\JCE FREE 
NTY WOMEN'S CEHT 
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Heather Knox, the Alpine coordinator for the nonprofit group Live 
Violence Free 

shelter available, when that is 
needed:' 

Challenges for those in Alpine 
County wishing to leave an abu­
sive relationship can include lack 

of transpmtatiqn, lack of employ­
ment, and lack of child care, said 
Knox. "This is such a small, rural 
community, it can be frustrating;' 
she noted. ''.For people who want 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
The "Live Violence Free" Center 
in Alpine County is located in the 
old church near the Early Learning 
Center at_ 100 Foothill Road, 
Markleeville (Woodfords). Use the 
rear entrance, as the front steps are 
currently under repair. Advocates 
are frequently out in the com­
munity, so call (530) 694-1853 for 
each day's scheduled office hours. 
Or call the 24-hour crisis line: (888) 
750-6444 to talk to an advocate. 

to make a change but feel stuck, 
we are able to help with employ­
ment options and finding a place 
to live:' 

The light and airy L VF Center 
is also well-stocked with cloth­
ing, emergency food supplies, 
and hygiene products. "Survivors 
often leave with nothing," Knox 
said. "If they have pets, we have 
'foster pet families' who can take 
animals on an emergency basis, so 
the survivor doesn't have to worry 
about their pet." 

Knox knows the trauma of 
domestic violence first-hand. 'Tm 
a survivor myself. I almost died 

- my abuser tried to kill me;' she 
said. "I was banging on my neigh­
bor's door, trying to get away from 
him, and they said 'We don't want 
to get involved: He came out and 
dragged me back inside. I know 
how alone you can feel_." 

Knox found help through agen­
cies like LVF that work.to assist 
survivors - and is grateful she 
now can "pay it forward" by help- . 
ing others facing similar difficul­
ties. She emphasizes the need to 
be non-judgmental. "We· never 
tell people what they should or 
shouldn't do;' Knox added, ''.And 
we take our duty of confidentiality 
eAtremely seriously:' 

For those who find themself 
in a difficult relationship, Knox 
cautions that violence can flare 
"whenever there's increased 
stress - during the holidays, when 
finances are difficult, or when 
there's work-related stress." And 
for people concerned about a fam­
ily member or friend who might 
be enmeshed in a harmful rela­
tionship, Knox has this advice: 
''Acknowledge what they're saying. 
EA-press concern. Offer uncondi­
tional suppo1t. And tell them to 
call us." 
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by Kurt Hildebrand 
khildebrand@recordcourier.com 

One man is dead and his wife 
injured after a domestic dispute 
turned violent in the Gardnerville 
Ranchos on Monclay night. 

. Accorcling to the Douglas 

sh tin 
County Sheriff's Office, the inci-~ ·--c~a:nd thenshofKiiiil:ierfy Woflinclen 
deni occurred in the 1400 block of .. once in the leg. 
Angora Ddve at about 9:40 p.m; · Sheriff's Spokesman Sgt. Pat. 
when the couple were arguing in Brooks said investigators believe 
front of their home. Woflinden then turned the gun on 

The man, identified as David himself and fired one shot into his 
. .Woflinden, 37, went back into the chest. 

home and obtained a handgun, Deputies found Woflinden lying 

·· dead in his driveway at the home. 
Mrs. Wofliriden was transp01ted 

by paramedics to the Carson Val­
ley Medical Center where she was 
. treated for her injury. 

The couple have lived in the 
home since 2002. · . 



·The Record Courier Friday. August 16, 2013 · 1 19 

COREY RICH PRODUCTIONS/ SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE 

Former Kirk.wood ski patroller Hazel Birnbaum is full 
steam ahead after she qualified for the Freeride World 
Tour. Birnbaum skiied in El Colorado, Chile, on Aug. 9 and 

10. 

irk 
chas 
Tor 

od skier 
.sWorld 
ream 

ing of playing in the Rose 
Bowl. He's going to show 
USC and UCLA they made 
a huge mistake by not grab­
bing him out of high school. 
Yahoo.com recently did a 
story on what it believes a.re 
the Top 25 most intriguing 

. quarterbacks in the nation 
and they failed to'even 
mention Fajardo (Hundley 
was on the list). Fajardo, 
who just might be the 
best kept secret in college 
football, will emerge as a 
national star on Aug. 31. 

Of course, the overall suc­
cess of the Wolf Pack this 
season hinges on whether 
or not they can actually 
stop someone. The defense 
was abysmal last year and it 
turned a team that should 
have gone 10-3 into a 7-6 · • 
disappointment. With a 

._:;..;")Ugher schedule this year, 
if the defense plays like 
it did last year the Pack 
is likely looking at a 5-7 
season at best. Take away 
the defensive front and the 
Pack defense is filled with 

-jjeshmen and inexperi-
- ence. Hundley could jump 

to the top of the Heisman 
list by Sept. I. But still take 

· tho~e 19 or 20 points. This 
on~ looks like a 55-54; triple· 

Ls:rertime track meet. 

the university going to take 
a dozen or so political sci­
ence or history majors to 
Italy for a free IO-day trip? 
You don1t have to join the 
navy to see the world any­
more. All you have to do is 
play for the worst basket­
ball team in the Mountain 

. West. The trip, though; 
does serve a purpose. 

It might be time major 
league baseball considers 
killing off two teams. There 
is obviously not enough 
big league talent to :fill 30 
teams. Get rid of the Flor­
ida Marlins and Houston 
Astros. The Marlins don't 
have any fans or money and 
wouldn't }?e missed at all. 
Major League Baseball is 
nothing more than Triple-A 
baseball with a handful of 
stars thrown in for flavor. 

j 

Does it seem like NFL 
players ire getting hurt 
and suffering more injuries 

I 

in training camp these 
days? Don't believe 1 it. All 
of the silly injury reports 
that seem to occur every 
90 seconds or so a.re due 
to Twitter, the intern.et and 
24-hour sports cha.Iinels . 

. which feel the needto flood 
ourfootball consciences 
with every meaningless 
detail that takes pla~e. The 

The difference between sports media feels pressure 
football players and base- now to report everytihing . 
ball players? Former major its sees, hears, touches or 

. league baseball player Jack eats the moment it occurs. 
Clark said on his St. Louis Tom Brady goes do,tn in a 
ra~o show recently that · summer scriinmageiand all 

'. !Smer St: Louis Cardinals of New England goes into 
first baseman Albert Pujols mourning. Every twi,sted 
has :used performance en- ankle in'training camp is 
hancing drugs. Pujols then treated like Jack Tatµm. 
threatened to sue Clark and . drilling Darryl Stingley. 

i the radi(Ystation and the ra~ Here's the deal: Play:'ers get 
dio ~tation then fired Clark hurt in ti;aining camp. '!;hey . . 

·and'his c<Fhost. Minnesota· -- - livlto "practice anoilier' day.' . 



. • COREY ,RICH PRODUCTIONS/ SPECIAL TO THHRIBUNE 

· Hazel Birnbaum~ of Meyersf must finish top three in points 
'overall in the five Free~ide World Qualifying events she · 
plans on competing in this season. 
' . ! . ' ' 

i I 

I 
SKIER\, 
From page 19\ , , l , 

I I', i: i 
" '

1 I ,· 1,, 
venue..,,.\,,,, 

Birnbaum's final run · 
eamedherth~ coveted Back­

. country.com Sickbird Belt 
Buckle. . 

. '1t is a major honor to be 
· the third women ever to win 
the Backcountiy Sickbird 
Award," Birnbaum said 

·. Repairing th~ confidence 
tha~;was sbJ,-edded with.her 
torn:ACL; MCL and menis~ 
cus was the tough part for 
Birnbaum. 

'1 went through physical 
training, therapy ~d that _ 
whole tlring, and,.I trained · 
really hard prior to evecy ski 
season, but it tookme a whole 
year to mentally get back to. . . 
where I was. It took me a year 
to just be confident in my 
abilify;. she said "Things mp.: 
pen, but~ti :can't.Jet them 
define yow; ~kiing career." 

Continuing on the woriien's 
:freeski podium in second 

·· place was Laia Castellarnau 
Plaza of Spain. Plaza earned 
a.total score ofl42 and 1,400 

: FWQ.points.AlainaHues-
: tis out of Snowbird, Utah, 
landed in third with a total 
• score ofl35.67 and 1,100 
;FWQ.points. 
\. Among the men's :freeski­
;ing competitors, Jim Sorbe 
iofFrance claimed :first place 
[Whenhewasthe only male 
',competitor to attempt and 
_successfully hit a manda­
tocy 25- to 30-foot air at the 
pottom of the venue, earning 
a cumulative score ofl45.67 
~d 1,800 FWQ.points. 
1 Andrew Rumph of Aspen, 
Colo., took second and Zeno 
Cenon ofltaly landed the 
~ podium position. 

I . 
},:fountain Sports 
International, Inc: 
c~ntributed to this report. · 

' -



Kirkwood connectipg.ltQ the po~er~grid-
- , 1 ,,, , , , ,: ., I , ,, . _ -· , ,_ 

-by Dylan Silver Those random lift stop- Agriculture Rural Utilities 
dsilver@tahoedailytribune.com pages ,at KirkwoodiMoun- ' Service Loan. 

ta.in Resort may he' a thing The project will improve 
of the past A project is un- - the air quality, reduce erriis-
der way to connectithe rural sions and help stabilize rates 
Alpine County resbrt and . ' for customers, according 
surrounding comn1unityto to adoCUlllentreleased by 
the electrical grid ; , , KMPUD. _ " -

"Po}Verwill definitely be -, _,_In the past, Kirkwood_ 
consistent and reliable;' 'said , Mountain Resort; the ski· 
Sandy McKay, out-valley area's lifts and the housing · · 

, project coordinato~ for in th_e area have been run 
Kirkwood Meadows Public on diesel generators. After 
Utility District. "The on]y the project is :finished in No-',, 
time it will go do~ will be vember 2014, the generators -· 
when PG&E has a problem." will move to a redundant 

Crews have b~gan laying a role in case of power out-
. 25-mile-long uridei/ground ' ages~;McKay said: · . · _, 

, ',;:transmission line from)3ear ', The district is not sure if' . 
1

, 'lliver:ReservoirtoKirk- the~ewpowersource~ · 
'; wood.Thatlinewillbecon-. increaseor,decreaserates 
: nected to the existing PG&E , for residents of the area, 

Salt Springs-Tiger Creek , , McKay said._, . 
' substation and through two . _ , Without a grid connec-
, Jew substations. The entire - tion, prices f'or power in the , 

project is estimated to, ~ost ' ', area fluctuated with the cost 
$30 million and is :fu:o;ded , of di+,. el fe~ /lv

5
! bJ .:«>t

3 by a U.S. Department of . , - '· 
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pl e. oy brings new eye to old things 
by Karen Dustman 

At 10 years old, Leo Coyan is the youngest 
docent at the Alpine Count)' Museum - and 
possibly in the entire state of California. 

So how did a ldd who loves video games but 
isn't especially fond of history get statted as a 
docent? "He just statted doing it," his grand­
mother Wanda Coyan explains. "I would see 
him taltlng people all around the museum and 
showing them things. Now he watches to see 
people getting out of their cars, and he'll go 
out and greets them:' 

You might say Leo has grown up at the mu­
seum, although he's still not quite full-grown. 
His grandmother is museum curator and his 
father is a frequent visitor. So it should come 
.as no surp1ise that one day Leo opened the 
drawer of the big front desk, pinned a ''Volun­
teer" button on his T-shirt, and began leading 
visitors on tours. . 

He starts visitors out at the old wooden jail, 
demonstrating the squeak of the p1isoner's 
bed by bouncing lightly on the edge of the old 
metal bedframe. 

Next comes a visit to the old hay thresher. 
"Hold this up and don't stick your hands 
inside;' he admonishes, as he opens a panel. 
Then he demonstrates how the vintage ma­
chine works by turning a handle on the side. 

The old snowplow and antique fire hose reel 
are next. Then it's off to the stamp mill, where 
I learn that the old diesel engine that turns 

The Alpine County Museum in Markleeville 
is open 11 a.m.-4p.m.Thursdaythrough 
Sunday, through late October.To find out 
when Leo is leading tours'(Saturdays), call the 
museum at (530) 694-2317. 

this engine:' 
At the old Basque bread oven, Leo opens the 

metal door and encourages a visitor to "stick 
your head inside:' Sure enough, that solves the 
riddle of the sandy dome on top. It's not a solid 
heap of sand at all, but merely a covering that 
follows the natural curve inside the oven. 

'Watch your step," he cautions as we reach 
the old schoolhouse stairs. Sure enough, that 
first plank is loose. Inside, he points out draw­
ings on the walls made by long-ago children, 
and demonstrates how to pull the rope to ring 
the old school bell. 

As for how Leo has learned so much about 
- the artifacts he demonstrates, well, he read the 

plaques. ''.And I listened to my grandmother 
and to Rick Dustman and other people who 

Leo Coyan is the youngest docent at the Alpine County Museum. 

come up to the museum." · 
SPECIAL TO THE R·C · I confess I saw things on Leo's tour that I've 

the stamps is a "sipper;' because the heavy fly­
wheel is so big and only a small amount of fuel 
is required to keep it turning, 

Off in the carriage shed, the old red fire 
engine talles on new meaning as Leo explains: 

"My poppy used to drive this one" - he thinks 
it was in the 194Os. ''You know how on today's 
cars the speedometer goes up to 120? Well, on 
this one, it only goes up to 80 on the gauge. So 
20 miles an hour - that was· normal speed for 

never seen before in the hundreds of times I've 
wandered the museum. And Leo's excitement 
was just plain contagious. 

Not long ago, a happy visitor offered Leo 
two fresh dollar bills in appreciation for his 
wonde1ful tour. "He said thank you very 
much;' Wanda recalls, "and went over and put 
the money directly in the donation box:' 
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Man fiJ~~s prison 
in • robb~l'y .·• - · . . ,_ 

i 
Staff Reports ! _ 

. • . . I. . , . 
A 30-year-oldAlpin1 County man faces up to 15 

years in prison .i,t sentencing Oct. 15 after he pleaded 
guilty bb I , . . 

. to ro ery. I • : : • .· • 
Waylon Kurtis Dond\'!ro admitted Tuesday that 

he and an!)ther suspect; robbed the 40-year-old vic­
tiIT!-- The m~n reportedly were looking for money to 
· gamble. The victim, wlio was.beaten in the robbery, 
lost $78. ! . . 

In exchange for Don1ero's guilty plea, no .other 
charg~ will be sought, including a 
habitual criminal enhancement.. 

Dondero also agr~ed to make a 
truthfi:il statement to authorities . 
about 0-e May 24-~5 incident prior 
to entering his plea: He told Judge 
Tod Yofuig that he liad completed 
the requirement. · · · 

Dondero · Dondero said he committed the 
offense with codefendant Miguel 

Rubio.. · ' 
Rubio faces similar charges, but his arraignment 

was continued after:he notified Young o:h Tuesday he 
was hiring lawyer Joe Laub to replace cqurt-appoint­
ed attorney Kris Brown. 

Rubio's next court appearance is Sept., 17. Both 
men are in Douglas ,County Jail. ' 

The state has agri.ied t6 recommend a !5-year maxi­
mum sentence for Dondero which would make him 
eligible for parole after s~rving two yeID"s in prison, 
He is also eligible for probation, according to the 
plea agreement. · . . · · . - . : 

The sentence is hp to.the judge, no matter what 
the agreement is. ~ I . 

Dondero also isto plead gttjlty to an uµrelated do­
mestic battery case in East Fork Justice pourt. 
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Goats make great mountain haulers, neighbors 
by Virginia York 

In the summer of 2007, I 
had 12 gallons of paint and 
no way to transpo1t them to 
my home in the mountains a~ 
6,800 feet, accessible only by 
trail. Help from a friend and 
her llamas was not available 
at the tinie. I was pondering 
this question of paint convey­
ance when, providentially, 
I met my neighbor, Wanda 
Coyan, and told her ofmy. 
quandary. 

Wanda suggested that she 
and her friend from Fallon, 
Charlie Goggan, provide a 
team of goats for the job. 
So on the appointed day, 
after breakfast at Wanda's, 
cool~ed by her husband Gary, 
three women, Charlie's two . 
daughters, two dogs and six 

big goats proceeded to the 
trailhead. When the goats 
were saddled up (one could 
become quite sentiniental on 
the subject of goat saddles) 
they warmed to the task of 
carrying two gallons each. 
No harnesses or ropes were 
required. The goats followed 
the humans and each other in 
a pe1fect line. One got stuck 
in a bush and after trying to .. 
free himself was content to let 
a human sort out the tangle. 
They strode over the creek 
without stumbling and main­
tained a good pace up the hill, 
showing no sign of strain. The 
journey was remarkably easy 
and the cloven hooves left 
little impact on the trail. That 
night, humans, dogs and 
goats slept outside for safety 
in numbers; mountain lions 

and other predators would 
have found those plump goats 
hard to resist. 

Wanda, curator of Alpine 
County Museum and a plain 
dressing conservative quaker, 

· grew up in a country area of 
Tennessee. The house had no 
electricity or running water. 
Water for baths was heated 
on the wood stove. They kept • · 
food cold in their root cellar. 
When she was four years 
old she was the only child at 
home. They had a cow and 
Wanda would churn butter 
for hours. Her best friend 
was Nanny, the goat (Wanda 
points out that, stiictly speak­
ing, female goats are called 
does and males, bucks). They Wanda Coyan's goats. 
would play endless games of · 
hide-and-seek, Wanda in her 
cowboy boots and little else. 
Wanda would peek around 
a corner of the house then 
Nanny would do the same. 
Together they used to climb C D Y'\ .f, V'"\ u e d 
a big oak tree with thick, 
spreading branches. Most 
children spo1t scan·ed knees, 
but Wanda had scars on her 
stomach whereNannywould 
butt her when she got mad 
(does as well as bucks have 
horns). 

SPEC:IAL TO THE RC 



When Wanda and Gary's 
fom sons were growing up 
they had a cow to provide · 
fresh milk for them all. As_ 
the boys grew older they no 
longer.needed such quanti­
ties of milk so Wanda decided 
to keep goats which produce 
less,more digestible milk 

Goats went out of Wanda's ' 
life again when she was busy 
with nursing school and 
work. When the boys left 
home she was revisited by the 
old hankering. She contacted . 
Charlie of Fallon who per­
suaded her to accompany her 
on a goat packing trip. Wan-

. da was reluctant, thinking 
that she only wanted goats· 
for milk but she agreed to 
go and_ became hooked. She 
now has three pack goats, two 
wethers and a doe, and one 
milk goat, all with distinct · 
personalities. Three are Saa­
nens, from Switzerland, bred 
for cold weather and one is a 
Nubian, bred for the desert. 
In some years there is enough 
delicious milk and cheese for 
neighbors; my daughter used · 

t'Ze.co ,d-C Ou., ,e (" 
A-v:3 usT "3 o; .:to I '3 

to drink most of our qmut the goats would follow him; 
before we'd walked home. he would lie down and_ they 

A familiar sight on om would jump onto his back. 
street is the herd of goats be- The goats have led :to a closer 
ing led to pasture by Wanda ' connection with nature; a 
and Gary. The goats keep the family of swallows lives at 
grass down around the sew- 'the top of one of the stalls. 
agepondaii:d:inthepastute - - The"fourbabiessta.ndoiC 
opposite the library. - - the edge of the nest feeling 

Observing goats at play one quite safe being handled by 
is reminded of the George · the humans. Every night 
Bernard Shaw quote 'We·· - birds and goats are locked 
don't stop playing because up together, the knotholes 

·· we grow old; we grow old · allowing bird access to the 
because we stop playing:' outdoors. -
One is swept away by their · Wanda and Gary also 

· joie de vivre, their incessant h'ave seven banty hens and a 
chasing, climbing, leaping off rooster, a. garden witji flow-
rocks 8.lld spinning in mid- ers, vegetables and hfrbs and · 
air. Wanda maintains that· a greenhouse. Wanda and 
goats and grandchildren are . _ two friends are Wiiting a book 
ari excellent-match. When · _ on wild edible plants of the 
her gran1:lson, Leo, was little Sierra.' 



Poisoning a Sierra stream to save the world's rarest trout 
Officials pour poison into Silver King Creek, killing nonnative trout species, in order to 
make a home for the Paiute cutthroat trout. 

September 02., 2013 I By Louis Sahagun 

Email Share g+1 7 Tweet O 

WALKER, Calif. - State fisheries biologist Dave Lentz 
poured poison into a remote High Sierra stream and 
watched quietly as every rainbow and golden trout in the 
waterturned belly up. 

After the rotenone spread along 11 miles of Silver King 
Creek last Wednesday, other biologists poured in a 
neutralizing agent, making the river again habitable - and 
a suitable home for the rarest trout in the world. 

Rachel Van Horne, a biologist with the U.S. Forest Service, 
lugs a buckel .. (Louis Sahagun, Los Angeles ... ) 

Kneeling beside a small brass spigot that dripped the milky white toxin into a pool edged with alders, 
Lentz a conservation coordinator for native trout with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
smiled and said, "Looks like everything is working as intended. The Paiute cutthroat trout belongs in this 

stream, not the nonnatives in here now." 

The Paiute trout is native to the Alpine County stream in the Eastern Sierra's Carson-Iceberg Wilderness 
of the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest. But it had been squeezed out by rainbow and golden trout, 
which are not native to this portion of Silver King Creek. 

The plan to restore the Paiute trout had been held up in federal court for more than a decade by 
opponents who believe that poisoning a stream is about the worst thing that could happen in a 
designated wilderness. They also question the safety of rotenone and worry about its possible long-term 
effects on wildlife and regional water supplies. 

Biologists say rotenone is a natural poison derived from peas that breaks down rapidly and poses no 
threat to water supplies. 

After the poisoning, biologists in waders sloshed in lmee-deep water, using nets to scoop up the trout and 
place them in buckets. The remains were to be tossed into the forest as an unexpected banquet for 
insects, birds and mammals. 

Alpine County Supervisor Don Jardine is among the critics of this recovery effort by the state 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Jardine 
first fished tllis wilderness with his father more than half a century ago. 

"I have a basic philosophical objection to anyone polluting a natural waterway," Jardine said. "Beyond 
that, these agencies are taking the easy way out. They could have used less obtrusive alternatives such as 
electroshock, but that would have required more time, money and manpower." 

Jardine also pointed out that rotenone is banned for use in U.S. coastal waters and banned entirely in 
Europe. Also, some rotenone treatments have flopped. 

In 1992, an estimated 1,000 trout were accidentally killed along a different stretch of Silver King Creek 
when state wildlife biologists mistakenly used excessive amounts of potassium permanganate to 
neutralize rotenone. 

In the late 1990s, state wildlife authorities laced the Sierra reservoir of Lake Davis with rotenone as part 
of an effort to eradicate northern pike, an invasjve saw-toothed fish that had been ravaging the lake's 
trophy-size trout. The pike returned in 18 months. 



In May, however, a U.S. District Court judge green-lighted the Silver King Creek project. It is intended to 
create a self-sustaining population of about 2,500 Paiute cutthroat in seven to 10 years, making the species 

eligible to become the first fish ever removed from protection under the Endangered Species Act. 

"Rotenone is as close to a silver bullet as anything we have in that it hardly impacts anything but fish," said 
Dan Duffield, a U.S. Forest Service fish biologist. "In this case, we're using it to restore an extremely rare 
fish in an area where it evolved with other creatures such as mountain yellow-legged frogs." 

Since the 1960s, mountain yellow-legged frogs have been decimated in the Sierra Nevada by predators 
including nonnative fish. 

The historic range of the Paiute cutthroat is thought to have been limited to about 9 miles in Silver King 
Creek. By the early 1900s, the species was in danger of extinction through interbreeding with hybridized 
nonnative trout. 

The Paiute cutthroat's range was extended into the upper reaches of Silver King Creek - inaccessible to 
nonnative trout - via unofficial transplantation of the fish by Basque sheepherders in 1912. The Paiute 
descendants are the only known pure strain of the iridescent purplish trout. 

Because the Paiute cutthroats readily take a lure or a fly, Silver King Creek was closed to fishing in 1934. 

If the recovery effort is successful, the creek could be reopened to angling for native trout in less than 10 
years. 



"One reason it may take that long is that there aren't many pure Paiute trout left to draw stock from," said 
Jim Harvey, forest fisheries biologist for the U.S. Forest Service. "Once this stream is ready, our plan is to 
stock so to 100 Paiute trout at a time. 

"In the meantime, we have to make sure that there isn't a single nonnative trout, or even their eggs, left 
alive in this stream," he added, scanning the eddies for dead fish. 

louis.sahaqun@latimes.com 



alifornia 
by Matthew Renda 
mrenda@theunion.com 

As the second wave of state responsibil­
ity area fee bills are poised to be released to 
California residents, officials representing 
rural counties are reiterating their steadfast 
opposition to the policy. 

"I think we fail to see any benefit whatso­
ever to mral counties;' said Nevada County 
Supervisor Ed Scofield. 

The money being generated isn't lead­
ing to increased protection for any county 
residents, Scofield said -'- instead, he said, 
it is being used to backfill a budgetary hole 
created years ago on the backs of rural 
Californians. 

The SRA fee was created by California 
Assembly Bill 29, approved by the Dem­
ocrat-dominated legislature in 2011 and 
subsequently signed into law by Gov. Jerry 
Brown. 

The law imposes a fee of either $115 or 
$150, with property owners already cov­
ered by an existing fire protection district 
paying the lesser fee. 

"It is bad public policy, and unfair to 
rural homeowners;' said Kevin Cann, board 
chairman of the Rural County Representa­
tives of California and a Mariposa County 
supervisor. "We will continue our efforts to 
repeal this fee and relieve rural homeown­
ers of this duplicative ta.":' 

Bills have been mailed to Alameda and 
Alpine counties and hit mailboxes in Ne­
vada County on Thursday. 

State Sen. Ted Gaines, who represents 
Nevada County, has long maintained that 
the fire fee not only places an undue finan­
cial burden on rural homeowners but is 
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RA fire fee flap flares up again 

KURT HILDEBRAND /R-C FILE PHOTO 

A firefighting helicopter carries water to 
the Centerville Flats fire in Alpine County 
of in 2009. California is charging rural resi-

. dents a fee to pay for firefighting efforts. 

fundamentally illegal. 
"This $150 fire ta." is illegal and unfair 

- plain and simple;' said Gaines. "My goal 
with these bills is to offer some hope and 
support to Californians who are still facing 
a 10 percent unemployment rate and strug­
gli_ng just to make ends meet:' 

Gaines·introduced three bills "this year 
to mitigate or overturn the fire fee; two 
were defeated before making it o~t of 
committee. 
· The remaining bill exempts California 

residents with an annual income ofless 
than 200 percent of the federal poverty 
level and is expected to be taken up next 
year, Gaines said. 

The most promising avenue for repeal of 
the fire fee is the class action lawsuit spear­
headed by the Howard Jarvis Ta.."Payers 

Association, Gaines said. 
The suit argues the so-called fee is actu­

ally a ta..'I'., which should have required a 
. two-thirds vote instead of the simple ma­
jority vote it received. 

