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Friday July 16, 2021 

Potential Wildland Fire Smoke Impact on the Death Ride 

As of 2 PM today, smoke from several fires is clearly visible over Markleeville, Monitor Pass, and 

Ebbetts Pass areas. The fires include the Henry Fire, which is now reported to be >1,000 acres, and 

a smaller fire burning in the Pleasant Valley area. Air quality sensors in Markleeville report P 2.5 

levels between 50-100, which puts these levels in the “Moderate” range. Actual levels at higher 

elevations over the passes are likely to be higher. It is difficult to predict conditions for the race 

tomorrow. However, it is safe to say there will still be smoke at some level still blowing through the 

area on Saturday. 

What advice do we have for participants and spectators? 

At these current levels, unusually sensitive persons should consider reducing prolonged or heavy 

exertion. This is typically a very small group of people and may not include anyone who is a 

participant in the Death Ride. However, spectators and volunteers are more likely to fit into this 

category. 

To view current data, go to: 

Real-time air quality map | PurpleAir 

https://fire.airnow.gov/?lat=38.905446399999995&lng=-119.7473792&zoom=10 

Henry Fire: https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/7639/ 
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Since most persons will not have access to current air quality readings during the Death Ride, the 

following chart can be helpful in visually assessing current conditions and recommendations. 

 

 

In addition, I have also attached an additional document titled “Levels of Health Concern from smoke 

(PM 2.5) in the air”, which outlines clear guidelines based on hourly and daily readings of air quality. 

We wish all a safe and enjoyable day at the Death Ride! 