A Sacramento Superior Court Judge 
ruled that four co-plaintiffs to the lawsuit 
could not collect refunds due to their fail­

. ure/refusal to submit a "petition for rede­
termination'' - the form that indicates an 
individual is paying a bill under protest. 

The state sought to have the case dis­
missed, said David Wolfe, the association's 
legislative director, but the judge ruled it 
could continue. 

The Superior Comt, which is backlogged, 
will likely take up the issue toward the end 
of the calendar year, ·wolfe said. , 

Calfire maintains the charge on rural 
residents is a fee because residences within. 
the SRA area derive specific benefits from 
the fire agency. 

The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst's 
Office recommended that the state collect 
money from homeowners who directly ben­
efit from the state's firefighting efforts. f 

However, Jason Flores, fire chief of the. 
North SanJuan Fire Protection Distri.c~, 
said the constituents in his district have 

/received zero benefits as a result oflegisla­
- tive policy. 

According to a news release issued by the 
Rural County Representatives of Califor­
nia, Calfire expends more money for fire 
suppression in highly urbanized areas, not 
rural areas. 

Furthermore, the first round of bills 
mailed to residents cost the state $15 mil­
lion to implement and was plagued by inef­
ficiency and errors, the release states. 

George Runner, District 2 representa­
tive of the California Board of Equaliza­
tion, said implementation was poorly 
executed because the State Responsibility 
Area was not intended to function as a ta.'{ 
jurisdiction. 

"It will continue to be problematic;' Run­
ner said. "We may clean it up a little bit, but 
it will continue to be far from flied. It's just 
an unfair way to ta.'{. Period." 

Statistics show that only 88 percent of 
those h;vied with the fee have responded 
with 12 percent not complying either due 
.to the general air of protest surrounding 
the issue or due to procedural errors such 
as bad addresses or multiple bills sent to 
the same address. 

Gaines said it is cmcial for individuals to 
pay their bills under protest if they wantto 
. receive a refund should the lawsuit proves 
succ.essful. 

Not paying will result in 20 percent 
increases on an annual basis and will dis­
qualifyindividuals from the r~fund process, 
Gaines said. 

Calfire said it needs the approximately 
$84 million in annual revenue to maintain 
the current levels of service. 

In 2012, Calfire spent $148 million on 
large, out-of-control wildfires, said spokes­
man Daniel Berlant in a previous report. 
That exceeds the $93 million allotted for 
such fires in the state budget, and the bal­
ance will come out of the state's reserves. 

• "The fee provides a much-needed and 
stable funding source to prevent these 
devastating wildfires, especially like those 
we've seen this year;' he said. "Preventing 
fires saves lives and homes ... know that this 
funding is essential:' 



by Karen Dustman 

There's something about grape­
vines that's pure magic. The way 
fresh leaves shine with almost 
an inner glow. How tendrils coil 
around any object in their way, 
including other tendrils. The 
energy of new shoots stretch-
ing happily for the sun, as if they 
could wind around the air itself 
and climb all the way to heaven. 

There's something just plain 
happy about these ancient plants; 
they're so clearly ·excited about 
living. But what can you do with 
grapevines, besides wait impa­
tiently for the grapes? 

For starters, grapevines make 
a great garden arbor. Hardy 
enough to withstand our blustery 
Sierra zephyrs and cold-tolerant 
enough (with the right variety) 
for high desert winters, grape­
vines can be slow to get started · 
but a joy once established. 

If you do sta1t an arbor, be 
prepared: you'll find yourself 
pruning, clipping and some- · 
times just plain chopping to keep 
your arbor in shape. It's tough 
to be ruthless with something 

Grapevines have a variety of uses. 

so beautiful. But think kudzu: 
those vines will take over if you 
let them. 

There's a plus to all that prun­
ing: cuttings make a wonderful 
accent for flower arrangements. 
Brilliantly emerald, graceful vines 
can make the simplest bouquet 
snap. Just toss in a few fresh clip­
pings and wait for compliments. 

SPECIAL TO THE R-C 

Grape leaves can be a treat in 
their own right, too. Roll them 
with rice for a Greek savory 
called dolmas. Tender leaves can 
be frozen in spring for cooking 
all year round. And grape-leaf tea 
is reputed to have a wide range 
of prope1ties, from improving 
circulation to relieving chronic 
fatigue syndrome. (Just be sure 
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not to pick where plants have 
been sprayed). 

Best of all, this is the time of 
year when the grapes themselves 
arrive - a not-to-be-missed 
harvest. Plucked fresh from the 
vine, chilled in a salad, or frozen 
for a cool .summer dessert, grapes 
make a no-guilt treat. All that 
taste and hardly .any calories? 

· Now that's magic.-
GRAPEVINE GROWING TIPS: 

Ill Read labels; for Siena win~ 
ters, be sure to choos_e a cold-tol- · 
erant variety. 
· II Pests love sweet·grapes, too, 

. unfortunately. Keep yellow iackets · 
away with a hanging trap oi two. 

1111 Grapes are slow to leaf out in 
the spring and may be weeks be­
hind other plants in your garden. 
So don't give up and yank them 
out prematurely. Be patient, and 
they'll reward you. 

DOLMAS RECIPE: 
.For a tasty stuffed grape leaf 

recipe including instructions on 
how to roll the grape leaves, go to: 

http:/ /whatscookingamerica. 
net/Vegetables/Stu:ffedGrape0 

Leaves.htm. 

Trails group 
starts in 
Alpine County 

Staff Reports 

The Alpine Trails Association 
is a group oflocafoutdoor en­
thusiasts working in cooperation 
with county, state, and federal 
agencies to improve nonmotor­
ized access to public lands in 
Alpine County. 

Participants are currently look­
ing for people who are interested 
in maintaining and creating a 
network of hiking, bi.lung, and 
equestrian trails in the county. 

Organizers extended an invita- . 
tion to anyone who is interested 
in joining, or who has an opinion 
about the organization, or to 
attend meetings held monthly 
at Turtle RockPark. The next 
meeting is 9' a.m. Thursday a:t 
the Turtle Rock Park Community 
Center. Many volunteer oppor­
tunities exist for those who are 
interested. 

For more information, visit 
www.alpinetrails.com or contact 
one of the organizers listed on 
the website. 



LETTERS TO 

Markleeville Courthouse's future 
·Editor: 

In response to a petition totaling nearly 100 
signatures by citizens of tiny Alpine County, 
the Board of Supervisors has granted the pub­
lic's request for a special meeting to discuss 
the courthouse's future. It will be 1 p.m. Friday 
at theAdmiiristration Building in Marklee-

. ville. Petition proponents are hoping that 
maybe, just maybe, the board will reconsider 

· proposed changes to the old.courthouse that 
many residents fear would irrevocably dam­
age the historic integrity of the building. 

Opponents of the alterations believe that 
ADA issues with the current courthouse 
can be solved far more simply,.and far more 
cheaply, by putting in a ramp or a lift at the 
existing front entrance. While expressing no 
opinions on.ADA or other considerations, the 
judges have indicated that many of the secu­
rity concerns could be addressed by an alter­
native to the present plan. Local law enforce­
ment officers have also indicated that security 
concerns could be addressed in other ways. 

According to one local contractor, doing 
away with the proposed connector could 
actually save the countymoney (potentially 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, according 
to this contractor's guesstimate). 

Please plan to attend the public meeting on 
Friday and bring like-minded mends. This is 
your last chance to make your voices heard 
about the value of preserving this beauti-
ful old historic building, intact, for future 
generations. · 

Nancy Thornburg, Wanda Coyan, Karen 
Dustman 

Markleeville 
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Advocacy group 
hopes to harness 
funds for 
homeless 
Register Staff 

• I 

organizations to access funding Information System," elect a 
to provide care and assistance to board of directors and develop a · 
the homeless community. plan for services. . . 

The program provides fund- , And Emerson said the group 
ing opportunities from state and hopes to accomplish all that 
federal sources that are current- within the next two monilis. 

'ly unavailable to homeless ser- "The goal is to get this CoC 
vice providers in this region. . _ up and running as soon as pos­
Emerson explained that the U.S. sible to qualify for the next 

Inyo, Mono and Alpine resi- Department of Urban round of funding;" · he .. said, 
dents · are joining resources to · Developmenf , and, others have explaining that he hopes to have 
help serve one of the most at- funds reserved specifically for I all the requirements. met by 
risk gtoups in local comm.uni- CoC groups and currently, there · October or November. • 
ties. are no approved C~Cs operat- . After meeting 'the requrre-

On Wednesday, Aug. 29, ing in the Eastern Sierra ments; Emerson said the CoC 
more than 30 homeless-preven- To that end, stakeholders are will be able to provide. local 
ti.on stakeholders met at Bishop seeking additional CoC mem- communities "a wide range of 
City Hall to discuss a collabora- bers from local businesses, non: services" raJJ.ging frc;,m hospital 
tive relationship to, address profit homelessness assistance funding, rental assistance and 
homeless issues in the Eastern providers,· victim services pro- more. 
Sierra viders, faith-based organiza~ The next Eastern Sierra CoC 

Participants decided to work . tions, ~ocal governments, public meeting will be held at 10 a.m. 
together to establish and operate ,housing . agencies, school dis- Wednesday, Oct 2 at Bishop ' 
a Continuum df Care Program tricts, social.services providers, City _H~. Emerson· said the 
for Inyo, Mono, and Alpine inental health agencies, hospi- group will be discussing gov­
counties. The CoC will be com- tals,, universities, affordal;>le erning board membership, cur­
posed of community advocates . housing. developers, law rent funding opportunities and 
that promote, fund and imple- enforcement, organizations . the state and, fe_deral ,certifica­
meilt programs to assist home- serving veterans, homeless 'or ti.on process. 
less individuals or those at risk formerly h~meless individuals , For more information on this . 
of becoming homeles~., and other homeless service .. program or to· be placed on the 

According ' to . , IMACA advocates. mailing list for notificaµon of 
Director of Housing and . Before it , can be officially: future meetings, contact 
Development Larry Einerson, recognized as, a CoC, the group .Emerson at (760) 873-3021 ext. 
creating a CoC will open n'ew vyill be required to create a data- ,5 or email lemerson@imaca 
avenues for local agencies and · base,or'~HomelessManagement net. ' 

. fi:< · +Al'@ ReGtsr~g ' S/f'T-1 5epr, ,q ~ 2-0, ~ 
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at courthouse alternatives 

SHANNON LITZ/R·C FILE PHOTO 

The historic Alpine County Courthouse in Markleeville was designed by Fredrick Delongchamps, who also designed 
the Minden courthouse and Douglas County High School, which now houses the Carson Valley Cultural Center & 
Museum. · 
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Staff Reports 

Friday the 13th was lucky 
for supporters cifpreserv­
ing the Alpine County 

· Courthouse when supervi­
sors voted 5-0 to pursue 
alternatives to a plan to 
revamp the 85-year~old 
building. · 

A proposal to build a · 
glassed-in hallway from 
the west end of the ad­
ministration building 
to the judges' chambers 
in the rear corner of the 
courthouse would prompt 
several changes that resi­
dents felt would affect the · 
historical character of the 
building. 

According to Mar­
kleeville resident Nancy 
Thornburg, that would 
have resulted in a domino 
effect of moving both 
judges' chamber's to the op­
posite end of the building, 
"flipping" the courtroom, 
and eliminating the his­
toric couitroom -furniture 
and the stairway to the 
basement where plans ate 
_to put the District Attor­
ney's office. 

"What the public had 
1 

learned only recently was 
that this would also have 
severely limited access 
into the Courthouse by 
the general public;' she 

1 

said. ''.And.that was just all · 
too much for the citizens 
of Alpine who have loved 
and protected th~s his­
toric building for almost 
a century and wanted to 
keep their right to enjoy its · 
beautiful interior and show 
it off to visiting friends and 
relatives." 

~lpme- +o Lao\.-. Q.+ 
On Friday the Alpine 

County Board of Supervi- · 
sors held a meeting to dis­
cuss the planned changes 
to the Alpine County 
Comthouse and adminis­
tration building. The hear­
ing room was packed with 
every seat taken. There 
was standing room only 
and overflow out into the 
foyer of the administration 
building. . 

A petition had been 
circulated and signed by 99 
residents and submitted to 
the board opposing the plan. 
People came to the hear-
ing from Marldeeville and 
Woodfords as well as from 
Carson Va:Iley and beyond. 

"Many spoke against the 
plan, suppo1ted..alterna­
tive ideas for ADA access 
and court security and 
privacy, and strongly urged 
the board to consider other. 
options;' Thornburg said. 
"Speaker after speaker ex-. 
pressed liow important this 

buil4ing is to Markleeville \ 
and the community at large. 
One historian pointed out, 
. 'When it's gone, it's gone!"' I 

After two hours of public : 
presentation the board ad- \ 
journed into executive se.s­
sion for about 20 minutes. 
When they emerged into 
open session theyvoted 5-0 
to pursue alternative plans 
and to abandon the con~ · 
nector idea. The audience 
erupted in applause. 

. 
1
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"Many from the audi­
ence went forward after 
the meeting to compli­
ment the board members 
for listening to community 
input and reaching out for 
an alternate solution which 
would preserve their be­
loved courthouse;' she said. 

The comthouse was built 
of quarried native rock in 
1928 and was designed by 
Frederick de Longchamps. 
It is on both the Nafional 
Register of Historic Places 
andthe California Register. 

Plans to build a new . 
Alpine County Comthouse 
were cut in 2011 after the 
California Legislature 
redirected $310 million in 
courthouse construction to 
the general fund to balance 
the state budget. -

The proposed Alpine 
cm;nthouse would have cost 
$26 million to build and 
would have been built in a 
different location. 

According to a letter 
written in 2011 by Alpine 
County Judge David De Vore 
i:r;i. supp01t of the new court-

. house, security and safety 
are two major issues with 
the old comthouse. · · 

"Most of the records are 
in a rented storage facility 
in a Nevada town some 25 
miles away;' De Vore said. 
"The upstairs eritrance i·e­
quires navigating two sepa­
rate sets of steps and an 
uncovered walkway which 
is impossible for those 
with disabiHties under any 
circumstances:• 

Reco'. '.::: ~ u -r i'e, 
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De Vore called trials "se-
curity nightmares;' in his 
letter. 

"Our building and court­
room do not accommodate 

. the number of jurors we 
inust summon for even 
modest matters, and the 
parking is inadequate to 
handle their cars, which re­
quires us to rent from the 
county a meeting hall sev­
eral miles away where we 
must set up axaugh court­
room using folding chairs 
and tables, and additional 
security for the remote and 
vulnerable setting:' 

Between 2009 and 2011, 
more than $I.I billion in 
funding originally des­
ignated for courthouse 
construction has been bor­
rowed, swept to the general 
fund, or redirected. 



Luetta Dressler Bergevin 
September 6, 1921 - August 24, 2013 

! Luetta (Lue) Dressler Bergevin passed away peacefully on the 
- morning of August 24, 2013, surrounded by her family. She was 91. 

Her husband, Louis, Carson Valley rancher and long-time state 
Assemblyman; preceded her in death. 

Luetta D. Bergevin, a fourth generation Nevadan, was born on September 6, 
1921, on the Dressler Home Ranch, to Fred H. and Anna (Neddenriep) Dressler. Luetta 
was the last baby delivered by,her great great aunt Dr Eliza Cook, Nevada's'first 
woman physician. She developed an early appreciation for the beauty of the outdoors, 
having spent the first years of her life on the family cattle ranch that encompassed parts 
of Carson Valley and Alpine and Mono Counties in California. 

. At the age of seven, she boarded in: Centerville at the home of John and Mildred 
Drendel in order to attend the Centervme School. Due to consolidation, she continued 
her education the-following year at the Minden Grammar School where she graduated 
from the eighth grade in 1936 as Valedictorian of her Class. 

- She graduated from Douglas County High School, Gardnerville, Nevada, where 
- she was an active member of the class of 1940. Luetta serve·d as Secretary of the Stu-

dent Body, Editor of the Garminada, and was a member D.C.H.S. Girls Basketball 
Team. She continued her education at the University of Utah where she received her 
B.S, degree in Nursing Education and. her degree as a Registered Nurse from St. 
Marks Hospital School of Nursing in Salt Lake City. She was a member of Delta, Delta, 
Delta Sorority and was active in campus life. 

During World War II, she worked as a U.S. Naval Cadet Nurse at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital in Seattle, Washington. Following V.J. Day she returned to St. Marks in Salt 
Lake City, where she passed her state boards with honors, and was employed as the 
Head Nurse on the Orthopedic Floor.. - • 

In June of 1946, she returned to Gardnerville and in August married her high 
school sweetheart, Louis Bergevin. Theywere married in the old Lutheran Church near 
Gardnerville by Pastor PaulrH. Felten. Following their marriage they lived near Mesa, 
Arizona, where her husbandwas a Captain in the U.S. Airforce at Williams Field, Ari­
zona. After his discharge as:a Major, they moved to Reno. While in Reno, she worked 
as a Head Nurse on a surgical floor and then as O.B. Supervisor at the Washoe Medi­
cal-Center (now Renown). In time they moved fo the Dressler Ranch and Carson Val­
ley where they would raise their family. After the move, Luetta did private duty nursing 
at the Carson-Tahoe Hospital for Dr. Ontie Hovendon and Dr. E. G. Hand. She volun­
teered at Health Fairs and assisted in giving the first polio injections in Carson Valley. 
She served on the board of the First Carson Valley Emergency Medical Center. Later 
she served as a nurse at the Lake Tahoe 4-H camp. · 

Following her retirement from nursing, she revive,c:I her interest in art. She was a 
member of the Carson Valley Art Association and the East Fork Gallery, serving as 
President in each. She was also a charter member of the Brewery Arts Center in 
Carson City. She loved to paint and worked in oil and watercolor with watercolor being 
her favorite. She was a self taught artist until her first painting lessons from Geraldine 
Lawrence. In 1981 she travelled to China with a group of artists who took every 
opportunity to sit down and paint or sketch while on the trip. They met with Chinese 
artists and exchanged ideas and techniques. It was an experience she never forgot. 
Over the years she-painted numerous landscapes, florals and other varied subjects. 
She sold several of her works and her family members each have a favorite. 

Aside from her paintings, Luetta was an avid gardener, an incredible cook and a 
beautiful seamstress. She enjoyed hiking, especially in the mountains of Alpine County 
and outlying areas of Nevada. On these hikes she would collect numerous photos that 
would later be inspirations for many of her paintings. She was never inactive and her 
involvement in community. life included membership in the Carson Valley Literary Club 
(Past President}, the Nevada State Cattlewomen (formerly Cowbelles) (Past President), 
Douglas County Republican Women, Parent Teachers' Association, 4-H Leader, 4-H 
chaperone on educational trips, and she was a lifetime member of the St. Mark's 
nurses' association. She also served on the Nevada Historical Commission, Nevada 
4-H Foundation, Douglas County Historical Society Board and was chairman for the 

_ National "Beef for Father's Day" campaign. She enjoyed working with people and put in 
many hours assisting her husband in his many campaigns for the Nevada State 
Assembly. She wa§> a lifetime member of Trinity Lutheran Church and was a substitute 
organist for Ruth Felten at the old church and often taught Vacation Bible School. 

In April of 201 O she moved to Merrill Gardens Gardnerville where she enjoyed 
much love, friendship and attention. The family would like to thank all of the wonderful 
staff at Merrill Gardens along with Linda from Gentiva and Brian from Vista Care 
Hospice for all of their kindness, efforts and care in making Luetta comfortable. 

She is survived by her son, Lee (Sharon) Bergevin and his family: Debbie Curry 
Flaherty (Amber & Chris Weller, Jordan Flaherty), Greg (Jennifer) Curry (Kaitlyn, 
Joshua & Julianna Curry), Lynda Curry, Shannon Bergevin (Al} Garner (Abigail & 
Genevieve Garner), Andrew Bergevin and Erin Bergevin; her daughter, Jeanne (Todd} 
Russell and her family: Matthew (Carolyn) Russell (Nathan & Charles Russell), Timothy 
(Cassidy) Russell (Brynn & Larkin Russell); her brother Frederick Dressler; as well as 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. 

In addition to her husband, Louis, Luetta was preceded in death by her parents. 
A Celebration of Life will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1480 Douglas 

Avenue, Gardnerville, Nevada, on September 14; 2013, at 10:00 a.m. In lieu of flowers, 
Luetta would be happy to know that she inspired donations in her name to the Douglas 
County Historical Society, 1477 Hwy 395, Suite B, Gardnerville, NV 8941 O or the East 
Fork Gallery, 1503 Hwy 395 t',), Suite K, Gardnerville, NV 89410. 

with the arrangements, (775) 888-6800. ~(!- ~~f1: If; ::U,-1.,3 



s 
by Karen Dustman 

Horses and buggies and dirt 
streets may have gone by the 
wayside. But dallying spouses 
and irate neighbors - well, some 
things never change. And one 
sad story from 1874 has an all­
too-modern ring. 

When Emily Jane Palmer mar­
ried Alfred Bates in February, 
1868, the pair was destined for 
anything but wedded bliss, The 
newlyweds moved from Mono 
County to the mining town 
Silver King where, according to 
the Alpine Chronicle, Mrs. Bates 
found a new "affinity." 

An all-too-predictable con­
frontation ensued between Mr. 
Bates and his rival. In July 1874,, 
guns were drawn and blows 
exchanged. The "affinity" wound 
up cooling his heels for 60 days 
in Silver Mountain's cold stone 
jail, for battering Bates, while 
Bates too found himself in 
trouble with the law for drawing 
a deadly weapon. Emily, mean­
while, high-tailed it out of Silver 
King and promptly replaced 
both beaux with a new "affinity" 
in nearby Markleeville. 
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time, the death was hardly 
an accident; the cause of the 
child's passing was "cruelty and 
neglect." 

The citizenry of Marklee-
ville decided it was time to 
intervene. A "committee" was 
formed and paid a vigilante­
style visit to the household. 
There, they advised Grow in no 
uncertain terms to ."settle ~phis 
business" and skedaddle out of 
Alpine County within the next 
five days. 

But while they were there, the 
intervening neighbors stumbled 
upon another sad fact: the 
couple had been "in the habit of 
beating the surviving daughter," 
three-year-old Helen Belle, who 
they discovered was "sick unto • 
death." The local paper deemed 
it an "outrage;" 

Silver Mountain City from the cover of Karen Dustman's book "Ghost of the Sierra: Silver Mountain City:' 

The citizens di.dn't bother 
with judges or legal niceties. 
They simply scooped up little 
Helen and took her away with 
them. A rancher's wife brought 
the chHd into her home, tend­
ing to her needs as well as any­
one could. But a happy ending 
was not to be. Little Helen died 
Sept. 26, 1874. 

But if it weren't for bad luck, 
Alfred Bates must have had no 
luck at all. A month later, the 
jilted husband was crushed by 
.a mule falling backwards upon 

his body. After "intense suffer­
ing," the ill-fated Bates left his 
worldly troubles behind. 

With Emily's first husband 
now conveniently gone, the 

dallying widow quickly tied 
the knot with her latest love, 
Andy Grow. But just a few days 
after the wedding, Emily's baby 
daughter passed away. This 
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Fall brings color and artists to Markleeville · 
by Joyce DeVore 

Fall color is just begin­
ning to transform Alpine 
County into its celebrated 
and breathtaking season: It 
should be ideal for this year's 
Markltceville Artists Autumn 
Open Studios 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Oct. 5-6. 

Eleven artists will partic­
ipate this year, marking the 
11th year of the studio tour. 

Local artists open their 
home studios to the public 

. for those two days, while 
guest artists, who reside 
near Markleeville, bring 
their works to downtown 
Markleeville for the public's 
convenience. 

Register at the Alpine 
County Chamber of Com­
merce and pick up a free 
color map with directions 
to each art site and contact 
information for the artists. 

Within walking distance, 
you will find four studios. 
Noel and Linda Bottoms will 
be.at Intero Realty, where 
they will display hand-craft­
ed jewelry set with semi-pre­
cious stones, photography, 
and cards. ErikHolland, a 
masterful plein-air painter 
and a tme fan of the Mar­
kleeville area, will have his 
oil paintings on display at 
the Markleeville Library. 

Holland will only be avail­
able on Saturday, although 
the library display will be 
open both days. 

The fomth downtown 
studio is especially imp01t­
ant this year because the 
artists have dedicated this 
year's event to Peter Chope, 
the prominent water color 
artist and graphic designer 
who lost his life to cancer 
last April. Hosts Sandy and 
Patt Baenen will have a 
variety of items crafted with 
contemporary fabrics; while 
showcasing two previously 
unviewed watercolor paint­
ings by.Peter Chope. At 5 
p.m on Saturday,join the 
artists in a t!)ast to Chope on 
the back deck of his studio at 
279 Montgomery St. 

The next group of artists 
are located a short distance 
down Hot Springs Road. On 
Raymond View Drive, you 
will find Charles Muench, 
whose talent and passion for 
the outdoors have combined 
to make him a world-class 
artist. Muench strives to 
understand what he·paints, 
immersing himself in the 
setting to listen, feel, and see 
the lonely Sierra landscapes 
he loves. Muench was the 
featured aitist in Southwest 
Alt magazine, April 2013. 
His recently published book 

Markleeville Memories: 
Paintings of a Sierra Town 
will also be available. 

Mai·kleevillage, just across 
from the Muench studio, has 
four studios. Russel Keten­
jian, on Timber Lane, has 
beautiful oil paintings of the 
Sierra and creative pottery. 
Just around the bend, Caro­
lyn and M3!k Vaughn have 
exquisite creative pottery, 
Raku pottery, and functional 

ware. Also showing at the 
Vaughns' studio, Reena 
Spansail explores her inte­
rior landscape in oils and 
glass. Richard Shokouh's 
studio features his magnif­
icent stained-glass pictures 
as well as his oil paintings. 

Perhaps after a refresh­
ing beverage and a bite to 
eat in Markleeville, visit 
the local art shop and then 
head toward Woodfords to 

visit Evelyn Yonker's home 
studio. She will be showing 
sculpture, plein-air paint-. 
ings, abstract ait, pastels, 
as well as hand-painted silk 
scarves. 

The event is funded by 
local sponsors: including 
wonderful dining spots such 
as The Deli, Sorensen's, 
Hope Valley Cafe, The Toll 
Station, CJ's Woodfords 
Station,_and The Wolf 

Creek restaurant; and 
businesses Markleeville Art 
& Soul, Intero Real Estate 
Services, Markleeville Gen­
eral Store, Markleeville 
Gas, Alpine County Cham­
ber of Commerce, and Al­
pine County Friends of the 

·Library. 
Thank you for your past 

suppbrt of the studio tour 
and we hope to see you this 
Oct. 5 and 6. 
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Man- sentenced to 15 years· for ·robbery 
by Sheila Gardner 
sgardner@recordcourier.com 

Waylon Dondero was 
sentenced Tuesdayto 15 
years in prison for robbery, 
with a promise from the 
visiting judge that he would 
attend the defendant's pa­
role hearing in five yeru:s. 

Senior Judge Charles 

Dondero 

· orevil. 

McGee, 
sitting in 
for Judge, 
Tod Young, 
told Don-

: derothat 
he could 
be a leader 
in prison, 
for good 

"My deal with you is 
this," McGee said. "From 
the crossed pictures I get 
of you, you are a leader. At 

· the co:o;unencement of your 
59th month in prison, if 
somebody tells me you are 
a leader, I will go to your 
parole hearing and make 
a recommendation as your 

. sentencing judge." 
Dondero, 30, pleaded 

guilty to robbery, admitting 
he and another suspect 
robbed the 40-year-old vic­
tim of $78 in their search 
for money for gambling. 
In exchange for his guilty 
plea, no· other charges were 
soiight, including a habit­
ual criminal enhancement. 
He received the maximum 
sentence ofl5 years with 
parole eligibility in five · 
years. 

Co-defendant Miguel Ru:­
bio pleaded not guilty and 
is set for trial. 

Dondero's lawyer, 

Derrick Lopez,·presented 
severai letters in _support of 
his client. 

Lopez said he had experi­
ence with Dondero dating 
from the early 2000s. · 

~This event, he had been 
on the ruti:from domestic 
battery and committed the 
robbery. He had been using 
drugs," Lopez said. "Sober, 
he is an ama.zing person. 
He is viewing this time (in 
prison) as something given 
to him by a higher being, as 
time to reflect on freedom." 

He said Dondero planned 
to take advantage of prison 
programs to deal with his 
addiction and anger issues. 

Dondero told McGee that 
he knew inmates "on the 
straight and narrow," and 
planned to "keep them close 
to me" while he's in custody. 

McGee offered to 
purchase two books for 
Dondero he recommeb.ded 
the inmate read in prison, 
author Barbara Kingsolver's 
"The Bean Trees," and "Pigs 
in Heaven." 

"It's about being a proud 
Native American," McGee 
said after questioning Don­
dero about his heritage. 

Dondero thanked McGee 
for the books, and the vote 
of confidence. 

"I look forward to seeing 
you outside those (prison) 
gates when you come pick 
me up," Dondero said. 

He gave Dondero credit 
for 91 days in custody. 

Cristina Basagoitia, 30, 
of Gardnerville, who helped 

Basagoitia 

Rubio 
avoid 

.arrest by 
driving 
himfrom 
the crime 

· scene and 
lying about 
his where-

abouts, was sentenced 
Monday to three years 
probation. 

She pleaded guilty to· 
accessory to a robbery or 

. battery.causing substantial 
bodily harm. 

District Judge Michael 
Gibbons sentenced her to 
30 months in Nevada state 
prison, suspended, and 
placed her on probation. 

She must perform 50 
hours of community ser­
vice, maintain full-time 
employment, abstain from 
drugs, alcohol and intox­
icating substances, and 
undergo intensive outpa­
tient substance abuse treat­
ment. She must pay $226 
restitution. 

She is forbidden to have 
contact with Rubio - her 
former boyfriend - or 
Dondero. 

''You have a chance here 
to do exactly what you said 
you want to do," Gibbons 
said. "If you don't stick with 
it, you will go to prison." 

She faced up to five years 
in Nevada state prison and 
a $10,000 fine at sentenc­
ing Sept. 30. 

Basagoitia said she drove 
Rubio, and codefendant 
Dondero from the scene of 

an assault that took place 
. ·_late May 25 on Genoa Lane. 

The victim attended 
Basagoitia's sentep.cing, 
but declined to make a 

I 
statement. · · . ·,w 

Pros!;!cutor Tom Gregory 
said he agreed to the plea 

. bargain because there was 
no evidence Basagoitia was 
a principal in the robbery, 
and because she was forth­
coming in her statement to 
authorities . 

He said he had concerns 
about Basagoitia's criminal 
history. 

Gregory said he had 
hoped Basagoitia would do 

. more with her time after 
she was released from jail 
and prior to Monday to 
indicate how she would 

· perfo~ on probation. 
Basagoitia's attorney, 

Jamie Henry, said her client 
had obtained full-time em­
ployment for the first time 
in more than a year and 
had negative drug tests. 

She said Basagoitia was 
also attending 12-step pro­
grams regularly. 

"She knows what she did 
was wrong, but she didn't 
know exactly how wrong it 
was. She is trying to do the­
right thing," Henry said. 
"She wants to be clean and 

. sober. She is ready for it." 



Autumn weather is here, and fishing's great 
Hello fellow anglers! 
Just got back from a 1,200-mile 

trip up the coast and into Oregon 
to fish and enjoy family. Renee 
and I enjoyed all the rivers on the 
way. The Russian, Klamath, Eel, 
Illinois, Chetco, Smith and the 
Rogue, We caught a few fish and 
had a great time. 

While in Gold Beach, Ore., we 
received more than 2 inches of 
rain in one afternoon. We left 
on our trip in shorts and came 
home to winterizing the house 
and wearing a jacket. 

We are not the only state that 
has strange weather. The last 
night in Grants Pass, they had 
a snow advisory down to 5,000 
feet. So we high-tailed it over. 
the Siskiyou mountains before it 
snowed on us. 

We ended up that night in 
Mt. Shasta City, Calif., where we 
stayed at the Cold Creek Inn, 
located at the base of Mt. Shasta. 

I When we woke the next morn­
ing, Mt. Shasta was covered in 
snow, so we packed up and head­
ed home, where we enjoyed the 
last few days fishing with friends 
in our local area, In this report 
you will read of those areas: 

LAKE TAHOE: With the 
cooler temps, 'the fishing has 
picked up a bit for long lining 
rapalas. The best areas have 
been Camp Richardson to.and 
past the mouth of Em:erild Bay. 

Doug 
Busey 

. Mac-the­
Naw 

. Here you can pick up some nice 
rainbows, browns or mackinaws. 
Deep lining has been produc-
tive off the Tahoe Shelf on the 
northwest side. Anglers have 
been using flashers with a live 
minnow 12 inches behind. This 
weekend is the Fall Festival, 
formerly known as the Kokanee 
Festival. I still remember every 
year my mom and dad would 
take us kids to Taylor Creek to 
watch the salmon run up the 
stream. I highly recommend see­
ing this spectacular site. Taylor 
Creek is located on Highway 89 
about three-quarters of a mile 
north of Camp Richardson on 
the lake side of the highway. 
Here you will enjoy the stream 
profile chamber with a wood-
en walking path through the_ 
meadow and along Taylor Creek. 
I would recommend you leave 
the fishing poles at home for this 
great adventure, as the streams 
leading into Lake Tahoe closed . 
to all fishing on Sept. 30. But if 
you are in the fishing mood, call 
Blue .Ribbon Fishjng Charters at .. 
530'~54'4,J(3552;i'J ,l c.:. :. ; 

CAPLES LAKE: Water level is 
still dropping'as it does this time 
every year. The EID boat ramp 
is scheduled to be open until 
the first snow. The resort and 
general store will remain open 
until the end of October. The 
boat launch is closed but they 
have boat rentals available. Fish­
ing has been rated as good for 
shore and boat anglers. Scott Liu 
took a rental boat and trolled a 
Thompson spoon behind flashers 
and caught a 4,-pound rainbow. 
Nick Burruel was floating a night 
crawler near the spillway and 
caught a nice 2-pound rainbow. 
Dan Foley and his two boys, Seth 
and Caleb. were trolling pow­
erbait (mice trails) near Woods 
Creek and caught a ni~e string­
er ofrainbows up to 2 pounds; 
The cooler it gets the bettei· the 
fishing will become: November 
is one of the best months for 
big browns and mackinaws. For 
inore info, call Caples Lake _Re­
sort at 209-258-8888, 

WOODS LAKE: Fishing is 
slow, but a great place to spend · 
the day. There is camping near. 
the lake, and map'y hiking trails 
to.enjoy to other higher lakes in 
the area. . 

BLUE LAKES: The roads are 
still open to the area. Fi~hing 
has been fair for small rainbow 
trout. Salmop eggs or inflated . 

· :ri1ght crawlers have be~ri'niolt r:, 

productive. hooks. We all ventured up to 
BURNSIDE LAKE: The road shore fish the lake last Saturday 

was still open to the 11!-ke this and it looked like a tilted bowl 
week, however, beware of sudden of Cheerios. All the float tubers 
weather changes in this area. were on the east side of the lake. 
The gate may be open but weath- Not having our float tubes, we 
er can change the road driveabil- shore fished. The good warden 
ity quickly. recommended gold kastmaste1:s 

CARSON RIVER, east and or gold spinners. After walking 
west forks: The west was planted halfway around the lake with no, 
twice over the last two weeks and hits and IO: pounds of weeds, .we·· 
the east fork planted last week decided to leave aiid return an-. 
by the CDFG. The. west fork other day with flotation d_evises. 
water level is very low. Fish the TOPAZ LAKE: Closed to fish--
deeper sections and let no eddy ing on Sept. 30,-to open on Jj!,U<: 
be over looked, 3 inches of water 1, 2014. 
can hold some big fish. I like . UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER, 
to walk the Woodfords Canyon TROUT CREEK;TAYLOR .. , 
area. Fish away from the bridg- CREEK: All streams that lead 
es and you will find.some nice into Lake Tahoe closed to fishing 
trout. On the east fork, the water on Sept. 30, to open· on July 1, · 
levels are still flowing nicely. 2014. · 
Geary Ness from Minden, Renee If you ar~ an\ngler ot just an/"; 
and I fished the high section last outdoor enthusiast, yi:Ju ha:ve to' .· 
weekend. Geary could not stop get out to Alpine County hi see· · 
catching nice pan sized rainbows .the fall colors. Highway 88 from · 

. whi~e standing only feet from us. Woodfords to-Caples Lake or 
_Renee caught one 3-r>;ou_nd-i·ain- Highway 89 through Markleeville 
· bow and I caught: a 2.5~pourid · · µp and over Ebbetts or Monitor 
. rainbow. Chad at the ·carsoii passes. Always remember, where 
:Resort told me the fishing is ever you travel in the high countij~ 
'the best it has been all year. For be prepared for extreme weath-' 

· · more info call The Carson River . . er changes and make sufo to tell 
Resort at ,530-694-2229,. someone-where you are going and 

HEENAN LAKE: Open orily when you plan to return. If you 
Friday, Saturday and-Sundays have a question or a report in ouf''' 
through the last Sunday of this local area, call the Naw Line at 
month, .Catch and, release· arti- _ 77,5,-267-97'2,2. ,, . , . ,. 

· fidai iufes'6r fly with' barbles's'"''; !' ,,-: ·,r'Good fishirt51~n:dlffglit HH.lJ'i! , ·:inrn: 

R.~ Od. i.t,20\3 
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Par~;no~mt!ll·J;.i.~v~~!igators· 
roll 1ntoMarkleeV1lle · 
StaffReports 

On Saturday, North.em Nevada Ghost 
Hunters and.Afterworld Paranormal will 
be coming to Markleeville fo:i;- a real ghost 
investigation at the Alpine County Histori-
cal Complex. • .• . .. , . - -

IF YOU GO 
What: Paranormal inv~s1:1gation 
When: 8:30 p.m. Saturday· 

· \IVhere: Al pin~ County Historical 
Complex, Markleeville _ 
Info: (530) 694- 2317 

Fully equipped with cameras, meters, . - . someone doesn't like 'sos rock." 
recorders, and all the tools used byparanor- It's not just inside the museum where the 
mal investigators, they will.investigate the unexplained has happened. A contractor · 
museum, historic Webster School and the · working on the south exterior of the muse:-
jail. . - ; • , _ ··• • .· i . ·. - ! um heard voices, he went to tell them the 

Organizers claim several unexplained i . museum was closed. He could find no one. · 
events have happened ove~ the years in thJ This reportedly happened three times, . 
complex. · .· · ' North.em Nevada Ghost Hunters con-
.· '½. good sized statue of~ eagle that was: ducted a pre-investigation at the end of 

sitting on top of a bookshelf at closing was! August to get readings_ to compare agaµist . 
found the next morning on the floor.about what they may find on Saturday. They 
six feet away," organ#ers said "If the eagle! · picked up voices on the recorders in differ~ -
ha<:l sim:RlY fallen off the shelf it could not i erit locations in the jail, school house, and 
have rolled that-distance because of the out museum. 
stretched wings." . i "These are still being evaluated and will . 

Light tinkling of metal has also been·· be available for ticket holders on Saturday. 
heard from the antiqµework desk where These will b~played, plus camera footage 
Harry Hawkins repaired clocks. · . from the pre-investigation," organizers said -

Several workers after closing and locking "Plus, fi.1rri. footage from other investigations -
the front door have heard the buzzer that in Nevada and California." · 
sounds when sqmemte enters the museum. . Northern Nevada Ghost Hunters andAf-
Goingto the front door of the museum they : terworld Pru;anormal are n~nprofit groups 
find no one has •entered, they check the door, ' with a desire to understand the world of the 
againto make sure they locked it. The door paranormal All their service-are provided 
is always locked free of charge. · 

One worker reporj:ed the paper of th~ The investigation starts at 8:30 p.m. Tick-
guest register b~ing lifted up as if someone ets are $15 Rer person at the Markleeville 
was looking at the 'pages, wlien no one was museum. Guests need to dress warmly, and 
there. · ' · bring a flashlight. _ · 

. I 

"There must be a logical expl3.D:ation, an - A meet ~d greet with the Northern Ne-
open window, heater vent blowing arr;'. or- vada Ghost Hunters and Afterworld Para-
ganizers said. "No logical explanation could normal is 6~8 p.m. at the Alpine Hotel, Wolf 
be found, no operiwindow,no vent bl~wing Creek R~urant. Wolf Creek Restaurant 
air that was enough for her. She locked the . will offer a W percent off food items with 
doC>r,alarmed everything ~d went home," each parandrmal investigation ticket. 

Another incident in~olved a speaker on. ; . All pro~ benefit the Alpine County 
a shelf high on the wall found on the floor . . ' Historical Society. Tickets are limited, so 
broken. · 1

1 
· i •·· • ~lypurchlseisrecommended. - -

"They had b~en listening to '80s rock 'For tickets and information call the mu-
. the day before," organizers said "I guess se:um at (530) 694- 2317. 
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en artist 
Ill 

IS lays rk at arkle ville Li 
by Virginia York. to communicate emotional content is forest. I decided to ask, 'Why?' His 

reminiscent of Hopper. pattern has been to make money on 
Reno artist Erik Holland is cur- Holland studied at the Chicago art and blow it on political causes. In 

_r_ently_displaying 24 paintings at the Academy of Fine Art; the Art Students' - 1996, having just made $15,000 on 
Alpine County Library in Markleeville. League of New York and San Francis- painting murals, he ran for state legis-
His reception will be 11 a.m. - 5p.m. co Academy of Alts. He p1tints ev~ry ___ Jll,tm:_in Alaska, opposing clear cutting 
Satttfi:layintliimorary, as part oftlie-- day;nTs day jobs, which have ensured the boreal forest. In 2006 he ran for 
Open Studios event. The library will that he pays the rent, have always mayor of Reno, when Reno was trying 
be dosed on the Sunday of Open Stu- been secondary to his a1t. Currently he to annex Winnemucca Ranch to create 
dios but the exhibit will be open for teaches art part-time at Rain Shadow a community of 12,500 people, 10 _ 
viewing during library hours through- Charter Community High School. Art miles from where the pavement ends, 
out October. is his main source ofincome. just over the mountain fromPyra- _ · 

All the paintings are of California, At San Francisco Academy of Arts, mid Lake. He spent about three years 
about half of them landscapes of the Holland took a class on how to do an working on that issue. Although he 
Markleeville area. His book, "Outback oil painting in about two and a half was not elected in either case; Holland 
Cartoonist," is for sale at the library hours. He found that this style of notes that the boreal forest still stands 
for $10. I intended to give it a glance painting (alla priina) loosened him in interior Alaska and the "Pavement 
but was compelled to read it cover to up, and he decided to have a shot at Ends" sign still stands where it did in 
cover. · earning his living painting outside in 2006. · 

Holland, who was raised in Chicago, San Francisco (the plein air movement At the peak of his political cartoon-
recalls that his passion for painting was gaining in popularity). He enjoyed ist career in Nevada, Holland l!elf-syn-
goes back to when he was 10 years old, meeting people who stopped to watch · dicated to eight newspapers. He now 
lying under a Christmas tree looking him and buy his paintings. One of his has two accounts, "Nevada Rancher" . 
at a book of paintings by American customers was singer Rosemary Cloo- and "The Record~Courier" whose 
realist, Edward Hopper (1882-19q7). ney. Three years ago, Evelyn Yonker, editor, Kurt Hildebrand, finds Hol-
He thought, "I want to draw like that:' former owner of the Markleeville Art land's w0rk: "Entertaining, insightful 
Soon afterwards, he prevailed.upi:m Gallery, invited Holland to take part in and occastonally hilarious." In 2007 
his father to drive.through the rough the Markleeville Plein Air event. He's Holland won second place from the 
neighborhoods of Chicago, like Stony · been coming ever since. Nevada Press Association for his car-
Island Avenue, where the Black Pan- Holland recalls: "I sta1ted cartoon- toon work. 
thers hung out, instead of going on ing in Alaska ... ! sat in on forestry If you have questions on Holland's 
the freeway. In the exhibit, look for meetings ... that discussed 'how' we art·and for information on coirimis-
the old man on a bench; the ability were going to clear-cut the boreal sion work: erikreno@att.net. 'An October Snow in the Sierra' by Erik Holland 
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Staff Reports 
I 

A woman who thought ~he 
was being pulled over Hy a I 

law enforcement office~ was 
attacked by a man on Highway 
88 near Wood.fords Jurlction I 

on Monday night. I 
According to the Alpine 

County Sheriff's Office,lthe 
woman said she saw a ihite 
truck parked near the fimc­
tion. As she passed the ~ck 
westbound, it began to ]follow 
her into Wood.fords Canyon. 

· · She told deputies shci saw a · 
single red light shinin~ from 
the truck and pulled o~er 
thinking it was an officbr. 

·Aman wearing dark)cloth­
ing and a badge walked up to 
her vehicle and asked ~or her. 
information before orcl;ering 
her out of her vehicle. ! . 

As she exited the ve1¥cle, ]! 

the man grabbed her and •· 
threw her to the ground. She I 

managed to fend off t~e man,I 
get back into her vehicle and I 

escape. I ! 

The man was descriTued as i 

white with a stocky buiJ_d, 40-
50 years old, 6-feet 2 inch- : 
es tall, weighing aboutl 225 i 

. pounds, with dark hair and al 
bushy mustache. He r4ay ha~e 

' i 

sustained injuries in the fight. 
The pickup was a white die­

sel with aftermarket custom 
nrns. 

_Anyone with.informa-. 
· tion about this incident is 
asked to contact the Aipine 
County Sheriff's Office at · 
530-694:-2231. 

In other law enforcement 
news: 

11111111 Sheriff!s deputies are 
seeking help from the public 
in locating David Gomez,_31, 
who is wanted on a warrant 
for drug trafficking. 

Gomez was at the Douglas 
County Judicial &·Law En-

. forcement Building on Oct. 1, 
but left just before court. · 
· Senior Judge Charles Mc­
Gee issued a warrant later · · 
that day. 

A Secret Witness reward is_ 
being offered for information 
leading to Gomez' arrest. 

Anyone with informatio11, 
regarding this case is ask~d 
to call DCSO Investigations 
at 775-782-9905 or Doug­
las County Secret Witness i:i,t 
782-,7463. _ . 

1111 The Douglas County 
Sheriff's Office is investigat­
ing a pair of break-ins re- i 

ported Saturday that targeted 

lp~ne 
unlocked vehicles iri Chiches­
ter Estates. 

A resident of Chiches-
ter Drive reported her rear 
vehicle door was ajar early 
Saturday, and she notict!d her 
laptop, satellite radio.receiver 
and hands-free adapter were 
missing. 

She said the laptop was 
worth about $700, and she 

·. used it for work. The other 
items were worth about $110. 

A next-door neighbor re­
ported nothing was missing 
from his unlocked vehicle. 

A second Chichester Drive . 
resident said the dash was 
torn apart,. and the faceplate · 
of the receiver with a Blue­
tooth attachment was miss.:. , 
ing. He es!imated the loss at · 
$200. 

Sgt. Pat Brooks advised 
always leaving "Vehicles locked · 
to protect against thieves who 
might be targeting unsecured 
vehicles. 

"More than likely_there. 
were more, but other victims 
did not report it, or do not 

. realize that they are victims," 
: Brooks said. 

He recommended that any­
one. who may be a victim call 
DCSO dispatch at .782-5126. 
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Rememlering a friend, Dave Zelllller 
Hello fellow anglers; I would like to 

start out by telling f ou of~ friend of 
mine, David Zellmer, who passed away 

· on Sept. 16. j .• 

. I started writing yhi~ co~umn in 1992. 
I had my many sources of information 

I ' from local law enforcement to depart-

Doug 
Busey 
Mac-the-
Naw 

ments of fish and gbe in 1the two states 
that I wrote about. [The most influential Lake campground are on 48-hour notice. 
and most informative was Dave Zellmer They are only.accepting overnight camp-
from the Alpine Cobty Fish and Game ers for now. When, or if, they get the 
Commission. Davelkept qe_informed notification, they will shut down imme- · 
from fish plants to poncerps I could pass . diately. Indian Creek Campground has 
along to fellow anglers in regard to our closed as well as the launch ramp. You 
local lakes and streF. ! _ _ . can use the unimproved launch ramp OID?::: 

I was privileged to volunteer with him the other side of the Jake for small boats. 
at the kids fishing derby ~t Indian Creek An angler came in to see me at work' 
Reservoir, which hk has done for so many the other day. He told me his friends _ 
years. He has giveri so mlich of himself · were fishing from a boat at Frenchman's 
to help others in tlie Alpine County com- Reservoir when they were approached 
munity. Right nowlAlpintj County has a by individuals that told them they must 
large void in its heart. I know I have one get off of the lake because the camp-
in mine b~cause D~ve wJ a friend, and a ground and ramp were closing immedi--
fellow angler. We v\'ill mis~ you deeply. ately. Markleeville Campground has been 

On Oct.19, at 1 p.m., a :tnemorial and closed for a couple weeks due to the end 
celebration ofDav~'s life will be held at of the season. ff you plan on camping be-
the Woodfords Fir¢ Station on Highway fore the end of the year, I would suggest_ 
89. In lieu of fl(!wefs, do~ations mey be call ahead. Both the BLM and the U.S. · 
sent in David's nru:µe to theWoodfords Forest servic;e.offices are closed. Do not 
Volunteer Fire Dept Association, 60 rely on the web for information of clo- • 
Diamond Valley Ro.. Woodfords Cali£, sures as most have not been updated. 
96120. 

1 
' • . - There are many places in our local area 

On this day I will gladly hang up my that you can go to camp and fish. You ,. "" . 
pole to spend tim~with you. . . , ~ might want to leave the boat at home on -CJ; 

In other news in/ our fishing world, you, the next trip. • 
might want to chepk ahead of time before . . On a happi~r note, while volunteering 
you set out to camp or fish. Our govern- • last Saturday~h the Lowes Hero's proj-
ment shutdown.has come to impact even ect at Baily Pond, I met Art Garza from . 
the anglers. · I . · · Carson City. He was fishing Baily pond 

The Caples Lak~ and_ Silver Lake boat · and caught a nice 3.5-pound rainbow 
launches have beeh closed. The Caples trout.(and yes there are more in there). 
Resort launch is. oj)en to sinall aluminUill See you on the wate~s. Good Fishin' 
boats or kayaks/,.oods Greek and qaples · andJ;ight lines. 
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Markleeville hosts 
ghost walk on Saturday 

' ' 

Staff Reports 

If you are lookini for cheap thrills, 
join the Alpine County Historical Soci­
ety in Marl<leeville: on Saturday at 6:30 
and 7:30 p.m. for the Ghosts of the / 
Sierra Ghost Walk: 

Ticket holders ~ travel down Main 
and Montgomery streets meeting 
residents from Markleeville's past at 
hist~ric sites alopi the way. 

Simon Newman; store clerk and 
eventual store owner will tell the story 
about the!fire of 1867. , 

If you have an aversion to knives and 
· cleavers, you might want to cover your 
ears when butcher M. Peltier tells his 
grue~oine tale. 
. Every mining itown had working girls 

andMar],<leeville had its share. . . 
"Ple~e/do.no,fall for.the cheap drinks 

scam, you will on1yget a glass ofair, re­
.member she is a ghost," organizers said. 

Guests might come across Judge N.D. 
Arnot, a lawyer who ·came to Silver 
Mountai:n to oversee the construction of 
a stamp mill for I:.e~s Chalmers. Arnot 
practiced law in Silver Mountain mar­
ried his wife and moved to Markleeville. 

''We bet the judge has a few stories to 
tell about the good old days," organiz­
ers said. 

Meet newspaper man Robert Folg­
er, proprietor of the Chronicle which 
was the first newspaper on the east:::._ 
·e:rn, slope of the Sierra. If guests are ' 
lucky and.he is not fishing, they might 

. meet Judge Price, the superior court 
judge famous for his water rights de­
cisions and re-doing the town map of 
Markleeville. · 
· The focus of the Ghosts of the Sierra 
Ghost Walk is the history of the town, 
its buildings and people, but who 
knows who and what guests will en­
counter along the way. 

All proceeds from the ghost walk will 
benefit the Alpine County Historical 
Society. ' 

Organizers recommend to dress 
· warmly withihat, coat, gloves, and bring 

a flashlight. 1 

· Tickets are $5 per person and can 
be purchased at the museum, or 6 p.m. 
on the night of the tour at the corner of 
Main and Montgomery streets. 

For information and tickets call 
530-694-,2317. 
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, CARSON WATER SUBCONSERVANCY PHOTO 

Upper Lost Lake;, with a view of th~ Pacific Coast Trail. 
' . . 

Dam fees drain subconservancy 
by Karen Dustman the Carson River Water- community meeting in-

shed, keeping the water ill eluded transferring all or a 
When the Carson Water the lakes for recreational portion of the Lost Lakes 

Subconservancypurchased purposes during the sum- water rights to downstream 
the Lost Lakes water rights mer, and releasing it from · operators, or selling the 
in 2001, they hoped to re-- the dams in the late fall water rights to anq:ther 
main good stewards of its each year. This release helps agency like California Fish 
219-acre-feet for decades to to maintain flow m the West & Wildlife, While such 
come. But that was before Fork of the Carson River transfers would save costs 
cash-strapped California when natural runoff is at for the subconservancy, they 
quadrupled its dam safety · its lowest. That benefits not would also halt the cl.i.rrent 
inspection fees. Subconser- only fish and wildlife bqt benefit to the wa!ers of the 
vancy ~neral ~anager Ed fishermen and recreational West Fork. 
James shared that bad news users of the river as well. For community members 

' I , , ' 

at.the meeting, however, at a community meeting in The annual Lo.st Lakes 
Alpine County last month. water release is "essential to it was the possibility of a 
Over a four-year period, the West Fork of the Carson legislative solution that I 

Californ,ia's mandatory dam River," safrlJudyWickwir~. · sounded most promising. I 

inspection fees have jumped am.ember ofFriends of ; If the California legislature I 

from $1,192 in 2003 to · Hope Valley and Alpine Wa- . could be persuaded to lower_ 
over $5,ooo for the p~ of tershed Group. "Without it, inspection fees for dams · 
small dams at Lost Lakes. we'll be in a lot of b;ouble I which provide environmen-
And that's a heavy hitfor a here in N,pine County, bo~ - tal benefits, the subcon-
government group like the economically and resto- 1 servancy collld continue to 
Subconservancy. •' .• " ! fund the Lost Lakes dam ration-wise. But at present, 

"We spent $330,000 to California does not offer operation - and its fall ad-
acquire the water rights,· a reduced fee for environ-I dition to the West Fork wa-
and have already spent mental dam operators: ters of the Carson. Both the 
another $116,000 since ''Unfortunately, we don't subconservancy's board and 
wf!ve owned them," noted qualify for the farming and the Alpine County Board of 
James. And while that total small business eJ?,tity ex- 1 Supervisors may be asked 

' has included costs to corr~ct emptions," obseryed Jame;,: to weigh in soon. And after 
the license arid perform "These state inspection fees that, the rest of the story 
work on the dams, rising in- help fund lots of programs, wouldb~uptoCalifornia 
spection fees are becoming but they're programs that lawmakers. 
increasingly di:ffic;ult for the we don't use." Will Lost Lakes' water 
subconservancytpsupport. So, how can the subcon--: keep flowing, or will rising 
The subconserva.i;i.cy uses its servancy cope? Options fees be too much to swal-
Lost Lakes water to benefit presented at the recent low? Stay tuned. 
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Woman recants ! . . 

fake,police officer · 
attack story -
by Kurt Hildebrand , 
khildebrand@recordcouri,er.com 

A woman who claimed to have 
been pulled over by a man pretend- · 
ing to be a law enf~rcemen! officer 
retracted her story, '.Alpine County 
Undersheri:ff Rob Levy said Satur- · 
day night. . 

"The victim changed her story;' 
Levy said. "She wruin't attacked in 
Alpine County and there was no one 
posing as a law enforcement officer:' 

The woman was severely beaten, 
· and _thatinvestigation is still on­
going, Levy said. He didn't release 
any details about what she said did .· 
happen. 

"We've been getting calls and we . 
want to assure women that they 
are safer than they've been led to 
believe," he said. 

The woman was the subject of a 
Facebook post on Tuesday detailing 
the attack-that allegedly occup:ed 
Monday night. Alpine County in­
vestigators interviewed her and she_ 
allegedly told them that a man in a• 
white pickup shined a red light at ' 
her vehicle and she pulled over. 
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A Ilew superintendent of 

schools for Alpine County 
By Virginia York 

Physically fit and energetic may well 
be the descriptors that spring to mind 
on fust meeting our new superintendent 
of schools, Dr. Patrick Traynor. Traynor. 
makes healthy living a high priority in 
his life. He received his bachelor ·of sci­
ence degree in nutritional science (and 
entomology) His diet is mostly vegetar-. 
ian with occasional fish, some of which 
he catches on his annual fishing trip. He 
commends Diamond Valley School for 
serving generous portions of fruits and 
vegetables at the salad bar at lunch and 

. at the after school program. 
His chief interests include: education, 

skiing, backpacking, hiking, camping, 
tennis, ping-pong, bicycling and playing 
the trumpet. When living in Sacramento 
and Irvine, bicycling was his main mode 
of transportation within the cities. Now, . 
living on River Ranch Road and working 
in Diamond Valley, he has his shortest 
commute inIO years and looks forward to 
cycling to work: · 

Traynor, born in Bakersfield, Cali£, 
took vacations in Tahoe from the .age of 
IO and became an avid skier. When he 
was irt his teens his parents bought a 
cabin in South Lake Tahoe. He eventu­
ally became a certified ski coach. He has 
two s·ons;Patrick, 19, a sophomore at the 
University of California, San Diego, and 

Christopher, 17, a senior in high school; 
both boys have been skiing since age 2, 
and their father took them both through 
ski team from age 4. Traynor introduced 
his sons to camping and backpacking; the 
older one is now an Eagle Scout and the 
y01mger one soon will be. 

Since his childhood Traynor has been 
· playing the trumpet which he prac;:tices 
daily: He participates in open mic blues 
jam sessions in Reno and Carson Valley. 
His son, Christopher, shares this passion 
for music; he is the drum major (student 
conductor) of his high school·band.Tray-

. nor acknowledges the importance of mu­
sic in the school curriculum and wo.uld 
welcome the return of a music program 
to Diamond Valley School. He says that 
this i's being discussed by the leadership 
team. Here's hoping. 

Traynor has masters degrees in com­
puter education and educational ad­
ministration and.a PhD in educational 
administration. He wrote his doctoral 
dissertation on classroom management. 
He is a published author and has had 
articles on dassro~m management pub­
lished in various educational journals. 

Traynor's experience in the field of _ 
education includes: high school science 
teacher, teaching vice principal, assistant 
principal of'a middle school, elementa-
ry schoql pijncipal, director of English 
learners, director of assessment and · 

I 
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Dr. Patrick Traynor is the new superint~n­
dant of schools for Alpine County. 

evaluation, assistant superintendent of 
· stude~t accountability and assessment, 
and director of state assessment. 

As the superintendent of schools, Tray­
nor o:versees The Alpine County Unified 
School District which consists of: Alpine 
County Office of Education, Diamond 
Valley Pre-School, Diamond Valley Ele­
mentary School (K-8), Community Day 
High School, opportunity school and 
after school program. · 

Since the Kirkwood school closed, stu­
dents (one,this year) come to Diamond 
Valley School, and since the Bear Valley 
School closed, the six students attend 
school in. Calaveras County. 
· Prior to joining our school district, 
Traynor's most recent position was di­
rector of assessment development and 
administration for the California De­
partment of Education in Sacramento, 
which involved, partly, the development 

of tests for grades K-12. 
: In defense of testing, Traynor notes 

that tests have evolved and are no longer 
the multiple choice variety considered by 
many to be mindless. • .. , 

He asserts that tests currently in use, 
taken on computers, elicit the same 
quality of thinking elicited in a class­
room by a challenging teacher. 

The modern technology requires 
students to use creativity in solving 
problems .. 

For example, students may be as~ed to 
draw a line across the screen to demon­
strate their knowledge of graphs, to drag 
items across the screen in answering 
math problems, and.to type in an-• 
swers to questions.regarding a reading 
passage. 

He explains how automated scoring-- .. 
handles these ans_wers; perhaps a hun­
dred tests are graded by humans to set 
the parameters. 

He assures us that there is a high 
degree ofreliability in the scoring. He 
is quick to point out that testing is only 
one way of evaluating students and ac­
knowledges that the stress that tests can · 
produce is detrimental to performance. 
Testing, he say.s, helps to evaluate in­
struction by highlighting areas which 
need improvement. 

Traynor affirms that we have a natural 
motivation to improve, that education, 
formal and informal, is happening for 
the whole of one's life, and that a nurtur­
ing environment fosters creativity. 

Traynor has always wanted to be a 
superintendent; and is delighted to . 
have this position in his beloved Sierra 
Nevada. 

He finds the school district staff, in 
all departments, positive and support­
ive and the. school board pleasant and 
cohesive. · i · 

"I am just so happy to be here," Tray-, 
nors said. 
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El Dorado 
investigating 
beating case 
Staff Reports 

A woman who was 
severely beaten and ·.: 
originally claimed 
to have been in­
jured by a man who 
pulled her over in Beating 
Woodfords Canyon; suspect 
now says the assault 
occurred near Meye.rs, or in in South 
Lake Tahoe. The El Dorado County 
Sheriff's Office is investigating the 
attack. They say the original account 
may have been due in part to the 
injuries the victim suffered. 

The suspect is described as. a white 
male adult, late 40s to 55 years of 

·.age, 6 feet, 1-2 inches tall, with a 
stocky build. Unknown hair color, 
shaggy nioustache, brown with some 
silver coloring. Facial skin has deep 
pores, pitted, with reddish hue. The 
Lake Tahoe Secret Witness program 
has authorized a $500 reward for in­
formati~n leadiIIg to the arrest of the 
suspect. Call'Detective Paul Kuhn at 
530-573-3022, or Se.cret Witness at 
530-541-6800 with information. 



REMEMBE.RWHEN? 
. ' . 

Bear caught in 
Hopeyall~y 
120 YEARS AGO 
October 27, 1893 
. A.half-grown cinnamon bear was.captured · 

in Hope Valley this week and brought down to 
Woodfords, where it is in the keeping of Wm. 
Merrill. He is especially pleased with the fishpond 
in Merrill's lawn and apparently is contented with I , 
his new quarters. . · , • _. 

I 
I • 



Et.tly Learning . 
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by Karen Dustman 
R-C Alpine Bureau 

If~ another busy day for teachers Tracy 
Ikemire and Amanda Graft at Alpine 
County's Early Learning Center. On the 
agenda for their preschool class today: 
baking muffins in the morning, followed 
by painting in the afternoon. And don't 
forget the opening.circle song and chores 
like folding laundry., . 

Nestled among the pine trees near the 
Diamond Valley Elementary School, the 
tiny Alpine prescho.ol serves children 3-6 
years old, five days a week. In addition to 
the school's spacious classroom, students 
enjoy an enclosed outdoor play area. The 
product of arecent nature walk hangs 
over a classroom table: a whimsical·as­
sortment ofleaves, sticks, and feathers, 
fashioned creatively into a mobile. 

"I've tried to combine my Waldorf 
teaching experience with my public · 
school experience iri early chiidhood edu­
cation," says Ikemire. That translates into 
a practical approach that uses context 
to help teach ideas. So wµen the story of 
'Goldilocks and the Three Bears' was read 

' ;i.,loud, students did niore than just listen: 
they also dressed up as the storybook 
characters and got to taste a real bowl of 
porridge. 

Even preschool meals become an 
opportuniti to teach social skills. "One 
dad recently told me, 'I can't believe my 
3-year-old has learned such beautiful 
t~ble manners,"' Ikemire notes. ''.As a par­
ent, you don't always have time to teach 
that. But here, there's no rush. Meals are 

Tracy Ikemire waits for the children to arrive at the Early Learning Center in the morning. 

a nice time to just sit and talk." · 
And for traditional playtime activities 

like painting and crafts, the emphasis is 
simply ~n exploration and enjoyment. . 
"We let them be kids;' says Ikemire. "It's 
okay to make a mess. It's okay if some­
thing doesn't wo;:k. We have patience, we 
have time." 

Currently in its eighth year, the Alpine 

ELC program has paid noticeable divi­
dends for the chiWren it has served. 

"Our elementary school has noticed 
a big difference in their kindergarten 
population," says Ikemire. "When our 
kid.s arrive, they've learned not only their 
numbers and letters,·but also a lot about 
social roles and cues. So they're ready 

· to start absorbing information in the 

classroom." 
With just four students currently en­

rolled, Ikemire hopes the Alpine pre­
school will continue to grow as more 
parents hear about the program. Families 
who either live or work in CaHfornia may 
be eligible for free or reduced tuition. 

"We'd love to welcome students from 
Gardnerville or Tahoe families as well as 

' g 
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Alpine County," notes Ikemire. "Maybe 
the parents are working, or they're just 
looking for something a little different in 
a preschool. We're small, and offer more 
of a home-like environment. 'i,Ve have the 
time and patience to meet the needs of 
young children a little differently." 

For more information, or to take a tour 
call Ikemire at (530) 694-2230 x 285. 



Aut 
C n 

n fi 
itions 

Ill 

1ng 
re ideal 

Hello, fellow anglers. I've got to tell 
you, I love this time of year. Cool crisp 
-nornings and nice afternoons is a per­
fect recipe for fishing. 

Last week, Renee and l invited Geary 
and Deanna Ness to camp with us 
on the east fork of the Carson River. 
We packed all the coveralls and the 
long johns, ready for a cold four days 
of camping and fishing. We stayed at 
the Carson River Resort RV park. We 
had all the comforts of home, as the 
resort has full hook ups there. We even 
watched John Wayne movies after a 
nice evening around a camp fire. 

Each morning we got up early to find 
new fishing holes. We had our best luck 
2 to 7 miles up river. Over four days we 
caught approximately 60 rainbow and 
cutthroat trout ranging from 12 inches 
to a few pounds. we· even kept enough 
to have a "Naw-B-que" one day and a 
few to take home. We released the rest 
•to catch another day. 

We met a wide variety of campers, 
. some fished and some just enjoyed· 
the great outdoors. I met 15-year-old 
Tristen Whitaker and his grandfather, 
Brian Sherwood, from Stockton, Calif. 
One morning as we were leaving to go 
fishing, they were just coming back 
from a successful hunting trip. Tris­
ten had got his first buck deer, a nice 

· 3x4 he had shot at 65 yards while in a 
standing position. · 
· As a note, the Carson River Re­

·sort is open all year for cabin rentals: 
They have a full-service RV park and 
a campground right on the river. They 
have a general store for all the food and 
fishing items you may have forgotten to 
bring. The campground ancl RV park 
does close during winter season, but 
fishing season is open until Nov. 15. For 
moreinfor.mation, call the Carson River 
Resort at 530-694-2229. You still have 
time. to get one last camp trip or two. 

Other waters in our area are also fish­
ing well: 

Doug 
Busey 
Mac-the­
Naw 

as of last Wednesday. The campground 
is closed for the season. Use caution · 
when you venture back in this area this 
time of year. The weather. can change 

. on you very quickly. Also in this area is 
Tamarack Lake, Upper and Lower Sun­
set lakes. Salmon eggs or small spin­
ners are most productive. 

UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER, TROUT 
CREEK AND TAYLOR CREEK: Closed'-, 
to all fishing for the season. Will re­
open July 1 2014. 

CARSON RIVERS ALPINE COUN­
TY: Both rivers have been planted by 
the CDFG and the Alpine County Fish 
Commission on Oct. 13. Salmon eggs 
or yellow power bait was the most pro­
ductive. If you are a fly angler, I had the 
most fun throwing an elk hair Caddis 
or an Adams fly. Both w~re ti,ed by 
Bruno Huff from Alpine County. If you 
are not an angler,but enjoy the most 
fantastic fall colors, you have to take a 
trip up Highway 89 or Highway 88 to 
believe a tree can. turn that color of red 
and yellow gold. 

. INDIAN CREEK RESERVOIR:.The 
water level has dropped a little. I talked 
with Chelsey Kendall last week after 
she took her family up to enjoy a nice 

· day of fishing. They were fishing with 
· power bait near the dam and caught 
a few nice rainbow trout. Small boats 
can be launched on the unimproved 
ramp on the east side of_the lake. Boat­
ers and tubers reported good fishing 
throwing Thomas Bouyant spoons. The 
campground and boat launch on the 
east side of the lake are closed for the 
season. · 
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LAKE TAHOE: Mackinaw action 
is still doing good ranging from 2 
to 6 pounds, with a few 1n the 7:. to 
·15-pound range. Anglers have been 
fishing 150 to 200 feet of water with 

1 a dodger and a live minnow 12 inch-· 
es behind it. Bets areas have still been 
the Tahoe City shelf and Dollar Point. 
Topliners have been doing good for 
small rainbowtr_out IO to 16 inches. 
They have using a Seps Side kick in a 
watermelon pattern followed by half of 
a night crawler. Best areas have been 
Eagle Point, Sand Harbor and Logan 
Shoals area. For more information, 
call Blue Ribbon Fishing Charters at 
530-544-6552. . 

CAPLES LA.KE: Water levels are 1, 
I 

down, the EID boat ramp is closed. ! 
The Caples Lake ramp is open for small 
boats to launch on their dirt ramp. i 

Rental boats are still available through! 
. I 

Oct. 27 and the store is open from 8 ' 
to 5 every day. Nick Burruel caught a . 
2-pound rainbow from the shore while; 
JeffBovero caught his limit fishing 
off the dam area. This time of year is 
good for browns and ma~kinaws. For 
more info call Caples Lake Resort at 
209-258-8888. 

RED LAKE: A couple anglers have 
reported fair fishing for brookies 
and rainbows off the dam.They were 
throwing Kastmaste_r lures or salmon 
eggs. 
, BLUE LAKFr The road is still, open 

WOLF CREEK AND SILVER 
CREEK: Located on Highway 4 past 
Markleeville. Anglers have done fair 
for small rainbow trout. They had to do 
a little walking.to find where the fish 
were holding. Best areas were .in the· 
faster waters and not the slow moving 
pools. 

TOPAZ LA.KE: Closed~to fishing until 
Jan. 12014. To those people fishing on 
the California side off of Highway 395 -
last week, you need to r~ad your regu­
lations more closely. That is a hefty fine 

. and you could lose your fishing priv­
ileges. As oflast Wednesday the lake 
has received more:than 10,000 pounds 
of rainbowJrout from The Nevada De­
partment of Fish and Game. And they 
plan to put more in before opening day. 

HEENAN LA.KE: Located on top of 
monitor pass on Highway 89. This is 
the last weekend_it will be .open to fish 
until next year. Open Friday through 
Sunday ~atch and release only. You,__ can 
· only use artificial lures or fly with barb­
less hooks. 

NDOW PLANTS: Last couple weeks. 
Baily Pond, Mitches Pond and Hinkson 
Slough. . 

CDFG PLANTS: Last couple weeks 
has been East and West Carson River 
forks in Alpine County. · ' 

Good luck on your _next fishing ad­
.venture. If you have a question in our 
local fishing,world call the Naw Line at 
775-267-9722. Good Fishin and tight 
lines. ' 
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A Successful, Rainy 14th Annual Markleeville Creek Day 
By Sarah Green, Alpine Watershed Group 

The 14th Annual Markleeville Creek Day was held on Saturday, September 21. A total of 33 volunteers 
participated in five different stream cleanup and restoration projects throughout the Upper Carson River 

watershed. 

Three rained-soaked hours of hard work 

resulted in the following accomplishments: 

• 60 feet of stream bank stabilized, 
• 20 feet of stream channel reinforced, 
• 150 willow stakes planted, 
• 25 Aspen trees protected, 
• 400 pounds of invasive weeds eradicated, and 
• 200 pounds of garbage removed. 

Many thanks go out to ail of the volunteers who 
participated. We also want to thank the local 
partners that led projects and activities for the 
event - Alpine/Upper Carson Weed Management 
Association, Friends of Hope Valley and the Volunteers stabilizing the river bank on the Carson River in Hope Valley. ! 

California State Parks. 

This event was made possible with funding and support from the Alpine County Chamber of Commerce, 
California Department of Conservation, Carson Water Subconservancy District, and the Sierra Nevada 

Conservancy. 
We appreciate all of the community support and involvement 

which helped make Marldeeville Creek Day 2013 a huge success! 
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OURTAKE 

Grousing 
·about the 

I 

grouse ,i 

The listing of the bistate sage 
grouse as.endangered may not bode 
well for ef{orts to keep the greater 
sage grouse from being listed despite . : 
what the U.S. Fish &.Wtldlife Service.: 
says. . I 

There are about 5,ooo bistate 
grouse living along the Nevada-Cali-· 
foi;niit border. 

'fhe specific species has been sep­
arated from its breathren for about 
10;000 y~ars, ~hen Nevada~ a 
much wetterplace .. 

So we get that it's a separate spe­
cies, and:it. makes sense that the few­
er:memb~:rs of that speci~•there are,·· 
the greater the danger of extinction. 

· Nevada has been working to try 
and prevent a listing for the sage 
grouse for a long time. 

Ranchers, miners, and federal 
representatives of the Forest Service, 

'I 
I 

BLM and Fish & Wtldlife actually , 
· C¥Ueto a conclusion that would hav°e ; . 
a~oided a listing, on.1y to have the en- '· 
tire effort torpedoed in federal court. , 

;With'the.process starting all over 
again, vve'll just have to see if the · 
c9urts·agree that the species are:. c: 
"¥ different as ants .3I!d elephants," 

. for the purposes of the 1aw,· as ex­
p1ained by a: I1ish.& Wtldlife Service 
spokesman. ' .• '· ' . . . . 

The listing could require addition-: 
al hoops f'oi: ranchers and miners to 
nop through, despite the additional 
flexibility btrllt into this particular 
listing. 

/ No one wants to see the sage . 
grouse go away, but ranching is 
also an endangered activity in this 

I ' . country. · · . · . 
; We believe efforts that brought 

rangers and miners together with 
state officials and experts to find the 
best plan to preserve the grouse and 
Jonduct business were a far better 

· means of protecting both species. 

I 
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Noveniberilecture f eatur(}s. 
Silvei" Motinlain City ·' 

If you have lived he~ 
for any length· of~e, you 
lmowtbat in Nevada it 
can snow any month of 

· the year. LastMondaywe 
woke upto snowcqvering 
trees which hadn't lost all 

1 
their leaves yet 

Ellen·_ 
Caywood 
Main Street 

· Moments 

Snow or no snow, our · . Constitution Convention 
next event is·our His-· · in 1863:and sezyed several 

· torical Lecture on Nov. · , terms $ a State Senator 
14. Karen ~:will • from Douglas Counfy. The 
speak on the history of . Hames'$ home located just 
Silver Mountain Cify. Join· · ' outsid~the town limits of 
us for the 7p.m. lecture. Genoa has a bit of its own 
Doors will open arolind 6. I bistory,involvingmovies 
and our bookstore will be ·' and television.: 
operiforyourbrowsing • 1 Ibroughoutthemonth 
and shopping. Admission ofDeai~ our.Main 
is free for DCHS mem- Street Bookstore will offer 
hers, $3 for non-mem- a 20 percent discount off 
hers.And DCHS mem- · - all regularly priced items. · 
hers always get a discount Plus, there will be a special 
in the bookstore. bookstore sale on Dec. 12 

Our December His~ after the historical lecture. 
torical Lecture will be on: . Bookstore hours are 10 
Dec.12. Laurie Hid<ey · _ a.m. to:4 p.m. Monday 
will speak about James . through Saturday. 
Wallace Hain~ who was : We have spoken with 
:a prominent ~ih the the chafrwoman for this 
'bistoryofboth ~?r:- year's Galle:cy: ofTrees and 
nia and Nevada. Born in she sa~ we need more 
Canada, by 1861, he had trees. "'\'Ye have several 

,.a butchershop in Carson groups signed up, but we 
. · Cify, had purchased Moses want more. If you would 
.Job'sranchatthe base of like to bea partofour 
.Job'sPeak.Heiias~del- HolidayGalaandshow · 
egate to the Neyarla State off your tree decorating 

taients, please~ to 
request your application. 
The deadline for appli­
cations is 3 p:m. Nov. 28, 
with no entry fee required. 
Trees may bes~ up 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m; between 

. Nov. 30 and Dec. 6. Public 
viewing and voting on 
the trees will take place 

•I 
Dec. 7-31. For qµestions 
orto receive an applica-

• . I 

tiQ.D, stop byth~ Carson 
VaJI:ey Museum~ Cultural 
~nter. i 

All momes donated to 
DCHS are lOOpercent 
tax deductible apd go to ·. 
keep our doors <?pen. The 
Douglas County, Historical · , 
. Society receives ;only occa-
. sional financial assistance • 

I . 
from our counfy" and state · 
governments. vy-e·are· 
here solely to preserve the 
history of this w;onderful 
valley and to make sure 
you have the opportunity·. 
to enjoy it If you have any 
questions about anything 

· mention~ he:i;e, please 
call the Douglas Coun-
1y Histo~cal Socie1y at 
182-2555 . 

Cont:actEllen Caywood 
. lJyemau<JZin2my2cats@ 
yalwo.c<im. · 
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A[pili~ifilie: Safe Courlci} 
! : • I , . ,, ; i_ : ·•· • ' . ,/ ' ! 

IJ'oster}qoritest winne10s : ,:_ 
· · I · · · · • 1: , 

I . 

by Joye~ DeVore 
R-C Alpine B!Jreau · 

I 
. - . '!'·,1' :..· ' ' 

T4e Run fire showe~edAlpine with 1

: · 

. heavy ash for weeks: a!reminder of the .I 

da:n1;age 'Yi}dfires crea,e. Our local Fire i .. 
Safe Council works to educate the public 
' ' . ' Ii I ' . I' 

a}?out wildfires. , i i i . I: 
One way they do th<l,tis.byholdi.ng an 

annual poster contest 'at Diamond Valley 
School The contest is '.c~sponsored byl 
Cal Fire and FireWISe; which,:operates! - .. 
under the U.S. Forest Service. . i i .. ; 

. Initially, Council M~µiber Shirl~ Tay-. 
lor coordinated with tk-e Alp~e P~en~. 
Club andschool representat;i.ve Da,wn : · 
Riddle, to set a the:in~ for the project .. / 

This year's theme is/Big fire~ Start •. 
Small" · · . 

• - • I ·' : 

Since the Rim::fire smoke and ash i · . 
directly affected jthe scho~lchildren, 
the older grades :~ere scheduled to add 
research' elementsibefore starting the. i · , , 

' , .... , . I , 
po~ers. ;posters were completed at school. , : 
and sent to the fire Safe Council for ; 
judging. Fire Safe :eouhcil Coordinator. 
Kris Hartnetta.rinounced the winners I . 
at an assemblyo11!0ctJ 18 at.J;)iainondi 
Valley Scho(!l. i i . I , •.. ' . 1 . i 

. Wmriers of the contbst received certif.:. 
. icates for pu:i-chasing ~ooks and educi- . 
tional gam~s atWe school's bookfair.pn•••· 
Tuesday, winners F1 ~e rec9gnized by· . 

. AlpineSupervis'o~s in )Marklee~e. Par- .. 
en.ts are.encour~gep.t9 attend, .. ; ·· · I .· ·· 

_CONTEST WINNERS 
· Kinderga·rten . ·· 
• Jst: -Aubrie Washam 

·. 2nd: Raelynn Horse_ 
3rd: Tanner Galvez 

1st Grade: 
1st: · Laura Klingler •.. 
2nd: Callen Broadhurst 

. 3rd:. Camryn Mclelland 

2nd Grade:· 
1st: lsaacJohif·, 
2nd: . Eli Sargent 

. 3rd: Allen Baker 

3rd Grade: 
· 1st: Emma Klingler 
·2nd:_ Logan Aros · 
3rd: Patrick Riegel 

4th Grade: 
1st: Antonia Burtt 
2nd: Alyssa Mortimer 
3rd: Nikoy~h Leggett 

5th-8th Grade: 
1st: Courtney Brothers 

1 

2nd: Crystal Bennett . 1 : 

3rd: Morgana~le-Fae Veatch 

. The program, which offered free 
curbside chipping of dowriedifuE!ls, ~ 
successful this year. The coupcil also• i • 

awarded two scholarships Ito firefighters; , 
for completion of the :fire academy: Ma~ i 
son Jackson and Drew~Hught:~ were the/ 
recipients. · · •.. . . · · . ·; : . •·· .· I The Fire Safe Council is also· sponsor­

ing a.biannual defensible sp~e dean~lip . 
prograµi, ~ch~ a b~om~pile locatect 
at i['~l~ Rock Park l)here fa .no charge.•·· 
to ;!esidents\)r 1>¥1~ss ownets0to bripg 
p~e ne~dles and p.owp.ed fuel to the._;· 

The Fire Safe Counc;Hmef~gs
1 
are · 

1 

helc\ 6 p.m: the lastMonday:~f~ach ;· . 
month, atei~eJ:the~arkl~epne an4 _'~) -. 

1 Woodfords.Frre Station. For inform:atiorl 

aoove location. i . ! • ·. . .· ,: . 
' ' : I 

' ' .. ' ' ... , ,-. ·.·;1 .,. ,, ',[ 

contact Hartnett at (s3o)694:-1110. , I: . . ' . . ,I'. 
" !' 



Novembetlecture 
· features Silver 
Mountain City 
Staff Reports 

Karen and Rick Dustman will speak at 
the Douglas Gounty:Historical Society's 
Nov. 14 lecture. 

Their topic is Silver Mountain City. 
Todayjust a "ghost ofa ghost town," 

Silver Mountain once was home to thou­
sands of eager silver miners. 

But until recently, much of Silver Moun­
tain's history remained an undiscovered 
treasure. 

Local historians, the Dustmans were 
captivated by Silver Mountain Citymoi;e 
than a decade ago. · 

"Silver Mountain was the reason Alpine -
County itself was fonned. But when we 
first began researching, there was very 
little written'about this special mining 
settlement," said Karen. "I began to pore 
through the old newspapers, and it was as 
if an entire town sprang to life." 

· Following years of careful research, 
the Dustqians published a history of this 
Comstock-era mining boomtown in their 
book, "Silver Mountain City: Ghost of the 
Sierra."· 

The Dustin.ans conduct free walk-
ing tours of~e site every fall, and e~joy 
sharing tales of this long-lost mining town 
with audiences in California and Nevada. · 

Toe lecture starts at 7 p.m. at the Car­
son Valley Museum and Cultural Cen­
ter located at 1477 Highway 395 N. in 
Gardnerville. . _ 

Admissio* is $3, or free to members of • 
the histori~ society. . 

For more information, call 782-2555. 

Rec..oc-d:- Gou., ie, 
No\/. lo., JlO 13 

; , · . · SPECIAL TOTHER-C 

Karen ~nd Rick Dustman will discuss 
· Silver Mountain City.on Nov. 14 for 

-_ the Douglas County Historical Society_ · 
· · lectlireseries: . . . ' - . - -' --- , . - . -
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. State, fedS . . . 

··announce burn1pl~ns 
Staff Reports 

Nearly 300 acres on state and 
U.S. Forest Service land will see 
prescribed burns in the moun- 1 

tains around Carson Valley · · . 
during November. 

The Nevada Division of Forest­
ry will be conducting prescribed 
burns in North Canyon, near· 
Spooner Lake, in the Lake Tahoe 
Nevada State Park backcountry 
throughout the month, weather 
permitting, state officials said 
Tuesday. 

Signs will be posted through­
out the area when burns are be-; 
ing conducted. Nearly 150 acres 
will be treated_ in :five sep~te 
treatment units. 

Weather patterns will be mon­
itored for smoke management 
prior to and during burns. The · 
timing of the burns depends on 
optimum weather conditions and 
steps will be made to minimize 
the impact on park visitors. , 

Three project areas n~ Car-i 
son Valley have been scheduled'. 
for pile burning on the Carson ' 
Ranger District of the Hum­
boldt-Toiyabe National. 

Burn areas include 88 acres 
near the old Clear Creek High-, 
way and Spooner Summit, 40 · 
acres near Markleeville and 10 
acres behind Jobs Peak Estates. 
· "Pile burning is an efficient way 

of removing woody debris and 
forest litter, while providing eco­
system benefits, and reducing the 
risk of catastrophic wildfire and 
risk to :firefighters in the event of 
a large-scale fire," said Steve How­
ell, Carson Ranger District fuels 

· DYLAN SILVER/TAHOE DAILY TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO 

A firefighter tends to a prescribed fire near Kingsbury Grade in December 2011. 

specialist. "Benefits of these burns 
will also improve forest health and 
wildlife habitat." 

Frre personnel are currently 
monitoring weather conditions to 
identify optimal timeframes for 
effective prescribed burning con­
ditions, officials said.: Prescribed 
burn notices have been posted 
near homes near the project area 
notifying them about the upcom­
ing prescribed burn. VISitors and 

residents can expect to see smoke 
when the burns are occurring, he . 
said. 

"This project may have some 
short-term impacts on air quality 
levels, but air quality levels will 
comply with all state and federal 
air quality regulations," he said. 
".Any burning activity will be ac­
complished during weather con­
ditions that wouln mjnimjze im­
pacts of smoke on communities. 

All burning is done within pa­
rameters set forth in an approved 
burn plan and conform to the 
location's respective county's and 
state's Air Q,uality District." 

Officials asked visitors to stay 
out of the area due to prescribed 
burning activities and equipment 
working near the burn. 

Residents can expect to see and 
smell smoke during the burning 
activities. 



Reco,o\- Cou..c-~e..< 
Nov. <a ..-zo1'3 
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- '...;;.,..._:_:-_---=--__ ..:..:__: ----~•-:: 

~lodg~p<>leiP!.IJ.e trees. . . . weather. Somecutthig areas Market, 14655 Highway 88, 
.'I\vd trees riiay•be cut per·: rnay be inaccessible aftefsnow- Woodfords Canyon 8 a.m. - 5 

. ·christmas tree ~utting p~r- . household,permit$ are nonre- -· '.tall, so itis advisable fo cut trees p.ni. seven days a week. Infor--
mits will be avaifable'starting fundable and nontransferrable, 'early in the season. Carry tire . mation, 530-694-2323. 

' Nov.' 22 and ending on Christ- and are valid through Dec: 25. chainsin all vehicles, inclucling ' II Markleeville General Store, 
mas-Eye,-or 1.1ntff 4; oocf pernifts =- = Maps of cutting areas will_be . f our~wheel or all-wheel drive . , , 14799 Highway 89, Markleeville 
are soldbx.tl!¢Jiµ111bpldt-Toi- provided with Christmas tree •. vehides. ·. , . . - .. · .· , -8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Monday 

--yaoe:Naticinal Forest/Carspn :'·• ·· · tags.Permits selfoutquickly,s9- -::;.":':J'el'imi:~-"'miistbepurchased -.~:,:~through Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 7 
R,afiger District;:t ;- .- .. C ·r· officials urge people to~getth~m· -•J~person,with cash or checks ... :- p.in. Saturday and Sunday. In-
-. Federal offices .ar§do~ed·ort· . early. Tree cutters shouldhav~ .· ;(ctedit;arid ATM.cards are . , formation, 530-694-2448 · 

. Th,anksgivhig. Perinits are •is- . their own.1aws,-warm clothing,~.. , nht accepted); 'Phone, mail; ,or II Carson Ranger District 
- . Sll~d on a first-come; first=serve- ..... a first-aid kit, extra food and -l!m11ilpermit requests can:not be Office, 1536 s. Carson St., 

__ basis fqt.:JlQ. e.a,<::h _in ~~.1'!L_ water, shovel, and aneavy rope pr(jcessed; . · .... , ··~•. - . . .. ... Carson City, 8 a.ril. - 4:30 p.rn. 
nated cutting areas for white --- or cliairi; f:d'thflwent of bad.' C ~Tree permits are available at: Monday-Friday, Information, 
fir,_in:ce~se,cedar, Jeffrey, and - 'road con.9,itions or inclement .. · , ' II Hope Valley Cafe and 882-2766 
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Building the library of the future in Alpine County 
by Virginia York F:=;~;;=::;:=:~=~E~~0~l■i~~- buy instructional materials s~Jarated to provide space for fun:riture is built to last. He . 
R-C Alpine Bureau to en!iance the computer lib~·ary programs, the table used to repair a;ntique furui-

Last March, Don Hitten-' 
miller, local woodworker and 
veterinary surgeon, overheard 
a conversation in the library 
between librarian, Rita 
Lovell, and ~ library patron. · 
While immersed in writing 
a grant for a new computer 
center, Rita was bewailing the 
dearth of inspirational furni­
ture. She was ~earching for • · · 
an alternative to the standard 
particle board cubicle. 

Don spoke up. 
"I can make something;' 

he said. 
This was the be~g of 

something beautiful. Every 
year the California State 
Library invites librarians to 
"Pitch an Idea'' with a view to 
receiving a grant to imple­
ment it. At the end of 2012, 
Rita pitched her idea: "The 
Alpine digital bridge:' 

She requested $17,100, for 
six new computers and instal­
lation, integrativt, software 
and new furniture. Her pla11 
for Alpine was ·to "position 
the Library as a community 

DON HITTENMILLER 

A piece of custom furniture designed for the Alpine 
County Library. 

facility that provides com­
puter education for residents 
on a consistent and ongoing 
b . " asIS, 

In 2011, using the Eure­
ka! grant (also provided by 

· the state library) she created 
computer classes for adults 
which were immensely pop­
ular·. The classes were held at 
Diainond Valley Elementru:y 
School's computer lab. The 
disadvantage of using the 
school facility was that the 
classes had to be planned 
ai·o1111d the school schedule 

which did not suit all~­
dents. In her proposal for the 
"Pitch an Idea'' grant, Rita 
wrote: ''.A crucial component 
of the Alpine digital bridge 
project is to provide computer 
instruction within th~ library 
that meets the needs of resi~ 
dents and staff. Even though 
this would be a mini version 
of the computer lab with few­
er remputers, I feel we can 
reach more people with more 
flexible scheduling:' 

Rita was awarded the grant 
with ai1 additional $1,400 to 

technology section of th~ ha.$ eight legs; each pair joins ture and developed a method 
library. After Don's gener- together looking like one leg, of joinery far stronger than 

· ous offer to create furniture rui:advantage of the live edge. . the traditional. 
for the computer center, he Hidden casters provide mo- We 81'.e privileged indeed to 
and Rita worked together bility. The table's central panel have in our small community 
on design. Don waxes lyrical is stained glass which appears a librarian passiona.teabout 
on the virtues of juniper, the to be three dimensional. This ~omputer technology edu-
knots, the grains, the colors: was created by local artist cation and, a wood artisan of 
reds, blacks, purples, blonds. Richard Shokouh who dis- ~xtraordinaiytalent. 
Juniper is a hard wood. Llke plays art in the Art and Soul . Currently cl~ses are on a 
redwood and cedar it is fire· Gapery in Mai·kleevijle. The drop-in basis; staff addresses 
and bug re.'/istant. When the panel affords privacy, but lets the individual needs of each 
bark is chiseled off a beautiful in the light. The side panels student. Sign up in the library 
live edge is exposed. The . . of the stations are archways, for ~pcoming computer 
. edges of the table top are live cunningly designed to offer classes beginning in January. 
edg~. He uses diseased, local views of the central panel and Classes will accommodate six 
trees to save the transporta- give more light, but to block students arid last approxi-

. ti.on costs, a sound environ- the next person's computer inately eight weeks. For more 
· mental practice. · screen; the stained glass pan- information contact the 

In creating the library · el gives the impression that library at (530) 694-2120. 
furniture Don's intention there are no walls. Custom woodwork: Don 
was to mal,e it inspiration- Sit on one of tl1e new Hittenmiller, ( 5:30) 694•-
al. Surrounded by natural chairs and you will not want 2359, ctvh2006@yahoo. 
beauty, the computer user . to budge. The chairs are de- com. Custom sWned glass: 
is more likely to aspire to signed for gluteal and lumbar Richai·d Shokouh, (818) 482-
higher levels in his/her search support; without effort one 7846, ras@richa.rdshokouh. 
for knowledge than he/she maintains the perfect posture com. 
would iflocked into the ster- desirable for study. The seats The grand opening of the 
ile environment of a standard ai·e covered in buffalo hide Alpine digital bridge is 1-3 
cubicle. which has an old look and a p.m. Nov. 16. There will be 

Because Don made the soft feel and. is as hard-wear·- live music and refreshments 
table in two halves, to be ing as cow hide. Don's by the Friends of the Library. 
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NeW.foodfacilitiestobefearurecl at Kirkwood. 
- - - . ·-_. - . . . ., ; c· ,, . , - _-- c·;' - _. - --- • - . ._ . - -· . - . - - . . . . : . " • . 

by Griffin Rogers green flag goes up again around the time of the Overall, its allows guests -- Kirkwood is also re~ Kirkwood was busy mak-
griffin@tahoedailytribune.com to prepare for the next -- chairlift in1984 - didn't . ofthe resort to stint ski- modeling C_ornice Grill, ing snow this week.The 

season." offer a place fo·fstc:n'age~ · ing and snowboarding as a sports bar:previously process started Sunday, 

T 
he· countdown _ Kirkwood has taken on___ __ andthe machine was left - soon as. poss.ible, he said. -- known as Bub's across but stopped later in the 

-- · to s~i_.-_ s~i_ s~~ h;s-~ ·;_;v_ er~_ I_ pr_ oj ects sin __ ce-_ its _ · outs~de · durin_g· storms. · Additio:nally, the resort . frQm Chair 6, Aside from · week after tern peratures 
offic1aUy begun, doors closed last season, _ · _ Without haVIng to con- will set up a facility at the aesthetic changes, the . warmed: . 
but it's no.time including·a new bar, food. . duct frequent vehicle re- -- · base of Chairs 5 and 6. resort is adding large Cooper said the resort 

· to relax for Kirkwood. choices and mountaintop· pairs, crews can now clear - That building will house screen TVs and more food is currently on track to 
The resort's employees facility. Some were com- snow at a faster pace, K-Bar, a full bar and gath- · choices.·., reach the amount of snow 

worked all summer to pletedbefore the season• sp'okesman Kevin Cooper ering center with indoor "It's going to be a great, ·needed for a Nov. 22 · · 
prepare for the 2013-14 · • begins, but others will · said, They can also use. and outdoor seating for fun place to go,'' Cooper opening. But, if enough 
· season, and more projects continue over the next few the facility ·as a place of· · guests, Cooper said. said. -. natural snow arrives be-
are planned through its weeks. refuge, protecting them in / The facility is currently Myers said the re,sort ·, fore then, officials could 
Nov. 22 .opening, . At the top .of Chair 10; the events oflarge storms:. being built in Switzerland, plans on holding a g1;and open Kirkwood earlier 

!'At the end of the. sea- a: new two-story building_ "By having this. facility but it should be shipped opening ceremol!yfor its than that. · 
son, the checkered flag was constructed this sum- up there," Cooper.said, to Kirkwood in the next -- niany,projects later this "We just want to :make 
goes up," said Dave Myers, -mer to store a vehicle used "it's 1:eaJlygoi11gj;o add to__ 20 days, year. · ----" - sure we're providing a 
di:ri!'ctorofmoiintain . .for clearing snow. The . our ski patrol and moun- "It's going to be a great, With opening day less quality surface to slide 
operations. "But then the. previous facility - built tain operations efficiency." new, center hub," he said. than two weeks away, on," h_e said; 
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Alpine Marineincluded in honor flight 
by NancyThorribui'g. 
Special t~ The R~C 

Born and raised in 
Alpine County, retired · 
11arine Glen Kanig was 
recently honored by being 
included in an Honor 
Flight to Washington, 
D.C. 

Kanig said there was an 
enthusiastic send-off by 

younger people going 
around, young families 
with young kids showing 
us their support." 

Kanig said they were in­
terviewed by three mem-

·. _·_ bers of the media. 
• They were then flown 
back to San Diego where 

:_ there was another big 
reception with water can­
nons, music. 
• Traveling with Kanig 

was his son, Ed, who is a . 
-- veteran ofVi{ltNam. Ed 

_ _ SPE""'c, ... A ... L_T~O~T;_H __ E_R---C, stayed h1Washington for 
Glen Kanig ·served in the a reunion of his group af-
. u.s: Marine Corps from -. fer -Glen returned home. 

a big support group in~ 
ciuding military, civilians· 
(including kids) in sa:n 
Diego where he.now lives. 
They flew to Baltimore 
where they received a 
water cannon salute and 
an enthusiastic crowd 
cheering as they landed. 
They were bussed to the 
Baltimore Hilton where 
e✓erything was set up in­
cJuding dinner; speakers, 
Jtrid preakfast.-f . . . , 

___ 19_4s'until 1967. - Gleri was interviewed 

•t. •-<>, ·- - , . -" ' - - .. , 

· Theri canie a biis tour to 
ArHngton ¢em.etery and · 
to the Iwo :nma Memori- . 
al. Kan_ig said he was .the 
onlylwo .veteran in the . 

· group .. They then went to. 
the Korean Memorial and 
the Viet Nam Wall and the-

World War II Memorial. 
"Everyone was giving 

slaps-on the back every­
where we went," Kanig 
said, ~'Itbiewus away!" 

They were then taken 
to the Navy Yard and the 
National Navy Museum 
and then back to the hotel 
for a big dinner. They also 
saw the Changing of°the 
Guard and the Laying of 
Two Wreaths. 

"There were so many 

last year by the Sail Diego 
Union-Tribune. Included 
in the interview was this 
information. 

"It's been 67 years since 
Glen Kanig lan_ded on 
Iwo .. Jima as a 21-year-old· 
Marine Corps corporal. 
But he'll never forget the 
intensity of that battle. 

"You have some ghosts 
who come back with you," 
he said. 

Kanig, 88, told his war 
story Tuesday aboard the 

carrier Midway, as part of 
the U-T San Diego's series, 
"The Legacy of WWII." 

"His company hit the 
beach on this volcanic Pa­
cific island with 270 men. 
When th~ battle ended 
five weeks later, only 28 
men were present - and 
many of them had been 
wounded. · 

"Kanig, for instance, 
had shrapnel in his right 
temple. It remains there, 
an enduring reminder of 
the hell he endured on 
Iwo Jima." 

Kanig's videotaped 
interview was posted at 
www. utsandiego,com 

Kanig entered the Ma­
rine Corps in 1942. He 
was deployed to Iwo Jima 

. in 1945, to Korea in 1952-
1953, and placed on the 
Retired list in 1967, l:I{l 
received many medals in­
cluding the Purple Heart. 

Kanig will be 90 this 
month. 

For more information 
about the National Honor 
Flight Organization go to 
www.honorflight.org. 

775-782-5121, ext 215 I editor@recordcourier.com 

This is a poem Glen Kanig 
wrote in 1985 

An Alpine Homecoming 
Now the old man stands where 
he 
Had stood when he was but a 
boy. 
And as he gazes at the mountains 
Splendor it fills his heart with joy. 

When he was but a lad he was 
long 
And lank and lean. 
The indians called him pellou 
Jack rabbit is what that mean. 

Like the long eared jack he 
roamed 
The country far and wide. And 
there 
Was nowhere in the mountains 
Where anything could hide. 

He caught the mighty cutthroat, 
The brown and eastern brook. 
And sometimes he caught them 
with 
His hands when he didn't have 
a hook. 

He caught the flashy rainbow 
And the golden from Raymond 
lake, 
But never di9 he take them just 
for 
The taking sake. 

Now once again he feels the 
thrills 
That he felt there long before. 
Like the day his country 
Called for him to go to war. 

They told him about far off 
places, 

With names he had never heard 
before. 
And then they sent him to land 
On lwo Jima's bloody shore. 

It was later in the battle when 
He had to make another stand 
that 
He lay there bleeding in that 
Black volcanic sand. 

He thought that maybe his time 
had come, 
That he had run plumb out of 
luck. 

. And then he thought of the big 
bear 
Spring and that big old six point 
buck. 

Altho' that old buck had been 
wounded · 
It seemed to know just what to 
do. 
And if that old buck could make it 
Then by god he would make it 
too. 

Now he stands there gazing 
With a tear drop in his eye 
At the mountains glory 
As they reach up to the sky, 

He thinks of all the places 
Both here and across the foam 
And now he kriows that there is 
none 
Quite as good as home. 

Now when his time on earth is 
over 
And he meets his judgment day 
He will say Just take me home to 
alpine 
And there lord let. me stay.'! 
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Be,ar shooting not aviolatipn 
by Kurt Hildebrand two garage doors, and tried bears. One of them sttrted in 
khildebrand@recordcourier.com · to frighten the bears away by his direction, and he opened 

firing into the air. He fired four fire, killing a 65-pound cub. 
Thekillingofabearcubbya 

Markleeville resident WM de­
termined not to be! a violation 
by the California Department 
of Fish &Wildlife. · · · 

The shooting occurred early 
on Nov. 3, whenahomeowner 
was awakened by the sound of· 
a mother bear trying'to break 
into his garage. ·· 

The bear's two cubs had 
managed to get inside t~e 
garage. The. homeowner 
grabbed the keys to the garage 
and a shotgun. He opened 

times, but the bears wouldn't · The incident was reported to 
leave. . . fish and wildlife. · 

~He didn't shoot the beaxs, "We confirmed there was 
bu:t he was fearful for his safe-. damage to the area where the 
ty,~ fish and wildlife Lt. Patrick bears were trying to tear into 
· Foy said. . _ _ the structure," Foy said. "There 

Theibears eventually left the- was garbage and debris all 
gatage, but they didn't leave over the place." 
the area. The homeowner said · The department issued a 
heith~n heard six gunshots depredation permit *~r the 
coming.from his neighbor's · fact. · · i . 

homeJ The neighbor told a · "A seasoned game -Warden 
game ~den that he heard investigated the incid~nt and 
the commotion, came outside everything added up, !so we 
and was confronted by the · . found no violation," Foy said 



Amy Jecak~nd 'her son Owe~ at the Hawks' of the.Month bre~kfast. 

diclpiqna Valley 
stll:dents•i·11ecognized 

' I,,· . . .. 'I I . . . • 

. ' 

by 'Courtney Brothers . I • 

On Nov. 8 at Diamond 
Valley School there was a· 
celebratory breakfast to 
recognize all of the Hawks 
of the Month in August, 
September and,October. 

Hawks of the ;Month are 

,, 1:' 
<•ii:.: 

the students who earned . 1 

the most hawk feathers in 
that month. They earn the , 
feathers every time they . k 
are Honest, Accountable, -~" 
WISe"orKirid. r-

The Hawks of the Month 
and their families were ' 
invited to have a buffet 
breakflist at the school. 
They were ilio recognized 
arid giyen a certifi~te for 
being 1J, HAWK- . . 

This 'plan has been 

put into action by the 
Positive Behavior Inter:­
ventions and Supports. 
team at the school. The 
PBIS team is working on 
increasing a more pos­
itive mood in school by 
correcting the students 
with positive words and, 
encouragements. 

CourtneyBrothers is 
J;tudent body p:residentfor 

'·, Diamond Valley School._ 

.11 
" 
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· rkwood kicks off ski season 
by Griffin Rqgers 
griffin@tahoedailytribune.com 

Ask a snowboarder or 
skier about opening day at 
Kirkwood on Monday, and 
you might hear the words 
"awesome," "beautiful," 
"warm" or "sick:' 

As far as first days go,. 
many riders seemed to 
enjoy the snow conditions 
and weather - sunny, 
50-degree temperatures 
with 15 mph winds that 
seemed almost nonexistent 
at chairlift 5. 

A mix of man-made and 
natural snow covered pret­
ty much all of the two runs 
open to the public, which 
were Outlaw and Lower 
.Zachary, 

Josh Daiek, a Christmas 
Valley resident and veteran 
skier, said he was excited to 
see good skiing conditions 
this early in the season. 

"It's awesome, man," he · 
said. "For not really having 
any snow yet tl).is year, it's 
fun." 

Daiek is a professional 
big-mountain freeski-
er who won the Subaru 
Freeskiing World Tour at 
Kirkwood last year. He's 
known in the ski world 
for jumping off cliffs. On 
Monday, he was simply 

·GRIFFIN ROGERS /TAHOE DAILYTRIBUNE 

Josh Daiek, who won the 2012 Subaru Freeskiing World Tour at Kirkwood Mountain 
Resort, skis Kirkwood on the first day of the season Monday. 

getting some turns in at 
one of his favorite resorts, • 
he said. 

"Just being at the moun- , 
tain again and s~eing all 

· those familiar faces and 
friends," Daiek said, "It's a 
good spot to be at." 

South Lake Tahoe resi­
dent Tim Roberts was also 
on the mountain Mon­
day. He's been going to 

Kirkwood for opening day 
every year for the past 15 
years, he said. 

"iGrkwood never gets 
crowded on opening day," 
Robe1ts said. "It's good to 
get the legs underneath 
you and get some turns in." 

Robe1ts, a big-mountain 
snowboarder, rides almost 
exclusively at Kirkwood, 
he said. At the beginning 

·of the season he suggests 
sticking to the trails, as 
the ungroomed portions 
·can be "a bit punchy and • 
sketchy" during the first 
week. · 

But with more snowfall 
anticipated soon, Roberts 
said he's looking forward 
to snowboarding the rest 
of the mountain. 

"There really is no part 

A little girl skis to a lodge at Kirkwood Mountain Resor·t 
on Monday. 

of the mountain that isn't 
fun to ski;' he said. ''.And 
when it starts to open up, 
everyone takes differ-
ent trails and you don't 
even see anyone on the 
mountain:' 

IGrkwood is "working 
with Mother Nature" to 
get more runs open to the 
public as soon as possible, 

spokesperson Kevin Coo­
per.said, including some 
terrain for beginners. 

Heavenly also has similar 
plans, spokesperson Sally 
Gunter said in an email 
Saturday. 

"The resortplans to open 
additional terrain this next 
week, conditions permit­
ting," she said. 



Local ski resorts mostly measuring up environmentally 

Photo by Taylor Flynn 

Sierra-at-Tahoe received an "A" on it environmental report card, scoring high on 
habitat protection among other areas. Sierra's quaint backcountry shack (above). 
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By Heather Gould 

South Shore ski resorts are 
doing well overall,,though they 
are not doing enough to address 
global climate change, according 
to a ski area environmental report 
card issued by the Ski Area 
Citizen's Coalition. The report 
card is prepared by Sierra Nevada 
Alliance and supported by a con­
sortium of conservation groups. 
SACC graded all Western U.S. 
ski resorts. 

While Sierra-at-Tahoe, 

Heavenly and Kirkwood all 
scored relatively highly in the 
areas of habitat and watershed 
protection, they all fell down in 
the area of combatting climate 
change, according to the report 
card. 

Gavin Feiger, senior program 
associate with the Sierra Nevada 
Alliance, said the report card is 
based on plans and information 
submitted to the U.S. Forest 
Service, which oversees most . 
resorts which are primarily locat- ' 
ed on public land, as well as self- i 

reporting surveys from the 



resorts themselves or other pub­
licly available information. About 
half of the 84 resorts evaluated by 
SACC responded to the survey 
this year, according to Feiger, 
though none of the three South 
Shore ones did. The report card is 
shared with local conservation 
groups in each area prior to publi­
cation to screen for any "glaring 
errors," said Feiger. Additionally, 
he said, the group's data has been 
relied upon for several academic 
studies. 

Sierra-at-Tahoe received a 
grade of A and was ranked fifth 
in California out of 19 ski resorts 
studied. The resort received a 99 
percent for habitat protection, 
preserving and protecting the 
environment and the ecosystem, 
and a B for environmental 
policies and practices. SACC 
gave it a D in the area of climate 
change. Among other things, the 
resort has failed to issue a state­
ment in support of the Kyoto 
accords or other major climate 
change agreements, failed to con­
duct a greenhouse gas inventory, 
failed to generate renewable ener­
gy on-site and failed to provide 

incentives for carpooling, accord­
ing to SACC. 

While Sierra-at-Tahoe may not 
engage in some of the exact 
activities or meet some of the 
exact standards listed on the 
report card, it is doing plenty in 
the environmental arena, said 
spokesman Steven Hemphill, 
from on-mountain environmental 
education programs to refining 
vegetable oil used for food prepa­
ration into biodiesel fuel to power 
its equipment to recycling to pro­
viding complimentary shuttles 
and information on carpooling on 
its website to changing to energy 
saving LED lighting and more, 
some of which it did receive 
credit for from SACC. 

Hemphill. 
In terms of supporting env_iron­

mental accords, Sierra-at-Tahoe is 
represented by the National Ski 
Area Association, said Hemphill, 
the majority of whose members 
have signed on with the national 
Business for Innovative Climate 
and Energy Policy program, 
according to the NSAA website. 

Heavenly, which received a 
grade of B overall and was ranked 
tenth in the state, earned an A for 
watershed protection and Bs for 
habitat protection and environ­
mental policies and practices. It, 
too, received a D for combatting 
climate change, receiving zero 
points on the SACC report card 
for the generation of on-site, clean 
renewable energy, for retrofitting 
its heating and lighting to make it 
more efficient and for carpooling 
incentives. Heavenly was also 
dinged for using too much water 
in its snowmaking operations. . 

Heavenly issued a corporate ;· 
statement from its parent compa­
ny, Vail, calling the survey "non- ' / 
scientific" and too focused 9_11 

The resort would like to gener­
ate more renewable energy on­
site, but that would require con­
struction of some new faciities, 
said Hemphill. Sierra-at-Tahoe is 
working on that with the U.S. 
Forest Service which governs 
activities at the resort, he said. 
Sierra-at-Tahoe takes a "big 
approach" to environmental 
issues and works on "as many 
levels as possible," said development. None of the South Shore 

resorts were particularly downgraded for 
development, but Vail owns other proper­
ties throughout the country, some of which 
it is actively engaged in developing. Vail 
stated it actively pursues environmental 
practices such as clean water and water 
conservation measures, waste reduction 
and recycling, energy conservation, habitat 
protection and education and referred to · 
the company's environmental website, 
vrecho.com. 

Kirkwood, which is owned by Vail 
Resorts, as is Heavenly, received a B over­
all, placing eighth among California ski 
resorts, earning an A for habitat protection, 
a 100 percent for watershed protection and 
a C for environmental policies and practic-

es, but it also tanked when it came to 
climate change measures, receiving a D on 
its report card for failing to perform a 
greenhouse gas inventory and failing to 
provide clean, on-site renewable energy, 
failing to employ energy efficient retrofits 
and not implementing a no-idling policy, 
according to SACC. 

Kirkwood issued an identical statement 
to Heavenly's. 

The report covered 84 ski resorts total, 
•with Sierra-at-Tahoe ranking 17th, 
Kirkwood ranking 33rd and Heavenly 
ranking 38th: Stevens Pass Ski Area in 
Washington state was named the best ski 
resort by SACC while Mt. Spokane Ski 
and Snowboard Park, also in Washington 
state, came in last. 

To view the full reports and find other 
information about the scorecard, visit 
www.skiareacitizens.com. 



Early Christmas 
news for anglers 

Hello fellow anglers; I hope your Thanks­
giving was a grand memory. I spent my 
Thanksgiving day, fishing'in the morning 
and enjoying family the rest of the day. I do 
have a special early Christmas present for 
you all later in this report. 

But first, I would like to thank all the an­
glers who have called the Naw line or have 
shared their fishing adventures this year. 
I hope I have answered all your questions, 
and you have educated me as well. We all 
like to brag about our fishing adventures, 
but some of the stories I have heard would 
make a game warden look at you in a differ-
ent light. · 

Example: An angler boasted about catch­
ing seven trout in one day and giving them 
away so he could keep on fishing. First of 
all, the limit is five fish. Second thing, when 
you catch a fish and give it away, it is still 
considered part of your daily limit. Only if 
vou catch and successfully release your fish, 
may you continue to fish. I enjoyed many 
days this year where.we had 15-fish days. I 
also have had to stop fishing early in the day 
because I had caught and kept my limit be­
fore my friends had. That was partial torture 
right there. But we must all be accountable 
for knowing the laws while we fish. 

So, please keep the stories and reports 
coming. But think first, would you share this 
with a game warden? 

Both of our states have a tip line when 
you see people taking fish or game illegally. 
California is Cal-Tip at l-800-952-5400. In 
Nevada call Operation Game Thief at 1-800-
992-3030. We all make mistakes, and we all 
need education and reminders of these laws. 

Now let's check out our local fishing 
report: 

LAKE TAHOE: Mackinaw action has 
been rated good to excellent. Most suc-
cess has been at Dollar Point or Sugar Pine 
Point. Anglers have been fishing right on 
the 150-200 and even the 220 foot mark. 
They have been using flashers and live min­
nows. Chrome Flatfish have been successful 
in these same areas. The average fish has 
been 2 to 6 pounds, with a few in the 7- to 
9--pound class. December has been a good 

,nth forlarger fish in shallower water . 
. ..1pliners have been doing fair using a small 

dodger or Sidekick in a watermelon patt:ern, 
both followed with a half of a night crawler. 

Keep an eye on your pole as the fish have 
been hitting light. Most fish have been just 
on the lip. The best_areas have been Logan 
Shoals, Skunk Harbor and Sand Harbor. 
Rapalas are also good this time of year. For 
more information, call Blue Ribbon Fishing 
Charters at 530-544-6552. 

CAPLES LAKE: The resort will have 
open cabins on Dec. 20, just in time for ice 
fishing. As oflast Wednesday the lake had 
started to ice up. There were some small ar­
eas of open water, so for now, stay away and 

off the lake. I am personally l~oking forward 
to January to safely ice fish on it. You can 
call the Caples Lake Resort to check their 
message at 209-258-8888. 

RED LAKE: As oflast Wednesday the 
lake was iced over, just not enough to fish 
on. Here again, I will wait until the end of 
December to venture out on safe ice. I like 
to have a minimum of 8 to 10 inches before 
I go out. I will keep you updated on its 
condition. 

CARSON RIVERS: All are closed to 
fishing, with the exception of the East Fork 
from Hangman's Bridge to the Nevada state 
line. This section has restrictions: Catch and 
release only, artificial lures or flies with bar­
bless hooks. This is located on the California 
side. On the Nevada side, the ~arson River 
is open to fishing all year long. 

INDIAN CREEK RESERVOIR: Here is 
your early present: The Alpine County Fish 
Commission has planted the lake this week 
with 1,800 pounds of nice rainbow trout. 
The lake level has dropped down about IO 
feet, which means getting to the dam area is 
much easier. A few anglers have been calling 
about their success this week, including 
the two Steves ..:.. Brower and Lightfoot -
who said they were surprised and delighted 
that the fishing was back the way it used to 
be. Lightfoot also asked me why I did not 
tell him when they were planting. Simple 
answer: It would not be fair if! told them 
~efore I told all anglers. Merry Christmas, a 
little early. And a special thank you to Alpine 
County for another successful yea,i, of great 
fishing ... 

Doug 
Busey 
Mac-the­
Naw 

TOPAZ LAKE: Fishing season opens Jan. 
l, 2014. I.will get you updates on the Topaz 
Lodge FJShing Derby as I get them. 

TROUT PLANTS: Nevada has planted 
Baily Pond and Mitch Park Pond. As the 
year progresses, The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife moves its planting to the southern · 
portion of the state. 

ROAD CLOSURES: As ofThursday, all 
. passes are open with no controls. That will 
change soon with a cold front moving our 
:way, wlrich will make our high temperatures 
lower than our now low temps. In Alpine 
County, Burnside Road and Blue Lakes 
Road are closed for the season. All others 

' are open, but can close in a minute's notice 
this. time of year. 

Good luck on your next fishing adventure. 
Any questions or reports in our local fishing 
world. Call the Nawline at 775-267-9722. 
Good Fishin' and tight lines. 
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Wateh f orfalling mice 
I ' • -

. ' 

by Kareri Dustman 
R-C ~!pine Bureau ; 

Forget a return of alien 
space invaders. Big yawn , · 
about zombie,undeacl It'si · 
the season that ~es real , 
terror in.the hearts ofth~ ; 
home-bound. It's winter; 
And the critters are coming.· 

All'.eady, they've attacked 
a friend's car in Mar-
kleeville. Total dark-of- ,; puffy tangle of colorful , 
night damage: $1,050. And string - and all the fringe 
ravenous rodent rodeo has :from the hatchback's throw, 
hardly begun. ;rug was ririssingi 

in the legion of traps now· 
deployed in both vehicles-

-and arrayed across the 
garage floor. So far, both 
vehicles are still starting, 
Our mouse-fingers are · 
crossed. 

Been there, done that; my , i My husband-\that great 
husband's new truck was at,- ,I !crusader agains!j~t ~­
tacked several year~ ,igo;,by; , j i:vaders .:.. begl;Lll prqwlihg -i;he 
hungry mice who apparent- , , hig box aislesfot a.n:nament. This morning, however, 
ly like their wiring al dente. [A few.futile f"orajrs follow¢d. I the husband beckoned;' 
Their handiworkdiscov.,-. , :with traditional mousetraps . "Come here; he growled. 
eredwhen the tnickwould _· , :(body count: iero;:-9?-ashed . Coffee cup in hand, I duti­
no longer;start, the

1

:µnce , : finger coµnt: four)'. Then he fully followed him outside. 
departed µnscathed :.::but.,__ , . s~biedupon'the Nuclear~ • There in the margin of 
made oui,mechanic ~e~ral,' ,_- . .Anti-Mquse solution. Yes, the lawn was a small hole. 
hundred'~ol!_ars 1?,appier. ,-, ' · , , · Vrrginia, SOJl1.~on:e r~y Then another hole. And a 
· Until now, some an-, , _ has come up ;with a better third, and a fourth ... 

ti-motisi~gel has been. . . mdusetrap .• t' :.' ,, -. The good news: the 
withnie. But afewweeks This white plastic ni~ ; gophers, it seems, have 
ago I opened my glov~- vellooks for all the world _ moved on for friendlier 
box to· discover a veritable , , 1ike a miniature albi110, ___ . territory. The bad news: 

. masterpiece ofa: moru;e nest , ve1;sion! of th~ cuspids hi .· _ a small army of voles has 
under construction. !twas , Jaws. A delicate little ·cup · now moved into those 
fluffy. It was pl.Iffy.And it , holds an alluring dab of charmingly vacant tun-
was artfully constructed out . .peanut butter. It's as e'asy - nels., and is making them-
of available materials: dain- , to set as a clothespin. And selves warm and comfy for 
ty, bite-:-size piece~ of my 
registration and insurance 
cards. ; : 

Out went their penthouse 
production with a flurry of 
whisk bropm. But tjy next 

1 

morning, it was pleartheyi 
were baaack. This time the 
mouse house was a fluffy, !, 

those jagged plastic teeth winter. Soon, the tunnels 
would take a bite out of 1 _ will be covered by snow, 
the national deficit. letting them eat, sleep, 

Shock waves ofreat and swell their numbers 
' promptly' set-in hJ: mouse- ' into a grass-guzzling amiy. 
world, and a full-scale re- . by the time spring snow-
• treat has ensued. We know -melt arrives. 
this because there have ' Its back to the big box , 
been no bodies whatsoevei::_ store tomorrow. 
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JAMES-
.. WALLACE AHNLUND 

January 22, 1947 -
• November 27,2013 

James W~llace Ahnlund passed 
·:away on November 27,201.3 at 

:' I •• ' • • • r 'ii.: Stanford 'Hospital in Palo Alto, CA_ 
from, complications after.[open heart surgery. Jim was born · 
on-January 22, •1947)fil .Sc1nl:Jose ; CA,to Dr, Nels W. 
AhnltJnd and Stella Kind!3rn- He graduated from Buchser-: 

- Higl'rSchool inSari Jose,CA.fn:J965. Jim,joinei:f the 
, United!.States Anny, ~erv'ing inNietham,from 1966 to 1969. 

He was attached to ~he MAC-V Advisory Team 86. After 
··military service, Jiml returned to San _Jose and worked at 
.. Tire Service. .. , I . 1 • ' • : • ; - • 

Jim attended the University of Wyoming and studied 
, wildlife management. In 1978; he started a career in 
1 banking at Franklin :3avings and Loan irrSan Francisco, 
CA, where he. met a new accounts clerk named · 
Elise Hilbert. A con~truction job opportunity at 'Kirkwood 

: Ski Resort in October 1981 allowed him to I.eave the big· 
city and move to Gardner-ville; Nevada where he would be , 

.. closer to his favorite [lobbies, hunting and fishing. He con­
vinc.ed Elise to join him ar;id they married in 
Fredericksburg, CA in an 1old school house at the E:lnd of 
Fredericksburg Road. Their son, Rob was born in August 
1982 followed by a second son; Nels in April 1984. Family·· 
was important to. Jim, and to be able to.grow together as 
one in his favorite are'a was his deepest satisfaction. 

Jin1 returned to banking in 1983 .to ·1991 when he . 
.. worked in branch ma,:iagement at both Sierra Savings and 
Loan in Minden,cNV andlNevada Federal Credit Union in 
Stateline, NV ~e found .his· greatestiwork satisfaction at 
Stor-aU:self storage in :Gardnerville,:NV. 'Jim worked for the 
Whear;tamily for.the, past 22 tears as a·senior Facility 

1 
Manag~r. He understpod all facets:,of the storage industry 
,induding customer seirvice, unit maintenance and.applica­
,ti~n .of ,NRS statutes: He enjoyed customers and liked 
solving theirstorage problems. lJ1e kindne·ss of the entire· 
Whear.family, his Stor-all family;during his illness will not 

· :be·torgotten. · ·, '. ·· '' · ' ' · · ' · · · · 

Jim loved North~~n Nevad~ andWas proud to call it his 
home for ttie past 32 1years'. :Hei :took full advantage of its 
many outdoor actiyitieis, fro.rn deer hunting in the Jarbidge · 
to.fishing at Blue Lakes, Reservoir to skiing at Lake Tahoe., 
Jim love.d to ·end, thosE!. days witl) tim_e around the campfire,-· 
swapping stories.about the•l:lig'catch o~ the buck that got 
away. His home, ·aka~e'.Ahnlund Inn",: was always open 
t~ frie_nds and f~r:r)ilY "'-:ho wanted to enjoy Nevada along 
w~h h1"1. 1 '

1 1 
1 

- 1 : , • · , - .. · · '. 
'- I I ;, I ' ! . 

Ji~ is s~rvived b}'. his 
1

~e of 31'years, Elise; a son Rob of 
Reno; a son, Nels of GardrierviUe; his mother- Stella of . . 
San_ Jose, CA; a:broth,er, Kent {Diana) 'of Auburn; CA; a 
sister Lynne (Dick)1 pf San ,Diego, CA; a brother;.Rob of 
San Jose, CA; a sister,Carol·,(Keith) of Marina, C:A, a 
sister Mary (Larry) 'of Hollister, CA and numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.',., 1 I • , · I : : · .- : , _ 

; • : ', , , : ·: I ;i ,. 1~ ,1 

;: •~, ! • , , ) , , ''I,-~ _ , I , ·, • " - : 

He was predec~ased by firs father,Dr,!Nels W. Ahn.Jund · 
.and a brother, Jon.18Iii1A c;Ellebration of life wiUbE'! held at Val­
ley Christian Fellowship,' 1352 US. Hig'1way:395 North­
Suite _No 109 A/ Gard~E'lrville, NV. 89410 on Saturday, . 
December 7, 20.13 at 2:,00 pm. A dessert reception will . 
. follow the,service.i Cremation services Were provided by . 
Spangler Morturaries, ;Los Altos,· CA ~ith final. burial at 

·EastsidelMemorial Park; Minden, NV. : -· - · 
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This panoramic photo taken at Carson High Sch9ol, and made on a cell phone, shows the clouds over Carson City 
at 11 a.m. Saturday. , 

Skiers rejoice for fresh powder 
By Martin Griffith 
Associated Press 

RENO - A storm dropped up to 
3 feet of snow in the Sierra Nevada, 
helping build up the slopes and giving 
a fun run to skiers and snowboarders· 
Saturday. 

In Carson City, 6-7 inches of snow 
was reported. 

Around Lake Tahoe, Kirkwood 
resort reported getting 2 to 3 feet of 
snow over a 24-hour period ending 
Saturday morning .. Heavenly resort 
reported 24 inches to 30 inches of 
new snow, and Squaw Valley resort 
saw 20 inches. 

"This is setting us up for a great 
holiday season;' Kirkwood spokesman 
Kevin Cooper said Saturday. "Our 
mountain operations teams are out 
on snow now preparing to open more 
terrain and lifts tomorrow." 

While most major Sierra ski resorts 
have opened for the season, they need 
more snow to swing into full opera­
tion. On Saturday, two of 15 lifts were 
operating at Kirkwood, seven of 29 
lifts were open at Heavenly and 11 of 
30 lifts were active at Squaw Valley. 

The storm also slowed traffic on 
mountain highways, including In­
terstate 80 over Donner Summit, as 
motorists were required to either have 
snow tires or install chains on tires. 

Along the eastern Sierra, the storm­
left from 1.5 to 6 inches of snow 
around Reno; 6 to 10 inches in Mam­
moth Lakes, Cali£; and 10.5 inches 
in 1ruckee, Cali£, according to the 
National Weather Service. 

Tips to staying safe during very cold weather 
The American Red Cross has the following 1 O tips for people to follow so they can 
stay safe during the deep freeze: 
► Wear layers of lightweight clothing to stay warm. Gloves and a hat will help 

prevent losing your body heat. · 
► Bring pets indoors. If they can't come inside, make sure they have enough 

shelter to keep them warm and that they can get to unfrozen water. 
► Protect your pipes. Run water, even at a trickle, to help prevent your pipes from 

freezing. Open the kitchen and bathroom cabinet doors ~o allow warmer air to 
circulate around the plumbing. Keep the garage doors closed if there are water 
lines in the garage.· 

► Keep the thermostat at the same temperature day and night. Your heating bill 
may be a little higher, but you could avoid a more costly repairjob ifyourpipes 
freeze and burst. 

► If you are using a space heater, place it on a level, hard surface and keep any­
thing flammable at least three feet away- things such as paper; clothing, bed­
ding, curtains or rugs. Turn.off space heaters and make sure fireplace embers 
are out before leaving the room or going to bed. 

► Never use a stove or oven to heat your home. 
► If you are using.a fireplace, use a-glass or metal fire screen large enough to catch 

sparks and rolling logs. 
► Use generators correctly - never operate a generator inside the home, includ­

ing inthe basement or garage. • ► Don't hook a generator up to the home's wiring. The safest thing to do is to con-
nect the equipment you want to power directly to the outlets on the generator. 

To prevent pipes from freezing,: 
► Keeping garage doors closed if there are water supply lines in the garage. 
► Opening kitchen and bathroom cabinet doors to allow warmer air to circulate 

around the plumbing. Be sure to move any harmful cleaners and household 
chemicals up out of the reach of childr:en. · 

► When the weather is very cold outside, let the cold water drip from the faucet 
served by exposed pipes. Running water through the pipe - even at a trickle 
- helps prevent pipes from freezing. 

► Keep :the thermostat set to the same temperature both during the day and at 
night. By temporarily suspending'the use of lower nighttirne temperatures, you 
may incur a higher heating bill, but you can prevent a much more costly repair 
job if pipes freeze and burst. 

► If you will be going away during cold weather, leave the heat on,in your home, 
set to a temperature no low~r than 55° F. 

Source: American Red Cross, www.redcross.org 
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GIRLS 
From page-20--0-~--~-

- . 
all-around performance against Spring 
Creek that included 8 points, 7 assists_ · 

· · and 7 rebounds. 
The Spring Creek game was significant 

since the Spartans had opened the tour­
nament with a 50~49 win against Carson. 
Furthermore, the Tigers played most of 
that game without the services of sopho-

1 l_mo~pointguardMcKenna k~et(wlio~ ' 

I • 

sustained a sprained ankle in lhe firsftwo . Katie McCullough 9 to lead the Tigers - because· the Tigers have only allowed an 
-minutes. ' · offensively. average of 27.4 points per game en route 

Sophomore Maddy Lowe stepped into Mortimore and Corryne Millett sc_ored to their 5-0 start (which includes a 47-25)-
the poirit guard role effectively, Christen 12 points each to lead Douglas past Palo win over Spanish Springs on Wednesday). 
noted, . • -. Verde, while Mortimore scored io, Mc- · "In particular, the last two games were 

''We didn't lose a step with Maddy out Cullough 8 and Kynett 8 against Heritage. a total team effo·rt o:ri our part," Christen 
- there;' he said, "She .:was steady, both on McCulloch also contributed 9 rebounds said. "T?e most important thing is we're 

offense and defense:' . and 4 assists against Heritage. rebounding arid defending well._ One-a:o;h•• 
Douglas came back later on Saturday to · Christen noted that the team showed . · · done, that's the way we have to play. We _ 

defeat a Union Mine squad that was 20-8 · some signs of fatigue after playing five · hold the other team to one shot, we get the 
with a playoff appearance last season. games in four days. There was never any rebound then kick the ball out and run. If -

' Mortimore'scored 13 points,Jim 11 and -· Jetup on the defensive effCl!!, however, we s:~n do tliai;'we"re'a'good team." I 
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Staff Reports 

For the Douglas High girls basketball team, it was 
almost like a rerun of the regional.tournament opener 
against Reed back in February - with one major excep­
tion. This ·time the Tigers got over the top in their come-

back bid and then held on for a 58-53 
victory against Reed in Sparks. 

By winning the Northern Division 
I cross-over game at Paul Kautz Gym, 
Douglas improved its perfect season re­
cord to 6-0 - 2-0 in the Sierra League 
standings - and provided a measure of 
redemption for a 47-43 loss to Reed in 

Mortimer the first round of the playoffs last season. 
The rematch followed a similar pattern as 
Reed led 20-12 after one quarter and ex-

. tended its lead to 13 points in the second 
quarter. 

Douglas rallied to cut the deficitto 34-
30 at halftime, then rode a third-quarter 
surge to take a lead they; never reJih,. 

, quished. The Tigers led 48-42 at the 
Millett ·· end of three quarters and extended ~heir 

advantage to 11 points early in the fourth 
period. . _ . . I • • 

"This was one of those team wins," Douglas coach Wer- · 
- - .J!er Christen said. "We played nine and they all contribut­

ed .. ,, everyone played their role. And they did a lot of little 
things right, which is something we're really preaching 

\ rir:o::~o~er. scored 22 points fo~ Douglas ;J hold , 
her own in an inside battle against Reed1s 6-foot-1 :Naki­
yah LeSure, who finished with a: game-high 28 points. 
. "They had a real battle in there," Christen said of:the op­

posing .pos_t players. "Morti (Mortimer) has been a pleas­
ant surprise so far. She is tough to guard just because she's 
~ !l,ggressive. And she ajet better." I • i . · . 
',•~ Mortimer, -a 5-8 junior, is aver.aging 15~3 points through 
six games so far this season. _ I • • 

Corryne Millett also scored 17 points, including a: steal 
and free throw that extended the Tigeis'i ~ead to 57-~3 in 

. the final 30 seconds. The junior played a key role. Oil de-
fense, according to Christen. · • · ! · : , i 

"Corryne was amazing," the coach said. "She had six 
steals and probably caused Illl!e or 10 more (turnov~rs)." 

Other players contributed to the winning effort. Jessie 1 

-rnn knocked down a key 3-pointer for the Tigers during 1 

'tifeir third quarter run and finished the game with i1 
points. Kelly Sonnemann was solid in her role at point 
guard in place ofMcKenna Kynett, who'missed the I game i 

· due ~o an ankle injury. ·Kassidy Freitas also was imJortant : 
in her defense against Reed standout Tyler Sumpter, who i . . . . I . 
scored 16 points before fouling out in the fourth quarter. 
And Katie McCullough dished out six assists on the!night; .! 
-,~~tie was like a point/post for us," -Chnsten sald pf 
McCullough, a5-10 senior. "She did a really goodjob of 
distjibuting the ball." · · · : 

Reed was without star Gabby Willia.ms, a UConni 
. com'.mit, who.is still rehabbing from an ACL injury ~he 
susta.inedlate in the 2012-13 season. Wmning at Reed was 
Still la significant accomplishment for the Tigers. .• ·: . • 

"Iteed is a very,verytalented team," Christen sai~ '.'They 
wer~ happy (to win), but there was no btg celebrati9n or 
anything.like that-... they expected to win.. I mean, 1;h~se 
~ds are playing with a lot of confidence!right now.~! : 

The Douglas girls now·havea week o~before they host 
.Sierra League _rival Galena next Friday: i · 
c..:a:.:'1-·'------.;__----------
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South Shore area resorts open more ground 
. . . 

By Griffin Rogers 
grlffin@tahoedailytribune.com 

Below freezing temperatures and a heavy 
supply of snow last weekend' resulted in 
more terrain being opened at all three ski 

' resorts in the South Lake Thhoe area this 
week . 

Heavenly Mountain Resort is now offering _ 
top-to-bottom access on the Nevada side 
of the resort, following the opening of the 
Stagecoach Express chairlift Wednesday. 

. Skiers now have nine miles of Heaven- , 
ly terrain available to them, including one 
· medium ·size terrain pai·k with 19 features, _ 
through eight chairlifts. According to a press 
rele~e, the resort plans to op~n several. 

· more lifts closer to the holidays, includ­
ing Olympic Express, Gunbai-rel Express, 
Powderbowl Express, Sky Express, Canyon 
Express and Patsy's. 
- With those runs open, Heavenly will also 

have top-to-bottom skiing in California. 
Additionally, the resort hopes to open 

its Boulder and Nmth Bowl chairlifts and 
last base ai·eaby Dec. 21, according to the 
repo1t. 

Pete Sonntag, vice president and chief 
operating officer at Heavenly, said the ability 
to open more terrain quickly results from 
a combination of natural snow and man- _ 
made snow, which is provided through the . 
resort's extensive snowmaking system. _ · 
· "The recent snow was great," he stated in a 

GRIFFIN ROGERS /TAHOE DAILY TRIBUNE 

A snowboarder on Friday rides down to Stagecoach Express, a chairlift at Heavenly 
Mountain Resort that opened Wednesday. 

press release, ·"and with continuous snow­
making; we are going to open a significant 
amount of terrain that other resorts just 
can't compete with:' 

Sierra-at-Talloe Ski Resort now has.seven 
lifts, 29 trails, 18 groomed runs and a ten-ain 

park open, thanks to the Dec. 7 storm, 
spokesman Steven Hemphill said. 

"The ski season is off to a great start;' he 
said in an email. "The last storm gave us a 
· great base and we are optimistic that Moth­
er Nature will deliver us some more snow 

before the holiday season." 
The reso1t will do its best to open more 

rnns and terrain once it receives more snow, 
Hemphill said. For now, riders can expect 
groomed runs and eai·ly season conditions. 

"We continue to do our snow dances;' he 
said.-

Sierra-at-Talloe is also working "around 
the clock" to finish its newest facility, The 
Plaza. 

"The Plaza is a $5 million base area en­
hancement giving guests a better over-
all mountain experience and creating an 
incredible apres atmosphere where they 
can gather and soak up the California sun;' 
Hemphill said. 

At Kirkwood Mountain Resmt, visitors 
now have access to four lifts with top-to-bot­
tom skiing, following the opening of Cornice 
Express on Saturday. More than 100 acres 
of ten-ain is now _available to skiers and 
snowboarders. 

Additionally, the Kirkwood Cross-Coun­
try Center opened Saturday, featuring 12 
kilometers of skating and snowshoeing, 
according to a press release. 

The resmt will continue to work on open­
ing more ground at Timber Creek soon, but 
Casey Blann, Kirkwood's vice president and 
general manager, said the terrain will have . 
to meet a standai·d of quality. 

••we won't open tenainjust to open it;' he 
stated in a press release. 'We have a stan­
dai·d of quality that we won't compromise:' 
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D;ouglas may oppose 
bistate sage grouse listitig 

I • 

by Kurt, Hildebrand 
khildebrand@recordcourier.com 

Douglas County could op­
pose the listing of the bistate 
sage grouse under the Endan­
gered Species Act at the county-: 
COlllllllSSioners meeting on 
Thursday. 

Two letters detail the county's .: 
position on listing the.sub spe..: . 
cies of grouse that lives along 
the Nevada-California line from: 
Douglas· County south to Es­
meralda County. 

One letter, written to Secre­
tary of the Interior Sally Jewell 
points out that parts of two crit-! 
ical habitat units are partially 
located in Douglas County. · 
. According to the letter the 

Pine l'fut Unit consists.of 
300,836 acres and extends from 
the Carson ;River south to the 
West Fork of the Walker River.· 
The north Mono Lake unit : 
consists of 853,726 acres and 
extends from Smith Valley to 
Mono Lake, with the north'fest 
portion extending into Douglas' 
portion of Antelope Valley .. i 

"Although Douglas County 
has one of the smallest bistate 
DPS populations, the servic~ 
has proposed designating a i · 

TERRY S7EELE/SPECIAL TO THE R-C 

The male greater sage grouse . 

large portion of Douglas County 
as critical habitat," the letter 
said. "Moreover, sizeable por­
tions of the proposed critj.cal 
habitat in Douglas County are 
not occupied (by the grouse)." 

The county is also seeking a 
90-day extension of the public · 
comment period. 
- According to its letter, the 
county does support an excep­
· tion under the listing, which 
would allow conservation'. 

efforts that were developed by 
or in coordination with a state 
agency. 

"For more than a decade, 
private, local, state, federal 
and nonprofit partners have 
.worked together to develop and 
implement the BiState Action 
Plan," according to the letter. 
"In recent years, the result has 
been to protect and enhance 
thousands of acres of bistate 
sage grouse habitat." 

Another letter is ad<;lressed to 
the Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest commenting on t~e re­
vision ofthe U.S. Forest Service 
plan amendment dealinglwith 
the sage grouse. . _ · - i 

The county is opposin~ any 
closure of roads. or trails based 
on habitat designation_ alone. 

"Douglas County requests . 
_ that any road and trail restric­
tions be implemented only as to 
roads or trails that actl!.ally pass 
through active bistate (grouse) 
leks, and that such restrictions 
be limited and seasonal only." 

Douglas County commission­
ers are scheduled to.discuss 
drafts of the three letters at 
their regular meeting 1:3.0 p.m. 
Thursday at the Tahoe Trans­
portation Center in Stateline. 
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Seuth Shore area ski resorts open more ground 
by Griffin Rogers 
griffin@tahoedailytribune.com 

Below freezing tempera­
· tures and a heavy supply 
of snow the first week­
end in December result­
ed in more terrain being 
opened at all three ski 
resorts in the South Lake 
Tahoe area last week. 

Heavenly Mountain Re­
sort is now offering top­
to-bottom access on the 
Nevada side of the resort, 
following the opening of 
the Stagecoach Express 
chairlift Dec. 11. 

Skiers now have nine 
· miles of Heavenly terrain 
available to them, includ­
ing one medium size ter­
rain park with 19 features, 
through eight chairlifts. · 

The resort plans to 
open several more lifts 
closer to the. holidays, 
including Olympic Ex­
press, Gunbarrel Express, 
Powderbowl Express, Sky 
Express, Canyon Express 
and Patsy's. 

PHOTOS BY GRIFFIN ROGERS /TAHOE DAILYTRIBUNE 

A snowboarder on Friday rides down to Stagecoach Express, a chairlift at Heavenly Mountain Resort that opened Wednesday. 

A skier waves l!t Heavenly 
· Mountain Resort on Friday. 

A skier rides down the Nevada 
side of Heavenly Mountain 
Resort on F~iday. 



"The ski season is off to 
With those runs open, a great start," he said in 

-Heavenly will-also have __ an email. "The last storm 
top-to-bottom skiing in· gave us a great base and 
California. _ _ we are optimistic that 

-- - _:::. =--~=---.Actcl.Iiioiially, the resort -~-~ Motner Nature-willdeliv­
hopes to. open its Boulder . er us some more snow be-
, and North Bowl chair- fore the holiday season." 
lifts and last base area by The resort will-def 
Saturday, according to_ :the its best to <>pen rr10re 

: report~-'-c'---- -- -----=- 0-'• runs arid_ terrain once 
Pete Sonntag, vice pres- .. . it receives ,more snow, 

ideiifand chiefop-efating Hemphill said. For now, 
- officer at Heavenly;-said - riders can expecfgroomed 
the ability to-opelimore.. runs and early season 
terrain-quickly results conditions; _ , -

- -from a combination of ''.We continue to do our 
______ .:.niJ:1l!l'.MS!1QJY.ltll<i_,!llan- ______ .sp9w dancl'!s," he said. __ _ 

n:iiide ~now, which is pro- · ;, -_-. __ -- Sie}ra;.,.'at-Tahoe is also -
. viaed thi:ough the _resort's · .working ~around the 
extensive snowmaking - clock" to finish its_newest 
system; ,-- . facility, The Plaza:._ 

'"The recent snow wai;; · "The·Plaza is a $S niil-
\ greatthe stated in a pr~ss lion b~St;i area enhan:ce~ · 

release; "and with coritin~ .. ment giving guests a- -·_ 
uous SIJ,owrnaking, we- are ' better ov~rall, mountain -
going to open a signifi-> exp'e:dence arid creating 
cant amount_ of terrain a:n: incredible apres at-
that other resorts }µst mosphere where they can 
can't compete with." gather and soak up .the 
- Sierra!at~Tahoe Ski California sun," Hemphill_. 

~ --- Resorfnow has seven -- _ said.. --- - - - ---~--~-~-

lifts, 29 trails, 18 groomed At Kirkwood Mduntain 
runs and a tenain park . Resort; visitors no& have_· -
open, thanks to theDec. 7 .access to four lifts with 
siorm;.spokesman:-steverl-- ·top,;focfrott6'mskihig;..:.. 
Hemphill said. . . following the operiing of 

Cornice Express on Dec. 
15. More than 100 actes of 
terrain i.s nowavailable to 
skiers ~nd snowboarders. -
--Additionally, the Kirk­

wood Cross-Country Cen­
ter is open, featuring 12 
kilometers ofsll:atfag anci._ 
s'nowshoeing, according 

to a press release. 
The resort will continue 

to work on opening more 
ground at Timber Creek 

"soon, but Casey Blann, 
-Kirkwood's vice president 
and general manager, 
s·aid the terrain will have -
to meet a standard of 
quality. 

P-ec.. 

"We won't open ter­
r'ain just to open it," he 
stated in a press rele<J,se. 

"We have a standard of 
quality that we won't -
compromise." 



Dot-So-La-Lee .Buried 
' ' . 

With Treasured Basket 
i ' 

Cai'~on City Daily Appeal 
December 7, 1925 

.•'I 
I . . , 

her fe-Wreniaining days 
under ;the care of)ier faithful 

, husband, Charley Kaiser, and 
j Dot-So-La-Lee, weav~r her equally faithful friends, 

of the most perfect pieces of ·Mr. and Mrs. Abe Cohn. 
~andcraft in Indian basketry, . Other Indians refused to 
~ed at her home hereyester:- go near her, beingfearful 
~Y morning and her funeral that she was somewhat of a 
was held this afternoon at · · · witch. ·· · · i 
I· ' ' I, 'I . 

two o'clock with interment at~ Through Saturday night . 
the Stewart cemetery. the sickwoman became: 
, Wrthherwas buried today worse~dlat el~en p'c19ck 

one of her Indian cherished., . yesterday mornirig.sheioegan 
baskets valued at $1000. · to :full into the

0

last slbep{the · 
This was in accordance with . en:d coming at about 11:~o , . 

'her wishes. o'clock : > i ' i ,l !; : ' 
· She was over 90 years of Her:bodywas prepa;red for 

age, the exact ~te ofher burial and;taken,to Stewart, 
birth being unknown, and. · whe:rethe,funeral service of • ·, 
for several months had been the whites was perform.M • 
suffering from dropsy. A Doi-86-'La-Lee :was born 
lllOnth ago her condition in Douglas county and has 
became serious and, after spent the ninety-odd years . : 1 

white physicianS had treated ofherlife in this section of, 
lier without a cure, Indian Nevada. She was kriovvri in 
medicine men were called in heryoun:g~r days as1Jennie' 
to perform the Indian rites in Kaiser and there has been 
effort to prolongher life. For considerable discussion as · 
three days the medicine man• to the origin of the name by 
sent up.incantations, but the which she is better known.· 
famous oldweaverwas of the The generally accepted· 
opinion that she was soon theory is that she patterned 
to die and the Indian doctor her name after that of:Qr. S. 
found his work unavailing. L. Lee, in whose home she 

From an improvised hut, worked. 
off the Reno-Carson highway For 30 years her artist-
a short distance north of this _ ry in baskets has attracted 

. city, where the Indian wom- attention-and has become 
an lay for three days during nationally famous. Her 
the wailings of the medicine greatest creation, "Myriru.].s of 
man, she was moved to her · Stars Shine O'er the Gr3sves 
home in Carson. She refused of Our Ancestors," was start-
to go to the hospital at Stew- ed by her on March 2, 1916, 
art and preferred to spend and finished just a year later. 



BEFORE IT WAS HISTORY •• .: ~ 
ITWAS·NEWS •. 

This is o~e in a sesquice~tennial se. ries of · .·. 1. , .. . . 
Nevada newspaper front pagestellin_g .. · 
the history of the state in the words of the · . • 

. people who were there. · · · lllllEWAIIIIA i!IIIIE,S'S 

Newspapers have been part of Nevada · fl HIN 
since before it was. a state. Jhey h.ave · · 
chronicled the major events of their 
communities and the milestones of 
Nevadans' lives. 
The stories reprinted here are reproduced 
as faithfully as possible - punctuation, · 
grammatical errors and all - to retain 
the flavo_r of the era in which they were 
published. · · 

I 
I 

:·I, ~K . 
. ' . ----

- Barry Smith, Nevacfa Press Association 

It is in three colors, stands 
fourteen inches high and has 
86,590 stitches. Another not­
ed piece ofhe~ basket work is 
named "Our Ancestor." · 

She has made scores of 

other baskets and it has been 
said that she hlul perfect 
conception of perspective. 

Dot-So-La'...Lee master-. 
pieces have been purchased 
for exhibition in the Carnegie 

.. 775-782-5121. ext 215 I editor@recordcourier.com 
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FamedWashoe basket weaver Dot-So-La-Lee died Dec. 6, 
1925. 

Museum of Pittsburg, Penn­
sylvania; the Field Museum 
Chicago, Illinois; and the 
;peabodyMuseum at Yale 
universicy. 
. In recent years she has 
'spent her summers at 
"The Bicose," a basketry 

conducted by Abe Cohn 
at Lake Tahoe, and her 
winters in a cabin near the 
Cohn home in Carson. Her 
handiwork is on display at 

· the Emporium here and is 
viewed annually by hundreds 
ofpeople. 
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Robinsons bid farewell to Alpine County after 35 years 
by Virginia York 
R-C Alpine Bureau 

Forrest and Karen 
Robinson met in Modesto 
when Karen was in high 
school al).d Forrest was in 
junior college. When they 
were going together they' 
shared a dream: to live in 
the mountains. In 1978 
they moved from Kernville, 
near Lake Isabella, to Mar­
kleeville with their four 
children, Clay, 18, Mark, 
16, Scott, 11 and Annie, 8. 
Forrest had been offe:red a 
job here as supervisor for 
the Division of Highways, 
(now Calti:ans). The Rob~ 
insons lived af East Fork 
Resort until, with the help 
ofreal estate agent, Dor­
othy Johnson, they found 
the house on the corner of 
Barrett and Montgomery 
which Wa.\, th_eir home for · 
35years. 

Forrest and Karen quick­
ly felt at home in Mar­
kleeville; Karen recalls that 
locals, ariving and walk­
ing, always greeted each 
other with a friendly wave. 
Those were the days of the 
Alpine Trio who performed 
at the quarterly commu­
nity events thrown by the 
Native Sons of the Golden 

SPECIAL TO THE R-C 
Karen and Forrest Robinson bid farewell to Alpine County 
~~~~ . 

West (of which Forrest was 
a member). There was a 
meeting, potluck dinner, 
bingo and, oh joy, dancing 
to the Alpine Trio. Says 
Karen: "Everybody had a 
good time!" Proceeds went 
to assist children with cleft 
palate. 

The Robinson children 
used to come to the library 
while I was the librarian. 
We were happy to have 
these quiet, polite new 
library patrons. Annie 

and Scott werit to sum­
mer school at Diamond 
Vailey to meet children 
before the beginning of 
their first school year here. 
Annie was approached by 
Dina M~rina Gigli who 
asked: "Po you want to . 
play fairies?" This was the 
beginning ofa long friend­
ship. Together they roller 
skated, rode bikes and rode 
Annie's two little horses, 
Po and Rocky. The boys 
played touch football with 

the Coyan boys. The chil-· 
dren waited in all weathers 
for the school bus at the 
Markleeville. General Store, 
then owned by George and 
Marie Fernandez. Forest 
and Karen Robinson and 
Ruggero and Gina Gigli 
met through their daugh­
ters. Karen speaks sadly of 
how they miss those dear 
friends who moved to the 
East Coast several years 
ago to be close to Dina .. 
Marina. 

During winter storms 
our hearts go out in grat­
itude to the men who are 
clearing the r_oads .. Forrest 
gives a riveting explana­
tion ·of how the.Division of 
Highways accomplished 
this: There was a rule that 
a supervisor had to be on 
duty at all times. At that 
time the Division of High­
ways suffered more fatali­
ties than the Highway Pa­
trol. In winter the Division 
of Highways workers were 
usually the first to come 
upon accidents. All work­
ers had Red Cross First Aid 
training. Supervisors were 
trained to respond to an 
atomic attack with a radio­
logical monitor, and geiger 
counter. The California 
Division of Highways was 

recognized as number one 
in the U.S., alternating 
with the highways depart­
ment in Ohio. People came 
from all over the world to 
learn how they operated .. 

- Karen worked at the 
Bank of America with Do­
lores Clark in the building 
currently occupied by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
She was the_n employed 
by Diamond Valley' School 
for nine years as a teach- . 
ers' aid and general helper 
followed by 12 years as 
school secretary which, 
she says, was "The best 
job in the whole wide - . 
world." She devoted many 
extra hours to her work 
and was greatly appreci­
ated by the community. 
She also volunteered as 
secretary to the parentsf 
group. s·ome.hearing loss 
and recognition that more 
advanced computer skills 
than she possessed were 
required made it clear 
that it was time for her to 
retire. Karen volunteered 
at the library and muse-­
um where she undertook ' 
her work with character­
istic conscientiousness, 
We are grateful to Forrest 
for volunteering for Mar­
kleeville Public Utilities 

District and for his fifteen 
years of service to the Vol­
unteer Fire Department 
and for other community · 

. service such as beb1g a big 
brother to library staff,> • , 
ensuring their safetyJn . 
many situations. _.. · . 

Forrest and Kareri have 
moved to be'neai:(ainily . 
mepibers in Albion;_ Ida-· 
ho, a friendly town,With 
a population of 270, · 
elevation of 4,730 feet,' 

. and a library in which to ' 
volunteer. They would)ike 

· to have a couple of acres .. 
with horses and a vegeta~ 
ble garden: Forrest looks 

· forward to opportunities 
to hunt and fish; he ties 
his own flies. H~ will con.: 
· tinue to make beautiful, · 
functional furp,iture arid 
metal work. The railing 
leading to the Harvey~' old 
house on Laramie Street is 
a fine sample of his work. 
Karen;s interests include 
oil painting, sewing and 
knitting. She will contin­
ue exploring the delecta­
ble world of cooking and 

· baking. We shall miss her 
legendary cookies at the 
library this Christmas. We 
wish Forrest and Karen 
much happiness in this 
ne_w chapter of their lives. 



Tigers put 6-0 
record on line 
against Galena 
Staff Reports 

Off to its best start since 
the 2007-08 season, the 
Douglas High girls bas­
ketball team is looking 
to extend a six-game win 
streak tonight at home 
against Galena. 

Douglas ( 6-0 overall, 
2-0 league) and Galena 
(2-2, 0-1) square off in 
a Sierra Lea,,"ll.e contest 
scheduled to start at 5:15 
p.m. at Randy Green 
Court. 

This is the first time 
the Tigers have played at 
home since their Dec. 4 
season-opening 47-20 win 
against Spanish Springs. 

Defense has been the 
strong suit so far for the 
Tigers, who are allowing 
an average of 31.5 points 
per game through six 
games. 

Leonna Mortimer leads 
_ Douglas offensively with 

a 15.3 point per game av­
erage, including 22 points 
on Dec. 10 in the Tigers' 
58-53 win at Reed. 

Galena is led by 5-foot-
7 junior guard Kait-
lyn Hawthorne, who is 
averaging 13.8 points 
per game. Hawthorne, a 
third-year varsity vet­
eran, earned first-team 
all-league and all-region 
honors last season. - ' 

Looking back, the 2007.,. 
os Douglas team opened 
with six straight wins and 
went on.to finish with i 
a 2i:-io S~lJ:SOn recor;d. ; · · 
The Tig~rs' first loss that. 

~ l ' ' I ' .' I 

season came at the hands 
of a Reno .team that!we~t. 
on to finish as the Class. 
4A statetourn<1,ment· 1 

runn~r-up. 
The Tigers travel to 

· South Tahoe on Saturday 
for a non-league contest. 
The Division I-A Vikings 
are 1-2 this season. 

JIM GRANT FILE PHOTO 

Douglas High junior Leonna Mortimer drives to the bas­
ket on Nov. 30. during the annual alumni game. Mortimer 
and the Tigers host Galena today. 

JZ-Zo -1~ . ~C. ! • 

, Book Club. Last Thursday 
of the month at the 
Markleeville pbrary. , i · 

tnformation,(530) 694-2~20. 

T 



Bistate sage grouse comment period.extended 
by Kurt Hildebrand The listing is back in play Senators Harry Reid and the cormrtent period on a a net FWS-R8-ES-2013-0072; Eplanning website: http:// 
khildebrand@recardcourier.com after a federal court ordered Dean Heller released a dis- proposal to designate approX"" Division of Policy and on.doi.gov/14ZD3Rb 

the Department of Fish and cussion draft of the-Neva- imately 1.86 million acres of Directives Management; U.S. email blm_nv_ca_sage-

Far from grousing about Wildlife to go back and re-ex- da Sagebrush Landscape habitat for the species. Fish and Wildlife Service; grouse_eis_comments@blm. 
the potential that the bistate amine its decision not to list Conservation and Economic Information regarding the 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS gov 

. sage grouse will be listed as the sage grouse. 1;)evelopmentAct. The pro- listing will be accepted until 2042-PDM; Arlington, VA mail: BLM - Greater Sage· 
an endangered species, Doug- In late October the de- posal would conserve sage- Feb. 10, and may be submit- 22203. Grouse EIS, Attn: Joe Tague, 
las County commissioners partment issued a notice grouse habitat in Nevada . ted by one of the following A copy of the proposed 1340 Financial Blvd. Reno, NV 
sought a rewrite ofletters that the bistate sage grouse while providing economic I!lethods: rules published on Oct. 28, 89502 
commenting on the issue. is up for being listed under · development opportunities to Go to the Federal eRulemak- 2013, is available at WWW. 

Commission Chairman the endangered species act, industries and local govern- ing Portal: fws.gov/nevada or at www. 
Greg Lynn said that after something state, private and ments throughout the state. www.regulations.gov. In regulations.gov or by calling 
hearing from the U.S. De- · federal agencies, along with Attached is a copy of the dis- the Search box.,·enter FWS- 775-861-6300. 
partment of Fish and Wtld- private individuals have been cussion draft. R8-ES-2013-0042 and The Bureau of;Land Man-
life, the board had "on:e of the wo1:king to prevent. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife FWSsR8-ES-2013-0072, which agement and the U.S. Forest 
best discussions we've had all So far· only the bistate sage Service announced Thursday are the docket numbers for Service report 209 people at-
year·:• grouse, which lives between the extension of the public 

I . 
tended the recent workshops these rulemakings. Then, in 

Lynn said he felt the tone Douglas County and Bishop cormnent peri9d for 45 days the Search panel .on the left in California and Nevada. 
of the drafts presented to the along the Nevada-California on the proposal to protect side of the screen, under the Information including links to 
cormnission wasn't helpful, border, has been proposed for the grouse along the Cali- Document Type heading, click the Draft LUP/EIS, posters and 
and that was borne out by , listing. But a sage grouse pop- · fornia-Nevada border as a on the Proposetj Rules I.ink materials used at the public I 

the presentation at Thurs- ulati6n, which occupies much threatened species under the to locate this document. You workshops and guides on 
day's County commissioners' · larger areas of the West, may Endangered Species Act. The may submit a comment hy developing and submitting 
meeting. also be considered at some prop9sal includes a rule that clicking on "Comment Now!" comments can be found at 

"He said we should focus point in the future. would increase flexibility for Submit by U.S. mail or on.doLgov/1 dxWdQt. 
on what we want to happen 'I\vo critical sage grouse land management practices hand-delivery .to: Public Written comments related 
rather than what we don't habitat units are partially that are intended to benefit• Comments Processing, Attn: to the sage grouse are being 
want to happen;' Lynn said located in Douglas. the sage-grouse. The exten- FWS-R8-ES-2013-0042 accepted through Jan. 29: 
on Friday. On Friday, Nevada ·sion will also add 45 days to 

\ Bo.ok Club. Last:Thursday r-'l 
of the· month at the 0 -;;:, 
Markleeville Library. •1 ';'i 
Information, (530) ~ ~; 
694-2120. 6: 
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Dot-So--La-Lee· Buried With Treasllred Basket 
Carson City Daily Appeal 
December 7, 1925 

Dot-So-La-Lee, weaver 
of the most perfect pieces 
of handcraft in Indian 
basketry, died at her home 
here yesterday morning 
and .her funeral was held 
this afternoon at two . 
o'clock with interment at 
the Stewii.rt cemetery. 
· With her was buried 
today one of her Indian 
cherished baskets valued at 
$1000. This was in accor­
dance wi~h her wishes. 

She was over 90 years of 
age, the exact date of her 

· birth being unknown, and 
for several months had 
been suffering from dropsy. 

A month ago her condi­
tion became serious and, 
after white physicians had 
treated her without a cure, 
Indian medicine men were 
called in to perform the 
Indian rites in effort to 
prolongher life. 

For three days the medi­
ch1e man sent up incanta­
tions, but the famous old 

' weaver was of the opiniGn 
that she was soon to die 
and the Indian doctor 
found his work unavailing. 

From an improvised 
hut, off the Reno-Cai'son · 
highway a short distance 

· north of this city, where the 

NEVADA PRESS ASSOCIATION . 

Famed Washoe basket 
weaver Dot-So-La-Lee died 
Dec. 6, 1925. 

Indian woman lay for thJ:ee 
days during the wailings 
of the medicine man, she 

· was moved to her home in 
Carson. 

She refused to go to the 
hospital at Stewart and 
preferred to spend her few 
remaining days under the 
care of her faithful hus­
band, Charley Kaiser, and 
her equally faithful friends, 

·· Mr. and Mrs. Abe Cohn. 
Other Indians refused to 

go near her, being fearful 
that she was somewhat of 
a witch. 

Through Saturday night 
· :the sick woman became 
worse and at eleven o'clock 
yesterday morning she 
began to fall into the last 
sleep, the end coming at 
about 11:30 o'.clock. · 
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Her body was prepared 
for burial and taken to 
Stewart, where the funeral . 
service of the whites was 
performed. 

Dot-So-La-Lee was born 
in Douglas county and has 
spent the ninety-odd years 
of her life in this section of 
Nevada. She was lmown in 

her younger days as Jennie 
Kaiser and there has oeen 
considerable discussion as 
to the origin of the name 
by wh~ch she is better 
known. 

The generally accepted 
theory is that she patterned 
her name·after that of Dr. 
S. L. Lee, in whose home 

sheworked ... 
For 30 years her artistry 

in baskets has attracted 
attention and has become 
nationally famous. 
· Her greatest creation, 

"Myriads of Stars Shine· 
O'er the Graves of Our 
Ancestors," was started by 
her on March 2, 1916, and 
finished just a year later. 
u· is in three colors, stands 
fourteen inches high and 
has 86,590 stitches. An­
other noted piece of her 
basket work is named "Our 
Ancestor." 

·she has made scores 
of other baskets and it 

. has been said that she 
had perfect conception of 
perspective. 

Dot-So-La-Lee master­
pieces have been purchased 
for exhibition in the Carn­
egie Museum of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania; the Field 
Museum Chicago, Illinois; 
and the Peabody Museum 
at Yale university. 

In recent years she has 
spent her summers at 
"The Bicose;' a basketry 
conducted by Abe Cohn 
at Lake Tahoe, and her 

. winters in a cabin near the 
Cohn home in Carson. Her 

. handiwork is on display at 
the Emporium here and is 
viewed annually by hun­
dreds of people. 

This is one in a sesquicen­
tennial series of Nevada 
. newspaper front pages 
telling _the history of the state 
in the words of the people 
who were there. 

Newspapers have been 
part of Nevada since before 
it was a state. They have 
chronicled the major events 
of their communities and the 
milestones of Nevadans' lives. 

The stories reprinted here 
are reproduced as faithfully 
as possible__: punctuation, 
grammatical errors and · 
all - to retain the flavor of 
the era in which they were 
published. 

- Barry Smith, Nevada Press 
Association 
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A kindness that transcends generations 
It was the winter of 1931 and the Great 

Depression had a death grip on much of our 
nation. Many people went hungry during 
this time as there was no work or money 
for many families. During this time, at the 
young age of 17, a boy named Virgil hitch­
hiked with his older brother Clarence from 
a poor rural farm in Southern Indiana to 
Cincinnati to find work to help support the 
family. Virgil was.one ofl0 children in the 
family, still living at home. The family was 
desperate for money for food and clothing 
for the.cold winter. Virgil decided to make 
his way into the world to try to begin sup-
porting himself. · 

Unfortunately for Virgil and his brother, 
they were both stopped by pqlice and told 
that there was no work for migrants in Cin­
cinnati and that men from all over the East 
were in the city trying to find work. The po­
lice officers sent the boys on their way telling 
them not to return to Cincinnati or they 
would be arrested as vagrants·. Hungry and 
cold, they avoided the Rail Road agents and 
hopped a freight train back to Indiana. 

Virgil and his family were i,;o poor that 
they counted on Virgil many times to hunt 
game in the nearby woods for food. Oth-
er times they could scrape by with food 
grown on tl;te farm and would try to make it 
through the winter on food canned or stored 
in the root cellar. 

Virgil decided to head north alone to 
where all the large industrial cities were. He 
went to the nearest rail yard, all the while 
avoiding the rail road agents. He found a 
boxcar with the door partially open. 

"vVhere you goin' boy" a deep throated 
voiee called out as he hauled hi,rnself up into 
1:he boxcar and squeezed turough the <lool'. 
hrgi1 hact HU iuea. 1-1e I ust neeti.eu a ]Ob. 

. Roblevy 
Guest Column 

At that point, Virgil began months of"rid­
ing the rails" in search of work. Virgil would 
ride inside boxcars or on the undersides in 
between the trucks on the car supports. Vir­
gil found himself riding with mostly older 
men, some of which were well educated. 
Many were tired, desperate men, in search 
of a job to support their families, but some 
were dangerous. 

The hobo camps that followed taught Vir­
gil just how hard life could be on the road. 
He found it odd that along the way, a friend 
he had made and shared a meal with was 
later gone. vVhen he asked around, the other 
hobos told him that his friend had caught 
the 2:00 to St. Louis. Virgil became truly 
aware that ·he was alone and on his own. 

He learned the fine art of hobo camp 
cooking. He would cook a can of beans and 
pour it into a hollowed out loaf he had got­
ten from a mission and used it as a bowl. He 
would take the bread from the hollowed out 
loaf and save it in his hanky for the next day. 
The cold and hunger would become Virgil's 
companions in his trek north for work. . 
· As the fall of)932 approached, Virgil had 

made his viay into-the Chicago area. He 
hoped th~t he would be able to work the 
docks, factories or stores. By now, Virgil 
looked like a rag-tag vagabond. His shoes so 
badly worn that they were worn through the 
bottoms his feet were exposed. 

A newspaper man took pity on Virgil and 
offered to let him sell newspapers. He made 
a penny for each newspaper he sold. That 
was fine untii vvinter came. The wind ci11!l 
that comes ofr ot Lake Michigan can one ali 

the way through a person's clothes. Vrrgil's 
clothes were too light for the winters of Chi­
cago that he would now experience. 

He began bmning some of the newspa­
pers that he was supposed to sell. As the 
afternoon waned, and the temperatures 
began falling, Virgil began burning more 
papers than he was selling. Cold and shiver­
ing, Virgil wondered where he would sleep 
on a freezing night. He even wondereµ ifhe 
would make it through the night. 
. As with .all things involving the young 
and puppy dogs, Angels sometimes inter­
vene. From out of nowhere, a couple wallrnd 
up and began warming their hands on the 
fire. They looked at this young man, dressed 
out of place and looking a bit scared. 

"Do you have a place to stay this 
evening?" 

"No, but I'll :i,nake due"Virgil told them, 
with his southern.pride ldcking in. 

Virgil was already thinking that he would 
try tb mal,e his way back to the raihyay yard · 
for the warmth of an empty boxcar. · 

The woman invited Virgil to come with 
them to the Salvation Army. Virgil had nev­
er met someone so kind and sweet to him. 

"Conie with us," she said as she took his 
ann ar,i.d lead him away from the dying bon 
fire. 

''You look like you could use a hot show­
er, clean clothes a hot meal and a place to 
sleep." · 

Virgil wasn't sure what was happening 
but didn't object. 

He met a man outside the men's area they 
walked toward the Salvation .. Army cafete­
ria. His mouth watered as he smelled fresh 
and hot fcocl co1aing -t·:n:1 the C.:ifct~ria. 
V1rgii conidn't ,va1t nntii he got into the• 
chow ime. 

,. 
His tray in hand, he followed two men 

who were talking about God and how he 
provides if you have faith. About that time, 
Virgil looked up to see his own personal 
''Angel:' She was petite with dark auburn 
hair and the most beautiful smile. His 
knees nearly buckled as she ladled soup 
into his bowl.. 

Virgil stayed at the Salvation Army for 
quite a while. He learned more about Giel. 
and faith. His favorite part in staying at.,. 
the Salvation Army was being served by 
his ''Angel" every n1ght at dinner. Virgil 
would marry his ''Angel" and be with her 
for the rest of her life. 

The Salvation Army help Virgil get a 
job at the American Tag Company. Virgil, 
through hard work and perseverance 
would retire after 48 years, from Arneri- · 
can Tag as a manager despite onlyhaving 
an eighth-grade education. 

Virgil and his ''Angel;' Virginia would go 
on to raise two children and have tremen­
dous blessed lives, because· of a ·caring Sal­
vation Army couple who invited a young 
homeless man to have supper and shelter. 

Oh, by the way, the gift, well that.was for 
nie. You see, Virgil and Virginia were my 
grandparents. If it had not been for the ,·< 1 

Salvation Army and the services they have 
provided since 1865 to the many needy 
people in our world, My mother would 
likely not be here, nor me.or my children. 

You· see, charity can transcend many 
generations and thus becomes a gift into 
eternity along with the faith the Salvation 
Army spreads. Have a very joyous Christ­
mas and a happy and prosperous New 

Koo .Levy w .litpme S:,ounry 1mciersiw1yj. 
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Pedestrian: injured· 
in accident 1Ylonday. · 
Staff Reports 

, A woman i;eceived non-/ 
life-threatening injuries · 
on Monday morning in 
an accident at Mica and I · 

Haystack .dri~es. 
·The accident was re­

porte~ at 6:39 a.m. <¥1d 
involved a red van. . •• ' .: . 

The 35-y~cii-.'.old ~~~~ 
was ti-~po¢ed to :R,e..:: · 
no:wn:~egio~alMedi~ . : 
Center for medical treat- ! 

menthy East Fork m.edici, 
according to the Douglas . 

County Sheriff's Office. 
· The woman's condition 

:Was not available a,t press 
. time on 'J,'uesday. Nei-· 

th.er her identity, nor the 
identity of the driver have 

. been released. · 
.1111 A 10-year-old girl 

was reported injured in 
a sledding incident near 
Woodfords at about 4:30 
p.m. Monday. 

The girl hit a rock and 
; seriously injured her leg. 
!She was transported for 
/medical treatment. 



SPECIAL TOTHER-c· 

The Tahoe-Douglas Elks donate to Live Violence Free. 
Pictured are Janel Morales, Sherri Warrell, Heather Knox 
(LVF);Tom Zogorski (Elks) and Becky Thornberg. 

Elks donate to worthy causes 
Staff Reports 

The Tahoe-Douglas Elks 
Lodge 2670 has b~en busy 
helping others in need :this 
Christmas season by donat­
ing to Valley seniors and , 
Alpine Gounty residents. 
. On D~c. 21, the Elks 
prepared and delivered 10 . 
Christnias baskets, each ' 
with more than a $300 ' 
value, to seniors in Car-

. son Valley. The .. names 'of ' 
seniors who could use some 
extra help were provided by 
the Douglas County Senior 
Center. Included in the gift · 

., . ' I 

baskets :were food, perso11--
al hygiene items, lap quilts 

hand made by the Carson 
- Valley Q,uilt Guild, knitted 

house slippers made by · 
• Elk member Pat Hamilton 
and cash donat~dby Elk 
members. 

The lodge also provided 
· Christmas turkeys, dinner~, · 
• sack lunches, emergency 
. pantry food, clothes and 

· • · toiletries for Alpine County , 
residents through the Live 
Violence Free office in 
Wood.fords, Cali£ . 

The Elks provide food 
for LVF clients through a · 
community impact grant 
provided by the Elks Na­
tional Foundation, located 
in Chicago. 

.. - . 

Isiah John, Trevor Lundy; • 
Corinne Jones, Thomas Dick and 

, Justin· Dick are some of the · 
··· young.artists who heiped paint 

a mural on the Huri'g-a-lel~ti 
. water tower: ' · 

. ' 

, Special to The R-C 
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Douglas girls move to 8-0 
by Dave Price 
dprice@recordcourier.com 

A layup off the opening 
tip on Friday night gave 
the undefeated Douglas 
High girls basketball team 
a lead it never relinquished 
en route to a46-19 Sier-
ra League victory against 
Galena. 

Katie McCullough scored 
a game-high 12 points and 
dished out three straight 

-assists to start the game as 
Douglas surged to an early 
9-0 lead at Randy Green 
Court. Leonna Mortimer 
also scored 11 points for the 
Tigers, who coupled with a 
48-40 win at South Tahoe 
on Saturday, improved their 
c.erall record to 8-0 (3-0 in 
league). 

Once again, however, of­
fense starts with defense for 
a team that has allowed an 
average 29.1 points through 
eight games. In this case, 
the Tigers never allowed 
more than 6 points in any 
single quarter. 

"That's always our goal, to 
hold a team to single digits 
in a quarter," said senior 
forward Kassidy Freitas. 
"It's just a matter of moving 
your feet and beating them 
to the spot.:" 

Freitas drew the prima­
ry assignment of defend­
ing Kaitlyn Hawthorne, 
who earned all:...league and 
all-region honors last sea­
son. Hawthorne finished 
her night with 5 points. 

"She's our stopper;" Doug­
las coach Werner Christen 
said of Freitas. "We always 
assign her to the other 
team's top scorer." 

· This is, nonetheless, 
much more than a one-per­
son effort. 

"We're supposed to play 
as a unit;" Freitas said. "It's 
not on~ person, it's pressure 
from' one side and support 

. fi:~i:n the .other.:" 
Douglas scored off the 

opening tip when Mc­
Cullough fed McKenna 
Kynett for a layup .. Kynett 
ba.J,J.kedin ashot off the 
gi;;'.ss, again· assisted by 
McCullough, and the~ Mc­
Cullough assisted Co~e 
Millett on a layup to make 
it 6-0. Mortimer convert, 
ed tlie second of two fre~ 
throws and Jessie Jim put 
k,..._;t·shot over two defen<;'lers 
from the paint to comph:te 
the 9-0 run. · ; 

The Tigers led 15-6 at rt:he 
end of the first quarter iµid 

· .;::.ii's 3-pointer from theleft 
~orner early in the second_ 
period extended the margin 
to 20_6·. The Tigers took 
~A.-Hle;td .to the-locker-- · ·-

room at halftime. 
There was no letup after 

the intermission, either. 
Kynett ari.d l\1illett fed 
McCullough for back-to­
back layups at the outset 
of the third period and 
McCullough snapped a pass 
through the Galena defense 
. as Mortimer broke free un­
derneath the basket for yet 
another layup to push the 
lead to 36-11. 

"We had a lot oflayups," 
Christen said, noting the 
Tigers had 12 assists as a 
team. "That's just the kids · 
doing a good job of seeing· 

-. - DOUGLAS, 17-

DOUGLAS 48, SOUTH TAHOE 40 
Douglas 14-10-10-15- 48 
So. Tahoe 9-11-13- 7-40 
Douglas (8-0, 3-0}-Millett42·511, Sonnemann 10-03, 
Freitas l 0-1 2, Mortimer 2 3-9 7, McCullough 2 2-2 6, Jim 4 
4-6 13, Kynett 1 2-6 4, Holley O 2-2 2, TOTALS 15 15-31 48. 
South Tahoe (2-3, 1-1}- Chapman 3 2-4 9, Leonard O 0-2 
o, Griffis o 2-2 2, King 2 1-2 6, Neiger 2 1-3 5, Dion 5 1-3 11, 
Barcellos 3 1-2 7, TOTALS 15 8-18 40. 

DOUGLAS 46, GALENA 19 
~alena 6- 3-6-4-19 

· Douglas 15-15- 8- 8-46 
Galena (2-4, 0-2}: Hawthorne 2 1-2 5, Giampapa 1 0-0 2, 
freJtas 1 0-0 2, Brown 3 0-2 7, Hoffman 1 1-1 3, TOTALS 8 2-5 
19. . 
Douglas: Sonnemann 3.0-0 6, Freitas O 1-2 1, Mortimer 5 1-2 
11, McCullough 6 0-4 12, Jim 2 0-Q 5, Kynett 3 0-0 6, Holly 1 . 
·o..,02,JOIALS.20.5=12-46_ .• _______ ----·-··---·-···. - --- ··· .. --· 
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the court and moving without the ball." 
Nor was there any rest for the Griz­

zlies at the other end of the court. Even 
an apparent breakaway was cut off 
when McCullough hustled downcomt 
to disrupt the layup attempt. The result· 
was a travel call. 

"She never gave up on that play;' 
. Christen said. "She created an angle 
and just did a great job of cutting off 
the weakside pass." 

McCullough wound up with 9 re­
bounds and 4 assists iri the game. Mil­
lett and Mortimer had 7 rebounds each 
and Jim finished with 4 assists. 

The winning peiformance was 
significant on a week when students 
were busy with ·final exams in the 
classroom, Christen pointed .. There is, 
nevertheless, still plenty of room for 
improvement. . · · 

"This was finals week, which is 
always tough. You never kriow what 
you're going to get;' Christen said. "We 
were a little sloppy at times with our 
passing and even with ·our defense, 
But the kids did a good job offlying 
around and putting together some good 
streaks." 

DOUGLAS 48, SOUTH TAHOE 40 
Douglii.s broke out of a 

R.- _(!., 
back-and-forth game in-the final five 
minutes·saturdaytC> win at South 
Tahoe (2-3·overall, 1-lNorthern I-A 
league). . 

The score was deadlocked at 33-all 
after three quarters and SCJuth Tahoe 
led by one point with five:minutes to 
go before the Tigers took control. 

"We did some go6d things late 
defensively;' Christen said. "I think 
they scored one bucket in the last five 
minutes, so we got some stops and we 
dici a good job rebounding." 

· Jim led all scorers for Douglas with 
13 points, including a key 3-pointer in · 
the fourth quarter. Millett also scored 
11 for the Tigers. 

Jordyn Dion scored 11 points to 
lead the Vikings, who were coming off ~ 
a 31-30.overtime win againstLowry .~ 
at home the night before. 
. "Give them credit," Christen said 
of the Viklngs, "Mike (Neiger, South 
Tahoe coach) had them ready to play, 
If they continue to play like that, ·· 
they're going to win some games." 

Douglas opens on Friday with two 
games against Southern California 
opponents at Centennial's Las Vegas 
Holiday Classic. The Tigers play 
at 10:20 a.m. against El Segundo, 
Calif. (5-3) and then at 6:20 p.m. · 
against Culver City (6-2). On Satur­
day, the Tigers are scheduled to play 
Centennial. 

·- ··· .'. ·SHANNON LITZ 

Douglas senior Kelly Sonnemann shoots the ball · 
over Galena's Kaitlyn Hawthorne on Friday. 
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LoOkillg.lJack at the headlines .of 2013 
TOP 10 HEADLINES . 
ONLINE 
1. Cold Springs homicide Victim 
iden.tifi_ed as LaceeShllpe_ . 
2. Elderly-man faces murder 
charge 
3. Dawn Finn~ 52, killed in crash 
with daughter on Lake Tahoe 
4. Family seeks help flhding miss- · 
ing daughter . · 
5 ake officer pulls over, attacks 
woman . 

@Woman recants fake police 
officer attack story · 
7. Woman reports suspicious 
man at Ranchos Aspen Park 

~8,·SmLth 'I.alley wornanJl_unishes 
7-year-old with box cutter · 
9, Highway 395 reopened after 
fatal accident · 

J<>._ Sun_day ll[}date: Bison fire up 
to 9,300 acres ~ ·~~-~ - · 
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Hawkins Peak project improves Alpine reception 
by Karen Dustman 
R-C Alpine Bureau 

You can't say Mother 
Nature made anything easy 
ori the Hawkins Peak proj­
ect. Start with an elevation 
higher than 10,000 feet. 
Factor in 140 mph winds, 
snows up to 20 feet deep, 
and temperatures regu­
larly dipping into minus 
te1Titory. Add zero vehicle 
access for eight months of 
the year, and a location so 
remote that materials and 
workmen had to be hauled 
in by helicopter. 

So here's what's fantastic 
about the Hawkins site: a 
360-degree view that's.a 
telecommunications dream 
come true. And all that 
bedrock - perfect for rock 
anchors for the tower. · 

Hawkins Peak has been 
home to a forest service ra­
dio communications facility 
since the 1960s. But with 
the olci site deteriorating, 
the Alpine County Sheriff's 
Office needed a better solu­
tion so they could occupy 
the site as well. 

SPECIAL TO THE R·C· 

A helicopter was used to get visitors to the Hawkins Peak lnteroperations Communica­
tions Facility in Alpine County. The tower allows Alpine County Sheriff's deputie~ to · 
communicate in remote areas of the rugged Sierra Nevada. 

"Here in our mountains, 
large sections of Alpine 
County had absolutely no 
radio communications;' 
notes Alpine County Un­
dersheriff Rob Levy. "That 
meant we had officers in 
the field who couldn't radio 
in during an emergency in 

remote areas of the county:' 
'But today, after nearly six 

years of planning and four 
years after construction was 
launched, the brand new 
communications facility is 
up and running. Its official 
name is nearly as long as 
the mountain is high: the 

"Hawkins Peak Interoper­
able Communications Fa­
cilitY:' And as a handful of 
visitors to the site this week 
can testify, the site is indeed 
a marvel. 

Inside the generation fa­
cility, power from 240 solar 
panels is ferried to an army 

of 460 deep-cycle batteries, 
with a 25 kilowatt genera­
tor a:s backup. A transform­
er steps the power up to 
550 volts before sending it 
some·1,soo feet to the tip-

. top of the mountain to 11111 

the corrimunications tower. 
An inverter at the tow­

er then steps the power 
back down to 48 volts, 
and charges another set 
of batteries which pow­
er the communications 
equipment. 

Given the extreme alti­
tude and "mission impos­
sible" construction condi­
tions, the ultimate price tag 
for the high-tech facility 
came to just over $5.5 
million; electronics alone 
cost $1.6 million. Just one 
example of the obstacles 
overcome: all 16 yards of 
cemerit for the communi­
cations tower had to be fer­
ried to the ~itebyhelicop- . 
ter, half-a-yard at a time. 

Now online, the Hawkins 
Peak communications sys­
tem is finally beginning to 
strut its stuff. 

Already the facility 

provides much-needed 
emergency radio service 
for the Alpine County 
Sheriff's Office throughout 
the mountainous region. 
And there's been interest 
from other state and local . 
agencies as well .. The Haw­
kins Peak site could soon 
provide communications 
service to such agencies as 
the California Highway Pa­
trol, California Department 
of Transportation, the U.S. 
Forest Service and a cellulai • 
phone carrier. 

"Once the microwave 
system is installed, Haw­
kins Peal,_will be ~ link for 
connecting much ofNmth­
ern California and across 
Nevada via Douglas Coun­
ty's microwave system;' 
Levy said. "This gives us the 
ability to communicate not 
only locally, but with other· 
agencies throughout the 
region during an emergen­
cy. And the installation's 
robust design gives it the 
flexibility to continue to 
operate unattended for long 
periods under extremely 
harsh conditions." 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Remembering pnlar of 
community Luke Neddenriep 
Editor: 

We just lost another pillar of our com­
munity. His name was Luke Neddenriep. 
All we see is the birth year, a dash and 
the year he passed away; There is much 
to say about that dash. · · 

As a boy I can remember bi's mom and 
dad running the Carson Valley Mercan.: 
tile. Their torch was passed on to Luke ·· 
and Jerry, their sons. 

I have so many fond memories. of their 
store. 

We had a flood just before Christmas 
in 1953 and all the bridges in town were 
out except Genoa.Lane Bridge. · · 

I remember my mom and dad had to· 
get to town before ·christmas in our 1952 
green Chevrolet pickup. I did not know· 
until later the reason was to pick up my 
new bicycle from the Mere. 

Not only did the Mere have groceries, 
they had everything from underwear to 
farm machinery. · 

While my parents shopped, I woul.d 
go upstairs and look at all the· neat · 
stuff. From harnesses to stoves,.to bolts; 
screws, nails ·and everything you cou;Id 
imagine. What a service they provided 
to.Carson Valley. They even had a plimp 
service. 

A friend_ of mine, Alton Anker, remind­
ed me of Luke whistling all the.time 
while he worked. 

i1 He was always happy, and his laugh­
ter was contagious. I can still hear it as I 
write this. . 
' My grandparents retired to town, and 

lived very close to the store. . · 
· Years later, when niy parents were very . 

old, Luke ·told mi dad that my grand par- -
' ,· I 

ents would_comeinto the store two or 
three times a day;because they'd forgot-· 
t~n sometliliig. : . . · . 
. Sometimes they even forgot to pay, 
' For years we ch~rged our groceries and 

supplies. ' 
: We only paid in fall. I'm sure interest 

never crossed their minds. I wonder-how 
much money was 

1

left on the books. _ 
·· Luke •and Martha were quitei a team. 

After theit retirement, they loved to help 

Jim Hussman (another pillar) with his 
cattle in the mountains of Alpine County 

I think he loved that the most. 
He was very active in the town of Gard­

nerville, · and in Trinity Lutheran Church. 
· He lived two doors· down the street from 
the church. 
. People like Luke made our Valley what 

it is· today. · 
Honesty and hard work were his vir,­

:tues. I think.what was 1nost import;mt_to 
him was serving people: I think his vaca­
tion arid his pleasure were his work. 
· Luke was taken care ofby his loving 
daughter Katie and herhusband Pete 
until the end. . . · · 

Goodbye, Luke. Your memories will 
live on for~ver in my inind. · · 

You served all of us well, and now you 
need your:iest~ ·May God reward your 
faithfulness and kindness. 

· Chris Gansberg 
Carson Valley 



Tis the season foricefishing 
Hello fellow anglers! 
Tis the season for ice fishing. Caples Lake ... 

and Red Lake have been iced over for the last 
few weeks, I personally like to have at least 
8 inches of ice to fish. Well, we are in luc;k. I 
spoke with Dave from the Caples Lake Resort 
last week. Dave reported 8 to 10- inches of ice 
at the dam area. 

There were a few anglers out enjoying a 
beautiful day of ice fishing. Doug·Conboy and 
his son, Slade, from Modesto, Calif., were fish­
ing with grandpa John that was on a visit from 
Alaska. This three-generation fishing party 
caught a'nice IO-pound mackinaw. They were 
using night crawlers right off the bottom. 

Other anglers were catching some nice rain­
bows using small spoons and Kastmaster lures. · 

Ice fishing is a great winter sport for all to 
enjoy. No special equipment is neecled, except 
for an auger to drill your hole. If you do not 
have an auger, most anglers I have· met over , 
the years either drill one or are willing to loan• 
you their auger. · · 

When I first started ice fishing I had a 5-gal-; 
Ion bucket to carry my gear, and it also m.µ,;:es 
a great stool to sit on. 

Here is a.list for the first time ice angler: 
Fishing pole, pinch weights, p1+ckofhooks 
some.worms. For those who like to use jigs, 
bring some small gold Kastmaster lures. 

As•you progress and talk~o other ice anglers 
you will be amazed at how much stuff you will 
bring witltyou. My friends and I now have 
two small sleds we bring for the chairs,. pole 
hold~rs, sri.ow shovel, a scoop t.o keep your hole 

.. cle~r ·and even a couple ca~pet samples we got 
from Lowe's to keep your feet warm and dry: 
No, we do;not have an ice fishing shanty yet, . 
although some anglers hav~ brought them. , 

Red Lake is another goo1 ic~ fishing q.esti:­
nation. As oflast week the/lake had IO i_nch­
es of i_ce on it. Here you .can catch rainbow, 
brook, brown and cutthroit trout using the 
same gear as Caples Lake., ;fhe most import- .. 
ant thing to bring of all is polarized sunglasses 
and sunscreen SPF 50. The sun reflecting off 
of the lake is extremely strong and can cause ' 

i2,;./~7/r3 
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Doug Busey 
Mac-the~Naw 

1. 
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snow blindness (sunburned eyes).and give you 
a sunburn faster than any summer day. ,1;• 

Hope to see you on the frozen tundra this 
season. 

Fqr th9se that will be going to Topaz Lake 
· for the 2014 opener on Wednesday, Jan. 1, here 

are a few things to know. The water level was 
up on the Nevada Park launch about 15 to 20 
feet. I spoke with Chuck Fields at-the Topaz -
Landing Marina. Chuck told me that the water 
was too fow for him to open the launch and 
to put in the rental boats as of last week. This : 
may change though as we get closer to opeJling•i­
day. The water level has been going up each 
day. For more information call 266-3550. ! 
_ For the really good news, as many have r¢ad 

. in past articles, the Nevada Department of · 
• Wildlife has planted more than 15,000 pounds 
of trout over the last couple of months. And 
last week, Topaz Lodge planted th~ tagged/fish~-' 
for this year. Each tagged fish is worth $_19

1
0 

· cash _wh~n you bring it to the General Storr. 
This year, you may be ·surprised at the size i · 
of the tagged fish out there. They'. may be lp 
ounces o.r they may be 10 pounds. Yes; Top1l-z 
Lodge h~s planted: up to 10.:.pound fish this '°"' . 
year. For, more information on the Topaz Lake 
fishing derby call 775-266-3338. Where el~e 
can you get paid to fish? . I 

• • I 

. Hope to see you on the waters or ice soon. · 
Remember that as qf Jan. 1 2014, California · 
anglers ~eed t9 renew their fishing license/ A 
Nevada fishing licenseis valid until Feb; 28, L cl . I . . . . ' . 

. 2014. As 3: note, either license is valid on Topaz 
. I 

Lake. i . · .· ·. . / 
If you have ,i'question in our local fishing 

area call/ the Naw line at 775-267-9722. Have a 
· safe and) a Happy N aw Year. Good Fishin' .;_nd ~--
tight lines. 1 

• 
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SPECIAL TO THE R-C 

Slade Conboy, his dad, Doug, and grandpa John were successful in their.ice fishing at Caples Lake. 



.MACKINAW CATC·H AT CAPLES LAKE 

SPECIAL TO THE R-C 

Slade Conboy and his dad, Doug, from Modesto, Calif., caught this 10-pound mackinaw last week while ice fishing at 
Caples Lake. Joined by their grandpa, John, who lives in Alaska, they used night crawlers right off the bottom, accord- . 
ing to Doug Busey, who writes the"Mac-the-Naw"fishing column forThe Record-Courier. 
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